
 
 

 

 
 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Madeleine Z. Bordallo  
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Bordallo: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). Today, we provide your office with the handbook, 
Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey, introducing the 
proposed subjects for the 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and 
the ACS.  
 
Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 2020 Decennial Census Program will include each 
state, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands).  The 2020 
Decennial Census Program also will include American Samoa1.  
 
The enclosed list specifies the subjects that are proposed for inclusion in the 2020 Census of 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands.  
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached subjects and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

John H. Thompson 
Director 
 
Enclosure 

                                                           
1 While not an area named specifically in 13 U.S.C. § 191, American Samoa has historically been included in the decennial 
census. Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191 states the decennial census includes “as may be determined by the Secretary [of 
Commerce], such other possessions and areas over which the United States exercises jurisdiction, control, or sovereignty”, 
subject to the concurrence of the Secretary of State.   The U.S. Department of State’s Office of the Geographer and Global Issues 
has concurred that American Samoa will be included in the 2020 Census.  

http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html


Subjects Planned for Inclusion in the 2020 Census of American Samoa, the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands 

 
Demographic Subjects 
Age 
Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 
Relationship 
 
Social Subjects 
Ancestry 
Disability 
Fertility 
Grandparent Caregivers 
Language Spoken at Home 
Marital Status and Marital History 
Migration/Residence Five Years Ago (Previous Residence) 
Parents’ Place of Birth 
Place of Birth, Citizenship & Year of Entry 
Reason for Migration 
School Enrollment, Educational Attainment & Undergraduate Field of Degree 
Veteran Status, Period of Service & VA Service-Connected Disability Rating 
 
Economic Subjects 
Commuting (Journey to Work) 
Health Insurance 
Income 
Industry, Occupation & Class of Worker 
Labor Force Status 
Work Status Last Year 
 
Housing Subjects 
Acreage & Agricultural Sales 
Computer & Internet Use 
Home Value & Rent 
Plumbing Facilities, Kitchen Facilities & Telephone Service 
Selected Monthly Owner Costs 
Sewage Disposal 
SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) 
Source of Water 
Tenure (Owner/Renter) 
Units in Structure, Rooms & Bedrooms 
Vehicles Available 
Year Built & Year Moved In 



 
 

 

 
 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Aumua Amata Coleman Radewagen  
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Radewagen: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). Today, we provide your office with the handbook, 
Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey, introducing the 
proposed subjects for the 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and 
the ACS.  
 
Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 2020 Decennial Census Program will include each 
state, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands).  The 2020 
Decennial Census Program also will include American Samoa2.  
 
The enclosed list specifies the subjects that are proposed for inclusion in the 2020 Census of 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands.  
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached subjects and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

John H. Thompson 
Director 
 
Enclosure 

                                                           
2 While not an area named specifically in 13 U.S.C. § 191, American Samoa has historically been included in the decennial 
census. Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191 states the decennial census includes “as may be determined by the Secretary [of 
Commerce], such other possessions and areas over which the United States exercises jurisdiction, control, or sovereignty”, 
subject to the concurrence of the Secretary of State.   The U.S. Department of State’s Office of the Geographer and Global Issues 
has concurred that American Samoa will be included in the 2020 Census.  

http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html


 

 

Subjects Planned for Inclusion in the 2020 Census of American Samoa, the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands 

 
Demographic Subjects 
Age 
Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 
Relationship 
 
Social Subjects 
Ancestry 
Disability 
Fertility 
Grandparent Caregivers 
Language Spoken at Home 
Marital Status and Marital History 
Migration/Residence Five Years Ago (Previous Residence) 
Parents’ Place of Birth 
Place of Birth, Citizenship & Year of Entry 
Reason for Migration 
School Enrollment, Educational Attainment & Undergraduate Field of Degree 
Veteran Status, Period of Service & VA Service-Connected Disability Rating 
 
Economic Subjects 
Commuting (Journey to Work) 
Health Insurance 
Income 
Industry, Occupation & Class of Worker 
Labor Force Status 
Work Status Last Year 
 
Housing Subjects 
Acreage & Agricultural Sales 
Computer & Internet Use 
Home Value & Rent 
Plumbing Facilities, Kitchen Facilities & Telephone Service 
Selected Monthly Owner Costs 
Sewage Disposal 
SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) 
Source of Water 
Tenure (Owner/Renter) 
Units in Structure, Rooms & Bedrooms 
Vehicles Available 
Year Built & Year Moved In 



 
 

 

 
 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Gregorio Kilili Camacho Sablan  
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Sablan: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). Today, we provide your office with the handbook, 
Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey, introducing the 
proposed subjects for the 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and 
the ACS.  
 
Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 2020 Decennial Census Program will include each 
state, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands).  The 2020 
Decennial Census Program also will include American Samoa3.  
 
The enclosed list specifies the subjects that are proposed for inclusion in the 2020 Census of 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands.  
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached subjects and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

John H. Thompson 
Director 
 
Enclosure 

                                                           
3 While not an area named specifically in 13 U.S.C. § 191, American Samoa has historically been included in the decennial 
census. Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191 states the decennial census includes “as may be determined by the Secretary [of 
Commerce], such other possessions and areas over which the United States exercises jurisdiction, control, or sovereignty”, 
subject to the concurrence of the Secretary of State.   The U.S. Department of State’s Office of the Geographer and Global Issues 
has concurred that American Samoa will be included in the 2020 Census.  

http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html


 

 

Subjects Planned for Inclusion in the 2020 Census of American Samoa, the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands 

 
Demographic Subjects 
Age 
Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 
Relationship 
 
Social Subjects 
Ancestry 
Disability 
Fertility 
Grandparent Caregivers 
Language Spoken at Home 
Marital Status and Marital History 
Migration/Residence Five Years Ago (Previous Residence) 
Parents’ Place of Birth 
Place of Birth, Citizenship & Year of Entry 
Reason for Migration 
School Enrollment, Educational Attainment & Undergraduate Field of Degree 
Veteran Status, Period of Service & VA Service-Connected Disability Rating 
 
Economic Subjects 
Commuting (Journey to Work) 
Health Insurance 
Income 
Industry, Occupation & Class of Worker 
Labor Force Status 
Work Status Last Year 
 
Housing Subjects 
Acreage & Agricultural Sales 
Computer & Internet Use 
Home Value & Rent 
Plumbing Facilities, Kitchen Facilities & Telephone Service 
Selected Monthly Owner Costs 
Sewage Disposal 
SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) 
Source of Water 
Tenure (Owner/Renter) 
Units in Structure, Rooms & Bedrooms 
Vehicles Available 
Year Built & Year Moved In 



 
 

 

 
 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Stacey E. Plaskett  
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Plaskett: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). Today, we provide your office with the handbook, 
Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey, introducing the 
proposed subjects for the 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and 
the ACS.  
 
Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 2020 Decennial Census Program will include each 
state, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands).  The 2020 
Decennial Census Program also will include American Samoa4.  
 
The enclosed list specifies the subjects that are proposed for inclusion in the 2020 Census of 
American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands.  
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached subjects and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

John H. Thompson 
Director 
 
Enclosure 

                                                           
4 While not an area named specifically in 13 U.S.C. § 191, American Samoa has historically been included in the decennial 
census. Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191 states the decennial census includes “as may be determined by the Secretary [of 
Commerce], such other possessions and areas over which the United States exercises jurisdiction, control, or sovereignty”, 
subject to the concurrence of the Secretary of State.   The U.S. Department of State’s Office of the Geographer and Global Issues 
has concurred that American Samoa will be included in the 2020 Census.  

http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html


 

 

Subjects Planned for Inclusion in the 2020 Census of American Samoa, the Commonwealth 
of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands 

 
Demographic Subjects 
Age 
Gender 
Race/Ethnicity 
Relationship 
 
Social Subjects 
Ancestry 
Disability 
Fertility 
Grandparent Caregivers 
Language Spoken at Home 
Marital Status and Marital History 
Migration/Residence Five Years Ago (Previous Residence) 
Parents’ Place of Birth 
Place of Birth, Citizenship & Year of Entry 
Reason for Migration 
School Enrollment, Educational Attainment & Undergraduate Field of Degree 
Veteran Status, Period of Service & VA Service-Connected Disability Rating 
 
