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31.3% Renter
Occupied68.7% Owner Occupied

Average Household Size
of Renter-Occupied Units:

2.31 people

Average Household Size
of Owner-Occupied Units:

2.51 people

Total Occupied Housing Units:

1,719,965
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Population by Sex and Age
Total Population: 4,339,367

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 
makes up 3.1% of the state population. 

State Race* Breakdown

Black or African American
(7.8%)

American Indian and
Alaska Native (0.2%)

Asian (1.1%)

Native Hawaiian and Other
Pacific Islander (0.1%)

Some other race (1.3%)

Two or more races (1.7%)

White
(87.8%)

*One race

Kentucky Population
1970 to 2010

2010

2000

1990

1980

1970

4,041,769
3,685,296
3,660,777

3,218,706

4,339,367



Visit: h p://www.census.gov/geo/www/2010census/   E-mail: geo.geography@census.gov  Call: (301) 763-1128 

BASIC INFORMATION 

Kentucky  

2010 Census Population:  4,339,367 (26th) 
Land Area:   39,486.3 square miles (37th) 
Density:    109.9 persons per square mile (22nd) 
Capital:    Frankfort 
Became a State:   June 1, 1792 (15th) 

HISTORY 

The area of Kentucky was originally part of Virginia within the original United 
States. Virginia ceded the district of Kentucky to the United States in 1792, and 
this area was included briefly in the Southwest Territory (“territory . . . south of the 
Ohio River”). Upon resolution of a boundary dispute with Tennessee in 1820, 
Kentucky assumed generally the same boundary as the present state.  
 
Kentucky is one of four states that are legally described as a commonwealth. 
Although it was still part of Virginia, census data for Kentucky are available 
separately beginning with the 1790 census. The population shown for Kentucky in 
the 1790-1820 censuses is based on the present state boundary, not the territory 
claimed by Kentucky from Tennessee along its southern boundary. The population 
of the entire legally established state of Virginia (of which the area of Kentucky 
was a part) in 1790 was 821,287. 
 
Data for the legally established state of Kentucky are available beginning with the 
1800 census, minus claimed territory.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bordering States: Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee, 
Virginia, West Virginia 

Abbreviation:   KY 
ANSI/FIPS Code:   21 
 

METROPOLITAN AND MICROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS AND RELATED 
STATISTICAL AREAS 

There are 9 metropolitan statistical areas, 17 micropolitan statistical areas, and 6 
combined statistical areas. 

COUNTIES 

There are 120 counties in Kentucky.  Two counties are not considered to be 
functioning because they have consolidated governmental functions with an 
incorporated place.   

COUNTY SUBDIVISIONS 

There are 493 county subdivisions in Kentucky. They are all census county 
divisions (CCDs), which are delineated for statistical purposes, have no legal 
function, and are not governmental units.   

PLACES 

Kentucky has 524 places; 422 incorporated places and 102 census designated 
places (CDPs).  The incorporated places consist of 420 cities, 1 urban county, and 
1 balance of county representing the area of the Louisville/Jefferson consolidated 
city outside of the incorporated places.   

Geographic Entities 2010 Census Census 2000 Features 2010 Census

Block Groups 3,285 3,157 Address Range-Feature Names 801,486
Census Blocks 161,672 122,141 Address Ranges 651,669
Census Tracts 1,115 994 Area Landmarks 2,216
Congressional Districts (108th-112th) 6 6 Area Water 189,856
Consolidated Cities 1 N/A Edges 1,601,292
Counties and Equivalents 120 120 Feature Names 1,350,883
County Subdivisions 493 481 Linear Water 187,826
Elementary School Districts 3 N/A Point Landmarks 13,002
Places 524 467 Primary and Secondary Roads 15,678
Secondary School Districts 3 N/A Roads 305,905
State Legislative Districts (Lower) 100 N/A Topological Faces 565,360
State Legislative Districts (Upper) 38 N/A Topological Faces-Area Hydrography 234,337
Unified School Districts 174 179 Topological Faces-Area Landmark 7,247
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