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58.0% Renter
Occupied

42.0% Owner
Occupied

Average Household Size
of Renter-Occupied Units:

2.04 people

Average Household Size
of Owner-Occupied Units:

2.20 people

Total Occupied Housing Units:

266,707

Housing Tenure

80

70

60

50

40

30

20

10

85+ Years

0 20,000 40,00040,000 20,000

FemaleMale

Population by Sex and Age
Total Population: 601,723

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 
makes up 9.1% of the state population. 

State Race* Breakdown

Black or
African American

(50.7%)

American Indian and
Alaska Native (0.3%)

Asian (3.5%)

Native Hawaiian and Other
Pacific Islander (0.1%)

Some other race (4.1%)

Two or more races (2.9%)

White
(38.5%)

*One race

District of Columbia Population
1970 to 2010

2010

2000

1990

1980

1970

572,059
606,900
638,333

756,510

601,723



Visit: h p://www.census.gov/geo/www/2010census/   E-mail: geo.geography@census.gov  Call: (301) 763-1128 

BASIC INFORMATION 

District of Columbia 

2010 Census Population:  601,723 
Land Area:   61.1 square miles 
Density:    9,856.5 persons per square mile 

HISTORY 

The area of the District of Columbia was part of the original territory of the United 
States. The District of Columbia was formed from territory ceded by Maryland and 
Virginia in 1788, and was established in accordance with Acts of Congress passed 
in 1790 and 1791. Its boundary, a square ten miles on a side with vertices at the 
cardinal points to resemble a diamond, was established on March 30, 1791, and 
included all of the territory within present-day Arlington County, Virginia, and 
part of Alexandria city, Virginia. The portion south of the Potomac River was 
retroceded to Virginia in 1846.  
 
Census data for the District of Columbia are available beginning with the 1800 
census. The population shown for the District of Columbia from 1800 to 1840 
does not include the portion of Virginia legally included in the district at the time 
of those censuses. The population of the District of Columbia as legally existent in 
those censuses is: 43,712 in 1840; 39,834 in 1830; 33,039 in 1820; 24,023 in 
1810; and 14,093 in 1800. Congress abolished the original county (Washington 
County) and incorporated places (Georgetown and Washington cities) in the 
District of Columbia in 1871, but later reestablished the city of Washington. The 
Census Bureau continued to recognize the boundaries of the previously existing 
areas for the 1880 and 1890 censuses. Congress has treated the District of 
Columbia as coextensive with Washington city since 1895. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bordering States:   Maryland, Virginia 
Abbreviation:   DC 
ANSI/FIPS Code:   11 

METROPOLITAN AND MICROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS AND RELATED 
STATISTICAL AREAS 

The District of Columbia is part of one metropolitan statistical area, one 
metropolitan division, and one combined statistical area. 

COUNTIES 

The District of Columbia does not contain any counties, but it is considered a 
county equivalent for the purposes of data presentation. 

COUNTY SUBDIVISIONS 

There are no county subdivisions in the District of Columbia, but it is considered a 
county subdivision equivalent for the purposes of data presentation. 

PLACES 

The District of Columbia has one city, Washington, which is coextensive with the 
District of Columbia.  Washington city governmentally consolidated with the 
District of Columbia in 1874, which is a functioning government at the equivalent 
of the state level. 

Geographic Entities 2010 Census Census 2000 Features 2010 Census
Block Groups 450                     433                    Address Range-Feature Names 27,393          
Census Blocks 6,507                 5,674                 Address Ranges 26,384          
Census Tracts 179                     188                    Area Landmarks 47                  
Congressional Districts (108th - 112th) 1                          1                         Areal Water 163                
Counties and Equivalents 1                          1                         Edges 20,317          
County Subdivisions 1                          1                         Feature Names 19,716          
Places 1                          1                         Linear Water 143                
State Legislative Districts (Upper) 8                          N/A Point Landmarks 468                
Unified School Districts 1                          1                         Primary and Secondary Roads 104                
Voting Districts 143                     8                         Roads 4,854            

Topological Faces 8,072            
Topological Faces-Area Hydrography 383                
Topological Faces-Area Landmark 617                
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