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Definition of an Address 

• Residential versus nonresidential: 
• Residential addresses are addresses of housing 

units/living quarters and/or group quarters where 
one or more persons could live. 

• Nonresidential addresses are addresses of a 
structure or unit within a structure that do not serve 
as a residence, such as government offices, 
commercial establishments, schools, and 
churches. 



Residential Addresses 
• Housing Unit: A single-family house, townhouse, mobile home, 

trailer, apartment, group of rooms, or a single room occupied as a 
separate living quarters or, if vacant, intended for occupancy as a 
separate living quarters. A separate living quarters is one in which 
one or more occupants (or intended occupants, if vacant) live 
separate from any other individual(s) in the building and have direct 
access to the living quarters without going through another living 
quarters, such as from outside the building or through a common 
hall. 

 
• Group Quarters: A place where people live or stay, in a group living 

arrangement, that is owned or managed by an entity or organization 
providing housing and/or services for the residents. This is not a 
typical household-type living arrangement. These services may 
include custodial or medical care as well as other types of 
assistance, and residency is commonly restricted to those receiving 
these services. People living in group quarters are usually not 
related to each other. 
 

 



City-Style Addresses 

• The Census Bureau classifies housing unit and group 
quarters addresses that have a house number and street 
name address, for example, 212 Elm Street or 137 Clark 
Ct., Apt. 316, as city-style addresses.  

• In some instances, the house number may also include 
an alpha character such as 35A or W9254.  

• These addresses are used for mailing or to provide 
location for emergency services, such as police, fire, and 
rescue (E-911 addresses).  

 



Noncity-Style Addresses 

• The Census Bureau classifies addresses that do not 
include a house number and/or a street name as 
noncity-style addresses. Noncity-style addresses 
also may not include a complete house number and 
street name address. Frequently used noncity-style 
mailing addresses include:  

• General delivery  
• Rural route and box number 
• Highway contract route and box number 
• Post Office box 



Other Types of Census “Addresses” 

• Location descriptions (BRICK HSE w/ATTACHED GARAGE 
ON RIGHT) 
 

• Structure points (geographic coordinates) 
 

• Census block geocodes 
 
• Targeted Non-sheltered Outdoor Locations (for example, 

homeless encampment under a bridge) 
 

• Transient Locations (carnivals, marinas, RV parks, etc.) 
 

• Crews of Maritime Vessels 
 



How Does the Census Bureau Use 
Addresses? 

• Questionnaire delivery (Mailing) 
 

• In-person interviewing (Location) 
 

• Tabulation of results (Geocoding) 
 

• Research 



Census Minimum Address Guidelines 

Minimum Address Information 

Complete City-Style Addresses 

1 Address Number, Street Name, Block 

2 Address Number, Street Name, (ZIP Code or City, State) 

3 Apartment Complex Name/ Building Name and Within Structure Identifier and (ZIP or City/State, or block) 

Complete Non-City-Style Mailing Addresses 

4 Rural Route Descriptor, RR ID, Box Number, ZIP 

5 Rural Route Descriptor, RR ID, Box Number, City, State 

6 Post Office Box Addresses 

Other Addresses 

7 Location Description, Street Name, Block 

8 Lat/Long Coordinate 
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