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Introduction to
Governments Division

* Main purposes of Governments Division

programs:
— Provide economic statistics about governments

— Are the public counterpart to business, industry,
and services economic data

— Follow the activity of governments over time
 Virtually no confidentiality restrictions
 Response is voluntary
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State and Local Government
Statistics at a Crossroads

e 2007 report issued by the Committee on
National Statistics (CNStat)

e Suggested recommendations for improving
existing programs

 |nitial response slow due to staff transitions
and focus of 2007 Census of Governments

« Since August 2008, focus on using
recommendations to leverage
change/improvements within the Division
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e Dissemination
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CNStat Theme:
Data Quality, Relevance, and Utility

e Recommendation 3-1: Get feedback from users on

suggested improvements to the detail and
classification of data on state and local government

finances and employment

* Progress Update:

— Increasing participation in user meetings

— Series of focus groups with variety of data users in
both the Federal statistical community and the private
research community

— Data User Workshop to be held in Spring 2010 to
discuss feedback from the focus groups and proposals
for content to the 2012 CoG and beyond.
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CNStat Theme:
Data Quality, Relevance, and Utility

« Recommendations in Chapter 4: Conduct research on
existing methods to see where efficiencies and
Improvements can be made (i.e., survey redesign,
response, editing and imputation, data revisions)

* Progress Update:

— Redesigning all aspects of the Quarterly Tax survey
(new sample for property tax is in its 3 quarter of
production)

— Developed new macro and micro level edits for the
annual finance and employment surveys and we
continue to research alternative methodologies and
adjust the bounds.
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CNStat Theme:
Data Quality, Relevance, and Utility

« Recommendations in Chapter 4: Conduct research
on existing methods to see where efficiencies and
Improvements can be made (i.e., survey redesign,
response, editing and imputation, data revisions)

* Progress Update (continued):

— Re-organized the division to develop an area devoted
to research and methodology

— Q-Tax redesign
— New sample for 2009 Annual Employment
— Local Finance Central Collection Evaluation

— The results of the data user exchanges yield additional
approaches to these topics
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CNStat Theme: Timeliness

« Recommendation 5-1: Research the benefits/ costs
of adopting earlier release procedures, I.e., releasing
preliminary estimates or releasing estimates as they
are compiled

« Ability to do this is dependent on GOVS
reengineering Iits existing processing systems

* Progress Update:

— Successful in moving up the release of several
products

— Some constraints due to data processing and the use
of statistical methods; are reviewing existing processes
and methods to determine where efficiencies can be
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CNStat Theme:
Dissemination

« Recommendations 4-1, 4-3, 4-8: Provide users with
needed tools and documentation to accurately
navigate existing methodologies

« Recommendation 5-2: Redesign and continually
iImprove the Governments website

* Progress Update:

Working to position existing areas to focus specifically on
user outreach and education

Produced an in-house dissemination tool, Build-A-Table

Exploring three mechanisms for dissemination: expansion
of Build-A-Table, DataFerrett (including hot reports), and
the new American FactFinder to debut in 2011

Implementing standards that are consistent in the Census
Bureau
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Build-A-Table

Fio Bt Wew Favorkbes Toch  Hep
Qe - O - 4] & ] Pswar .
ackress [ 8] bt ifgovsirivebelldatadssominde . s B ws™ Swae B (& - Public Employmeant and Payroll Build-a-Tabla
a0 Map
Click your brawsors back buttan 1o update seloction critoria or Stan Over

Public Employment and Payroll Build-a-Table

Site Map Contact Us

1por) or T denoles & fle in Adube's P
The LS. Cansus Busea conducts an ancual sunay of govamment smplogmant 35 authonzad by Tris 13, Unitad States Cofe frtes rom Adote
b b

This survey measures the number of govemment ciilian employees and their gross payralls for r o8 T s (] 40 30 OE LN £ 1 St MICTOS O Exc i EQreadsnin Farmat HILE] To vew i i, you will need thir
of Mazch, oM Vigwer [ availabile for free fom Microsol