Economic Subjects 
Commuting (Journey to Work) 
Health Insurance 
Income 
Industry, Occupation & Class of Worker 
Labor Force Status 
Work Status Last Year 
 
Housing Subjects 
Acreage & Agricultural Sales 
Computer & Internet Use 
Home Value & Rent 
Plumbing Facilities, Kitchen Facilities & Telephone Service 
Selected Monthly Owner Costs 
Sewage Disposal 
SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) 
Source of Water 
Tenure (Owner/Renter) 
Units in Structure, Rooms & Bedrooms 
Vehicles Available 
Year Built & Year Moved In 
 



 
 

 

 
 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable John A. Barrasso 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Barrasso: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


The Honorable John A. Barrasso                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Michael Bennet 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Bennet: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Michael Bennet                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

2 



 
 

 

 
 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Richard Blumenthal 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Blumenthal: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Richard Blumenthal                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

2 



 
 

 

 
 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Cory A. Booker 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Booker: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Cory A. Booker                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

2 



 
 

 

 
 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Sherrod Brown 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Brown: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Sherrod Brown                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Richard Burr 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Burr: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Richard Burr                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Maria Cantwell 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Cantwell: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Maria Cantwell                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Benjamin L. Cardin 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Cardin: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Benjamin L. Cardin                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Robert P. Casey 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Casey: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Robert P. Casey                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Bill Cassidy 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Cassidy: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Bill Cassidy                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Bob Corker 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Corker: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Bob Corker                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable John Cornyn 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Cornyn: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable John Cornyn                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Catherine Cortez Masto 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Cortez Masto: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Catherine Cortez Masto                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Tom Cotton 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Cotton: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Tom Cotton                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Michael D. Crapo 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Crapo: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Michael D. Crapo                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Ted Cruz 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Cruz: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Ted Cruz                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Joseph Donnelly 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Donnelly: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Joseph Donnelly                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Tammy Duckworth 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Duckworth: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Tammy Duckworth                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Joni Ernst 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Ernst: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Joni Ernst                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Deb Fischer 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Fischer: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Deb Fischer                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jeff Flake 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Flake: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Jeff Flake                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Al Franken 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Franken: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Al Franken                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Cory Gardner 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Gardner: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Cory Gardner                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Kirsten E. Gillibrand 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Gillibrand: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Kirsten E. Gillibrand                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Grassley: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Orrin G. Hatch 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Hatch: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Orrin G. Hatch                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

2 



 
 

 

 
 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Martin T. Heinrich 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Heinrich: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Martin T. Heinrich                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Dean Heller 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Heller: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Dean Heller                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mazie K. Hirono 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Hirono: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Mazie K. Hirono                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable James M. Inhofe 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Inhofe: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable James M. Inhofe                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Johnny Isakson 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Isakson: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Johnny Isakson                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Tim Kaine 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Kaine: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Tim Kaine                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Angus King 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator King: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Angus King                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Amy Klobuchar 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Klobuchar: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Amy Klobuchar                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Michael Lee 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Lee: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Michael Lee                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Edward J. Markey 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Markey: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Edward J. Markey                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Robert Menendez 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Menendez: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Robert Menendez                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Bill Nelson 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Nelson: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Bill Nelson                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable David Perdue 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Perdue: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable David Perdue                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable James E. Risch 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Risch: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable James E. Risch                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Pat Roberts 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Roberts: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Pat Roberts                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mike Rounds 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Rounds: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Mike Rounds                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

2 



 
 

 

 
 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Bernard Sanders 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Sanders: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Bernard Sanders                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Ben Sasse 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Sasse: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Ben Sasse                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Charles E. Schumer 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Schumer: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Tim Scott 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Scott: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Tim Scott                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

2 



 
 

 

 
 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Debbie Stabenow 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Stabenow: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Luther Strange 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Strange: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Luther Strange                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Daniel Sullivan 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Sullivan: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Daniel Sullivan                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable John Thune 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Thune: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable John Thune                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

2 



 
 

 

