Effect of the 2005 Weather Disasters in Louisiana and Mississippi on
Government Employment Information

In certain areas, the 2005 weather disasters in Louisiana and Mississippi resulted
in response rates for the local governments that compromised the statistical
accuracy in those areas. As a result, we added cautionary notes for the
Louisiana and Mississippi tables in this release. The specific effects were as
follows:

e« U. S. Totals. The U.S. totals released in this report met the Census
Bureau’s statistical standards. Louisiana and Mississippi local
governments comprise such a relatively small amount of the national
totals — less than three percent in the March 2005 report — that the amount
of local government nonresponse in those states had little impact on the
government employment and payroll data at the national level.

e State Government Totals in Louisiana and Mississippi. State
governments in both Louisiana and Mississippi responded to the survey.
Totals reported in the state government tables are fully compliant with
Census Bureau standards on response rates.

o State and Local Government Totals in Mississippi and Louisiana.
Only the highest level of detail — totals for employment and payroll — met
Census Bureau statistical standards. Due to low response rates,
particularly in those places hardest hit by the weather disaster, data are
not available for detailed items in the state and local government tables for
Mississippi and Louisiana. See the discussion of imputation in the data
processing section in the 2006 Annual Survey of Government
Employment Methodology for more detail.

e Local Government Totals in Mississippi and Louisiana. The local
government response rates for both Mississippi and Louisiana Total Full-
Time Equivalent (FTE) and Total Payroll fell below the Census Bureau’s
standard of 70 percent and are not being published. Data are also not
available for detailed items in the tables for these two states. See the
discussion of imputation in the data processing section in the 2006 Annual
Survey of Government Employment Methodology for more detail.

e Individual Governments — Reporting Units in Mississippi and
Louisiana. Data for reporting units in Mississippi and Louisiana are
available in the Individual Government Data File.
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