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Total taxes in the United States amounted

to approximately $63.6 billion in the 1951 fis-
cal year,l or $412 per capd.ta, The Federal Gov-
ernceni"collected $46 ~il1ion or 72 percent of
this total.· State tax revenue amounted to $3.9
billion, and local taxes totalled $8.6 billion.

General revenue of all governments from
nontax sources amounted to$9.1 billion in 1951.
Gross ~stal revenues and proceeds from Eales
by the Commodity Credit Corporation and other
Federal Government business enterprises fall in
this class 0 .e.

In addi ion to era! revenue. governments
received $7.8 billion in contributions an:l in-
vestment earnings for cia! Insurance and $2.8
billion as sales r-evenue f State liquor stor-es
and local publig wa ter, electric, gas, and
transit utilities.

Altogether, therefore. total governmental
revenue in 1951 amounted to $83.3 billion or
$539 per capita. This is & net total excluding
intergovernmental revenue, Revenue totals
shawn in this report for particular levels end
types of governm~ts include any amounto of
revenue received by theDl from other levels or
types of governments, but duplicating amounts
of intergovernmental revenue are netted 01.:tcr
aggregates covering several types or levels of
governments.

Rl'CENT ~ TRENDS

Tax. re renue of all governments
times as great in 1951 as in 1942.

war:
This

three
trend

l~eyenue data 3re for fiscal years of the v&rlous
goverJlllent" ended 1IUhin tho Bl'eeifi ..d calendar yell,.,
with aiMr e""t'eptioIl8. Fiscal yeara of' the Federlll Oov-
ernAent and of Moat SLftt~l6nd local gove~nt8.end on
June 00. FIscal years or '" few sutes Ilnd of nuaerous
loc.' gov8rn.~ntn end on other date8.

August 1952.
iJEV l'E:"!::1 accompanfed , of' eour se, by an increase
in popul.atdon 8Ld a sJrarp rise in the scale of
the Nation's economy in terms of such measures
as national income and gross national product.2
These changes lnay be summarized for convenient
reference as foll~s:

Item I 1951 19S1 j946 I 1!»2

,\ !Feder81-Stat~Joc81 I
t~x revpnue* ••••••.•.•••• $ 63.0 * 51.0 $ 46.1

1

$20.8
Popul at.t on including armed I __..

forces overseas$" ••••••• '1154.4 It'l.l ••u.41
1

134.8
N8~1t)n.l1 jncl)mpt. ... ~....... 277.6234.2 l.8O.3 .137.1
~ross nation'" pr('lduct.U• 329.2,284.2 211.1 i 161.R
*F1scal year: inbll1i('IJ1s. ·.'\s of July 1; In mllJ1ons.

*~~Calundar year; 1~ ~!11!oftS.

.~ter having risen rapidly to a World War
II peaR of $40.9 billion L~1945, annual fe1er-
al tax revenue ranged between $35.1 and $37.$
billion in the next 5 years. The 31 percent
increase from 1950 to 1951 brought Federal
taxes to a new record level approaching 4 times
the 1942 amount of $12.3 billion.

Most of the past decade's dpubling in State-
and-local tax l'e'lenUeresults from increases of
the past five years. Altogether, between 1942
and 1951, annual Statp. tax collections rose
from $3.9 to $8.9 billion, or 129 percent.
Local tax J~elds increased during the same pe-
riod from $4.6 to $8.6 billion, or 86 percent.

r~neral revenue of all public units com-
b Ined in 1951 vas up $14.2 billion, or 24.3
percent., from the j.950 amount. This resulted
('hieC.y fron::the rise in Federal gener-at reve-
nue cf $12.2 billion, ar 0v~r 30 percent. To-
tal State and local general revenue was up $2.0
billion or 9.9 percent.

2Sel' Survey" ~ ~t ~!i§, July 1952.
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2 GOVERNMENTAL FINANCES IN THE UNITED STATES: 1951
IJ

All major tax sources contributed to the
1950-1951 rise in revenue at each of the three
levels of government. Most ·of the $12.6 bil-
lion increase in tax revenue 1 however, came
from a $9.7 billion rise in collections of
Federal income taxes from individuals and corpo-
rations. Sales taxes and customs receipts con-
'tributed $2.0 billion to the tax increase, and
property taxes $0.6 billion.

A 10.3 percent rise in tax collections pro-
vided more than three-fourths of the additional
amount of State and local general revenue in
1951 as compared with 1950. A relatively small
increase, 3.6 percent, occurred in State and
local revenue from the Federal Government, but
charges and miscellaneous nontax revenue of
State and local governments increased 12.8 per-
cent.

The 1950-51 increase in State tax collec-

~

on ~sulted mainly from Increased yields
S~te taxes on sales and gross receipts.

A sizable increase occurred also, however, in
th eld from State income taxes.

J General revenue of local governments a-
mounted to $14.9 billion in 1951, up 8 percent
from 1950. About $0.6 billion 'Of the increase
was contributed by local tax yields--almost en-
tirely from property taxes. Local revenue from
State and Federal governments was up nearly
$0.2 billion or 4 percent. Charges and miscel-
laneoUS general revenue rose relatively faster
than either local taxes or revenue from other
governments, increasing almOst $0.3 billion
between 1950 and 1951, or 17 percent.

All types of local government shared in the
1950-1951 rise in general revenue. The largest
increase, almost $0.5 billion, or 9 percent,
applied to city governments. SchOOl district

FIG.2- TAX REVENUE,
BY TYPE OF TAX' 1945 TO 1951
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revenue increased $0.3 billion and county reve-(~
nue by a similar amount.

Summary revenue statistics for the Federal
Government, States, and local governments ap-
pear in table 1. Historical data on tax reve-
nue~appear in table 2.

