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State tax collections for the fiscal year 1959
totaled $15,8 billion,! This total was up 6.1
.percent from the $14, 9 billion collected in 1958,
"and wgs double the 1950 amount of $7.9 billion,
"The 1 58-1959 rise of over $0.9 billion was
muchlargen than the 1957~1958 increase of less’
than $0.4 billion, but was only slightly more
‘than the average annual increase reported for
the 9=-year period, 1950-1959. The chart below
depicts trends m State tax revenue since 1950,

NATURE OF THIS REPORT

Tax figures herein are net of refunds paid,,
‘but include amounts of State=imposed taxes col-
lected ox received by the State and sabsequently
distributed to local governments, Locally col-
: lecteq and.retained tax amounts are not included.

The 1959 figures are preliminary.

Tpreliminary 1959 tax amounts are for the 12~

month period ended June 30,-1959, except for two

Additional detail on State {ax yields in 1959
will be published in a forthcom:% report, ‘Detail
of State Tat Collections in 1959 and, after miss= .
ing data are compiled, final figures will be in=
corporated in the Compendium of State Govern=,
‘ment Finances in 1959,

~

This ‘preliminary report relates to revenue -
from State takes only, In 1958, tax revenue of
local governments amounted to $15, 4 billion, ox
$0.5 billion more “than hxel collected by the
by the States in that year.?

Statistics on State revenue in 1959 from non~
tax sources have not yet been compiled, In
fiscal ‘1958, the States received $11.3 billion
from such sources, including $4,5 billion from
the Federal Government and $3.4 billion from

2Bureay of the Census Summarx of Govemmental

-States with earlier cloaing dates. See table 6,

.

Finances in 1958.
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{nsurance trust sources (mainly “contributions"
unemployment compensation and for
employee-retirement systema), X .

. Summary historical and analytical data are
presented +in tables 1 and 2;.statistics on 1959
collections from major types of taxes, by State, "
in tables 3=5; and data on fiscal years, popula=
tion, and personal income in table 6. Definitions.
of the standard categories for. Census reporting
of State tax revenue appear on pages 9 and 10,

MAJOR TAX SOURCES

General salesand gross receipts taxes totaled |
$3,694 millionin 1959, or 5,3 percent more than
in 1958.' This category accounted for nearly one=
fourth of total State tax yields, even though this
kind of tax was not used by 16 States. )

The next ranking source, was the sales tax on -
motor® fuel, which provided $3,048 million in’
1959, up 4.4 percent from the previous year,
Tobacco sales tax revenue was up 10,3 percent
to a new high of $680 million, Alcoholic bever=
age sales taxes supplied $599 million as against.
$566 million ip 1958 and $569 million in 1957.
Insurance sales taxes rose sharply, from $455
million in 1958 up 'to $548 million in 1959,

Altogether; general and selective sales and
gross receipts taxes were up $538 million to a.
record high of $9,289 million, ornearly three~-
fifths of the total collected from all State tax
sources, ' ) )

Revenue from income taxes totaled $2,757
million in 1959. Individual income taxes {im=
posed by 32 States) yielded $1,778 million,
This category includes corporation.tax amounts
for a few States, as indicated by footnotes to
fables 1 and 3, -Corporation net income taxes
yielded $979 million .in 1959, or 3,8 percent
leas than in 1958. . .

| Motor vehicle licenses provided $1,381 mil=~
lion in 1959, up 4.7 percent from ‘the 1958
amount, - This category includes truck mileage
and weight taxes, and other motor carrier taxes

extept those measured by gress receipts, net

.income, or assessed valuation,

Shte-impoled property taxes
to $565 million in 1959, For
this is a relatively

The yield of
rose 5,9 percent
most State governments,
minor revenue Source, commonly involving
taxation only of special types of property, such
as intangibles, motor vehicles, or particular’
classes of utility property. In contrast, local
government revenue from property taxation

' Maryland,

Wlldlidicinime

Severance taxes moved from $370 million in
1958 up to $392 million in 1959, or slightly abave
the 1957 amount of $388 million, Death and gift
taxes declined slightly, to $349 million in 1959,

INDIVIDUAL STATE COMPARISONS

All of the States except3 reported higher
total tax yields in 1959 than in 1958, The largest
amounts of increase were reported by California
(up $139 million) and New York (up $85 million),
The sharpest rates of increase=~15 percent or
more=~~appear for Arizona, Delaware, Kansas,
Massachusetts, and New Jersey.,
Declines from the 1958 level were reported by
Minnesota, Nebraska, ‘and Oregon.

