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Census of Governments Programs

Provide the Only Source for Comprehensive Uniform Statistics on the

Economic Activity of State and Local Governments

» State and Local Governments are Unique
* No Other Direct Comparison is Possible

Tell the Story of the Fiscal Condition of State and Local Government

Called the “Gold Standard” of Government Statistics Data

Primary Inputs Into Gross Domestic Product and Flow of Funds
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Census of Governments Programs

One of the Oldest Programs at the Census Bureau

» Origins Date to 1840 Decennial Census
* Annual Surveys Began in 1902 as Part of the New “Census Office”
e State Government Finance Condicted Continuouslv Since 1915

Follow the Activity of Governments Over Time

Provide the Public Counterpart to Business, Industry, and Services

Economic Data

Public Nature of the Data

Willingness to Participate
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What 1s a Government?
Census Bureau Definition

Existence as an Organized Entity

* Right of Perpetual Succession
* Right to Make Contracts
* Right to Sue and be Sued

Governmental Character

» Public Accountability
* Power to Tax

Substantial Autonomy

» Fiscal Independence
« Administrative Independence
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Types of

Government

G Ove rn m e ntS Organizations
Measured and Defined '

89,476

Local
Governments

50

State
Governments

39,044 50,432

Special Purpose
Governments

General Purpose
Governments

3,033 19,492 16,519 37,381 LEpUT
Independent

Counties Cities Townships Special Districts School Districts

Source: 2007 Census of Governments
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Diversity of Governments

lllinois had the Most Governments (6,994) and Hawaii the Fewest (19)

Cook County, lllinois, had More Governments Than any Other County (539)

Texas led the Nation with 254 County Governments, Connecticut and Rhode
Island Have no County Governments

Source: 2007 Census of Governments

County Does Not Equal County Area
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The Many Layers of
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The Many Layers of American Government
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Source: 2007 Census of Governments
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Periodicity of Data Products

Quinquennial — Every 5 Years

e Census of Governments — Years Ending in ‘2" and ‘7’ (Government Organization,
Government Employment, Government Finance)

Annual

» Federal, State, and Local Government Employment
» State and Local Government Finance

* Includes Individual Products on Taxes, Public Pensions, and School Finances

Quarterly

e State and Local Government Tax Revenues

* Revenues, Benefits, and Financial Holdings of Public-Employment Retirement
Systems
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Three Main Components

Government Organization

* Number of and Type
» Characteristics of Local Governments by State and Type

Government Employment

* Number of Employees Part-Time and Full-Time
* One Month Payroll

Government Finance

e Revenues e Taxes
» Expenditures * Pensions
e Debt e Education Finances

e Cash and Securities
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2012 Census of Governments

Government Organization
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Government Organization

Data Collection

» Reference Period: Status as of October 11, 2011

» Survey of Local Governments in the United States
» Legal Research

Content and Products

» Counts of Local Governments by State and by Type of
Government — Released in August 2012

* Individual State Descriptions — Released in July 2013
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2012 Census of Governments

Government Employment
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Government Employment

Data Collection

Standard Weekly Hours Worked for Full-Time Employees

Pay-Period Intervals for Full-Time and Part-Time

Full-Time and Part-Time Employees and Payroll by Functional Activity
State Governments — Central (Single Point) Collection

Local Governments — Mail Canvass

Response Rates

Content and Products

« Annual Survey of Public Employment and Payroll — Preliminary Release in
August
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2012 Census of Governments

Government Finance
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Government Finance:
Data Collection

Reference Period: Fiscal Years Ending Between July 1,
and June 30

The Number of Governments Whose Fiscal Year Ends In
the Month of:

* May.... 938 . Nov ... 304
e June........ 33,809

Source: 2007 Census of Governments
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Government Finance

l Data Collection

 Measures Revenues, Expenditures, Debt, Cash and
Security Holdings, Taxes, and Pensions

* Does not Measure Programs or Funds
e Compilation from Administrative Records

« Data for Nearly 15,000 School Districts from State
Government Data Coordinators

» Direct Collection

» Joint Census Bureau-State Government Data Collection
(Central Collection)

* Response Rates Vary by: Survey Component, Product,
State, and Type of Government
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C