MAIN REVENUE SOURCES

Individual income taxes provided 27 percent
of all governmental revenue in 1951, yielding
$22.6 billion or $146 per capita. Individual
income taxes accounted for 38 percent of Feder-
al revenue, but for only 5 percent of State
revenue and less than one-half of one percent
of local revenue. Corporation Lnccme " taxes
(also important mainly at the Federal level)
provided 18 percent of all governmental revenue
in 1951. The same proportion a( the total was
supplied by sales and gross receipts taxes, in-
cluding Federal customs. States received $5.3
billion, or one-third of all their revenue from
such taxes in 1951. The Federal Government
collected $9.1 billion in excises and customs,
or 16 perc~nt .of all its revenue. Local gov-
ernments collected only relatively minor amounts
(less than 4 percent of all their revenue)
thrdugh income or sales and gross receipts
taxes, in 1951.Property taxation accounts for only 10 per-
cent of total governmental revenue and only 2
percent of State revenue. However, it continues
as a principal support of local governments,
supplying 44 percent of local government reve-
nue/in 1951.Charges for services and miscellaneous gen-
eral revenue sources supply a significant por-
tion of total gov.ernmental revenue, 11 percent
in 1951. For the Federal Government, this cat-
egory includes postal revenues, sales revenue
of the Commodity Credit Corporation and other
Federal corporatiOns engaged in commodity re-
sale activities, interest on Federal Government
loans, and other significant revenue items.
Local governments receive revenue under this
heading from hospital charge-s, sewerage rental
and service charges, local housing authority
rentals, special assessments for improvements,
and the like. State governments derive sub-
stantial revenues of this kind from tuition,
fees, and commercial activitie§ of institutions
of higher education, ~arnings on State proper-
ties and invest~ents, and State hospital
charges.Intergovernmental revenue is nominal as far
as -the Federal Government is concerned and bal-
ances out in the overall picture of government-
al resources. HOwever, it represents one-sixth
of State revenue, and more than one-fourth
of local governments' total revenue from all
sources. In 1951 about $2.4 billion £lOlled 1'ron\
the Federal Government to State and local gov-
ernments in fiscal aid and reimbursements for
services. The States passed on some of these
funds plUS large amounts fro:m ~tate sources to
their local governments. Local governments

•
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received $4.4 billion _ from the States in 1951.
In the other direction, States received almost
$150 million from their local governments. In-
ter-lOCal government revenue flows, including
some $131 million in inter-school district
transactions, totaled $365 million in 1951.

Gross revenue from liquor stores operated by ,
16 States brought in approximately 6 percent of
all State revenue in 1951. These re~enues are
offset in large part by the cost of liquor pur-
~hased for resale and operating expenses for
l~quor stores. However, the approximately $900
million collected by States fran sales of liquor
in 1951 exceeded by about $175 million related
costs of goods sold'and operating expenses of
the liquor systems during that year.

Gross revenu.of local utilities made up 11
percent of local gove~nt revenue in 1951.
As in the case of State lIquor stores, howev~
substantially equivalent amounts are generall~
devoted to financ,ing utility operations, with
only any net revenue sutplus available for
other local purposes.

Ins~ance trust revenue, consisting of co~-
tributions and earnings on investments for
social insurance funds accounted for 9 perceht
of total governmental revenue, 9 percent of
Federal revenue, 15 percent of State revenue
~d~ percent of local revenue in 1951. Federal
~r:suran7e programs include th~ Old-age and sur-
".,~ '[O.:'S ansurance program, veterans life insur-
ance, civil service retirement railroad re-
tirement,and other smaller ins~ance programs.
State activities include State unemployment
compensation, em~oyee retirement workmen's
compensation, and other programs. ~cal govern-
ment programs are limited to locally adminis-
tered employee retirement systems.

The distribut:; of revepue of each govern-
men~ level by maJ source is shown in table 3..

THE ~ SHARE OF EACH GOVERNMENT LEVEL
The presentation of revenue and expenditure

data is complicated by transfers of funds aocong
governments. B;,: far the largest sums thus
handled involve Federal payments to State Gov-
ernments (including amounts subsequently appor-
tioned to local gover~~ents), and State pay-

ents to local governments. In addition re-
Lat.Lve Ly small amounts are paid by't!1e Federal
Governmert direct to local governments and by
local governments to other local governments
and to State~. As indicated on page 1, aggre-
gates in th~s report omit, to avoid multiple
counting, the amounts of transfers among the
levels of governments included in the aggregate
concerned.

However, data above and in tables 1 to 3
include, as revenue of par~i9levelS and
types of government, sums received rom other
levels or types of government. '

The share of a valid net of "govern-
mental revenue which is attributable to each
major level of government--Federal, State, and
local--depends on the way in which intergovern-
mental transfers are interpreted •. Each share
may be measured "before transfers" or "after
transfers." The former type of treatment merely
involves, for each level, the exclusion of any
amounts received from other governments. The
result is a figure as to revenue "from own
sources." By the other method of treatment,
amounts received from other governments are in-
cluded, but amounts ~ paiti are deducted, thus
providing' a figure as to revenue available "for

FIG.3-TAX BYREVENUE,
TOTAL TAXES
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4 GOVERNMENTAL FiNANCES IN THE UNITED STATES: 1951

"'"\
CNn ~ses." The results of such al.ternative
treatment of Federal., State, and local. reve-
nue in 1951 and 1950 are set forth in table 4.:3

CHANGFS IN DATA CLASSIFICATION
AND PRESENTATION

The classification structure appfied in
Census reporting on governmental. finances has
been extensively revised, effective with reports
of fiscal. year 1951 data. The new structure is
refiected in this report only to the extent
that it relates to the summary revenue cate-
gories used herein.

Definitions of concepts and terms used in
this report are presented on page 11. ,Compara-
tive 1950 data on a revised basis are presented

.for "general. r.venue" in tables 1 and 4.
Revised tax revenue data for earlier years
are presented in table 2. Following is a swn-
mary e~anation of classification changes af-
fecting data presented in this report.

