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SALES AND INVENTORIES
UNITED STATES SUMMARY . GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS

JANUARY 1949

Data contained in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitied to the
Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 2,947 wholesale houses in various lines of trade.

"SALES

January sales dropped 14 percent below those recorded in December 1948, While this
decrease follows the usuval seasonal trend, it is somewhat greater than would normally be ex-
pected. Compared with January 1948, a drop in sales level of 8 percent is noted--the first
January to January-a-year-ago decrease recorded since 1943. With but few exceptions, all trades
covered by this report registered lower dollar volume sales levels compared with the corre-
sponding month a year ago and with December 1948,

INVENTORIES

January inventories, valued at cost, continue to increase somewhat, gaining 16 percent
over the corresponding period a year ago and 5 percent over December 1948, according to re-
ports submitted by 1,885 firms. Expressed in terms of stock-sales ratios, the 185 reported for
January is an increase of 35 points above December 1948 and a 40-point increase over January a
year ago.

RETAIL TRADE

January sales of independent retail stores, as shown in the Bureau’s MONTHLY RETAIL
TRADE REPORT, recorded a decrease of 38 percent below December 1948, and 5 percent below
the same month a year ago. .

TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES._SEVEN TRADES .

JANUARY 1949 COMPARED WITH
JANUARY 1948

i ELECTRICAL 300DS

TOBACCO
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THVENTORIES

Data in this report are not adjusted for number of days in the month nor for seasonal or price
fluctuations,
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WHOIESALIRS® SAIES AND INVENITORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION -
JANUARY 1949
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGEAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at -cost)
- a
Kind of business Percent change | January 1949 sample | Percent change | January 1949 sample St"::;i::as
and
Jan, | Jan. No. of | Reported Jan, |Jan, No. of | Reported
geographic division 1949 | 1949 fLirms dollar 1949 {1949 firms doller Jan, | Jan, | Dec,
from | from report- sales from | from report- values 1949 | 1948 | 1948
Jah. | Dec, ing (add 000) Jan, | Dec. ing (add 000) -
1948 | 1948 1948 | 1948
Farm supplieSceicccasassessossvsarcasssasssnss -18| 18 16 $3,535 -3%] -3 9 $989 94] 1101 103
Fresh fruits and vegetableSsesecssssssscsccrcs ~-8] -18 66 45030 0] +8 39 910 8l 35 29
Now Englandecicosssoosassoenscencansssancs ~16 | ~22 10 366 O +12 7 28 11 9
Middle AtlantiCecsscesscsssssasssesssasens ~«1210 -9 16 1,209 -5 +33 10 149 23 22 16
East North Contralsecescecsosossscssssnsses =12 | -32 17 1,013 171 ~9 10 268 (7% IV 37
Grocorios, totalesscosncssessoresoasonsosonsca -2 ~1 546 89,458 =i 9 321 754131 a4 f 166 140
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalers®eseoose ~5] ~3 m 39,341 -3] +2 182 39,168 91 161 138
Now England..esccssecvssesecasscasssncosse -4l -5 5 760 b b b b b b b
Middle Atlanbic.. . - 11 <21 20 3,035 4§ +1 8 2,735 12841 150 93
East North Central. . -1] -3 48 75993 -2 -3 24 9,637 1541 152 154
West North Central... - + 41 -2 518 S711 -11 +1 37 8,153 5| 1574 139
South AtlantiCessecsecsscns oee -2 0 60 6,025 -11 +1 26 3,635 1431 1321 13
East South Contraleseccesssocscss . -13 ] -10 32 2,966 -7] +2 21 3,193 1511 137} 134
Wast South Contralecesssscsccsncss vae =L -4 78 8,214 0| +15 53 s 150 1291 125
Mounbain,eceseasescsvosssssseosssesannsaes -Li +7 10 1,373 -51 -7 8 1,817 1531 176 177
PacifiCessecsscscsccescsnsssoncssncas +2b | +24 10 2,264 b b b b b b b
Voluntary-group wholesalers. -1] -1 127 27,131 -8 -1 81 17,832 Ish ] 1561 145
New Englandeescss ~-2] =10 1 1,148 +1 ] 5 1,203 1y k| 136
Middle AtlantiCocsscecsceessssanssssocssne +3 iy 33 8,292 <17 | <14 17 2,837 123 ] 1394 133
East North Centraleccsosssssssssnssusesose -5 0 35 7,408 -8 +1 19 4,566 78] 1821 1N
West North Centralsecccecsssecsscecnsoossn +2] -6 26 5,400 =12} + 2 19 3,402 1281 167| 143
Soubh AtlantiCesecscosesssacsoccesossesans -51 +2 9 1,362 -91 +7 5 829 138} 154 123
PBCLLiCesssceorosesoescsscsonannoreceseses -3 -3 5 2,044 0] -2 5 2,635 129 125 128
Rotailer-cooperative 1warshouseBasesssvsenone +1y | +11 20 9,341 +2} -2 12 6,029 130§ 134§ 155
Specialty lines wholesalerBe.eeessevenvosess -k o 88 13,645 -3] -2 16 12,102 136} 136] 132
How Englande.oeeeasescsnccee sansesers ~13| ~10 ° 7 284 +9] -6 & 149 69 53 70
Middle ALlantiCescscscccvsscvonsvarsvocnns -16] + 2 18 3,18 =141 =10 9 1,857 120] 120) 124
East Horth Cenmbral...ccveccvveovnnencesses +12] -2 12 650 121 + 8 5 160 73 97 65
South AtlantiCseecicasscecrcccscssrvossane +1] -2 21 1,328 +3] -4 9 1,129 2] 1 119
East South Central.... <151 -9 13 186 b b b b b b b
West South Central... voseet +26 | +27 5 403 b b - b b b b b
PacifiCesooascoccissscscsnan +2 o 7 6,783 -1} -1 n 7,835 162) 1661 153
Jéether. and shos findingBesseecccocsonas =12 0 29 392 -1l + 4 12 931 L6811 3901 514
Mente and moat productfuccescase -15] ~ 8 50 36,421 ~16] +8 29 72282 &0 63 57
Middle Atlantie.cveerusone ~T( =8 8 2,278 20+ 2 7 802 391 481 36
East North Central...... asescousscnns 18| =24 12 75,719 ~131 +10 10 4,197 82 75 63
South AtlantiCeesrcaccrcnanrasssansanrosace ~20 | =2l 5 1,072 =18 o b 185 L5 Ly 34
East South Contral...ccsvecsenscecenescnns <10 -19 & 1,192 b b b b b b b
PocifiCesescscencsoseccrsscescaacnoresenne -2 -7 5 3,463 ~1h | +16 L 566 29 38 25
Papor and its productBesceccsevesccscsersnaene ~10} -5 52 6,657 +17 1 +.1 2l 4,501 1501 116) 325
Middle ALloaNtiC.cecsvesecosavioasosvonrins =14 -k 15 1,625 b b b b b b
East Borth Gantml.‘....................... -8} +2 16 2540 b b b b b b b
Hest Horth Central.... evosesssas <14 -19 IS 147 b b b b b b b
South AtlentiC.cceace. coseessesrrerens ~h ] + 1 T 555 b b b b b b b
Potroleumeesssoosscvansnce <114 -16 27 1,028 +7]1 -8 25 595 62 52 56
’vShons e&nd other footwear.. 121 +9 25 L, 781 +35 o 17 12,961 113 731 2181
‘Tobaceo produetBecsosacs -7t ~23 244, 26,603 + 4] +10 131 11,683 751 651 53
-3 -3 18 1,919 b b b b b -] 1
~13 | =28 53 9,260 + 51 415 37 6,577 86 70 55
East North Centml................... -3 =24 48 Iy 941 + 2] +#11 21 1,565 63 6L hiy
Wont Horth Contrale:iesseeescccocscusonens -51 =19 35 2,953 4] + 2 15 719 90| 65| 65
South AtlantiCeccocssescnrroasvensonsevesns -7t -12 19 1,938 +11] +3 14 1,021 60 50 51
East South Contrelecevevesocescascaosenaos +1] +35 5 542 b b b b b b b
Yoot ‘SBouth Central.... sessaos 0ol -0 25 1,443 b b b b b t b
Hountainecesvoccoscossnssconcssaseosecsnes + 4] =19 19 1,075 +13 | +15 1k LTk 75 Th 70
PacifiCsaesscsacrarcasiessasconocssnonnane - 3] -2h 22 2,542 b b b b b b
HE865LLANE0US e soveroeanossssosonrecoscnarnans -3] -7 12 2,561 o413 -2 7 2,345 2641 220 | 265

& Stock-salos ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, st cost, by total sales {including any direct shi

business) for an identical group of f£irms' reporting inventories in conjunction with sales.

b Inswfficient data to show separately.

¢ Hot affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groupa.

States comprising geographic divisions:

Now England - (Coun., Maine, Mass., M.H., R.1., Vbo)

Mddle Atlantic - (H.J., N.Y., Pa.)

Eest North Contral - (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)

West North Central - (Iowa, Kens,, ¥imn., Mo., Hebr.,

4220y ¥. Dak., S, Dak.)

3

and consd }r

South Atlantic - (Del., D.C., Fla,, Ga,, Md., N.C., S3.C., Va., W. Va.)
East Somth Contral - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)
West South Qentral ~ (Ark., La,, Okla,, Texas)
5 Hont., Nev., N.Mex., Utah, Wyo.)

Mountain - (Ariz., Golo., Ideho
Pagific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.
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Data contained in this release are compiled from confidential reports submitted to the

Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 2,996 wholesale houses in various lines of
trade. . ‘

SALES

Wholesale dollar sales volume for the total reporting panel during the month of February

is approximately the same as recorded in the previous month, Compared with February 1948,
however, a drop in sales level of 3 percent is indicated, By kinds of business, seasonal advances
are noted in clothing and furnishings, farm supplies, jewelry, furniture and house furnishings,
electrical group, and shoes and other footwear; while most of the remaining kinds of business,
when compared with January 1949, experienced decreases ranging from 2 percent to 14 percent.

On a cumulative basis, the first two months of 1949 dropped 6 per cent below the corre-
sponding period a year ago. With but few exceptions, all trades covered by this report registered
lower dollar volume sales levels compared with a similar periocd in 1948, -

INVENTORIES :

February inventories, valued at cost, gained 3 percent over the previous month and 14 per-
cent over February 1948, according to reports submitted by 1,962 firms reporting inventory in
conjunction with sales. Expressed in terms of stock-sales ratios, the 187 reported for February
is an increase of 3 points above the January ratio and a 28-point increase over February a year
ago. . i : :

RETAIL TRADE ]
According to the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report, February sales of independent re-
- tail stores recorded a decrease of 5 percent below the previous month and a 2 percent drop below
February 1948. Cumulative sales for the first two months of 1949 registered a 3 percent drop be-
. low the corresponding period a year ago. .

TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTQRIES__SEVEN TRADES

FEBRUARY 1949 COMPARED WiTH
FEBRUARY 1948

ELECTRICAL GOOD3

DRUGS;
o
GROCERIES .

' SALES
INVENTORI ES

Data in this report are not adjusted for number of days in the month nor for seasonal or price
fluctuations., . ‘
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FEBRUARY

1949

WHOIESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GBOGRAPHIC DIVISION

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month {(at cost)