Government Finance:
Modal Response Distributions — Local

Annual Survey of Local Government Finances

o Units
Survey ““L";’SE ;ﬂntal unit | o Eﬁﬂ"#gésm % Units Received Through ﬁ.ﬁ‘ﬁgﬂ*gﬁ Total
Year {ée;fuls.f F?:tp-e{::g?f Intermet SRS RS Né:rnl-lt:er:-tral RESEEE%
ple ollection
Electronic Electronic Paper Paper
A B C D E F G H
2002 73,971 TaT 43 41.8 13.6 40.3 54 550
2003 6,129 80.0 123 302 10.5 47.0 4 906
2004 11.206 8.8 122 324 137 41.7 8,910
2005 11,2093 .7 135 325 129 411 8,992
2006 11,296 7.7 19.3 3249 12.7 351 9,007
2007 76,913 Ta.7 12.8 36.8 119 385 50,496
2008 11.481 85.5 223 293 133 351 9,036
2009 10,809 as.1 229 301 112 358 9,305

Mumbers do not include independent schools (type 5} and local Jackets, only local govermments with type 1, 2, 3, and 4. For Central Collection
statistics, numbers are estimates.

Col. D: Percent of units submitted by respondents via web-based form; Col. E: Perceant of units submitted by central collection states via electronic
files; Col. F: Percent of units submitted by central collection states wvia mutually agreed paper forms, Col. G: Percent of units received via the “F

fiormns im the mail.

Mo staftistics is available for responses via telephone follow-ups or CAFRs. Mew Hampshire was counted as CC-electronic in earlier version, but

should have been CC-paper as it is mow. Maryland began CC-electronic in 2005 and thereafier.

Created: 09-15-2009
Updated: 05-17-2011
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Government Finance

Content and Products

Census of Governments
Annual Surveys of State and Local Government Finances

State Government Tax Revenues — About 9 months Following Reference
Period

State Government Finances — About 18 Months Following Reference
Period

Public-Employee Retirement Systems

Public Education Finances — About 23 Months Following Reference
Period

State and Local Finance — About 24 Month Following Reference Period

Quarterly Summary of State and Local Government Tax Revenues —
Within 90 Days of Reference Period

Finances of Selected Public-Employee Retirement Systems — Within 90
Days of Reference Period
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Data Products

DataFerrett

Exploring the Intricate Layers of
State and Local Governments: United States

J
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2010 State Government
Tax Collections

ot Stats Tas Clletions by Ctegory
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The Census Bureau regularly conducts censuses and surveys that provide _

information on the strucure, function, finances, taation, empioymen, and [l Wt

FactFinder

State Government Finances

Summary: 2009
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The Governments Division of the U.S, Census Bureau

Governments Division Briefs
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INTRODUCTION
This rapert 1 part of a continuing series
dasignad to provide Informatian on

tha structura, furction, amploymart,
and finances of our natian’s nearly
50,000 =taie and local gosarmmants.
The U5, Camsus Bursau producas data
quinquennially 35 part of the Comsus of
Covernments {CoC) in yaars ending In
2" and *7.* Additioral statlsics are pra-
e
intarcansal poriod from data collectad In

For Cansus Buray statistical purposas,
2 governmant s definad 25 an organizad

DID YOU KNOW?
‘Stats govammant gensral ravenua
was compasad of 47.8 parcent from
taxss, 32.0 parcant from fadsral
grants, 10.6 parcant from sarvica
‘charges, and 9.5 parcant from othar
revenLE In 200,

Cenasa Bereau, 1003 neu Sarvey
i e———

fscal yuar that runs from July 1 ta June
0. Howewer, four state governmants are
axcaptions to tha Jun 20 Ascal yaar and
data: Alabama and ichigan iSaptamber
200, Naw Vork March 317, and Texas

(Aaugust 311 Wot 3l dapandent agendias
of 3 gavernmant nacessarily share 3 fis-
cal period that coincidas with tha cenral

antty
whosa offcials ara papularly alocted or
‘21 appointad by public officizls, and
which has sufficient discraticn i the
managamant of #s affairs to distinguish
1t 25 saparata from the administrative
‘structum of any othar gavemmant unit.
“This raport prasants data on st2ta gav-
‘ammant finances bassd on information
calloctad from tha 2008 Annual Surey of
Stats Cavarnmant Financas. This survy

security haldings by purpose.