 
 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Thom Tillis 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Tillis: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Thom Tillis                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Pat Toomey 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Toomey: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Pat Toomey                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mark Warner 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Warner: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Mark Warner                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Elizabeth Warren 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Warren: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Elizabeth Warren                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Whitehouse: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Roger F. Wicker 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Wicker: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Roger F. Wicker                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Ron Wyden 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Wyden: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Ron Wyden                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Todd Young 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Young: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Todd Young                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable John A. Barrasso 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Barrasso: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


The Honorable John A. Barrasso                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Michael Bennet 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Bennet: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Michael Bennet                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Richard Blumenthal 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Blumenthal: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Richard Blumenthal                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Cory A. Booker 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Booker: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Cory A. Booker                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Sherrod Brown 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Brown: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Sherrod Brown                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Richard Burr 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Burr: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Richard Burr                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Maria Cantwell 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Cantwell: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Maria Cantwell                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Benjamin L. Cardin 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Cardin: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Benjamin L. Cardin                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Robert P. Casey 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Casey: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Robert P. Casey                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Bill Cassidy 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Cassidy: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Bill Cassidy                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Bob Corker 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Corker: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Bob Corker                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable John Cornyn 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Cornyn: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable John Cornyn                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

2 



 
 

 

 
 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Catherine Cortez Masto 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Cortez Masto: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Catherine Cortez Masto                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Tom Cotton 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Cotton: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Tom Cotton                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Michael D. Crapo 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Crapo: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Michael D. Crapo                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Ted Cruz 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Cruz: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Ted Cruz                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Joseph Donnelly 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Donnelly: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Joseph Donnelly                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Tammy Duckworth 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Duckworth: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Tammy Duckworth                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Joni Ernst 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Ernst: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Joni Ernst                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Deb Fischer 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Fischer: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Deb Fischer                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jeff Flake 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Flake: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Jeff Flake                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Al Franken 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Franken: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Al Franken                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Cory Gardner 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Gardner: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Cory Gardner                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Kirsten E. Gillibrand 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Gillibrand: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Kirsten E. Gillibrand                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Charles E. Grassley 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Grassley: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Charles E. Grassley                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Orrin G. Hatch 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Hatch: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Orrin G. Hatch                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Martin T. Heinrich 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Heinrich: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Martin T. Heinrich                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Dean Heller 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Heller: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Dean Heller                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mazie K. Hirono 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Hirono: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Mazie K. Hirono                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable James M. Inhofe 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Inhofe: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable James M. Inhofe                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Johnny Isakson 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Isakson: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Johnny Isakson                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Tim Kaine 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Kaine: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Tim Kaine                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Angus King 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator King: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Angus King                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Amy Klobuchar 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Klobuchar: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Amy Klobuchar                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Michael Lee 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Lee: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Michael Lee                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Edward J. Markey 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Markey: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Edward J. Markey                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Robert Menendez 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Menendez: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Robert Menendez                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

2 



 
 

 

 
 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Bill Nelson 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Nelson: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Bill Nelson                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable David Perdue 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Perdue: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable David Perdue                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

2 



 
 

 

 
 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable James E. Risch 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Risch: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable James E. Risch                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Pat Roberts 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Roberts: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Pat Roberts                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mike Rounds 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Rounds: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Mike Rounds                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Bernard Sanders 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Sanders: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Bernard Sanders                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Ben Sasse 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Sasse: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Ben Sasse                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Charles E. Schumer 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Schumer: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Tim Scott 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Scott: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Tim Scott                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Debbie Stabenow 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Stabenow: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Debbie Stabenow                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

2 



 
 

 

 
 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Luther Strange 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Strange: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Luther Strange                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Daniel Sullivan 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Sullivan: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Daniel Sullivan                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable John Thune 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Thune: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable John Thune                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Thom Tillis 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Tillis: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Thom Tillis                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Pat Toomey 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Toomey: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Pat Toomey                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mark Warner 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Warner: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Mark Warner                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Elizabeth Warren 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Warren: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Elizabeth Warren                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Whitehouse: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Sheldon Whitehouse                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Roger F. Wicker 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Wicker: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Roger F. Wicker                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Ron Wyden 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Wyden: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Ron Wyden                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Todd Young 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Young: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005.  The Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American Community Survey 
handbook, available at http://www.census.gov/2020Subjects.html, explains the data produced 
from the proposed subjects and how the data benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,  three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
 
