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Value of wholésale trade increased 12 percent in March 1936 from March 1935, -

'+ according to reports submitted by 1,045 wholesdlers in the monthly joint study of . -
the Wationbl Assoclation of Credit Men and the Burean of Porelgn and Domestic Com-
.merce; Department. of Commerce. In comparison with the' preceding month of February, .
total net sales .in March this year, _without”a.djuatmant for seasonal influences,

- increased about 16 percent. : ' : T

. This 1s a new study, figures Tor which were collacted for the.first tims by this’

"Burean in- January 1936. Although the fumber of reporting firue has. increased. since
Jamiary, the number is still under what is regarded as an adequate sample; particu-
larl§ when the s’am;ble is broken down for various 1ines-of trade.; The figures are .re-

"leased at this tinie because of a wiléspread interest in them-and because it i3 belisval

that in a short time the ‘sample will be built up until it »in-tl;giéug}xly reprepenta:ltivé.-‘

‘Bach of. the 19 trade groups shown registered increases in total net sales for
March this year over the 8ame ‘month last year, the increases ranging from 3.5 per-
cent for the meats and meat products group to 49.5 percent for the, lumber and:
building material group. Im comparison with February 1936, all .of the groups
likewige showed an increase with the exception of farm products (consumer goods),
which group had & decrease of 11.6 percent. . o : L

. Total sales of the 1u'mbei-“and,hn11ding material, machinery, equipmest aad sup-
plies, and electricdl goods groups showed exceptional gains from a year ago, .the -

" percentages of increase being aspproximately 50 percent, 38 percent, and %_percen’}.

respectively. Without adjustment. for seasonal variations, hardware, shoes, plumb-

ing and heating. equipment, and electrical goods registerad ﬁh;fked increases from
February to March 1936, . ' ’ .

Results are presented separately by certaln geographical regions for a fow of
Yhe wholesale trade groups where a sufficient number of reports were received. On
this basis, incresses in March 1936 sales from a yeanr 8g0 Were noted for &1l grou;';'sf
and in all sections of the country,  both electrical £00ds. and hardware Fegisterins
markéd gains in the East Horth Central and West Central States.’ o

A total of B3¢ wholesalers submitted percentages of _collection&,du;%ing &lven
months to acecounts receivable at the beginning of the months, The median percent-
age figure for all firms was higher in March this yeérithax;_ in either the praceding
month of February or Harch-a year ago. 'The collection figures wors €6.8 percent
for March 1936 and 64.3 percent for both Pebruary 1936 and March 1935. In reflect-
ing the average sxperisnce of the reporting establishments it was fult that the
median percentage was the most suitable average to0 employ. This method gives
equal weight. to all firms regardless of the wolume of business done aad the figure

is. obtained by arraylng the individusl collection percentages in order of magnitude
and selecting the middle item. - ' o :

Twelve of the 19 vholssale groups repotting averaged a highef collection per-
centage for March 1938 than for March 1935. 'The greatest relative increade was
registered by the machinery, equipment and ‘supnlies group, the collection figures

belng 72.6 pertent for March this year as compared with 63,6 for the same month
last year. ) ’

The highest collection percentages were shown by the meats and meat products
group, the wedlan collection figures being 101.7 percent for March and 101 perceat
for FPebruary this year, and 103 percent for March last year. These high percent-
ages indicate that the terms of sale prevailing in this trade are, in gonoral, 30
days or less. Where this condition exists, the: collection percentages calenlated
by the method followed in the study exceed 100, -which figure indicates that, on
the average, accounts receivdble are paid in thirty days. '

. Detailed figires are presented in the fbllqwing tabled and chart:
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WHOLESALERS® SALES. A¥D COI&EGTIOES OK ACCOUNTS RECENABIE
MARCH, 1936

Sales Reported

tParcent® of collections dur-

« }gumber of - fumber of
tat of tustass iy | umsmds of dolwre  Tere 0 peroents M, g math b e e
o siness :r@:{ti.ng: ‘March : March :February: March :February: rﬁ:or:i.ng s Median percentases
. . 2 ®1°8 . 036 ¢ jowm ;1936 ;1935 : 1936  ;ooriectioms i ioz6rMar, 1937:¥eb.1936
Brtonotive productSeeseeccssessosossesssssoncarvns ug 2,028 1,789 1,762 +13.4 - ¢15.1° 3% 5302 565 - . 55.9
Chomicsle¥¥ e eocncenooosocovrrnonoorssonscscassccs - — —— L e - - — o - =
Glothing and furnishings, s%cept £ho6Scoccvococcns 19 1,976 1,739 1,625  ¢13.6  #21.6 8 kg.5 Y5 46.0
Shoos and OLGE SOOVERSs.-.rscssecusrsrissisassse 39 14085 13,375 10,888 ¢ 5.3  +29.4 17 1.0 k.0 33.6
2] 080 B0 E0sNPes0EE0000IT0EDETREOERRTR00 0058 0E — gl —— — " —— - - - * i
Drugs And ATUZ SUDATIEBeecceccncccocvccsconcononns 81 . 10,989 9,617 10,294  +14.3 & 6.8 29° 65.2 65.0 6604
DIY B00GScsecocoorcanssoascorsosonnsorovecssannass g2 __ 12,247 11,020 10,356 4111 18.3 33 - M5 k2.2 k1.8
Eloctrical £0008.sscracesonsosecnscscosscsnvnsncss 87 6,877 5,048 5,380  436.2  427.8 27 83,1 79.3 THeT
Farm products{consumer g003E}.ccescroscosssnsassse 21 ,76“ 2,437 3.125 +13.%  =11.6 26 96T - 14?& o5 91.2
Furniture and house Furnishingsceccesccssececscnss 31 1,759 1,557 _#13.0  $20.6 13 m;.o _ " 37.5
Groceries and foods, except farm productsScececcecss 238 29,710 28,147 27,637 6 5.6 & 7.5 97 93.6 85,0
Moots and meat ProduCtSescecocossesesssveccscessons 19 8,570 8,279 2 3.5 ¢ 1.7 18 101.7 103. 101.0
HATAWRT G0 coroancssocossosnssssonssaossnnsobssesunes 113 13,595 11,218 10 288 $2l.2  #32.1 ho 50.% 500 47.3
J ewelry and optical £000Scesecccccncsssssoscnssans 16 2 - 387, oo s2h. 5  $20.5 e e - w—
Lumber and building meterieli.cesceesssecccsnsesos 16 867 . 580 728 49,5  #1S.1 16 545 5245 51.5
Machinery, equipment and supplies, except ) ' . : : ' : . .
€LECETLCE Lo csorensasssasenaasonnvsosrsanens: 4o 2,956 . 2,1 2,418  +38.2  #22.3 725 636 T3

Hetals® ¥ eoaecsacncncsncasoscasonanconronscornosnsn
Peaper and its productsceecccrcoccccecccccnccscoses

g W72 B,27L K005 e M ell] 67.9 68.5 67:0
Potroleum and its productececeecssesecscronscscens )4.9'2 1,528 1,385

28
%0
1,388 $10.3  10.1 ns_ 7.0 73.0 6l 6
1
13

Plumbing and heating equipment and suppliesecccess 1,889 ,389 1,489 36,0  426.9 61.0 58.0 56.7
Tobacco and 156 ProduCES.cecsccssscssesnsssrennsos 13 1,440 1,306 1,338 410.3 - ¢ 7.6 . 98.0 0.2 1010
Biscellensous,. 50taleceecccsvscoosscescnoccecnsass 42 3,030 2, 2,781 - 419.1 % 9.0 5 7005 61.6 . 60.3
Leathér and loather 20048%%ccc.siececccncsescns -— -— L e o — -— — o Come sl
Beer, wines and spirituous Iiquors®®.ccecvecsos i - — — - L e o o o= o
TObEL e oo e oroorsoorssnresssecosbosonscs 105 121,266 108,231 105,788 uz.o au. -~ B34 66,8 4.3 &.3

#These figures should not be related o0 sales figures for current month. '.Ehay represent only ratio of collections dnring that month to a.ccaunts
receivable at beginning of month, The wide d.ifferances existing between the percentagas for various kinds of business is pzincipelly due %o

- variations ir terms of sales.
*¢Ingufficient number of reports at _present to ahcw regsults aeparately' figurea now mluﬂ.ed with. l{iscella.nem
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WEOLESALERS' SALES AND COLLECTIONS ON ACCOUNTS gncmv.usm. BY GEOGRAPHIGAL REGIONS
MARCH, 1936 -

(Results shown ounly separately for those tredes baving a sufficient
number of reports for one or more regions*.)

' : Sales reported sPercent® of colléctions dur-
Number of rh:mher of
H Mar, 1936 percent- ting month to accounts recelve
firms . Thousands of dollars taze ol o from: firms iable st beginni ? montl

i f Y . o
Eind of business and region Teporting, yoron i Narch iFebruary: Warch :Februsry: 1oPOTVings . Medizn percen 5

ee vo an an s
os ae .. ..

sales . 1036 ;. 193 : 1936 : 19735 : 1936 °0Liections ot Mar, 1935:Febs 1936
Automotive products, tOLEL..cveeceiocreccasennn kg 2,008 1,789 1,762 #4134 . +15.1 34 59,2 5605 5]
East North Centreloecevescesssceos 212 7h - hhga 333 +18.8 + 7s7 10 50¢ 3 5060 38.8
Mountein and PacifiCesessecssssvssascrsnsnas 16 78 20 $18,3  +12.8 — — - -
Shoes gnd other fooiwear, t068lcceeserccccccss 39 14,08 13,37 10,888 + 2.3 2G4 17 4,0 42,0 33.6
Hiddle AL1antiC...ssvevscsncsscvcssonssovias 11 2,0 1,78 1,215 $1k.6 +68.2 - — - -
Wost Centrol.c.ecvceccrcsosensinssavasaonmne g 9,k09 9,181 Te399 % 2.5  +27.2 - — - -—
SOULRERS T Mo v o s s erevoncoarassosocesassssson 9 1,673 1,586 1,276+ g 231.1 7 45,0 il,g 2007
Drugs and drug sundries, t05aleee.sscacacrcoan g1 10,989 9,617 10 29’-(- 21,3 4 6.8 25 6602 650 66,1
Ezst North CentTal.seesseccccas 21 2,021 1,781 1,825  #13.5  #10.7 12 87.2 87.8 89.5
TeSt CONETALaersauccnorcarsnrrronnsossncnsns 27 3,678 3,027 M5 sl 4 To] - - - -
SOUtREREEETRe s versnivosonsocrrannocasonasona 14 1,279 1,129 1,189  +13.3 3+ T.b -— — — —
Mountain and PacifiC.cciaseccnrssionssonocss 15 3,245 3,013 35163 & 77 . % 2.6 — e -
Dry g00885, $050Lacnssccisvicnsvosrorsonosasras 82 12,247 11,020 10,326 §11.1 +18.3 33 5 o2 41,8
Middle AtlanticCescecccnoccocnnsncssasssesens 17 2,220 2,055 3 8.0 b3 - -— —
- Bast North Central.cu.cisesscosscoeanes 11 1,200 1,133 95h % 5.9 +25.8 9 ] Y2, 43.9
Host Centralescoosscsvrccsoasscsscosnasecncs 18 5,865 5,2&1 5,192  +11.9 +13.0 —— — —
SOULNGASEE e v oarteorrsressronsvarosoansaoas 17 1,943 1,649 1,U69  +17.8  +32.3 iz 39,4 4o.2 36.5
Mountein end PacifiCicescvesssvrosnarnsecess 18 998 gl 781 % 8.0 327.8 - - — —
Flectrical goods, $0%8Ll.civesstsssccocosoacncs 87 6,877 5,0U8 5,380  436.2  «27.8 27 83.1 79.3 4.7
East North Contral.c..coscceessssccnsacnssis L3 2,540 1,915 1,972 432.6  $28.8 - — — ——
West Centralecceocresssoavsnsencsss 11 865 T02 630 #23.2 23743 — — e—e —
Mountain end PacifiCecsaascosssescecscsssoen 19 2,467 1,605 1,977  $53.7  +24.8 — — - S
Groceries and £00ds, t0tBleccssoccacocscscsosns 238 29,710 28,147 27,637 + Bab + 75 97 93.6 83.0 85,0
Y1dd1le ALLantiCessssssecssrssssossasoonscass 7.714 7,097 70262 3 8.7 % 6.2 16 92.3 83,0 ~9g.9
Eeost North Contraleccesceocssscesocssonsonss 59 7,006 6,954 6,893 3 0.7  + 1.6 33 9lt,0 88,0
West CentTol.iesccicssscccacessnssoonancsrns 68k 6,185 6,083 3 3.1 % 9.9 12 96.0 30.5 90.5
SOULNOBEEOTRe e ras s searconracssrnncsvnsrassen 32 2,105 1,960 1,908 ¢ 7ol :.10.3 17 gk,2 92.0 81,8
Mountain end PacifiC.scescososessonacnvansos 38 5,901 5,350 5,205  $10.3 13, 1 92.& 96.2 58,8
Herdware, £0%8losecescscossoncessassonssossans 113 13,595 11,219, 10,299  +82l.2  $32.1 40 © 50 50,0 47,3
" MEAA1E AELADEAC aeneencrvatonnceranrioboon 12 622 56 k95 $13.9 25,7 — — - —
Erat Horth Contrel.csceccvosssnconsesacvsnes 28 3,261 2,680 2,262 2224  s¥45.0 16 52,1 5340 4.8
Fest Cenbrelicveveess 32 3,635 3,000 2,557  417.8  338.2 - — - -
SOGEREEBtOT T ¢ vsaotooicnn s teeenassccsonnent 15 1,798 1,3714 1,195 230,09  +50.5 ] kg8 50.0 39.8
Hountein and PocifiCess.cesersresoscasscssas 23 4,119 E, 17 3,613 205 4140 - — e -—
Peper and its products, t0%8lcsciccccconcosens 80 i k7o 271 2,005 s U7 $11.7 4o 679 68.5 67.0
Mi68Te At1aRtiCoscesrocscssstvovassscnsarsne 17 929 876 787 % 6.l $18.0 - — - —
Bagt North 0entrel..sscoccconcisessvocaossss 1 : . 860 gk 4 g.z + 9.8 13 77.0 69.0 7360
Mountain and PacifiCiecesrsscorevssoconnnces 30 1,847 1,775 1,691 ¢ Bl € 9.2 -~ - -~ -
Plumbing and hesting equipment and supplies, . .
t058Lccirsosensoctossosiorsirsansrsrone k2 1,889 1,3%51 1,489  436.0  +26.9 41 61,0 8.0 6oT .
Middle AtlantiCeesissecn 10 320 2 280 2.6 6l7.5 10 43,3 1.8 <5
Mountain and Pacifit.ie.ecscsnssassonsasosos 1 640 bzl Bol SM7.5 22,1 10 7062 72.8 62,2

Yew England(k&aine, New Hempshire; Vermont, Massachusetis, Rbode Island, amd Connecticut).

Middle Atlentic(New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania).

Southezstern(Delaware, Maryland, District.of Columbia, Virginia, West Virginias, Forth Carolina, South Carolims,
Georgis, Florida, Eentucky, Temmessee, Alsbama, and msslssippi.).

Best North Centrel(Ohio,. Indians, Illinois, Michigen, and ¥isconsin).

West Central(Minnesote, lowe, Missouri, North Dakota, South Dakota, Hebrasl:a. Eansas, Arkansas. Iouigians,
Olclehoms, and Iexas).

Yountain and Pacific(Yontana, Idaho, Wyoming, Coloradc, New i&ezlco, Arizons., Uteh, Hevada, Washington, Oregon,
and Californis.

¢States comprising regloms:
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W
. MARCH 1936
e MARCH-1936 COMPARED WITH MARCE 1935
EIND OF BUSINESS : ‘

% Increase
20 . -

 LUMBER AND BUILDING MATERTAL — + 49.5
MACH INERY BQUIPMENT AXD SUPPLIES 4 38.2
ELECTRICAL GOODS —— _ 4362
PLUMBING AND HEATING EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES — + 36.0
JEWELRY — - .45
EARDWAEE ‘ . s+=:.2
DRUGS AND DEUG SUNDRIES — —  +14.3
CLOTHING - AND FURﬁISHmGs, EXCEPT SHOES — —— 4 13.6 [

| AUICHOTIVE PRODUCTS V . 13.4
FARM PRODUCTS (CONSUMER-GOODS) — —+13.4
FURNITURE AXD HOUSE FURNISHINGS —— —— +13.0

' DRY GOODS —— : — #1151
PETROLEUK AND ITS PRODUCTS — +10.3

| TOBACCO AND .Ims.éaomrcms' : —— +10.3

| GHOCERIES AND FOODS . . + 5.6 |

| SHOES AND OTHER FOOTWEAR ' + 6.3 |
PAPER AND 175 PRODUCTS , 4 47 e
MEATS D MEAT PRODUCTS . S e 3.5

MISCELLANEQUS : ' ‘
7774 - — . — + 19.1
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WASHINGTON .
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND COLLECTIONS ON ACCOUNTS EECEIVABLE
APRIL 1936

Value of wholesale trade increased about 6 percent in April 1936 .frém April 1938,
according to reports submitted by 1,075 wholesalers in the monthly Joint study of the

National Associgtion of Credit Men and the Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce,

Department of Commerce. In comparison with the preceding month of March, total net
sales in April, without adjustment for seasonal influences, decreased 2.4 percent.

This is a new study, figures for which were collected for the first time by this
Bureaw in January 1936. Although the number of reporting firms has materially increased
gince January, the number is gtill under what is regarded as an adequate sample foy cer-
tain lines of trade. The figures are relessed at this time becauss of a widesprsad
interest in them and because it is believed that in a short time the sample will be
built up until 1t is thoroughly representative. ) )

With the exception df the shoe and grocery groups, all of the lines of Wholesele
$rade shown imn this report registered increases in total net sales for April this year

.over the same month last year, the increases renging from about 1 percent for the farm

products group to 42 percent for plumbing and heating equipment and supplies. In com~
parison with March 1936, 12 of the groups showed increases and 7 decreases. Among those
where sales declined, firms reporting sales of clothing and furnishmgs, and shoes had -
decreases of 32.7 percent and 15.7 percent, rsspectively.