Scope and nature of revenue amounts.--Un-
like previous Census reporting of governmental.
revenue, the present classIfication of revenue
provides totals of all governmental. revenue
from the public. In the previous classifica-
tion system, four distinctive and nonadditive
segments of government were recognized--general
government, enterprises, sinking funds, and
tr.ust i'unds. However, only general. government.... ,."..

3principally because the g~?1i'r ental units Involved~
do not have identical tiscal-year eriods, total llJDOunts,

tor all govern-ents together, ceived and paid are not
absolutel) the sa-e, so that the Federal-State-local ag-
gregate of revenue "froa own source~" differs fro. that
ot revenue " for own purposes" in the respective years.

F.IG.4-EFFEClS OF INTERGOVERN-
MENTAL TRANSACTIONS ON STATE

AND LOCAL GENERAL REVENUE: 1951

:(r~=tnFor 0f<II
p Purposes
J::rcu:'i :

Paid to other_16trove""'!r:!~s')-r
I I

r----,
-I ,--
I I
I • I
I Paid. to local
I Eovenuunts
I .J
I .kJ

-I --

If)
a:
""-'
8

-IL-8 0
If)
zo
-'-'
<D

::I
co

o
STATEGENERAl REVENUE

LOCAL 0
GENERAl REVENUE

revenue was covered by Census reports on gov-
ernmental revenv~.

The present classification system covers
three additive segments or governmental revenue-«
general. reven~, utility and liquor, store reve-
nue, and insurance trust revenue--which exclude

iinter-segment transfers and can be aggregated
to provide a~otal of governmental revenue from
the public.

Recent detailed analysis of governmental.
structure throughout the Nation has led to
changes in Census classification of certain in-
dividual governmental establishments. Some
governmental entities formerly classified i
independent special districts are now classifi
as agencies of States, cities,countie~or town
ships. Some agenCies formerly classified as de-
pendent on State, city, or county governments
have been reclassified as independent units.
These changes do not affect the total volume of
governmental revenue but rather involve shifting
of revenue for the entiti~ concerned from one
to another class of local tovernments.

Major statistical effects.--As indicated a-
bove, data are here presented f~ two newly de-
fined major segments of governm~tal revenue--
utility and liquor stores revenue and insurance
trust revenue--and for comprehensive aggregates
not available from previous Census publications.
The definitions on page 11 indicate the nature
of these new categories •
•. ,Following is'a summary indication of how
"general revenue" amounts are material.ly affect-

.ed by the change from the fOrIllerto the present
cl~ssification system. ,

General revenue.--See changes below as to
"ta,xes," "intergovernmental revenue," and
"charges and miscellaneous" revenue.

Taxes.--Receipts from social insurance
"taxes," formerly included here,are now classi-
fied as insurance trust revenue.

Intergovernmental revenue.--Greater than
the former category of "aid from other goyerI}-

I""..""....srts" by amounts received by. States from Fed-
e al government for redistribution to local

vernments with little or no State~i retion~
d amounts Eeived by State or loc govern-

ments from ot er governments as contr ctual re-
imbursements f services rendered ot govern-
ments (former~ "charges and miscellaneous"
general revenue ~

Charges and Mscellaneous general. revenue.-
Increased by inclusion of all extra-govern-
mental revenue of public trust funds (other
than insurance trust funds), earnings on sinking
fund investment~and revenue of public agencies
formerly classified as enterprises (e.g., Fed-
eral corporations, public toll higbway agenCies,
public. housing authorities, publiC port and
terminal fgcilities); and by inclusion ot gross
operat!ni revenue (ra~er than only any net
amounts) for institutional. and ot~er auxiliary
commercial activities.' Reduced by exclusion of
intergove~ental receipts for eontractual ser-
vices and of amounts formerly reported as "con-
tributions from enterprises."

~'!
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SOURCES AND METHODS

Federal Government statistics.--Federal
revenue data in this report have been derived
from The ~dget of the United States Government
and from :theAnnual Report of the Commissioner
of Internal Revenue.

In order to arrive at Federal revenue data
substantially comparable with State and local.
data and to present generally consistent Fed-
eral-State-local aggregates, it has been neces-
sary to reclassify Federal data appearing in

the source documents in accordance with the de-
finitions and concepts applied in classifying
State and local. data. This involves such ad-
jus~nts as deducting from gross tax revenues
the amount of tax refunds, incorporating reve-
nue of Federal. Government· business enterprises,
eliminating nonr~venue receipts, and the like
in accordance with concepts and definitions
described on page 11 of this report. The rec-
onciliation.statem~nt presented below shows how
the total Federal revenue figure for 1951 pre-
sented in this report was obtained.

RECONCILATION OF FEDERAL GOVERNMENT RECEIPTS FOR FISCAL 1951 ACCORDING TO U. S. BUDGET·
WITH TOTAL F~RAL REVENUE FOR 1951 AS CLASSIFIED FOR THIS REPORT

(In mill ions)

Total Budget Receipts (page 1164) •••••••••• $48,143
Deduct:

(1) Receipts from business enterprises
and revolving funds inclUded in total
budget receipts (i.e., amounts shown in
sta~ements of sources and disposition of
funds in part II and Part III 88 paid to
other Federal agencies under "FUnds ap-
plied to operations"--principally inter-
est on borrowings from treasury) ••••••••
(2) Realization upon loans ~d invest-
ments (page 1163) •••••••••••••••••••••••
(3) Recoveries of excess profits and
costs (page 1163) ••••••••••••••••••••••••
(4) Recoveries under defense aid pro-

gr/IJII(page 1163) ••••••••••••••••••••••••
~~) Miscellaneous recoveries and re-

4'unds (p6ge 1164) •••••••••••••••••••••••
(6) Adjustments to daily Treasury state-

ment basis (pages 1161 to 1164) •••••••••
(7) Employment taxes P~id by Federal
agencies (special tabulation by Bu~eau ,
of the Budget) •••••••••••••••••••••••.•••
(8) Seignorage and colnage receipts
(page 1162)............................. 44

Total deductions................... 583
Budget receipts inc~uded in total Federal revenue' $47,560

119

234

107

Appropriation to Federal old-age and survivors
insurance trust fund (deducted in arriving at
"budget receipts") (page 1164) ••••••••••••••••••

Trust fund receipts (pages 1040-1(43):
Total ••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••
Less transf~rs·from general and special
accounts or other trust funds:r

~ivil service retirement and disabil-
ity funds ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Railroad retirement account ••••••••••••
Government life insurance fund •••••••••
National serVice life insurance fun4 •••
Deposi ts, war claims fund ••••••••••••••
Federal old-age and survivors insur-
ance trus t fund:

Reimbursement for veterans' benefits.
Appropriation from general account
receipts .

