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We ingest and disseminate data 


•	 Customers use our data 
to make business 
decisions. It reveals a 
landscape. 

•	 We currently provide 
data in bulk, forcing 
inventors to sift or even 
abandon the pursuit. 

•	 Leads to more informed 
applicants to the USPTO 
- more time being 
inventive less time 
searching for our data. 
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We want to do more… 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

USPTO Open Data U.S Patent data is the leading 

indicator of R & D and Innovation
 

•	 From “Shoes” (paper files), we have come a long way.
	

•	 Our initiative has several aspects, all designed to make 

our data on the innovations of the U.S. accessible and 

understandable. 

•	 Demand for information is not going away. 

•	 Opportunity to encourage innovation and grow the 

economy with what we do. 

•	 So that our data can inspire, be useful, spur innovation 

and create conversations. 


https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/open-data-and-mobility
 

https://www.uspto.gov/learning-and-resources/open-data-and-mobility


 

 

 

 

 

 

How we are opening data? 
•	 Releasing new data search & download interfaces, 

instead of bulk, will lesson the drain on our 

systems. 

•	 Releasing in more accessible ways to the public -

Application Program Interface or API’s to improve 

access to our data. 

• Breaking down silos by combining USPTO data and 

economic data creates new insights and basis for 

public policy efforts.
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Not just opening data…
 



https://developer.uspto.gov/ 

Developer Hub USPTO 

But creating a “platform strategy” 

https://developer.uspto.gov/


 

  

 

  
 

Examples of the Power of Story Telling with
 

Patents Granted from Domestic filers vs Foreign 

USPTO Data and Economic Data 
Apple Earnings per Share vs Utility Patent Count 

Interactive 

Slider 

Interactive 

Selector 

Patents per Capita, Growth Rate: 
Utility Patents per State over Time 



 

 

 

Highest number of Granted Patents by Technology in California
 

1963-1984 

1985-2014 

Interactive 

Slider 

Interactive 

Slider 



 

 

Open Data Insights 

Most Innovative States: 

Interactive 

Selector 

Allowance Rate for selected 

USPC classifications 

Granted Patents per capital 

growth over time 



  

 

  

 

  
    

The team effort – Cancer Moonshot
 
Highlight the importance of Patent Data to guide policy and research 

CIO updated developer Hub to support effort 

OCE & Open Data team curated dataset and CIO developed API 

Office Chief Economist (OCE) sponsored workshop 

& Chief Communication Office promoted event 
Office of General Council assisted in 1st USPTO use of Competes Act 



 
The results 
Received 19 interactive submissions publically shared via Developer Hub 

https://developer.uspto.gov/visualization 



  

  

  

  

 

Next Steps 
“Continue to evangelize the importance of patent data to the public and to our employees” 

Support Demand Driven Data 

• Develop new curated data sets & engage with the public/private sector
 

Develop new ways to access that data 

• Innovate new capabilities, i.e. API “factory” - USPTO is a leader in data 

innovation 

Seek out additional outreach opportunities 

• Open Data leads to better informed applicants which leads to better quality
 
applications 

• Support constructive and useful data sets – know your data “identity” 



 
    

Questions or Comments 

Thomas A. Beach, 
Chief Data Strategist and Portfolio Manager of
 

USPTO Digital Services & Big Data
 

Thomas.Beach@uspto.gov 
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