Total sales of the plumbing and heating equipment and supplies, lumber and build=
ing material, and machinery, equipment and supply groups showed exceptional gains from
a year ago, the increases being approximatsly 42 percent for each of the firast two groups
and 28 percent for the latter group. Petroleum and its products and plumbing and heating
equipment and supplies registered marked increases from March to April 1936,

Results are presented separately by certalin geographical regions. These resultis
indicate that, with the exception of shoe and grocery wholesalers, increases in April

' ag compared with April a year ago wers noted im all sections of the country by the other

groups shown. Increasses greatly in excess of the average for certain trades were shown
in a number of regions, particularly in the Mountain and Pacific States.

‘Percentages of collections on accounts receivable for the months of March and April
this year and April a ysar ago were submitted by 531 wholesalers. Collections for all
firms were slightly higher in April this year than in either the preceding month of
March or of April a year ago. 1In April 1936, 71 percent of accounts recelvable were
collected, as compared with 68.4 percent for April a year ago and 69 percent for March
1936. 1In reflecting the average experience of the reporting establishments the median
percentage has been selected as the most sultable average. This method gives equal
weight to all firme regardless of the volume of business done and the figure is obitained
by arranging the individual collection percentages in order of size and selecting the
middle item. This procedure” tends to minimize fluctuations.

Niné of the 18 wholesale groups reporting showed a higher average collection per-
centage for April 1936 than for April 1935. The greatest relative increases in collec~

tions from a year ago were registered by the lumber and building material, mea.ts and
mesat products and automotive supplies.

The highest collection percentages were shown by the meabs and meat product group,
the medlan collection figures being 131.3 percent for April and 134.2 percent for March
this year, and 118.5 percent for April last year. These percentages indicate that
customers of these firms, on the average, took less than thirty days to pay for their

purchases. Where this condition exists, the collection percentages calculated by the

method followed in the study excesd 100, which figure indicates that, on the sverage,
accounts receivable are paid in thirty days.

Detailed figures are pregented in the following tables and chart:

#9505



SALES AND COLLECTIONS ON 4CCOUETS RECEIVABLE OF REPORTING WHOLESALERS IN X KINDS OF BUSINESS

LPRIL 1936
!Fumber of' Seles reported - ! Nagmber of :Percent: of collections dur-
: : H thpril 19 ercenb-: sing month to accounts receive
e A s firme : Thoussnds of dollars :aﬁe %gs grom: : firms | le at beginning of month
Eind of business reporting : : . reporting =——v
! sales °© kpril ¢ ALpril : March : April ¢ Merch ig51isctions® Median percentages
: : 1636 s 1925 1076 : 1935 & 1936 ¢ sApril 19363April 1935:Mar, 1936
Lutomobive SUDPLISS veessrercocoraancacnasae 54 1,627 1,467 1,539 10,9 $ 5.7 33 652 = 59,0 - 6063
Chemicale®® vecococnccacnnococosconsssnssdon - — - sl - .l Reang il = o=
Jlothing end furnishings, except sho®Scesece 22 2,492 2,187 2,70 +13.9 «Z2. T iz 2305 ?meo . 200
Shoes end Cher fOOLTEETcucereascnsasccsnsee 43 11,606 13,639 13,77 ~14.9 -15.7 T X7 7.0 o0 2,0
caazt$6'(-=0.erlt~Ct.Qt&usnue.b...cuo.noa.o.. —— — Lot et b R Raiad Rt hadend e
Drugs end Erug SUREriGSecieccscccrscccvncase g2 13,862 1z, 407 14,326 +11.7 - 3.2 3 ok, 5 Sgeo 70.2
DEY £000Scccccnctcrousscsocsnasssscnnescoton 95 12,500 - 11,556 13,639 & 8.2 - Bkt 3h . W 8 o6 45,1
Electricsl 2008Scerreccecscnscersosasscscasa &5 5,862 4,320 708 - +18.1 s 2.7 26 87.9 84,0 90,0
Farm products(consumer g008Sfacscecircavonse 29 3877 3,846 OO % 0.8 - 1,0 23 92.0 95,0 95.0
Forniture and house FfurnishingSecescccsceeccs is 2,811 1,986 2,063 11,3 % Te2 6 kg5 u7.0 47.5
Groceries and foods, except farm producisec. 241 28,746 29,058 28,912 - 1.l - 0eb g 93,0 90,0 92+3
Hects and meab ProéuctSeccccessceciccosvnoss 20 7.213 6,867 6,935 & 5.0 ¢ 4.0 18 131.3 118.5 131;;,2
BEr W Ge cooronssctascessotoorasesoncesesnce 136 16,123 13,85 15, +16.1 & 3.7 38 52.9 5303 9
Jewelry and opticel £008Scacecvocsracsnsosns 16 b53 38t - 38 +18.0 & 3ok Y - e woes
Iupber and builing materislccecccccccossnse i2 819 578 722 1.7 131 12 Ti.2  62.2 (398
Kackinery, equipment and supplies, . ’
ezoept electricBleccccsvisosevasscnesooe 37 1.992 1,.55% 2,21k +27.8 =10.0 26 67.3 " 6300 67.1
Eetale®™  coccccaccoscscscenosocscsnssnsnncces - " —— - — o e s o : e
Poper ond i%e prodUCESceeseveccscscvcasasene: 85 6,080 Be36% 5,980 $13.4 ¢ 1.7 4o 73.1 736 70.2
Petroleon end its productScecccessescecasecs Z 1.8u8 1,460 1,859 €238 +23.9 8 770 771 72.8
Flumbing =nd hesting equipment and supplies. 3 1,850 1,334 1,561 42,1 «21.5 33 : 575 58:3 59.5
Pobmooe and 155 ProductScccscscescccscsnnass ig 1,695 1,569 1,61k & 8,0 % 5.0 15 101.0  103.0 101.0
Hiscellenewus, t0b8leccocscrosccccrsencassns 3,907 3,521 3670 #11.0 © % 6.5 43 69.0 68,4 " 7060
Isather and leather goods®™cccoccrceccsee e e e = e o o o — et
Beer, wines and spirituous liguors®™.see. o e L e - sou s - ez, e -
BOBELowe coneencaconcoenncosecsce 1,075 124,769 117,555 127,845 & Bl R 531 710 68.4 69.0

“These figeres should not be related to seles figures for current month. They represent only ratie of collections duri:g that month to accounte
receiveble at beginning of month. The wide differences existing between the percentages for various kinds of business ove #ug principelly to

varigtions in terms of sales.
stlpeufficient merber of reperts st present t0 show results separately: figures now included with ¥iscellanecus.
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SLES AND COLLECTIONS ON ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE OF REPORTING wnongsums IN 9 KINDS OF BUSINESS, BT GEOGRAPHICAL REGIONS
APRIL 193 .

{Results shown only for those trades having a sufficient mumber of reports for one or more _regions'.)

sPercent® of collections durw

e S2llp_reported, Nomber of

Fumber bf

B § H
. B E tApril 1936 percente: 1ing month to accounts receiv~
. g Tims Thousands of dollers iaze cwse from: g  TITHS .7 at beginning of month
Kind of business and region sTepoTb NG T April ¢ March ¢ April ¢ March 3 reporting , Median percentages
s seles © Hore i l9ss s 1936 : 1975 1 1936 o0 otioms T 1936mapril 1935:er, 1936
Automotive supplies, totaliececess Yx 1,627 1,467 1,539 +10.9 + 5. 33 6502 59,0 60.3
East North Contraleveceseroarcess 12 3u7 323 325 & ol 6.8 ©o12 »9 63.5 .2
Mountain and PacifiCesceerecanes 11 283 238 25 +18.9 411.0 — — - —-—
Shoss end other footwear, total... Y3 11,606 13,639 13,77 14,9 =15.7 17 47.0 Yo - k2.0
Middle AtlantiCesescesoscesssacs 13 1,737 1,878 2,098 -~ 75 ~17.2 - — -— —
West ContTalocesoseeecivresnenss 10 8,159 9,930 9,587 ~17.8 ~1%.9 — —— - —
 SOUtREaEtE  Nesseasiosenssserrrnn 10 1,328 1,408 1,713 - 5eT -22,5 ~— - —
Drugs and drug sundries, totals.e. 92 13,862 12,407 14,326 +11.7 = 3,2 33 64,5 65.0 70.2
Fast North Contral..cieecreiecss 20 1,828 1,701 1.91? 4+ 7.5 - 6.0 -— —_— —
West Centrale...eeseevececessoss 28 4,728 3,971 4,73 +13.1 - 0,1 - —— — —
S50uthoasterNeeos s eernciveassaone 19 1,528 1,407 - 1,721 + 8.6 «11,2 o —-— — ——
Mountain and PacifiCeeeeessveves- 16 u,?g 4,106 4,513 + 8.5 - 1.2 -— — — ~
Dry goods, totalevecsose 95 12,500 11,556 13,639 + 8.2 - 8.l 34 .8 Wi,6 45,1
Middle AtlentiCeesscsosssseesass 19 2,685 2,22 2,712 #20.7 - 1,0 - - -
Bast North Centraleseessecsssess 10 1,139 1,092 1,192 + 4.3 = 44 9 43,6 6 0
‘West 0ontral.ieeiescssncsnosncee 22 5,370 5,130 6,188 + 4.7 ~13.2 -— — — -—
SOUtheasteTNiscrcsansnsosssnassso 26 2,336 2,177 2,620 + 7.3 ~10.8 11 43,1 ko4 5
Mountaln and PacifiCeeceseeeseos 17 951 o1k 906 + 40 + 550 — e - —
Electrical goods, tobaleceeesssess 65 5,862 4,920 5,708 +19,1 4 2.7 26 87.9 84.0 90.0
Middle AtlantiCoesesscsssscsoose 1 €0 70 726 +14,2 +10,9 — - o —
East North Centrasl 20 1,0 93 1,060 %17.3 + '2.3 — — - —
Wost Contraleeeevrcscacasessases 10 775 696 778 %11, -0, - - — —
Mountain and Pacificeceseveessss 16 2,119 1,551 2,162 336.6 ~ 2.0 - —— -— -
Groceries and foods, t0taleecesses 2k 28,746 29,059 28,912 - 1.1 - 0,6 9l 93.0 90.0 - 92.3
Hiddle AtlanticC.ecscesesoveesces 4y 6,682 6,784 7,129 - 1.5 - 6.3 17 97.0 89,0 91,5
East North Contraleceececececsss 5 6,660 7,263 6,426 -~ Bo3 % 346 29 93.0 86.0 94,0
West Centraliescssverovssecorecs Zﬁ 6,742 6.735 6,61l ¢ 0.1 %+ 1.9 13 91,0 100.1 94,0
Sottheasternaevssseses : 6 2,908 2,7 2,880 + 6.1 4 1.0 19 - 90,0 93.5" 94.0
Mountain and PacifiCsesvecssvsow 34 5,28 5,212 5,52 + 41 = 2.1 9. 105.0 99,0 103.0
Hordware, tot8lecsessccrscscancnes 136 16,123 13,855 15,548 +16.4 + 3.7 38 529 53,3 48,9
Middle AtlantiCececeeisesssssnss’ 26 1,570 1,406 1,268 +11.7 +23.,8 — - - —
Bast North Central..iieeveeosces 24 J186° 2,791 2,960 +14,2 + 7.6 11 48,9 51.0 L2
Wost Centralescscevesoncssovesen 33 ,O81 34593 k4,148 +13.6 - 1.6 — - C — -—
S0uBhensteTNee s sessrrsrsnerssens 32 2,883 2,579 3,202 +11.8 ~10,0 12 k5,1 Y3l 48,5
Mountain and Paciflceececeereess 20 Y, 261 3.358 3,852 +26, +10.6 - -— —_— -
Paper and its products, totalee.s 85 " 6,080 5,361 5,980 %13, 3+ 1.7 4o 73.1 73.6 70.2
Middle AtlantiCecssesssocecsesss 21 1,286 1,200 . 1,278 + 7.1 + 0,6 - - - —-—
Bast North Central.e...eeeeeecces m - 2,20 1,957 2,108 +12.6 + .5 12 70.9 72.8 72.0
West Centralas.esessssaceveocess 11 i 377 Y19 +13.0 1.7 9 77.0 7514 727
SoutheasterDe.ivsescecssorscoes 10 4o1 363 392 +10.5 + 2.3 — e —
Mountain and PacifiCicecsssosase 27 1,643 1,355 1,673 +21,3 - 1,8 — — - -
Plumbing end heating equipment. .. i i o
and supplies, t0t8leessrenses 34 1,896 1,334 1,561 2,1 21,5 33 37.5 38.3_ 22.5
Middle AtlantiCoceceosssvassvsss 10 385 329 329 +2U.6 #17.0 .5 .8 .2
Mountain and PacifiCesseecescscs 9 711 567 +li7.2 +25.1+ - — — -~

*States comprising regions: New England (Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhod.e Island, and Gonnechcu.t).
- Middle Atlantic (Wew York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania).

Southeastern (Delawa.re, Maryland, District of Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia, Forth caralina, Sou’r.h Ga.rol:.na,
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabapma, and Mississippi)e .

East North Central {Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin).

West Central (Minnesota, lowa, Missouri, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Arkausas, Loulslana,
Oklzhoma, and Texas).

Mounta.ln and Pacific (Montanaz, Idano, Wyoming, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, Nevade, Weshington, Oregon,
and. Callfom:.a)a )



FERCENTAGE OF CEANGE IN SALES OF 1075 WHOLESALERS IN 19 KII\TDS‘OF BUSINESS -

APRIL 1936 GOMPARED WITH APRIL 1935

. EIND OF BUSII\T.ESS: 4 Decrease % Increase
- PLUMBING AND mmm@ﬁwx%@ AND SUPPLIES * ho,1 5 . :
LUMBER AND BUILDING MATERIAL , ¢ 4.7 '
 MACHTWERY, EQUIPMENT AWD SUFPLIES s 27.8 [
PETROLEUM AND ITS PRODUGTS . + 23.8 |
- ELECTRICAL GOODS + 19.1 |
JEWELRY AND OPTICAL GOCDS - + 18.0
" HARDWARE | ' + 16,4 |
CLOTHING AND FURNISHINGS, EXCEPT SHOES | + 13.9 \I
PAPER AND ITS PRODUCTS | + 13.4 |
DRUGS AND DRUG SUNDRIES . ' + 11,7 |
FURNITURE AND HOUSE FURNISHINGS + 11,3 ]
AUTCMOTIVE SUPPLIES + 10,9 |
DRY GOODS T 4 g2 ‘
'TOBACCO AND ITS PRODUCTS | + 8.0 -
MEATS AND MEAT PRODUCTS + 5.0 — |
FARM PRODUCTS (CONSUMER GOODS) : + .8 |
MISCELLANECUS | | + 110 L
GROCERIES AND FOODS - 11 |
SHOES AND OTHER FOOTWEAR - 149
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For Release Not Farlier
than June 30, 1936
DEPARTMERT OF COMMERCH
Puresu of Foreign snd Domestle Coumerce
WASHINGTOWN

(Tn Cooperation with National Assuciation of .Credit Men)

WHOLESALERS® SALES AND COLLECTIONS Off ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE
‘ AT 1936

While value of wholessle trede increased slightly in May 1936 from May 1935,
collections on accounts receiveble remeined at the same rate over this period
according to reports of wholesalers in the monthly. joint etudy of the National
Association of Credit Men end the Bureaun of Povelgn and Domestic Commerce, Depart-
ment of Commerce. '

Total net sales of 1,203 reporting wholesalers increased about 3 percent in
May 1936 from May 1935, Without adjustment for sessonal influences, May 19%6 sales
registered a decline of less than 1 percent from April of this year,

This is & new study, figures for which were collected for the first time by
this Buresu in January 1936, Although the number of reporting firms has materially
increased since Januery, the number is still under what is regarded as an adequate
sample for certain lines of trade. The figures ars veleased at this time because
of a widespread interest in them and becasuse it is believed that in & short time
the sample will be built wup until it is thoroughly representetive,

With the exception of the shoe, clothing and furnishings, and grocery groups,
all of the lines of wholesale trade shown in this report registered inereases in
total net sales for May this year over the same month last year, the lncreases
ranging from about 2 percent for the tobacco and is products group to over 36 peve
cent for plumbing and heating equipment and supplies. In comparison with April 1936,
10 of the groups showsd increases and 9 decreasas.

Results presented separately by certain geographical regiong indlcate that with
the exception of shoe and grocery wholesalers, sales in May this year as compared
with May a year ago increased in all sections of the country. Herked galns wers
made by electrical goods and hardware wholesalers in the Bast Horth Centrel, West
Central and Mountain snd Pacific States, ‘

Percentages of collections on accounts receivable submitted by 561 wholesslers
were approximately the same for both April awd Hay this year and May a year ago, 69 -
percent. In reflecting the average experience of the reporting establishments the
median percentage has been selected as the most sultable average., This method glves
equal weight to all firms regardless of the voluwe of business done and the figure
is obtained by arranging the individual collection percentages in order of sizs and
selecting the middle item. This procedure tends to minimlze fluctuations.

Seven of the 18 wholesale groups reporiing whowad a higher average collection
percentage for May 1936 than for May 1925. %he greatest velative increases in
collections from a year ago were registored by slectvieal goods, and furniture and
hougse furnishing wholesalers.

The highest collection percentages were shown ty the meabts and meat products
group, the median collection figures being 116.0 pervcent for May and 115,6 percent
for April this year and 129.8 percent for May last year. These percentages indicate
that customers of these firms, on the average, took less than thirty days to pay for
their purchases., Where this condition exists, the collection percentages calculated
by thes method followed in the study exceed 100, which flgure indicetes that, on the
average, accounts receivable are paid in thivty days.

