DURRENT BUSINESS REPDATS

Advance Monthly
Retail Sales

May 10. 1979 3:30 P.M. CB-79-92

APRIL 1979

The Rureau of the Census, U. S. Department of Commerce. announced today The advance sales estimates are based on early reporting of sales by a
that total sales of retail stores in April. after adjusting for sea- small subsample of the Bureau's retail survey panel. Because of the
sonal variations and trading day differences. but not for price changes early reporting. the advance estimates can differ from the subsequent
were estimated at $72.2 billion. This adjusted figure was little estimates which are based on monthly reports obtained from the full
changed from March but 11 percent higher than April a year ago. The sample of retail stores. In addition, sampling variability between the
adjusted April estimate, excluding the automotive group was about 1 sub-sample used for the advance estimates and the full sample can cause
percent above March and 12 percent above April last year. a difference. For most months. such differences have been reduced by
modifying the advance estimates prior to publication on the basis of
Adjusted sales of durable goods stores were little changed from March the relationship between the advance and full-sample data for previous
while sales of nondurable goods stores increased about 1 percent. Com- months.
pared with sales for April 1978, durable goods stores increased 12 per- In the past, differences between advance and full-sample estimates of
cent, and nondurable goods stores increased 10 percent. month-to~month percentage change 1n seasonally adjusted total retail

atores sales have averaged less than 1 percent. However, most modifi-
cations being applied to the current advance monthly estimates are
based on the relationship between the advance and the redesigned full-

The revised estimate of retail sales for March. based on preliminary sample data for only the months since June 1977. The differences now.
results from the full sample of retail stores., was about $71.9 billion. therefore, may vary from the past experience.

virtually the same as the March Advance estimate published earlier.

Seasonally adjusted preliminary sales for March were about 1 percent Preliminary estimates for March 1979 and final estimates for February
ahove February 1979 estimates and 12 percent above the March 1978 1979 based on the full sample will also be published later this month
sales. Excluding the automotive group. retail sales were about 1 per- in the Monthly Retail Trade report for March (BR-79-3). The complete
cent above February and 12 percent over March 1978. For nondurable report will provide sales estimates 1in greater detail and will present
goods stores. adjusted March sales increased about 1 percent from the a description of the sample design, the basis and methodology used in
previous month and 10 percent above the same month a year earlier. For developing revisions, and the techniques used in developing the esti-
durable goods stores. adjusted sales for March were 1 percent above mates. In addition. the complete report will include approximate mea-
February and 16 percent higher than March 1978. sures of sampling variability.
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JANUARY 1977 - APRIL 1979
(DATA ADJUSTED FOR SERSONAL, holiday, and trading day differences)

Billions of Oollors Billione of Dollors .
76 76
. 74 1979 74
72 - L 72
—1 - ‘
70 = 70
68 1978 - = &8
Y o=
66 ———— 66
-
64 1= 64
-~ i S
62 I — - e ~ 62
60 1 :7 E—— 50
58 e 58
0 1 ' 0

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE  JULY AUG SEP ocT NOV DEC

lnquiries concerning this report should b addressed to Mr. drvisg True, Business Division,
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 20233. Telephone {3G1) 763-7660/7661.

The Advance Monthly Retail Sales report, the Monthly Retail Trade reporn. and the

! Annual Retail Trade renort are availahle ona single subscription from the Superiaterdeat
U S D f of Doeuments, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402, at S25 ner
i epartment o Commefce year. Add $6.25 for each subscriptiun to a forrign address. Postaye stamps not acceptabie

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS currency sibmitted at senuer’s nsk. Remitanees foom furgign countries must be by

witernational nione, order or by @ diatt un a US. bank. Single copes cf the Advance
Monthly Petail Sales report are for sale by Subisenibes Secvices (Publicatans), Bureau it
the Census, Washingtoa, C.C. 202332, at 70 remis #ach.




