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.General revenue of all governments in the

United states in the 1950 fiscal year1 totaled
$57.6 billion~ or $379 per capita. Taxes pro-

'vided $54.6 billion, or $360 per 'capita. The
~ema.ining$2.9 billion represented clmrges for .
governmental ~ces and other nontax revenue.
The Federal Government reoeived almost seven-
tenths of all taxes, $37.7 billion, as against
the $16.9,billion of State,and local government
tax revenue.

. Figures presented in this repo~ relate to
"general revenue"--i.e., revenue, ~luding all
taxes, received in the exercise of general-
~overnment functions, as distinguished £rom the
mapagement of enterprises and. the administra-
tibn of trust and sinking funds. oj Hence tp.e
gross receipts of water, electriC, gas supply,
and other government-owned enterprises are ex-
cluded, and only ~ ~t amounts provided for
governmental ~ses by such enterprises ~e

:;?'
I lRevenue data are ror risca! years or the various
fgover~ente ended within the spec1r1ed calendar year,
with .inor exceptions. Fiscal years or the Federal Gov-
eMlllent and or .ost state and local goverllllJents end on
June 3Q. Fiscal years or a rew states and or nu.el'OUS
local goverlllllents end on other dates.

included with general revenue (see def1nitions,
page 11). .

To avoid multiple counting, revenue 4gre ..
gates in this report which relate to more than
one o~the three levels of government--Federal,
State, and l~al-are shOwn net of intergovern-
mental aid transactions among the .ievels at
government concerned, except when Q otherwise
stated'. Thus, a net totai of $21.3 billion in
State-and~local general revenue 10 1950 is
shown, which is less than the sum of the $11.9
billion of State revenue plus the $13.5 billion
of local government revenue mainly because of
the $4.0 billion in aid from states which the
latter SlIlOUtltincludes. Similarly, all inter-
governmental aid revenue, including that from
the Federal Governmen~ is omitted from Federal-
State-J,ocal totals here reported.

RECENT, REVENUE TRENDS

Total general revenue of all public units
combinetl in 1950 was up $1.1 billion, or 1.9
percent, from the 1949 amount.. This increase
was the net result of ~ small decrease in Fed-
eral revenue and marked increases in revenues
of State and local governments.
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GOVERNMEN.I'AL FINANCES IN THE UNITED STATES: 195•

As indicated by figure 1 on page 1, the
1950 revenue total was over $0.3 billion higher
than the previous record level of 1948, when
revenue of all governments ,in ,the Nation amount-
ed to $57.? bUlion.,

Host major tax sources contributed to the
1949-1950 rise itt revenue. Property tax col-
lections were up over $0.5 billion, or 8 per--
cent, social insurance taxe~ rose nearly ~0.5
bUlion, or 14· percent, and most other cate-
gories increased at rates rangi~ from 2 per-
cent to 10 percent. However, these increases
were partially of1:setby a drop ~ collections
of corporation income taxes of $0.8 billion, or
7 percent. A·small decrease is also shown for
revenues from death and gift taxes.

. Governmental revenue in 1950 was 137 per-
ce'nthigher than that of 1942. This trend was,
of.course~ accompanied by an increase in popu-
lation rand a sharp rise in the scale of the Na-
tion Ia economy in terms of such measures as to-
tal income payments and grass national product~
These changes may be summarized, for convenient
reference, as follows:

It_ 1~ 11K9 11K6 1942

Population including I
ar.ed tOl'ces oyel'Seu.' •••• 151.7 149.1 141.4 134.8

National in~a.e •••••••••••• $239.0 $2161-7 $180.3 $137.1
Gross national product ••••• 282.6 257.3 211.1 161.6

• Allot Jul,. 1; in 1I1111ons
•• Calendal' ,.ear; in bUl10ns

..

Total state and local revenue rose by $1.6
billion, or 8 percent, between 1949 and 1950,
as reflected in figure 2 below : Although this
rise is less than that in any year since 1946,
it exceeds the rise which occurred in the entire
3 years ending with 1945.- Tax collections were
up $1.2 billion, or 8 percent, ~n1950 as com-
pared with 1949 and provided nearly three-"
fourths of.the additional amount of State and
local revenue. However, a faster rise occurred
in the amount of aid received from the Federal
Government--up 17 percent. Charges and miscel-
laneous nontax revenue was up 6 percent.

Revenue of State governments exhibited ~
similar trend, rising by $0.9 billion or 8 per-
cent from the 1949 level, somewhat less than
from 1948 to 1949, but IOOre~ in the 3-year
period, 1942-1945. Most of the 1949-50 change
involved tax revenue, the remainder arising
prinCipally from additional aid received by the
States from the Federal Government. The sharp
1947-48 increase in state tax revenues was part-
ly a result of the enactment by many States, in
1947, of new taxes and tax rate increases. Al-
though additional tax legislation contributed
to the much smaller annual rises in State tax
yields in 1949 and 1950, such action was less
widespread in this period than in 1947.' With
limited exceptions, tax changes adopted in 1950
will be first effective in 1951.3 The 1949-50
rise in State tax collections mainly resulted

~I' later tigul'es see the tOl'thCOll1ngCensus l\Ul'eau
report, State ~ Collections 1!!.!!!a. (to be issued in
August 1951).
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,

from increased yields of taxes on sales and
gross receipts and individual income.

Total revenue of'local governments amounted
to $13.5 billion in 1950, up 9 percent from
1949 or 92 percent' from 1942. About $0.6 bil-
lion of the 1949-50 ease of $1.1 billion
was contributed by 1 al tax yields. Aid re-
ceived from oth governments was up neal"ly
$0.4 billion, or 10 percent. The remainder waS
derived from charges and miscellaneous revenue,
which rose 9 perceni;. For the eight-year in-
terval, 1942-50, local taX yields rose 73 per-

~cent as compared with increases df 132 percent
I and 125 percent in local revenues from fiscal

aid and from other nontax sources,respectively.
All major types of local governments shared

in the 1949-50 rise in general revenue. The
largest increase, almost $0.4 billion, or 11
percent,' applied to school districts. Nearly
one-half of this rise was accoun~ for by in-
creased fiscal aid received from ather govern-
ments, 'principally from the States. City reve-
nue was up slightly less than that .of school
districts! or 7 percent, and county revenue was
up about ~0.3 billion, or 9 percent.

Summary revenue statistics for the Federal
Government, States,.and local governments ap-
pear in table 1, and data by type of tax in
table 2.

MAIN REVENUE SOURCES
\ Individual income taxes.provided 29 percent

of all governmental revenue in 1950, yielding
$16.5 billion or $109 per capita. Next in fiscal
importanc~ were taxes based on sales-and ~ss

receipts {1lIclud1ngFederal e.xctseta,xes and
customs dutiel3), which amounted to $13.'0 bIJ.:'
lion, or ~6 per capita, and thus contributed
23 ~cent of total governmental revenue. Cor.. .
~a'tlon income taxes accounted for 19 per,....) ...
cent~ prqperty taxes for 13 percent, other.
taxes for 12 percent, and nontax sources fqr 5
percent of all governmental revenue in 1950.