Detailed figures are presented in the folluwing tables and chart:
15y



“SALES AND COLLECTIONS ON ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE OF REPORTING WHOLESALERS IN 19 KINDS OF BUSINESS

M&Y 1936
: : Sales reporfed : tPercent® of collections dur-
Eu?::; °f: ¢ May-1936 parcent- H Nu;l;er of :ing month Yo accounts receiv-
: 8 i Thousends of dollars ~ ; ozo chanse from: : . -ios, . ‘sble st beginning of month
Eind of business JTeporting, Ty Mey ¢ April : May ¢ April i reporéing | Median percentages
; #8168 . 192c . 1938 . 1036 3 1935 3 1936 scorlections irorocMay 193nApril 1936
Ac:eo:zgvs BUDPLACE. e eecrereerncsocascnnccss “73 a;sger. 2.22% 2.1&?{8 41_8{.8 + 7.5 32 gi,a , 209 21&,2
Sm Bocconsossosconsssoccscesancossnnsas : 2 27 % 1B %+ Fe -4 ¥] 2o
Clothing and furniehings, except ehoesee.eeo - 23 - 1,491 1,617 2,143 - 7.8 =30 i1 70 6201 4.0
?;:;:‘and other fOOtWeaT e ococssnasnscscoos 46 13, 576 19,233 12,199 -29.4 +11.3 17 7.0 49,0 o0
Drugs and Grug SUnArios....v.evevsessoenenes 99 12,92% 12,188 13,589 # 6,0  =%9 2 . 782 11 73:9
Drygood&............-......-........-.--... . 100 - 1"".3”‘7 13.0)4 1 '800 + 9.9 - 3.1 . 36 )'"3.3- ' o2
Electrical £00G8ccicscssnnsosorsronsnannense 104 10,152 7,847 9,261 29,4 % 9.6 29 . 87.0 fms 834
Farm producte(consumer goods)............... 27 3.265 3.169 3,331 % 3.0 - 2.0 26 90.& 91.k 93.9
Furniture and house £urnishingSe.scececcsces 36 2,707 2,30k 2,587 +417.5 ¢ 4,6 ik 52,6 h7.2 15,5
Groceries and foods, except farm products... 276 33,193 33,986 33, 3821 S - 2.3 - 2.1 104 90.0 90,0 93.0
Meats and meat ProductBe.cosccccsoscossscsse 21 8. ko6 261 ¢ 2.8 ~10.4 18 116.6  129.8 115.6
HATAWAT@o o0 e e oessoosnssonsssossassasnsssases 150 18,h564 15,615 17 h67 18,2 % 5.7 us5 5640 52.2 52.1
Jewelry and optical g008Ec..cccoccoccconsscs 17 479 397 gag #20.7 ~10.1 - - e e
Lumber and building materislececosesscsccsos 1l 1,024 772 { %32.6 % 8.9 51} 56.2 62,6 613
i Machinery, equipment and supplies, ) .
except eloctrical.cocccoscscossncrsassons i o 2,199 1,885 2,189 +16.7 ¢ 0.5 27. 67.0 68.8 68,0
Netals‘:c.olicl.-uQ.o.Ol.t.oaa-ccl...ooo.t.c. . —— —— it - wene . wme haaad had .
Poper and 1t ProductBecoescsscrovscsssosnss g8 5,070 4,672 5,259 & 8.5 - 3.6 by 67+5 72,0 150
Petroleun and its producte®™.cccoscosccovcon - - - - = = —— — .- e
~Plupbing ané hesting equipment =nd supplies. 38 2,276 1,669 2,219 €361 @ 2.6 36 62.7 65,6 60.8
Pobacoo and it8 ProdusEBececcocsscsssnscvcss 15. 1,606 1,577 1,603 ¢ 1.8 & 0.2 15 1040 112.0 103.0
Miscellaneous, €0Gakecscecsoccsscacssasnceos 5,283 - 4,763 5,920 €10.5 ~11.1 g 69.0 670 68.3
Leatlier and lesther go0ds®®c...cvisecnsccs - - - - - e e = = -
Beef, wines and spiritucus 11quoTe®®.ccee o et — - = s - - - =
' Boteleee.roveeerreriniieneneee 1,223 139,439 135,M62 140,155 429 =05 561 69.0 68,9 69.0

They represent only ratic of collections during that month bo accounis

“Thege figures should not be related to ssles figures for current month,
the percentages for various kinds of business are due principally %o

receivable at beginming of month. The wide differences exis'cing betweon

variastions in terms of sales.
s¢Ingufficient mumber of reports at present to show results sepa.rately; figures now included with Miscellansous.
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SALES AND COLLECTIONS ON ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE OF REPORTING waomémms IN 9 XIRDS OF BUSINESS, BY GEOGRAPHICAL REGIONS
MAY 193

(Results shown only for those trades having a sufficient number of reports for one or more regicns*.)

H B Sales reported : sPercent® of collections dur-
Ku??:;:f: : May 1933 percent- Hm;’::;sof ting month to accounts receiv-

; B Thousands of dollars :_age change from: : :_able at beginnine of month
Kind of business and region jTeporting ——j Yoy T April s ue; T April ; Teporting . Modian parcsntases
: %188 1936 : 19%  : 1936 & 197 ; 1936 sootectlons g3k iay 193 April 1536
Automotive supplies, t0%8l.eecseesss 72 2,621 2,207 2,438 +18,8 4 7.5 39 61.8 60,1 64,0
" Eagt North Central....ceceeceacens 17 743 - - 6ol 659 23,0 #12.7 16 6ol 60.8 59.9
Mouhtain ahd PacifiCeceevrveovnoe 37 852 762 868 $11.8 - 1.8 - — - -
Shoes and other footwear, total..... 6 13,576 19,233 12,199 -29,% +n.a i7 47.0 49.0 0
Hiddle Atlanticeeessscincsrncncace e 1,796 1,693 1,737 + 6.1 + 3, — -— - -—
West Central States.euvescsesssses 10 -9,612 15,739 8,159 38,9 ¥17.8 -— — -— -
SoutheasterNeeesvecenconcessnasvss 10 1,23 1,042 1,327 18,3 - Te1 - - — —
Drugs and drug sundries, total...... 99 12,92 12,188 13,589 4 6.0 - 4,9 32 78.2 73.7 73.9
East North Centraleseivescrvecnes 23 1,988 1,891 2,067 + 5.1 - 3.8 b1 88.3 81.1 86,6
West Centraliciescesssessscncecnes 33 4,626 4,186 4,811 +10.5 - 3,8 . . - —
SOUtheaBteTNMeeeersersoseoresanarns 2 1,589 1,517 1,612 ¢ U7 =~ 1.4 -— - - -—
Mountain and PacifiCecicvecevessan 15 a. 7 3,390 778 + 1.7 - 8.8 — - - -~
Dry goods, totaleeeseveecisserecoses 100 14,347. 13,054 1k, 800 49,9 - 3.1 36 43,3 W0 Wy 2
Uiddle AL1antiCie.ivecencrnnecosns 22 2,682 2,319 2,817 +15.7 -4 — - - -
East Horth Centrale.icescisesneses 11 1,279 1,112 1,165 +15,0 9.8 10° .9 9.7 4
 Woat Contraleseressecocorsnsancone 21 5,167 4,912 59225 - + 5.2 -~ 1,1 - -— — -
© SOULheABEOTMut ertsrareranssearin 26 2,423 2,13 2,482 #13.3 - 2.4 12 4.9 Yo.8 3.k
Mountain and PacificCe....eves 18 952 ) 982 3 1.3 - 3,1 - — - —
Rleotrical goods, total. 104 10,152 7,847 9,261 429, + 9.6 29 87.0 .8 83.4
1 10 832 719 o1i,3 +15.7 - -— -~ —
. Bést North Contral..ecieesvecscese 50 3,789 2,727 3,360 +38.9 +12.8 -— - - —
Wost ContIeleseerscoacsorsocensncs 13 1,251 . 928 1,113 *34.8 #1214 -— L -~ -
SONLheBHtOT e cavssensncnosreasnnse 9 1,368 1,125 1,081 +21.6 #25.4 — - - —
Mointain and Pacificiveceieseosere 21 2,589 1,985 2,674 #30.2 - 3.2 - — — -
Groceries and £00ds, t0t8lececerevsse 276 33,193 33,986 . 33,921 - 2.?‘ - 2.1 104 90,0 90,0 93.0
Middle AtlantiCes:.eesresasescense 55 7,867 8,058 7,828 -2 % 0.5 18 84,6 79.2 9.7
East North Centraleceveserseessons 6L 7,362 7,710 7,572 - 4.5 - 28 32 90.4 97.9 91.9
61 T.3% 7,800 7,690 =59 - 45 5 90.0  105.3 96.0
Lg 2, 2,859 2,947 - 0.5 - 3.5 20 88.5 83,8 88.8
; Iy ] 7,&2&3 7,225 7.329 4 3.0 =15 13 98,2 97.0 100.0
Hardware, totelecesesssseccsciosness 150 18, 46! 15,615 17,467 18,2 + 5.7 45 56,0 52.2 52,1
Middle AtlantlCeessverescsvnssanas 26 1,907 1,636 ¢ 1,761 16,6 4 8.3 -— — -— -
Bagt North CentTale.ersrecesvsvens 22 3,348 2,856 3.050 %17.2 3 8.7 11 57.4 58.1 50,6
Wost Contraliceceeesssivecronenrens 4o 5,063 4,264 . 658 #18.7 + 8,7 9 6.0 6.2 9.2
SOUtheastorNuecericsssascansacnnns 35 3.3143 2,907 3.063 +15.0 + 9.1 16 »0 Lg.5 o1
Mountain and PacifiCeeseseceenocss 2 ,618 2187 L TH2 +21.9 -~ 2.6 — — — —
Paper and its products, totalive...s 88 5,070 1672 5,259 * 8,5, - 3.6 151 67.5 72.0 75.0
Middle AtlentiCeeesesesceecsconnen 21 1,242 1,150 1,71k + 8.0 - 5.2 - - - -
East North Centraleceicesseessoncs 17 1,293 1,167 1,367 210.8 - B 15 68.5 .0 75.0
Wost Contraleeiiecececenescrersens 10 401 357 372 9123 2+ 7.8 — — — —
SOUtheASterRivcesscrosensasanacses 9 378 366 383 ¢ 3.3 - 1.3 -— — -— -
Mountain and PacifiCeieseessessesse 29 1,631 1,519 . 1,702 4 Te - 4,2 — -— — -
Plumbing and hesting equipment o o
and supplies, t0tElecsescseorse 38 2,276 1,669 2,219 +36,4 ¢ 2.6 36 62.7 65.6 60.8
Middle Atlantic...... . 9 7 389 311 389 25,1 0.0 9 5545 47,7 56.0
Hountain and PacifiCececccsseesens 10 713 - 541 719 +3L,8 - 8.4 9 65.0 69.0 . 1549

*States comprising regions: New England (Msine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Bhode lslend, and Conmnecticut)
: ' Middle Atlantié (New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania) )

Southeastern (Delaware, Maryland, District of Columbis, Virginia, West Virginla, North Cerolina, South Carolina,
Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Tennesses, Alabama, and Mississippi)

East North Centrel (Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, end Wisconsin)

Wost Central (Minnesota, Iowa, Missouri, North Dekota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Arkanses, Loulsiana,
Oklshoma, snd Texas)

Mountain and Pacific (Montana, Idaho, Fyoming, Colorado, New Mexzico, Arizona, Utah, Nevada, Washington, Orsgon,
end California)
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PERCENTAGE OF CHAYGE IN SALES OF 1203 WHOLESALERS IN 19 KINDS OF BUSINESS

MAY 1936 COMPARED WITH MAY 1935

EIND OF BUSINESS . 4 Decreass o 4 Increase
30 20 10
I

30 40

PLUMBING AND HEATING EQUIFPMENT AND SUPPLIES <+ 36.4

LUMBER AND BUILDING MATERTAL . 4 32,6

ELECTRICAL GOODS - + 29.1

JEWELRY AWD OPTICAL GOODS _' : %+ 20.7

AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLIES : + 18.8
HARDWARE . _ : +18.2

FURNITURE 4AND EHOUSE FURNISHINGS ~ 4 17.5

 MACHINERY, EQUIFMENT AND SUPPLIES — & 16.7

IRY GOODS : + 9.9

PAPER AND ITS PRODUCTS — + 8.5

CHEMICALS : — + 15

DEUGS AND IRUG SUNDRIES ' e 6.0

FAFM FRODUCTS (CONSUMER GOODS) +. 3,0
2.8

®

MEATS AND MEAT PRODUCTS

TOBACCO AND ITS PRODUCTS — , ¢ 1.8

MISCELLANEQUS — & 10.5 -

GROCERIES AND FOODS - 2.3

CLOTHING AND FURNISHINGS, EXCEPT SHOES—= 7.8

SHOES AND OTHER FOOTWEAR - 29.4
WL .



For Release ¥ot Earlier

than July 30, 1936 DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Bursau of Porelgn and Domestic Commerce
WASHINGTON

(In Cooperation with Kational Assocliation of Credit Men)

WHOLESALERS® SALES AND ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE
JURE 1936

Value of wholesale trade incressed noticeably in June 1936 from June 1935 and
collections on accounts receivable were made at & higher rate over this pariod ac-
cording to reports of wholesalers in the wmonthly joint study of the Wational Associ-
ation of Credit Men and the Bureeu of Foreign end Domestic Commerce, Department of
Commerce.

Total net sales of 1,090 reporting wholesalers increassd about 19 percent in
June 1936 from June 1935. Without adjustment for seasonal influences, June 1936
sales registered an incresse of approximately 2 percent from May of this yeaw.

This is a new study, figures for which were collscted for the first tiwme by
this Bureau in January 1936n Although the number of reporting firms has materially
. increased since January, the number is still under what is regarded as an adequate
sample for certain lines of trade. The figures are released at this time because
of & widespread interest in them and in & short time the sample will be build up
until it is thoroughly representative.

A11 of the wholesale trade groups shown in this report with the exception of
the clothing and furnishings group had increased sales in June this yesr over the
same month last year with building lines showing the most favorable improvement
and comsumption goods the lesast favorable improvemen$. The increases ranged from
less than 1 perceat for tobacco and its products to over 60 percent for plumbing
and leeting equipment and supplies. In comparison with May 1936, 10 of the groups
showed increases snd 9 decrsases.

Results presented separately by certain gecgraphical regions indicate that
sales in June as compared with Juns a year ago increased in all sections of the
country for the wholesale trade groups shown. Increases greatly in excess of the
average for certain trades were shown in @& number of regions, particularly in the
Mountain and Pacific States.

Percentages of collections on accounts receivable submitied by 501 wholesalers
were higher in June this year then in May this year and June a year ago. In June
1936, 72 percent of accounts receivable were collected as compared with 68,3 pELs
cent for Juns & year ago and 70.7 percent for May 1936. In reflecting the average
sxperience of the reporiing sstablishments the median percentage has been selescted
as the most suitable average. This method gives squal weight to all firms regard-
less of the volume of business done and the figure is obtained by arranging the in-
dividual collection percentages in order of size and selecting the middle item.
This procedure tends to minimize fluetuations.

Fifteen of the 18 wholesals groups reporting showed a higher average col-~
lection percentage for Juas 1936 than for June 1935. he greatest relative in-
creases in collections from a year ago were registered by electrical goods, clething
and fornishings and grocery wholesalers.

The highest collection percentages were shown by the tobacco and its produche
group, the median collection figures being 106 percent for June and 108 percent
for May this year and 100 percent for June last year., These psreentages indicate
that customers of these firms took less than thirty days, on the average, to pay for
their purchases. :

Detailed figures are pressnted in the following taebles and chart:
/252 Y ' ‘



SALES AND COLLECTIONS ON ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE OF REPORTING WEOLESALERS IN 19 KINDS OF BUSINESS
JUEE 1936 ‘

: :Percent® of collections dur=

Sales reported s
tJane 1036 percent- § JoupeT °f .ing month to accounts receiv-

:_e&ge change from: 3 firms  ,ap16 gt beginninz of month
: June : May 3 rsporting H Yedisn percentages
: : 1936 :C0Mlections,fune 3936 June 1935:Msy 1036

.

Fumber off .
firms . Thousands of dollars

TepOrting " Jume 5 Jume : May
sales ; 1936 : 1935 : 1936

Kind of business

lse ca o oo

1935
Automotive SUPPLi®s eececocscconsssassssossoss us 2,221 1,826 2,158 +2L.6 + 2.9 36 68.8 62.7 6l.3
ChemiCale®®. . cvecioscsonosconsnsacnsencoscscaas - s - s . e =es . = - b -
Clothing and furnishings, except 8hoes ccceses 22 86k 906 1,148 - 3,6 = 24.7 10 55.0 49.0 5.5
Shoes and other FOOLWERY ccoseecrcescssccocces 4g 12,777 10,011 13,668 +27.6 = 6.5 17 46.0 k6.0 - 50.0
COBLE¥ 4. ueuiaccsecsonsonnasanssoassscsesnsns e — - o -— - - - - e
Drugs aad 4rug SUDATIes seeeescosssossssoscnse 86 . 10, 701 9,236 10,892 4159 <+ 2.0 26 83.2 76.0 83,3
DEY GO0GS or--eoevsocssscsanccassssnsscsssocsa 96~ 11,641 9,283 12,419 + 254 - 6.3 27 44.6-  40.8 - 43.5
Blectrical 20088 ecccsronscensassonsoscessosns 72 7,500 5,657 7,740 4+ 32.6 =~ 3.1 25 87.0 75.0 87.0
Farm products (consumer g00ds) cec.cscsvscesccs 30 3,505 2,965 3,335, + 18.2 + E.l 28 88.5 91.9 88.3
Furniture and house furnishings ees..eeeececoo 29 1,611 1,218 1,60k +32.3 - b9 12 55.1 516 52.5
Groceries end foods, except farm products .... 259 33,057 30,812 30,485 & 8.7 + 8.k ok 100.0 30.0 90.8
Meats and me8t ProAUCES eceoscccccsacssascoccse 20 8,715 7,666 8,217 -+ 13.7 + 6.1 18 112.3 112,k 107.4
BATAWATE ocxocoorecocnsoossosoansnsansanoensse 137 16,505 13,170 16,488 + 2h6 = 0.5 u3 56.9  48.9 56.0
Jewelry and opticel £004S scecosscsccccsacssoe 15 524 372 393 + 30.9 <+ 33.3 e - - -
Lumber and building meteri@l ccceccssecoscscss 1 908 612 g5  + 484 <+ 10.1 9 61.1 60.1 58.4
Hachinery, equipment and supplies,
except 618CETICAL cosevsc.ovosoasocssosnsace 36 2,590 2,055 2,312 4+ 26.0 +12.0 26 4.5 67.6 68.6
MOLalS ceevcassrsocacosssorsononaonncnsnsnosan 11 L7y gﬁs 578  + 454 - 18.0 10 68.6 67.7 62.8
Paper and 1t8 Products cececccecoccscsscocsass g2 5,150 4, k3 4,84  +15.9 + 5.2 37 ™.3 73.0 69.8
Petroloum and its products®®.ceceseccsoncscascs - - — = — - - - - -
Plumbing and heating equipment emd supplies .. 35 2,h62 1,532 2,113 + 60.7 <+ 16.5 32 63.9 60.5 6u.3
Tobacco and its ProductS ceo.cessvecsasscosane 18 1,648 1.6[7;9 1,666 + 0.5 = 1.1 13 106.0 100.0 108.0
Hiscellaneous, $0t81 escecccvecosssssacansosao 5] 6,149 5,1h5 6,180 + 195 = 0.5 38 73.3 70.7 70.3
Leather and leather g00ds®® .c..ce.vvsosccce - e o e - s ol b bt ==
Beer, wines, and spirituous liquors®® ...... - — e - - - - - - =
BOLEL cecoccvsosnacocroses 1,090 128,902 108,474 126,805 +18.8 + 1.7 501 72.0 68,3 70.7"

They represent only ratic of collsctions during thet month %o accounte

® Phese figures should not be releted to salss figures for current month. :
kinds of busimess are dus principally te

receiveble at beginming of month. The wide differences existing between the percentsges for various

veriatioens in terms of sales.
#& Insufficient pumber of reporte at present to show results seperately; figures now included with Miscellaneous.



