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36.1% Renter
Occupied63.9% Owner Occupied

Average Household Size
of Renter-Occupied Units:

2.35 people

Average Household Size
of Owner-Occupied Units:

2.61 people

Total Occupied Housing Units:

2,620,076
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Population by Sex and Age
Total Population: 6,724,540

Hispanic or Latino (of any race) 
makes up 11.2% of the state population. 

State Race* Breakdown

Black or African American
(3.6%)

American Indian and
Alaska Native (1.5%)

Asian (7.2%)

Native Hawaiian and Other
Pacific Islander (0.6%)

Some other race (5.2%)

Two or more races
(4.7%)

White
(77.3%)

*One race

Washington Population
1970 to 2010

2010

2000

1990

1980

1970

5,894,121
4,866,692

4,132,156
3,409,169

6,724,540
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BASIC INFORMATION 

Washington  

Entity Type 2010 Census Census 2000 Features 2010 Census

American Indian / Alaska Native / Native Hawaiian Areas 28                  27                  Address Range-Feature Names 1,009,046     
American Indian Tribal Subdivisions 19                  N/A Address Ranges 901,675        
Block Groups 4,783             4,825             Area Landmarks 1,626            
Census Blocks 195,574         170,871         Area Water 15,441          
Census Tracts 1,458             1,318             Edges 1,493,184     
Congressional Districts (108th - 112th) 9                    9                    Feature Names 1,340,089     
Counties and Equivalents 39                  39                  Linear Water 97,953          
County Subdivisions 242                242                Point Landmarks 17,825          
Elementary School Districts N/A 6                    Primary and Secondary Roads 3,914            
Places 628                522                Roads 422,775        
State Legislative Districts (Lower) 49                  49                  Topological Faces 425,339        
State Legislative Districts (Upper) 49                  49                  Topological Faces - Area Hydrography 36,193          
Urban Growth Areas 253                N/A Topological Faces - Area Landmark 21,470          
Unified School Districts 295                291                
Voting Districts 6,966             7,475             

2010 Census Population:  6,724,540 (13th) 
Land Area:   66,455.5 square miles (20th) 
Density:    101.2 persons per square mile (25th) 
Capital:    Olympia 
Became a State:   November 11, 1889 (42nd) 

HISTORY 

The United States acquired the area of Washington through a treaty with Great 
Britain in 1846. Washington Territory was organized from part of Oregon Territory 
on March 2, 1853; it included all of present-day Washington, northern Idaho, and 
northwestern Montana. In 1859, when Oregon was admitted as a state, the 
remainder of Oregon Territory the rest of Idaho, additional area of Montana, and 
part of Wyoming was added to Washington Territory. Washington Territory 
assumed generally the same boundary as the present state when Idaho Territory 
was organized in 1863. Washington was admitted to the Union on November 11, 
1889, as the 42nd state.  
 
Although the territory had not yet been legally established, census data for 
Washington are available beginning with the 1850 census. The 1850 and 1860 
populations are for the entire territory as legally established in 1859, when it 
included all of Idaho and part of Montana and Wyoming. The population of the 
entire legally established Oregon Territory (of which the area of Washington was a 
part) in 1850 was 13,294. 
 
Data for the legally established state of Washington are available beginning with 
the 1890 census. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bordering States:   Idaho, Oregon 
International Border:   Canada 
Abbreviation:   WA 
ANSI/FIPS Code:   53 
 

AMERICAN INDIAN AREAS 

Washington has 27 federally recognized American Indian reservations, 15 with 
off-reservation trust land.  There is also one tribal designated statistical area 
(TDSA). 

METROPOLITAN AND MICROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREAS AND RELATED 
STATISTICAL AREAS 

Washington has 12 metropolitan statistical areas, 9 micropolitan statistical areas, 
2 metropolitan divisions, and 1 combined statistical area. 

COUNTIES 

There are 39 counties in Washington.   

COUNTY SUBDIVISIONS 

There are 242 county subdivisions in Washington. They are all census county 
divisions (CCDs), which are delineated for statistical purposes, have no legal 
function, and are not governmental units.   

PLACES 

Washington has 628 places, 281 incorporated places and 347 are census 
designated places (CDPs).  The incorporated places consist of 208 cities and 73 
towns.   
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