Table j indicates the percentage distribu-
tion ot revenue, by sources, in 1950~and 1942,
for the various levels of government. "

Property taxes continue to constItute the
largest.s1J;lg1eclass of state-and-local revenue,
~e-ld1llg $7.4 bIllion, <3'l" $49 per capita, in
1950. Of this sum, about $0.3 billion rep-
resented State prop,erty tax collecti~ns, tQe
remainder bei~ local revenue. Sales aDd gratis
receipts taxes-prinm-ily state ra1jherthan 10- '
cal leVies-rankedliv next as a source of state~'
and-local revenue, proViding $5.2 billion 1n~
1950. All other taxes of State and local gov- ow

ernments yielded $4.4 bUlion (including unem-
ployment insurance tax collections of $l.frbil-
lion); Federal aid provided $2.1 billion, and
other nontax sources $2.3 billion.

Fiscal aid-almost all trom the States (iJl-
cludiDBW Federal aid channeled through State
govenmfents)-comprised 31 percent of local gov-
ernment revenue in 1950, counties and school
districts being particularly so benefited.
Property taxes in 1950 contributed about nine-
tenths of all tax revenue, or more than half of
all general revenue, of local governments. .

Revenue data for particular types of loc,u
governments, by major sources, are presented in
table 4. ~

r------------------------------------------------~----~--------------------------_, -
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«. .11m ~ SHARE OF EACH 'GOVl!;RNH!NT LEVEL

The· :pl"esentat1on ot 'revenue &nd expenditure
data is C'OIIIpl1catedby transfers of fiscal aid
..,ng .,governments. By f'ar the largest sums
time bandleci invOlve Federal. aid to ~te Gov-
ertlIIents' ('2.0 bUllon in 1950)~ inclUding B-
~ts subsequently apportioned to local gov-
erumente, and state aid to local governments
($4.0 billion in 1950). In addition, relatively
san am:nmts ot aid are paid by the Federal
OoYernment direct to local· governments and by

"loce1 govermaents to Other local governments
(pr1nci'pally, by counties to school districts)
and to state governments. As stated on page 1,
P'ederal-State-local and State-and-local aggre.-
gates in this repor~t, to avoid multiple

. counting, the amounts of' tiscal aid transfers
among the levels of governments conc~

Data above and in tables 1 to 4 inclUde, as
revenue of particular levels IWII'types of gov- ~
ernment, sums received as aid from other govern-
ments. However,' the share of a valid net total
of' governmental revenue which is attributable
to each major level of government--Federal,
State, and local--depends on the way in which
fiscal aid transfers are interpreted. Each
share may be measured "before aid," or "after
aid." The f'ormer type of treatment merely in-
volves, for each level~ the exclusion of any;
aid received from other governments. The r
sult is a figure as to revenue ''fromown source
By the other method of treatment, aid rece! ed

'from other governments is inclUded, but id
paid is deducted, thus provoiding a figure as 0
revenue available "for own purposes." The r -
sults of such alt~tive treatment of Federal,
state, and local revenue in '"1950and six prior
years are set forth in table 5.4

The followtmg tabulation shows the percent
distribution of governmental revenue in 1950,
according to each of these two approaches:

~

Level ot govenwent

100.0
53.0
18.0
29.0

Revenue f'ro. Revenue tor
o,!!, SOl,lJ'ces ownpurposes

1Dro 1942 1950 1942

TOtal _ ••••••••••• 100.0
63.0
13.6
23.3

100.0 100.0
66.6 56.4

"17.1 21.9
16.3 21.7

Fede..al ••••••••••••••••••
state. .
IAlcal. ••••••••••••••••••••

Similarly, figure 3 depicts the trends of state
revenue and local goverDlJlIltrevenue since 1942
on each basis.

SOURCES AND PROCEDURES.

Sources of data. --Statistics herein concern-
ing revenue of the Federal Government for the
f.!scal years 1950, 1949, 1948, 1947,1946, 1945,..

~lnclpal1,. becpe the .gove..-tal units iDyolved
lIDnot bue ldentlcaf' fiscal-re'" p... lods. total ~Wlts,
to.. all SOV.'"-Dta togethe .., ot aid recelved ADd aid
paid .... not IibllOlutel,. the S_. so that the Fe4e..al-
Stat_local 8SINIate ot ..ewoenue.f'roII own sources· 41t-
.... lIll&btlJ' fraa that ot ..evenue ·to .. ownpurposes· In
till ~tl'l'. ,.. .....

an6 1942 wer~ derlyed from the 1~5~1951, 1950,
1949, 1948, 1947;aM 1944 issues, respectively,
of Th8 Budget ot; the United States Government,
exoept that amounts qt refunds of internaJ.. rey-
enue taxes were obtained from the Annual Report
of ~ Conmissioner or Internal. Revenue tar
each fiscal year involved.

As in~cated by the definitions presented
on page 11, Census Bureau cOlllPUation of'State
and local government revenue data involves de-
duction from gross tax receipts of any amounts
of tax refunds and also the excl~iQn from r,-
ported revenue of any receipts arising from re-
covery by the government of 8Jl¥)untspreviously
expended or i'l'OIJl the sale of governmental. assets.

In order to arrive at Federal' Government
amounts substantiallY (Jomparable with StateJiADd

"k>cal data, and to present generally consistent ,
Federal-St&te-local aggregates, similar treat- .
ment,h~s been applied to Federal data presented
in t¥s report. Thus, the amounts shown as
Federal revenue from various types of taxes, in

RECONCILIATION BETIl'EEli TOTAL RIOCEIPl'S OF GENERAL AND
SPECIAL ACCOUNTS, u, S. TREASURY AND FEDERAL AMOUNTS

REPORTED HEREIN.·195O

(bounts 10 1I11110ns)

/==============~====~=====

.' 3

AJIOunt

Total receipta, gene..8J. ADd
~clal accounts ••••••• : •••••••

I
Deductions:

Recoveries ADd retunda ot

968 "1.3U..

968
968

181
516

expenditures ••••••••• a. ..
Other non..envenue ..ftCe1P~."
Ret'llndllot ..evenue (ellclud1ng

lnte ..est):
Internal ..evenu. toes ••••••
Othe.. (CUlltaa. and

. e..roneous pay.ents) ••••••••
Transter tl"o. une.ploy.ent
trust tund (adJust.ent to..
ret ..oactlve c..edits taken·by
cont ..lbuto ..s)3 •••••••••••••••

Fede..al b~et adJuat.ents to
dati,. treasury a\ate.ent
basis. • • • • • • •• •• • • • •• • • • • • •• • (1165-1168)

790

L
I

128

Addi tiona: .....-
AdJustIRnt 1'or over1asUlUlCeot
excess prGfits tall retundbonds....................... 780

Railroad une.plo,.ant, in-
suraac. tax CO~lections~..... 891

Total revenue as repo ..ted
Ileret... ••••••••••••••••••••••••

18ft text above as to sou..ces.
2COllP~111ing·sale ot gO'l'e...-nt P..opett-7· md •..eal-

lzation upon loms and investllllnts.· •
30111tted tro. ..eceipts otgene ..al· and -special acCOlDlt8,

to adjust to..net cont ..ibtltion to 1Du!llIPlo,.-t tl"1J8t fUnd.
4COIIPI"lslng collecU.oDII ot ..an..oad UDeIIploJlient in-

au..UIIle tall depOSited by the Railroad Rett .... t Board llf
the une.plo,.ant trust t'und ADd sbom ln the ~ !!
~ ~ ~ Oovem.ent u a t1"lUl~accQUDt..ecelpt.

