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Advance U.S. retail sales for Necember, adjusted for seasonal, holiday, and trading-day differences but not for price
changes, were $102.1 hillion, up 0.1 percent from the revised November level of $102.0 billion and 10.4 percent ahove
year-ago sales. This slight increase follows three monthly increases of greater than 1 percent. (The revised November
estimate represented an increase of 1.1 percent from October.) Fxcluding the automotive group, total sales declined
0.6 percent from Novemher hut were 7.2 percent above December 1982 sales.

Sales of durahle qoods rose 1.6 percent from November and 20.6 percent over the year-ago level. Automotive group sales
increased for the faurth consecutive month, up 2.9 percent from November and 24.8 percent above the previous year.
After a decline of 0.9 percent last month, furniture group sales rose 3.4 percent in December. Building materials dealers

were the only major durable kind-of-husiness qroup showing a decline, down 3.5 percent from November, hbut up 15.0 percent
from December 1982.

Nondurable goods sales decreased 0.7 percent from November but remained about 6 percent abowe the previous year level.
This is only the third decline in nondurahle goods sales this year and is the largest decrease since March 1982. Sales
in these qgroups may have been adversely affected hy the unusually had weather in December. All of the major kinds of
husiness in the nondurable goods group showed a decline except for the general merchandise group, which increased
0.2 percent from Novemher and 7.2 percent ahove Necember 1982, The largest month-to-month drop was for gasoline service

stations, with December sales down 1.9 percent from November and 0,3 percent below the previous year. This is the first
year-to—year decline since April 1983,

For a description of the sample design and reliability of the data, see hack page.

€ Advance Monthly Retail Sales Report for January is scheduled to he released February 14, 1984, at 8:30 a.m.

ESTIMATED MONTHLY RETAILSALES
January 1981—December 1983
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Inquiries concerning this report should be addressed to Ronald Piencykoski, Business Division,
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C. 20233. Telephone (301} 763-5294.
gNY OF ¢ The Advance Monthly Retail Sales report, the Monthly Retall Tra&o ro‘p'o‘rt,_an—d
s °~, the Annual Retail Trade report are available on a single subscription from the
& ”h Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington,
q M US Depanment Of Commerce D.C. 20402, at $39 per vear, Add $9.75 for each subgcriptlon 108 f'oroign
. P ; BUREAUOF T Romiteances from arergn counies mur be by Ineernationsl money order or by
¢ P ittances from foreign countries mu y internationa
”», $ j’ HE CENSUS a draft on a U.S, bank, Single copies of the Advance Monthly Retail Sales report
°,,,‘",°' o are for sale by Subscriber Services (Publications), Bureau of the Census,

Washington, D.C, 20233, 1t $1.75 each.