The Buili-aTable system wil allow you to query the Census of Govemment Employment data fro US Tatal Government Employment and Payrall Data
govermimiends acrass the counlry wen surargied fos 5 Public Employment and Payroll Build-a-Table reel of Govertoaent and By Goverrosent v AN
SOURCE T bl s e et G e Craes Braais Bl Table ool wich

] ST ipling etor, il selict the apponprists lnk
Yot Dutn s whel e

Theee are three basic categories of data

BACK to Build-a-Takle Main e

+ Level of Government: State govemmend data (sl S0 states), locsl government data (coul Function Total
specisl district, and schoal district data) or state and local gevernment data combined Please seloct the variables you would like the table to display Employees |

» State: Data for & specite slate or Tatal 5,301,871

« Government Function: Data on a specific govemment fanction e.g., education, health, o Year

Education Tetal 7538370

Examgle | Dufinitiors Add AN 2> Highsr Bt s8on Ingtnuchional Empkiyess 768,270

A >

Please salect which category you would like to base your tablg o
“fou must make one selection from one of the three basic categori = Elgrnantary and Secondary Mstuchional Emplyes 45,622
<< Remove All

A0 Crihar Higher Edutation 16007, 066

AN OMhor EREntany and Seondary Education RLTTE]

© Level of Government © State
. Cthee Education a5,441
Variables

Libranins e

oo lo e | ’ Bublic Walfare: 230,838
Acd >
Part Tins Pay asor
Total Pay —= Hiatn, e
FullTime Equivalent << Remove Al

Hisntals ETTREE]

Sotkal Insurance Ageminisia 81,378

Highwins 241,463

Level of Government
[Grate ana Ax Cocal A All > [Fae—

Al Local

A Transporanan 3,843

Weate Trangpon and Teminals 4,993

And >
= EBmova
<< Remove Al

P Protechon 108,872

Pl ORicurs Orily 61728

Other Police Employees 40,048

Fing Profoction Tobsl =
Government Function i Protection Tol

Firgfighers Only M

A All Total
A s Te e Fire Ernployees A

_ Amd> | [Higher Educatien Instnectional Employes
ST All Othar Highar Edutatian

— SO [Elementary and Secondsry b el . .
<< Romove Al | [ Other Elermentary and Seconsa Hatral Resues 13218

Cormeclions 473,022

Parks and Recreation 40,725
Housing and Comemunity Developrment o

Sewerage 1,785

Sold Waste Management 1,875
Financial Adminéstration 177,339
Judicial and Legal 177,423
Other Covermment Agminisration 61,811
Wiater Supply m
Elactric Power

[—
rl

USCENSUSBUREAU

WA Datn s not applicable




CNStat Theme:
Dissemination

« Recommendation 5-3: Facilitate wider dissemination
of products by issuing press releases; add value to
existing data by providing simple derived measures

* Progress Update:

— Regular press releases began in October 2008 with the
release of 2007 Census of Employment data

— Introduction of quarterly surveys to Tip sheets and
planning on developing quarterly press releases

— Avallability through DataFerrett
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Data Release Schedule

Release Date Release Frequency

July 2009 Public Employee-Retirement | Quarterly

(Oct., Jan., Apr) System Assets

September 2009 | 2007 Census of Finance Quinquennial

September 2009 | Quarterly Tax Quarterly

(Dec., Mar., Jun.)

October 2009 2008 Annual Employment Annual

November 2009 [2008 State Government Annual
Finance

December 2009 |S & L Public Employee- Annual
Retirement Systems

March 2009 Annual State Tax Collections | Annual

September 2009

2007 Census of Finance

Quinquennial
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Final Thoughts

* Working toward addressing the majority of
recommendations by the 2012 Census of
Governments

« Have some immediate challenges to
overcome

 To be successful we need
— Your patience and support;

— Your input as we propose and recommend
suggestions; and

— Your assistance both in terms of input but also Iin
helping to keep our response rates high
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Contact Information

Christopher Pece

Assistant Division Chief, Governments Division
U.S. Census Bureau

(301) 763-7330
Christopher.Pece@census.gov
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