18

3
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!

././,
table 2, are net of X'etunds of such taxes paid'
during the respective years; and Federal reve-
nue trom "chB\rges and miscellaneoU5" sources is
exclusive of slgniticant identifiabl-e nonrevenue
receipts--which in 194~ and 1~ included large
amounts of reimbursements under the defense-aid·
program and from· renegotiation of contracts, "
and in 1946, 1947, and 1948, included sizeable
receipts trom the qisposition of surplus prop-
erty. '

These and lesser items accounting for the
difference b~twee~ 1950 figures on, total re-
ceipts of general and special accounts appear-
ing in The ~ 9! the United States' Govern-
ment and the total Federal revenue amounts for
1950 presented in this report are shown in the
table on page 4, together with page references
to .the sources of information employed. Similar
reconciliations a8 to the Federal revenue fig-

'ures shown herein for years prior to 1950 are
presented in the Census Bureau reports on "Goy-
ernmenbaf Revenue" for 1947, 1948-, and 1949.
Both of' the sets of totals which ar.e reconciled
in the tabulation are to be distinguished from
other financial aggregates for tije Federal Gov-
ernment,such as the totals of "budget receipts"
and "receipts from the JUblic" shown in Federal
budgei documents.

Statist~s of state general revenue are
from the Census Bureau report, Compendium Q£ •

~e Government Finances in 1950.
Local government data for 1942 are from the

Census Bureau publication, Revised Summary of
State and Local Government Finances in 1%Z.
Other ba~k-year figures for local governments
(with exeeptions noted below) are from the Cen-
sus Bureau re~ort,Governmental Revenue in ~,
which describes the sources and methods used.
The 1949 local government figures sh~ herein
have been revised slightly, reflecting availa-
bility of data from the Census Bureau report,
Compendium of City Government Finances :IE 1949,
since preparation of the 1949 report on govern-
mental revenue.

.... The 1945 through 1949 figures for the 397
cities having more than 25,000 inhabitants in
1940 are fro~ the Census Bureau annual series'
on "City Fi~ces." Estimates of 1950 general
revenue fot these cities e based on a rate of
change from 1949 to 1950 r a random stratified
sample of these government 1 units.

The 1945 and 1946 l' s for counties are
from the. Census Bureau ann series on "County
Finances," which was'(1iscontin 11-
cation of the report for 1946. The 194:7, 1 ,
1949, and 1950 county figures were ted on
the basis of the rates of chang trom 1946 'to
~ specified years for a ran om stratified
sample of....these governmental unit •

The levels of' stratification and coverage
of the two classes of governmental units are
shown in the adjoining column. •

For.the very large cities, and/' for Some
ounties and ,smaller cities, data were obtained
y field compilatioR trom official sources.

Mail canvass was used to obtainO the necessary
information from most counties and BlJl8.ller.
cities.

l •

'/ f
.'F"~"

'''-''' ~-1-

population
,a1ze class

Units in
size clus

./

Unite
..epol'tln,g

to

SAIIPLE' OF- THE 397.LAIItlEBt CITmS (1940 CENSUS)

OVer 250.000 ••••••• 37 37 37"
1OO.000-250;oob •••• 55 30

~50.000-100.000 ••••• 105 30
25.000-50,000 •••••• 1.000 25 24,

Total •••••••• 397 122 121

SAMPLE OF COUNTIES a
oV~r 250.000 •• ~••••
50,000- 250,000 •••••
25,000-50.000 •••••
Under 25,000 •••••••

56'
367
670

1.957

56

8fJ
44
44.

Total •••••••• 3,050 246 226

Statistics of school-dis~rict revenue in
1950 are based on information obtai;ed from
State .agencies ani from the United States Office
of Education. In the ca$e of 5 States for
which 1950 revenue figures were not available,
estimates were made on tthebasis of revenue sta-
tistics for prior years, supplemented with data
as to property tax levies to be collected in
1950, statistics of state aid paid to local
schools in 1950, and dat,a as to trends of schoo].-
district revenue in other similar States.

a1scal year 1950 rev~ues' of other local
governments were arrived at bysampling methods.
CUrrent revenue figures were col1ectedoby mail
canvass or from State sources for a stratified
s8JlIP1eof these "governments. Sample units were
selected on a random basis. The sample design
provides for complete coverage of townships and'-
special districts having annual general revenue

~ or indebtedness of more than, $1 million. For
these classes of governments, only minor est!'-
mation was required as to missing items.

For cities having 2,500 to 25,000 inhabit-
ants, estimates were made by applying to'fbench- •
mark" statistics for these governments from the
1942 Census of Governments, "ratids of change
from 1942 to 1950 computed from statistics or'
the sample units. . .

Estimates as to· the smaJ,1est size-class
cities (having less than 2,500 inhabitants) and
sme.+1 townships and special districts (having
annual general revenue and indebtedness of less
than $1 miHion) we:te made on the basis of aver-
ages for each type of government, computed from
reports of the sample units.

Factors affecting estimateS.--The ,estimates
pr~sented in this re~or~ based on samp1e,dEl
are sUbject to sampling variation that
cause them to differ s,omewhat trom' the results
that would_have been obtained from a c9mp~ete
canvass of all units. The estimate: of State
and local government general revenue is subject
to a relative sampling error of approx1mateli
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0.4 percent and the est:lm.te of local government
general revenue to a r~tive 'sampLingerror of

• approx1:mteJ.y 0.7 percent. 5 The estimate of
'total. local governmenttaxes .is subject to a
relative sampling error of less than 1.0 per-
cent. Est1ates for 'the minO:D- categories of
taxes, tor aid received, . and,for other nontax
revenue are likely to have a somewhat lrl.gh,er
relative sampling variation. Similarly, esti-
_tes, with respect to particular types of low

. government are subject to somewhat~eater
sampling *,iaticn than the eatimated aggregates
tor- all local governments. .

lD addition to 'the effects of sampling var-
iation, the estimates may be affected by the
taU~ ot some governmental units to report.
SUch nonresponse JJ¥lY introduce a bias into I the.
estimates .b~e of possible selectivity in

6in rep.ated .~.,. using the ._ SIUIpUng end
..tt.attna procedures, the chances are that 2 est1aates
out ot 3 would be within the specified percentage ot the
HaUl t. that would be obtained t'roa a cc.plete enuaer ....
tion; 18outot20 wo~d be within double that percentage..

the reporting governments. Intensive efforts
have been madeto reduc~ the possible effects
of such bias ,by concentrating on obtaining re-
ports from all units in the sample, p8rticular-
ly the large ones. However,no ef£ort_ has been
"madeto measure or adjust for an;y possible bilw
due to nonrespcnse-

Both tlijl. estima't;es and the completely re-
ported data are affected by the quality of the
ba:hic reports of revenue received from the gov-
ernmental officials -themselves. Explicit def-
initions and insWuctions to QrficialJl, inten-
sive examiIlationof reported data ~ comparison
with other sources, and supplementary corre-
spondencewith reporting officials are used to
promote completeness and uniformity of report-
ing.