Table 1. Estimated Monthly Retail Sales by Kind of Business for the United States

(Sales in millions of dollars)

Not adjusted Adjusted?®
1972 1979 1978 1979 1978
sic Kind of business
code Apr.2 | Mar. Feb, Apr.2 | Mar. Feb.
advance |prelim,| final | Apr. Mar. advance |prelim.| final | Apr. Mar.
Retail trade, total.................0vc |71 495 | 71,998] 60,653| 63,838 64,764 72,197 71,852} 71,122| 65,146| 64,075
Total (excl. automotive group)..... 55,499 55,875 47,553} 49,456] 50,204 57,549 [ 56,959 56,190} 51,609 50,943
Durable goods stores, total.......... |26 409 | 25,972| 21,131| 23,165} 22,777 25,253 25,356 25,035 22,617| 21,813
52 Building materials, hardware, garden
supply, and mobile home dealers...........| 4,248| 3,730] 2,708/ 3,665 3,170 4,069 4, 043| 3,676] 3,609 3,397
521,3 Building materials and supply stores..... (%1 2,439} 1,790; 2,382 2,114 | 2,611 2,380 2,451} 2,251
525 HAardware StOreS....cecerencecssssnsccsons (% 624 452 571 504 (*) 678 608 547 545
55 ex. 554 | Automotive dealers......cceeseesccncneensee | 15996/ 16,123 13,100] 14,382| 14,560 14,6481 14,893 14,932| 13,537} 13,132
551,2,5, Motor vehicle and miscellaneous auto-

6,7,9 MOtive deBlerS...vevsssssrocssaossnnsans (%) | 14,877| 12,084 13,234| 13,462 (%) | 13,649 13,654 12,426| 12,030
551 Motor vehicle dealers (franchised)..... (% | 12,980{ 10,635 11,300 11,622 (%) (NA) (Na) (Na) (NA)
553 Auto and home Supply StOTe@S....ccocesvues (%) 1,246 1,016 1,148 1,098 (%) 1,244 1,278 1,111 1,102
57 Furniture, home furnishings, and equipment

SEOTES.suuurssearnssncnctossonscocanssnsnss 3,274| 3,317( 2,882 2,901 2,902 3,414} 3,358 3,333 3,061] 2,924
571 Furniture and home furnishings stores.... (%) 2,122| 1,796| 1,825 1,758 * 2,124| 2,062 1,885 1,734
5722,32 Household appliance, radio, and TV stores (%) 923 842 804 852 (%) 947 996 877 883
5722 Household appliance StOreS.........ieee (&) 453 401 399 390 (%) (NA) (Na) (NA) (NA)
Nondurable goods stores, total.......| 45,086| 46,026 39,522| 40,673| 41,987 46,944 46,496 | 46,087| 42,529| 42,262
53 General merchandise group stores........... 8,128 7,932 5,925 7,472 7,366 8,599| 8,680| 8,378 8,048 7,952
531 Department StOTreS...ceeesecsecscoscsoseos 6,473| 6,303 4,700| 6,010 5,894 6,864 6,942 6,734 6,462 6,420
533 Variety StOreS...cceveeesccscenssnssnsnns (&) 617 483 582 611 (* 663 660 654 622
539 Miscellaneous general merchandise stores. (%) 1,012 742 880 861 (%) 1,075 984 932 910
54 FOOd STOT@S..cvuceverransernoconsosanansaes | 15 084 16,212| 14,215/ 13,865 14,529 15,832f 15,609 15,639 14,298 14,177
541 Grocery Stores.......e.coveeesavenasaeaae | 13,7890 14,923 13,079] 12,862 13,482| 14,530{ 14,335] 14,357 13,273 13,153
554 Gasoline service stationS.........ceceeaues 5,499| 5,435 4,898| 4,889 4,906 5,606 5,512 5,566| 4,994 4,996
56 Apparel and accessory stores............... 3,366| 3,143 2,416{ 2,816 2,940 3,390 3,428| 3,214| 3,064 2,983
561 Men's and boys' clothing and furnishings
SEOrES . cvuureeroocernoorsnanessonnacnnne %) 553 462 536 532 (* 633 626 585 581
562,3,8 Women's clothing, specialty stores,
BUTTIErS . e e eeaseesooreenansnsavananns M | 1,242 948| 1,088] 1,143 (% | 1,323] 1,234{ 1,201| 1,169
565 Family clothing StOreS.......ceeeeeccvens (* 565 444 511 521 (%) (NA) (NA) (NA) (NA)
566 Bhoe StOreS....cvvececscoasosnranncncvoes % 575 402 528 570 % 620 533 548 528
58 Eating and drinking placeS.....ececsesscees 6,361 6,311 5,339 5,719 5,579 6,504 6,499| 6,274 5,794 5,787
591 Drug stores and proprietary storeS......... 2,204 2,214 2,058 1,940 2,070 2,270 2,225f{ 2,257} 2,042} 2,050
592 LiQUOT STOT@S.cessnsasrsssorennransansoanss (% | 1,160{ 1,034 1,010 1,038 (* [ 1,212| 1,235} 1,098 1,110
5961 (pt.)| Mail~order houses (department store
merchandise)3..c.eevereerscverocccsansonsns (€)] 459 374 538 594 % 443 482 584 571