Stock-gales®
. ; - ratios
ind of business Percent chenge |February 1949 sample| Percent change Februar? }9&9 sample
. and Feb. | Feb, |2 mos. | yo, off Reported | Feb. | Feb. | No, of| Reported
geographic division - 1949 1 1949 1 1949 fims | dollar 1949 | 1949 firms dgzlar Feb, | Feb, 1 dJan,
from | from | from | repopt.! sales | from | from | peport-| values 1949 | 1948 | 1949
Feb. | Jan. | 2 mos. | 5np | (add 000) | Feb. | dan. | ing | (add 000) |
1948 | 1949 | 19480 1968 | 1969 |
United States t0t8leeeescosecsssries | =3 0 -6 2,996 | $45L,553 +14 +3 1,962 | § 609,224 1871 159 | 184
New Englandesecsceconssccsesssessvrosacss -7 -2 -6 194 19,713 +20 + 7 127 27,622 198 153 181
Middle ALlANtiCeesecesccsssosncnscrscase | = 3| =1 - b 600 84,320 +17 +3 357 78,938 155 133 153
East North Central...................... ~w2) ~2 -l 580 88,782 +15 + b 371 | 116,512 1781 18| 169
Wost North Central.sesecesssescseseseacs | =2 +5 -6 336 | 62,932 14 + 4 256 | 102,954 206 { 178 | =207
South AL1antiCeseoessscesvaseescncescens | + 1| =2 -k 386 b5,412 +19 +3 254 | 60,113 17| 150 | 169
East South Centralessccssscccscsessssces | =5] =5 -8 (15 17,897 +10 +5 99 23,991 93| 169 ] 180
Hest South Centralececsreccsescesrsscnses + 4 + 1 0. 260 37,026 +18 + 3 174 51,358 193 169 186
HountaiNesesceesrssacoscsssosorseassenss | =51 +3 -1 123 13,709 +5 +8 82 19,032 761 1611 17
PacifiCoesvevossssarssasescssacorcnccass | =8| =5 -1 331 52,061 12 + 1 218 87,896 232) 189 222
Automotive supplieS,csessoeesssssesecses -11 4] ~10 204 8,710° +11 + 6 134 15,245 298 247 281
Hiddle Atlantic... =10 | =17 =9 36 Ay +1k +61, 29 1,559 307] 2381 153
East North Central ~187 + 1 -16 43 1,889 +16 -1 30 3,551 26'f 1821 258
West North Central -2] +1 -k 32 2,613 +12 +5 27 5,036 300 2737 317
South AtlantiCes.. -8] -12 =11 15 665 +11 2 1 1,220 2951 253 | 242
West South Central.... -8 ~5 17 8 327 +15 8 5 1,063 373 | 261 328
Mountaine.eessesoensen ~-3{ +8 -5 16 776 +13 0 5 1461 290 2541 331
PECAfiCiessoesnsrosssnsnsscnescanse | ~R0| =2 ~17 45 1,383 - & -1 22 1,713 451 ) 369 | 431
Electrical group, t0t8lesscsessessccases | + 1] 310 -2 582 | 100,847 +40 + 7 505 1 185,883 19| 139 | 202
Full-line wholesalerBeceessesesasssses + 1 +11 -2 . 390 85,838 +43 .+ 7 378 166,450 197 140 205
New Englandeceseseesssnensescsscone | + 5] + b +3 30 4,128 9 | +9 30 10,603 257 | 18l [ 2u6
Middle At1antic.esvesossscesossesse |° +17 | 419 +10 53 13,120 +43 + 7 52 22,491 1761 12| 19
East North Central.sseeciesscesesas | =1 ] +9 -3 T 21,148 +hly + 8 T 37,642 18,1 1277 186
West North Centralecescessecocseces | =~ 6] #10 -8 A 9,550 +5h + 7 b0 18,224 911 1171 196
South AtlantiCeeecessecescsoesesees | + 5| +11 -1 6L 11,583 +51 +8 58 22, 199.] 140} 207
East -South Central, vevovesseses | = 3| +16 -7 23 3,712 451 + 8 22 6,905 1881 120 { 202
West South Central.sesssssssesessos | - +13 | 417 +9 43 8,361 +6L + 7 43 15,350 184§ 328 | 200
-4 +12 -8 18 2,791 +14 + 7 17 5,508 200 169 212
11 + 4 -11 7 131,385 +26 + ki % 27,585 243 17 244
Wiring supplies, construction
materials distrTibutorseesssseses =5 -2 -5 111 5,819 15 +3 68 6,324 L7 Y2} L6
New England... g + L =157 +9 13 460 + 5 -5 5 251 193 197 155
Middle AblantiC.eesssucsssscscessss | + 2| =5 + 4 26 949 +-9 +1 16 1,135 1621 154 | 164
East North Central.vececsesecsosecs | = 6 0 ~11 24 1,188 +25 +5 14 047 69| 138 | 174
West North Centralieececesscossssos +16 +13 + 6 Vi 618 e ‘© c ¢ [ e c
South At1antiCessesecsscassos <131 -5 -10 18 1,569 +19 o 15 1,665 15 83 110
West South Centralesessesssccecscee +6 +20 -3 8 510 +21 +24 5 687 158 152 164
Appliances and specialties -
wholesalersesaeeeasssesescosesveencsss | =1 | +13 -4 8L 9,190 +25 +5 59 13,105 81| 1381 193
New fngl. -16 + 9 -17 T 656 ¢ [ c [ e ) ¢
Middle AtLantiC.ecesseescecroesocss | #26 | +40 +18 17 2,289 -7 =10 8 1,844 132 151 =222
-  East North Centralieses.. cevee ] #3413 0 14 1,647 +19 +13 91. 1,397 1231 109 130
West North Centralesecsesecsocscescs | + &1 =10 -3 9 891 +24 +1 7 1,199 150 125 135
South AtlantiCeecescesses beses +7 +31 -2 i 1,738 c [ [ [ c e 4
PacifiCesesnessescrccsseccarsncrese -2l -1 -25 9 703 +19 +14 9. 1,641 2331 148 204
Furniture and houge fumishings... -1] 48 -13 "39 5,821 489 +3 22 6,636 181 95 | 204
Middle Atlantice... +14 | +10 411 13 2,343 c c c c c [ [
East North Central... eeone + 1] +33 -8 [ 847 L c e L c c ¢
South AtlantiCisessecsscssvescsocesn -5 +H2 | -2 5 758 [ [ [ 1 e < c
West South Centraleessssscsssoesacs =10 |. +10 -13 3 495 [ c e e c ¢ £
PagifiCecsocecssasssosceccescsoasss ~33 -1 -33 8 270 e < < c e c e
HardwarCsoseaovcacescncecsssosessosssnce =15 ~3 ~13 117 32,66k +12 +6 - 88 85,372 310 237 294
Middle AtlantiCessesssccesescossses | =2 | +11 'y 25 5,416 +18 + & 18 9,477 231 18] 212
East North Centralesecesessssavecese | =25 | =35 -18 14 5,489 +5 + b 1y 16,672 3041 2164 217
West North Centr8leeesssoesscesesss | ~16 | + 4 ~15 16 7,419 +12 +9 13 23,471 3161 236 | 7304
South AtlantiC.cseseesceessssccrces -1 -12 -3 -19 3,179 +30 |, +2 12 6,248 289 227 252
East South Central.eceecsescecscsss | =15 | —20 -10 1 2,633 .1 41k 2 A 2,439 71 2431 2051 194
‘West South CentTalicessescssscsscas | =9 | =56 ~14 13 2,605 +11 +2 8 6,379 310 | 2531 287
PacifiCescssesessvensoessercsseaness | ~21 | ~5 -17 13 5,172 +9 +6 n 18,174 Wy 297 378
Industrial supplieS.eses -1 + b -1 i) $.919 +5 -7 37 7.979 223 199 227
New Englandes.. -8 -7 -8 8 166 ) [ e ) ¢ c c
lilddle Atlantic, =l | -9 -8 18 1,655 +6 1 =1 9 1,880 207 158 ] i85
East North Central, -12 | «15 - b . 875 +38 “« 2 ] 400 37 | A | Ak
West North Centralessseescecceccesse] —25 [ +7 ~21 8 52L L c c c e e .
‘South AtlantiCesecessssesesassssnss | #1311 =7 -1 8 683 +18 + 4 "6 1,356 220 | 2141 197
West South Cenbraliececsssacsossoss +17 +29 +22 5 3,272 c [ e c e ¢ e
PACLLAC. rvensaresnnssonemecnsenees | =2 | #lh | <11 a 1876 | +3 | -5 4 618 | 220 2121 300

Y4

{Continued on next page)
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Sales

Inventory, end-of-month (at cost)

Stock-sales®

Y2049

Percent change February 1949 sample|Perceni change |February“1949 sample ratios
Kind of business Fob Feb 2 E Feb Feb
and 'eb, | Feb. mos. ob, b, .
geographic division 1909 | 1949 | 1oky | Nos of) BEERRE L agus | asug | Mg o Feroreed | o | ke Jan
from| from | from 4 - from |} from 1949 | 1018 | 1949
Feb. | Jan. | 2 mos, | Teport-| sales Feb, | Jan, | TSPOrt- values 1949 ) 1948 | 1949
1948 | 1949 1948b | ing (add 000) 1948 1949 ing (add 000)
JOUBLIYoesosesssesoressocsncrsaprnnaces <] +23 =10 137 $L,575 -1 + 2 63 $9,757 334§ 2961 429
Middle Atlantices.. 23] =2 =0 36 765 3 3 [ © ¢ ¢ e
-8 +35 ~15 . 41 1,421 [ ¢ [ c c c c
West North Central.sscessscesvonces -0 +38 +3 17 816 [ e e 9 c [ e
PacifiCissrescesscrosscensroncnncas ~16] +20 -0 | 26 1,022 c c c ¢ c c e
Lumber and building materialS.seeesesscs “Al| ~9 =11 53 6,993 +37 + 6 26 5,758 1621 106 | 14
Middle AtlantiCsesssesccaessscasces +19 -13 +16 12 1,691 c ¢ ¢ e [ ¢ e’
Eagt North Central.ecscsesscncisces 23| -16 -22 13 839 +hdy -1 7 1,084 205 127 } 187
South. Atlantic... tsessenss + 4] -12 -4 7 750 [ [ ¢ c c c [
Hountain,. wes =371 ~6 -35 4 923 3 c c c c ¢ e
PacifiCercersscernssssnnesssassanns ~31] -9 =26 9 1,277 +13 -2 7 1,510 684 111! 178
Hachinery equipment, supplies
(except electrical).. canesrceneses ~hi -5 -9 48 5,095 +12 + 2 32 9,132 217§ 171 ] 204
New Englende.eeeees Y 3 S 1) - A 194 e ¢ 3 [ ¢ ¢ ¢
Middle AtlantiCeses ~13 ~10 -9 [3 613 c e c e c e
East North Gentral. =19 =1 =11 12 706 + & + 4 8 0Ll 215 149 176
South Atlantic..... -12 -13 ~6 1, 6 245 c [ c c [ 3 c
West South Central..seeenvecssiense -8 -1 -2 : [ 11,697 +15 -1 5 3,738 229 191 208
HOtaloeataesesoarersosessaranesnascnses | = 6] -12 o 21 3,792 | +28 o 1 6,766 | 212| 158 | 183
Optical §00dS.eeeessesscsssncssensosnas w2l sl as 7 <235 [ e e c c < e
Paints and varnishoB.eisececssecssanses -3] -3 +1 2 934 +2 ~10 1 ,071 1661 154§ 169
Middle AtlantiCessesssscocsescosans -7 +R | -8 K 62 o c c c c ¢ c
East North Gentralescescsecsosssncs <0 -7 -10 5 297 c c e c e ¢ e
Plumbing and heating supplias. -8 ~8 -8 |- 62 4,556 +29 +5 36 5,931 230 160 197
=51 =27 + 4 7 23k ¢ -e c [ [ c <
-~ 8 -5 ~10 18 1,164 +33 + 2 8 1,064 215 153 183
East North Oentral................. -2] -5 -2 13 845 +25 + 7 11 1,643 24 173 203
West North Centraleeessscesscerccss <11 =15 =11 .10 815 +34 + 7 8.1, 1,819 241 157 193
PacifiCeesesecsdesntocccasasnernrne 1] -1 0 b 821 [ 13 c [ e c ¢
Refrigeratlon equipment, parts . .
. (commerclal)................-.......... ~14 ~10 ~15 20 494 -1 =1 15 1,397 415 366 390
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies. +6f -2 0 25 3,004 +18 -2 17 2,682 s 16! 117
T O ceseenstsencsens #1h | +3 +9 JAN 1,’%& =14 [¢] 30 539 38 52 38
Middle AtlanbiCeesessssescsvaascees +18 +5 + 5 9 286 -18 + 4 7 80 281 41 29
East North Central....sceceessevaces -3 +3 -5 10 374 -19 =17 7 93 43 52 53
+5 ~12 + 2 4 110 c e [ ¢ e ¢ e
+ 2 ~25 +6 4 50 c [ [ c [ c ¢
PacifiCeecsioascassessseocssansanss + 7 2l -4 5 204 e e c ¢ c c ¢
Chemicals, industrialesesssssssscoccoce ~22 4§ -l ~20 _ 1 959 +12 ~10 10 1,078 154 | 101 | k4
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes) ~12 +ihy =11 23 1,983 -6 -3 12 1,205 175 198 223
Cotlestesacasassnnsanssssacconsncacacns “2| -2 -6 10 6,659 c c c c e c ¢
Confectioneryeecsecsesssesnescessosanes -2 -5 -1 51 1,974 =~11 -3 22 1,131 103 11h 101
Middle AtlantiCesesscssssscsscssses -5 -3 -5 10 561 c c c < & [ [
East North Central.ecessccocs -5 -2 -5 8 295 c [ [ W« e e [ ¢
Sonth AtlantiC.seessssescces -2 -5 -3 12 239 [ e c ] c c e
East South Centraleesesssses -1 -17 o 7 205 [ c 1 [ [ [ ¢
Dairy and poultry productBesesesesseses | =6f - 5| -13 26 bl | -24 | o+ 4 14 369 280 32| 2
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)... +3 -10 +2 163 36,901, + 2 +2 N9 I 52,83 192 194 169
New Englandecssecsoescscscescscanes +2 =11 + 2 13 2,0 ¥+ 2 0 9 2,953, 200 199 179
Middle AtlantiC.seeescsssnsscoscsns -1 -9 -1 19 6,213 + b + 2 11 5,[;12 180 7 162
East North Central.sescecess +7 -7 + 5 26 7,074 +7 + 2 17 8,232 174 173 159
West North Central.... + 4] -6 +2 19 4,66/ +3 +3 17 75552 1851 189 ; 170
South Atlantic.... " + 4 ~14 + 5 26 L, -6 -1 20 6,827 207 226 81 -
East South Central... eson +3 -9 +1 17 -3,031 -2 +3 11 4,339 195 205 17
West South Central.ssescee coane -+ 2 ~12 + 5 19 4,030 + 6 + 5 15 7,670 29 213 180
Mom}tain.......... eesecs + 4 -8 0 8 1, + 9 +8 6 2,693 198 183 170
PacifiCoscecosnescsscorncesssannnes +1 -13 -3 16 3,971 -1 + 1 13 7,158 184 187 158
Lry goods‘.............................. =17 +1 ] =21 164 35,707 -1 4] ‘13 Thyb43 2, 208 260
Ngw England.esscoasscveascesncasncs -22 +17 -1 7 499 +1 + 8 7 827 16 128 180
Middle Atlantic..ssseccossencesssns 241 -l -20 L6 5,394 +16 +6 25 7,340 221 | 157 | 186
East North Centralsceesocss -23 -4 27 i3 1,803 + 6 + 2 12 3,385 226 163 21
West North Central..sess =12 +19 ~23 11 5,812 +3 ¥13 8 12,560 235 200 254
South AtlantiC.esssesces -4 +13 =16 20 2,356 -6 + 2 15 5,172 236 242 263
East South Centralecesss ~12 + 1 17 18 1,679 -1k +10 10 2,575 217 219 201
West South Central.... -5 ~15- =10 13 1,433 ~18 +3 10 2,647 a9 263 178
Hounteineseesse ~21 +24 =23 6 619 10 +11 L 97 155 138 183
PaCifiCeeesscccenaensoncanarcasnnos -1 ~12 -5 18 3742 +36 +3 10 7,333 390 251 383

{Continued on next page)
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WHOLESALERS® SALTS AND INVENTORTES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