The cooperation 8nd assistance of State and
local governmentsrficiala whoprovided informa-
tion for this report is gratel'ully aclmOwle~ed.
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Table 1.-FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL GE'IlE!W. REVEN01!; BY SOURCE: 1950 AND PRIOR YEARS

7

Item

•State and local

Totall Federal2

'rotal~ State
OtherTotal County City School

distr.1ct

Total:
195b •••••••••••••• ••••••••••·•••••••
1949 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
1948 •••••••••••••• •• ••••••••••••••••
1947 •••••~ ••••••••••••••••••• •••••••
1946 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••
1945, .
1?"2 ~.: •••••••••••
Taxes: /'

1950 ••••••; .
1949 ••••••••••••••••:••••••••••••
1948 ••••••• • ••• •• .. ••••••••••••••1947 ••••••.••••••••••••••• 1 ••••••

1946: ••.••.••.•·••, .
1945 •••••.•••••.••••••••••••••• '"
194,2 ••••:.•••••••••••

Changes and miscellaneous:
1950 .
1949 ••••••.••••••••••.•••••••••••
1948 •••••••••••••••••••• :••••••••
1947 ••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••
1946 •••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••
194,5•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
1942 •••••••••••.••••••••••••• ••••

Aid received fro~ other governme~ts:
1950 •••••••••••••••••••.••••••••.•
1949 .
1948 ••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••
i~~:::·::::::::::::::::::::::::::
1945 ••••.••••••••••••.•••••••••••
1942 .

Total:
From 1949 to 1950 ••••••••.••••••••••
~om 1942 to 1950 :•••
Taxes:

From 1949 to 1950 .
From 1942 to 1950 .

Charges and miscellaneous:
From 1949 to 1950 ••' .
From 1942 to 1950 •.•..

Aid received from other governments:
~m 1949 to 1950 •••••••••••••••.
~ 1942 to 1950 •••.

~
Total ; .

Taxes ••
Charges and miscellaneous ••••••••,••
Aid received from other governments.

AMOUNT.,IN MILLIONS

$57,565
456,512
57,224
5~;-O71
50,942
54,981
24,159.
54,626

453,576
54,49;
49,586
4t\,808
53,050
23,027

2,939 '
42,936

2,729
2,485
2,1.34
1,931
1,1.31

$38,354
38,602
40,890
37,936
38,493
43,405
13,623

$21,309
419,711

17,826
15,298
13,242
12,384
ll,39O

$ll,863
10,986
10,025

8,481
7,198
6,729
6,100

8,940
8,349
7,791
6,690
5,968
5,561
4,979

2,030
1,760
1,439
1,157

767
759
809

$13,545
412,482

• ll,036
9,419
8,243
7,546
7,040

8,002
47,417

6,601
5,835
5,159
4,888
4,632

893
878
796
633
462
410
312

1,377
41,266

1,147
976
859
718
613

$3,316
3,035
2,614
2,253
1,974
1,719
1,650

1~t>78
1,543
1,328
1,173
1,027

927
938

1,259
1,138

957
802
684
583
562 •

$5,376
45,019
4,632
4,071
3,573
3,294
3,ll8

3,656
43,417

3,183
2,815
2,508
2,381
2,298

379
354
328
278
263
209
150

684
4619

570
530
452
371
306

$4,054
3,662-
3,125
2,496
2,147
2,013
1,719

2,121
1,934
1,635
1,415
1,224
).,192
1,052

217
200
162

91
76
70
86

1,7iJ..7
1,528
1,328

990
848
750
641

$798
767
665
600
549
520
492

546
524
453
433
400
388
.w.

97
93

.. 88
71
68
62
71

155-
150
124

91
80
69
77

37,684 16,94J.
37,810 415,766
40,104 114,391
37,060 12,526
37,681 ll,128
42.601 ,10,449
13;417 9,6ll

669
791
786
876
812
804
206

2,270
42 144
.1;943

1,609
,1,322
1,127

925

4;166
43,798

3,288
2,608
2,225
1,939
1,795

8.0 8.5 9.3
94.5 92.4 101.0

PERCENT CHANGE

7.1 7.9 8.8
79.6 72:7 79.0

1.7 8.7 7.0
186.1 124.7 153.0

PER CAPITA, 19506 \

$78.21 $89.29 $21.86
58.94 52.75 ll.O?

5.89 9.08 2.50
13.38 27.47 8.30

$252.84 $140.48
248.43 111.69

4.41 14.9?,
xxx 13.83

1~036
983

• 878
726

613
537
515

9.7
101.6

8.3
152.3

1.9
138.3

'2,098
'1,800
'1,492
'1~163

793
'808

854

2.0
137.2

0.1
159.9

xxx
xxx

$379.49
360.12

19.38
xxx

xxx
xxx
xxx
xxx
xxx
xxx
xxx

...........

15.4 9.7 10.6
150.8 13~ 123.8

• PER CAPITA, 19426

-0.7 8.1
181.5 87.1

-0.3 7.5
180.9 76.3

-15.4 5.9
224.5 145.5

xxx 16.5
xxx 145.6

7.1
72.4

7.0
59.1

10.5
123.6

5.4
101.3

$26.73
1.3.98

1.43
11.32

4.5
36.9

..
$35.44

24.10
4.51
6.83

$5.26
3.60

.64
1.02

Total.................................. $179.18 $101.04 $84.47 $45.24 $52.21 $12.24 $23.13 $13.19 $3.65
Taxes............................... 11'.79 99.51 71.28 36.92 34.36 6.95 17.04 7.80 2.55
Charges and miscellaneous........... 8.39 1.53 6.86 2.31 4.54 loll 2.27 .64 .53
Aid received from other governments. xxx xxx 6:~ ~ 6.00 13.31 4.17 3.82 4.75 .57

NOTE: Because of rounding to ,the nearest million, detail does~ot ways add to totals. lExcluding dUPl1C~ inter-
governmental aid: Fede~al-state-Iocal totals include no aid receipts; S te-10ca1 totals include only aid received from the
Federal Government, For sources and explanation of derviation, see es 4-5. 'Data ~e basefron estimates in part·
see pages 4-6. Revised.' 'Federsl aid paid to state and local gave ents during its specified fiscal ye~ taken a~
being B~stantia1ly equivalent to Federal afd received by such gover t during their respective fiscal years intbe absence
of comprehensive post-1942 data as to aid received by 10ca1 governments direct from the Federal Government. 6Per capita
figures for 1950 and for 1942 are computed on the basis of estimated population of continental United States including armed
forces overseas, as of July 1, 1950 (151,689 thousand) and as of July 1, 1942 (134,831 thousand), respectiv~ly. It is to be
noted that these population totals are larger than the total populations of the 48 States and of the various types of local
governments, particularly in the case of cities and of "other" uni~s (iI.e.,townships and special districts).
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• '~Ai /truJaa 1N 'J'8B .1DIrrC II'l'ATJaI: 1~
Table 2.~, srm, AlII) LOCALTAXJIIVIIIIII, Bt '!'!PI: 19.50AlII> PRItIt mRB

.
SalM,

Licen8ea,
IDdiY!clual.