 

http://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/decennial-census/2020-census/planning-management/planning-docs/2020Subjects.html


 

 

The Honorable Todd Young                   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. If you have 
questions, we are available to discuss the attached handbook and our 2020 Census plans at your 
convenience. Please contact Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and 
Intergovernmental Affairs, at (301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Lamar Alexander 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Alexander: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



The Honorable Lamar Alexander 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Tammy Baldwin 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Baldwin: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Tammy Baldwin 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Roy Blunt 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Blunt: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Roy Blunt 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable John N. Boozman 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Boozman: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable John N. Boozman 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Capito: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Thad Cochran 
Chairman 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Thad Cochran 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Susan M. Collins 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Collins: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Susan M. Collins 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Christopher Coons 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Coons: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Christopher Coons 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Richard J. Durbin 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Durbin: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Feinstein: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Lindsey O. Graham 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Graham: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Lindsey O. Graham 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable John Kennedy 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Kennedy: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable John Kennedy 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Leahy: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Joe Manchin 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Manchin: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Joe Manchin 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator McConnell: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jeffrey Merkley 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Merkley: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Jeffrey Merkley 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jerry Moran 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Moran: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Jerry Moran 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Lisa A. Murkowski 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Murkowski: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Lisa A. Murkowski 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Christopher S. Murphy 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Murphy: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Christopher S. Murphy 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Patty Murray 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Murray: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Patty Murray 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jack Reed 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Reed: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Jack Reed 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Marco Rubio 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Rubio: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Marco Rubio 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Brian Schatz 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Schatz: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Brian Schatz 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Shaheen: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Richard C. Shelby 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Shelby: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Richard C. Shelby 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Tom Udall 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Udall: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Tom Udall 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Christopher Van Hollen 
Committee on Appropriations 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Van Hollen: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Christopher Van Hollen 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Steve Daines 
Committee on Homeland Security  
   and Governmental Reform  
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Daines: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Steve Daines 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable John Hoeven 
Committee on Homeland Security  
   and Governmental Reform  
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Hoeven: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable John Hoeven 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable James Lankford 
Committee on Homeland Security  
   and Governmental Reform 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Lankford: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable James Lankford 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jon Tester 
Committee on Homeland Security  
   and Governmental Reform 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Tester: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Jon Tester 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Thomas R. Carper 
Committee on Homeland Security  
   and Governmental Reform 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Carper: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Thomas R. Carper 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Michael B. Enzi 
Committee on Homeland Security  
   and Governmental Reform 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Enzi: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Michael B. Enzi 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Kamala D. Harris 
Committee on Homeland Security  
   and Governmental Reform 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Harris: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Kamala D. Harris 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Maggie Hassan 
Committee on Homeland Security  
   and Governmental Reform 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Hassan: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Maggie Hassan 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Heidi Heitkamp 
Committee on Homeland Security  
   and Governmental Reform 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Heitkamp: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Heidi Heitkamp 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Ron Johnson 
Chairman 
Committee on Homeland Security  
   and Governmental Reform 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Ron Johnson 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 

2 



 
 

 

 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable John McCain 
Committee on Homeland Security  
   and Governmental Reform 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator McCain: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable John McCain 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 

2 



 
 

 

March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Claire McCaskill 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Homeland Security  
   and Governmental Reform 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator McCaskill: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Claire McCaskill 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Rand Paul 
Committee on Homeland Security  
   and Governmental Reform 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Paul: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Rand Paul 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Gary Peters 
Committee on Homeland Security  
   and Governmental Reform 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Peters: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Gary Peters 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Rob Portman 
Committee on Homeland Security  
   and Governmental Reform 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Senator Portman: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the U.S. Census 
Bureau to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of 
the resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Rob Portman 
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Nita M. Lowey 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Lowey: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