FEBRUARY 1949
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVIS’IONS“‘M-IERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
Sales . Inventory, end-of-month (et cost) Stock-saleé‘
Percent change February 1949 sample| Percent ch February 1949 sampld ratios
Kind of -business -
’ and Feb, | Feb. | 2 mos. - ¢! Reported Feb, Feb, . f Reported
hi 1 1 1949 | 1 0. O eporte 14 1 0, 0 porte :
geographic dlvision fzg?n fz.';,?, ,;Zf,‘,?l firms | dollar ;’.ﬁ le;?n firms | dollar Feb, | Feb, | Jan,
Feb. | Jan. | 2 mos, | Teport-| sales Feb, | den. | report-| values 1949 | 1948 | 1949
1906 | 1309 | “ous | ine | (asaooo) | 1943 | 155 | me | (aad oo0)
Farm SUpplieSeececsersesssessescsossocsos -2 +34 ~10 17 $4, 890 + 6 =14 9 - 4750 95 94 | 119
Fresh frults and vegetableS.ceoessarenss -5 -10 - b 65 3,771 +1L +10 38 917 38 32 32
New Englandecscoecsssonsvacssonsoras ~12 -7 ~15 7 239 =15 15 6 22 10 10 1
Middle AtlantiC.secsecnsencococeness -12 -11 =12 16 1,056 =21 -14 10 123 20 25 23
East North Centraleeeseecccosssossse | + 4 | =6 -5 16 937 +2 -2 9 262 23 4h L
West North Centraleeseecesessoroevee +3 ~10 + 2 4 208 c c ‘e ¢ [ c e
South AL1antiCesececsnssesonsacscees | +3 | +3 -3 8 38 +29 -1 4 63 31 27 37
+ 5 w1l + 6 6 319 < e e e ] [ [
“16{ -9 -3 5 288 e, c e c c e e
Groceries, tobaliessseeracccencersrsnnnss + 4 -7 + 1 573 81,425 - b ! 343 88,818 161 176 149
Non-affilisted full-line wholesalersd, + 7 -l 1] 324 38,505 -2 + 2 186 41,937 160 174 151
New England...... -8 ~10 -9 T 1,218 -9 [4) 1A 2,115 208 25 185
Middle Atleantic... +3 -4 +1 2h 3,189 -9 + 4 11 3,151 136 156 127
Bast North Central.... + 8 -2 +3 52 7,820 -1 +1 24 9,988 170 177 171
West North Centralacecesevcesssenses +22 -k + 8 49 6,573 + 1 +1 39 9,002 155 190 147
South AtlantiCeeesseesceccersassronne ~1 ~131 -7 61 5,358 -4 + 5 27 3,735 157 168 133
Eest Soubh Centraliscesscecssccscaas | = & -3 -12 32 . 2,768 -8 .0 20 2,906 155 159 148
West South Central...... srsecsanseo + 7 0 -2 a3 9,096 + 6 + 7 53 8,352 162 156 150
Hountain.aceose +10 10 + 2 8 949 -1 +5 5 1,230 m 257 51
+11 -12 +16 8 1,534 e e c [ [ e e
Voluntary-group wholesalers.ssssessese -1 -*7 -1 138 27,609 -9 + 1 98 28,487 172 191 159
New Englandesecssnssscosovensssnnnns -9 -9 -5 10 s197 -2 -5 5 1,138 154 151 17
Middle AtlantiCecssesssscososocseces -1 -9 0 34 7,886 ~3 -3 18 3,438 160 167 149
Hast.Morth Centralseecescosscassocne + 3 -8 -1 37 6,870 ~12 + 2 30 8,273 165 190 151
West North Centralsecesscsss + 1 -2 + 2 25 5,152 ~11 4 23 9,793 195 220 184
South AbLlantiCessssessecoscecoscanes | +7 1 =7 +1 10 1,399 -8 +-3 5 853 571 78 | 138
PacifiCiaseesocnsssncsssnssssanrvanse -12 -7 -8 8 2,!4.514. -9 -7 L 2,168 131 142 129
Retailer—cooperative warehouseSeeseese +9 ~12 +12 19 5,71 2] + 1 11 6,012 155 170 131
Middle Ablanticesisesseesns + Ly -8B + 7 [ 1,058 K3 c c .c c e c
West North Central..ecssess 221 -9 +16 4 1,758 < [ [ e c [ ©
Specialty lines wholesalers..... + 8 ~12 + 2 92 12,600 + 1 -2 48 12,382 149 156 137
New Englandeiecrscsvcacesnsnons 30 =8 ~10 7 132 [ c e c [ ] c
Hiddle AtlantiC,ecsvscrcncescsssacas + 5 -4 -7 19 3,015 0 +10 9 2,04 152 14 120
East, North Centraleeacsssvassassrner—t~+10 | <12 %11 12 562 -1 + 4 5 166 79 93 73
South ALlanticCeesesesssorsvrassrrvee + & -6 +3 20 1,194 + 2 -7 8 988 112 114 113
BEast South Cenbralesececesecscacscvoe +7 -13 + 1 ] 455 [ < c [ [ [ c
Momntbainccsssenccsarcsasssancasancss -2 -8 -9 L 786 e e < [ c ¢ c
PaciliCosscosscnsronens . +13.] -2 +7 18 6,073 -1 -7 7,672 167 190 163
Leather and shoe £indingSesssescsasorces o] -5 -6 29 366 -6 -1 12 924 510 | 522 | 469
Heets and mest ProductSeesesesesssosssoe +1 -1 ~10 41 18,731 -2l -1 33 7,285 63 87 59
Middle AtlanticCocessedecrccnavnsaces -16 -7 ~13 10 3,672 ~12 + 6 9 975 16 50 39
Bast North Centralescesescevscacasnse + 8 -8 -7 12 7,314 =14 +1 10 L4256 95 110 82
PacifiCosncedonesnes vesnse + k4 -12 + 1 5 3,054 -9 =24 4 430 25 |. 30 29
Paper and ils products ~13 | -8 -12 58 1 6,719 +1h 0 24 boi12 164 | 126 | 151
New Englend.aacs -7 -3 + 1 L 226 c e F) e c e e
Middle AtlanbtiCecesesccoscss -19 -17 -18 .18 1,715 ¢ c ¢ c L] [ c
East: North Centralsssssrecsss =13 -4 -~11 17 3,410 e L ¢ [ c ¢ c
Hegt North Centralesesseess esean -7 + 4 -10 - 5 268 [ ] e [ [ e (1
South AtlanbiCecsssvesosssncasscecas =11 -13 -13 7 Ay A e 1 ¢ [ [ e c
PebroleWlo e nanevsssasvosssasverroncans =12 | -9 -12 27 939 -9 =6 25 557 63 61 62
Shoes and other LOULWEAT..seevecrsrerons -8] +9 -10 2k 24,735 +32 ~10 17 11,637 87 62 | 113
Tabacco Productss s sssserssssrososronrs ol -4l -3 252 | 28666 | +1 | -6 les | 11125 7l e | 69
Hew Englandoeceossevsnoceersccososes -2 + 3 -2 18 2,036 ¢ [ < ) . c e
Middle AblantiCesscesessnescoconsens | =~ b | =1 -8 54 9,996 + 1 ~ 8 33 5 87h i 83 78 90
East North Cenbralie.vessssvesesvons +2 =16 ) gl | 5,221 -4 -7 21 1,398 58 62 L
West MHorth Central.c.eceseroen cas -5 -2 -5 23 2,901 +13 -2 16 902 82 61 90
South Atlantic,.... Sl +h) -5 0 18 2,562 +3 ~7 1A 1,099 46 Wb L7
Fast South Centralesses conee +1 -12 + 1, 7 608 c e c c c c c
West South Central..eecsss vaseaan +10 -2 +3 25 1,411 4 c c ] c c ]
HOUNbaiNo csvooncsnsoecssresersescans + 8 0 +6 21 1,180 c [ [ [ ] ¢ e
PaciiiCenonoisscsrarsosasveoncaasscs + 2 0 -3 25 2,731 c ¢ c c c c’ c
MioeellaneouBescescscosssassossonnscsass -5 -8 -4 iz 2,366 +10 +1 7 2,378 320 234 265

& Stock-sales ratlos are percentages dexrived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including any direct shipments and consigriment
business) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales,
b Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends,

¢ Insufficient data to show separately.

d Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

N

New England - (Conn,, Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vt.)

fiddle Atlantic - (N.J., N.X., Pa.)

East Novth Central - (I1l,, Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)

West North Central -~ (Iowa, Kans., Minn,, Mo., Nebr.,

N.Dak., S.Dak.}

et L 5F

States comprising geographie divisionas:

South Atlantie - (Del,, D.C., Fla., Ge,, Md., N.C., S. C., Va., W.Va.)

East South Central ~

Aa., Ky., Miss,, Tenn.)

West South Central - (Ark., La.,.Okla., Texas)
Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev,, N.Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash. .
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"MARCH 1949

Sales and inventory trends contained in this release are compiled from confidential re-
ports submitted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 3,047 wholesale
houses in various lines of trade.

SALES : .

Following the usual seasonal trend, wholesale dollar sales volume for the month of March
is 13 percent higher than reparted during the previous month but continued below the sales level
established for the comparable period in 1948,

By kinds of business, seasonal increases are noticed in practically all trades, ranging
from 3 percent in automotive supplies to 34 percent each in clothing and furnishings and farm
supplies. Generally speaking, all trades continue to report sales below the 1948 volume although
moderate gains were established in confectionery, drugs and sundries, tobacco products, optical
goods, and the grocery group, )

First quarter sales for 1949 are 6 percent lower in dollar volume than for the correspond-
ing period a year ago, reflecting the 8, 3,and 7 percent declines as reported for January, Febru-
ary and March, raspectively,

INVENTORIES

Wholesalers’ inventories, valued at cost, continue to increase over those on hand a year
ago (11%) although less marked than recorded for previous months. Expressed in terms of
stock-sales ratios, the 165 as reported for March is a marked decline from the February ratio
of 189 but represents an increase of 24 points from March a year ago.

RETAIL TRADE ]

According to the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report, March sales of independent retail
stores registered an incredse of 22 percent above the previous month but a 5 percent drop below
the sales level established in March 1948,

TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES—SIX TRADES

MARCH 1949 COMPARED WITH
7 MARCH 1948

4

g ELECTRICAL

35 ,-/ G00DS

30

20 -
o GROCERIES
g

HARDWARE

1

SALES
INVENTORIES

Data in this report are not ad justed for ﬂumber of days in the month nor for seasonal or price
fluctuations.
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WHOLESALFRS' SALLS AND INVENTORINS, BYCIICDl.’ngOF BUSTAR33 XD GDOGRAMIIC DIVISION

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

HARCH

Seles Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Sbock-sales®
Percent change March 1949 sample |Percent change March 1949 sample ratios
Kind of business
and dar, | Mar. | 3 mos, liar, Mars | yo. of | Reported o
geographic division 1949 | 1949 | 1949 N;{ of Rsp:{t od | 1949 1989 1 "l s dgllax- Mar, | Mar, | Feb,
from | from | from T3 ollar from from )
Mar, | Feb, | 3 mos, | report-| sales | jar, | pep, | Feport-| values | 194971 1948 | 1949
19:8 | 1949 | “19485 | ing | (sdd 000) | 1948 | 2949 | ‘ne | (sdd 000)
United States.ieseerssssessasnnses -71 43 -6 3,047 | $536,323 +1l 0 | 2,065 | $616,756 165 1 1l ] 189
New Englandeceesssscacasrsnsasesensanes ~12 | 412 -9 195 21,250 +15 -3 129 24,726 1691 125 | 193
Middle ALLANtAC,sesessnsvorsansresssces -3 415 -4 604 88,856 +15 +1 348 72,402 138 | 118 1 157
Eagt North CentrBleececesnssssssenseses -2 +13 by 580 96,088 +16 0 373 109,743 149 125 171
West North Centrelesesesesceecnrroseoss + 1| 420 -k 322 Thsy352 +11 -1 331 | 105,120 1771 159 | 22
South AtlantiC.ssesscscvvacersoonarsass -6 1 +12 -4 319 48,97 +16 0 243 57,827 1591 129 118
kaat South Centiralessiesss wotsons -7 +17 -8 156 20,736 +10 -1 92 21,544 165 139 196
fiest South Centralesessse eassssecs +.2 +14 +1 268 46,492 +15 + 1 175 60,442 2175 153 194
Hountainscocovvessrosse evssesons -1 +17 -5 132 19,010 + 6 + & 92 21,604 151 EYAN 170
PueifiGeesesnnsernvsoecscscascnssranase ~11 +17 -8 340 62,358 +1h + 3 221 89,586 194 151 220
Aubomotive suppliBSacececssoscecscsseses =13 +3 ~11 206 9,118 +3 0 139 17,028 301 259 309
Middle AtlentiCeeuscesvocseroccanas =16 | + 4 ~12 36 693 + 6 -3 30 1,552 314 | 250 328
Eagt North Central.secsisoasesersans -20 ;i -6 ~16 42 1,251 +20 +1 29 2,614 3001 195 | 264
West North Central..oesvesasssesnss -6 -1 -5 33 2,627 +1 -1 28 5,117 303 292 302
South Atlanbicese.ess -19 + 4 w1l 13 574 +10 0 9 998 5 216 315
Weat South Centralecesssserscavense =15 | +16 ~16 n 573 ¢ 3 c e © ¢ 4
HOUNEAINyeseasvseosoonsarorsesrcans -5 ] +11 -5 15 881 0 +30 7 918 247 1 231 | 213
PacifiCisasesconcssvssesscsracncses =11 +11 -13 ' ¥ 2,315 -1 -3 24 3,914 339 299 376
Klectrical group, t0t@lesecesssessasses -5 +13 ~3 605 118,926 +36 + 3 519 195,922 176 122 195
Full-line wholesalers..encscenssevees =3 +14 -3 401 100,640 +39 + 3 385 174,853 178 124 198
New Englandeccsrssses ~13 +13 -3 3 4,926 +35 o] 30 11,167 230 148 260
Middle ALLantiCecsscsecacoscnssoons +2 ] +9 + 6 5h Uy, bkl +40 +3 5L 23,004 16, | 120 1 174
East North Contralecsssscoecosscese -1 +12 -2 8 24,408 +42 +3 73 39,307 167 117 184
West North Centraolececocessssecssrs 2 +18 -4 n 11,507 +40 ] 41 18,494 161 117 19
South AtlantiCecececsssssscroascons -3 +15 -2 61 13,364 +hdy +3 58 22,702 77 119 199
East South Contralesescesssscocesee + 1 +20 - b 2k 4,780 +40 +3 22 7,104 161 117 188
West South Centralecssescsscocscssss + 7 +14 +8 43 10,000 +53 + b 43 17,001 170 119 187
Mounbalnessoerresessissasencoscones + 1 +28 -4 18 3,582 +18 +12 17 * 6,180 175 151 200
PACiIfiCacssorsanseeresscosscernsens =19 +16 ~15 51 13,632 +3L + 6 50 29,894 221 136 242
Wiring supplies, construsiion
maberisls distribubors.eceseccesecsen -91 +7 -6 114 6,276 +6 -1 72 6,175 138 | 114 | 1N
Hew England.seees secsnoacs =25 -~10 - b 12 + b -2 5 245 183 145 T
Middle ALLantiCeoeccrrerscccnnssses 1 + 5 | 414 + b 27 1,165 + 8 [+] 16 1,11 1531 132 ] 160
Bast North Central.seecesesssescas 191 -3 -13 27 1,215 -6 -8 21 1,788 g0 | 152 | 189
* 7 -4 + 5 6 576 c e e c < c (]
South Atlanticesesesecsessve -9 1 417 =10 15 1,689 +17 42 12 1,527 95 731 109
Vest South Centralesesesssso -5 +17 -3 10 665 3 c < ¢ ] e e
PacifiCosscrrororascrnrssesnsasceos -20 +2 -21 9 219 -2 -3 7 443 250 195 270
Appliances and specialties
1h0LlesBlerSseosesecersrnrersncansanss =11 + 8 -7 30 12,019 +23 =1 62 14,894 178 113 189
New Englande.sevceas ~1h +38 -15 [ 751 c < c c c c )
Middle AtlantiCeeesese +9 +10 + 9 22 4,600 +16 4] io 3,505 166 117 180
East North Central. =12 -7 -4k 1L 1,445 + 8 -5 9 1,329 137 102 123
West Noxth Central.. -5 -1 -3 10 768 +25 -6 8 1,124 167 125 175
South AtlantiC.ssscsescess «23 -5 -8 14 1,653 +42 0 13 2,884 206 109 192
Mountalfeosencrsssesracas -2 +12 27 8 911 +36 +5 7 1,651 201 114 209
PacifiC.ssacscesssscosiosncsonsnsas =27 +16 =25 9 797 +23 ~12 é 1,130 166 9 200
Furniture and house furnishingB.ecsessn -3 +21 ~12 41 8,955 ] c c c [ ] c
Hoxdwdr®oooessososecenscssosnesrssarsan -8 +26 -11 125 45,133 + 8 0 88 83,403 27 2)0 313
Middle ALLEntiCoasscsosssssnisorrsn =3 29| -6 23 5,260 | + 3 -1 1671 7,325 215 215 | 232
East, North Centrelesesosonscevessen ~12 24 =16 15 6,550 +12 +10 1, 15,764 256 198 | 286
-6 +34 =12 17 11,696 +7 -2 17 27,462 235 206 321
-1 +8 -2 20 3,996 +21 -4 13 6,315 222 | 187 | 281
-6 +36 -9 11 3,922 e [ c c [ c [
-9 +18, =10 16 4,970 +7 -4 9 7,358 258 226 318
PacifiCosvesecersessovnersvnacaneen ~16 +28 -16 13 6,284 + 2 -2 10 13,920 303 256 418
Industrial sUPPliCBecessosccessssscssen -6 + 8 -3 68 11,302 +26 + 1 Lb 19,580 255 18y | 257
New England..scvecevacsvecescesssan ~13 +12 ~10 ] 602 ) c ¢ ¢ c [ c-
Middle ALLANEiC..soesasecosenoerace =14 | 413 10 17 1,73 + 4 -2 8 1,735 195 | 151 | 229
East North Centralisesecescoonscann -8 +35 -6 11 1,180 +15 +1 7 679 235 173 315
West Norbh Centralesscsecscacsecsssn ~18 | +10 -20 6 433 [ ¢ ¢ c c c [
~19 -8 -8 8 629 +12 -1 6 1,340 245 170 220
+ 6 + 4 +15 [ 4,114 +18 +9 5 7,791 27h ] 233 | 237
<10 Py ~11 8 2,009 c c c c c c c
Jewelryeesuesa sesovoesssvssscsesres ~15 +17 =12 142 5,716 =1 + 6 67 9,756 268 23) 298
New Englandeecsssseecsesorcssseseses =30 | +14 15 7 '3L9'1 T ) ) ¢ c c c
Middle Atlanticessecsocescnessceess | =19 +16 ~19 36 1,031 c e c [ c c c
East North Centraleceiscevecsssccsns -9 +22 13 45 1,757 c c ¢ c [ c [
West North Central.ssscscscscecsace ~11 +29 -3 1k 965 c c c 3 ¢ c e
South AtlanbtiCesssssss -22 0 ~10 5 206 ¢ e c ¢ e [ c
PacifiCesacscscncnanresneneosonnensse =14 + 8 «13 29 1,228 [ c c c c e [