• Cozpo- ~' De.th
Itea Total ...tim· raoeipta, i'1'apu'\7 and Social pel'lllitB,1nc_

~1 and CUt 1naUl'Ulce2 and
oun- other. -

AtIlWT D KILLI(lIS.
Total:

1950•••••••••••••••••••••• ~,626 e·472 .tu,043 ~,986 f!,366 t873 $3,921 F,,9641949•••••••••••••••••••••• '3,576 16,10' U,844 12,~ 6,84a 9-'9 3,442 1,789
1948 •••••••••••••••••••••• 54,49' 19,762 10,273 12,106 6,128 1,074 3,!580 1,5721947••••••••••••••••• : •••• 49,!i86 1.8,257 9,0-'9 U,314 ',507 936 3,129 1,3841946...................... ~,808 16,399 12,22' 9,828 4,990 810 2,858 1.6981945...................... '3,0.50 1.8,726 15,547 8,454 4,802 770 3,159 1,~1
1942...................... 23,02'/ 3,52'1 4,998 ',687 4,~ '32 2,350 1,389

Federal: -1950............. ~. 37,684 15,684 10,450 7,832 .......... 698 2,890 1.31
1949................. 37,810 15,461 U,l96 ' 7,780 .......... '180 2,466 128
1~ ................... 40,104 19,219 9,681 7,661 .......... 890 2,'19 133
1947................... 37,060 17,802 8,602 7,593 ••••• 1•••• 770 2,157 1361946................... 37,681 15,977 11,778 6,838 .......... 667 1,823 ~7
1945................... 42,601 18,344 15,089 6,020 .......... 636 1,904 608
1942.................... 13,417 3,251 4,726 3,334 ...... ····t 419 1,267 420~ .

State and local:
,

1950................... 16,941 789 593 ',154 7,366 175 1,0:31 1,8331949...... : ............ '15,766 '644 648 '4,816 '6,842 179 975 '1,661
l~ ................... 14,391 S43 591 4,445 6,128 184 1,062 1,438
1947................... 12,'26 455 ,457' 3,721 ',507 167 971 1,~
1946....... ~ ........... 11,128 422 447 2,990 4,990 143 1,03' 1,101
1945................... 10,449 383 458 '2,434 4,802 134 1,255 983
1942................... 9,6U 276 272 2,353 4,544 113 1,084 969. State:

19~ ................ 8,940 724 586 4,670 311 - 171 1,028 1,450
1949................ 8,349 -'93 641 4,36' '276 1'76 973 1,325
1948................ I 7,791 499 58' 4,04'

~
180 1,0~ 1,143

1947................ 6,690 418 451 3,415 16' 969 1,011
1946................ ',968 3It 442 2,~

~
ua 1,034 902

1945................ 5,561 ,,7 453 a,278 132 1,254 811
1942................ 4,979 '" ~ 2,220 m: .~ 1,076 781

Loca14: .
- 1950................ 8,002 64 7 484 7,056 .4 3 383

1949................ '7,417 '51 7 '4'1 '6,566 3 3 '336
1948................ 6,601 44 7 400 5,850 3 2 295
1947................ 5,835 37 6 ,306 ',246 1 2' 237
1946•••• : ........... 5,159 33 , 183 4,737 . 1 2 198
1945................ 4,888 26 , 156 4,526 1 2 172
1942................ 4,632 27 3 133 4,273 1 8 188..

PIIIC!H'l' ClWiCIIPRCM1949 TO 19.50
.

2.0
<Totel ••••••••.•••••••••••••• P. 2.3 06.8 3.1 ':.7 -9.0 13.9 9.8

Federal ..... , ............. -0.3 1.4 06.7 0.7 .......... -10.5 17.2 2.5
State and local ........... 7.5 22.' -8.6 7.0 7.7 -2.3 5.7 10.3

State .................. 7.1 22.2 -8.7 7.0 12.8 -3.1 5.7 9.4
Local. ................. 7.9 25.6 4.0 7.3 7.5 46.8 32.8 13.8

PIIICJII'l' CHANGEFQ IO'..! TO 19.50

Total ...... , ................. 137.2 367.0 121.0 128.3 62.1 64.1 66;8 41.4
I!t!eral ................... 180.9 382.' 121.1 134.9 . 66.6 128.1 068.8..........

te and local ........... 76.3 1.8'.3 11.8.2 ll9.1 ' 62.1 54.8 -4.8 89.1
State ................ ·.. 79.6 190.4 118.0 llD.4 14.7 fA' '2.2 -4.' 85.(1
~al .................. 72.7 138.1 138.7 264.' 6'.1 346.7 -55.6 104.0

PIR CAPITA, 1950',
Total .............. ·.......... 360.12 108.-'9 72.80 ·8'.61 4&56 '.75 25.8' 12.~'

Federal ................... 248.43 103.39 68.89 '1.63 .......... 4.60 1~.0' .86
State and,local. •••••••••• ' 111.69 '.20 3fsl 33.98 48.56 1.15 6.80 12.08

State ................... 58.94 4.78 386 30.79 2.0' 1.13 6.78 0).56
Local .................. 52.75 .42 .0' 3.19 46.'1 .03 .02 2.52

PIIICIIft' DISrRIBtJrIQI, BYL!VIL or OOVIRII!INT, 19.50

Total ........................ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 - 100.0 100.0 100.0
Fed.ral ................... 69.0 9'.2 94.6 60.3 ........... 79.9 73.7 6.7
st.te and local ••••••••••• 31.0 4.8 '.4 39.7 100.0 20.1 26.3 93.3

Stete .................. 16.4 4.4 '.3 36.0 4.2 19.6 26.2 73.8
I.ocal.;: ••••••••••.•••• 14.6 0.4 0.1 3.7 9'.8 0.' O~l 19.5

!lam: B.c.use at round1n& to ne.... at. milUCIII, 4.tail 4oe. not .lllqll .44 to tot.ta. lFed.... l IIIIIOUnteinolude o:oe88
profita ts u vel 8 normal tax and .urtu, and tor ~ .... prior to 1~ inolud. unJllllt anr1clment tax. ar.d.ral uounts
f.t!.olud. tho.. col ct at railroad unnpl~t 1IIIurano. tax whioh .... cradi ta4 41ftc1t17 to the Railroad Hat1rtlMnt Bpard
and .bown in Tbe ~ tba Un1tad St.te. Ooftn-nt u • tl'lllt .ocount ns_ipt. 'Hamed. ~ta.... buedf.1:m .ati-
_tae, in pertT pap i;:6::--~~ute4 CIII the bail at •• tiJlata4 popu1.at1C11 (151,689 thouIand) ot oCilltinental Un1ta4
S1atee, inalud1n& e oOYera.u, u at Jul7 1, 19.50.