SALES AWD GOLLECTIQHS OF ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE OF BEPORTIHG FHOLESALERS IF 9 KINDS OF BUSINESS, BY GEOGRAPHICAL REGIOHS

JURE 1936

(Results shown only for those trades having e sufficient number of reports for one or more regions®. )

:Percent of collections dur~

Sales reported Wb £
Humber of sJune 1936 percent-' umber 0L ,ins month bo accounts receive

g
. firme : Thousands of dollars s ol from: 3 firms table et beginning of month
Kind of business and region =teporting= June : June ! Y¥ay «June : May : rcporting Modian percent
; seles . 1936 . o3 ¢ 1936 : 19% 193 “11°°*1°":mmm
Antomotive supplies, total.......... e 46 2,221 1,826 2,158  421.6 +2.9 36 6s.8 N 6.3
East North Central........ 1l 651 558 . 673 +16.7 - 3.3 1 69.3 71.2 67.9
Mountain and Pacific.....-... veveese 14 394 338 6.6 + 8.2 o -— -— -—
Shoes and other footwear, total....... hg 12,777 10,011 13,665 +27.6 - 6.5 17 46.0 46.0 50,
Middle AtLantic...ccreesosveciocaes . 15 1,396 1,218 1,850 146 «244.6 ~— - —— -—
Wost Contral..c.coecevovnsasecssissns 11 9,841 7,580 9,61;9 +29.8 + 2.0 - — - -—
Southeastern. c..iveietencaress 10 179 596 1,231 +30.7 -36.7 - - -—
Drugs and drug sundries, total 86 10,701 9,236 10,492  +415.9 + 2.0 26 83.2 76.0 83,3
East North Contral....covseesesnroes 21 1,951 1,670 1,881 +16.8 .  + 3.7 11 93.2 80.2 91.0
Wost COntralecercesrssossoscsscenses 25 3,015 2,502 3,177 - +22.9. - 3.2 -— - - -—
S0ULHORStErN: b esrinncrnsorernsisne. 20 1,572 1,b55 © 1,603  + 8.0 ~ 1.9 -— - - -—
Mountain and Pacific...veceescvivanes 12 2,Ti2 2,315 2,499 416.1 + 8.5 - — - -
Dry 2oods, total.ieecerasens-n 96 11,641 9,283 12,419  +425.4 - 6.3 27 .6 40.8 43.5
Middle ALLAntiC.....coveecsosccncces 19 2,349 1,985 2,529 +1s.2 B A R - - -
Zast Horth Contrale..cosevecssisvesss 9 - 989 807 1,227  +22. «19.4 - - -— -—
Wost Contrale...eeecocrsanencnns 22 5,299  b,022 5,251  431.8 + 0.9 - - - o
Southeasterf..v..visescanas 26 1,988 1,571 2,387 +26.5 ~16.7 11 Yo.7 35.5 43.1
Mountain and Pacific...... 19 1,000 885 1,008  413.0 - 0.9 - —-— -— —
Electrical goods, totali..eeeccievenns 72 7,500 5,657 7,740 ﬁ.s - 3.1 25 87.0 75.0 87.0
. Bast Forth 0ontrale.sesercsvscscsoss 29 2,181 1,486 2,302 .8 - 5.3 - -— — -
West Central....... 11 1,063 g28 1,108 +428.4 . -~ 41 -— - - -
SOULNOASEOTN. e vovcsnsonerssisrasesss 9 1,142 955 1,263  +19.6 - 9.6 -— - - -—
Mountain and PacifiC...ccesvscessanes 17 2,33 1,751 2,187  +33%.6 + 7.1 — -— — -
Groceries and foods, total.....ee.ssse 259 33,057 30,12 30,485 4 8.7 + 8.4 94 100.0 90.0 90,8
Middle At1antiCe....eessevsasevencns 53 10,019 9,146 9,179 + 9.5  + 9.2 17 95.7 85.9 91.0
East North Central.... veerssoencans 58 7.867 7,492 7,253 + 5.0  + 8.5 31 100.0 86.0 94,0
West COntraleec.ceressrosssonssronsos 59 7,11 6,693 6,6k + 6.7 + 74 14 97.0 95.5 86.0
SOULHEAStOI M s ersceretssasssorasooon k7 3,018 2,617 ,801  415.% -20.6 19 90.0 £9.6 30,0
Mountain and PacifiC.eceecvesconesss 36 4,655 4,167 ,295  411.7 + 8.4 9 110.0 100.3 100.1
Hardware, $0t8l....vecenscnssessonrens 137 16,405 13,170 16,488 k4.6 - 0.5 43 56.9 4g.9 .0
MEAE16 ALANLLC. sesresorarsasnecnase 23 1,61 1,236 1,557 418.2 - 6.2 -— - -— -
Eost Horth Central......ccciveeescess 22 3,627 3,018 a 76 +20.2 + 4.3 10 62.0 52,5 58.0
West Central....... riereaaaaeaaes . 36 4,230 3,420 Lol 423.7 + 46 10 62.4 55.1 58.2
SOULhOBSEOIN. ceaseverosoasoasrarnose 34 2,759 2,176 3,273 +26.8 =15.7 16 49,0 b6.7 49,0
Mountain and Pacifit.ce.csenserneoes 20 k4,160 E.rn 953 +30.9 + 5,2 — - - -
Paper and its products, total......... 82 5,150 ROI% L8934 415.9. + 5.2 37 The3 73.0 '69.8
Middle ALLANtIC.csseessoionsasnronas 18 1,071 929 1,087  415.3 - 1.5 -— C -— -
East North Centraleeieciesces. 16 1,393 1,110 1,316  425.5 + 5.9 i 7656 7540 T3:8
Wost Contrale.cececersesasoansancnss . 9 290 279 307 + 3.9 -5.3 -— - — -—
SOULHERSEOIR. covevionierrtrovsnononnn 9 426 312 ﬂg_ +36.5 +13. -— - o -
Mountaln and PacifiC..c.cvsrsescsoss 28 1,858 1,701 1,68 + 9.2 +10.3 - - — -—
Plumbing and heating equipment ’ . .
. and supplies, totel........:.. 35 2,462 1,532 2,113 460.7 +16.5 32 63.9 - 60.5 64,3
Mountsain and PacifiC.cccceciiveonons - 10 835 508 710 4644 +17.6 9 67.3 66.9 65.0

*5tates comprising regions:

New England (Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Islend, and Connecticut)
Middle Atlantic (New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvenie)

Southeastern (Delawere, Maryland, District of (olumbis, Vlrginis. West Virginia, Horth Caroling, South

Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Kentucky, Tennesses, Alabama, and Mississippi)

East North Cemtral (Ohio,.Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin)
West Central (Kinnesots, Iowa, Missouri, North Dakote, South Dalcota, Nebraske, Eemsas, Arkansas,

Louisisna, Oklahoms, and Texzas)

uountain end Pacific (Montans, Idsho, Wyoming, Colorade, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah. ¥evada, !e.shington,

Oregon, and Celifernis)



PERCENTAGE OF CHANGE IN SALES OF 1090 WHOLESATERS IN 19 KINDS OF BUSINESS

KIND OF BUSINESS

JUNE 1936 COMPARED WITH JUNE 1935

PLUMBING AND HEATING EQUI?MENT AND SUPPLIES — # 60.7

CLOTHING AND FURNISHINGS, EXCEPT SHOES

LUMBER AND BUILDING MATERIAL +
METALS *
JEWELRY AND bPTIGAL GOODS *
'ELECTRICAL GOODS .
FURNITURE AND HOUSE FURNISHINGS *
SHOES AND OTHER FOOTWEAR ' *
MACHINERY, EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES &
DRY GOODS *
HARDWARE *
AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLIES *
'FARM PRODUCTS (CONSUMER GOODS) *
PAPER AND ITS PRODUCTS *
| DRUGS AND DRUG SUNDRIES "
| MEATS AND MEAT PRODUCTS -+
GROCERIES AnD"FOODS" +
TOBAGCO AND ITS PRODUCTS *
MISCELLANEOUS *

48,4 -

45.4

40.9

32.6 [

32.3

27.6 |

26.0

25.4 |

24,6

21,6

18.2
15.9

15.9

’15‘. 7 7

8'7

0.5

19.5 |

4.6

% Decrease
ofix 0 10

20

% Increase
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. For Release Not Barlier
than August 31, 1936

ENT OF COMMER

Buresu of Foreign and Domestic Commerce.
‘ WASHINGTON

(In Cooperation with National Association of Credit Men)

WHOLESALERS' SALES AND COLLEGTIONS ON ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE
JULY 1936

Value of wholesals tfaaﬁ increaged noticeably in July 1936 from July 1935 and
collections on accounts receivable werse made at & higher rate over this pariod ag-
cording to reports of wholesalers in the monthly joint study of the National Associ-
ation of Credit Men and the Burean of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, Department of
Commerce. ' '

Total net sales of 1,212 reporiting wholesalers increased over 21 percent in
July 1936 from July 1935. Without adjustment for seasonal Influences, July 1936
sales registersd an increass of approximately & percent from June of this year.

This is & new study, figures for which were collected for the first time by
this Bureau in January 1936. Although the nvmber of reporting firms has materially
increased sinece Januery, the number is still under what is regarded as an adeguate
sample for certain lines of trade. The figures are released at this time because
of a widespread interest in them end in a short time the sample will be built up
until it is thoroughly representative.

411 of the wholessle trade groups shovn 4n this report had increased sales
in July this year over the same month last year. The increases renged from 10.4
percent for shoes and other footwear to about 52 percent for electrical goods.
In comparison with June 1936, 15 of the groups showed increases and 6 decreases

Results presented separately by cevtain geographical regions indicate thab
sales in July as compared with July & year ago increased in all sections of the
country with $he exception of shoes and other footwear sales in the Middle Atlantic
Btates. Increases greatly in excess of the average for sertain trades were shown

in & number of regiens, particularly in the Southeastern and Mountain and Pacifie
States. .

Percentages of collections on accounts receivable submitied by 634 wholesalers
wers higher in July this year than in July & year ago and about the same as in June
_ this yemr. In July 1936, 77 percent of accounts receivable were collscted as com-
pared with 71.7 percent for July & yesr ago and 77.4 percent for June 1936. iIn
reflecting the average experience of the reporting esteblishments the median per-
centage has been selected as the most suitable average. This method gives equal
weight to all firms regavrdless of the volume of business done and the figurée is
obtained by arranging the individusl collection percentages in order of size end
selecting the middle item. This procedure tends to minimize fluchtuations.

- Yourteen of the 18 wholesale groups reporting showed a higher average col-
lection percentage for July 1936 then for July 1935, The greatest relative in-
creases In collections from & year sgo were registersd by electrical goods, cloth-
ing and furnishings and furniture wholesalers. :

The highest collection percentages were shown by the meats and meat products
group, the medien collection figures being 128.7 percent for July and 124.7 per-
eent for June this yeer end 115.7 percent for July last year. . These percentages
indicate that customers of these firms took less than thirty days, on the avyersge,
to pay for their purchases. ’

Detailed figures are presented in the following tebles end charts
Iy : ' '



SALES AND COLLECTIONS ON ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE OF REPORTING WHOLESALERS IN 21 KINDS OF BUSINESS

JULY 1936
H . Sales reported H :Percent* of collections dur-
:Nu.mber OI: :duly 1936 percent- : Em;ber of ting month to accounts receiv-'
Kinds of business H firms H Thousands of dollars :_age change from: : . :m:: table at_beginning of month
TOPOTHANg Ty ¢ July ¢ June : July : June : r;}laort 1& . Median percentages
; ®8les . jozp . 1935 ;193 : 1973 1936 :%°77°C lons, T 19%6:July 1935:June 1936
Antomotive SUPPLIOS tesvrvccvurerararanans 73 2,685 2,287 2,697 +17.4 - 0.5 35 67.1 63.1 e4.6
Clothing and furnishings, except shoes .eec... La‘i 850 758 770 H12.1 +10.4 13 65.0 56.0 62.0
Shoes and other fOOLWERY v.usevveseensss 15,125 13,696 12,663  +10.4 +19.4 15 46.0 45.0 %6.0
CoBl®Y . .. Teiiennanns - ” - - - - - - - -
Drugs end Arug SunAries seesosesesscocsccsnsan 97 12,972 11,330 12,66 +14.5 + 4,1 30 81.9 73.9 80.3
DEY Z00AS eecraeseceisanssnsnrsnssonasnsoansns 99 . 14,002 10,642 12,073 +31.6 +16.0 33 . 47.9 43,1 4,5
BLlectrical ZO0AS sverecsseosorenscnnscncsansns 100 12,420 8,179  11,572° +51.9 + 7.3 88.5 73.0 5.5
Farm prodncts (consumer 200ds) ee.vors-ss 25 2,891 2,369 2,5k 422.0 +17.8 2y 101.0 101.2 105.1
Farniture and housefurnishings seseescess 42 2,638 1,948 2,855  +35.4 - 7.6 15 ig.5 2,0 55.0
Groceries and foods, except farm products ... 272 41,256 35,246 36,516 . +17.1 +13.0 189 103.9 ok4.7 99.0
Meats and meat Products seeceeccevceconscesns 21 10,055 8,565 9,173 +17.4 + 9.6 19 128.7 115.7 124.7
HOPAWEYO s evseccseoronssnsancasoniooscensenns . 146 18,246 15,0ul 18,739 +21.3 - 2.6 . 43 60.8 55.3 59.0
Jewelry and optical Z0048 eercerseccocrroos aee 17 615 Yo 695  +39.1 -11.5 - - - -
Iumber and building materill s.o..e.covoncises 13 1,034 796 1,047 +29.9 - 1.3 12 60.0 63.0 60.6
Machinery, equipment and supplies, . .
except 81ectTICBl «eseresscensenacss ik 3,651 2,801 3,560  +30.3 + 2.6 30 Th.l 70.7 69.3
MEtBLS envoeenccrranrssssncsans ] 382 285 9  434.0 + 9.5 - - - -
Paints and varnishes s.eese... 10 2,509 1,941 2,110 +29.3 + 4,1 9 65.0 70.4 63.1
Paper and it8 ProAUCEE susscncscerconsrsrssase 92 5,688 4,937 5,558  +15.2 + 2.3 L 74.5 73.8 77.0
Petroleum and its prodncu g 5,236 4,505 4,623  +18.2 ﬂz.l - - - -
Plumbing and hesting equipment énd supplies .. 38 2,436 1,816 2,543 4341 - 4.2 - 36 66.0° 63.5 64.0
Tobacco and ite mrodncts ........... 11 90? 789 273 +15.0 + %9 1 118.0 112.0 112.0
Miscellaneous, 0881 ......c.cconeriecvssaosans 29. 3,252 ‘2,526 3,032 +28.7 + 1.3 29 68.0 68.0 72.0
Leather and leatber goods™ ..c.evevecineces - - L - - - - - - -
Beer, wines and spirituons liquors®® ....... - - - - - - - - - -
FOtEL 4eeernesenrareanansisnanns 1,212 158,8u% 130,822 146,668  +21.4 + 8.3 634 17.0 7.7 7.4

* These fignrea should not be related to sales figures for current month. They represent only ratio of collections during that month to accounts
receivable at beginning of month. ' The wide differences existing between the percentages for various kinds of business are due principally to

‘variations in terms of sales.
®* Insufficient number of reports at present to show results separately; figures now included with Mlscellaneous.

IHYS 7



SALES AKD COLLEGTIONS OF ACCOUNTS ‘.EECEIV.LBLE OF REPORTING 'KOLEgALERS I¥ 9 KINDS OF BUSINESS, BY GEQGRAPHIC REGIONS
JULY 1936

(Results shown only for those trades having & sufficient namber of reports for one or more regions®.)