Railroad unemployment insurance account
Less receipts as agent of State or lo~
governments:

Assets of State rural rehabilitation
corporations •••••••••••••••••• " •••••••

$7,796

·305
608

3,119
15

32

14

26

7

1.
43
110

4

3,120

Trust fund receipts (Cont)
State rural rehabilitation funds, new
agre8llents••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $
Unemployment trust fund:

Deposits by States •••••••••••••••••••
Interest on investments ••••••••••••••

District of Colu.bia revenues ••••••••••
Less adjust.ents to daily treasury state-
ment basis and incl'ement from reduction
in weight of the gold dollar ••••••••••••• ~

Total deductions ••••• ,•••••••••••••• $~,925
Trust fund receipts included in total Federal
revenue •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $

2

1,363
164
135

1,871

Reimbursements of appropriations from non-Federal
sources (excluding nonrevenue receipts and reim-
bursements trom trust funds) as shown in detail
of "a.ounts available for obligation" for each
appropriation in Part II of U. S. Budget ••••••••• IJ6

Business enterprise and rev,lving fund ~evenues
from sources external to the Federal Government,
computed as followg: •
Source ~

Statements of sources and application of funds
~ appearing for business enterprises and revolv-

ing funds in Part II and Part III of the U. S.
Budget

Inclusions
(1) Inco.e from sources external to the F8d-
eral Government
(2) Recetpts frOll reali zation of physical as-
sets from sources external to the Federal
Govern.ent

Exclusions
(1) Funds provided by financiD! opefations
(2) Funds provided by liquidation of f!!!!!!!=
cal investments
~ Adjustments of pri~r year's income
(4) Funds provided by sales to or serv1e es
furnished other Federal agenciss to the extent
ideutifiable or reasonably assumed to be trom
such sources, (e.g., usually all receipts of
working funds or supply funds established to
render business-type services to the various
units of a Federal agency)

Business ente~rise and revolving fund revenues
included in total Federal revenue ••••••••••••• ••• 4,879

•The Budget of the United States Govern.ent
,,4, ~"P":ilI ... Ii ~

Total Federal revenue as classified for this
13 report ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $57, 568
tor the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1953; page references in the tab-

_ u1
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\

State sove~t statistics.--8tate revenue
<lata are 1'rom the Census Bureau report, Compen-
dium of State Government Finances in 1951.
-----iOC8IiiOVernment statistics.--LOcal govern-
ment reVenue statistics presented herein are
e~t1mates, except as to school districts, based
on a sample of approximately 1,500 nonschool
local governments. Data for cities having more
than 250,000 inhabitants, all of which are in-
cluded in the sample group, were obtained by
compilation of data by Census Bureau representa-
tives from official records and reports of the
cities. Data for other local governments were
obtained by mail 'questionnaire. The sample of
local governments used in estimating local gov-
ernment revenue is stratified by type of govern-
ment and population size. Sample units were
selected on a. r~om basis. The sample design
provides for complete coverage oE cities and
counties having more than 250,ood inhabitants
and of townships and special districts having
annual general revenue or indebtedness of more
than "$1 million. For thes'e clif~ses of g~vern-
ment, only minor estimation ~ required as to
missing i tams.

For c~ties having 25~000 to 250,000 1I)hab-
itants, eStimates of 1951 revenue were made by
applying rati~s of 1950 general revenue to 1951
total revenue~r sample cities to 1950 base
period figures for all cities in the group.
Similarly, county revenue estimates for counties
having less than 250,000 inhabitants were made
by relating 1951 figures.for sample counties to
a 1946 general revenue base for all counties;
and revegue estimates for cities having 2,500
to 25,000 inh8bitants'wer~based on ratios of
1951 revenue to 1942 general revenue.

Estimates for the smaller special districts
and ~hip~ and fo~ cities having less than·2,500 1nhabitRnts were made on the basis of
ayerages for each type of goyernment, computed
from reports bf sample units. \
. Statistics of school-district revenue in
1951 are 1'rom • information obtained from State
education officials based on the regular annual
financial reports they receive from all local

"schoo1 districts. Only in minor instances was
it necessary to estimate 1951 revenue data for
school districts. -

Factors affect!ng estimates.--The estimates
presented in this report based' on sample data
,are subject to sampling variation that may

cause them ~o differ somewhat from :he results
that would have been obtained from a complete
canvass'of all units. Estimated total State
and local gove~t revenue is subject to a
relative sampling error of approximately 0.5
percent and the estimate of local government
revenue to a relative sampling errOr of approx-
imately 0.9 percent.4 Estimates for separate
categories of revenue are likely to have a
higher relative sampling variation.; Similarly,
estimates with respect to particul8l' types of
local government are subject to somewhat greater
sampling variation than the esttmated aggre-
gates for all local governments.
l In addition to the effects of sampling var-
!ation, the estimates may be affected by the
failure of some governmental units to report.
Such npnresponse may introduce a bias into the
estimates because of possible selectivity in
the reporting governments. Intensive e£forts
have been made to reduce the possible effects
of such bias by concentrating on obtain,ing re-
ports from all units in the sample, particularly
the large ones. However, no effort haS been
made"to measure or adjust- for any possible bias
due to nonresponse. For the 1951 revenue sur-
vey reports were received' from )..,462 out of
.1,575, or 93 percent of the sample units can-
vassed for data. '