Table 3.-PEROENT DISTRIBUTIONor nomw., STI.T!, AJII) LOCaL CIIN!IW. RIVmI!, BYSOOBCE: 1950 AJII) 1942

.' Total1 Federal State and ~

SoUrce Total1 state Local
1950 1942 1950 1942 1950 1942 1950 1942 1950 1942/

Total ...................................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0.
Tue •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 94·9 9'.3 9/3.3 9/3.5 66.:/f' 84.4 ".4 81.6 59.1 6'.8Individual inoollll!•••••••••••••••••••• 28.6 14.6 40,9 23.9 3.1 2.4 6.1 4.1 0.' 0.4

Corporation income................... 19.2 20.7 27.2 34.7 2.3 2.4 4·9 4.4 0.1 (2)
Sala., irCBa reoeipts, and oustoms... 22.6 23.5 20.4 24.5 20.3 20.7 39.4 36.4 3.6 1.9
Property ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 12.8 18.8 ...... ...... 29.0 39.9 2.6 4.4 52.1 60.7
Death and i1ft ....................... 1.5 2.2 1.8 3.1 0.7 1.0 1.4 1,8 ~:~(2)
Social inauranoe ..................... 6.8 9.7 7.' 9.3 4.1 9.' 8.7 17.6 0.1
LioenseB, permitB, and other ••••••••• 3.4 '.8 0.3 3.1 7.2 8.5 12.2 12.8 2.8 2.7

Charges and miBoellaneous ••••••••••••••• '.1 4.7 1.7 10"' 8·9 8.1 7.5 5.1 10.2 8.7
Aid received tram other governments ••••• lCCC lCCC lCCC xxx 24.4 7.5 17.1 13.3 30.8 25.5

1Based upon BIDOWltsexcluding duplicating intergovernmental aid: Federal-State-1ocal totals include no aid recBipts; State-
local totala ino1ude only aid reoeivBd trom the Federal Government.

2Less than 1/20 of 1 peroent. '

f
Item Total County City1 School Other'd1atriot2-,. 1950 AMJUNT IN TID1SAHDS

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $13.154',012 $3,316,135 $5,376,042 $4,054,346 $798,489
Taxes, total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8,001,525 1,678,446 3,655,972 2,121,002 546,10'Individual ipcome............................... 64,295 ............. 64,295 ............ ...........

Corporation income.............................. 7,160 ............ 7,160 ............ ...........
Sales and graBS receipts ....................... 483,804 18,873 457,696 "42;i2i;OO2 7,235
Property •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7,055,750 1,599,660 2,814,494 520,594
Death and gift .................................. 4,467 ............. 4,467 ............ ...........
Social insurance ................................ 3,360 ............ 3,360 ............ ...........
Licenses, permits, and other .................... 382,689 '59,913 304,500 ............ '18,276

Charges and miscellaneous •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,377,135 379,023 684,273 216,638 97,201
Aid received from other governments •••••••••••••••• 4,166,352 1,258,666 1,035,797 1,716,706 155 183

190'.9»DJNT IN TIIlUSAHDS ' .
Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $12,482,276 $3,034,699 $5,018,724 $3,661,878 $766,975

Taxes, total •••••••• '" •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7,417,308 1,542,560 3,416,726 1,934,162 523,860
Individual income ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 51,192 ............ 51,192 ............ ............
Corporation incoll!e.............................. 6,885 ............ . 6,885 ............ ...........
Sales and gross receipts ........................ 451,097 15,877 429,932 .. li;9jj,;i62 ',288Property ............................. ~' ......... 6,566,279 1,469,510 2,657,162 505,44'Death and gift .................................. 3,043 ............ 3,043 ............ ...........
Social :!..naurance•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,530 · .. ··;5;;i7j 2,530 ............ . .... ;i3;i2;Licenses, permits, and other •••••••••••••••••••• 336,282 265,9/32 ............

ChargeB and miBc!!llaneous •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,266,477 354,165 619,324 199,999 92;989Aid received from other governmeflts •••••••••••••••• 3,79/3,491 1,137,974 982,674, 1,527,717 150,126
1 """-PERCENTDISTRIBUTION,BYsaJRCE, 1950

Total ................................................. 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

Taxes ................... A.......... ' .............. :~

~
59.1 50.6 68.0 52.3 68.4

ChargeS and miBcellaneous ......................... 10.2 ·ll.4 12.7 5.3 12.2
Aid received tram other governments •••••••••••••••• 30.8 38.0 19.3 42.3 19.4- ,

PERCENTDISTRIBUTION,BYTYPf OF~, 1950
Total ..................................................... 100.0 24.5 ~.7 29.9 5.9. ,.

Tues .................................................... 100.0 21.0 45.7 26., 6.8
ChargeB and miBcellaneous •••••••••• ; ............... 100.0 27.5 49.7 15.7 7.1
Aid received trom other governments •••••••••••••••• 100.0 30.2 24.9 41.2 3.7

NOTE: Data are based on estimates, in part; see pageB 4-6. Oity amounts for 1949 are revised to incorporate data f'l'om the
•C~ Bureau report, c~ndium s: £lll Ooverpment ~ m.~ local govll1'IllllentMiotals are adJullted accordingly.

Comprises incorporate places with powerB of general government. Theae inolude un1to ktlowfi locally as ~llages, borougha,
and (except in NewEngland States and in NewYork and Wisconain) towna, as wsll as cities.

2eompriBeB only un1tll of school adm1n1s.iratil!n that are independent wdts at local government and not school syatems oper-
atillg as aclmin1atrative segments at State, county" city, and township govll1'Illllents. •

JeOmpriBeBepeoial diBtricts and townshiPB, including towns in NewEngland StateB, NewYork, and W1aconain.
4lncludeB an unsegregab1B amount of other taxes., ~
Any amounts derived tram income taxes and death and gift taxes ere classified as "licenses, permits, IUIdother, n except

for cities having more than 250,000 inhabitants. ~



10 GOVERNMENTAL I'INANCES IN THE UNr1'ED STA~ES: 1950.

Total.
lteIlI

-- State and 100al

1950:
Revenue floom CJWIl SO\D"Ces •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
~ Aid received tram other governments •••••••••••••••
19!!!:!! Total gross reveuu.e •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
:tI.ZIlII Aid paid to other governmants .
~ ~eveDUe tar own purposes ••••••••••••••••••••••••

1949:
Revenue n-om own sourc.ea •••••••••••••••••••••••••• e •••••

Plus Aid received tram other g~vernmentB•••••••••••••••
Eta Total gross revenue .

Aid paid to other governments ..
!qiiils Revenue tar rses .

