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part-weeks comprising the month. Because retailers’

The Bureau of the Census, U. S. Department of Com-
merce,announced today that total sales of retail stores
in November were estimated at $29.7 billion. This ad-
vance figure, after adjustment for seasonal and holiday
variations and trading day differences but not for
price changes, was $29.3 billion. The advance estimate,
after adjustment, was about 1 percent below October
sales but about 2 percent above November sales last
year. Adjusted total September-through-November sales
averaged about the same as the prior three months but
3 percent above the comparable period a year ago.

Based on the full sample,the total U.S. unadjusted
sales estimate for October was about $0.2 billion less
than the $30.4 billion published earlier in the October
Advance Monthly Retail Sales report released November
10, 1969. The seasonally adjusted sales for October as
revised were about 1 percent above September.

. The advance sales estimates are based on early
sporting, by a small subsample of the Census Bureau's
retail survey panel, of sales figures for the weeks and

weekly records often differ from their monthly records
(e.g., in reflecting such elements as carrying charges,
sales taxes, merchandise returns), the sales figures
estimated for the advance report can differ fram the
subsequently issued report based on the monthly records
of the full sample of retailers. Additionally, sam-
pling variability between subsample and later full sam-
ple results can be a cause of difference. For most
months, such differences have been reduced by modifying
the advance estimate, prior to publication, on the
basis of the relationship between the advance and full-
sample data for previous months.

The differences between the published advance and

full-sample estimates of total retail sales seldom
exceeds 1.5 percent and for the past year has averaged
1.1 percent. For dindividual kind-of-business groups,
differences have been greater, ranging on the average

from 1.2 percent for the food group to 4.7 percent for
the lumber group.

It should be noted that even for figures derived
from the full sample, sales movements from one month to
the next tend to be relatively irregular. Data for
several months are generally required to indicate the
underlying trend.

Monthly Sales of All Retail Stores in the United States
{Adjusted for Seasonal, Holiday, and Trading Day Differences)
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Table 1. Sales of Retail Stores in the United States, by Kind-of-Business Group

Part A, NOT ADJUSTED for seascnal variatioms or trading day differences

Sales (millions of dollars)
Kind-of -business group 1969 1968
Novemberl.u. October? November
Retail stores, t01812. . cceeeeeereeancccscscsssssnsoansnans 29,727 30,626 30,112
Durable goods stores, total? STUIPTIPITPPTIPIPIPIPIPIPES 9,034 10,019 9,55
Nondurable goods stores, t0tal%..veecesecssescnsscsscans 20,693 20,607 20,558
FOOQ ETOUD. s eeeesosecsconsssecsasssssosascassossssssssacsassss 6,367 6,603 6,425
GroCeTY STOTEBeeeessosssssosesecscsscsssosssssscscsasassscne 5,982 6,186 6,009
Eating and drinking placeS.eeececcessscsssssasssscosassscscnnsse 2,080 2,257 2,045
General merchandise group With NONSEOreS..cecescececescccsssss 5,630 5,091 5,488
General merchandise group without nonstores (except
department stores mall order).si.secescessescssccccaccssene 5,111 4,558 4,997
Department 8t0reS.cecevesssccssscossccessscccssssscsvsssnses 3,494 3,103 3,402
ADDBTEl ErOUD.ccesccessssorscsscsscsescnttvscssssassassesconns 1,807 1,769 1,810
Furniture and appliance grouPesccsccccscesscscssscscsesssssses 1,485 1,448 1,489
Lumber, building, hardware, farm equipment groUp.ecessceccccces 1,478 1,742 1,557
Automotive ErOUD..sescsssssccsscesssasscsscscccsccsscssccssane 5,255 6,058 5,623
Gasoline service stationS...ececececesccecoccccssscsssccnsencs 2,071 2,115 2,055
Drug and proprietary StOT€S..cceecccccscscessssssccsscsccsscscs 987 1,000 924
Part B, ADJUSTED for seasonal varlations and trading dey differences
’ Percentage
Sales change
(millions of dollars) October 1969
Kind-of -business group from--
1969 1968 Sept. | Oct.
Nov.l | Oct.2 | Sept. | Nov. Oct. 1969 | 1968
Retail stores, 106812, seniaeensonne 29,346 29,605 29,259 28,806 28,697 +1 +3
Durable goods stores, total3 cegee 9,151 9,320 9,384 9,314 9,342 -1 0
Nondurable goods stores, total?,, 20,195 20,285 19,875 19,492 19,355 +2 +5
FOOd ErOUDssesscassssssassasacscscssssnsosssscons 6,460 6,326 6,235 6,149 +2 +5
Eating and drinking placeS..ceescessccsssscscsssse 2,221 2,173 2,128 2,146 +2 +3
General merchandise group with nonstores,.esceces 4,985 4, 864 4,729 4,640 +2 +7
General merchandise group without nonstores
(except department stores mall order)..ecesec.. 4,462 4,362 4,259 4,154 +2 +7
Apparel grOUD.eecscccescesssscoassssacssacsssoscane 1,741 1,676 1,652 1,640 +4 +6
Furniture and applianceé groUDescssescscscscscccss 1,371 1,364 1,360 1,372 +1 0
Lumber, bullding, hardware, farm equipment group. 1,545 1,597 1,600 1,631 -3 -5
AUtOmOtive ErOUDeeccscecsssccccccsscssocacccccssss 5,610 5,665 5,521 5,556 -1 +1
Gasoline service statlonS.eecceccesceccccscsosscee 2,086 2,089 2,064 2,050 0 +2
Drug and proprietary stOres.c.eceecsecescsssessees [ 1,021 1,019 944, 967 0 +6
1Advance sample estimates, 2preliminary estimates of full sample,

3Potals include data for kinds of business not shown separately,

Table 2. Percentage Changes for Retail Sales
(ADJUSTED for seascnal variations and trading day differences)

' November 1969

September through November 1969

from-- from--
Kind-of -business group
Oct. Nov. June through August | Sept. through Nov.
1969 | 1968 1969 1968
Retail stores, t0tale..cececceseccssoss -1 +2 0 +3
Durable goods stores, t0t8l,.eecessss -2 -2 0 Y
Nondurable goods stores, total.eee.ce. 0 +4 +1 +4

Source: Bureau of the Census



