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The Bureau of the Census,
of Commerce, announced today that total sales of
retail stores in September were estimated at
$37.1 billion. The Bureau,part of the Department's
Socjal and Economic Statistics Administration
(SESA), said this advance figure, after adjustment
for seasonal and holiday variations and trading
day differences but not for price changes, was
$37.3 billion, about 1!/;percent below August but
about 6 percent above September sales last year,
Adjusted total July-through-September sales aver-
aged about 2 percent above the prior 3 months and
9 . percent above the comparable period a year ago.

U, S, Department

Based on the full sample, the total U, S.
adjusted sales estimate for August was about
$0.2 billion less than the $38,0 billion published
earlier in the August Advance Monthly Retail Sales
report released September 11, 1972, The seasonally
adjusted sales for August as revised were about
1 percent above July,

The advance sales estimates are based on
early reporting,by a small subsample of the Census
Bureau's retail survey panel, of sales figures for
the weeks and part-weeks comprising the month,
Because retailers' weekly records often differ

from their monthly records (in reflecting such
elements as carrying charges,sales taxes, merchan-
dise returns), the sales figures estimated for the
advance report can differ from the subsequently
issued report based on the monthly records of the

full sample of retallers, Additionally, sampling
variability  between sub-sample and later full
sample results can be a cause of difference. For

most months, such differences have been reduced by
modifying the advance estimate, prior to publica-
tion, on the basis of the relationship between the
advance and full-sample data for previous months,

The differences between the month-to-month
change in advance and full-sample estimates for
total retaill sales seldom exceed 1,0 percent and
for the past year has averaged 0.4 percent, For
individual kind of business groups, differences
have been greater, ranging on the average from
0,7 percent for the general merchandise group to
2,4 percent for the Building materials group.

Even for figures derived from the full sample,
sales movements from one month to the next can be’
relatively irregular. Data for 3 months are gen-
erally required to indicate the underlying trend.

MONTHLY SALES OF ALL RETAIL STORES IN THE UNITED STATES
(Data ADJUSTED for seasonal, holiday, and trading day differences)
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Anm:al subscTiption to current retail trade reports are for sale by the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402.
{Weekly Retail Sales Report, Advance Monthly Retail Trade Report, Monthly Retail Trade Report, and Annual Retail Trade Report sold as a single subscription.)

W?:%Dﬁﬁmmmm%MtMAmeMmmwHmﬂSﬂ&memmamMMemWﬁmﬂMBm%umme%mmW%mmmmDLZ&%aHOWMS
each.



Table 1. Sales of Retail Stores in the United States, by Kind-of-Business Group

Part A, NOT ADJUSTED for seasonal variations or trading day differences

- T ——— penv vuuwﬂwim S ——, Sates (miilions of doliag] — "
Kind-of -business group - 1972 ) ' 1 Ié%iqmw
September! August? September
Total, retail SBOTeS>, .., u.seeerseerernorssnsecesarorencrsnsass 37,092 37,871 34,102
Total {excluding automotive EPOUP).s.i.ssevecrsssesssceoronans 30,062 30,457 27,344
Durable goods stOres, t0tal>.. . ¢ veveresirnsrnnroncessssncaonss 12,212 12,739 11,418
Nondurable goods stores, t0t817...04ievevesesceceracrssccssanans 24,880 25,132 22,684
FOOQ ErOUD.veesossssesosnsasssesasasasosssascsnnssssasssssssssssases 8,096 7,991 7,350
GrOCEry SHOr€Seeaseaseseasansssasasessosssoasssasnsasonssncnsvssse 74550 7,390 6,818
Eating and drinking placeS...eeecsssscosessscsssscasocasnosnsscncsons 2,927 3,124 2,650
General merchandise group with NONStOTeS...eseevessessssssccascrnana 6,147 6,255 5,620

General merchandise group without nonstores (except department

SHOres MAIL OTAET) 4 uvuunresoeoenesssaceressssssosassonssssssses 5,590 5,745 5,082
Department StOTeS...eecessacssacee Ceeseesceseseansntsesresonan 3,729 3,788 3,444
Apparel groUPecessesrssesscsssssasss tetecesesacsasestcassessasas 1,832 1,751 1,674
Furniture and appliance EroUD.su.ceeeesssscesssecesoscsssssasssnssna 1,789 1,796 1,524
Building materials, hardware, farm equipment groUD....ceceeeescessss 2,382 2,477 2,109
AUtomOLIVEe ZrOUP.ssssesensstceecsosssosssasecosscsnncacssasasscnssss 7,030 7,414 6,758
Gasoline service stationS....eeesreecesccsssecsssecsocncsnsnsnsansss 2,655 2,788 2,475
Drug and proprietary stores... cesevesssesasttsctcasannne 1,199 1,205 1,087

wférf'B;w ADJUSTED for seasonal variations and trading day'différences

T m———— S " . e s b PP @IEREGE me
Sales change
(millions of dollers) August 1972
from——

Kind-of-business group - — -1

1972 1971 July August
T | 1972 1971

September'] August? July T September Angust
Total, retail stores3....veeeeeereeas 37,297 37,843 37,342 35,219 34,655 +1 +9
Total (excluding automotive group),| 29,966 30,110 29,043 27,854 27,825 AT s
Durable goods stores, total3. .. ennne 12,328 12,800 12,468 11,833 11,298 +3 +13
Nondurable goods stores, totall,,.... 24,971 25,043 24,874 23,386 23,357 +1 +7
FOOQd GTOUDsussssnscesssossosnsonsnscasssncanascscses 7,930 7,956 7,516 7,478 0 +6
Eating and Arinking placeS....eceeesesseccsscnnrsconse 2,704 2,818 2,573 2,614 -1 +7
Géneral merchandise group with NONStOreS..cececececses 6,320 6,267 5,872 5,757 +1 +10
General merchandise group without nonstores

(except department stores mail Order)e...ceceecoss 5,782 5,801 5,315 5,251 0 +10
ADDATE]L EIOUD.seassssscocsssaccssnnsessssscseseosssns 1,804 1,801 1,683 1,749 0 +3
Furniture and appliance groUP.....s.ceceocococececence 1,776 1,781 1,497 1,542 0 +15
Building materials, hardware, farm equipment group... 2,233 2,206 1,996 1,987 +1 +14
AUtomobive GroUDS.uiiusvescecsacnsscrenssacencencsass 75733 7,399 7,365 6,830 +5 +13
Gagoline service stationS....ceceeseeace teesenes 2,650 2,577 2,523 2,511 +3 +6
Drug and proprietary StOreS...cesscescessessoscencans 1,228 1,204 1,138 1,167 +2 +5

" lpdvance sample estimates., 2preliminary estimates of full sample, 3Totals include data for kinds of business

not shown separately, *During months of model changeover, seasonal adjustment factors are less reliable than in other
months. “Revised,

Table 2. Percentage Changes for Retail Sales
(ADJUSTED for seagonal variations and trading day differences)

September 1972 July 1972 through September 1972
from-- from--
Kind~-of ~business group 3
- August September April 1972 July 1971
1072 1971 through through
June 1972 September 1971
Total, retail StOTeS.e.iesvereecvacecesnees| =173 +6 +2 +9
Total (excluding automotive group)e...... =1/, +71/, +2 T ie
Durable goods stores, 10talueesesesecioeasns -3/, +4 +3 +11 )
Nondurable goods stores, t0taleivececesesen. -1/, +7 +2 +7

Source: " Bureau of the Census