NOTE: Totals include data for kinds of business not shown separately.

Mdvance estimates are not available from the subsample panel for these kinds
NA Not available.
!pata adjusted for seasonal variations, holiday, and trading-day differences.
Trade Report, BR- 79-3).

2Advance estimates are based on early reporting by a small subsample of the full survey panel.

the full sample.
3includes sales made by mail-order catalog desks located within department stores of some mail-order firms.

(See Explanatory Material in the Monthly Retail

of business.

All other estimates are based on



Table 2. Percent Change in Estimated Monthly Retail Sales by Kind of Business for the United States

(Adjusted for seasonal variations, holiday, and trading-day differences)

Percent change
Apr. Mar. Feb. 1979
1972 1979 1979 through
SIC Kind of business advance from-- preliminary from-- Apr. 1979
code from—-
Mar. 1979 Apr. 1978 Feb. 1979 Mar. 1978 | Nov. 1978 Feb, 1978
preliminary final final final through through
Jan. 1979 Apr. 1978
Retail trade, total.....eseeessesencsse 0 +11 +1 +12 +2 +12
Total (excl, automotive group)..... +1 +12 +1 +12 +2 +12
Durable goods stores, total.....eee.. 0 +12 +1 +16 0- +15
52 Building materials, hardware, garden
supply, and mobile home dealers,....essee. +1 +13 +10 +19 -1 +14
55 ex. 554 | Automotive dealersS.....ceesescccacassessses -2 +8 0 +13 +1 +13
57 Furniture, home furnishings, and equipment
STOTES. . iiisuencsnvnnsocanrnoersnassoncons +2 +12 +1 +15 +2 +13
Nondurable goods stores, total.,..... +1 +10 +1 +10 +2 +10
53 General merchandise group Stores,.......s.. -1 +7 +4 +9 0 +8
531 Department StOreS....ssececscessssenseoss -1 +6 +3 +8 0 +7
54 FOOU STOreS..ussesevessessanscscsassasannes +1 +11 0 +10 +2 +11
541 Grocery StoreS.,..vesessessosessosreccnes +1 +9 0 +9 +2 +9
554 Gasoline service StatioNS....ceeeseeeccenss +2 +12 -1 +10 +5 +11
56 Apparel and accessory StoresS..... -1 +11 +7 +15 0 +13
58 Eating and drinking placeS....eseecencsases 0 +12 +4 +12 +6 +12
591 Drug stores and proprietary StoresS....eese. +2 +11 -1 +9 0 +10

Table 3. Estimated Monthly Retail Sales of Group Il Companies by Kind of Business -
for the United States: MARCH 1979