Both the estimates and the completely're-
ported data are affected by the quality of the
basic reports of, revenue received from the gov-
ernmental officials themselves. Explicit def-
in!tions and instruetions ~ to officials, inten-
sive examination of reported data and compari-
son with other sources,and supplementary corre-
spondence with reporting officials .are used to
promote completeness and uniformity of report-
ing.
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Table 1.--FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL IREVENUE, BY TYPE AND SOURCE: 19SJi AND 1950 ..
", State and local.

t

Item - Total.1 Federal.2 Local.3
,

Total.1 State School Special..
~ Total1 County City TO\iIl- dis- dis-

I ,J ship trict' tript

Total.rl~..,.:.............. 1951 AMOUNTS rn MILLIONS \
-

$83,273 $:;'7,566 ~28,083 h5,574 h7,066 $3,676 $7,594 $715 $4,546 $769
General. revenue, total .................. 72,643 52,254 22,764 12,406 14,915 3,622 5/834 6'n 4,~ 471. •Taxes, total....... ~ ................. 63,586 46,O~ 17,555 8,934 8,62l 1,809 3,867 480 2,316 148

IndiVidual incOl!le................. 22,569 21,696 873 eo, 68 ...... GB ..... ...... .......
Corpo1'ation incOl!le•••••••••••••••• 14,795 14,101 694 ' 6P/l 7 ...... 7 ..... ...... .......
Sal.es, gross receipts, and customs 14,938 9,117 ~:~ ~,270 551 21 525 5 ;2;3i6 .......
Property ......... <i> ••••••• ; •••••••• 7,926 ....... 346 7,580 1,726 2,938 454 l48
Death and gift .................... , 906 708 199 '"196 3 '''763 3 "72i ...... ..,....
Licenses, permits, and other ...... 2,4:;0 6409 ~,04l 1,631 7410 7326 ....... ....~..,

Charges and miscellaneous •••••••••••• 9057' 86,222'- 2.~5 964 1,871 3'n 878 32 716 308
Intergovernmental r~venua •••••••••••• . ' 2,375 2,508 4,424 1,436 1,088 165 1,954 15....... '........

Utility and liquor store revenue •••••••• 2,844 ....... 2,644 914 1,930 27 1,573 36 ...... 294
Insurance~trust revenue, unal .......... 7,787 1312 2,4751 2~254 221 V 187 l- ...... 4

Employe!: retirement .••••••••••••••••• 1,271 543 728

1

513 216 V 182 3 ...... 4
Unemployment compensation •••••••••••• 1,498 1°10 1,489 1,483 5 ...... 5 ..... ...... .. ............
Other ................................ 5,017 114,760 258 258 •••••• 11 ....... ....... ..... ...... .......

19:;0 AMOUNTS IN MIU.IONS (REVISED)12
General revenue, total ••• ,•••'••••••••••• $58,454 $40,0271 $20,720 ~1l,264 $1,),827 $3,316 $5,341 $604 $4,199 ~32

Taxes, to"tal................... ,.. :;0,967 35'053

1

15'914 , 7,930 7,984 1,678 3,616 414 2,136 11.0
Individual income ................. 16,472 15,684 788 724 64 ...... 64 ..... ...... .......
Corporation income ................ ll,043 10,450 593' 586 7 ........ 7 ..... .......... ...... .,
Sal.es, gross receipts, and customs 12,986 • 7,832 5,154 4,670 484 19 458 7, ;2;i36 .......
Property •••••• :••••••••••••••••••• 7,349 ............ 7,349 107 7,042, 1,600 2,777 389 140
Death and gift .................... 870 698 172 168 4 "'760 4 "7is ...... .......
Licenses, permits, and other ••••••• 2,247 3S? 1,858 \1,475 73S3 73~5 ...... .......

Charges and m1scell~ous •••••••••••• 7,487 4,974 2,513 9ll 1,602 334 ' 694 39' 255 2eo
Intergovernme~al reven~e •••••••••••• ....... ....... 2,293 2,423 4,241 l;~ 1,031 151 ~,eo8 12

.., PERCENT CHANGE, 1950 TO 195i ex.
General revenue, total .................. 24.3 30,5 9.9 10.1 7.9 9.2 9.2 12.1 ,)'·W 9.0

1

Taxes .............. :................. 24.8 31.3 10.3 12.7 8.0 'f.8 6.9 15.9 8.4 5.7
Property taxes only ........... :... 7.9 ....... 7.9 12.7 7.6 7.9. 5.8 16.7 8.4 5.7

Charges and miSCellane~ ••.'......... 21.0 2~.\ 12.8 5.S 16.8 12.9 26.5 -17.9 8.2 "'lO.p
Intp.rgovernm~ntal l"ev~n ...,":" ............~ ....... 3.6 3.5 4.3 10.1 5.5 9.3 8.1 25.0

.. - , - ,
I . ~ . -

NOTE: detail noes n~t al~~s add.to totals.
.