Table 1. Estimated ,lglfmt'hly Retail Saless, by Kind of Business

ales in millions of doliars

Not adjusted Adjusted?!
12 month total 1983 1982 1983 1982
SIC
code Kind of business Percent .
change Dec.? Nov. Oct. Dec.? Nov. Oct.
1983 from advance | prelia. final Dec. Nov. advance | prelie. final Dec. Nov.
1982
Retail trade, total.......... 1.173.801 9.1 125.149 103,819 100,665 113.189 94.196 | 102.059 101.981 100.841 92,459 92.492
Total (excl. auto group). 952,824 +6.7 106, 584 84,832 81,455 98,229 77.963 81.190 81.694 81.472 75.732 75.388
Durable goods stores, total 378,564 -18.0 37.167 33,455 33,037 31,142 28,423 34.654 34,111 33.092 28,723 28,721
52 Building mat., hardware, garden
supply, and mobile home dealers. 56,461 +15.3 4,366 4,862 5,257 3,864 4,039 4,766 4,941 4,793 4.143 4.057
521,31 Building mat. and supply atores (e} le ‘e 3,597 3.926 2,650 2,901 o) 3.597 3,474 3.018 2,864
525 Hardware stores................ (e} (o) ‘o) 745 728 808 687 e} 744 17 674 682
55 ex. 554 | Automotive dealers.......... PN 220,977 +21.2 18.565 18,987 19,210 14,960 16,233 20.869 20,287 19.369 16.727 17.104
551,2,5, Motor vehicle and miscellaneous
6,79 automotive dealers.......... .. 197,866 +22.5 16,450 16,872 17,141 13,154 14,395 18,?00 1@,220 1?.402 14,965 1?,298
551 Motor vehicle (franchised)... (=) {e le) 15,361 15,502 12,009 13,140 o) ‘NA) NA ) NA) ‘NA)
553 Auto and bome supply stores.... e} () a) 2,115 2,069 1,806 1,838 ‘e) 2,067 1,967 1,762 1.806
57 Furniture, home furnishings, and
€qUIpment BEOrem.......n.crness. 51,778 11.3 5,991 4,847 4,455 5,318 4,193 ,605 4.452 4.491 4,100 3.868
571 Purniture sad home furnishings. e} () (o) 2,869 2,704 2,684 2,442 e) 2,630 2.715 2.324 2,249
5722,32 Household appliaace, radio,
and TV StOres........... . (o) (o) i) 1,647 1,445 2,081 1,421 ) 1.501 1.460 1,455 1.301
5722 Household appliance stores... ‘o) e o) 746 672 821 648 e} NA) ‘NA) NA) NA)
Nondurahle goods total..... 795,237 5.4 87,982 70,364 67.628 82,047 65,773 67.405 67.870 67.749 63,736 63,771
53 Geueral merchandise group stores. 141,407 +1.7 23,081 14,601 11,939 21,238 13,197} 12,235 12,207 11.904 11,410 11,043
531 Department stores.... 115,614 8.0 18.665 11,896 9,797 17,149 10,705 9,960 9,946 9.758 9.265 8.928
533 Variety stores... .. fe) (») (o) 855 744 1,429 70| () 811 765 T4h 729
539 Miec. general mdse. storse..... i) (=) {*) 1,850 1,398 2,660 1,722 K] 1.450 1,381 1.401 1,386
54 Food atores........ eeresnanaaneas 263.866 A 24,781 21.951 22,145 23,608 20.680 22,117 22,449 22,445 21,423 21,333
541 Grocery storee.......c...vce0ess 247.913 4.8 23,126 20,647 20,852 22,052 19,385 20,759 21,068 21,084 20,139 19.964
554 Gasoline service statioos........ 104,006 -0.6 8,706 8,654 8,940 8,706 8.585 8.603 8.768 8.904 8.628 8,733
56 Apparel and acceasory atores..... 54,876 15.5 8.095 5,209 4,692 7,232 4,762 4.745 4,764 4.638 4.341 4.354
561 Men's and boys' clothing and i
furnishings stores........ e .) .) (o) 809 702 1,316 787 *) 701 687 682 680
562,3,8 Women's clothing, mpecialty
atores, furriers..... .. ) i*) (*) 2,078 1,878 2,649 1,768 . 1,912 1.823 1,638 1,626
565 Femily clothing stores . () (o) (o) 1,062 909 1,645 971 [e) NA) NA) ‘NA) NA)
566 Shoe StOTes.......ceveennnn.... (+) o) ") 942 915 1,133 861 ) 890 891 813 818
58 Esting snd drinking places....... 119,529 +11.3 10,227 9,713 10,417 9,382 8,878 10,136 10,298 10,233 9.345 9.345
591 Drug and proprietary atores...... 39,092 +9.0 4,525 3,274 3,189 4,171 3,021 3.293 3.337 3.315 3,016 3.067
592 LiGUOr stores...........vouunou.. (e} (=) (o) 1,623 1,566 2,197 1,559 ) 1.623 1.618 1.548 1.565
5961(pt.) | Mail-order houses (department .
store merchandise)....... (o) (o) te) 625 541 540 589 .) NA) NA N NA)
53,56,57 , , . .
90 GAPY . i tiieineeeeeeeanaraians re) (+) (») 28,357 24,161] 40,087| 25,448 ) NA) NA) NA) NA)
%Advance estimates are not available from the subssmple panel for these kinds of busineea.
NA Not available.

!Data sdjusted for seasonal variatione, boliday, and trading-day differences.
Ipdvacce eatimates are based on early reporting by a sasll subsample of the ful
JGAF represents storea which specialize in depsrtment store types of

Note:

Totals incilude data for kinds of business not shown separately.

1 survey panel.
werchandise.

(See Explanatory Material in the Monthly Retail Trade Report, BR-83-11).
All other estimates are based on the full sample.



