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28.7% Renter
Occupied71.3% Owner Occupied

Average Household Size
of Renter-Occupied Units:

2.04 people

Average Household Size
of Owner-Occupied Units:

2.43 people

Total Occupied Housing Units:

557,219
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Population by Sex and Age
Total Population: 1,328,361

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 
makes up 1.3% of the state population. 

State Race* Breakdown

Black or African American
(1.2%)

American Indian and
Alaska Native (0.6%)

Asian (1.0%)

Native Hawaiian and Other
Pacific Islander (<0.1%)

Some other race (0.3%)

Two or more races
(1.6%)

White
(95.2%)

*One race

Maine Population
1970 to 2010

2010

2000

1990

1980

1970

1,274,923
1,227,928

1,124,660
992,048

1,328,361
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BASIC INFORMATION 

Maine  

2010 Census Population:  1,328,361 (41st) 
Land Area:   30,842.9 square miles (39th) 
Density:    43.1 persons per square mile (38th) 
Capital:    Augusta 
Became a State:   March 15, 1820 (23rd) 

HISTORY 

Maine was originally part of Massachusetts. It was included in the Charter of New 
England in 1620 and the Charter of Massachusetts Bay in 1629; the latter became 
the Constitution of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, predecessor to the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts. In 1819, Massachusetts agreed to allow its 
district of Maine to petition for statehood. Maine was admitted to the Union as a 
separate state on March 15, 1820, as the 23rd state. The state’s boundary with 
Canada was not formally established until the Webster-Ashburton Treaty of 1842, 
when Maine assumed generally the same boundary as the present state. 
 
Census data for Maine are available beginning with the 1790 census. Maine was 
enumerated as a separate district within the state of Massachusetts in the 1790, 
1800, and 1810 censuses. Presentation of data as a separate state began with the 
1820 census. The population of the legal area of Massachusetts (of which the area 
of Maine was a part) was 700,745 in 1810; 574,564 in 1800; and 475,327 in 
1790. 
 
Data for the legally established state of Maine are available beginning with the 
1820 census. 

AMERICAN INDIAN AREAS 

Maine has six federally recognized American Indian areas.  There are four 
reservations, two with off-reservation trust land.  There are also two trust lands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bordering States:   New Hampshire 
International Border:  Canada 
Abbreviation:   ME 
ANSI/FIPS Code:   23 
 

METROPOLITAN AND MICROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS AND RELATED 
STATISTICAL AREAS 

Maine has three metropolitan statistical areas, two micropolitan statistical areas, 
one combined statistical area, five metropolitan New England city and town areas 
(NECTAs), five micropolitan NECTAs, and three combined NECTAs. 

COUNTIES 

There are 16 counties in Maine.  Each county is governed by a board of county 
commissioners.   

COUNTY SUBDIVISIONS 

There are 533 county subdivisions in Maine known as minor civil divisions (MCDs).  
There are 433 towns which are functioning governmental units, each governed by 
a board of selectmen.  There are 34 plantations which are functioning but not 
necessarily active governmental units, each governed by a board of assessors.   

PLACES 

Maine has 131 places; 22 incorporated places and 109 census designated places 
(CDPs).  The incorporated places are all cities.  In Maine, incorporated places are 
independent of county subdivisions.  Cities and MCDs have similar governmental 
functions, each governed by a board of selectmen. 

Geographic Entities 2010 Census Census 2000 Features 2010 Census

American Indian / Alaska Native / Native Hawaiian Areas 6                    6                    Address Range-Feature Names 271,116         
Block Groups 1,086             1,143             Address Ranges 233,205         
Census Blocks 69,518           56,893           Area Landmarks 2,093             
Census Tracts 358                348                Area Water 8,745             
Congressional Districts (108th - 112th) 2                    2                    Edges 503,524         
Counties and Equivalents 16                  16                  Feature Names 464,390         
County Subdivisions 533                535                Linear Water 27,368           
Elementary School Districts 5                    25                  Point Landmarks 3,579             
Places 131                111                Primary and Secondary Roads 6,571             
Secondary School Districts 4                    8                    Roads 167,923         
State Legislative Districts (Lower) 152                N/A Topological Faces 128,730         
State Legislative Districts (Upper) 36                  N/A Topological Faces-Area Hydrography 18,939           
Unified School Districts 240                265                Topological Faces-Area Landmark 3,833             
Voting Districts 288                287                
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