While State tax. yields are influenee\d' by
underlying economic trends, sharp year-to~year

- changes in amounts for individual States '(such

as those mentioned above) generally reflect also
the effect of legal changes in the base, rate, or
collection=timing of parﬁcnlgx: major taxes,

California collected over $1. 8 billion in State
taxes and New Yorknearly $1.6 billion in, 59,
far miore than the next ranking States of Péenn-
sylvania ($0.9 billion) - $nd Michigan. ($0.8 bil-
lion),

Per capita amounts of State taxes in fiscal
1959 ranged from over $140 for 3 States down
to less than $70 for 6 States. .

Caution must be used 1n comparing tax
amounts for individual State governments, There
are marked interstate.differences in the scope.
and intensity. of public services, in economic
resources, and in the pattern for distribution of
responsibility, as between the State'and local
levels, for performing and financing particular
public functions., Some State governments di~
rectly administer certain activities which else~=
where  are undertaken by local governments,

' with or without State fiscal aid. In particular,

it should be notéd that the proportion of State=

local tax revenue which is contributed by State=,
imposed! taxes differs markedly from one State

ared to another, Percentage figures illustrating

this variation, in térms of 1957 tax revenue
data, are presented in table 6.
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Tabls 1.-~STATR PAX OOLLECTEONS, IY TYPR OF TAX: 1930-1959

%--«‘_____ A
Amount (1n milliong) e | FAFSONE Lorente or
' \W_:,\ roent
19%9 N : From ha\ o
{p’:cs 1958 | “fesy | 19% | 1954 | 9% 1950 | 1958 %0 | 1957 to 959
. . . 1959 1958
$15,831 | $14,919 | 14,531 $13,375] $11,089] §9,857| $7,90 C e 2.7 l 100:0 $91.70
. ' ! )
T0003ptar crenansreinans s,200| &0 84%| meor| emm|. 570 4,670 6.2 37 s8.7] - .80
. lew or gross receipthe.eeceile.| 3,69 | 3,507 3,973 3,006) %,m0| 2,229 1,67 © 5,3 40 2,3 "am
ar Pueldeeness PN veveenenes| 3,088 |  2,919] 2,828] 2,687| 228 1,870 1,544 4 3.2 19.3 17.65
Alooholic DAYEreages. cevacenscsnssssconnns ‘
Himbolts e AR 599 566 9] s 463 442 420 5.9 0,5 3.8 3.47
sesecstacnsesssancsorran . 680 1 ' 0.
.“yrod' veus €16 356 515 64 9 414 103 Jo.8 43 2.94
llllllllllllllllllllll 9 !
b IE T RN veraned I 401 353 284 241 20,4 6.3 3.5 3.7
Pl .
i'o G0, b ceresnerasncansorntes R 364 s 43 200 263 228 185 5.5 0.6 2.3 21
OUMEL.cenartrensanestonisenmasatensnas asy M2 339 as| e 28] e8] 4 1.0 2.3 2,02
Lot cagessssBtsssesssssnimensses | 2300|220 2,188 2,004 07| nev6| 1,28 49~ + 06 4.6 13.98
IBLOr YORLO10Rveaerisnrnnnsnnrnensenne || L300 ] 138t 1,200 1,208 L0p 86 702 47 2.4 8.7 8.00
‘ ‘ : . X X
Corporations 1n geneTaleceevevsesenssoese 0] evmeh el am 25 226 176 ae| a2 2.08
Adsokols beriragonovsesesstinssses 8 0 n 7 ™ ™ 'n 45| w02 0.5 9
- Muiting end T1Rhingscorseeseessarensanses 108 100 %0 '86 78 0 &« 8.2 10,7 0.7 ©
OADT.iuceeceradeprsassorennnsensns vrosne 7 a8 320 28 28 236 ‘213 "6.0 1.0 z 4 218 )
INOOMB. 20 sbasreen . ) ‘
reh Fresrerirestesesnerane 2,17 o5e2| 2,%7] 224 1,m] 7m0 1,310 )’e 0.6 7.4 15.97
= : . X
{vidual inoome®,,iccrieveedioaniisasens 1,778 1,544 1,563 1,37% 1,004 913 % 152 aL2 1.2 10,30
Corporation et 1noome®..iciceneesasanae .
s . | 08 wo| mi . es 86 -3.8 3.4 6.2 5.67
PrOpartyeecesreneeennaesssenonnes corebenns ses|  sm am 67 » 0 207 5.9 1.3 6] a2
Deatn treseeseisnaraes y . Ve . .
and gliey : resesesasasane a9 LTS PR 310 %7 21 181, =0.7 4.0 2.2 2,02
Severance epsasshs ety ») 388 261 N2 2R 21 6.0 vy 2.5 22 o
OUMT4veracnaassocsnsssersantirssassrosasye w15 155 149 e -~ w 2% 16| w23 1.1 99
12, . . K
{ Notey o . ‘
| 3Duged om estimated e tant