LET

(Continued on next page)



WHOLESALFRS' SALES AND MTOR]ES,M]I%C{‘G%WQ%OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Pags 3

» ) Sales ) Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-salesd
Perdent change March 1949 sample | Percent change| March 19149' sample ratios
Kind of business Mar, |ter, | 3 mos 7 Uar, | Mar
and R it * | No. of| Reported 5 ¢ | Ne. of| Reported
geographic division 19k9 11969 | 199 T | Cdodiar | LM9 | 10M9 |V ) Siorlar | war. | var. | rFeb.
rom |from | from t ale from | from | ot values | 1949 | 1948 | 1929
Mar, |Feb, | 3 mos, "1;:" - ( ;d 080) Mar, | Feb, En (add 000)
1948 | 1949 | “1gugb | nE 1948 | igye | 108
Lunber and building materdals...ee.. -5 1 +27 ~9. 69 $9,905 #31 | +2 30 $7,191 133 99 1.1719
Middle AblantiC.cssessvcosonsess 41y +45 +15 15 2,535 ) ) < ¢ < e . a
East North Centraleiveseeessevssessss | =07 | +24 ~20 13 1,066 ¢ ¢ ° ° o [ ¢
West North Centralissesesscescsscacs +2h | +23 +18 6 1,702 e e e c e ¢ ¢
South AtlantiCesssscecssosnssrssonse <16 | +17 ~11 8 1,190 o e © e e ¢ ]
East South Centraleseesssssssssnsnes | =17 + 7 =20 [ 652 [ [ ] e [ [ e
HounteiNesssssassonsosssssscssveoves | =16 | +34 ~28 4 1,510 e o o ¢ e [ ¢
PacifiCecerosrsnsarneioninuavennsnes | =18 | 413 w2l 8 1,085 ¢ c [ ¢ c c ¢
Machinery equipment, supplies :
(except elecbrical)esseersrsvaonesrsnsss | =L | +18 | =8 51 6,237 +10 +1 37 10,117 185 | 169 | 22
New Englandecesscessessonncosesivaes | =13 | 435 ~19 7 1Ny +17 -1 6 936 270 1 194 | 340
Middle AtlantiCe,sessssesccsvsiceens =10 +10 ~9 7 721 [ [} ¢ [ e e [
East North Contralseeessociescacssee ~16 +9 13 10 612 -2 -2 8 1,027 179 157 215
South Atlanticesesissssascnvesacroee -15 +13 -9 [ 28 -9 + 2 N 247 187 201 213
Pagifitesuiarcnenisinecisianareciang | =30 | + 7 -3k 9 634 | +19 -4 5 1,380 §19 |0 270 | 504
Mebaltaeurseransnossssrsonsonesocaseises | =8 | +11 -2 26 5,616 434 + 7 17 8,554 171 ] 122 | 181
Optical gOOdBassscensvesonscsnssenesseee |_+5 | + 8 +12 11 268 +19 -6 5 195 158 | 167 | 182
Paints and varnisheS.vecvsveesvesasionne | <12 | 414 | 5 5k 5,007 | -5 -k 43 | 14,963 | 333 312 | 386
Middle ALlantiC.suvscscusencncsnesne «15 +29 ~11 4 80 o [ ° ¢ ¢ ¢ e .
Eapt North Centralieseseccssscasesses =12 +12 -9 6 501 [ ¢ [ [} © ¢ o
South ALLantiCessessessesscssassoses -2 +15 +1 A 306 c [ ¢ ] [ c c
Plumbing and, heating supplietesseseessss | <13 | +7 | 10 66 5,283 | +16 -2 38 6,00 | 207 165 | 229
New Englandecsscseoessssacecsasecnce | =29 | = 3 -8 7 226 c c c s c c e
Middle AtlantiCaassssesssveersnvaree =12 | +10 -11 19 1,430 c © [ Ly e ¢ ©
East Horth Centr8lessesscesssarssese -6 ] +8 ~ 4 hYA 1,028 e ¢ e ¢ 3 ¢ °
West North Centralesescoscesssscosse -13 + 7 ~12 11 886 I [ [ c c c c
PacifiCessecnrecssneseionnsssecerons =21 +2 -8 5 951 [ c [ [ c ¢ ]
Refrigeration equipment, parts . N
(COMIETcial)eeseeecnsassesnavevonsenssens | =17 | 421 =15 24 776 + 2 -2 14 1,270 333 | 263 | uo2 _
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies.. +10 +15 +3 29 3,465 +15 + b4 20 3,228 114 ] 109 128
liiddle ALlantiCieesssscececssarsonce + 5 +15 +2 8 . 331 c c [ c [ ¢ [
East North Contralieeessscesssececes +14 +17 +10 vi 2,337 c [} c 1 1 c c
South ALlantiCescessecosssessecssons +2 + 4 ~14 5 309 c ] c c c c c
West South Central.cecsiececccsssnses +7 +15 + 1 4 261 < [ e e [ e [
BEOTaresvaesrnsnsesssnrosoranavnranrrens | +9 | 420 +9 40 2,292 | -10 + 4 29 sz || 39| 3
Chemicals, industri@lecscssscvesesssones ~10 +21, <18 14 1,161 + 8 + 5 9 1,070 133 107 157
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes). -6 +3h -9 22 5,988 ~11 -8 | 11 957 108 96 148
C08Lesenancsvansssosansessssccosenssansn -15 -28 ~8 g9 by 417 c ¢ c c c ¢ e
Confectioneryeecsesceroesssessssscnsanne + 2 +16 [*] L5 1,632 + 4 +16 20 1,028 98 101 98
Dairy and poultry productseessscesecesss | =10 | #10 | .12 27 3,609 | -3 +10 7 769 37| 461 36
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)d ., + 2 +14 + 2 10% 22,125 + L 0 57 20,863 179 186 203
Dry goodBeseseessecarsarococssenonnnanes =21 | +15 ~21 164 11,710 ~13 -3 116 73,941 208 | 189 | 247
Now Englanduesssceessesranransnnsess | <19 | 416 | <17 9 oL | =7 + 1 g 996 |31 | 109 | 154
] tiiddle AtlantiCeeeeseeesooonnce .o ~29 +6 23 43 5,998 -8 -1 23 5,991 221 183 24,
Eagt North Central.ceeseesseassceses ~16 +20 -23 1 2,289 -4 -+ 5 i 4,658 203 178 232
West North Centraleieeeeseesssssscsos ~11 +14 ~19 10 6,222 -8 =5 12,047 194 189 233
South AtlantiCe.sesvecssnoecasoossos ~19 + 2 ~18 22 2,713 ~12 +1 16 5,499 232 213 237
East South Centraliseesesesosanseses =18 0 ~17 16 1,554 -23 =10 1,974 194, 208 208
West South Centralevesscescscos -17 +17 -12 13 1,375 -20 -2 10 2,518 22k 230 259
Mountainaseeeseesoores asoavans -1 +32 -16 [ 876 =20 - b 5 997 13 160 177
PACifiCescecisescnctcrnnncnsnas -3 +25 -4 19 4,829 +22 -1 10 75239 283 233 390
Farm supplieS.ecesceesnscessesssevrsaces | =6 | 434 -8 15 5,611 ~49 -14 9 676 59 93 76
Fresh fruits and vegetables,..eeeseeesos + 3 +28 -2 72 5,885 + 6 + 7 43 1,082 28 27 33
New Englandeseeseseoscsseoansnsncnss ~10 +19 -13 11 466 ~15 +27 8 33 10 11 10
Middle AtlantiCeseseeresssssssocoees | =3 | 430 -9 17 1,505 +6 +17 10 150 19 8 20
East North Contralee.eesessscscssees | +9 | 429 0 17 1,235 +8 +13 10 299 39 AN 43
West North Central,..e.. -3] s19 | -2 s KT 1 412 -6 A 337 77 65 96
South AtlAntiCessssssess +19 | +29 %5 9 472 +32 +9 5 70 23 27 28
East South Central,. +15 +22 +9 6 3% 3 [ c ¢ e c <
PacifiCecsacearvaccocene + 9 +32 +3 5 1,170 [ [ e c c c ¢

¥3pap

(Continued on next page)



Page 4

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DI

WHOLESALERS' SAIES AND INVINTORIES, BY %['.\llgig OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

VISIONS WHERE POSSIELE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales?
Percent change March 1949 sample |Percent change | March 1949 sample ratios
Kind of business ™ ™ 3 - -
and ro r. mos, ro r,
s 1 No. of| HReported No, of | Reported
goographic divieion izi‘z !'Z:;Z }Zgg firms dollar %3:;3 %321?1 firms dollar Mar, | Mar, | Feb,
Mar, | Feb, | 3 mos, | report- sales Mar, Feb. report-| -values 1949 | 1948 | 1949
1948 | 1949 | “194gb | dng | (add 000) | 3gu8 | 395 | img | (aad 000)
Groceries, totalicesssscsescsssncescacse | + 6 ] 416 +3 573 | $103,538 ~3 -1 339 | 490,431 1321 143 155
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalers®, + 6 +16 +2 327 48,058 [4] -3 182 42,755 129 136 155
New Englondecsssssccencerasessonccane -10 +16 -8 6 856 [ e [ c c e c
Hiddle AtlantiC.eeecssscces eree +19 | +39 +7 pas 4,327 -6 -5 8}l 2,742 86 116 137
East North Centralieesee. +10 +16 +5 51 8,572 + 2 ~3 25 9,910 s 155 77
Weat North Central....ee. +19 | 19 11 7 7,307 +1 -3 33 7,131 1161 11| 143
South Atlanticeessesess -2 +16 -5 62 6,492 -8 -3 27 3,772 129 140 154
East South Centralesees =10 | +17 -12 34 3,746 -k -6 22 3,664 7] 18] 160
West ‘South Central..... +2] +9 0 a7 12,348 +8 -3 55 13,429 135 124§ 150
Hountaineesessosesssonnresssensescses -1 + 5 S+ 1 9 1,174 e ¢ e e e c ¢
PacifiGsesecssoneecsnssrascnsoncecss | +14 | 418 +18 13 3,236 c ¢ c ‘e c c c
Voluntary-group wholesalers.oeeesesoss +5 1 415 + 1 130 35,993 -8 + 1 98 33,599 1431 163 | 162
New Englande.ceeecssesssconcacesecse | + 9 | +25 -1 8 2,526 =9 -3 5 1,103 1261 135 | 154
Middle AtlantiC..ceecsesecsscsaorcces + 3] 416 + L 33 8,991 -4 -2 18 4,572 154 | 166 180
East North Centralesecscsesesscccess + 41 +14 +1 36 8,441 -7 -4 27 7,730 1341 145 157
West North Central, . +16 +13 + 7 2% 5,825 -6 + 6 2 10,566 181 223 194
South Atlantic.. . +3 +17 + 2 9 1,424 - b -2 5 840 129 12 157
PacifiCesssces seees + 2 +1h -2 6 5,927 -18 +2 5 5,706 106 132 17
Retailer—cooperative warohouseS.eeseee | + 8 | 413 +13 21 7,612 -2 -2 1 6,069 135] 151 ] 160
Specialty lines wholesalers.ceseeesses +5 +23 + 3 95 12,775 +2 +3 48 | 8,008 105 108 12
Middle AtlantiCiesesessssessecocsess | + 8 | +24 -2 23 3,653 -9 -7 10 1,968 12077135 | 157
secescsss +29 +35 +17 12 757 -7 -2 5 162 61 92 9
envesesce | + 61 421 +3 21 1,533 +3 -1 9 890 79 83 A el
erossasenrnss +7 +18 + 2 5 247 e e [} c c c ¢
West South Centralissesseescssscsess | =5 | +20 +6 4 326 e e e e ¢ ¢ c
Mountain,esessosesserovsscrsesonsors +1, +20 -2 A 9457 [ e L] ¢ [} ° [
PacifiCiecsscercionnses 0| +23 +5 7 5,010 +9 +19 1 3,852 18| 109 |- 125
Leather and shoe findingB.eessscesocesss | -5 | 426 -6 31 492 =11 ~5 13 885 383 ] 415 | 499
Middle Atlantic.ecesecesosrsonscseas -5 +24 +18 g 63 c c © [ ) © [
East North Centraleesesscerescerscne -1 432 +2 5 66 [ c c c [ e [
West North Centralicesssecosscacossa 0| +14 -10 5 65 ¢ e c c |} [ ¢
PacifiCiecsenncccsccssssccncronsonne -9 +28 ~13 6 225 [ [ [ e ¢ [ ¢
Meats and meat productS.essessssccsssene 271 =2 «~16 51 39,151 ~28 -8 35 7,889 45 59 57
Middle AtlantiCeecveccscosveccneseus -4 +10 -10 10 4,056 ~1 + 8 9 1,576 45 50 45
East North Central..... -8 +23 -8 12 8,750 -28 =20 11 3,965 48 61 Th
South Atlanticeescess + 2 +20 (+] 5 1,354 «25 -5 L 30 42 38
PacifiCocescess -18 -2 -6 5 2,992 c c ¢’ [ L c e
Paper and its productB.sesscscssosscecus -9 +10 ~11 62 7,730 + 6 -3 28 5,121 146 13 173
Now Englandseeessescesccrssnns -7 | +8 -6 b 2h5 [ ¢ [ [ e ¢ ¢
Middle AtlantiCeecessscccsns -7 +21 =14 19 2,109 c e e e e c ¢
Fast North Central.cssse. 1 + 6 =11 19 3,733 [ e e e [ c [
West North Central.seecccessocasssve -7 +9 -9 5 291 [ [ c L3 < c .1
South AblantiCesesecrosnerssscccance ~61 415 ~-10 7 548 ¢ ¢ [ c o [ e
Potroleulessescesscccsossosossosnsnscaca | =7 | 419 =10 27 1,120 -4 +2 25 570 56 53 23
Shoes and other £00twoar.eeceesssssacce -3 + 5 -8 26 26,313 +22 -7 17 10,854 82 65 87
Tobacco productse. +2-] 416 -2 219 27,616 -1 [v] 126 1,324 52 53 61
New Englandeeseececossocsascocosssss o] +18 -1 20 2,642 [ e c e [ c ¢
Hiddle AtlantiCeesesesssasccsevosces | =3 | +14 -6 49 5,807 [ ¢ ¢ c e e c
East North Central.ieseese +2 +14 +1 5L 6,129 [ -3 ¢ [ e ¢ ¢
West North Centraleeseceseccrveceres -2 +16 -3 34 3,492 c e [ ¢ [ c c
Soubh AtlantiGeecscseserncscoencecss | #15 | 416 +3 15. 1,696 c c c ¢ e c e
East South Contralecseceeseesencesee +11 +18 + I 7 710 e 3 ° ° [ 3 e
West South ContrBlesessevesrsvanccce +11 +17 +6 28 2,257 e ¢ [ o e e ¢
tcesenserrtestancesorasnss +6 #1211 + 6 20 1,297 [ e [ c e e c
PacifiCessssccsocorsnnssnsovessconce V] +19 -2 25 3,586 e [ [ e < [ c
Mi6cellaneouBescecssessescorssnsressasoe | ~F | +1 -5 11 2,206 + 6 -1 .7 2,361 2911 220 ] 320

Insufficient data to show separately,

sROT &

Not affiliated with vol ry or

States comprising geographic divisions:

New Bngland - (Conn., Maine, Mass., N. H., R. I., Vt.)