1948:
Revenue t'roID own sources •••• • ••••••••••••••••••••••••••
~ Aid received tram other governments •••••••••••••••
~ Total gross revenue•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
~ Aid paid to o~ governments ••••••••••••••••••••
~ Revenue tar own purposes ••••••••••••••••••••••••

1947:
Revenue :f'ro.Dl own sources •• I ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

~ Aid received £rom other governments ..
~ Total P'"OBS revenue •••••••••••••••••• "••••••••••
~ Aid paid to other governments ••••••••••••••••••••
l!9E!!!! Revenue far awn ~ses ..

1946:
Revenu.e tram own aou:rces •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
~ Aid received tram other governments •••••••••••••••
~ Total gross revenu.e •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
~ Aid paid to other iovarnments ..EiY!l! Revenue tor own purposes ••••••••••••••••••••••••

1945:
R8Ve1lUe from own sources •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Plus Aid received f'roJII, other governments •••••••••••••••
~ Total gro8S revenue •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
MIiii.ii"'" Aid pa.1d to other governments ••••••••••••••••••••
!qUa1s Revenue tor own purposes ••••••••••••••••••••••••

Revenue trom own sources:
1950 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
1949 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
l~ ••••• ; •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
194-7 •• f "' ••••••••••••••••••• , ••••••••

1~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
1~5 •••••••••••••••••• "••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
1942 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Revenue tar own purposes:
1950 .
1949 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
1948 ••••..••••••••••••••••• • •••••••••••••••• • ••••••••••
1947 .
1946 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
1945 :.
1~2 ••.•••••••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Total. Federal II state I Local1

,NOTE: Because ot rounding to nearest million, detaU does !lOt al~ add to totala. Difterenoe in total amounts ot fiscal
aid revenue and fiscal aid payments prillBl'ily renect variance in fiscal ;years 1lIII0111governmentv

Insta are based on estimates, in part; see pages 4-6.
2Comprises m:lney grants and shared revenuel grants in kind and loans are sxcluded.
'Revised.

I

GOVERNMENTAL REVENUE IN' 1950

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS
Princ~pal revenue \ concepts fo~ the Census

Bureau's uniform cl~ssification of State and
local government fin~ces, as applied to this
report, are defined b~low. Additional explana-
tion~ especially as td the treatment of Federal
revenue and of intergovernmental fiscal aid in
arriving at revenue aggregates for two or 'more
levels of government, are provided in the text
and tables. Comprehensive glossaries appear in
the Census Bureau annual "Compendium" reports
on State and city government finances.

AID 1tECEIVED FROM or lEft GOVERNMENTS. -Amounts
of revenue received bya government from another
government-Federal, State, or local--including
amounts received for discretionary redistribu-
tion ~o other governments, for use in perform-
ing specific functions or for general financial
support. Irtcluded are grants from unspecified
sources" and from earmarked revenues or funds,
payments in lieu of taxes, and allocated shares
of taxes levied ~d collected by other govern-
ments, but not locally collected and retained
shares of State-imposed taxes. Amounts received
by States from the Fede al Government include
sums for reapportionment local governments,
other than sums merely ch eled through State
governments to specifio 1 al governments with-
out State discretion distribution (such
amounts are classif' d I as received directly by
the local governme ts from the Federal Govern-
ment). Aid received does not include loan~ the
value of aid in kind rather than cash--e.g.,
free transfers of surplus property or of com-
modities--or reimbursements received for con-
iractual ~ervices, commodities, or property
furnished to other governments (such reimburse-
ments are included in "CHARGES AND MISCELLANE-
OUS" general revenue).

CHARGES AND MlSCELLANEOUS.-All nontax gen-
eral revenue o~er than aid received from other
governments. Comprises charges for current
services, special assessments for capital im-
provements, interest, rents, royalties, dona-
tions, etc e , , and,as to States and local' govern-
ments, net contributions from government-owned
enterprises. Payments exacted from individuals
or corporations for the privilege of engaging
in specified activities are reported in the ap-
propriate "taxes" category.GENERAL REVENUE.-All revenue-from genera14
government sources. Revenue comprises all casH
re&eipts other than from borrowing, disposal of
asset~ recovery of amounts p'reviously expended,
or agency transactions, but net of refunds of
amounts previously received. General-government
sources consist of all taxes, all aid received
from other governments (except amounts directly
for enterprises), and charges and miscellaneous
revenues arising from the conduct of general
government activities. General revenue inciudes
net contributions from enterprises. Revenue of

spe,cial assessment and other special r~enue
funds of the government apd of'its administra-
tive boards and agencies is included, as well
as that of the general fund. Any amounts of
taxes or other revenue from general-government
sources credited directly to sinking, trust,
and enterprise funds are classified'ls general
revenue. Census procedures call for reporting
~eneral revenue in terms of amounts collected
lpreferably) or deposited.

~.--Compulsory contributions exacted by
a government for public purposes. Tax figures
represent amounts of the collections, current
and delinquent, with penalties and interest,
and before deduction of administr~ve costs,
but after deduction of refunds and excluding
impounded amounts paid under protest. State tax
revenue includes local shares of State-imposed
taxes, exce~t any amounts locally collected and
retained. (See AID RECEIVED FRDM OTHER GOVERN-
~NTS.) State collection and distribution of
locally imposed taxes, bowever, is an agency
transaction and such tax proceeds are reported
as tax revenue of the local government con-
cerned and not as Stat~ revenue. Proceeds from
taxes imposed by one local government and col-
lected for it by another and locally collected
and retained shares of State taxes are classi-
fied as tax revenue of the final receiving gov-
ernment.
Corporation Income.--Taxes on corporations and
uninCOjrated businesses (when taxed distinc-
tively m' individual income) measured by net
income.. . . ,
Death an Gif~--Taxes imposed on the transfer
of proPerty at d~at~in contemplation of death,
or as a g1r't~
Individual Income.--Taxes on individuals meas-
ured by net income and taxes distinctively im-
posed on specLaj,types of income (e.g., interest,
dividends, income from intangibles, etc.).
Property.--Taxes conditioned on ownership of
property and measured by its value. Includes
general property taxes relating to property as
a whvle, real and personal, tangible and intan-
gible, whether taxed at a single rate or at
classified rates, and taxes on selected types
of property, such as motor vehicles or certain
or all intangibles.
Sales and Gross Receipts.--Taxes, including
"licenses" at more than nominal ra\es, based on
the volume or value of transfers of goods or
services, upon gross receipts theref~om, or
upon gross income, and related ~xes levied on
use, storage, production, importation, or con-
sumption of goods. Excluqes distinctively im-
posed severance taxes.
Social Insurance.--Taxes on employers' and em-
ployees for the specific purpose of financing
Unemployment compensation and other social in-
surance programs.