(Sales in millions of dollars)

Not adjusted Adjusted!
1972
sSIC Kind of business Mar. Feb. Mar. Feb,
code 1979 1979 Mar. 1979 1979 Mar,
preliminary final 1978 preliminary final 1978
Retail trade, total....eeveecevesseen 23,364 19,144 21,496 23,604 23,283 21,626
53 General merchandise group StOres,...ceecee. 7,002 5,230 6,511 7,664 7,445 7,035
531 Depgrtment StOreS..cnessssnsseanarcannnsae 5,969 4,454 5,565 6,574 6,381 6,049
533 Variety S8toOresS,.ceeesceeccsscsnsssssssens 512 396 493 542 548 499
539 Miscellaneous general merchandise stores, 521 380 453 (s) (s) (s)
54 FOOd StOreS..eiseceescscsssovosessscssanses 8,653 7,579 7,876 (NA ) (NA) (NA)
541 Grocery StOreS....cesesevessscccsscscsases 8,556 7,485 7,776 8,095 8,162 7,463
56 Apparel and acces$sSOry StoreS.....ecesvecesecs 1,088 751 1,032 1,199 1,098 1,025
562,3,8 Women's clothing, specialty stores,
FUPTL@rS .. eesessrossonssesionnsesncness 459 323 432 511 474 442
566 Shoe StOreS...eeeesesvessceccssnreseasass 287 185 279 306 261 248
591 Drug stores and proprietary Stores...eeoeee. 1,061 967 974‘ 1,075 1,104 961

Note: The Group II component of the sample consists of companies which had 1l or more retail establishments according to the most
recent update of multi-establishment files and which were selected with certainty (i.e., their sales size exceeded specified dollar
volume cutoffs which vary by kind of business).

!pata adjusted for seasonal variations, holiday, and trading-day differences. (See Explanatory Material in the Monthly Retail
Trade Report, BR- 79-3).

NA Not available
(S) Suppressed - Estimates do not meet Bureau of the Census standard for publication.
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Table 4. Estimated Monthly Retail Sales by Selected Kinds of Business for Specified Areas and Cities

(Sales in millions of dollars)