Middle Atlantic - (N. J., N. Y., Pa,)
West North Central -

East North Centrel - éxu., Ind., #ch., Ohlo, Wis.)
Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo.,
N. Dak., S. Dak,)

“3)sp

&

Nebr.,

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost,
business) for an identical group of firms,
Includes reports received too late for inclusion in

by total sales (including any direct shipments and consignment

previocus monthly trends.

To be published in the March edition of Trends in the Drug Trade,

> Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)

South Atlantic - (Del,, D.C., Fla., Ga., ¥d., N.C., 5.C., Va., W. Va.)
Bast South Central - (Ala., Ky,, Miss,, Tenn,)
West South Central - (Ark,., la., Okls., Tex,)
Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont.
Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash,
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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release are compiled from confidential re-

ports submitted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 3,029 wholesale
houses in various lines of trade. : ’
SALES ‘ : .
Wholesale dollar sales for the month of April dropped 9 percent below those recorded in
March. While this decrease follows the usual seasonal trend, it is somewhat greater than would
normally be expected. Compared with April 1948, sales were 12 percent lower, the largest
year-to-year decrease reported so far this year. ' .

With but few exceptjons, all trades presented in this reportregistered lower sales levels
than those recorded for the same month a year. ago and for March 1949,

Cumulative sales for the first four months of 1949 are 7 percent below the correspond-
ing period in 1948, reflecting the 8, 3, 7, and 12 percent declines reported for January, Febru-
ary, March, and April, respectively, ’

INVENTORIES

Hnd-of-month inventories (valued at cost) are still in excess of those on hand a year ago
(9%) but are 2 percent lower than those established for March 1949, Expressed in terms of
stock-sales ratios, the 178 reported for April is an increase of 12 points above March and a
35~point increase over April 3 year ago. :
RETAIL TRADE

According to the Bureau’s monthly retail trade report, March sales of independent re-

tail stores registered an increase of 5percent above the previous month and a similar increase
over April a year ago,

TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES . SEVEN TRADES

APRIL 1949 COMPARED WITH
APRIL 1948 -

. ELECTRICAL GOODS-/

(HARDUWARE

O

Tosacco? =1 %
DRUGS/ GROCERIES

4
JEUELRY -7

SALES

IKVENTORI ES

b7
.

Data in this re

port are not adjusted for number of days in the month nor for seagonal or prics
fluctuations. !
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'

WHOIESALERSY SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY HINDS OF BUSINESS AND GROGRAPHIC DIVISION

APRIL 1248
(DATA ARE SHOWH BY GEOURAFHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sales ) Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stonk-salea®
) Percent change April 1949 eomple | Peseent changa | April 1949 sample ratios
Kind of business " - N T P
and DT pT . NOGe Ao Pro i
geographic division - 1969 | 1965 | vons” | Mor of| PRt | 1949 | 1989 | Marme| “avien | ape. | npr. | e
from | from | IXOR | jopnee. !  ssles | LFOR | EFOR oponte)  velues - | 1919 | 1948 | 1949
Apre | Haro | homome | TR, " 4 (aag opo) | APre | Mars |7 (sad 000)
1948 | 1949 | 1ousb i 1948 | 1949 i
United Statescesssocosscasssccovcee ~12 -~ 9 ~ 7 3,029 } $491,36L + 9 -2 1,781 | §574,981 178 143 166
Now Englandeeccssspccssoseessconcsscsnces =10 -3 -9 202 21,503 +1.3 = 3 19 | 25,939 199 159 198
Middle AtlantiCececoccccescsossascasasso -8 «10 -5 618 92,980 +1h -1 336 75,120 152 12 138
East North Centraleseeseescscssssecossas ~13 ~ T -5 . BBb 96,538 + 7 -4 31 104,984 154 123 148
West Noxth Centraleseeccsscascssssrercnce -9 «10 -5 311 63,187 413 . -3 215 95,736 198 156 188
South AtlantiCeecsocorescassreonseoscsne ~12 ~12 -6 393 47,946 +14 -1 224 57,518 77 138 162
East South Centralssecocsssessareocraane ~14 -9 «10 367 |- 22,363 + b -l 90 22,576 T 163 132 156
West South Centralessseccscssooseveosesss ~10 -8 -2 273 45,138 +16 -1 185 57,231 185 w6 | 173
-9 ~- b -6 136 19,257 + 7 -1 81 20,372 160 136 | 155
«131 -7 -9 27 51,769 + 9 -1 185 Th, 112 230 1 179 | 218
Automotive SUPPlieS.ssssseeccscscsvcsane =1 + 5 ~10 ‘179 8,529 0 =3 102 12,052 278 232 302
Middle ALLanticCeceessssssscsacorsace -3 1 +5 =12 36 822 + 6 -4 30 1,606 235 1A | 287
=20 + b -16 36 1,146 +12 -5 25 2,332 26T 187 299
-3 + & -7 16 1,742 + 7 0 - 8 1,71 286 213 259
South AtlantiCsesssececrerortocecons =20 + 5 =1 15 Thé +14 4] 8 1,088 279 202 288
West South Centralessececvesscsccaco ~18 + 7 -17 1 © 630 -8 -5 ¥ 1,29 236 23 269
Mountaineoscecsssrvseoscacncoscsvoses -1 -9 -7 EV 762 [ [ ] e e [ e
PacifiCescossersocesssassrsenscrinas =10 + 7 -12 &2 2,320 131 -2 0 3,481 345 322 352
Electrical group, t0bBlisosscecosssncnse -3 -6 -6 548 | 102,295 +35 -1 573 | 182,193 189 122 181
Fullwline wholeBalerSeceesesscsscscsos «2 | «6 -5 Eiid 89,447 +38 -1 360 | 164,343 189 | 123 .17 181
New Englandacscessososcsscessscescoe -12 + 1 B 29 PR +33 -1 29 10,53 227 {! 150 230
Middle AtlanticCeesecsscassnenenoeran -3 -5 + 3 53 13,756 +50 + 2 50 23,403 i78 135 164
East North Centralosesccsscesoseenoe ~1} - b -5 75 22,239 +3h -5 70 35,850 167 07 | 165
Wost North Centr8leceacsovscocsrsosa | =& | + & -k 38 10,244 +33 -6 38 16,586 162§ 16 | 179
South AtlantiCesceessneacsrersnsrsee «12 -9 -5 63, 12,048 +37 -2 58 21,946 150 122 176
Eagt South Centralecesesccasscocssae -13 -6 ) 2L 3,909 +28 -5 19 6,741 w7 120 1T
Wost South Centrel.ceecscesrcscesoses “13) -9 2 43 2,703 +56 + b 42 16,431 192 107 168
HountaifNeoocscsssossosvacnssasssssas ~15 ~10 -7 18 3,239 19 -1 i 6,122 %2 137 s
PacifiCecscoseessovoaccnns 20 -6 ~16 . 39 10,629 +35 + 2 ki 26,733 258 151 235
Wiring supplies, construction ’
materials distribubors.cveesesessessss | w20 | ~ 6 ~ 9 98 4,518 + 2 -2 65 5,227 1571 125 | 156
New Englandsccesesesonsosssssarsssan ~19 o] -7 1 365 + 8 +5 & 186 At 190 201
Middle AblantiC.scecsssccescesnscoos «15 wlb 0 27 1,126 +5 S 9 1,274 151 115 129
East North Centralesscsesecesccsssss =32 ~Li 16 23 908 =15 -k 37 1,397 193 160 17
Soubh AtlantiCscecssssrceeccsssoccsse ~29. =10 -12 1 618 + b - b 10 847 W7k 116 ik
West South CentTal.cccosescocsesance ~6 + 4 -6 9 L9 1 [ e c ¢ e e
PacifiCocesoscncccnnceocnseossssosacs 19 +16 -22 9 264, -9 -8 7 408 187 162 239
Appliances and specialties
WhOLeSALlerS. oo vceronsoessccsnssrsansn ~19 -7 -9 73 8.330 418 =1 L8 12,623 205 3130 1 192
Middle AtlantiCecsossecrcsccoscvosos | =9 | =i + 5 20 2,699 - + 2 -7 7 2,745 2351 160 | 211
East North Centraleeccsccearavaasssss -9 +10 B 11 1,376 + 8 -8 i1 1,271 115 97 ] 2
West North Central.cessesavassocssos =18 «21 ~ & 9 364 +28 A 410 7 871 36 18L 215
South AtlantiCeicessorovcosccnoscess | =331 =6 12 13 1,315 c ¢ c e ¢ e ¢
HounteiNeseosacssesssvorrosannsenscs | =331 =k ~29 6 661 [ 3 ¢ c c e c
PacifiCosesesssocnacecccscoriosnsscs ~33 s} =27 5 k19 -h -9 § 842 176 123 192
Furniture and house furnishingS.cessesee | =8 1 «10 ~11 W0 7:966 +id +3 17 5,315 g} 132 | 162
Middle AtlanbiCsceensosccscse -8] -13 Q 13 2,215 e c [ [ @ o o
East North Centralesccesscosse -2 -9 -1 L 981 [ L} ] e e ¢ [
South AtlantiCesececocssecrocncsscas -2 ~20 + 6 5 757 ¢ e [ e ] ) <
PacifiCecesescosconorosssarscscsascs 2 | -9 -29 ki ax g e ] e ¢ [ e [
Hardwareosesococasossecsasescscencacsion «19 -8 «~13 122 LL 449 + 7 -2 83 81,631 268 200 247
New Englandecesscssosccsessorsosssen =13 +11 =18 L 494 [ ] e [ e ¢ e
Middle AtlantiCeseesscosses ~16 -8 -8 28 5,661 + 5 0 15 7,565 209 161 180
East North Centralecsescscessescsnce | =231 « 7 ~18 16 6,707 +3 Y 13 15,438 266 1 195 | 242
West North Central, 20 «~13 =Ll 14 8,498 +12 -5 1 21,965 258 183 238
South Atlanticiesesss =14 -8 -5 19 3,516 +17 -4 15 . T,498 245 i 233
Fast South Central..e.. <15 -8 «10 12 3,74k ] [] e ] e e ]
West South Centralececccs -15 -7 ~12 13 3,871 e [ ] ] [ [} e
Mountaifieeossosenssesssrssnosososeves] =13 | =3 ~ b [ 1,914 e e ¢ [ 2 e ¢
- PacifiCicecasvivocosentnsonncsrescon -21 -7 -18 14 6,97k 0 0 1 19,409 334 261 m .
Industrial SupplieBeecscscescrcencacigen =121 «12 =5 59 8,090 + 9 - 2 36 3 420 256 237 ) 258
New ENZLaNd. eesrsvrnnovonenovnnensie | =15 | +5 | - 7 569 o +1 6| 2,013 | 36| 306 | 375
Middle AtlantiCeseessscenscevcssvseo | ~23 =16 ~13 17 1,423 ~3 - b 7 1,557 212 150 187
East North Centralsscosscescescoscsa - 8 ~18 -5 n 968 +12 -1 7 670 242 184 235
West North Centralecscescssccsscesos -12 -9 ~19 5 299 [ [ [ K ¢ c e
ovesonso =23 =10 11 7 524 + 8 -6 5 1,226 267 188 262
West South Centralessccscosccesorcon -4 ~Lh +10 6 3,541 +15 -2 3 7,410 261 245 270
JOWBLYYeosoostssorsosscancsesncanssasnos -18 4] -1 135 5,042 b =3 65 9974 258 | 233 287
New Englandeecseceasssosesscsssnsoase ~34 ] -2 -19 5 256 ¢ e ¢ c ¢ [ e
Middle AtlantiCecesessvesesocoescnce ~21, + 6 ~21, 33 1,012 [ e c e e [ ¢
East North Central.sececssscrssossos ~20 -7 =15 42 1,638 ¢ e ¢ 3 ¢ e c
West North Centraleecevecessssosvosss | =11} + 1 -5 16 801 e c € ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢
South AtlantiCesccssessscevossecsses «13 -2 -10 [ 220 e e [ 3 @ e <
PaciflCesessvorconsansesnsosasncecas | =16 ] +7 ~1h 27 1,042 ¢ ¢ & e e c ©
#o5 7%

(Continned on next pegs)
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(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WIERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Page 3

Sales Inventory, end-of-month ' (dt cost) Stock-salesd
Percent changs April 1949 sample | Percent changs| April 1949 -sample ratios
Kind of business : >
.. = | Apr,
and gg:; ﬁglt‘; l.lxgzg "{ Ho. of| Reported 28{9 lg:9 No. of} Reported
geographic division from | from | from firms | dollar - from | from firms | dollar Apr. | Apr. | Mar,
N Ape. | Har. | 4 wos, | Yeport-|  sales Apr. | Mar, report-| valuss 1949 | 1948 | 1949
\ : 1948 | 19h9 | 194gb | ivg | (add 000) |-7g.8 | 1049 ing (add 000)
Lumber and building materisls...csecees + 1 +14 -6 59 $11,399 +22 + 2 25 $6,143 103 89 121
Middle ALlantiCsececsesoeasssonsras +19 +23 +16 14 3,094 c c c e ¢ c e
=20 +14 =20 12 1,211 [ c [ c c (] [
+19 -2 +18 [ 1,756 ¢ e [ I3 ¢ [ c
South AtlantiC..eceososconcosonnss -23 | -13 ~14 7 76k e e ¢ e e c e
Mount@in,eosososescesrsneossoronesss +18 +33 15 b 2,002 e c [ c e c ¢
PacifiCosssosessvocsnsasnaseoncncas -51 +19 -19 9 1,723 ¢ c e ¢ ¢ c ¢
Machinery equipment, supplies ’ L
(except €Lectrical)useecscssncecasane =941 -1 ~8 L6 6,029 +10 3 3N 9,215 1771 161 | 183
New Pngladd.cooreusscrcocsnesaseoan ~22 16 ~20 6 390 + 9 -7 L 798 303 21 271
Middle AtlantiCeceveovovesccsvoncas 21 | edl-f w12 6 é01 ¢ ¢ c e ¢ ¢ e
East North Contralessessesencovoseo ~28 | 11 -16 10 54d; - ¢ e e [ e e ¢
South At1antiCesevsvacssossaccorens =14 + 2 ~10 L 185 [ c - c c c -] [
West Soubh Centrslec.vscecocoscnoano + 6]+ 4 + 3 6 2,388 +23 | -3 5 3,841 16, | 152 | 180
Pacific.coioucsvsousssacacrsovsonce ~24 + 9 -31 '8 630 +14 o] 5 1,296 362 306 394
HobalBosesuucoocososncsocoasncasononson =20 ~21 | -5 18 3,305 +40 -1 12 6,879 242 138 188
Optical go0dS.cecessccoocsarsresoncsons +6 ~10 +11 10 256 c ] e 3} e ] [
Paints and varnisleS.eeeeescoososs crenn ~12 +19 -4 24 1,712 -2 -1 10 1,054 159 150 167
Plumbing and heating SupplieS......s..s =23 =5 =13 43 4,803 +11 -3 30 4,260 195 143 191
New ngland. covessasvocarcssancnsee ~35 -9 -16 7 205 ¢ e G c ¢ e ¢
Hiddle Atlantice.checocssoeannreass ~27 | 16 -15 19 1,207 +51 +6 7 849 1871 133 | 149
East North Centralaeseccicssececans 23| -4 -9 14 956 +#8 | -3 20 1,538 2251 151 1 26
West Noxth Centrale.ceseececsuecano =14 +1.2 -~13 11 991 +11 -7 8 1,428 172 134 213
PacifiCsucsiorssnsansssonnsansoanns “29 | -6/ -k 4 780 e o e e c ° e
Refrigeration equipment, parts )