Data in this rapos rafur ta stzia gavem-
mant fiscal years that andsd batwean
by 1, 2008 and juna 30, 2008, In fact,

Totals for an individual

govarnmare, In thosa Instancas, are the

Figura 1
Source of State Government
Revenue: 2009

Soareas 15 Cesasn Barens, 3005 vl ey
o Franeen.

15 of the kawaa
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Helping Vou Make informed Decisions

LS. Deparsmen of Cammerce
s nd T ks

2010 Totals for Selected State Government Tax Collections

Fl EEL

www.census.gov/govs cUe"ﬁ‘gﬁg
e — e
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Relaszag Marcn 2077

Quarterly Summary of the Finances of Selected State
and Local Government Employee Retirement Systems

TOTAL HOLDINGS AND INVESTMENTS OF MAJOR PUELIC-EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT SYSTEMS
REACH HIGHEST LEVEL SINCE SECOND QUARTER 2008

2010 Quarter 4 corparats Bonas
For tha 100 largest publi dmpioyos TSmOt SyStams - Carparata bands ware up 0.6 parcar: fram $422.9 bil-
in tha country. intal holdings and smvestmants wt lion in thnhlndq arter of 2010 o $431.5 billion In
up Guartars. With a o the fourth quartar of 2010 ata bonds increasad
inereaza of .5 pareant t 1012l haldings and Invesiments 2.7 parcar from $420.0 bdbon in th sama quarter 1
o2 fram £3,438.5 billon in tha third guanorof 3010 year aga GR0SGAL Corparits bonds comprund Just
5522355 billon i tha Tourth quarter of 2010, reach  Lrddes 3 sixth 11 8.4 parcant for 2010:34] oial

ing tha highast leval since tha second quartar o 2508
Toital hakiings and Investmants continued to show a
yuarto-yuar incraasa far consecutve quartar,
rising 7.6 parcent from $2,451. billion In tha fourth
quarter of 2003,

Ccm(:h Stocks
Holdings of corporata stocks wers up &
o T515.1 Slhon 4t fourth et oF 208 10
§853.1 billion 1n tha fourth quartar of 2010, comparsd
o yuar ducline of 2.4 percant. Cor-
=4 6.5 parcant from $802.6 billion ast
Raartar Got o). Corparaa siocks somprizad Just
urdor a third (37 4 percent for 201 020 of the total
cashand sacurity baldings of maJur public-employos
ratiremant systams.

Total Holdings and Investments
at EBd of Quarter at Market value

Bitions of dallars

Sawree: 1.5 Cornsn Baseas, Fieares of Selested Tists ard
o Ervmrrmams gy Betrermart Sputema.

cash and sacurity holdings of major public-employoa
ratirament systams.
Intermational Securtties

Intarmational securitios raached the ighsst keval since
= hnglmlng ofthis snvestmant catogery’s data colloc

reasing &8 parcant from
35523 il the i cpiaster oF 2018 b £482.8
billice in tha fourth quarter of 2010. intemational
sacurtias showsd 3 yearto-year incruzsa f

billice in the same quartsr | year ago (2005204, Inter-
nationsl sacurioe campeizad | 83 porcant of tha wneal
cash and sacurity holdings of major public-employoa
retiremant systams far e fourth quartar of 2010, the
highsst parcant distribution for international scuritiss
sina the bagning af this Invesimant caiagary's data
Eoliectian & years Sam (ZOGEEN,

Fedaral Govaramant Socurttis
Federal gavermmant sacurities fall 32 percant from
£141 Bl In the thid cuarter of 2618 b $155.8
billic in the Fourth quarter of 2010. Fedars govern
mant securtties continued 3 year4o-year Increase for
the artar, rising 5.3 pes

$125.4 billion In tha Raurth quartes of 2065, Fadaral
govarnmant sscurities comgrisad 5.0 parcant of the
iztal cish and sacurtty haldings for the faurth auartes
of z010.

