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27.9% Renter
Occupied72.1% Owner Occupied

Average Household Size
of Renter-Occupied Units:

2.14 people

Average Household Size
of Owner-Occupied Units:

2.52 people

Total Occupied Housing Units:

1,221,576
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Population by Sex and Age
Total Population: 3,046,355

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 
makes up 5.0% of the state population. 

State Race* Breakdown

Black or African American
(2.9%)

American Indian and
Alaska Native (0.4%)

Asian (1.7%)

Native Hawaiian and Other
Pacific Islander (0.1%)

Some other race (1.8%)

Two or more races (1.8%)

White
(91.3%)

*One race

Iowa Population
1970 to 2010

2010

2000

1990

1980

1970

2,926,324
2,776,755
2,913,808
2,824,376

3,046,355
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BASIC INFORMATION 

Iowa  

2010 Census Population:    3,046,355 (30th)  
Land Area:    55,857.1 square miles (23rd)  
Density:     54.5 persons per square mile (36th) 
Capital:      Des Moines 
Became a State:     December 28, 1846 (29th) 

HISTORY 

The United States acquired the area of Iowa from France in 1803 as part of the 
Louisiana Purchase. Iowa Territory was organized on June 12, 1838, from part of 
Wisconsin Territory; it included all of present-day Iowa, the eastern part of North 
Dakota and South Dakota, and the western part of Minnesota. Iowa was admitted 
to the Union on December 28, 1846, as the 29th state with generally the same 
boundary as the present state. The remaining part of the territory was unattached 
until the organization of Minnesota Territory in 1849. Nebraska and Iowa have 
made periodic adjustments to their boundary as the Missouri River has changed 
its course. 
 
Census data for Iowa are available beginning with the 1840 census. The 1840 
population includes the portion of Iowa Territory in present-day Minnesota west 
of the Mississippi River and a line drawn from its source northward to the 
Canadian boundary. 

AMERICAN INDIAN AREAS 

Iowa has four federally recognized American Indian areas. There are three 
reservations and one trust land. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bordering States:  Illinois, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, 
South Dakota, Wisconsin 

Abbreviation:    IA 
ANSI/FIPS Code:    19 
 

METROPOLITAN AND MICROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS AND RELATED 
STATISTICAL AREAS 

Iowa has 9 metropolitan statistical areas, 15 micropolitan statistical areas, and 4 
combined statistical areas. 

COUNTIES 

There are 99 counties in Iowa.  All counties in Iowa are functioning governmental 
units; each governed by a county board of supervisors. 

COUNTY SUBDIVISIONS 

There are 1,661 county subdivisions in Iowa known as minor civil divisions 
(MCDs).  There are 1,598 townships.  

PLACES 

Iowa has 1,009 places; 947 incorporated places and 62 census designated places 
(CDPs). The incorporated places are all cities.   

Geographic Entities 2010 Census Census 2000 Features 2010 Census

American Indian / Alaska Native / Native Hawaiian Areas 4                 3                    Address Range-Feature Names 1,095,689      
Block Groups 2,630          2,634             Address Ranges 893,186         
Census Blocks 216,007      168,075         Area Landmarks 4,777             
Census Tracts 825             793                Areal Water 16,448           
Congressional Districts (108th - 112th) 5                 5                    Edges 1,155,204      
Counties and Equivalents 99               99                  Feature Names 1,174,084      
County Subdivisions 1,661          1,661             Linear Water 52,125           
Places 1,009          954                Point Landmarks 13,539           
State Legislative Districts (Lower) 100             100                Primary and Secondary Roads 5,390             
State Legislative Districts (Upper) 50               50                  Roads 293,611         
Unified School Districts 364             376                Topological Faces 362,430         
Voting Districts 2,525          2,885             Topological Faces-Area Hydrography 25,151           

Topological Faces-Area Landmarks 11,561           
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