Tt

Sales reported ! Number of sPorcent® of collections dur-
sJuly 1936 percont-g x. sing montk to accounis recelve-

firns :able at beginning of month

reporting . Median percentages

*Nuzmber of

Kind of business end region firms H Thousands of dollars s 8ze change from:
H

he oo on ue

reporting July ¢ July : June ¢ July : Juns ¢
sales 19% s 1975 : 193 3 1935 1936 jcotectioms oos: :July 1935:Tune 1936
Auntomotive supplies, t0taL ..eveeeness 73 2,685 2,287 - 2,697 +17.4 - 0.5 35 67.1 63.1 64.6
East Horth Central cesesesvressensee iy 879 756 829 +16.3 +6.0 13 66.0 53.8 63'2
Mountain and Pacific eeseseseoasssns ko 968 ghg 958 44,0 . + 1.0 9 70.0 67.0 6
Shoes and other footweaer, total sees.. yy 15,125 13,696 12,663  +10.4 | 419.4 15 46,0 - 45.0 46.0
TMiddle ALLENLIC cescvecorcerssessere 13 1,301 1,403 1,242 = 7.3 4+ k4.8 - - - -
Fost ContrAl vieessssseactvescssenss - - 10 12,068 10,700 9,901  +12.8  +21.9 ~ - - -
Drugs end drug sundries, total ..i.e.e 97 12,872 11,330 12,466 1.5 + 4.1 20 81.9 73.9 %0.3
East North Central eeeceeccvsrsoscens 22 2,052 1,819 2,04 412.8 + 0.4 12 - 87.0 76.6 86.5
Fost Contral seeecesercatossrcoonses 29 3,675 3,211 3,439 H4.5  +6.9 - - - -
SOUthEAELETR sausrverevarirvonsonons 20 1,651 1,436 1,572 +15.0° + 5.0 - - - -
Mountain and Pacific 18 n.uo:.' 3,809 - 4,203 +15.5  + 4.7 - - - -
Dry 20043, tOtAl cceesscnncsonossenise 99 14,002 10,642 12,073 +3L.6  416.0 33 47.3 b3,1 4.5
Middle At1antic esevessasenessassoes 2 2,935 2,083 2,3 %0.9 . +20.1 - - - -
Bast HNorth Central ceeveererscacanes 11 1,05 867 1,168 +21.5 = 9.8 - - - -
West Contral ceicecssecrssvsscancons 22 6, k4,869 5,299  433.2  +22.4 - - - -
SOUtheastern ceveereovesossossscssens 27 = 2,606 1,997 2,250 +30.5  #15.8 12 Yy.0 1.8 ha,9
Kountain and Paciflc .iesrsserecrace 17 905 811 897 +11.6 + 0.9 - - - -
Electrical goods, t6tal e..c.ivecoacss 100 12,420  £,179 11,572  45L.9  + 7.3 28 88.5 73.0 5.5
East North Central yeuvesecsseacvsses 4g 4,797 2,770 1,100  473.2  +417.0 - - - -
West Contral seeveeiecsacvessacsesss 13 1,131 811 1,145 :-32.5 -1.2 - - - -
Mountein and PacifiC eevseeessecsers a1 - huzﬁ 3,014 L, 285 8 4+ 3.3 - - - -
Groceriss and foods, total esevsoseise 272 k1,256 . 35,246 36,516 +17:2 +413.0 189 103.9 9Lt.7 99.0
Middle At1antic ceecesessccrcncasrsss 55 10,759 9,575 10,091 +12.4%  + 6.6 43 103.3 .Y 98.0
East North Central seeeservecsseseos 5l 8,787 7,405 7,524 8.7  418.4 “y2 96. 90.0 . 95.3
Wost ContTAL seeesvciercscncncceocse 67 9,24 7,893 8,015  +17.1  +15.3 g 111.5 108.6 100.4
SOULROBBEEIN sevcserrarcrssoracaress 50 3,687 3,019 3,357  4+22.1 + 9.8 30 95.8 77+5 89.0
Mountain and Pacific secececssssscne hp 8,470 7,080 7,340 +419.6  H15.4 28 110.4 102.8 104.7
Hardware, total 16 13,246  15,04% 18,739 +21.3 - 2.6 43 60.8 55.3 59.0
Middle Atlentic esesvocerservecscane .25 1,548 1,338 1,726  +15.7  -10.3 - - P - -
East North Central S RLITITTITLISS 22 Y, 224 ,550 4,276  419.0 - 1.2 10 62.5 60.6 63.7
Tast ContTAl eovveriocsion R > | 4,931 ,412 5,465 1.8 -9.8 10 67.3 62.2 62.0
S0ULHOBSEOIN easecscorsoiriorsrarsen 33 2,788 2,170 2,548  +28.5  + 9.4 15 50.8 2.8 50,0
Mountain end Pacific seveiesioscecos 23 , 614 a L3 %,555  +34.0. - + 1.3 - - - -
Paper and its products, total ...ceese g2 5,688 ,937 5,568 ~ 415.2 4+ 2.3 b 4.5 73.8 77.0
. Middle At1entic seseceresesscirnnsio 22 1,166 1,018 1,187  +k.5 - 1.8 - - e -
Eagt Horth Central eeceeceesc-sssees . 19 1, uso 1,250 1,466 4B - 2.5 17 80.0 78.1 82.0
Wost COntral see.cocecenscrcirsranes 10 4o5 382 388 +6.0 + Wb - - - -
Mountain and Pacific ssesvecvecsoves 31 2,161 1,878 1,996 +15.1  + 8.3 - - - -

% _States comprising regions: New hgland. (Maine, Haw Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, thde Island. a.nd connacticut)
¥idddle Atlantic (New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania)
Southeastern (Delaware, Meryland, District-of Columbia, Virginia, West™ Virgin:[a., Horth Carolina, -South
Carolihd, Georgla, Florida, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, and Mississippi)
Bast Horth Central (Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin) :
‘Pest Cemtral (Minnesota, lowa, Missouri, North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraskas, Kansas, eransas.
louisiens, Oklahoms, and Te:as)
Hountain end Pasific (Montane, ldaho, Wyoming, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizoma, Utah, Nevads, Eashing#on,
s uksy Oregon, and califomia) ;



EERCENTAGE OF INCAEASE IN SALES OF 1212 WHOLESALERS IN 21 KINDS OF BUSLEESS

KIND OF BUSINESS

ELECTRICAL GOODS : 51.9
JEVELRY AND OPTICAL GOODS 39.1
FURNITURE AND BOUSE FURNISHINGS ——————— 35,4

PLUMBING AND HEATING EQUIPKENT AND SUPPLIES — 34.1

METALS 34,0
DRY G00DS : 31.6
MACHINERY, EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES — 30.3
LUMBER AND BUILDING MATERIAL 29.9
PAINTS AND VARNISHES 29.3
FARM PRODUCTS (CONSUMER GOODS) ———— 22.0
HARDWARE . 21.3
PETROLEUM AND ITS PRODUCTS 18.2
AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLIES 17.4
MEATS AND MEAT PRODUCTS 17.4
GROGERIES AND FOODS ' 17.1
PAPER AND ITS PRODUCTS — 15.2 T
TOBACCO AND ITS PRODUGCTS 15,0 |
DRUGS AND DRUG SUWIRIES : k.5
CLOTHING AND FURNISHINGS, EXCEPT SHOES 12.0
SHOES ARD OTHER FOOTWEAR io.u
MISCELLANEQUS — 28.7

/1/5157

JULY 1936 COMPARED WITH JULY 1935

% Increase
20 S

60




For Release Mot Barlier
than September 30, 1936
: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Burean of Foreign and Domestic Commerce
WASHINGTON

(In Cooperation with National Association of Credit Men) ',

WHOLESALERS' SALES AND COLLECTIONS ON ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE
August 193 :

Value of wholesale trade increased noticeably in August 1936 from August
1935 and collections on accounts receivable were mede at & higher rate over
this period according to reports of wholesalers in the monthly joint study of
- the National Association of (redit Men and the Buresu of Foreign and Domestic

Commerce, Department of Commerce. :

Total net sales of 1059 reporting wholesalers increased ebout 14 percent in
August 1936 from August 1935. Without adjustment for seasonal influences, August
1936 sales registered an increase of over. 3 percent from July of this year.

This is & new study, figures for which were collected for the first time by
thig Bureau in Jemuary 1936. Although the number of reporting firms hes meterially
increased since January, the mumber is still under what is regarded as an adequate
sample for certain lines of trade. The figures are released at this time because
of & widespread interest in them and in a short time the sample will be built up
until it is thoroughly representative. _ : i

All of the wholesals trade groups shown in this report with the exception of
the tobacco and its products group had increased sales in August this year over the
same month last year with building lines' showing the most favorable improvement
and consumption goods the least favorable improvement. The increases ranged from
3.4 percent for meats and meat prodncts to 39 percent for jewslry and optical
goods. Plumbing and heating equipment and supplies and lumber and building mater-
ial wholesalers averaged increases in sales of 38 percent and 36.5 percent,

respectively.. In comparison with July 1936, 14 of the groups showed increases
and 1 & decrease. :

Results presented ssparatsly by certain geographical regions indicate that
sales in August as compared with Augnst o year age increased in all sections. of the
country for the wholesale trade groups shown. Increases greatly. in excess of the
average for certain trades were shown in a number of regions, particulerly in the
Mountain and Pacific States and Southeastern States. '

Percentages of collections on accounts receivable submitted by 586 wholesalers
were higher in Augnst this year them in August last year but under July this year..
In Avgust 1936, 75.2 percent of accounts receivable were collected as compared
with 70.7 percent for August a year ago and 77 percent for July 1936. In reflect=
ing the average sxperiende of the reporting estsblishments the median percentage
has been selected as the most suitable average. This method gives equal weight
to all firms regardless of the volume of busimess done and the figure is obtained
by arrenging the individual collection percentages in order of size and selecting
the middle item. This procsdure tends to minimize flustuations.

Thirteen of the 21 wholesale groups reporting showed a higher averéga col?
lection percentage for August 1936 than for August 1935, The gresatest relative

increass in collections from a year ago was registered by furniture and house
furnighings wholesalers.

The highest collection percentages were shown by the meats and meat products -
group, the median collection figures being 132.9 percent for August and 133.5
percent for July this year and .121t.9 peresnt for August last year. These percent=
eges indicate that customers of these firms took less than thirty days, on the
average %o pay for their purchases. o i

Detailed figures ace presented in the followiag tables and chart:



SALES AND COLLECTIONS ON ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE OF BEPORTING\ﬂHOIESALERS 1% 21 KINDS OF BUSINESS

AUGUST 1936 '
[ 3 5 Sales reported : iPercent* of collections dur-
:Number OI: sAug. 1936 percent- Humber of sing month to accounts receive
Kinds of busi ) H fir:: H Thousands of dollars :_age chenge from: ': ﬁr:' sable at bezinning of month '
nas o 81ne8s :rep:{a e, Aug. i Aug. s July : Aug. ¢ July ¢ Ji{gitiﬁf‘: Mydian percéntages .
; %8 . 109% 0 193  : 1936 : 1935 ; 1936 : sbug. 19%6:8ug. 1935:July 10%6
Automotive SUPPLIES sevarscscsasonsncosassanses 10 1,880 1,516 1,861  +24.0 + 1.0 29 66.7 63.0 " 67.0
Clothing end furnishings except 5R06S ccuvsrees 22 2,592 2,204 1,251  +17.6 +107.2 12 53.8 52,5 60.7
Shoes and 0ther fOOLWOAT +icecesssccvsnsnscsans 39 16,128 - 13,702 14,821 7.7 + 8.8 15 39,0 . 34 45.0
COBL¥® | . .ccescovoscccneccenssscnovesosanssns - v - - - - - - . -

. Drugs and Arug SUNAPies eeveesssecisarscveesnes 96 18,573 16,972 18,339 + 9.4  + 0.9 32 . 8.8 837 84,0
DIYE00GS eceecsonsrrorsassuasssssessnrassnasons 28 17,921 15,830 13,219 +13.2 + 35.6 - 28. W7 42.8 47.8
Electrical 20048 seveeronne- 78 1,505 6,259 8,619 +19.9 - 12,9 -1 . 82,0 = '83.5 8.5
Ferm products (consumer £00dS) covercesscsancss i 3,060 2,780 3,210  +10.1 - 4.7 ‘22 lga.a © 118.9 113.5.
Forniture and housefurniShings e...ceeaserceecs 35 1,999 1,607 1,738 +2u.4 + 15.0 T 13 _ 5lt, hﬁ.s 49.5
@roceries and foods, except farm products ..... 239 32,7510 29,937 33,980 + 9.4 -~ 3.7 175 . 971.8 Sk.9 104.6
Meats and meat ProductsS eeveseeccercosancasense 16 7,109 6,872 8,274  + 3.4 - 14,1 ik . 132.9 124.9 133.5
HEXAWATE «vtotvonnoceoncevasooassosncsssoncsoss 138 17,267 1k, 674 17,445  A7.7 - 1.0 43 sh.2 " 50.8 60.3
Jewelry and optical 20038 ceerssrsccrsscocarons 16 570 410 462  +39.0 +23.4 - - C - -
Lumber and building material eevccecsesrrsnnrsss ik 1,077 789 1,062  +36.5 + 1.k 15 60.9 60.8 61.6
Machinery, egquipment and supplies, . E k - . : | :

~ except elsctrical eveseese... cretverrensenes . 31 2,780 2,165 2,392  +26.6 + 14,5 27 76.0 15.0 76.9
T T . ol 329 392 +22.8 + 2.3 7 60.0 60.0 68.0
Paints end VATNISNeS cu.cvvecvensoveccnnseccnns 10 2,547 2,048 2,484 42h.5 + 2.5 a 54,0 62.5 65.0
Paper end 1ts Droducts sceecescncsersssssvcccce - 80 . 5,326 . 4,930 5,176 + 8.0 + 2.9 3 73.0 - 13.8 71.3
Petroleum and its Products sessseccecsocncsases g 3,060 2,620 3,097 4142 - 1.2 7 75.0 67.3 76.9
Plunmbing and heating equipment and supplies ... 34 2,355 - 1,705 ‘2,191  +38.0 + T4 32 63.5 61.8 66.7
Tobacco and its Product® ceeeeesvenccnssnvoncns 1k 1,620 - 1,642 1,638 ~ 1.3 .= 1.1 1 106.0 120.0 105.0
Miscellaneous, $0t8L veveevrererrssaenrasennene 29 3,466 . 2,876 - 3,332 420.5 + 4.0 3 . 68.0 59.8 TR

Leathsr and leather g00ds®® .....covvecevesecs - - - - - - - - - -
Beer, wines and spirituous liguors®® ......c. - : - - - - - - - - -
TOtBL ceavonsveanensesnsasssonese 1,050 . 149 OUE" 131,925 145,046 +13.7 + 3.4 586 75.2 70.T 77.0

* These figures should not be related to sales figures for current month. They represent only ratio of collections during that month o accounts
recelveble at beginning of month. The wide differences existing between the percentages for verious kinds of business are dus principally %o

~ variations in terms of sales. . . )
** Insufficlent number of reports at present tc show resulis separstely; figures now inclunded with Miscellaneous.




SALES AXD COLLECTIONS OF ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE OF REPORTING WHOLESALERS IN 8 KINDS OF' BUSINESS, BY GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS
AUGUST 1936 )

{Results shown only for those trades having a sufficient number of reports.for one or more regions*.)

i Sales reported tPercent® of collections dur—
(Huaber’ Of: ho £ doll iAug. 1936 percent-' Nw;‘:er of: ting month to accounts receive-
firms . Thousands of dollars age chanse from: THE  ,able at beginning of month

Kind of business ahd region
. reporting, T Aus.

- 3 : ting
HI T ¢ July 1 Aag. ¢ July @ repor : Median percentsges
sales | Jo3t , Joms, . 1936 s 1935 i 1936  soollections Torioss Aus. 1935:July 1936

¢ H

oo ce o0 sa sa

Automotive supplies, $0tal .e.cvuu.n.. 10 1,880 1,516 1,861 +84.0 4+ 1.0 29 66.7 63.0 67.0
East North Central ...... 12 688 553 712 +2hbd - 3.h 12 63.0 5l.1 6.1
Mountein end Pacific ...... 13 35& 308 338 +1k.9 + 4.7 - - - -

Shoes and other footwear, totel ......... 39 16,128 13,702 14,821 +H7.7 + 8.8 15 39.0 4.1 45.0
M1dd1e AL1antic covvasncsccesconceenins 11 17*;3 1,667 1,229 + 4.9 2.2 C . - - -
Tobt CORBITEL sosoavrsossrrorarsasssona . - & 11,171 9,103 11,925 +22.7 - 6.3 - - - -

Drugs and drug mmaries, $0tal tunnrnnens 96 18,573 16,972 18,399 + 9.4 + 0.9 32 82.¢ 83.7 g4.0
East Worth GEntTAL cevercvcscsovasssoons 22 5,964 - 5,481 5,935 + 8.8 + 0.5 iz 91.7 g7.5 98.5
oot GEnLTBL eeerooocccisssnsesonasancs 25 3,077 3,000 3,162 + 2.6 - 2.7 - - - -
BOULHORELOTR v ovsvoooqosscsssssccssasns 22 2,082 1,889 2,026 +10.2 + 2.8 - - - -
Mountein and PEcific cicecrscssccocasios i5 3,130 2,855 3,168 +9.6 - 3.0 - - - -

Dry 20088, BOAL cereierorocsososncsosane 88 17,921 15,830 13,219 +#13.2  +35.6 28 4,7 4o 47,8
¥iddle AS1antic csceesssoscesccasvossos 19 z,211 2,607 2,884 +23.2 © +11.3 - - - -
East North Gontral .. cvecicocsscaccoss g 1,078 917 872  +17.6 +23.6 - - - -
Fest Central scoceensicrnscoscncassonss 20 9,815 9,23 7.118 4+ 6.3  437.9 - - - -
SOUtREBSEOTR conensecsenscvssvovasoorss 2k 3,334 2,6 2,061 +2%9.2  +47.5 11 37.1 40,8 45,0
Mountein and Pacific soesscesebesascaes . 1B 1,078 1,010 + 6.7 +31.6 - - - -

Blectrical goods, t058) v.vevvvoeoscagese 78 7. 505 6,259 8,619 +19.9  -12.9 27 82.0 83.5 gh.5
Hiddle AL1AnBIC cescorscssecerasossruos 9 587 728 412.9 - 8.9 - - - -
Bast Horth Gonbral cceesssccccacssovass® 20 1, 565 1,590 2,272 417.3  ~17.9 - - - -
Wost Cenfral eoeee.. cesescesvesonnsoann b 971 06 1,088 +20.5  -10.8 - - - -
Mountein and PRCLTIC cecososccsscacsons 28 2,892 2,281 3,167 = +26.¢ - 8.7 - - - -