1 Because of rounding, . ,I ,

{'

Excludes duplicating intergovernmental revenue: Federal..oState-local.tofals include no intergovernmental re~ue, State-
locaJ totals include only intergovernmental revenue from the Federal Government; local totals include ampunts fromptates and
t'1eFederal Government but exclude r-evenue from other local. governaenta, '

2For sources and explanation of derivation see page 5.
3Est1ruated data; see page 6. •
4Compri ses only unt ts cf school adminisu-a tion that are independent units of local. government and not school ij(Stems

operated as segments of Sta~, county, city, or townsblp governments.
5!ncluaes unsegregable amount from othe~ taxes.
6Includes 0231 million for Federal unemployment tax act receipts.
'Except for cities having more than 250,000 inhabitants, any amounts from income and death and gift taxes are classified as

"licenses, permits, and ~ther" taxes. •
SIncl~des $2,511 million from sale of commodities purchased for resale and $1,777 million from postal revenue •
9Includes ¢165 million from interest on investments (Federal Government obligations) held by retirement funds as well as

employee contributions received b~' these funds. •
10Recaipts upder railroad unemployment insurance act.
llInclude5 .$563 million from interest on investments (Federal Government obligations) held by th'e old-ag~ and survivors in-

surance i\:nd, the railroad retirement funds, veterans life insurance f'unds, and miscellaneous insurance trust funds, as vell
as n,mfe'ieral employer and employee contrIbutions and premiums received by these f'unds. ott

12See text, page 4 for explanation of revision of 1950 general revenup data.. f
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Table 2'-'4.FEDERAL,STATE, AND LOCAL TAX REVENl}E, BY TXPE: 1951. AND PRIOR lXARS
- - ~-- -- - - _. --- -- -

. Sales, Licenses,
Individual Corpo- gross Death permits,Ite:n - Total1 ration receipts, Property andincome .

and• income:l and gift other. customs

AMOUNTS IN MILLIONS , t
~~:
19S1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $63,586 $22,569 $14,795 $14,938 F,925 '906 $2,4501950 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 50,967 16,472 11,043 12,986 7,349 8'7Cl. 2,247
1949 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 50,358 16,105 11,844 :12,596 6,842 959 2,012
1948 •••••••••••••••••••••••• T••••••••• 51,123 19,~ 10,273 12,106 6,128 1,074 1,779
1947 •••••••••••••••••••••• :•••••••••••

~ I---
46,642" 18,257 9,059 11,3:1,4 5,507 936 1,569

1946 •••••••••••••••••••••••• '"........ 46,128 16,399 12,225 9,828 4,990 810 1,878
1945 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 50,075 18,726 3.5,547 8,454 4,802 770 1,776
1942 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ,•• 20,797 3,527 4,998 5,687 4,544 532 1,509
Fedaral:

1951 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 46,031 21,696 14,101 9,117 .......... '108 409
1950 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 35,053 3.5,684 10,450 ,7,832 .......... 698 389

_ 1949 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 35,568 3.5,461 11,196 7,780 .......•.. 780 351
1948 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 37,792 19,219 9,681 7,661 ........... 890 341
1947 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 35,088 17,802 8,602 7,593 ...•.•••.. 7?0 321
1946 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 36,037 3.5,m 11,778 ll,838 .......... fl67 ~777
1945 ••4 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 40,882 18,344 15,089 6,020 .......... 636 793
1942 ••• ,••••••••••••• '" ••••••••••• 12,2?O 3,2Sl 4,726 3,334 .......... 419 540

\-State and l.ocal:
1951 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 17,555 873 694 5,821 7,926 199 2,041
1950 ............................... 3.5,914 788 593 5,154 '7,349 '172 '1,858
1949 ............................... 14,790 644 648 4,816 6,842 179 1,661
1948.................. ; •••••••••••• 13,331 543 591 4,-"5 6,128 l.84 1,43~'
1947 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 11,554 455 457 3,'721 5,507 167 1,248
1946 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 10,091 422 447 2,990 4,990 143 1,101
1945 ........................... ,••• 9,193 383 458 2,434 4,802 l.34 983
1942 •• :•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8,527 276 272 2,353 4,544 113 969~
State: ,11

195).•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 8,934 805 687 5,2'10 346 196 1,631
1950 ............................ ,7,930 'w. 586 4,6'10 '307 '1.68 '1,475
1949 ............ :................ 7,376 593 641 , 4,365 276 176 1,325

'1948•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6,732 .q 499 585 4,045 279 180 1,143
1947 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I 5,721 418 451 ,3,43.5 261 165 1,011 .1946 ............................ 4,934 389 442 2,806 253 142 902
1945 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 4,307 357 453 2,278 276 132 8U
1942 .................... :....... 3,903 249 269 2,220 271 1.12 781

lccal:4
1951 ............................ "S,621 68 7 551 7,580 3 4l.O
1950 ............................ 7,984 64 7 484 '7,042 4 383
1:949............................ 7,414 51 7 451, 6,566 3 336
1948 ............................ 6,599 44 7 400 5,850 3 295
1947 ............................ "'5,833 37 6 306 5,246 1 237
1946 ............................ 5,157 33 5 183 4,737 1 198
194§ ............................ 4,886 26 5 3.56 4,526 1 172
1942 .......... : ................. 4,624 27 3 133 4,273 1 188,

5ae footnotes at end of table. .....
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t Table 2. --FEDERAL, ~TATE, AND LOCAL TAX REVENUE, BY TYPE: 1951 AND PRIOR YlWlS--Continued-~

I , Sales, Licenses,Individual Corpo- gross Delttbhem Total1 ration receipts, Property and ' permits,income income2 and gift and
ptoms ,J. other

. .
~ PERCENT CHANGE FROM 1950 TO 1951

Total ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• '••••••••• 24.8 37.0 34.0 15.0 7.9 4.1 9.0ederal •••••••••• "'................... 31.3 38.3 34.9 16.4 ........... 1.4 5.1State and local ................ , ...... 10.3 . 10.8 17.0 12.9 7.9 15.7 9.8State ................... ,,.........., 12.7 11.2 17.2 12.8 12.7 16.7 10.6Local .............................. 8.0 6.3 00.t) 13.8 7.6 -25.0 7.0
PERCENT CHANGE FRCt1 1942 TO 1951

TotaL ................................... 205.7 539.9 196.0 162.7 74.4 '10.3 6214FederaL .............................. 275.2 567.4 198.4 173.5 .......... 69.0 -24.3State and local ••1•••••••••••••••••••• 105.9 216,3 155.1 147.4 74.4 76.1 110.6State: .... :........................ 128.9 223.3 155.4 137.4 . 27.7 75.0 108.8Locaj , •••••••••••••• : .............. 86.4 151.9 133.3 314.3 77.4 200.0 118.1

) PER CAPITA, 1951'
Total •••••••• ,••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $411.95. $146.22 $'l5.85 $96.78 $51.35 $5.87- $15.87Federal •••• :••••••••• '.'•••••• ,••••••••• 298.22 140.56 91.36 59.07 .......... '}.~ 2.65State and local ....................... 113.73 5.66 4,50 37.71 51.35 13.22State •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 57.88 5.22 4.45 34.14 2.24 .27 10.57LOcal .............................. 55.85 .44 .05 3.57 49.11 .02 2.66.

