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30.7% Renter
Occupied69.3% Owner Occupied

Average Household Size
of Renter-Occupied Units:

2.45 people

Average Household Size
of Owner-Occupied Units:

2.51 people

Total Occupied Housing Units:

1,801,181
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Population by Sex and Age
Total Population: 4,625,364

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 
makes up 5.1% of the state population. 

State Race* Breakdown

Black or
African

American
(27.9%)

American Indian and
Alaska Native (0.4%)

Asian (1.3%)

Native Hawaiian and Other
Pacific Islander (0.1%)

Some other race (2.5%)

Two or more races
(1.7%)

White
(66.2%)

*One race

South Carolina Population
1970 to 2010

2010

2000

1990

1980

1970

4,012,012
3,486,703

3,121,820
2,590,516

4,625,364



Visit: h p://www.census.gov/geo/www/2010census/   E-mail: geo.geography@census.gov  Call: (301) 763-1128 

BASIC INFORMATION 

South Carolina  

Entity Type 2010 Census Census 2000 Features 2010 Census

American Indian / Alaska Native / Native Hawaiian Area 7                    1                    Address Range-Feature Names 990,274        
Block Groups 3,059             2,859             Address Ranges 774,117        
Census Blocks 181,908         143,919         Area Landmarks 901               
Census Tracts 1,103             867                Area Water 14,973          
Congressional Districts (108th - 112th) 6                    6                    Edges 1,113,451     
Counties and Equivalents 46                  46                  Feature Names 1,129,548     
County Subdivisions 299                296                Linear Water 63,728          
Elementary School Districts 2                    2                    Point Landmarks 12,730          
Places 395                368                Primary and Secondary Roads 7,289            
Secondary School Districts 2                    2                    Roads 315,712        
State Legislative Districts (Lower) 124                124                Topological Faces 324,372        
State Legislative Districts (Upper) 46                  46                  Topological Faces - Area Hydrography 34,712          
Unified School Districts 86                  87                  Topological Faces - Area Landmark 4,822            
Voting Districts 2,122             2,173             

2010 Census Population:  4,625,364 (24th) 
Land Area:   30,060.7 square miles (40th) 
Density:    153.9 persons per square mile (20th) 
Capital:    Columbia 

HISTORY 

The area of South Carolina was part of the original territory of the United States. 
Both North Carolina and South Carolina were included in the charter that 
established Carolina in 1663. The two areas separated in 1712—a separation that 
was finalized when the Carolina Colony was dissolved in 1729—with generally the 
same shared boundary as the present states. However, they did not settle on a 
final boundary until 1813. South Carolina ceded area to the United States to 
assume generally the same boundary as the present state; the ceded area became 
part of the Georgia and Mississippi Territory in 1802. South Carolina ratified the 
U.S. Constitution on May 23, 1788; it was the eighth of the original 13 states to 
join the Union.  
 
Census data for South Carolina are available beginning with the 1790 census. 

AMERICAN INDIAN AREAS 

South Carolina has one federally recognized American Indian reservation and six 
state recognized reservations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Became a State:   May 23, 1788 (8th) 
Bordering States:   Georgia, North Carolina 
Abbreviation:   SC 
ANSI/FIPS Code:   45 

METROPOLITAN AND MICROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS AND RELATED 
STATISTICAL AREAS 

South Carolina has 10 metropolitan statistical areas, 13 micropolitan statistical 
areas, and 4 combined statistical areas. 

COUNTIES 

There are 46 counties in South Carolina. All counties are functioning 
governmental units, each governed by a county council. 

COUNTY SUBDIVISIONS 

There are 299 county subdivisions in South Carolina. They are all census county 
divisions (CCDs), which are delineated for statistical purposes, have no legal 
function, and are not governmental units.   

PLACES 

South Carolina has 395 places; 269 incorporated places and 126 census 
designated places (CDPs).  The incorporated places consist of 69 cities and 200 
towns.   
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