,
A!OJNT IN MILLIONS

.57,565 $.38,354 $19,211 $9,~ $9,379
6,196 .......... 6,196 2, 0 4,166

63,762 38,354 25,408 11,863 13,545
6,224 22,098 4,126 4,011 115

''7,537 36,256 21,281 7,851 13,430

'56,512 38,,602 '17,910 9,226 '8,684
'5,558 .......... '5,558 1,760 '3,798

'62,070 38,602 '23,469 10,986 '12,482
',455 21,800 3,654 3,544- 110

'56,616 36,801 '19,814 7,442 '12,372
,

57,224 40,890 16,334 8,587 7,748
4,727 .......... 4,727 1,439 3,288

61,951 40,890 21,061 10,025 11,036
4,'749 21,492 3,257 3,167 90

57,202 39,398 17,804 6,858 10,946.
52,m 37,936 14,135 7,323 6,811
3,76 .......... 3,765 1,157 2,608

",836 37,936 17,900 8,481 9,419
3,T16 21,163 2,613 2,549 64

52,059 36,T13 15,287 5,931 9,355

50,942 38,493 12,449 6,431- 6,019
2,992 .......... 2,992 767 2,225

53,934 381493 15,441 7,198 8,243
~ 2,897 793 2,104 2,044 60

51,038 37,700 13,338 5,154 8,183

54,981 43,405 11,576 5,970 5,606
2,698 .......... 2,698 759 1,939

57,680 43i~ 14,275 6,729 7,546
2,700 1,892 1,838 54

54,980 42,597 12,383 4,890 7,493
~ .,

24,159 13,623 10,536 5,291 ~ 5,245
2,604 .......... 2,604 809 1,795

26,763 131:; 13,l4O 6,100 7,040
2,642 1,799 1,751 48

24,121 12,780 11(341 4,349 6,992
PERCENT DIS1'RIBOTION BY IZVEL OF GOVERNMENT

100.0 66.6 33.4 17.1 16.3
100.0 68.3 31.7 16.3 15.4
100.0 71.5 28.5 15.0 13.5
100.0 72.Q 27.1 14.1 13.1
100.0 75.6 24.4 12.6 11.8
100.0 78.9 21.1 10.9 10.2
100.0 56.4 43.6 21.9 21.7

100.0 63.0 37.0 13.6

~
100.0 6'5.0 35.0 '13.1 '21.9 )100.0 68.9 31.1 12.0
100.0 70.6 29.4 11.4 18.0
100.0 73.9 26.1 10.1 16.0, 100.0 77.5 22.5 8.9 13.6
100.0 r--,-S3.0 47.0 18.0 29.0
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CENSUS BURE(dJ R!PCRTS ON ~

RECCHIENDEDCCJ1PLETECITATION FCR THIS REPORT:
U. S. Bureau of the Census, Goyernmen~l ~ t!:! 1950 (Governmental Finances

in the United States: 1950, No• .2, Washington, D:"""C., August 1951, 12 pp.
tables.

REPCm.'S IN TIlE SERIES "GOVERNMENTAL FINANCES IN THE UNITED STA1'ES: 1950":

No. 1. Governmental Debt in 19!iO-final report of basic debt statistics for all
governments, shoving Nation.u. totals as of June 30 by type of government,
and preliminary,figures on outstanding debt of individual States. (Pub-
lished December 1950)

No., 2. Governmental Revenue in 19!iO--basic revenue statistics for all governments,
showing Natioii8I'tOtala liYiype of government. (Published August 1951)..,.

OTHERSERIES OF CURRENTCENSUS REPCRTS ON GOVERNMENTS:*
State Fin4nces
City Finances
Government Employment

, ,

*A processed listing "Census Bureau Publications onUGovernments" (available on
request) describes each report in the various current series.
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Total taxes in the United States amounted

to approximately $63.6 billion in the 1951 fis-
cal year,l or $412 per capd.ta, The Federal Gov-
ernceni"collected $46 ~il1ion or 72 percent of
this total.· State tax revenue amounted to $3.9
billion, and local taxes totalled $8.6 billion.

General revenue of all governments from
nontax sources amounted to$9.1 billion in 1951.
Gross ~stal revenues and proceeds from Eales
by the Commodity Credit Corporation and other
Federal Government business enterprises fall in
this class 0 .e.

In addi ion to era! revenue. governments
received $7.8 billion in contributions an:l in-
vestment earnings for cia! Insurance and $2.8
billion as sales r-evenue f State liquor stor-es
and local publig wa ter, electric, gas, and
transit utilities.

Altogether, therefore. total governmental
revenue in 1951 amounted to $83.3 billion or
$539 per capita. This is & net total excluding
intergovernmental revenue, Revenue totals
shawn in this report for particular levels end
types of governm~ts include any amounto of
revenue received by theDl from other levels or
types of governments, but duplicating amounts
of intergovernmental revenue are netted 01.:tcr
aggregates covering several types or levels of
governments.

Rl'CENT ~ TRENDS

Tax. re renue of all governments
times as great in 1951 as in 1942.

war:
This

three
trend

l~eyenue data 3re for fiscal years of the v&rlous
goverJlllent" ended 1IUhin tho Bl'eeifi ..d calendar yell,.,
with aiMr e""t'eptioIl8. Fiscal yeara of' the Federlll Oov-
ernAent and of Moat SLftt~l6nd local gove~nt8.end on
June 00. FIscal years or '" few sutes Ilnd of nuaerous
loc.' gov8rn.~ntn end on other date8.

August 1952.
iJEV l'E:"!::1 accompanfed , of' eour se, by an increase
in popul.atdon 8Ld a sJrarp rise in the scale of
the Nation's economy in terms of such measures
as national income and gross national product.2
These changes lnay be summarized for convenient
reference as foll~s:

Item I 1951 19S1 j946 I 1!»2

,\ !Feder81-Stat~Joc81 I
t~x revpnue* ••••••.•.•••• $ 63.0 * 51.0 $ 46.1

1

$20.8
Popul at.t on including armed I __..

forces overseas$" ••••••• '1154.4 It'l.l ••u.41
1

134.8
N8~1t)n.l1 jncl)mpt. ... ~....... 277.6234.2 l.8O.3 .137.1
~ross nation'" pr('lduct.U• 329.2,284.2 211.1 i 161.R
*F1scal year: inbll1i('IJ1s. ·.'\s of July 1; In mllJ1ons.

*~~Calundar year; 1~ ~!11!oftS.

.~ter having risen rapidly to a World War
II peaR of $40.9 billion L~1945, annual fe1er-
al tax revenue ranged between $35.1 and $37.$
billion in the next 5 years. The 31 percent
increase from 1950 to 1951 brought Federal
taxes to a new record level approaching 4 times
the 1942 amount of $12.3 billion.

Most of the past decade's dpubling in State-
and-local tax l'e'lenUeresults from increases of
the past five years. Altogether, between 1942
and 1951, annual Statp. tax collections rose
from $3.9 to $8.9 billion, or 129 percent.
Local tax J~elds increased during the same pe-
riod from $4.6 to $8.6 billion, or 86 percent.

r~neral revenue of all public units com-
b Ined in 1951 vas up $14.2 billion, or 24.3
percent., from the j.950 amount. This resulted
('hieC.y fron::the rise in Federal gener-at reve-
nue cf $12.2 billion, ar 0v~r 30 percent. To-
tal State and local general revenue was up $2.0
billion or 9.9 percent.

2Sel' Survey" ~ ~t ~!i§, July 1952.
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