Beoauss of rounding, detail may not
tion on July 1, 1956 (see table &),

i
~

'm&m%“hlt!(mn:nmlom iom net inecme tax
amounts for from 1 $6 3 States in each Zimcal year showg,

Par capits sod percent figures uu\ ocqmiod on basis of amounts rounded to the nnx-nt.A c.ho'tmnd.
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C STATE TAX COLLEGTIONS IN 1989 '
DEFINITIONS OF STATE TAXES

S\:nte tax'revenue comprises amoymts col-
lqceed—mcludxn‘»murut and penalties but

excluding gwounts refunded—from all taxea ims,
posed by a State. and collected by it or col-
_lected aiid transmitted to it by local govern-

sents. Sta¥e tax revenue dncludes local shazes
of St\te-éupoud taxes except any smounts local-
ly collected. and vetained. .

§uudu3 u_tegons for Census reporting, of
State tax collections are defined below.

PROPERTY TAXES (RII). —Taxes conditioned
on ownership.-of property tndquuuud by ita
value.. Includes general property taxes re-
h\hnq to property as & whole,.real and per-
sonal,  tangible or 1glunnb1o, whether taxed
at o nn;le fate or at c.lnlxﬁed rates; and
taxes on selected types of pmperty, such as
lot.or vehicles or certain or all intangibles.

SALES AND GROSS RECEIPTS TAXES (R12).—~
‘l‘-xel. including "licenseu at more than nomi-,

. nal rates, baséd upon the volume or value of

rlntfeu of goods or ‘services, ‘upon gross re-
ceipts therefrom. or upon gross’ income, and re-
lated taxes based upon use, ‘storage, production,
importation, or’consumption of goods. Dealer
discounts or "commission®® allowed to merchants
for collection of taxes from cisumers are ex-
clded. Distinctively imposed severance taxes
are excluded here and reported under thnc gate-
gory (see "R18" belov)m

Gemeral sales or gress receipts taxes
(RI2A) . —~Sales or gross receipts taxes which
are applicable with only specified exceptions
to all types of goods, all types of goods and
services, or all gross income, whether at a
singlé ratecor at classified rates. Taxes'im-
poud d;-txncuvqu upon sales of or, gross re-
ceipts from selected commodities, services, or
businesses are reported separately under cate-
gories listed below.

Selective sales and gress receipts -taxes’

(R12B) . ~Sales and ‘gross receipts taxes im-
posed on sales of particular commodities or,
services or groas rocexpu of particular busi-
nesses separately and apart from the application.
of general nlel and gron receipts taxes (see
ﬂl2A abave), -
" meter lnll (llzhmgehcuvc sales and
gross receipts taxes on gisoline; diesel oil’
and other fuels used in motor. vehicles, including
sircraft fuel. Note .that any amounts refunded
are deducted from gross gpllections.

Alcoholic. baverage (h12B3) . —Selective
sales and .gross receipts taxes on alcoholic:

a

e

beverages. '

Q
t

Public wtilities (R1283) . —Taxes imposed
.distinctively on public passengeér and ‘freight
transportation companies, telephoné, telegraph,
and light and\power céwlnun, and other,puh-
lic nnhty ompanies and measured by gross
‘receipts, groés earmnp.d}i‘\\nxn of service
sold. Taxes levied on such companies on other
bases are classified elsewhere in accordance
wi th the nature of the tax.

Insurance (R1384).—Taxes imposed dnunc-
uvely on insurance companies and menured by
gross premiums or ‘adjusted -gross premiums.

Y\ Tebacce prohcu {R12p8) . —~Selective sales -
and gross receipts taxes on tobacco producn.
including cigarette tubes and papér:

Parimntuels (R138¢).~—Taxes measured by a-
uount.n wagered at race tracks including "break-
age” collected by the. government.