COMIBLCIAL) s canscsuonosasancosoransans -8 + 7 -~13 22 218 +5 +1 15 1,426 256 218 264
Middle Atlantiteeesessscasareosnncs oLl * 4 ~10 6 263 ¢ [ c ¢ ¢ o e
South At1eantiG.eceviecossonsnononne -3 + 6 -8 b 210 c e [ c [ c e
PacifiCeoousoesocosgesoosuoncoearns -2 + b -2 L 104 c c ] [ ] c (]

Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies, -2 -12 + 2 25 2,904 +12 + 6 18 3,259 129 113 106
Hiddle AL1antiCessosessssscscsvnona -9 =k -1 7 262 +8] +1 5 409 2881 25 | 218
East North Gentralesoveossscssscacs + 4] =13 +9 ) 2,026 +13 +10 5 1,883 99 92 n
South ALlantit..eoesreerevesvosonss ~25 -19 -1k 5 261 c c [ ¢ . c ¢ e

BReT coesiortnnaransossosianseennnconns +31 +6 + 7 0 2,437 9] +2 27 567 29 3 30
Middle ALlantiCeceesssssosonssoanss +27 +19 +17 9 423 -16 + 9 7 99 24 36 26
East North  Central.,... cscensaeoe -11 -1 -7 11 L7 -38 +11 5 39 20 26 18
West Horth Centralesees.vecscasonss + 8 + 1 +20 [ 862 e I c e c c c
South AblantiCieuscossvsosascacooss -8 +3 -3 5 327 c c c e ¢ c ]
PACILIC. s useronconosescnsrsonincons + 8 +21 0 5 266 ¢ e c [ c e ©

Chemicals, industrialecesseessocccossoo =24 | w11 -19 14 1,026 +10 0 9 935 151 101 | 13

Clothing and furnishings (except shoes) 12 ~16 ~10 22 3,253 =33 -10 9 726 112 168 112

G081 uueiosiorsnonnnoacnsorossosnsronees + 81 +9 =6 9 3,316 [ [ ¢ I ¢ c I

Conf et ioneTY uosssoonmansnssaonse -3 -8 -1 43 1,70 +3 =18 16 [ 110 94 107

Middle AL1antice.oceeeccosooonnoean + 5 + 6 -4 7 463 c ¢ ¢ ¢ c c ¢
Last Horth Centralesesseceeccossoos -19 ~12 -9 [ 203 c c c e ] e e
South A1antiCesnsonnrionsonivenses. -4 -15 -3 11 229 [ e ¢ [ e e [
Bast South Centralesueoseecsssscons -2 ~13 + 1 7 146 [ [ c [ < [ c

Dairy and poultIy ProQUCtS.,eessoceesss -5 -6 ~12 22 2,895 +10 +3 12 672 35 30 32

Drugs and sundriss (liquor excluded).., -4 -1l Q 161 37,266 + 2 -1 117 49,878 186 174 165
New Englandeacessesesecassannansene =ZTTEY [0 1z 25 I S § -9 3,03 61 18371 173
Middle M;lantic...a,....'.u........ -4 10 -3 20 7,062 + 6 0 i3 55696 163 146 142
East North Centrale..sosase. se0ccae -5 ~13 + 2 25 6,704 0] -3 16 6,833 158 150 143
Hest North! Centraleservsceseonsosss -l -12 + 1 17 4,180 0 -2 15 6,257 175 167 157
SOULH AL1AKEICessensseerscasnnanons -3 . +2 27 4,547 +3| +3 19 6,636 2151 203 | 181
Eagt South Centraloseseesceessosnes =71 =12 -1 17 2,984 ] 0 12 4,612 202 | - 186 | 174
West South Contrale,.... -2 ~12 + & 18 3,851 + 4 -1 13 6,199 218 205 193
Hountain.seescecoonone -1] ~6. +1 9 1,614 + 7 o 7 3,045 196 180 183
PacificCovescoaronnses sessteccccns -7 13 -2 16 4,196 ~3 -3 i3 7569 184 175 165

Dry goods, L ~25 ~17 22 154 32,603 ~-15 0 99 68,780 254 220 211
New Bnglondesesosssesnseooossoes .o -7 - ~15 7 7 -~18 - b 7 950 128 1 13t
Middle Atlantic,,. ssesanssasne ~26 ~20 =2k 43 45094 + 6 + 1 22 7,250 299 203 222
East North Contralessseceesssonsncs | .8 =21 1 1,649 -9 0 10 3,760 232 29 | =216
West North Centraleseeceseceesss vse «17 -13 -18 9 55422 =14 -1 - 8 11,876 226 216 199
South Ab;l.antic. ssecssasiersceosacan -13 -9 ~16 20 2,362 ~1f c 13 5,101 245 253 226
Last South Centraleoesessvescacsocs =19 | <14 ~18 17 1,457 <201 +9 7 1,351 6L ) 27 | 22,
Weat South Centralessscsssssnsocsss ~28 -16 ~16 12 1,055 -25 -6 7 1,440 273 257 240
Mom:a'bginn... ©50sssc00s8s0m06s00000 =13 ~16 —15’ 5 371 ~25 -2 I 728 258 281 227
PacifiCieiveionocnoooosea csveacss ~11 ~17 ~5 17 2,528 -7 + 1 8 1,834 263 260 239

Farm supplidseceessvanionenanceosananns =14 | =27 ~10 15 4,102 - b 0 7 347 61 62 55

Fresh Lruits end vegetableS.ssecsoosocss «~10 + 3 ~5 [N 6,229 ~11.] -10 32 577 28 28 29
Mew Englandecovosssssocesosrosmsosa ETA -1 «14 10 442 [4] +16 6 22 10 8 9
Middle ASlantiCescecesences cason -17 - 2 ~11 16 1,434 =lly -9 7 32 8 hEA 9
East Narth Centialecesseecssseccsce -1l +5 - b 15 1,364 =15 =10 7 259 L4 L5 16
South AELaNtiCasessvascessccecenane #h | o+ 7 + 7 7 413 c c c [ c ¢ ¢
Eagt South Central,,, shessassan ~20{ -9 + 2 5 261, c ¢ c e’ ¢ ¢ e
PACIfiC e cenniaaorosocosoooncssnane =61 -16 -1 5 374 ] e c c ¢ e e

RS oFE

(Continmed on next page)



Page 4

WHOIESAIFRS! SALES AND-INVENTORIES, BY lﬂ'ii‘gigcl? BUSIAESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE CF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

.

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) " Stoclk-sales
’ Percent change April 1949 sample | Percent change] April 1949 saiple ratios
Kind of business Aprs | fpr I b mon A or
and . - » Pre Pre
< < o 1949 | 1949 | L No. of} Reported 1 No. of| Reported -
geographic division 1 1945 fo,‘Z, firms | dollar | poid }Z’gg firms | dollar | Apr. | Apr. | Mar,
Apr, | Har. | 4 mos, report- sales Apr. Mar, report-| values , 1949 1 1948 | 1949
1948 | 1949 | 104851 ing | (ada 000) | jgu8 | 39i9 | dmg | (add 000) '
Groceries, totaleeeecesssnscarsocaccres - T <11 + 1 540 $79,150 -2 -k 307 §7h,261 150 142 139
Non-agfiliated full-lins wholesalersd .61 «10 + 1 306 37,912 -2 -5 164 36,939 | W7l 1391 138
New Englandeseescececssceassanssace 31 -7 -8 1. 6 799 c c c c e 13 <
Middle AtlantiCessesecsconcarnsssss -7 -25 + bk 2 3,214 -15 -5 10 2,960 122 |~ 132 89
East North Centralesesssoesscncssse -21 =13 + &k 51 7,462 + 2 -5 19 8,316 1581 17| 14k
West North Centralesessees oo -6 -7 +.9 [ 4,249 -1 - b 3 5,609 el 1w 13
South AtlantiC.eeseececsssrosncasse -9{ -7 -6 51 Ly h59 -3 -3 19 2,41 131 129 | 126
East South Centralesesecsssesarensce =21 -5 -12 33 3,258 -8 -8 20 3,125 119 114 | X24
West South Contralecosecesosseresces -8 -8 -2 8l 11,303 + 6 -3 5l 11,399 1 125 138
HMountain,eeseescovesscerssossucesne -6 -5 -1 -9 1,128 -8 ~12 7 1,491 157 164 168
PacifiCeosserncsccrsvessssesonssane +7 ~12 +1h 10 2,040 c e e T e (] ¢ [
VYoluntary—group wholesalerscesesssces -8 11 -1 128 26,790 -2 -2 87 26,92l 169 159 156
New Gevesesessssnsansasnesces + 1 -3 0 T 2,118 c < [ ) c ) [
Middle AtlantiCeecssss srnessee -10 ~14 -1 35 75930 + & -2 i4 3,806 157 139 149
East North Central.. -91 -9 -2 36 7,061 -k -5 25 6,655 4| 1371 139
West North Central -5 -12 + b 23 4,990 + 2 +3 23 10,643 L 213 199 183
South AtlantiCoeeecosssevcescosrces ~13 -13 -2 9 1,238 -3 -6 L 656 130 128 124
PacifiCesesssvecsssnsnrsncnacrencss -9 -7 -4 5 1,871 ~17 -11 4 1,653 126 31 125
Retailer-cooperative warehouses.ocsee 0 ~11 +11 20 6,677 + 2 -7 11 5ehis2 137 135 131
Specialty lines wholesalerSeecsevssase -7 =15 + 2 86 7,771 -2 -5 45 4,956 110 103 97
New Englandesecovsarcascscscscosnce -2l ~21 -8 7 13L c c [ c ¢ ¢ )
Middle Atlantic. ~12 ~14 -k _19 2,261 -8 -6 1 1,850 112 o7 00
East North Central +9 =13 +15 10 647 -3 + L 5 164 70 Th 61
South AtlantiCecssse -1 ~13 + 2 20 1,313 +3 -3 10 958 9L 35 84
West South Centrala.. ~13 -9 +1 5 301 [ L] c c e [ [
PacifiCessescesnscascascsoserssasien -2 13 +5 1 1,928 -2 o] 9 827 17Ty o189 166
Leather and shoe £indingS.ssoeeassccces =15] +7 -7 29 502 -1 0 n 857 Loo | 368 400
Middle AtlantiCesssessocassososcses =67 +9 + 7 7 5L c c ] [ [ ¢ e
East North Centraleseecccsvssesccss -3 +6 -2 6 86 c c c e e ¢ e
West North Centralesccessseissescce 0] +i4 -1 & 48 c [ [ [ , © ¢ [
' PacifiCesseeccecaccscrcrosearssssss A7)+ 7 <12 6 241 e c [ e ¢ [ e
Meats and mwat productBescsecscosscoscs ~17 -1 16 39 20,281 =40 13 32 7,273 41, 56 _
Middle AbLantiCeseesscrsosansssenss -1Z] -6 ~10 g 3,776 =20 a5 8 1,493 k2 18
East North Centralsscevsesccsssscse ~-25 -1 =13 1z 8,699 ~51 -19 11 3,222 39 £0 3
South ALlantiCessesesseesssosesrase -1 . @ -1 5 1,357 =30 + 2 4 418 3L &3 30
PacifiCoossssesressonsossncrsanracs +11 ]| +19 -2 [} 3,290 [ e e [} c e e
Paper and its productBececsssssvccscacs ~15 -6 12 56 6,754 -2 + 1 29 1,899 153 139 A
New Englendesesceccvesscocceosssnso -U7 -4 -9 & 230 c 3 ¢ ] 3 ¢ €
Middle Atlenticeccsscsessccescssess =20 -2 =16 17 1,723 [ [ 4 c [ [ ¢
East North Centraleccescorsesceccse ~10{ ~3 -1l 16 3,373 c c [ ] c e [
West North Centraleeessccccssosnass -22 -5 ~13 5 275 [ [ [ c c ] ¢
South AtlantiCecesvescrecess ess =20 ~10 ~-13 7 491 e c -] e c e [-]
PebroloMMssessscccscsssvsosansasssntane -71 -2 -9 27 1,098 -1 + 5 25 599 59 55 56
Shoés and other foOtwWeATsesessesnssasse =17 «20 ~10 28 21,168 +12 ~11 18 9,804 88 79 8L
New Englendesesescccessscssncasesan =~ +10 ~23 4 543 c c c c < ] ¢
South AtlantiCeessccevsscccasscoscs =11 -31 ~13 A 1,17 [ c c c ¢ [ c
PACifiCeccscrrcercronccscrsresocnce -7 -2 ~26 6 303 e c e c c c e
Tobaceo ProduciSesecesecscssonsscrscnse -2 -3 -2 21 23,515 -2 -3 101 5,435 53 5% 51
0 + L =1 21 2,684 c Ch c c e c ]
3] -1 -6 bydy 5,350 -1 -5 25 1,513 49 173 51
East North Centrel,. -1} -2 0 L7 5,589 -9 -6 16 1,127 49 5 50
West North Central.. -8 -3 -4 33 3,053 +1 + 2 14 27 a2 67 T2
South AtlantiCecescesscsss -6] =12 + 2 ‘15 1,797 +3 + 2 10 807 59 5h 50
2] -0 0 7 629 c [ e ¢ e c e
West Soubth Centrolsscecssscscvcccee + 71 -5 + 6 23 1,925 [ ¢ [ e [ e 4
Mountaineseescossvosnsosecsceocesse +11 -2 +7 19 1,238 ] [ c e c e [
PacifiCecsscrsvosncressrcasssccvron -5 -5 -3 .15 1,250 ¢ c [ c c ¢ c
VWines and distilled spirite8®iesceccscses =161  -19 [ 181 36,724 c [ [ [ e [ c
New Englandeesesesessssesscscsacsss «l5 -5 ¢ 1L 2,03 [ c c e c c e
Middle AtlantiCecseccesscornssscase -2 ~12 [ 2l 11,1 ¢ [ c e ¢ e c
East North Centralececescsseisossce ~l4§ =19 ¢ 32 4583 c e e ¢ ¢ e ¢
West North Central.seessscoscsecses w11 | =22 [ 20 32274 [ [ [ [ c c ¢
South Atlantic.... . -13 -29 ] 27 4,837 ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ e c e
East South Centrelesescscsccsons -7 -1 3 10 1,981 c ¢ c ¢ c e c
West -South Central.cececcessecsscrae -19 <16 [ 15 1,735 e e 3 [ e e c
MountaiNeseosssesvoseccosrvvesscsse -8 =12 [ 13 1,588 [ ¢ L4 ¢ e ¢ c
PacifiCececscascsgescarecsssacconse 12| -2 ¢ 26 5,524 c c ¢ ] ¢ ¢ e,
Mi5COLlano0NBessssossesorsorsrsrtossssn -9 -9 -9 1o 2,113 +5 +1 5 1,155 2281 148 | 194

Includes reports received too
“Insufficient data to show separately,

eoT B

distribution at the wholesale level,
States comprising geographic divisions:

New England ~ (Conn., Maine, Mass., N. H., R. L., Vt.)
¥iddle Atlantic - (N, J., N. Y., P8.)

