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27.9% Renter
Occupied72.1% Owner Occupied

Average Household Size
of Renter-Occupied Units:

2.48 people

Average Household Size
of Owner-Occupied Units:

2.58 people

Total Occupied Housing Units:

342,297
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Population by Sex and Age
Total Population: 897,934

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 
makes up 8.2% of the state population. 

State Race* Breakdown

Black or
African

American
(21.4%)

American Indian and
Alaska Native (0.5%)

Asian (3.2%)

Native Hawaiian and Other
Pacific Islander (<0.1%)

Some other race (3.4%)

Two or more races (2.7%)

White
(68.9%)

*One race

Delaware Population
1970 to 2010
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2000

1990

1980

1970

783,600
666,168

594,338
548,104

897,934
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BASIC INFORMATION 

Delaware  

2010 Census Population: 897,934 (45th)
Land Area: 1,948.5 square miles (49th)
Density: 460.8 persons per square mile (6th)
Capital: Dover

HISTORY 

The area of Delaware was part of the original territory of the United States.
Included in the grant to William Penn, the Three Lower Counties (Delaware) were
annexed as part of the grant establishing the Province of Pennsylvania in 1683.
The counties were granted a separate charter providing semi-autonomy in 1701,
with generally the same boundary as the present state. In 1776, Delaware
declared itself a separate government. Delaware ratified the U.S. Constitution on
December 7, 1787; it was the first of the original 13 states to join the Union.

Census data for Delaware are available beginning with the 1790 census.

AMERICAN INDIAN AREAS 

Delaware has two state designated tribal statistical areas (SDTSAs).

METROPOLITAN AND MICROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS AND RELATED 
STATISTICAL AREAS 

Delaware has two metropolitan statistical areas, one micropolitan statistical area,
one metropolitan division, and one combined statistical area.

Became a State: December 7, 1787 (1st)
Bordering States: Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania
Abbreviation: DE
ANSI/FIPS Code: 10

COUNTIES 

There are three counties in Delaware. Kent County’s governing body is the levy
court. New Castle and Sussex counties’ are each governed by a county council.

COUNTY SUBDIVISIONS 

There are 27 county subdivisions in Delaware. They are all census county divisions
(CCDs), which are delineated for statistical purposes, have no legal function, and
are not governmental units.

PLACES 

Delaware has 78 places; 57 incorporated places and 19 census designated places
(CDPs). The incorporated places consist of 10 cities, 44 towns, and 3 villages.

Geographic En es 2010 Census Census 2000 Features 2010 Census
American Indian / Alaska Na ve / Na ve Hawaiian Areas 2                     1                     Address Range-Feature Names 127,429        
Block Groups 574                502                Address Ranges 99,557          
Census Blocks 24,115          17,483          Area Landmarks 120                
Census Tracts 218                197                Areal Water 634                
Congressional Districts (108th - 112th) 1                     1                     Edges 120,145        
Coun es and Equivalents 3                     3                     Feature Names 129,159        
County Subdivisions 27                  27                  Linear Water 2,693            
Places 76                  75                  Point Landmarks 3,670            
State Legisla ve Districts (Lower) 41                  42                  Primary and Secondary Roads 2,115            
State Legisla ve Districts (Upper) 21                  22                  Roads 38,629          
Unified School Districts 16                  16                  Topological Faces 35,730          
Vo ng Districts 436                400                Topological Faces-Area Hydrography 1,583            

Topological Faces-Area Landmark 327                
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