Not adjusted Not adjusted
Area Area
Mar, 1979 Feb. 1979 Mar. Mar. 1979 Feb. 1979 Mar.
preliminary final 1978 preliminary final 1978
Standard Consolidated Areas! Standard Netropolitan
Chicago, 111.--Northwestern Statistical Areas’—Con.
1ndiana, total 2,697 2,327 2,526
Nondurable goods stores 1,798 1,536 1,730 Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn-~¥is.,
GAFZ........ 627 493 602 total... PR 859 2 762
Nondurable goods stores. 550 471 484
. . 4,735 4,155 4,077 GAFZ..... farersessacennasaacanee 216 180 212
Nondurable goods stores..... 3,340 2,939 2,977 Nassau-Suffolk, N.Y., total....... 973 844 885
Nondurable goods stores..... 655 586 607
GAF?...... errsesitireecea 231 193 200
Standard Metropolitan New York, N.Y.-N.J., total. 2,502 2,205 2,222
Statistical Areas! Nondurable goods stores. . 1,848 1,635 1,657
7.9 .. 731 592 665
Anaheim-Santa Ana-Garden Grove, Newark, N.J., total..,. 673 563 521 -
Calif., total... 882 73 772 Nondurable goods stores. . 405 359 381
Nondurable goods stores 536 461 482 GAFZ... 150 116 125
GAFZ..... eesaarean 213 182 191 Philadelphia, Pa.-N.J., total. . 1,445 1,188 1,380
Atlanta, Ga., GAFZ.. 190 134 188 Nondurable goods stores..... 992 854 962
Baltimore, Md., total.. 734 575 655 . 352 242 303
Nondurable goods stores 486 406 444 . 722 562 681
GAFZ.....ieueuinnagee 158 113 141 . 496 411 476
Boston, Mass., totall.. 1,146 1,013 1,089 GAFZ. . ienvuivrnernnenns .. 193 143 177
Nondurable goods stores.. 765 694 779 St. Louis, Mo.-Ill., total.. 683 575 623
GAF? eterer e 292 235 257 Nondurable goods stores. . 511 4hb 492
Buffalo, N.¥., total....evsessses 37 304 322 GAFZ...... 190 147 166
Nondurable goods stores 287 241 240 San Diego, Calif., total.. 630 544 499
Chicago, Ill., total......... 2,489 2,153 2,352 Nondurable goods stores. 363 316 315
Nondurable goods stores 1,675 1,434 1,621 GAFZ........ 164 139 144
2 591 466 567 San Francisco-Oakland, calit. )
Cincinnati, Ohin—Ky.-Ind s total 436 368 391 BOLALenseenrroosretananns 1,144 1,011 1,046
Nondurable goods stores..,. 325 276 290 Nondurable goods stores. 757 674 684
Cleveland, Ohio, total....... . 676 578 642 GAFZ. ..t ieesreccnosnnnnnnnn 294 254 279
Nondurable goods stores,,... 470 409 437 Seattle-Everett, Wash., total. . 610 522 551
GAF2,. P . 161 127 154 Nondurable goods stores. . 388 340 365
Dallas-Fort Worth, Tex., total. 1,154 983 1,037 Washington, D.C.-Md.-Va., total... 1,088 876 1,001
Nondurable goods stores 652 559 635 Nondurable goods Stores..... 718 604 642
GAFY........l. Cereaneae . 264 206 237 GAFZ..iivieerecencnnnnns 281 213 262
Detroit, Mich., total..... 1,808 1,525 1,576
Nondurable goods stores 1,041 885 925
GAF?...... e 406 EE 383 Cities
Houston, Tex., total... 1,196 1,018 1,044
Nondurable good! stores 740 632 601 Chicago, I1l., total.... 814 734 831
GAF?....... PN vers 282 230 261 Nondurable goods stores. 563 489 606
Kansas City, o, ~Kans. , total 59% 505 557 GAFZ. . cuieiinrnnniuenanen 202 163 193
Nondurable goods stores kL3 326 340 Detroit, Mich., total. 306 262 293
GAFZ, . viieeerannnrrnionn 131 102 122 Nondurable goods stores 206 180 202
Los Angeles-Long Beach, Calif GAFZ. . .ieieeenecannnnnas 43 . 38 47
L L17:S PN 2,482 2,173 2,155 Los Angeles, Calif., total.. 875 782 726
Nondurable rvoods stores 1,606 1,405 1,468 Nondurable goods stores 648 575 571
GAFZ i iviieineinnin,s 651 563 582 GAF?......... 231 199 193
Miami, FltL, total..... 591 557 558 New York, N.Y., total....... . 1,675 1,487 1,507
Nondurable goods 373 342 337 . 1,273 1,128 1,140
GAFZ. .. ieerierinnanns 150 134 137 GAFZ...... 512 413 494
Milwaukee, Wis., total...... 515 447 509 Philadelphia, Pa., total.... 416 357 392
Nondurable goods 312 268 304 Nondurable goods stores. 332 291 327
GAFZ... 119 103 124 GAFZ. . eiinnvrnunorennsncns 103 73 89

lpefinitions of standard consolidated areas and standard metropolitan statistical areas are shown in the Monthly Retail Trade Report BR- 79-3
2Includes the following: General merchandise group stores (SIC 53); apparel and accessory stores (SIC 56); furniture, hame furnishings and equipment
stores (SIC 57): and miscellaneous shopping goods stores (SIC 594). GAF represents stores which specialize in department store types of merchandise.
3Statistics for the Boston SMSA include retall establishments in all Essex, Middlesex, Norfolk, Plymouth and Suffolk Counties.