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION, By LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT, 1951
Total .................................... 100.0 1GO.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0Federal ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 72.4 96.1 95.3 61.0 .......... 78.1 16.7S tate and local ••••••••••••••••••••••• 27.6 3.9 4.7 39.0 100.0 22.0 83.3State .............................. 14.1 3.6 4.6 35.3 4.4 21.6 66.6Local .............................. 13.6 .3 (6) 3.7 95.6 .3 16.7

~NOTE: Because of rounding, detail does not always add to totals.
Data revised to exclude employer and employee contribution~ for social insurance except Federal unemployment Compensation

tax2act receipts which have been ino1uded in Federal "licenses, permits, and other taxes".
Federal WIIOunts include excess profits ta1:, as well as nprmal tax and surtax, and for years prior to 1948 include unjustenrichment tax.

3Revised.
4Estimate~ data; see page 6.
'Based on estimated July 1, ~951 population of continental United States, including armed forces overseas~6te6s than 1/10 of 1 percent.'

Table 3.--PERCENT DISTRIBU'IION OF FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT REVENUE, BY SOURCE: 1951

\. ,
Percent of total .evenue Percent of general revenue.

Item All State and local All State and lOCal
govern- Fe~ra1 govern- Federalments Tot~l Stat, Local ments Total State Local

Total revenue ..................... 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 xxx xxx xxx xxx xxxOr neral revenue, total .................... 87.2 90.8 81.1 79.7 87.4 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0.
Taxes ............ t .......... : .................... ~.................... 76.4 80.0 62.5 57.4 50.5 87.5 88.1 77.1 72.0 57.8Individual income ••••••••••••••••••• 27.1 37.7 3.1 5.2 .4 31.1 41.5 3.8 6.5 .5COl;porat,ipn income ••••••••••••• .,•••• 17.8 24.5 2.5 4.4 (1) 20.4 27.0 3.0 5.5 (1)Sales, gross receipts, and customs 17.9 15.8 20.7 -33.8 3.2 20.6 17.4 25.6 42.5 3.7Property •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 9.5 ....... 28.2 2.2 44.4 10.9 ....... 34.8 2.8 50.8Death and gift.~ .................... 1.1 1.2 ,7 1.3 (1) 1.2 1.4 .9 1.6 (1)Licenses, permits, and other ........ 2.9 .7 7.3 10.5 2.4 3.4- .8 9.0 13.1 2.7
Charges and miscellaneous •••••••••••••• 10.9 10.8 10.1 6.2 1l.0 12.5 11.9 12.5 7.8 12.5"lntergovernmenta1 revenue ••• ,•••••••••• ........ ....... 8.5 16.1 25.9 ....... ....... 10.4 20.2 29.7, .

ti1ityand liquor store revenue •••••••••• 3.4- xxx 10.1 5.9 11.3 xxx xxx xxx xxx xxxInsurance-trust~evenue •••••••• _ •••••••••• 9.4 9.2 8.8 14,5 1.3 xxx xxx xxx xxx xxx

, U

1L:68 than 1/10 of 1 peroent •

. 1'1
"

or - -
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.
,

II i .
State lind local.

Item Total. Federal.
Total State Looal.1

l

19S1: b AKl1lNTSIN MILLIONS

$72,643

I~
$20,390 49,898 $10;492

General reveDUe traa own eouroes •••••••••••••••••••••• • ...--- 2,!lCl8 4,789
Plus IotergovernDeDtal revenue ••••••••••• • •• ••••••••••• 7,29'1 7,29'1

79,940 ,254 27,687 ( l2,406 15,281
~ Gross geDe1'al. reYfII\WI........................ ••• 4,'102 514

~er.o.ental. expenditure •••••••••••••••••••• 7,fiY3 2,393 5,216
~ reYeDU8 tar awn purposes •••••••••••••••• 72,331 49,861 22,471 ~-... 7,?04 14,767

19!1Cl: (revised) '8,454
, 40,027 18,427 8,84J. 9,'86

General revenue traa own BOUl'Ce8 ....................... 4,424
Plus IntergOv~tal. reYeDUe ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6,847 ...•....... 6,847 2,423
~ Gross general reTCDQe ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 6',301 40,027 25,274 11,264 14,010

6,895 22,341 4,554 4,223 331
Intergovernmental. expenditure •••••••••••••••••••• 13,679

~ General revemJe tar OlIn purpo .. e •••••••••••••••• 58,406 37,686 20,720 7,041
J PERCENTDISTRIBUTICIfBY LEVELOF CIOVlIlNHENT~

General revenue £rom own llOUl'Qes: 100.0 71.9 28.1 13.6 14.4
19S1 .................................................... 100.0 68 •.5 31 •.5 15.1 16.4
19!1Cl.......................... ••• .. •.. •.. •••••• .. ••••••

GeDeral revenue tor own purposes:
..lOO.O 68.9 . 31.1 " 10.7 20.4

19S1 •••••••••• •......•••• .. •.. •••••• .. •.. ••••• .... •••••• 100.0 64.' 3.5.5 l2.1 23.4
1950 .............................................. ~••••

tal IUIIOIII1ts or intergovernmental revenue
NOTE: Because of 1'CIIIDIl1lIg, detail. IIIQ' not add to totals. Differences between to d to

lind intergovernmental expenditure lind between revenue tram OlIn sources and revenue for awn purposes are primIIril.Y ue
variation in f'1scal yeare as between pqo:lJJg and rece1v1ng gOVtiliJllleDts.

lBstiated data; see page 6. ) 1mbur :t t: contract. research
ZIoc1udes gnnts ad_, and 101U111(except. 11Dited. Stat.ee 1!au§1ng Act. loans end re aemen s or t.s in IdDd and

tu1t.1aD of veterllllll' in Stata end local scllools. etc.; excludes dlstrlbut1aD of cOlllllOdities end ot.her ~
11Dited States Housing Act. loans.