Table 2. Percent Change in Estimated Monthiy Retail Sales, by Kind of Business for the United States

(Ad justed for seasonal variations, holiday, and trading-day differences)
Percent change
Oct, 1983
Dec. 19R3 Nov, 1983 through
SIC Kind of business advance from-- preliminary from-- NDec, 1983
code
July 1983| Oct. 1982
Nov. 1983 | Dec. 1982 | Oct. 1983 | Nov. 1982 through through
prelim. final final final Sep. 1983} Dec. 1982
Retail trade, total...uieeeeeoneecencans +0.1 +10.4 +1.1 +10.3 +2.8 +10,5
Total (excl. automotive group)..... -0.6 +7.2 +0,3 +8.4 +1.4 +8.0
Durable goods stores, total.....cses. +1.6 +20.6 +3.1 +18.8 +6.6 +20.4
52 Building materials, hardware, garden
supply, and mohile home dealerS.......c... -3.5 +15.0 +3.1 +21.8 +0.6 +18.6
55 ex. 554 | Automotive dealersS..ieiieeeeeneesocceroonss +2.9 +24.8 +4.7 +18.6 +9.0 +22.2
551,2,5, Motor vehicle and miscellaneous auto-
6,7,9 MOLive ACAlerS.veceseussanessssoansoannaa +3.2 +25.6 +4.7 +19.1 +9.7 +23.2
57 Furniture, home furnishings, and equipment
SEOr@S.ciuenernsososssttocaasacscansssssnvones +3.4 +12.3 -0.9 +15.1 +2.5 +14.R
Nondurable goods stores, total....... -0.7 +5.8 +0,2 +6.4 +1.0 +6.2
53 General merchandise group StoresS......eee.. +0,2 +7.2 +2.5 +10,5 +3.1 +9.1
531 Department StOreS.....cceveeansssecnnnnes +0,1 +7.5 +1.9 +11.4 +2.8 +9.6
54 FOOd StOreS.sseeveerecnnssasnsosennsaoncans -1.5 +3.2 0.0 +5,2 +0.3 +4.5
541 GrOCery StOreS..cicescsecesoscransscannss -1.5 +3.1 -0.1 +5.5 +0.3 +4.7
554 Gasoline service StatioNS.i.ieeeeesecsescons -1.9 ~0.,3 -1.5 +0,4 -1.8 +0.6
56 Apparel and accesSSOry StOreS...scevescece.. ~0.4 +9.3 +2.7 +9.4 +4.6 +9.0
S8 Eating and drinking placeS...eeeeeececansss -1.6 +8.5 +0.6 +10.2 +1.4 +9.5
1 Drug and proprietary StOreS....eseeceeccces -1.3 +9,2 +0.7 +8.8 +0.4 +9.,0
Table 3. Estimated Monthly Retail Sales of Group || Companies, by Kind of Business
(Sales in millions of dollars)
Not adjusted Adjusted?
sIC Kind of business
code Nov, 1983 Oct. 19R3 Nov, Nov. 1983 Oct. 19R3 Nowv.
prelim, final 1982 prelim, final 1982
Retail trade, totali..iieeseesesennnnns 38,319 35,097 35,274 35,584 35,196 32,817
53 General merchandise Qroup StOreS........... 13,344 10,832 12,020 11,070 10,843 9,934
531 Nepartment StOreS...veeeviecaccansessesns 11,456 9,414 10,291 9,571 9,395 8,547
533 Variety StOreS..uieesicissscnccsscnnssans 671 583 633 627 607 588
539 Miscellaneous general merchandise stores. 1,217 835 1,096 (NA) (NA) (NA)
54 FOOd 8tOreS...icviiuinsrcrorsnsersacsnsacnns 11,789 11,746 11,135 (NA) (NA) (NA)
541 Grocery SUOL@S.setencnsrsasonsnasonensssas 11,634 11,595 10,987 11,884 11, 748 11,257
56 Apparel and accesSSOry StoreS....eeeececesee 2,201 1,890 1,934 1,948 1,876 1,725
562,3,8 Women's clothing, specialty stores,
fUTriers.sieieerenssioeninenscanencnonns 945 R23 803 .46 808 723
566 ShO@ StOreS...otertrsrnnesansnansesoceses 443 410 393 413 412 368
591 Drug stores and proprietary storeS......... 1,841 1,747 1,625 1,892 1,864 1,651

'Data adjusted for seasonal variations,
Monthly Retail Trade Report, RR-83-]11).

