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Core components of the Enterprise Data Strategy: 
• Enterprise Data Model 
• Metadata Registry 
• Continual Validation 

 

Our Goal is to: Maximize the value of Census Data. 
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The Survey Life Cycle (SLC)  
at the US Census Bureau 

01 • Survey Design 

02 • Frame Development 

03 • Instrument Development 

04 • Sample Design and Implementation 

05 • Data Collection 

06 • Data Editing, Imputation, & Estimation 

07 • Data Review, Analysis & Correction 

08 • Data Products & Dissemination 
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The Data Model of the SLC 
is the Enterprise Data Model (EDM) 
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Within each Survey Program there is a 
unique Response Data Model 
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A Survey-Specific Response Data Model 
consists of Objects, Properties & Relationships 



Each Response Data Model (RDM) is 
unique to a Survey Program, but there is 
overlap amongst the properties or 
“variables” in each RDM.  
 
Historically, each Survey Program would 
create program-specific variables for 
these shared properties. 
 
A central tenant of the Enterprise Data 
Strategy is that each of these variables is 
now an Enterprise Asset.  This list of 
Enterprise Variables is stored in what is 
known as a Metadata Registry. 



Using the structures in the Enterprise Data Model and 
the Metadata Registry, Validation can now take place 

Continually throughout the Survey Life Cycle 
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Questions? 
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