Groceries and 0085, 50681l ssesroscosssce 239 32,751 29,937 33,980 + 9.4 - 3.7. 175 97.8 ay.g 104.6
MiGdle ALIENEIC sewvseenreronscanonanns 53 8,552 7,982 8,887 +7.0 = 3.8 38 ou.3 86.0 100.1
Bast Horth Contral coecesssossssssnscas 50 7,995 - 7,938 8,318 + 1.0 =~ 3.9 40 96.2 90.2 93.6
Tost GORITEL covocseocscrscososcnssoscs 50 6,346 5,931 6,529 4+ 7.0 - 2.8 Wi 99.5 99,k 113.2
BOuthOBEEEIN coverorvsvossnnssosscannns 16 3,002 2,808 3,203 +6.9 = 6.3 27 ol 3 82,6 99,0

 Mountedn and Pacific coeeiescrccensoses 32 5,992 5,328 6,099 +12.5 - 1.8 25 110.5 107.0 116.0

Ferdware, $0%81 cosccisecacescsavcoosnsns 138 17,267 14,678 17,445 +17.7 - 1.0 43 BY, BO.& 60.3
H18810 ABLantic ceoessiscsossrssasocncns 26 1,531 1,338 1,581  43b4.h - 3.2 - - - -
Best Horth Central oe.icescocosctvrcnns 2h 3,914 3,319 4,325 +17:8 = 9.5 12 57.9 53.6 65.2
Feot GOBETAL coc.evriossocirasnsrioovon, 3k Ly, oy 3,963 4,299 + 7.2 = 1.2 - - - -
Boutheastern cessconscroon ceenves 32 2,152 2,519 2,773  +85.1  +13.7 L 45.0 4.5 §0.6
Mountein end Pasific 19 , 1k ,339  B,220 425.6 = 0.6 - - -

Peper and 145 products, 0381 cesceveosoe 80 5,326 ,930 5,176 + 8.0  + 2.9 3k 73.0 73.8 7.3
Mid8le A518PEAC covevecnoonsrioonacisna’ 20 i,128 1,097 1,15t +2.8 = 2.0 - - - - -
Haes Horth Gentrel ccvceccoscosoosconns 16 1,396 1,252 1,366  +11.5 4+ 2.2 14 75.3 76.9 74.5
Hountain end PECLTI0 ceiececienracossos 26 2,004 1,828 1,882  410.2 4+ 7.0 - - - -

% ghates comprising regions: Fevw Bugland (M&ms, Hew Fampshire, Vermont, Hassachusetts, Bhode Island, and Gonnectlcu’c)
¥iddle Atlem$ic {Bew Tork, ¥ew Jersey, and Pennsylvanis) i
Sovtheastern (Delevars, ¥eryland, District of Jolumbdis, Virginia, Yest Virginis, North Caroline, South
Garolins, Georgis, Tlorids, Eentucky, Temnessee, &lsbame, and Mississippi)
Tset Worth Jeotrsl {Ohie, Indisns, Illinois, Michigan, znd Wisconsin)
Yest Gontral (Mimmesola, Ilows, Migsouri, Worth Dekote, South Dekoita, Webraska, Eensas, Arkensas,
Louicions, Oklzhoms, end Texas)
Younbain end Pacific {Monteme, Idsho, ¥yoming, Colorado, Wew Hexice, Arizons, Utsh, Weveda, Vashington,
fregon, aund Gelifornis) :



PERCENTAGE OF CHANGE IN SALES OF 1059 ﬁHOLESAL]KRS I¥ 21 XINDS OF BUSINESS

AUGUST 1936 COMPARED WITH AUGUST 1935

KIND OF BUSIMESS
JEWELRY AND OPTICAL GOODS

+33.0 |

PLUMBI¥G MD HEATING BQUIFMENT AND SUPFLIES — +38.0

" LUMBER AND BUILDING MATERIAL

"MACHINERY, EQUIPMENT AYD SUPFLIES

_PATHTS AND VARNISEHES

FUBNITURE AND HOUSE FURNISHINGS

AUTOMOTIVE SUPPLIES

 METALS

ELECTRICAL GOODS

SHOES AND OTHER FOOTWEAR

HARDWARE
'CLOTHING AND FURNISHINGS, EXCEPT SHOES

PRETROLEUM AND ITS PROTUCTS

DRY GOODS

FARM PROTUCTS {CONSUMER GOOD3)

GROCERIES A¥D FOODS

TRUGS AN¥D DRUG SUNTRIES

PAPER AND ITS PRODUCTS

MEATS AND MEAT PRODUCTS

MISCELLANEOUS

TOBACCO AWD ITS PRODUCTS -

+36.5

- 426.6 .

+24.5
+24.1
+24.0°
+22.8
+19.9
A7.7
7.7
7.6

+k.2

+13.2

+10.1

+ 9.4

+ 9.4

+ 8.0
+ 3.4
+20.%
- 1.3

10

4 Decrease

10

% Increase

20

30

40

L Ld ek ed e ! ed el b e et e bt b et




Foxr Release ot Tarlier See Pageg BH-7 for
than October 31, 1936 Department of Commerce Menufaceturers Data
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce
Washington

(In Cooperation with National Association of Credit ian)

Wholesalers! Sales and Collections on Account Neceivable
’ September 1936

Value of wholesale trade incresased noticeably in september 1938 from September
1935 and collections on accounts receivable were made at & higher rate over thias
period according to reports of wholesalers in the monthly joint study of the
National Association of eredit Men and the Bureau of roreign and Domestie Commeree,
Departmeant of Commnerce.

Total net sales of 1176 reporting wholesalers inecreassed about 18 percent in
September 1936 from September 1935, a comtinuation of a change recorded for every
month of this ysar over the corresponding wonth of last ysar. Without adjuntment
for seasonal influencesg, September 1936 sales registered an increase of over 7
percent from August of this year.

All of the wholesale itrade groups shown in this report had inereased sales in
September this year over the same month last year with building lines showing the
nost favorable improvement and consumption goods the lesst fTavorable improvement.
The inereases ranged from 4.3 percent for clothing and Purnishings to 46.5 psrcent
for machinery, equipment ard supplies. Plumbing and heating equipment and supplies
and electrical goods wholesalers averaged increases in sales of over 35 percent.
In comparison with August 1936, 17 of the groups showed increases; and 4 showed
decreases, the decreases being negligible in degrse, 8 percent ard lessge

Results presented separately by certain geographiegl regions indicate that
sales in September as compared with Sgptember a year ago increased in all sectiouns
the country for the wholesale trade groups shown, Increases greatly in excess
or the average for certain trades were shown in a number of regions, particularly
in the lMountain and Pacifie States, Southeastern States, and Fast Worth Central
State. .

Percentage of collsctions on accounts receivable submitted by 585 wholesalers
were higher in September this year than in Sepbamber last year but exmetly the
same as in August this year. In Septewmber 1938, 76 percent of accounts recsivabe
were collected as compared with 71.3 percent for Sgpgember a year agoe and 76 percent
for August 1936,

In reflescting the average experience of the reporting establishments the median
percentage has been selected as the most suitable average. This method gives equal
weight to all firms regardless of the volume of buisness done ani the figure is
obtained by arranging the individual collection percentages in order of size and
selscting the middle item. This precedure tends to minimize fluetuations,

Sixteen of the 20 wholesale groups reporting showed a higher average collection
percentage for September 1938 than for September 1935, the greatest relative iner-
eases in collections from a year ago were registered by paint and varnished and
shoe wholegalers.

1he highest collection percentuges were shown by the meats and meat produets
group, the median collection figures being 126.2 percent for September and 152.9
percent for August this year and 132,11 percent for Septembsr last year. rhese pere
centuges indicate that customers of these firms toclk less than thirty days, on the
average, to pay for their purchases.

- Detalled figures are presented in’ Tollowing tables and chart:
i

17559
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eptember 1836,

Page (&}

Sales and Colleetions on iccounts Receivable of Reporting vwholesalers® in 21 sinds of Buimmess

Number of:

Sales Reported

Wo of :Pot.of Collectionms during

: ing <SETT. Septs  LuZe  Septe AugZe : ting Median percentages

:Seles ¢ 1938 1935 1236 1835 1936 :Collece:Sephe 1938 : Sent,Bb & 36
Automotive Supplies © 8l . 2,072 §,686 1,967 #22.¢ F 5.3 30 61.0 561 8505
Clothing & furnishings except Shoes 2,601 2,495 2,45 + 4.3 +59 11 550 48.0  55.6
Shoes end other footwear | 4 18,242 14,846 16,528 + 22,9 $10.4 15 39,0 34,5  36.4
Cogl¥# .
Drugs end drug sudries o2 15,436 13,409 14.274 4 14.3 4+ 8.1 28 85.0  79.0 80.6
Drygoods 93 19,805  16.246 18.378 $ 21.9 + 7.8 24 4406 . 41,7 45,5
Elsctricel Goods 08 8,074 6,57 8,657 +36.4 * 5.7 27 745 7.8 77.0
Farm products(consumer goods) 26 3,344 2,888 5,218 +17.8 + 4.1 25 99,0 99.0  101.2
Furpiture and housefurnishings 36 2,590 2,045 2,191 4°26.7 1 18.2 14 52.5 52.0 52.5
Gro.% Foods, except farm products g7  .49,321 38,862 40,324 ¥ 8.9 } 5.2 185 99,07 91.7  97.7
Heats end meat products 20 9,073 8,261 8,577 ¥ 9.8 T 6.0 18 126.2 132.1  132.9
Rerdwere 146 20,520 16,472 18,130 % 23.4 f 121 36 54.3 50.5  53.1
Jewelry end optical goods 15 850 598 - 543 F42.1 56,5 _ _ _
lumber end building material 18- 1,229 985 1,230 4+ 24.8 4 0.1 16 50.0 58.7 57,8
Machinery,aaéuipment and supplies

except electricel 31 2,588 1,766 2,612 4746.5 - 0.9 27 64.7 64,1 69,0

liotals 8 599 508 368 4317 e 6 58.8 5L.7  56.5



Continued from

Pagé £ (2}

peints and Vernishes 8  s,1e2 2,559  2,0424725.7 T 8.5 7 72.2 62.2 647
Paper and its products g7 6,652 5,798 58821142 128 38 7L7 64,0  70.8
petroleun and its products s 5,178 4,397 5,189 4717.8 - 0.2 8 83.0 785 5.7
Plumbing and heating equip.and Supe. 36 2,576 1,838 2,568~f'40.l 4/'8.8 31 81.0 6l.2 65,0
Tebecce and its products 12 1,185 1l.114 1,207 F 6.2 «#2,0 12 108.2 113.~ 114.5
iiiscellsneous, Total o5 3,598 2,705 5,156 25,6 § 7.7 5L 69.0 645  68.0
Leather and leather Goods = _ _ _ _ _ - _ _ -
Beer, wines and spirituous Liguors** _ - _ _ _ _ - _ _
TOt&leresernnnensereneal, 176 192,005 145,003 160,0?a~f'19.9#f”7.5 585 76,0 7l.3 7640

*¥These figures should not be releted to sales Tigures for current month., They represent only ratio of collections
during that month to accomnts receiveble at beginning of month. The wide differencees existing betweer the

percentages for verious kinds of business are due principellt to veristions in terms of sales.

**%TpnswPficient number of reports at present to show resulis separstely; figures now included with miscellaneocus.

# 17559



Page #(3)
Sales and Collections on Accounts receivable of :porting waolesalers in 8 kinds of budiness, by
Geogrephic regions September 1938 '

(Results shown only for those having & sufficient number of reports for one or more regions)

tNoe. of Seles Reported gept.36 ¢ No. of :Percent of collections during
s firms : Thousands of Dollars perchent-: Firms  :month %o accounts receiveble
:Reporte- @ eges changg@porting :at beginning of month
ting : Septe: Septe¢ Aug. : Septe: Auge ; Collects: Median percentages
: Seles : 1036: 1935: 1936 ; 1935 ; 1036 ; jons. :O0DL.ob: Sepleos: AUgust 1806
Autamotive sugplies, total 61 2,072 1,686 1,967 ¥ 22,9 * 5.5 30  6L.0  56.1 65.5
fast Farth Cemiral 11 478 578 G7L * 26.5 *28.8 11 6LO 56,0 62.0
lountain & Pacific 38 990 809 . 936 *722.4 * 5.8 8 6049 5645 66,0
Shoes and other footwear, total 44 18,242 14,846 16,528 * 22,9 *10e4: 15 39.0 34,3 56e4
Kiddle Atlantic 12 2,026 1.768 1,813 * 14.6 *11.7 _ _ _
West Cenmtral 16 12,365 10,197 11,359 %20, 7 * 8.3 _ _ _
Drugs and drug sundries,total 92 15,456' 13,489 14,274 *14.3 ¥ é.l 23 85,0 790 80 e6
East Norih Central .al 2,095 1,818 1.860 *15.4 *12.6 _ - -
west Central -~ 3,732 3,514 3,300 *12.6 *10.1 _ _ _ -
Southeastern 18 1,821 1,547 1,613 *17.7 *12.8 __ _ - -
ljountain axd Pacifie 15 4,594 5,‘531 3,965 *21.0 *10.8 _ _ _ -
Dry goods, total 93 19,805 164246 18,378 ¥21.8 * 7.8 24 44.6 41,7 45¢5
i-iddle atlantic 19 5,742 2,921 5,200 ¥3;1  *16.6 _ _ _
Fest Horth Central 10 1,619 1,361 1.261 * 19,0 %284 _ _ _ _
Test Central 20 8,821 7,310 8,952 ¥20.7 % L5 _ _ _ -
Southesstern 25 4,298 3,415 3,640 *25,9 *18,1 10 £0.6 37.1 41.9

iountain & Pacifie 17 1,304 ° 1,816 1,301 # 7,2 ¥ 0.2



“ates comprising regions: New England, (Meine, = . Hempshire, Vermont, Massschietts, Dhode Island, 4
' Comnecticut) Cdandl ‘ »

iddle Atlentie (New York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvaniz)

Southeastern {Delsware, Ma?vwand, Dist of Colwgbia, Virginie, ¥est V;rglniag Weorth Caroling,

South Cerolina, Georgis, Floriéa, Isntucky, Tennessee, Alsbamas, and ! ¥ississippi)

Zast Worth Cantrel (Ohio, Indiena, Illineis, lichigan, and Viscinson)

West Central (¥innesote, Iowa, iissouri, North Dakota, Scuth Dakote, Nebrasks, Kanses, Arkanses,

' Louisiana, Oklshoma, and Texas)

Viounbain and Pacifie{ Montena, Idaho, Wyoming, Coloradc, New Mexzco Arizona, Utah, Nevada, Weshington,

‘Oregon and California}




1.
{ Tor Release Not Rarlier Ses Pages 5.7 for

- Than November 30, 1938 Manufacturerst Data
Departmernt of Commerce
Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commsree
WASHINGTON

(In Cooperation with National Association of Credit Mo )
Wholesalers®! Sales and Collsctions on Accounts Receivable
October 1938

Value of wholesale tmade increased noticeably in October 1936 from October
1935 and collections on accounts receiwable were made at a higher rate over this
period, according to seports of wholesalers in the monthly joint study of the
National Association of eredit Man and the Bureau of Foreign and Domestle Commesree,
. Department of Commerce,

Total net sales of 1,146 reporting wholesalers increases about 15 percent in
October 1936 from October 1935, a continuation of a change recorded for every month
of this year over the corresponding month of last year. \ ithout adjustment for seagonal
influences, Ocitober 19368 sales registered an inerease of over 3 percent from September
of this year. ' : 4

All of the wholesale trade groups showm in this report had increased sales in

October this yesr over ithe same month last year with durable and semi-durable goods
showing the most favorable improvement and consumpdéion goods the least favorable
improvement. The increased ranged from 2 perceng for tabacco and its preducts to 48,9
percent for machinery, squipment and supplies. Lumber and building material, furniturs,
and jewelry wholesalers averaged increasses in saleg of over 35 percent. Tn camparison
with Segptember 1936, 16 of the groups showsd increasss and B showsd decresses. ‘The
decrsages were Negligible in degree, 2 percent and less for groeeries aml drugs and

~ 7 wnging around 10 percent for clothing and Purnishings and shoes, :

Resultts presented ssparately by certain geographical regiong indicate that sales in
October as compared with Oetober a year ago increases in most all sections of the
sountry for the wholesale trade groups shown. Increases greatly in exezss of the
average for certain trades were shown in a number of regions, particularly in the
East Torth Central Statss and Pacific Biates, '

Percentages of collections on accounts receivable submitied by 604 wholesalers
vere higher in Oetober this vear than in October last year and im S ptember this
years In October 1936, 77 percent of accounts receivable wers collected as compared with
75 percent for October a year ago and 75.2 percent for Sgptember 1936,

In reflecting the average expsrience of the reporting establishments the medisn PEYTw
centages has been selected as the most sultable average. This method gives equal weight
to all firms regardless of the volume of business done and the figure is obtained by
arranging the individual collection percentages in order of size and selscting the
middle item. This procedure tends to minimize fluctuations.

3 Fifteen of the 19 wholesale groups reporting showed a higher average collection PEYw
centage for October 1936 than for October 1935, The greatest relative increases in
collections from a year ago were registered by shoe, and machinery, equipment and
supply wholesalers.

The highest colleetions percentages were shown by the meats and mest products grouyp,
the median collection figures being 187.8 percent for Oepober and 125.1 percent for
September this year and 159 percent for October jast year. These percentages indicate
‘that customers of these Pfirms took less than thirty days, on the average, to pay
' ir purchases. '

Detailed figures are presented in the following tables and chart.

