
Modernization of the Annual 
Survey of State Government   

Tax Collections
National Tax Association

Annual Conference
November 18, 2010

Elizabeth Accetta
Melissa Braybrooks

Disclaimer: This report is released to inform interested parties of research and to encourage discussion of work in progress. The 
views expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of the U.S. Census Bureau.



Discussion Outline
• Tax Survey Distinctions

• History and Background

• Methodology and Collection

• Data Quality - Current Processing and 
Operations 

• Dissemination – Revisions and Data Products

• Plans for the Future
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History and Background
• Historical STC

– Line item detail of tax category
– National summary reports

• Call from CNSTAT
– Content
– IT infrastructure
– Dissemination and outreach

• Data User Workshops
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Tax Survey Distinctions

STC
• Provide tax detail
• State government level 

data
• References states’ fiscal 

year
• Annual revision, two 

years from the current

QTax
• Tax indicator
• State and local level data
• References calendar 

quarters; point in time
• Quarterly revision, seven 

quarters from the current
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State Government 
Tax Collections

• The most current and nationally consistent 
annual tax data series

• Summary of taxes collected by each state for 
up to 25 tax categories

• First comprehensive look at the fiscal 
condition of states
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State Government Finance
In 2008 total state tax collection accounted for 
46.6 percent of the total state government 
revenue
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2008 State Government Revenue



• 25 Tax Categories
– Defined as compulsory contributions exacted by 

the government for public purpose

• 50 State Government Coverage
• Independent Collection From QTax

– Data collection from all tax-collecting entities 
within the state

– Several collection methods used including direct 
response, administrative records, and 
supplementary sources
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State Government Tax  
Collection Methodology



• November 2010
– Request FY10 data
– Release FY09 revisions

• November 2010 – February 2011
– Process FY10 data

• March 2011
– Release FY10 data
– Release FY09/FY08 revisions
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Survey Cycle



Data Quality – Tax Research
To ensure complete and accurate coverage of 
taxes for all state governments

In 2009 research included:  
- Cap and Trade Auction Permits

- Blue Sky Filing Fees

- Medical Provider Fees
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Data Quality – Response Rates
Overall Unit Response Rate (URR): 

– 2009 URR was 82.0 percent
– 2008 URR was 64.0 percent

Total Quantity Response Rate (TQRR)
– 2009 TQRR was 100.0 percent for 24 out of 25 tax 

categories
– 2009 ‘Occupational and Business Licenses’ (T28) 

was 99.4 percent
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Dissemination – Summary 
Reports and Press Releases 
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Dissemination – Revisions
Revisions indicated in data Summary Tables
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.



Dissemination – Revisions
Revisions indicated in fiscal year revisions PDF
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Dissemination - Historical Data
As of Aug 30, 2010 STC webpage provides 
historical data back to 1951
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Plans for the Future 
Detailed tax data within the 25 tax categories
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.



Plans for the Future 
• Research and working papers on changes in 

tax environment and policy 
– Example - legalized gaming 
– Further analysis on differences between QTax and 

STC

• Potential modifications and updates to the 
classification schema
– Example – Differentiating between business gross 

receipts and consumer general sales

• Additional Census Bureau data dissemination 
features
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Conclusions
• Distinct differences exist between STC and 

QTax

• STC annual cycle allows for more thorough 
examination of tax classification and research

• Modernization opportunities include: 
– Expanded annual summary reports
– Classification detail expansion and reorganization
– Data accessibility improvements
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Questions?
Elizabeth Accetta

Elizabeth.Accetta@Census.gov
301-763-7238

Melissa Braybrooks 
Melissa.Braybrooks@Census.gov

301-763-3654

For updated information on our products, please visit:
http://www.census.gov/govs/
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