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30.3% Renter
Occupied69.7% Owner Occupied

Average Household Size
of Renter-Occupied Units:

2.37 people

Average Household Size
of Owner-Occupied Units:

2.52 people

Total Occupied Housing Units:

1,883,791
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Population by Sex and Age
Total Population: 4,779,736

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 
makes up 3.9% of the state population. 

State Race* Breakdown

Black or
African

American
(26.2%)

American Indian and
Alaska Native (0.6%)

Asian (1.1%)

Native Hawaiian and Other
Pacific Islander (0.1%)

Some other race (2.0%)

Two or more races
(1.5%)

White
(68.5%)

*One race

Alabama Population
1970 to 2010

2010

2000

1990

1980

1970

4,447,100
4,040,587
3,893,888

3,444,165

4,779,736



Visit: http://www.census.gov/geo/www/2010census/   E-mail: geo.geography@census.gov  Call: (301) 763-1128 

BASIC INFORMATION 

Alabama  

2010 Census Population:  4,779,736 (23rd) 
Land Area:   50,645.3 square miles (28th) 
Density:    94.4 persons per square mile (27th) 
Capital:    Montgomery 

HISTORY 

The area of Alabama north of the 31st parallel was part of the original territory of 
the United States. The northern two-thirds were a part of Georgia until 1802. The 
southern one-third of the territory north of the 31st parallel was unorganized until 
1798 with the creation of Mississippi Territory. The United States claimed the 
territory south of the 31st parallel as part of the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, but 
did not formally acquire this territory from Spain until 1812. Alabama Territory 
was organized from the eastern part of Mississippi Territory on March 3, 1817, 
with generally the same boundary as the present state.  
 
Although the territory had not yet been legally established, census data for 
Alabama are available beginning with the 1800 census. The 1800 population 
shown for Alabama is for that portion of the present state north of the 31st parallel 
that was part of Mississippi Territory; it does not include population in the area 
claimed by Georgia. The 1810 population shown is for all of the present state 
north of the 31st parallel. The population of the entire legally established 
Mississippi Territory (of which the area of Alabama was a part) was 40,352 in 
1810 and 8,550 in 1800. 
 
Data for the legally established state of Alabama are available beginning with the 
1820 census. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Became a State:   December 14, 1819 (22nd) 
Bordering States: Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, Tennessee 
Abbreviation:   AL 
ANSI/FIPS Code:   01 

AMERICAN INDIAN AREAS 

Alabama has one federally recognized American Indian reservation and off-
reservation trust land, one state recognized reservation, and six state designated 
tribal statistical areas (SDTSAs). 

METROPOLITAN AND MICROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS AND RELATED 
STATISTICAL AREAS 

Alabama has 12 metropolitan statistical areas, 13 micropolitan statistical areas, 
and 7 combined statistical areas. 

COUNTIES 

There are 67 counties in Alabama.  Each county is governed by a county 
commission. 

COUNTY SUBDIVISIONS 

There are 390 county subdivisions in Alabama.  They are all census county 
divisions (CCDs), which are delineated for statistical purposes, have no legal 
function, and are not governmental units.   

PLACES 

Alabama has 578 places; 460 incorporated places and 118 census designated 
places (CDPs).  The incorporated places consist of 167 cities and 293 towns.   

Geographic Entities 2010 Census Census 2000 Features 2010 Census
American Indian / Alaska Native / Native Hawaiian Areas 8                     7                     Address Range-Feature Names 1,073,478        
Block Groups 3,438             3,329             Address Ranges 878,959           
Census Blocks 252,266        175,220        Area Landmarks 2,615                
Census Tracts 1,181             1,081             Area Water 53,730              
Congressional Districts (108th - 112th) 7                     7                     Edges 1,734,144        
Counties and Equivalents 67                   67                   Feature Names 1,595,944        
County Subdivisions 390                390                Linear Water 169,220           
Places 578                494                Point Landmarks 3,569                
State Legislative Districts (Lower) 105                105                Primary and Secondary Roads 7,560                
State Legislative Districts (Upper) 35                   35                   Roads 419,928           
Unified School Districts 134                131                Topological Faces 519,570           
Voting Districts 1,993             1,987             Topological Faces-Area Hydrography 99,626              

Topological Faces-Area Landmark 8,479                
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