#190882
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Seles and Collsctions on Accounts rece ble of Reporting Wholeselers in 20 kinds of

buginess , October 1936
: . f : Ssles , reported ‘?f- 0Lt Percent* of collections Guring
: 8] Q . ¢ .
= 20 °Oct.1956 percengm ¢ month to accounts receivable
KINDS OF DUSINESS PIIMS ioocchange fromlgree s o polireport: o bogiming of month
report-- ding % liedien percentages

ing . Octe H Sept.: Octe: Octe:SePecollec:
seles : 1935 : 1936 : 1936: 1935:193¢tions ., 0ct.1936: 00%.1935:5ept.1956

po oo on

| hutomotive supplies 62 F26.8 F14.5 2,742 2,166 2,400 31 64,0  59.0  60.0
Clothing and furnéhimgs except shoes . oo “f12.9 -10.0 2,220 1,967 2,488 8  47.0 45,0 46,0
Shoes and other footwear : 4l ¥ 5.9 -10,1 16.166 . 15.268 17,881 15 570 50.0 388
Coal** | | |
Drugs and drug sundries . 97 F1e.4 + 6.8 15,351 18,435 14,374 28  83.2  86.8 83,5
Drygoods | 92 - 419.5 - 0.8 19,252 16,113 19,405 29  47.0  45.1 44,7
Electrical goods 94 '-1*'51.'7 +6.:5 9,016 6;84’? 8,483 29 8l.5 80.3 780
Farm products(consumer goods) 23 +15.9 + 8.9 4,036 3,481 3,705 27 98,0 109.0  99.0
Furniture and housefurnishings 36 #36.0 -f’ 2.1 2,874 2,114 8;814 12 54,8 49,2 52.5
Groceries and foods,except farm Prod. grg & 3.2 - 0.5 39,451 38,233 39,664 197 101.0  96.0 97.0
Meats and meat products 1g f*w.s_ f21.2 6,506 5,837 5,276 17 127.8 139,0  135.1
| Herdvare 142 f26.3  F11.8 20,772 16.441 18,573 40 56.4  52.5  50.4
Tewslry and optical goods 15 B 426 ave 642 850 . _ _
Lember am building material 15 fa1.6 Ai9.0 1.286 908 1,081 14  60.5 65.8 60.5
Machinery, equipment and supplies 51 Hes0  F2u.9 5,793 2,547 5,112 26 741 65,2 68.4

exeept elecirical

listals 10 '*/54..1 %8,1 582 434 493 6 72.6 69.3 67,5



¢ontinued from Page £

Peints end Vernishes | 10 -%is.s %73.9 3,417 2,955 3,289 8 5642 55,6  56.8
Paper and its prcducts | 71 -fis.? ‘+'5.? 4,988 © 4,339 4,665 36 7660 723 VL&
Petroleum and ifs products** _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - - -

Plumbing and heasting equip. & Supplies 36 'féa.g ﬁ%ll,l 2,72 2,085 2,514 32 65.5 62,0 61,0
Tobacco and its products 14 ;%’2.0 %{4w5 1,695 1,659 1,623 14 1il.6 104,28 108.6
Miscellanecus, Totel 35 %gig.é )Fi ol 8,976 7,432 8.065 B4 720 66.8 69.3

Leather and leather goods®*

Beer, wines andé spirituocus ligquors**

- s - w— s —— - —

Total 146 #i5.1 ,%élﬁ 166,519 144,703 160,835 604 77,0  75.0  75.2

*These figures should not be relsted to sales Tigures for cur‘rent month. They represent only Pation of collecitions
. during that month fo aceounts receiveble at beginning of month. The wide differences existing betwsen the per-
centages for various kinds of business are due principally to varitions in terms of sales.

#**Tngufficient number of reports at present to show results separstely: figures now included with niseellaneoms.
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Pege £ (3
Sales and Collectlions on Accov ts Receivable of Reporting Wholesslers in 8 Kinds of Busines, by Geographie regions
Qetober L'  /25¢
(Results shown only for those trades heving a sufficient number of reports for one or more regiocms

—— Seleg-——Reporied
N0 of  :00t,1036 percent

of, Fereent of collections during

S £i ¢ Thousends of : Ko. on + fvebl
N : TWS  izge change from : Dollars : fims .,§on to accounts recelvable
¥ind of Business aad Region :TepoTt-; & € oot .at beginning of month

S ting Oct. : Sept.: Oct. ¢ Octe : Septe :ing . Median percentages

: sales @ 1935 ; 1936 : 1936 : 1935 : 1836 ‘-colleets'OCt 1936: Oct.1955: Sept. 1936

sutomotive supplies, Total 62 *26,6 *14.3 2,742 23166 2,400 31 6440 59.9 60,0
Esst North Central 11 *50.6  *¥39.,0 627 418 451 10 58.0 55,0 61,0
Pacific ' 34 *10,1 --5:0 © 862 783 908 _ '__ _
Shoes’anéi other footweer,Total 41 * 5,8 -10.1 16,166 15,268 17,981 15 57,0 50,0 58.8
diddle Atlantic | 13 * 0,3 * 0.2 2,066 2,060 2,061 _ _ _ _
Drugs and drug sundries,Total o7 ¥14,3 * 6,8 15,351 18,435 14,374 28 83.2 86.8 8345
Sest North Central 21 ®14,7 * 7.1 2,343 2,043 2,187 11 97:6 94.8 90,0
South Atlantic 1% #15,@ * 5,5 1,030 889 o76 -

Yest South Central s *25.8 *14.1 2,542 2,031 2,287  _ _ _ _
facific | h 11 ¥ 8.4 % 1.8 4,208 3,954 4,190  _ _ _ _
xy goods, Total g2 *10.,5 * 0i8 18.252 16.113 19,403 29 47,0 45,8 42,7
figdle atlentic 18 *¥13,1 * 2.9 35,520 5,121 3,655  _ _ _ _
tast North Cemtral 1 *15.6 % 2.7 138w l.s 1,650 10 48.3 46.7  45.8
outh atlantic 13 * 9,1 -4,5 1,841 1,688 1,028 _ 3 _
‘st couth Central 12 30,0 * 8.1 2,256 1,708 2,168  _  _ _ _
est south Gemtral 13 26,0 - 6.6 2,456 1,954 3,607 _ N _

‘—‘écifié _
E "108 15025 15‘327 1004:4: — -

=



EBleetricel goods, total

;7iddle stlentic
Bast North Central
South stlantic

Pacific

Groceries ani foods, total

iiddle Atlantie
Zast Horth Central
Vest North Central
Scuth sitlentic

Bast South Centrsl

west South Central -

Pecifie

Herdware, total
Kiddle Atlantic
Iest Forth Ceutral
Hest North Central
South Atlentie
Last South Central
iest Scuth Central

Pacifie

Peper amd its Produets, totsl

o4

11

39

26

36

142

25

23

71

$14.3

*47 .4
*28.8
*27.6

* 362

3*

3.0

* Ze6

- 1.6

% 1.2

*11.8
%1868
*14e8
*14.1
* 6.6
*23e9
* 863
* 3.0

* 57

9,016
985
3,112
958
2,383
59,451

9,012

20772
2,164
5,042
2,394

le464

38,235
9,375

8,982

7,419

16,441

3,538

4,339

2.274

3,307

fee

13

36

92.0
1009
119,98

564

760

80.3 7840
96.0 7.0
2l.8 90.¢
G4e ¥ 23.2

101.5 107.2
96.6  104.9
8le3  B89.8

100.0 975

1i2.,6 1l0.5
5265 50e4

52,0 48.0
47.7 45,0
‘72 05 74?03

gontinued from Page #
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Continued from Page (3)

Middle Atlantic 22 * 5,0 %10,0 1.65¢  1.757  1.503 _ .
East North Central 13 *19,7 %15.2 14600 1,337 1,389 11 76,0 66,0 7642
Pacific » 11 ¥20,1  -20.7 430 333 542 _ _ -

*States comprising regionss ,
New Ingland (Connecticut, Maine, lMassachuétte, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Vermont)
Middle Atlantie ( New Jersey, New York, Pemnsylvanisz)
Tast Worth Central ( Illinois, Indisna, Michigan, Ohio, VWiscinsin) -
West North Central { Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, iiissouri, FMebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota)
South Atlantie({Delawape, District of Columbis, Floride, Georgias, Maryland, N.Csroline, S.Carcline, Va, W, Vae
Fast South Central(alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennesses)
West South Central(irkeansas, Louisiasna, Oklahoma, Texss)
Mountain(Arizona, Idaho, Colorade, Montenas, Neveda, New Mexico, Utah,Wyoming)
Pacifie{ Celifornia, oregon, Washington)

#19083



Por Bslease not Earlier See Pages 5-7 for
than Necember 31, 1936 S Manufacturers’ Data
DEPARTHERT OF COMMERCE
Bursau of Forelgn and Dowestic Commerce

VASH IRGTOW

(In Cooperation with Mational Association of Credit Men)

Velwe of wholesale trade increased noticeably in Hovember 1936 from Hovember
1935 and collections on accounts receivable were mads at & higher rate over this
perlod, according o reporis of wholesalers in the monthly joint study of the _
Hational Association of Credit Men and the Bureauw of Foreign and Domestic Commerce,
Departrent of Commerce. .

Potal net sales of 1,148 reporting wholesalers increased about 10 percent in
Hovember 1938 from Hoyember 1935, a comtlimuation of a changs recorded for every
month of this year over the corresponding month of last ysar. Without adjustment
for seasonal influsnces, Hovember 1936 sales registered a decrease of about 13 pere
gent from October of this year.

A1l of the violesale trade groups shown in this report ezcepiing shoes and
other footvear had lwucressed ssles in Novewbsr this year over the same month last
yemy with durable snd semi-durable goods showing the most favormble improvement and
consmuption goods the least favorable lmprovement., The increases vanged from 2.6
percent for groceries and foods %o 59.8 percent for machinery, equipment and BUP~

plies. Hetel, lusber and bullding material, and plumbing and heating equipment

wholesalers avevsged imoreases in sales of over 30 percent., In comparison with
October 1936, all of the groups except farm products showed decreases.

Besul ts presented separately by certaln geographicdl regions indicates that
sales in Hovember as compared with November a year ago increased in most all sec~
tions of the country for the wholesale trade groups shown, Increases greatly in
oxcess of the average for certain trades were shown in a number of ‘rogions, pav-
ticularly in the Bast Forth Central States and Bast Sounth Central States.

Percentages of collections on accounts receivabls submitted by 629 wholasalers
were higher in Hovember this year than in Hovember last year but under October this

‘year. In Hovember 1936, 74 percent of accounts receivabls wers collected as com-

pared with 70.5 percent for Hovember a yaer ago snd 76,9 percent fer Octobar 1936.

In vefliscting the average ezperience of the veporiing establishments the
wadian perceontage hes been selected as the most sultable average. This method
glves equal weight to all firms regardless of the voluwe of business done and the
figure is obtainsd by arranging the individusl collection percentages in oxder of
8ige and selecting the middle item. This procedure tends to minimize fluctustions.

Pourtesn of the 19 wholesale groups reporting showed & higher average collec-
tion pevcentage for Novsmber 1936 than for November 1935, Tae greatest relative

increase in collections Prom a year sgo was registered by paint and varnich
moleaal@m. :

The highes® collection percentagss were shown by the meats and meat products
group, the median collectlon figures being 119.8 percent for Wovember and 132,73
percent for October this year and 125.5 percent fo Hovember last year. ~These
percentages indicate that customers of these firms took less than thirty days
on the aversge to pay for their purchases, :

Detailed figures ars presented in the following tables and chart:
40227



SALES AND COLLEGTIONS ON ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE OF REPORTING WHOLESALERS IN 20 KINDS OF BUSINESS
NOVEMBER 1936

sParcent® of collections during

H Sales reported H
:Nu?l;;sef.mv 1936 percent-t Thousands of dollars : m?.?:;:f ¢ month to accounts receivable
Einds of business }reporting’-288 change from: : : ! reporting ‘———B2b boginning of month
: ggles § Nove : Oct. : Nov, ¢ Nov. : Oct. =c°119ct10n5= Medien percentages
: : : 1935 3 1936 . 1936 : 1935 & 193% : s¥ov. 19%6:Nov. 1935:0ct. 1936
Automotive SUPPLIGS +vevseocecscesacnsssaseose 62 3.1 = 8.6 2,513 2,221 2,749 31 61.0 57.% 61.8
Clothing® and furnishings except ShOGS seesssoce 18 - + 8.8 «37.2 1,308 1,202 2,082 9 50.0 50.0 47.0
Shoes and other fOOLWEST seseceerecsssesnsses 43 - g1  =16.4 13, 721 14,934 16,402 15 40,0 42,5 57.0
COBL®® Lipnracnaorasssccnsncoosonsanssssocanss - - - - - - - - -
Drugs and drug Sundries v iseessescscssisnesses 124 +13.8 = 7.7 18, 39)4 16,164 19,938 b2 65.8 62.9 133
DIY ZO00AE scoossocsaccscsssnrasccassonsnnassss 90 . +15.6 - =14.6 15,726 - 13,598 _18,h2l 28 Wl - 43,5 46.8
Electrical Z00AS e.csconssscsncosnscaccsssanns 98 +24.8 - 5.6 8,7% 7,038 9,309 24 78.9 76.8 80.8
Farm products (consumer g008S) csseccessscsese 22 +6.3 +h.2 3.5147 3,620 3,692 22 11%.0 . 104.0 113.5
Furniture and housefurnishings s.evessscessses 30 +22.8  =11.0 1,961 1,597 2,204 11 hW9.0 50.8 55.5
Groceries and foods, except farm products .... 279 + 2.6 -12,8 34,634 33,768 39,702 203 . 93.3 90.0 100.9
Meats and meat ProduCtB sescsrrccocvssesconson 16 +19.3  =21.0 4,561 3,81 5,764 15 119.8 125.5 132.3
HAEANETE ooevaececsvasssoonssoscnesovecasensne 146 3.9 -16.3 17,787 15,586 21,205 e 55.4 53.3 56.,
Jewelry and opticel g004% ecesseesoserssonsinse i +29.9 «12.6 761 586 871 - o -
Iumber and building materisl sesecesgesoicccss 13 446.2 - =20,0° 889 608 1,111 11 60.3 58.9 60.0
Machinery, equipment and supplies, :
_ @XCEPt @LoGUTLCAL ceresecsasscsntsarcocns 28 +59.8  ~17.3 2,253 1,M10 2,725 25 7%.3 - 69.0 72.2
THMOLELE s4vessecsnsccansossroncscnassaronsonsos 10 48,4 12,9 456 31k 535 7 . 540 60.0 70.7
Paints 8nd VArNishes ceseeeccssccacnnenccsnone 7 + 9.5 =19.0 218 199 269 1 57.0 48.0 50.0
Peper and its Products ceeecocooreccesssocecns 67 + 6.8 ~1bi1 3,875 3,629 4,511 36 75.0 1.6 760
Petreleum and its8 products ®¥ ..ccicesvscccces - - - - - - - - - -
Plumbing and heating egquipment and supplies .. 32 +39.0  <=1k.§ 1,987 1,430 2,323 30 64,0 60.3 69.0
Tobacco and its Products sessecsecescssssssoes 10 + 3.4 =58 1,005 972 1,067 10 98.6 93.0 109.1
Migeellaneous, H0L8L cveececcecrrocronssssnnce 39 +19.8 = «=10.0 g,24 6,879 9,161 36 69.0 67.3 72.0
Leather and leather g00ds®® s.cccessscsccsnce - - - - - - = - - ' -
Beer, wines and spirituous 1liguors®® cececeee - - - - - - - - - o
Tobal . . 1148 +10.3  =12.9 142,882 129,569 164,0uk 629 74.0 70.5 76.9

® These figures should not be related to sales figures for current month. They represent only ratio of collections 'd.uring that month to accounts
receivable at begipning of month. The wide differences existing between the percentages for various kinds of business sre’ dus principally to

veriations in terms of sales.
®® Insufficient mamber of reports at present to show results separately; figures now included with Miscellaneous.
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SALES AND COLLECTIONS ON ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE OF REPORTING WHOLESATERS IN § KINDS OF BUSINESS, BY GEOGRAPHIC REGIONS

NOVEMBER 1936
(Results shown only for those trades having a sufficient nuﬁber of reports for one or more regions®)
Huzb °f§Nov.T93§percen2«sj“ zeported Huzb of :i:;cx:tzftgoi::':i::sr:‘::w
firms Thousands of dollars firms 1sble st beginning of month

:_age change from:

on. 40 ev 06 o
en” ws #8 s8 e

Eind of business and region : H
rep:;ting: XYov. t Qet. : Hov. : N¥ov. : Oct. rgor:ij:ng : Median percentages
sales | joar . 1036 . 19% ; 1935 : 1936 :°°M°°*19%% ;557 75036:H0v. 1935:00t. 1936