Total Contributions
Employea and govarnment combined contributions

iotaled 332. Bilion in tha fourth quarter af 2013, an
Incraasa of 18.1 parcant from $27.1 billion kst year
(35020, Whila both amployaa and govarnmant con-
tribution: increzsed. governmant contributions grew at

the fastar ata nf 22.3 percant compared to am
rew at 3 rat of 8.2 percen. nm

rarultad I3 3.3 pran <hafs I tha compasion o -
Tbations oward higher govarmmen contriutions and

For miner scrmation 20 P smplopes memens e ———
s eas 5 1063 brve B

‘Drvision, U5, Lansus

'O & mall 3t ~govs.retirascans
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Governments Data
WWW.census.gov/govs/

TJ.S._CenS{.lS Bureau

Suminens | Goograpty | Howmroom | Subjeotn A ez || Searcin@Cormas

Federal, State, & Local Governments

You are here: Censuc.gow + Bu

ese & Industry » Federal, State, & Local Governments

Gowve rnme nts Get
Ma orm:

Site Resources
= wwhats rMew

= Press Releases
= Build—a—Table

= Frogram Overview

Census of Governments
= Modernization &
Re—enginesring

= Summary Reports

Reference Documents

Sovernment Finance &
= Employment Classification
Manual

= Reports & References

Census of
Governments
= 2007

= zooz
= 1997
= 199z

Respondent Tools
= Single Audit Submission

= Set Forms

Contact Information

FAQs

— Government Employvment & Pavroll

Statistics on the number of federal, state, and local
government civilian employees and their gross payrolls
by functional category. Data are available online from
1992 and on:

e Annualr Government Employiment & Pawyroll

= Customize a data table with Build—a—Table

Financial activity of governments including revenues.
expenditures. debt and assets. Data are available online
from 1992 and on-

= Annual State Gowvernment Finances

- Annual: State & Local Government ances

Financial statistics of public schoel systems. including
data on revenues. expenditures. debt, and assets. Data
are available online frem 1992 and on-

= Annual: Public Elementarny — Secondar,
Education Finances

Financial statistics on state and local governmaeant
employee retirement systems._ Annual data are available
online from 1993 and on. Quarerhy data for the last five
years are available online.

- Annual:

- State Public-Employveese Retirement Swystems

— Gowvernment Finance Statistics ———

— Federal Spending

Federal spending on selected programs:

= Annual: Consolidated Federal Funds Report
(CFFRY)

= Quarterhy: Federal Assistance Aaward Data
Swstem (FAMADS)

= Federal Audit Clearinghouse

— Tax Statistics

Annual survey of state government tax revenue and
quarterly survey of tax revenue for state & local
governments._ Annual data are available online from 1992
and on. Quarterly data are available online frem 1993 and
on:

- Annualr State Government Tax Collections

= Quarterhy: State & | ocal Government Tax Revenue

Information about state & local governments. including
the number of governments in the U.S.

= 2007 edition of Governments Integrated Directony

= Descriptions by state of how governments are
organized [PDF,. 2_94MB]

— Lists & Structure of Govermnments ————————

- State & lLocal Public-Employee Retirement
Swstems

= Quarterly- Finances of Selected Public Employees
Retirement Systems

— Special Topics
The Census Bureau also conducts surveys about special
topics related to government activity for other federal
agencies.

e Criminal Justice Statistics

= Elementary — Secondary Education Statistics

- rary Statistics

Exmam merean || A e [ [ emm

Source: U.S. Census Bureau | Governments Division | (800} 242 2184 | gows. cms.inguinyi@icensus. gow | Last Rewvised: May 12, 2011
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Data Releases
Over the Next 12 Months

Census of Governments Component Tentative Release Date

2009 Education Finance May 2011
15t Quarter 2011 — Taxes and Retirement June 2011
2010 Public Employment and Payroll August 2011
2"d Quarter 2011 — Taxes and Retirement September 2011
2009 State and Local Government Finance October 2011
2010 State Government Finance December 2011
3 Quarter 2011 — Taxes and Retirement December 2011
2010 State Government Retirement Systems January 2012
2011 State Government Tax Collections March 2012
4" Quarter 2011 — Taxes and Retirement March 2012
Census
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What Story Do These Data Tell?