East North Central — (I11., Ind., Mich,, Ohio, Wis.)
West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr,,
N. Dal., S. Dak.)

#3578

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by
business) for an identical group of firms repo:

dividing stocks, ab eost, by total sales (including any direct shipments and congignuont

rting inventories in conjunction with sales.

Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.
Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in

late for inclusion in pre¥ious monthly trends,

the so-called "license" States which do not have State control or monopoly

o

Bast South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss,, Temn,)

West South Central - (Ark., La,, Okla., Tex.) ’
Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)

Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wasgh.)

South Atlantic - (Del,, D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., 5.C., Vas, W. Va.)
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UNITED STATES SUMMARY.GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release are compiled from confidential re-
ports submifted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 3,096 wholesale
houses in various lines of trade. R
SALES . . . v . :

Following the usual seasonal trend, sales of wholesalers for the month of May are slight-
ly higher (1 percent) in dollar volume than the previous month but continue below the sales
levels established for the comparable period in 1948, . ,

Seasonal trends for the various trades presented in this report showed considerable var-
iations. Wholesalers specializing in the sale of beer recorded a 21 percent increase over the
previous month, while those wholesalers specializing in clothing and furnishings registered a
. decline of 24 percent. Generally speaking, most of the trades continue to report sales below the
1948 volume, although gains were established in drugs, grocer es, tobacco, wines and liquors,

and a few others. . :

Cumulative sales for the first five months of 1949 are 7 percent lower than those re-
ported for the corresponding period a year ago, the same percent decline (cumulative) recorded
for the first four months of this year. '

INVENTORY -

May-31 inventories (valued at cost) are still somewhat (3 percent) in excess of the dollar
values established a year ago but are 4 percent lower than those established for April 1949, Ex-
pressed in terms of stock-sales ratios, the 171 reported for May represents a decrease of 6
points below April, but a 14-point increase over May a year ago, :

RETAIL TRADE _ .

According to the Bureau’s monthly retail trade report, May sales of independent retail
stores registered a decrease of 5 percent below the previous month but recorded an increase of
1 percent over May a year ago, . -

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES*
{Service and Limited Function Whelesalers Only)

INDEX 1939 MONTHLY AVERAGE — 100 INDEY
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*BASED ON REPORTS COMPILED FROM THIS SURVEY

DATA IM THIS REPORT ARE NOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH HOR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE FLUCTUATIONS.



‘ Page 2 WHOLFSALERS' SALES AND INVENIORIES, ﬁlﬁ% OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL.OPERATIONS)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stook-gales®
Poroent change May 1949 sample | Percent change | May 1949 semple ratios
Kind of business oy 5 mon i Yoy Yoy
and . . O .
geographic dvisien 1949 | 1909 | “199 No. of| meparted | 3qiq | 15l irne | "o | oy | ey | apr.
: rom| from| from reporte sales from | from report-] vaiues 1909 1988 | 2909
May | Apr.]| 5 moe, {add 000) May Apr. ing (sdd 000)
19481 1949 | 1948b - 1548 | 1949 .
United Stotebeiesecesorscecrcncnase -5] +1 - 3,096 ‘| $487,805 +3 -4 | 1,890 | 578,798 mr}oast | am
New Enghnd............................. -7 o -8 195 21,261 +10 -5 121 22,954 175 1 ws | 1,
Middle ALLaltiCesesenoeses “hl+2] -5 59L | a3,;778 +7 ] -5 333 69,570 | 151 | 133 | 159
BEopt North Contralesesseee esesscces | =5 + 1 -6 599 98,964 + 4 -3 362 105,122 157 132 152
West Norbh Contralesesscossscsrsassvsese | =3 42 -5 3, 63,749 +7 -1 22 99,307 187 | 172 | 192
-h ] +2 -6 %02 51,183 +5 1 -6 236 55,521 | 183 | 12 | 177
-71 +2 -9 . 163 22,103 -2 -8 89 21,260 154 | we | ain
West South Central.... -1]| -2] -3 283 14,000 +9 | -6 185 57,642 17 | o157 |
-5 0 -6 ‘158 19,359 +8 -1 103 22,806 168 149 175
PacifiCesessssancionenss -2 +5 -8 337 66,988 + 8 -5 195 87,358 203 179 220
Automotive supplies. -0 | +1 10 186 95430 -3 -3 121 13,725 257 1 236 | 272
New England... =37 =1 ~1k 7 206 ) € T - c c ) c
Middle Atlantic... -2 +7 =11 35 819 +2 -5 29 1,409 234 225 256
East North Central -8 +3 -16 39 1,580 .+ 8 -5 27 2,302 250 188 266
West North Central.. -7 + 2 -6 28 2,350 -2 -4 2 3,556 254 261 288
South AtlantiCec.esss -9 + 9 =1l 13 662 -3 -7 7 259 215 2814
West South Central... -18 | +5 -17 573 681 -8 -2 1) 1,353 213 | 186 | 228
Mountainieeeeesrsnson -81 +3 -1 15 849 - b +21 7 :akvd 233 | 238 | 217
PacifiCeeiacesensansesccerracssosnesn 11 -2 ~12 35 2,293 ~10 -5 13 3,282 325 308 332
Electrical group, tot8leiecessesssonsesess | =1 | + 4 -5 57k | 106,607 424 -8 488 1| 169,716 167 | 134 | 189
Full-line wholesalerBseesssssssnsceres 0] +3 -4 378 91,050 +25 -8 365 | 150,975 169 | 135 189
-4 +9 -5 30 5,146 +22 -8 30 9,761 190 | 150 | 226
+31 -3 +3 45 13,215 +34 -9 43 24.,734 66 | 128 | 117
East Norbh Central.. vevessossanee -5 -2 ~-6 T | 25,7715 +20 -7 70 33,611 159 122 169
West Norbh Centraleceseeesseseneecss +3 + 1 -3 39 10,423 +22 -9 39 15,286 157 123 162
South AtlantiCoecsssecersscrosncnses +3 +5 -3 60 12,304 +21 -9 56 19,227 165 141 190
East South Contral.essssessccscecvss + 6 +10 -5 20 4,09 417 -1 19 5,585 139 127 173
West South Central, + 6 + 2 + 2 43 8,842 +41 -9 43 15,177 172 129 191
Hountaineeseeesnss +1 +9 -6 28 3,546 +19 + 1 27 5178 m 150 192
PacifiC..aes -5 410 =1, 39 11,705 +21 -9 38 24,116 210 | 165 | 255
Wiring supplies, construction
materials distribubors..iaceenceascesss “1L | o+ 4 10 113 4,880 + b 0 6 5,052, 173 1 247 | 1
New EnglanGessassescsrassscassvesces -7 + k& -9 13 117 -1 -9 [ 169 228 190 245
Middle Atlantic... srecesnssnses | =31 +2 -1 30 864 +1 -4 16 1,073 91 | 179 | 196
Enst North Central...ccoesecesssasss -18.f + 7 ~16 23 5051 ~13 + 1 15 1,226 151 14 165
West North Centrale....... srvessesase + 2 +11 -2 10 1,048 54 +9 ‘5 638 1606 108 167
South Atlantic..eeeees | =22 -2 -5 15 624 -2 -3 10 8z, 170 133 174
PAcifiCisceecccsvrncenssccncesesnane -17 ~13 -23 8 177 -1 +6 6 392 235 228 190
Appliances .and specialties 6 @ P 1‘3 69 L
WhOLeSalers.sesesscssarsrescessssassae - +1 -9 3 10,677 + -9 59 13; d24 | 192
Middle Atlantic... esecssseressnan -1l +5 +2 16 I,'Iﬁ -12 14 9 2,487 177 170 223
East North Centr&l.seeessecesseccsss +3 +5 -3 E1s 1,620 -1 -4 8 1,255 102 114 1
West North Centraleseesvessescavenes + 4 +20 -9 1 857 +22 =15 ] 1,078 161 138 248
South Atlantic.ee.s. essenssssiesenae -12 +31 -12 1 2,123 +39 -2 13 2,722 151 98 234
Mountainecseesscesassosscsessssssase -22 +12 . ~28 8 992 +36 -6 7 1,554 178 100 208
Furniture and house furnishingSessesesee | =1l | ~ 35 =11 A 7,329 +79 =1 25 12,49 216 | 104 | 207
Middle AtlantiC..veccrasccsss -8 ~10 -1 12 1,659 [ ) ) [ c - ¢ c
-2 -4 ~1 & 938 e e [ c ¢ [ e’
-4 +9 -13 I 236 ¢ c c [} c c 3
-22 0 ~29 8 267 [ c c c c ¢ c
Hardware...._.........a...........!...... =10 | +1 -13 126 221 + 3 -3 9 82,210 264 | 221 | 267
Middle AtlanbtiCiecvessessccccsveseees | — 4 + 2 -7 26 6,750 + 5 ~6 17 8,632 195 | 179 217
East North Centraleeccesceeccevsscass -10 +#11 ~-17 13 6,216 0 -2 13 14,997 24 A7 274
West North Central...cceesevncossacs -9 -2 -1k 16 8,545 + 8 +3 14 21,598 271 227 255
South AtlantiCsecseisssssssnsensceses | =6 0 -6 20 3,960 +2 -11 16 7,559 212 | 194 | 246
East South Central....eeevensccccaes -6 +3 ~10 12 3,807 + 8 -8 5 3,174 182 165 209
West South Central...cesseseses . =] +1 -12 T15 L k2l -1 -3 9 6,8 269 221 275
- PacifiCesiseesiessescaviancnesnseose ~18 -2 -18 i 6,281 -2 -1 1 17,260 335 276 30
Industrial SUPPli®S..ececocscsocsscccsen -1l [¢] ~1 [T 8 +26 -2 42 } 18,168 262 | 188 | 269
Middle AtlanbiCe.scecvscecans 16 + 5 -13 17 1,491 -3 +1 8 1,36& 197 | 18 23
East North Centrales.eecessss e | 161 -9 | -8 9 756 + 4 -2 [3 632 232 1 195 | s
West North Central.eieessceseseeress | =3 | 413 =16 1 584 < c ¢ e ¢ c e
South AblantiGesssescesssssrcessecss | 28 | =3 =14 8 577 411 -1 6 1,250 243 | 154 ) 239
-5 =4 +7 5 2,763 +14 -1 5 7,510 272 | 227 | 265
-12 ¢} -13 9 1,849 c [ c ¢ e * e <
=20 ] ~5 ~15 10 5,270 =14 -9 67 8,906 261 | 248 | 276
~31 -4 ~20 L 251 [ [ ¢ c c [] c
21| -6 -21 34 974 ¢ c e [} c [ e
East North Centml. seasnens =15 -8 =14 43 1,511 ¢ e (] ] [] ¢ [
West North Centralee.esssss <17 | -6 ~8 18 810 c c ¢ e ! ¢ c ¢
South AL1ANGiCessseeesesvaase =91 -7 -12 [ 201, c ] ] e [ ¢ ¢
PacifiCeceosesesnscssrosacnsososnecs | =21 0 18 27 1,246 ] [ [ [ c c c

{Continued on next page)
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WIOIESALIRS' SAIES Amip\mvmpnms, ﬁ! !%m‘g OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC- MIVISION Fage 3

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIELE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sales. Inventory, end-cfemonth (at cost) Stock-salesd
Percent change Yay 1949 sample | Percont change | May 1949 eample. | ratios

Kind of business
and ]!fay ]‘f"‘i 51;’7;;‘ No. of| Reported %{9 l{;{g No. of | Reported .
geographic division 2 e ] 19 | Teima | aollar from | from | fims | ‘aollar |may | ey |ape.
: Apr. | 5 mos, | YOPOTb~| sules May Apr, |[TePori~|  values | 1949 | 1948 {1949 .
198 | 199 | “194gb | ime | (add 000) § g4 | 395 | img | (add 000) s

Lumber and building materiels........... =10 =1 =7

56 $8,017 17 -2 30 1 %697 153 | 119 | 153
M.ddle AL1antiCecssesrensas =19 | 16 +12 . 12 775 © [ ¢ ¢ ) ) ©
Eagt North Central.. « | 23| a3 -18 13 1,370 [ c e e [ e ¢
West North Central o] =291 -9 L 5 374 [ © [ ¢ ¢ c c
South Atlantic... wes | =11 415 ~14 7 1,066 c c ¢ c [ ¢ c
East South Contraliceesseeesececesses -6 +10 20 b 693 ] [ c ¢ [ e e
PACLFiC citnercscnsenvenseneancnaos 14 -5 =17 10 1,717 e [ [ [ c ¢ L]
Hachinery equipment, supplies
(except electricall.,.. ~L | ~7 =8 40 5,321 +9 +1 30 9,076 193 ] 185 175
=21 -8 ~20 I 127 e e [ ¢ c . c ¢
-6 | -10 -13 5 504 [ e ¢ [ [ c [
+1 -1 =15 8 520 ¢ e [ [ ¢ c ¢
-8 +17 -26 8 782 ot 7 -3 5 1,338 267 300 318 M
28 | <12 -8 5 1 1,769 il 2 n h,727 218 ] 19 | 28
Optical g00dE.suervrerreveresnscnncesns | 12 | =1 ] 410 8 232 +9 | -6 4 139 | 153 | 158 | 1s¢ .
Paints and vaInioheS..ceseeeessrsnanoonos -1 -2 -5 21 1,195 <13 =1 11 976 159 155 155
Middle Atlentic....... =27y -9 L 113 ¢ ] e e P e ¢ e e
East North Contral.s.eeceveses ~10 -4 -1 5 341 ] c c ] ¢ ¢ c ! 2
Plumbing and heating supplies. ~12 + 4 =13 55 4,062 +.8 -2 31 h,188 208 163 210 s
New Englandeassecee. =23 +13 ~17 7 232 [ e ] e c [ c e ) i
. ~17 0 =15 16 905 +8 +1 8 834 257 188 219
=10 +9 ~11 1z 818 +3 -5 10 1,294 186 162 212
ceesersace <18 -6 ~13 7 548 +2l, -2 5 930 208 131 191
PaCifiCeuctsessncsrnconsansonsonanae -1 +13 11 4 884 e ] c . c ¢ [ c
Refrigeration equipment, parts
COMISTCLELY wvvesssrensesennnrenoneenee | +3 | 436 | w11 22 990 -2 8 17 1,650 | 215] 238 | 2m
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies.. | - 4 | -2 1 1 26 |~ 2,799 5 +3 7 2,95 71 103 | 17
East Horth Central....... I P G 7 1,983 | 1% 5

A 1,906 163 a7 97
Weat South Central..... .

r
o
!
o
H
[
@ $ Oy

B
a
]
o
o
()
[
]

BOCTesvtaronressnncerannnes +21 +20 +10 3 2,818 =121 +8 29 633 25 35 29
Middle AL1antiCessvsesvcnaess +45 +21 +23 g 481 -21 +10 [ 100 2L 39 23
East North Central.ie.cevssosereseees| =1 +13 -6 1o 492 ~25 + 1 8 118 27 35 30
West North Central..,.. +22 +22 +21 6 1,054 ¢ c c ] [ c c
South Atlantic..,.. +33 +21 + 5 4 378 c [ ] c [ c c
PacifiCessereess +24 | +16 +5 5 309 - : .