Automotive supplies, total s...... 62 +13.1 - 8.6 2,513 2,221 a,zug 31 61.0 57.4 61.8
Bast North Central «..cveeecnvss 12 +14.6 -12.6 595 515 81 12 60.1 56.7 58.0

| PCIfIC seasessseresrsscsciruces 310 + 7.1 + 1.2 893 83k 883 - - - -
Shoes and other footwsar, totel «s 3 - 8.1 «16.4 13,721 14,934 16,402 15 40.0 42,5 57.0
M¥iddle Atlantic eescrcessscssses 1 =14.9 35,3 1,338 1,572 2,067 v - - -
Drugs and drmg sundries, totel ... . 12 +13.8 - 7.7 18,394 16,164 19,938 62 65.8 62.9 13.3
Middle Atlantic .... cerenes 18 +10.1 - 9.8 2,665 2,421 2,955 10 70.0 67.2 72.3
East North Central ... 23 +18. - 3.5 3,137 2,652 - 3,251 15 g2.4 79.1 83.6
Fest Horth Contral cecvescccassa 10 + 4 «13.9 1,505 1,41 1,787 - - - -
South At1lantic eeesesveoressonss 18 2.7 - 2.0 1,555 - 1,380 1,587 1l 59.8 58.0 62.0
East South Central cevvescssnsse ik +17.0 ~15.4 1,566 1,338 1,852 _— - - -
Wost South Contral cesessassecss 20 +22.7 =10.8 2,520 2,053 2,826 - - - -
PRCILIC sevevoassrsssasnreaveves 12 +11.1 - 3.2 4,288 3,860 U, lues - - - -
Dry 2o0ds, t0LAL sevssrrecsscreser 90 +15.6 «15.6 15,726 13,598 18,424 28 NN 43,5 46,8
Middle Atlantic .».. 19 +20.6 ~12.5 3,186 2,681 3,642 - - - -
East Horth Central . 1 + 9.5 ~14.1 1,438 1,313 1,674 10 h6.8 48.1 48.3
South Atlantic .e.eevonee 10 +22.3 - 3.4 1'252 1,280 1,621 - - - -
East South Contral ....ecevcsees 15 +22.5 ~22.7 1, 1,148 1,820 - - - -
Fest South Central .cecesesssnes 11 + 0.8 ~36.5 1,363 1,352 2,145 - - - -
PACLTIC sesesacessonsoncronasass 11 ~14.1 ~12.6 896 1,043 1,025 - - - -
Electrical goods, total weeevsivee 98 +24.8 - 5.6 8,785 7,038 9,309 24 78.9 76.8 80.8
Middle ALLERtiC seevseesnsessees 9 + 9.2 + 0.6 898 822 893 - - - -
East Horth Oentral eveescescsses by +36.0 - 4.8 2,748 2,020 2,886 - - - -
DPRCITAC eocesnorserescasensersns 19 +24.9 «11.6 2,179 1,78k 2,64 - - - -
Oroceries and foods, total ..oe... 279. + 2.6 ~12.8 34,634 33,768 39,702 203 93.3 90.0 100.9
Middle ALLANLLC sesessrososacnns 57 + 1.8 ~11.7 9,550 9,381 10,81k r] 93.9 85.8 100,0
Bast Horth Centrel eescesossssas 60 + 4.8 11,3 80719 7.712 9,110 ug 91.4 8.4 99.8
Fost North Contral eeecsiceseses ML + 1.2 »13.8 4,152 4,103 4,815 26 92.6 88.8 93.5
South AtLEBtIC csoersersascoines 25 + 8.0 - 9.3 1,653 1,2&; 1,823 19 101.2 92.6 105.0
Fast South Central seeseesscsscs 26 + 0.1 12,9 1,650 1, 1,895 11 92,4 83.8 .0
¥ost South Central seseassnsssee 22 " o+ \t.g «12.8 2,727 2,608 3,126 20 96.7 30.1 102.4
HOUNLBIN cavecsesooanscosssseves 9 + 3. - 7.6 1, 1,761 1,993 - - - -
PRCILIC ccsvsessreasasessssscnos 32 - 0.3 +27.6 7,514 7,433 5,811 26 107.6 108.% 113.0
Bardware, tOtEL cescscivassesercns 146 +1E.9 ~16.3 17,747 15,586 21,205 ) 55.14 53.3 56.8
Middle ALANLAC sesesonosaciions 26 +14.1 12,0 1,942 1,702 2,208 - - - -
Bast North Central ceceesessooss 23 +17.1 «16.2 h,088 3,481 U,.881 10 4.6 52.6 4.9
Fost North Central ceeesce-sreas 22 +11.1 -17.9 2,514 2,263 3,062 - - - -
South At1antic cesveesererironse 16 +14.6 - 8.9 . 1,0 933 1,173 15 50.8 48.9 5545
East South Central .eeesecessscs 22 +30.6 «15.1 2,775 2,125 3,270 - - - -

. West South Central .cevescesvese 12 +17.9 -16.8 g5l 803 1,16 - - - S
PACLLIC ceercccascerarssnsoscsss 19 +1.9 -20.2 3,836 3,768 4,815 - - - -
Paper and its products, totel ... 67 + 6.8 14,1 3,815 3,629 4,511 36 75.0 71.6 76.0
Middle AL1ENtAC eeereanvsvioasas 2 + 3.5 -1h. % 1,3 1,206 1,566 - - - -
Bast North Contral ceesseccesses 15 + 7.0 «16.2 1, 1,318 1,677 13 75.6 72.0 76.0
PACITLC sosvsesernontcasssnssscs 11 +20.6 «20.9 340 282 430 R - - -

L2

States comprising regions:
Now England (Connecticut, Mmsine, Mmssachusetis, New Hampshire, Bhode Izlend, Vermont)

Middle Atlantic (Hew Jersey, New York, Pemnsylvanis)

East North Central (Illinois, Indienms, Michigen, Ohio, Visconsin) o
Weot North Central (Iows, Kanses, Hinnesota, Missouri, Nebraski, North Dakota, South Dakota)

South Atlantic (Delaware, District of Columbie, Floridas, Georgia, Meryland, North Carolina, South Cmrolina, Virginis,
Bast South Centrel (Alabama, Kentuclky, Mississippi, Tennesses)

West South Oentrel (Arkenses, Louisians, Oklshoms, Pexas)

Mountain (Arizona, Colorado, Ideho, Montana, Nevada, New Mezico, Utah, Pyoming)

Pacific (Californie, Oregon, Fashingion)
K06 29
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PERCENTACE OF CEANGE IN SALES OF 1146 ¥EOLESALERS IN 20 KINDS OF BUSINESS

NOVEMEER 1936 COMPARED WITH NOVEMBER 1935

KIND OF BUSINESS %9229:9__853 » " ,, B imcresee s0 0
MACHINERY, EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES ——— + §3.8 IR e S 1
METALS + U8y
LUMBER ANWD BUILDING MATERIAL + U46.2
PLUMBING AND HEATING EQUIPMENT AND SUPFLIES + 39.0
JEWELEY - : — +23.9
ELECTRICAL GOODS - : ' 4+ 24.8
FURNITURE AND HOUSE FURNISHINGS ———— + 22.8
éﬂms A¥D mm PRODUCTS - + ‘19-3
DBY GOODS : — +15.6
HARTWARE ;' ‘ — + 13-9 :
IRUGS AND DRUG SUNDRIES _ +13.8
ATPOMOTIVE SOPPLIES : ' + 13.1
PAINTS AND VARNISHES — + 945
CLOTHING AND FUBNISHINGS EXCEPT SHOES — + 8.8
PAPER AED ITS PRODUCTS ' + 6.8
FARM PRODUCTS (CONSUMER GOODS) —— % 6.3
SOBACCO AND ITS PRODUCTS 4+ 3.4
GROCERIES AND FOODS + 2.6
HISCRLLANEOUS . e13.8
SHOES AND OTHER FOOTEEAR — s.sol'




Tor Release not farlier See Pages 5=7 for
than Jenuary 30,1937 Manufacturers® Data

Department of Commerce
Burean of Toreign and Domestic Commsree
i . " Washington

( In Cooperation with Wational Assoeiation of Credit Men)
WHOLESAT.ERSY SATES AND COLLECTIONS ON ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE
December 1938

Value of wholesale trade increased substantially in December 1936 from December
. 1935 and collections on accounts receivable were made at a higher rate over this peried,
according to reports of wholesalers in the monthly joint study of the Hational Associaw
tion of Credit Men arnd the Bureau of Foreign and Domestie Commeree, Departueht of
Campres.

Total Net sales of 1020 reporting wholesalers inereassd over 21 percent in Nege
ember 1938 from Descember 1935, a contifuation of a change recorded for every month of
this year over ithe corresponding month of last year. Without adjustment for seasgnal
influence, December 1936 sales registered an increase of about 1 percent from November
of this year.

411 of the wholesale trade groups shown in this report excepting farm products had
inereased sales in December this year over the same month last yesr with durable and
semi-durable goods showing the most Pavorable improvement anl consumpilén goods the
least favorable improvemsnt. The increases ranged from 5 percent for tobaceco and its
produets bto V2.3 percent for machinery, equipment amd supplies. Metal, lumber and
bullding material, plumbing ard heating equipment, and furniture wholesalers averagsd
increased in sales of over 50 percent. In comparison with November 1936, 11 of the groups
ghowsd incrsases and 9 showed decreases,

| Results presented separately by certain geographical regions indicate that sales

1w December as compared with December a year agoe inereased in most all seetions of the
country for the wholesale trade groups shown. TIncreases greatly in excess of the average
for certain trades were shown in a number of regions, particularly in the Rast North
Central States and South Atlantie States.

Percentages of collections on accounts receivable submitted by 609 Wholesalers
were higher in Necember this year than in both December last year and November of thisg
year. In December 1936, ¥9.8 percent of accounts receivable were collected as compared
with 73 percent for December a year ago aml 94.3 percent for Wovember 19%6,

In reflecting the averasge experience of the reporting establishments the medisn
percentages has been seleeted as the most suitable average. This method gives equal
weight to all firms regardless of the volume of business dome and the figure is obtained
by arranging the individusl collections percentages in order of size and selecting the
middle item. This procedure tends to mihimize fluctuations.

Sixteen of the 1¢ wholesale groups reporting showed a higher average colleetion
percentage for December 1936 than for December 1935, The greatest relative increase in
collections from a year ago was registered by wholesalers of farm products (consumer goods) ¢

The highest collections percentages were shown by the meats and mest products
group, the median collection figures being 11l0.2 percent for December ard 107.l percent
for November this year and 109.3 percent for December last yedr. These percentages indicate
that custémers of these firms took less than thirty days on %E@ average to vay for their
purchases.

Detailed figures are presented in ths following tables and chﬁrtsﬁ
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Sales &néd COIIections on iceounts Receivable of Reporting Wholeselers in 20 Kinds of Business

Page 4 /3

Decerr 1836
S : . *No. of Percent¥of collections during
. . ?grgi e __Sales reported “pimms .month o accounts receiveble
Kind of Business . s Doc. 1936 percent: mmoyusends of Dolleireport- jat beginning of month
Tepor¥- . age change from 8 : Medien percentes

¢ - = ing e hMedlign percenvages

. 1ng . Dece : NOoVe : DeCe: DOCo: NOVe : 1lect. s - -

‘ Bales | 1g3x . 1936 : 1936 : 1935 ; 1936 Jeollectes Doc,1936: Dec,l935: Novelese
tomotive Supplies 39 26,0 ~10.8 1,648 1.309 1,838 28 62.8 60¢0 615
»thing & Furnishings excp.shoes 18 F15.5 -19.7 969 839 1,207 @ 65,0 62.0 50.0
ses and other footwear 3¢ ¥ 8.0 -20.2¢ 10,673 9,885 13,494 15 47,0 46,0 40.6
o k%
1gs end drug sundries 98 Fa00 ’f/ 8.5 14.884 12,322 13.725 49 97.8 800 71,0
7 Goods 88 Fee.5 -17.8 12.642 9,841 15,374 0 5547 48,9 4404
setrical goods 69 fs0.6 6.7 7,057 5,701 5,828 26 85,1 7707 7449
m prod. (consumer goods) 23 -3 4 F5.7 3,646 3,773 3,867 25  138.0 188,.1 118.0
rniture & house furnishings a7 +64.5 -ho.g 2,160 -~ 1,315 1,947 12 539 52.0 49,1
>end foods, excp. farm prds. 260 ’{{15.0 4+ 5.4 32,852 29,068 51,168 197  102,0 917 9%.8
its and meat products 19 ‘}’10.9 %10.1 8,327 7,511 7,560 18  110.2 1095 107.1
*gware 132 *zﬂe- F 4.6 16,471 12,309 15,742 41 6042 5642 5448
relry am optical goods 16 51,8 ¥ 1.3 775 588 765
er & bldg. material 9 55,8 F 645 658 424 704 9 720 6742 645
thinery, egpt. and supplies ) ‘
;opt slectrical 26 %72,3 ‘h&.@ 2,209 1,282 1,898 24 77.2 7045 72,1
els 8 ¥s52.5 X 5.9 w2 264 427 7 717 63.8 84.0
-Ats am varnishes 10 6.6 -35.2 1,112 954 1,487 9 48.0 58.5 505



fontinuved from Pege (2)

Paper am its products 62 *Fzsa.z ‘f"lﬁ.@ 3,950 2,889 3,378 25 4.6 720 710
Petrolewm s its products™ _ _ _ _

Plumbing heating equipt.& Sup. 37 F56.8 “+3.1 2,106 1,343 2,174 34 6645 54,8 62¢7
Tobacee end its products 10 Fs.0 sz 1,312 1,248 1,110 9  108.0 109.0 101.0
iiscelleneous, total 30 %55._0 ¥ 740 6,360 4,712 5,942 34 697 50,7 629

Lesther and lesther ggzodet®

Beer, wines & Spirituous liquorg**®

motal 1020 %1.3 %‘1 131,113 108,085 129,627 600  79.8  73.0  74.3

*These figures should not bs related to sales figures for current month. They Tepresent only ratic of colisctions
during that month to accounts receivable at beginning of month. The wide differences existing between the
percenteges for various kinds of business are due prineipally to veristions in terms of sales.
*% Tngufficient number of reports at present to show results sepesrately: figures apw included with iwiscellaneous.
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Page #(3¥
Ssle md Collectioms of isccounts receivable of reporti VWholesalers in 8 Kinds of Susiness
December 1936
{Results shown only fro those trades heving & syffieient number of reports for one or more regions¥)
‘ (sales Reported)

No. of : Dec 1936 percent: Thousands of Dolla: Noe Of percent of collections during

Kind of Business ani region ii;?:it—; agic?han%zvfmmpéc. e "gi;. irgngzil}g Zznzzgzgn?§0§§t3025§?wa%le

P seles : 1935 : 1936 : 1936 : 1935 : 1036 ;C0l1ections: pee 1036: Dec.1935: Nov.1936
Automotive supplies, total 39 ¥26.0 =103 1,849 1,308 1,838 28 62.8 600 ’61.5
East liorth Central | 11 *36,5 * 2.3 400 203 391 11 8646 56,4 61.0
Pacifie 16 . %17.9 -24e7 409 347 543 _ _ _
Shoes and other footwear 39 * 8.0 =20.9 0,878 9,883 13,424 15 47,0 46.8 40 .0
Middle Alantic 13 ¥ 1.9 = 1.2 1.321 1.207 1,337 _ _ _
Drugs and drug sundries, 98 *20,8 * 8.5 14,884 12,322 13,725 49 7948 80.0 71.0
widdle Atlantic 13 ¥10.6 * 4,8 2,107 1.905 2,010 _ _ _ _
Eest North Central 21 20,9 *16.1 3,332 2,565 2,860 13 91,7 95.0 82,4
South itlentic 16 *2%,2 * 2,8 1,216 987  1.188 10 ~ 70.8 8046 57,7
West South Central 23 ¥19.4 *13.0  3.222 2,699 2,852 10 7645 0.8 64.1
Dry Goods, total 88 *28,5 *17.8 12,641 9,841 15,374 30 55,7 48,9 44,4
riddle stlantic o *41,5 *11.8 5,412 2,411 5,055 _ _ o
East North Central 11 ¥22,0 - 2.8 1,308 1.146 1,438 10 6147 527 46,8
South stlentic | 13 *16,2 -23.1 1,278 1,100 1,668  _ _ _ _
Eest South Central ? 12 #22,8 -32,8 1,115 907 1,658 _ _ _
Yest South Ceniral \\ iz ® 1e8 =304 841 828 1,208 _ - | - -
Pacific / ° * 5.2 =28.2 542 515 756



Continued from Page (3}
Elect: cal goods, totel 69 *¥30,6 . ¥38.7 75w 5,701 5,822 28.° 85,1 7.7 o0 749
Tast lTorth Central 26  *47.0 #5869 2,661 1,810 1,916 _ _ - —
South itlembic 10 *31.1 *25,3 1,080 824" ge2 _ _ _
Pacifie 15 ¥41.8  *38.5 ,1’830 1,291 1,381 _ _ _
Gro. and foods, total 260  #13,0 * 5.4 32,852 29,069 31,168 197 102.0 91,7 93.8
L:iddle Aﬁlsatie | 54 *10.3 ¥ 9.2 8,344 7,565 7,643 39 0%.4 909 939
Zast Horth Central 60 %1849 * 9,7 8,773 7,347 7,959 48 104.5 92.1 92.9
Vest North Central 30 *12,6 * 3,6 2,939 | 2,587 2,837 24  119.8 99.9 98.8
South Atlantic 30 *17 .4 * 5,8 . 2,116 1,803 2,000 19 103.7 22.8 101.2
Zest South Central 17 -*15.6 * 9.0 1,040 900 954 iz 932 8l.5 9346
Wiest South Central ; 24 *12. 0 * 1.0 3,064 2,736 | 3,033 21 106.0 89.6 91.4
liountain 9 *14.9 - 444 1,412 1,229 1,477 _ _ _ _
Pacifie 30 * 548 - 1.6 4,888 ' 4,618 4,969 22 9l.1 95.6 95.5
Herdware, total 132 %28.6 * 4.é 16,471 12,809 15,742 41 60.2 5642 54.8
Middle Atlantic 25 . *24.5  *16.,3 2,188 1,757 1,882 _ _ _ _
Eest North Central 21 *38.5 * 9,3 5,686 2,661 3,371 9 63.6 5662 54,0
- West Horth Central 14 *20 o4 * 1.0 1,76@ 1,412 | 1,683 _ _ _ -
South atlantic 17 *25,5 - 769 1,244 993 1,350 13 47,0 44,5 50.0
Zast Scuth Central 16 *47 4 * 267 2,036 1,381 1,082 _ _ _ -
west South Central 17 #29,.53 - 5.9 1,394 1,078 3'.‘,45? _ - - -

Pagific 168 *21,5 * 6,5 3,542 2,915 3,326 o _ _




Continued frcm Pege (3}

3,378 35 746 72,0 710

Pgper and its Products 82 %3663 *18.9 3,980 2,899

iddle Atlantic 19 *34,5  *2l,1 1,585 1,143 1,268  _ _ o _
Zast horth Gentral 13 %49,6  *19.2 1,134 758 951 15 79.8 74,9 4.4
Pacific | 11 *20.1  *21.2 412 543 540 _ _ _ _

*Siates Lomprising regions:
New England) Connecticut, Maine, Massachuetis, New Hampshxre Rhode Islend, Vermont)
Ulddle Atlantie{New Jersey, New York, Penusylvania)

Zagt North Centrel(Illinois, Iindisns, Lichigan, Chioc, visconsin)
West North Centrel(Iowa, Lamas, iinnesbis, Nebraske, Nissouri, North Dakota, South Dekota,)
Seuth Atlantie (Delaware, Jistrict of Columbias, Florida, ueorgis, ngryland, N.Csrolina, S.Caroline, Ve, W.Va,.
Fast South Jentral{ Alsbams, Xentucky, Mississippi, Tennessee)

Vest South Centrel(irkansss, louisisna, Okleshoms, Yexss)
Mountein(4irizons, Colorade, ldaho, Montana, Nevade, new Mexico, utah, Wyoming)

Pacific{California, Oregon, vwashington)
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