The Honorable Nita M. Lowey   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Robert Aderholt 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Aderholt: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Robert Aderholt   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Pete Aguilar 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Aguilar: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Pete Aguilar   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mark Amodei 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Amodei: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Mark Amodei   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Sanford Bishop 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Bishop: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Sanford Bishop   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Ken Calvert 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Calvert: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Ken Calvert   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable John Carter 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Carter: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable John Carter   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Katherine Clark 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Clark: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Katherine Clark   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 

2 



 
 

 

 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Tom Cole 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Cole: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Tom Cole   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Henry Cuellar 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Cuellar: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Henry Cuellar   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable John Culberson 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Culberson: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable John Culberson   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative DeLauro: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Charles Dent 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Dent: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Charles Dent   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Diaz-Balart: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Mario Diaz-Balart   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 

2 



 
 

 

 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Charles Fleischmann 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Fleischmann: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Charles Fleischmann   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jeff Fortenberry 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Fortenberry: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Jeff Fortenberry   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Rodney Frelinghuysen 
Chairman 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Rodney Frelinghuysen   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Kay Granger 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Granger: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Kay Granger   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Tom Graves 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Graves: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Tom Graves   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Andy Harris 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Harris: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Andy Harris   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 

2 



 
 

 

 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jaime Herrera Beutler 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Herrera Beutler: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Jaime Herrera Beutler   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Lynn Jenkins 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Jenkins: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Lynn Jenkins   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable David Joyce 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Joyce: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable David Joyce   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Marcy Kaptur 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Kaptur: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Marcy Kaptur   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Derek Kilmer 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Kilmer: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Derek Kilmer   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Barbara Lee 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Lee: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Barbara Lee   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Alan Lowenthal 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Lowenthal: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Alan Lowenthal   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Betty McCollum 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative McCollum: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Betty McCollum   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Grace Meng 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Meng: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Grace Meng   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable John Moolenaar 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Moolenaar: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable John Moolenaar   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Dan Newhouse 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Newhouse: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Dan Newhouse   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Steven Palazzo 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Palazzo: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Steven Palazzo   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Chellie Pingree 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Pingree: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Chellie Pingree   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mark Pocan 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Pocan: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Mark Pocan   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable David Price 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Price: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable David Price   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mike Quigley 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Quigley: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Mike Quigley   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Martha Roby 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Roby: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Martha Roby   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Harold Rogers 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Rogers: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Harold Rogers   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Thomas Rooney 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Rooney: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Thomas Rooney   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 

2 



 
 

 

 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Roybal-Allard: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable C. Ruppersberger 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Ruppersberger: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable C. Ruppersberger   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Tim Ryan 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Ryan: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Tim Ryan   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable José Serrano 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Serrano: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable José Serrano   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Michael Simpson 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Simpson: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Michael Simpson   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Chris Stewart 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Stewart: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Chris Stewart   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Scott Taylor 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Taylor: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Scott Taylor   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable David Valadao 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Valadao: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable David Valadao   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Peter Visclosky 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Visclosky: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Peter Visclosky   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Debbie Wasserman Schultz 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Wasserman Schultz: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Debbie Wasserman Schultz   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Steve Womack 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Womack: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Steve Womack   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Kevin Yoder 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Yoder: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Kevin Yoder   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable David Young 
Committee on Appropriations 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Young: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable David Young   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 

2 



 
 

 

 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Matt Cartwright 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Cartwright: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Matt Cartwright   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Justin Amash 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Amash: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Justin Amash   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Rod Blum 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Blum: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Rod Blum   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jason Chaffetz 
Chairman 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Jason Chaffetz   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable William Lacy Clay 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Clay: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable William Lacy Clay   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable James Comer 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Comer: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable James Comer   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Gerald Connolly 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Connolly: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Gerald Connolly   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jim Cooper 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Cooper: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Jim Cooper   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Elijah Cummings 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Cummings: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Elijah Cummings   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Val Demings 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Demings: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Val Demings   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Ron DeSantis 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative DeSantis: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Ron DeSantis   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mark DeSaulnier 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative DeSaulnier: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Mark DeSaulnier   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Scott DesJarlais 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative DesJarlais: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Scott DesJarlais   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable John Duncan 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Duncan: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable John Duncan   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 