Note:

ccording to the most recent update of multi
ales size exceeded specified dollar volume

holiday, and trading-day differences. (See Explanatory Material in the

The Group II component or tne sampie consists of companies which had 11 or more retail establishments
-establishment files and which were selected with certainty (i.e., their
cutoffs which vary by kind of business).
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Table 4. Sampling Variability of and Revision to Advance-to-PreIiminary Estimate

Estimated coefficient
of variation in percent
of the advance-to-

5 reliminary ratio
s1c Kind of husiness P 4

Preliminary-to-final percent change
minus the
advance-to-preliminary percent change

code
Range' Range? Average
Median Mean of absolute
From To From To difference
Retail trade, totBl...c.eveevescannes 0.6 0.8 0.8 -0.8 | +1.4 0.1 . 0.6
Total (excl, automotive group)....,. 0.7 0.9 0.8 -1.1 +0.9 0.1 0.5
Durable goods stores, total,,....ccevee 1.2 2.1 1.5 -3.7 «2.3 0.2 1.2
52 Building materials, hardware, garden
supply, and mobile home dealers........... 1.6 4.2 2.4 —4.7 -4.9 +0.4 2.5
55 ex. 554 | Automotive dealers....c.eecevacecovccscnscs 1.5 2.7 2.0 —4.5 «2.7 0.2 1.6
551,2,5, Motor vehicle and miscellaneous auto-
6,7,9 MOtive deBlerS..veceecorvenvasoscnnssone 1.1 2.3 1.6 —4.6 | +3.0 -0.2 1.8
57 Furniture, home furnishings, and equipment
SLOTEB.cscenocrosccanrsnsncsssossssosnonns 1.6 6.7 2.7 -2.7 | +3.9 +0.2 1.9
Nondurable goods atores, total......... 0.6 0.8 0.7 -0.8, | +0.9 -0.1 0.6
53 General merchandise Froup StOTr€S.......o... 0.4 0.7 0.5 -1.8 +2.2 0.1 1.1
531 Department StOreS.seeceececeees cerecnecnan 0.2 0.5 0.3 -1.3 -2.6 -0.1 0.9
54 FOOd StOTeS...eeeeceseracnsersosnsssasansoas 0.7 1.6 1.0 -1.6 | +1.4 0.1 0.7
541 GrOCery StOreB.,cessescvsarvenssconccsonse 0.3 0.7 0.4 -1.6 1.4 0.2 0.7
554 Gasoline service St8t1ONB......cee0ve0ee00s| 0.7 1.2 1.0 -3.6 | 3.2 -0.1 1.4
56 Apparel and 8CCeSB8OrY BLOYeB.,..ccecvecncss 1.2 3.0 1.9 -3.6 +8.7 +0.4 2,1
58 Eating and drinking places......-.croecnees 0.8 1.5 1.0 -3.0 +4.0 +0.5 1.5
591 Drug stores and proprietary storeS......... 0.3 2.5 1.1 -1.9 +2.4 0.2 0.9

IThe ranges of sampling variability shown are based on sales estimates unadjusted for seasonal variation, holiday, and
trading—day differences for the data months of January—December 1982.

2The ranges shown for the retail trade total are based on sales estimates adjuated for.seasonal variations, holiday, and

trading—day differences for the l2-month period, December 1982—November 1983. The ranges for all other totals and kinds of business
are based on the 12-month period January—December 1982.

Note: See appendix B, Reliability of Data, in the Monthly Retail Trade Report for a discussion on the measures of sampling
variability.

Sample Design and Reliability of Data

The advance sales estimates are based on early reporting of sales by a smll subsample of the Bureau's retail survey
panel. Pecause of the early reporting, the advance estimates can differ from the subsequent estimates which are hased
on monthly reports obtained from the full sample of retail stores. In addition, sampling variability between the sub-
sample usert for the advance estimates and the full sample can cause a difference. For most months, such differences have

been reduced by modifying the advance estimates prior to publication on the basis of the relationship between the
advance and full sample data for previous months,

Percentage differences between advance and full sample preliminary estimates of month-to-month percentage change in
seasonally adjusted total retail store sales have ranged from approximately -0.8 percent to +1.4 percent with the
average of the ahsolute differences ahout N.6 percent for the past 12 months. For individual kind-of-business groups,

these differences tend to be higher. Sampling variability of and revisions to advance-to-preliminary estimates are shown
in table 4 helow.

Pr:elimin‘.ary esti.mgtes for November 1983 and final estimates for October 1983 based on the full sample will be published
later this month in the Monthly Retail Trade Report for Novemher (BR-83-11). The complete report will provide sales

est_imates in greater detail and will present a description of revisions, and the techniques used in developing the
estimates. The complete report will include additional measures of sampling variability.
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