Auusenents (R1387).~Selective sales and
gross receipts taxes on admission tickets or
admission charges and on ‘gross receipts of all
or specified types of amusement bunnenn.

other welective sales and gross treceipts
taxes (R1289). —Selective sales and gross re-
ceipts taxes relating to specific commodities,
businesses, or services not separately enume-
rated above (e.g., ‘lubncuung oil, fuel other
than motor fuel, meals, ul‘glnne. cement,
ete. ). ¢

LICENSE TAXES (R13),—Taxes exacted (either
for revenue raising or for regulation) as a
condition to the exercise of a business or non- .
business privilege, at a flat rate or megsured
by such bases as capital stock, capital suc-
plus, .number of business units, or capacity.
Exclides taxes measured directly by transac-.
tions, gross ornet income, or value of. ,property
except thou‘to which only nominal rates apply.
"Licenses” based on these latter measures,
other than those at nominal rates, are classi-
fied according'to the measure concerned,

Alcoholic beverages (R13A).—License taxes
for manufacturing, importing, wholessling, and .
retailing alcoholic beverages other than those
based on volume or value of transactions or
assessed value of property. . .

Public utilities (R13B), ~License: taxes
distinctively imposed on public passenger and
freight transportation companies, telephone,
telegraph, and light and power companies, sind
other public unhty companjes. - .

Moter vehicles (RI3E).—~License taxes im-
-posed on owners or operators of motor vehicles,
commercial snd noncommercial, ‘for the right to

use public highways, :mclndmg charges f?r

A} .
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title regiatration. and m.pcc'hon of vehicles.

Does not -include taxes on the business \f motor

transport nor property taxes or sales and gross |
,raceipts taxes relating to motor vehicles,

"Mater -vehicle eperaters (R13F). —Licenses
for privilege of driﬂng motor vehicles, in-
cluding both private and commercial licensés.

Corporations im gemersl (R13H). —Franchise
license taxes, oxganization, filing, and en-
trance fees, and other license taxes which are
applicable,’ with only lpqcxfled exceptions, to
all corporajions. -

Hunting q-lcfnliilg Iicemses (RI3)). ~Com-
mercial and noncommercial hunting .nd fishing
licenses and shipping permits."

Chain steres (R13K).--License taxes imposed
dnt.mcnvely on chadn store organizations
(i.e., groups of stores engaged in a sisilar
kind of busineas  under the same management) or

_upon individual units of a chain store system.

| Anusements (R13L).~License taxes imposed

upon smusement businesses gereraily or upon!

specific amusement .enterprises (e.g., race
tracks, thelcerl. athletic events, pool halls,
etc.). "Licenses" based on value or number of
admissions, amount of wagérs, or gross-or net
income are reported qlmhere.

Occupations and bu:ilelﬂ’en mnot elsevhere
classified (RI3M). —License taxes (including
_examination | and Qapecuon fees) required of
ging in particular professions,
trades, or occupations, and such taxes on busi-

nesses not elsewhere classified. Includes
charges relawing to inspection and marketing of
seed, feed, fertilizer, gasoline, oil, citrus
‘fruit, and other coimodities, as well as licenses
relating to operation_of particular business
ehterprises. * .
Other license. taxes (Rlu).—anenae taxes

not listed sepnntely above (e.g., animal Li-,
= CENnses, mnrruge licenses, individual permits

»

s STATE FINANCES:

‘dncmctxvoly imposed on special types of in-

“from inungil;&c property ar

. e.g., oil, gas, other minerals, timber, fish,

'

1959

.to purchase liquor, and other nonbusiness pu-

vileged).

POLL TAXES (R14), —Capitation taxes levied '
as specific smounts, unifors or gnded %gnnn;,
peraons, or as ad valorem taxes on an arbitrary .
valuation of polla.

INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAXES (R15).—Taxes
on individuals measured by net income uqﬂ taxes

come (e.g., interest, dxudendn. income from
intangibles, etc.). Taxes /measured by income’
reponed hers even
though locally designated as "property” taxes.

CORPORATION NET INCONE TAXES (R16).—
Taxes on corponuonl and nn:ncorpontqd busi-
nesses (when taxed duhnctucly from individual
income) measured by net income. Such taxes
may be called "license” or "franchise™ taxes,.
However designated, they are clnnhed here if
-enured by net income.
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DEATH ANl GIFT TAXES (R17).—Taxes \n-
posed on the transfer of property at death, in
contemplativon of death, or as - gift.

SEVERANCE TAXES (R18).= Taxes imposed
distinctively on removal of natural products—

etc.—from land or water.and measured by value

or quantity of products removed or sold.
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MISCELLANEOUS TAXES (R19).—See below.

Documentary and atock transfer taxes
(R19A). —Taxes on'the recording, registering,
and transferring of documents such as mort-
gages, deeds, and securities. However, taxes
on recording or transfer of motor vehicles
titles are reported at RL3E.

,Other taxes (Rl9Z).-—-Taxes not listed
lepnrately or. provxde%for in cntegones a-
‘bove.