I'

!

,
,

GOVERNMENTAL REVENUE IN 1951 11

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS

PrinCipal revenue concepts for the Census
Bureau's uniform classification of State and
local government finances, as applied to this
report, are defined 'below. Additional explana-
fions, especially as to changes in the Cenous
classification system, treatment of Federal.
revenue, and treatment of intergovernmental
transactions in presenting r~venue ~egates
for two or more levels o( government, are pro-
vided in the text and tables. Comprehensive
glos~es appear in the Census Bureau's annual
"Comperldium" reports on State and city govern-
ment finances.

CHARGES AND MISCELLANEOUS GENERAL REVENUE.--
All general revenue except from taxes and inter-
governmental revenue. Includes gross revenue
from 'sales of commodities or services by gov-
ernment enterprises other than State liquor
stores and local gpvernmentwater,gas,electric,
and transit utilities. ' •
, CORPORATION NET INCOME TAXES.--Taxes on net
income of corporations and unfncorporabed busi-
nesses (when taxed distinotivelyfromindividual
income). lncludes distinctivE'1lyimposed net in-
come taxes on special kinds of corporations
(e.g., financial institutions). For Federal
Government, includes excess profits ~axes as
well as corporation income taxes.

DEATH AND GIFT TAXES.--Taxes imposed on
transfer of property at death, in contemplation
of death, 9r as a gift. .

GENERAL REVENUE. --All gOVernm~al revenue
except utility and liquor store rev nue and in-
surance trust revenue. The basis or distinc-
tion is not the fund or administrative ~it re-
ceiving particular amounts, but rather the
nature of the revenue sources concerned.

INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAXES.--Tates on indivi-
duals measured by net inccom~ and "taxes distinc-
tively imposed on special types of income (e.g.,
interest, dividends, income from intangibles,
etc.).

INSURANCE TRUST REVENUE.--Revenue from con-
tributions required of employers and employees
or premiums for financing publicly operated
social insurance programs (e.g., old-age ana
survivors' insurance, veterans life insurance,
unemployment compensation, worlanen's compensa-
tion, employee retirement systems, etc.) and
earnings on 'assets held for such system1l. Ex.;
cludes any contributions by a government--ei ther
as employer contributions or for general finan-
cial support":-to a .socdaj insurance system it
administers. ~ote that tax proceeds, donations,

• and any forms of revenue other than those enu-
merated·above are classified as general revenue
rather than insurance trust revenua even though
such amounts may be received specifically for
insurance trust purposes.

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVENUE. -Amounts received
from other governments as fiscal aid or as re-

t imb~sement for performance of general govern-
me~ services for the paying g6vernment.-

Excludes any amounts received from other govern-
ments for sale of property, commodities, and
utillty services, and auy employer contribu-
tions from State or local governments for Fed-
eral or State-administered social insurance
systems covering State or local government em-
ployees. All ~tergovernmental revenue is
classified as general revenue. '

LIggOR STORES ~._-Amaunts received
from sale of liquo~tate retail liquor
stores and other revenues from State liquor
store operations. Excludes any State taxes
collected by Sta~e liquor monopoly systems.

PROPERTY TAXES.--Taxes conditioned on owner-
ship of property and measured by its value. In-
clbdeg general property taxes relating to prop-~y-d6 a whole, real and personal, tangible or
int~ble, whether taxed at a single rate or
at classified' rates, and taxes on selected
types of property, such as ~or vehicles or
certain or all intangibleR.
l REVENUE.--All 8.IOOlllltsof money received by
a government from external sources--net of re-
funds and other correcting transactions--other

~ from issue of debt, liquidation of invest-
ments, and as agency and private truSt trans-
actions. Note that revenue excludes noncash
transactions s~ch as receipt of services, com-
modities, or other "receipts in kind."

SALFS AND GROSS RECEIPTS TAXi!'S.--Taxes,in-
cluding "licenses" at more than nominal rates,
based on volume or value of transfers of goods
or services, upon gross receipts therefrom, or
upon gross income, and rel~ted taxes based upon
use, storage, production (other than severance
of natural resources), importation, or consump-
tion of goods. Dealer discounts or "commis-
sions" allowed to merchants for collection. of
taxes' from consumers are excluded.

TAXES.--Compulsory contributions exacted
py ~~ernment for public purposes, except
employee and employer assessments for r~-
tirement and social insurance purposes, which
are classified as insurance trust revenue. All
tax revenue is classified as gener~ revenue
and comprises amounts received (including in-
terest and penalties but excluding protested
amounts and refunds) from all taxes imposed
by a government.

UTILITY REVENUE.--Amounts received by local
governments from sale of water, electriC, gas,
and transit services by publicly operated util-
ities of these types. Does not include nono~
erating income of utili t!es or revenue of gov-
ernment enterprises not enumerated above. Rev-
enues from toll road facilities, housing proj-
ects, port and terminal facilities~ and other
local commercial~type activities not classified
as-utilities ~bove, and revenues pf Federal
Government corporations and State commercial-
type enterprises (except liquor ~tores) all
are ~lassified as general revenue from charges
and miscellaneous sources.


