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You may download TIGER/Line Shapefiles using a 
Web interface, directly from our FTP site, or via an 
FTP client. To download through the Web interface 
or FTP site, go to <www.census.gov/programs
-surveys/geography.html>. Choose Geographies, 
then Mapping Files, then TIGER/Line Shapefiles. 
Choose the year. 

Available Shapefiles
• States
• Counties and county equivalents
• County subdivisions
• Places
• Census tracts
• Block groups
• Blocks
• American Indian, Alaska Native, Native 

Hawaiian areas
• Alaska Native regional corporations
• Tribal subdivisions

Web Interface
Choose Web Interface under the download 
header. Select the year again, select the geogra-
phy from the drop-down menu (e.g., census 
tracts) and click Submit. Choose the state and 
county if needed, then click Download. 

Please note that if using Google Chrome as your 
browser, pop ups, therefore downloads, may not 
appear depending on your settings. In that case, 
try a di�erent browser.  

Downloading TIGER/Line® 
Shapefiles

• Congressional districts
• State legislative districts
• Metropolitan/micropolitan statistical areas
• Public Use Microdata Areas (PUMAs)
• New England city and town areas
• Roads, rails, rivers
• School districts
• Urban areas
• Voting districts
• ZIP Code Tabulation Areas (ZCTAs)
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TIGER2019). Refer to File Naming Conventions 
<www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography
/technical-documentation/naming-convention
.html> for information about how the files are 
organized. 
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Direct From FTP Site
To download directly from the Census Bureau's 
FTP site using a Web browser, click on the FTP 
link on the TIGER/Line Shapefiles page.

On the FTP site, navigate to the version of 
TIGER/Line Shapefiles to download (e.g., 

Connecting via FTP Client
To access a large number of files, use FTP soft-
ware to connect to the Census Bureau's FTP site. 
There are many free FTP clients. Once in the FTP 
application, the host name must be the Census 
Bureau's main FTP site: <ftp://ftp2.census.gov>. 
Choose GEO, then TIGER. Use "anonymous" for 
the username and password. 

Unzipping Files
Most operating systems have a built-in unzipping 
utility. Free or low-cost unzipping utilities are also 
available. Unzip and save the files. Files included 
in the shapefile package are the shapefile (.shp), 
a projection and coordinate system file (.prj), a 
database file (.dbf) that can be viewed with the 

other files in the Geographic Information System 
(GIS) software or separately in tabular data 
software such as Excel, and the metadata file. 

Opening in GIS Software
TIGER/Line Shapefiles can be opened with GIS 
software. There are a number of options available, 
including commercial, free, and open-source 
software packages. Refer to guidance from the 
software developer on how to open shapefiles. 
You may then join demographic data to the 
shapefiles from within the GIS software.

You can download free demographic data from 
<https://data.census.gov>.

Connect with us
@uscensusbureau