2 



 
 

 

 
March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Blake Farenthold 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Farenthold: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Blake Farenthold   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Virginia Foxx 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Foxx: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Virginia Foxx   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Paul Gosar 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Gosar: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Paul Gosar   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Trey Gowdy 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Gowdy: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Trey Gowdy   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Glenn Grothman 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Grothman: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Glenn Grothman   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jody Hice 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Hice: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Jody Hice   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Will Hurd 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Hurd: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Will Hurd   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Darrell Issa 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Issa: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Darrell Issa   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jim Jordan 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Jordan: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Jim Jordan   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Robin Kelly 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Kelly: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Robin Kelly   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Raja Krishnamoorthi 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Krishnamoorthi: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Raja Krishnamoorthi   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Brenda Lawrence 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Lawrence: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Brenda Lawrence   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Stephen Lynch 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Lynch: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Stephen Lynch   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Carolyn Maloney 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Maloney: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Carolyn Maloney   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Thomas Massie 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Massie: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Thomas Massie   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mark Meadows 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Meadows: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Mark Meadows   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Paul Mitchell 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Mitchell: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Paul Mitchell   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Eleanor Norton 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Norton: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Eleanor Norton   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Gary Palmer 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Palmer: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Gary Palmer   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Jamie Raskin 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Raskin: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Jamie Raskin   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Dennis Ross 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Ross: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Dennis Ross   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Steve Russell 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Russell: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Steve Russell   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mark Sanford 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Sanford: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Mark Sanford   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Mark Walker 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Walker: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Mark Walker   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Bonnie Watson Coleman 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Watson Coleman: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Bonnie Watson Coleman   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 

Enclosure 
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March 28, 2017 
 
The Honorable Peter Welch 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Representative Welch: 
 
Three years prior to every decennial census, the U.S. Census Bureau provides the subjects 
planned for the decennial census program to Congress in accordance with Section 141(f)(1) of 
Title 13, United States Code (U.S.C.). The 2020 Decennial Census Program is comprised of the 
2020 Census and the American Community Survey (ACS), which replaced the decennial census 
long form in 2005. The enclosed handbook, Subjects Planned for the 2020 Census and American 
Community Survey, explains the data produced from the proposed subjects and how the data 
benefit communities and federal agencies. 
 
In the 20th century, most addresses received a “short” form, while a portion of addresses 
received a more detailed “long” form. The 2000 Census short form was designed to collect basic 
demographic and housing information (such as age, race, gender, relationship to householder, 
and tenure) for apportionment and redistricting. The long form, sent to approximately 1 in 6 
households, collected social, housing, and economic information (such as educational attainment, 
disability status, employment status, income, and housing costs) used to plan and determine 
funding for a wide array of federal programs, and used by communities, businesses and all levels 
of government to provide a variety of services. 
 
Since 2005, in order to provide communities, businesses and the public with the detailed social, 
housing, and economic information more frequently, the long form data have been collected 
monthly (and released annually) through the ACS. In Puerto Rico, this survey is called the 
Puerto Rico Community Survey. This innovation enabled the 2010 Census to be a “short form 
only” census. Decoupling the collection of short and long form data allowed the Census Bureau 
to focus decennial census efforts on the constitutional requirements to produce a count of the 
resident population, while employing technology in both collections to improve efficiencies, 
improve accuracy, and reduce costs. The result has been the dissemination of more current and 
detailed information than has ever been available. 
 
The 2020 Decennial Census program, comprised of the 2020 Census and the ACS, will provide 
an official count through a “short form only” census as well as a portrait of communities across 
the Nation through data collected by the ACS. Pursuant to Title 13, U.S.C., Section 191, the 
2020 Census will include the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, three U.S. territories (the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands), and 
American Samoa. Subjects proposed for these areas will be provided in a separate letter. 
  



 

 

The Honorable Peter Welch   
 
We look forward to working with you on the 2020 Decennial Census Program. Please contact 
Alan Lang, Acting Chief, Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Affairs, at  
(301) 763-6100 for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John H. Thompson 
Director 
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