Recent News on Governments

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

Ehe New JJork Eimes
M P T 14 [ 8 M ' 2% 0 -~
WORLD | U.S. N.Y./REGION EUSINESS TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE HEALTH SPORTZ  OFINION Local Revenues Climb as E('(-)llf-)lll} Recovers
Wigital Pabitisler of e Yes 2019
By CONOR DOUGHERTY

Featuren | Supplements | Aound Tebles | Country Anhym POLITICE  EDUCATION  BAY AREA  CHICAGO  TEXAZ

State and local tax revenues continue to recover as the economy improves, but remain below pre-recession peaks
and are likely to face continued pressure in 2o11.

EheNew orkEimes Exclusive offers delivered

Tl “'IESLIITI lted to your iﬂ box Combined state and local tax revenues rose 5.2% to $284.3 billion in the third quarter of 2010‘f1"0m the same

pericd a year ago, the Census Bureau reportsd Wednesday. That was a big reversal from the third quarter of zo0g,
when tax revenues fell by 5.4% from the year-earlier period.

"Revenue wiss they're turning the corner," said William Fox, an

Pension Fund Losses Hit States Hard, Data Show States in the Red, coonomics srofecan at the Univetcity of Tonnessee who

See state-hy-state details on tax revenue T 8 3 8
v specializes in state and local taxes. But, he zaid, "fiscal stress is

By M_ICHA_EL (SIS shortfalls and budget gaps
Assets on the rise at top US public funds Frublished: January 5, 2011 . likely to continue in many states because spending is still out of
. line with lower revenues."
When total state government revenues across the nation plummeted [ RECOMMEND s a

DReeR LS by a record-breaking 90.8 percent in 2oog, the steep investmant m]l‘ .tuaslﬁmtun pust driven in part by
: f o losses of pension funds proved to be an even bigger drain on state (13, V‘:ihmh h;ve .

) ) ) s and spending. Many
coffers than recession-battered tax collections, according to census |- and sales-taz inoreases
sion. Personal income tax
hile sales taxes rose 4%,
me tax collections, which

data released Wednesday.

revenues in 2004, down from $1.6
bt drop the United States Census
collecting data on state

Assets of U.S. public pension funds up
6.2 pctin Q3

‘ed, Dec 73 2010

Pensions&Investments

up 6.2% in Q3

SN FRANCISC I. Dt 20 (Routers) - The valug of a @1 by e 100 1araest UUE, public
pension funds sose 6.2 percent in lhe 3 waching thes highest
beva In o yars, B roprt by i U 8. ¢ s sald on Viednosday

The valua of the azaats hald by the Stste and oeal penzion fnds 3180 fes S 2 pereart rorm tha
Sarne penod a year earlier, marking Mei Urh Cansecutive year oreryear quaterty Increase,
the repo said

The repor 53k the valiee oTIhe INVeSIMENts, whose returns help pay Tar he pension bensfits of
millions of retired public-: was mare tan $2.5 tillion last quarter

RaBan have BEen clawing their way out of decp
ancial markels, and al the sarme lirme
Rt future costs

# biggest VS, public pension fund, for
4 billion during the Anancial meltdoen
0 biltsor. The persion fund's aEsels cumentty stand at aboul bamion,

oy PUBIiE BENSIGN FUNES and the size of their projected ) aoml fusling
ril charmbers across the nalic ing public
5 and redscing benefits far ore nunnr secior

Top 100 public fun

wai

irey bt fhelr cum

* Retirernent Sysbe
oW

Total assets of the 100 largest public pension funds were $2.495 trillion in the third
quarter, up B.2% from three months earlier and up 5.2% from a year earlier,
according to a report issued by the U.S. Census Bureau

The third-guarter asset amount is the highest level in two years, since the third

guarter of 2008, the report said. £ L are alsa calling for dolng away with fradiional defined-beneit pensions
i offéring gevernment emplorees retirement sccounts
sirilar tr 401 412 coman n tha orvats 2ector

Investments in corporate stocks among the 100 funds totaled $798.3 billion for the
quarter ended Sept. 30, up 8.8%, while corporate bonds investments were $427.3
billion, a 3.2% gain, the report said
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Christopher Pece

Senior Technical Advisor
Governments Division
Christopher.Pece@census.gov
301-763-7330
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