Chemicals, industrialecsesesseenraccnans -5 + 4 ~19 13 880 + 6 0 8 882 147 129 156

Clothing and furnishingg (except shoes). =2 | 30 =13 21 1,724 -3l -8 10 -, 879 4| 198 |

L N =27 =12 {- =10 10 4,033 +70 +25 L 4,704, 381 128 22

L R -1 + 2 -1 41 1,516 +34 +33 20 1,162 119 89 - 92

- Hiddle AtlantiCse..eessas.. + % + 6 -3 5 9 [ c [ c c ) c
East North Central.e....es... -7 +1 -9 5 147 c [} [ [ c c c
West North Central........... P +10 -1 +17 I 316 [ ¢ c c c c c
South AtlanbtiCesseeicsvssnesnnsnsoan + 2 +10 -2 11 253 c c c ] [ c c *
East South Centraliveseessevsenoeses ~11 -3 0 [ 19 c -] c c ¢ c [
West South Central..iveceseseecanoss -9 =-27 +9 4 119 c ] c e ¢ ] c

Dairy and poultry productsS.ses..eseoeses =10 +5 =13 36 4,043 -18 +17 17 1,058 39 45 1 - 35
Middle ALlanticCeeeeeeseverensneoenss ~20 ~12 ~22 7 28 =51 +11 i 293 53 86 L3
East North Central..seesesss. .o -9 +13 -1 12 1,344 . e c e e ° -] [
South At1antiCesieeseescnesseanennns -4 -5 -5 4 221 e [ e e e e s

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)..,. + 5 + 1 +1 158 37,115 -1 -3 119 51,430 180 190 187
New Englandecesesesecasoeocncnoseses +.9 + 2 +2 11 1,970 +3 -5 9 2,600 178 186 190
Middle Atlantic....... + 4 +6 -2 20 7,302 -3 -3 6,800 153 159 160
East North Central.. +3] ~1 +2 25 6,816 -1 -3 18 7,878 166 172 170
West North Central.,. + 4 -2 +2 16 3,937 -2 -4 15 6,859 176 187 181
South At1antiC....e... +6 o] +3 27 4,711 0 -4 19 6,660 208 224 216
Bast South Central.. +3 +1 (o] 17 2,839 -4 -5 i1 4,203 190 205 203
West South Central.. +11 + 4 +5 17 3,789 +3 -3 13 6,002 202 219 218

i +2 | -4 ] +1 9 1,546 +8 0 T 3,037 204 191} 196

+5 0 -1 16 4,205 * -4 -2 i3 7,391 179 197
Dry -8 -3 ~21 15k | 31,458 -26 -5 104 | 64,072 2%9 265 | 219
-4 + 3 -1} 5 191 ~12 =15 321 8 183 203
-18 + 4 =23 40 3,878 * 18 - 2L |- Lu17 238 228 261
-12 0 ~18 13 1,762 =14 -4 12 3,755 221 | 228
-7 -5 =18 10 5,158 ~21 -6 10 11,190 223 225
South AtlantiCeesesescnses ~12 + 1 ~16 0 2,276 ~19 -4 13 h,366 238 258 249
East South Centrales..uoeessss veenen ~19 -4 -18 16 1,323 ~25 -8 8 1,754 249 268 247
West South Central...,.. ~23 -0 ~17 .13 1,212 ~32 -9 9 1,687 203 222 228
MoUNbaIN. et itreretneencrerncansesan -2 -1 ~13 7 699 -19 -1 5 979 173 21 170
PaCLfiC e sarcrerriossonanrenannenann +3] +2 -5 18 4,004 +20 -3 9 6,891 357 | 284 | 341

Farm supplies....ceeseeerenonnseennnenns ~12 -2 =10 15 2,416 =37 +1 9 62l 59 86 55

Fresh fruits and vegetables... +11 +5 -2 65 6,209 +10 +12 35 825 23 25 20
New England...... #1433 -10 10 [ e [ [ e [ e
Middle Atlantic, <10 +16 -11 1,705 ¢ c c c c [ T
East North Contral.eesecvenennsansen +6 | +10 -2 15 1,306 [ c ¢ e c e [ K
South AtLantiC.essessesecosnsesnenns +28 | 410 +11 6 436 3 [} ¢ e [ e c
East South Centraliuecinevnseevaeess | <13 | + 8 -1 5 286 c c c ¢ ¢ e ¢

(Continued on next page) R
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Page L WHOIESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, ﬁy% OF BUSINESS AND GECGRAPHIC DIVISION

(DATA ARE SHOWN HY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF IMDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sales Inventory, end~of-month {at cost) Stock-sules®
Percent change May 1949 saxple Porcent chengs| May 1949 sample ratios
Kind of business Moy May 5 nos ey ey |
. . and .
geographic division 1949 | 1949 | 2949 | N9y of | Reported } yg49 | 1gu9 | NO: of| Reporied oo |4
from | from | from : from | from vy ollar Y y Pl
¥ay apr. |5 mos, roporte sales May Apr. reporh- values 1949 1 1948 | 1949
1948 | 1949 |94 | n8 | (844 000) | qqps | 3gu9 | ime | (add 000)
Groceries, t008licsacesncnscvesrsonsnsse +1 + 3 + 1 555 $91,389 - & -2 328 483,416 142 148 149
Non-affiliated full-line wholesa.lersd +2 + 3 +1 318 42,906 -2 ~1 176 43,323 Ly, 153 159
New England, ... -1 +8 ] -8 5 540 [ c ] [ [ ¢ c
Middle Atlantic.. 0 +3 +3 20 1,721 -6 -1 8 1,281 136 9 142
East North Central...... +7 ] +2 + b 57 8,471 +1 +2 26 9,531 159 | 165 | 159
West North Centralseseceesecesscocees +17 +10 +11 W 9,062 +3 +10 - 35 13,236 1l 165 142
South ALLaNtiCeeesesseescsessensseee | =5 | +3 -6 59 6,125 -8 -4 23 3,051 | 12 | 126 | 124
East South Centraleseesceecenesecnee ~12 -1 ~12 28 2,465 -13 -3 17 2,188 125 125 127
West South Cenbral.scscscesoccaesses -3 -1 -3 80 10,472 -l <11 50 9,329 129 131 3
-6 +4 | -4 .16 2,035 -L| -3 13 ‘3,667 210 | 209 | =227
+ & -3 + 9 7 . 2,015 . e ¢ e [ [] [ c
. Yolunbtary-group wholesalers...... =1 + 4 -2 130 31,831 -7 =k 95 29,839 147 152 158
New England.eesecensesascaceses -6 -1 -1 10 2,563 -4 -2 4 Th5 47 170 165
Middle AtlanbiCecssoascacss -1 + 5 -1 T3 7,950 -3 ~13 15 3,114 149 150 170
East North Central.,. e -5 +2 -2 37 7,937 -6 -2 27 6,935 131 130 138
Hest: Worth Central.c.ceceeces -6 +8 + 2 2 4,786 -1 -1 22 10,127 212 201 231
South AtlantiCecesseresessonscrseses -2 |"+6 -2 7 2,023 -9 - b4 5 768 127 137 138
PaCifiCescssccasseneasrssnennosannee -3 + 1 ~4 9 55795 =21 -4 8 5,483 105 129 110
Retailer-cooperative warehousesS....... +13 + 8 +12 19 7,858 + 1 ~ 1 11 5,396 130 133 137
=11 +3 =1 88 8,79 -3 -1 46 4,858 113 | 132 | 16
-13 -15 -9 7 47 -9 o 4 8L 43 L2 35
-9 1 +1 -7 20 3,045 -7 + 4 10 1,900 130 | 18 | 127
+10 -6 +1h 10 607 -3 + 1 5 156 67 Th 1
South At1antiCessseseessssssocresese | +1 | +3 +2 21 1,102 -3 -2 8 563 90 95 %2
East South Cenbral..ieecsvesssoncees +4] -1 +5 75 397 e [3 [ ) e c c
HOUNt2iNessanesoeeesee -tk | +10 -9 I 699 ] -] [ [ [ [ [
PacifiCeiosessessoaasse +15 +9 +-1 13 2,265 +13 -7 10 1,053 170 173 185
Leather and shoe findings.. =i | -k -9 26 439 -1 -3 10 719 361 1 379 1 363
Middle Atlantic...eeese -12 0 + 2 8 59 c c c [ c c [
West North Central.... -4 =10 ~7 L 43 [ [ c [} e e ¢
PaCifiCrsecensosrsroscransecsnsarrne - -5 ~13 6 .228 [ ¢ ¢ e ¢ c c
iieats and meat productS.ec..cesscecsesesse L =17 | =5 -17 36 18,142 =37 0 32 6,963 4 56 L),
-23 - b -13 2 3,618 22 -2 9 1,618 L5 L bh
East North Central. ~-20 -7 <14 31 7,642 ~51 *e2 11 3,i51 IAS 68 39
South Atlantic.eeessstonss .n ~1h =22 -3 5 1,061 -37 -6 k 393 37 50 A
Paper and its productS..ececeescecssscnce ~12 -5 =12 53 6,268 -k 0 24 L, 495 164 148 149
New Englandeseessvese -11 -6 -9 L 220 - ) [ e [ ¢ [
Middle AtlantiCecisisecsanss ~23 =13 ~17 15 1,373 =13 -2 9 2011 122 116 106
Eagt North Central.ve.ecesensasncees -6 -1 ~10 18 3,506 =6 -3 8 1,817 150 138 140
South At)antiC.eseseevsernrassovcorsse | =12 + 2 ~13 7] 499 e c © c e [ e
PebYOLlelUNls s coresrncarnscsossesconansennns + 7 +1i, -7 25 946 - b +7 23 372 Ly 50 47
Shoes and other foolwWear.vcinsserosrseese ~11 -33 -0 26 7,958 +23 +27 17 12,101 175 130 89
New England.esevecoocssonnsocons =3L =25 =25 L LO5 [} [ ) [ < [ ]
12 -5 -3 [ 650 -e [ e e ¢ e ¢
~29 1 -43 | - 35 [ 806 [ c [ c e ¢ e
~-8.] =11 ~2L 5 245 c e -2 e [ [ c
+ 3 + 2 =1 251 25,230 +1 + 5 111 5355 56 56 54
+6 ] +3 + 1 19 2,521, + b -1 [ L 53 L0 [}
East North Central... + 5 + 4 +1 54 6,441 +13 +9 20 1,119 50 L7 48
West North Centr@lesevssvsesssscsnss ol 5 . -3 50 3,765 -3 + 1 19 1,206 68 27 69
South AtlantiC..eceeeessoncsscsssese | + 7| +1 +1 15 1,77 +5 -1 1 833 57 59 58
+11 o + 7 28 2,178 [ ] e c c [
+3 ) -7 + 6 19 1,107 +10 0 12 273 68 671 10
\Pucific...........-................. + 7 + 4 -3 18 ,303 -1 -4 -7 365 52 57 56
Wines and distilled spirits®...ccvennss. + 3 + 9 c 205 39,286 c [} c [ .c c c
New Englandessesevesersosssnconccsss + 8 +10 [ 13 1,706 [ c c c c © c
Hiddle Atlantic...... +10 +19 ¢ 27 9,266 [ e [ ¢ ¢ c 3
East North Central. +3 ] +10 3 35 6,213 c [ c [ e e e
West North Central... «~10 -2 [ 2L 2,745 e [ ¢ c e c ¢
South Atlantic....... -2 + 7 e 33 6,277 [ c ] ¢ ‘e c [
East South Central... +1 + 2 c 15 2,559 c c. ¢ e (] ¢ ¢
West South Centrdl... + 9 -6 c 15 1,809 c c c - c < c (N
HountaiNesessenases +1h | o+ 3 c 15 1,384 e |~ e | c e c c c
PAcifiCeerercarrsrsernacanssranseans” | +3 +10 c 29 7,327 - e e c [ ¢ c. [
+.5CELLANEOUS v vranenssvessnavasanseess | =T | =4 | -9 10 1,908 +1] -7 6 1,99 | 299 | 197 | 300

»

Insufficient date to show separately.

oo T

distribution at the wholesale level,

Etats comprising geographic divisions:
New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass.,

Middle Atlantic - (N. J., M. Y., Pn,)

Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.
Based on reports submitted by wholesalers locatéd in the so-called "iicenss" States which do not have State control or monopoly

N.H., R.I., V&.)

East North Central - (I11,., Ind., Mich., Ohlo, Wis.)
West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Hebr.,
N. Dak,, S, Dak.)

V.o 72

Stock-sales ratiosare percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including eny direct shipments and consl gnment
business) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales,
Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

South A‘blantic ~ (Del., B.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., S.C., Va., W. Va.)}
East South Central - (Ala., Ky.; Miss., Tenn,)
West South Central - (Ark., Ia., Okls., Tex.)
Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idesho, Mont., Nev., N, Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
Pacific - {Calif., Oreg., Wash,)
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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential re-
ports submitted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 3,083 wholesale
houses in various lines of trade. R .
SALES

Cumulative sales for the first six months of 1949 dropped 7 percent below the sales level -
established for the corresponding period a year ago, reflecting the 8, 3, 7,12, 5 and 8 percent
year-to-year declines reported for each of the six months from January through June, respectively,

Wholesalers’ sales for the month of June advanced slightly (1%) over the previous month
but decreased 8 percent below the sales volume recorded in the.same month a year ago,

June sales (with but few exceptions) for all trades presented in this release, continue
below thegcorresponding 1948 volume, although gains were noted in beer, drugs, wines and
liquors, and a few others. Seasonal trends, however, show considerable varijation, ranging from
a 1 percent increase in optical goods to 18 percent in shoes and other footwear. In contrast,
many trades reflect decreases--from 1 pereent in the automotive supplies, electrical group and
leather and shoe findings to 32 percent in farm supplies, -
INVENTORY ) :

" Inventories for June 30 (valued at cost) are 4 percent in excess of the dollar value of
stocks on hand a year ago but 5 percent lower than reported at the end of the previous month. . .
Expressed in terms of stock-sales ratios, a drop of 8 points is noted from the previous month,
while a gain of 22 points is recorded over the 135 established in June 1948, R
RETAIL TRADE , - e

According to the Bureau’s monthly retail trade report, June sales of independent retail
stores reported little or no change over the previous month but a slight decrease (1%) below
June 1948, Cumulative sales for the first six months of 1949 were 1 percent below the corre-
sponding period a year ago. : B

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES*

(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only).
9DEX 1939 MONTHLY AVERAGE = 100 .- INDRX
400 - 1300
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300 . ‘L.—— £ - 300
' - M o* A%
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"BASED ON REPORTS COMPILED FROM THIS SURVEY

DATA IN THIS REPORT ARE NOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH NOR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE ‘FLUCTUAT IONS.



Page 2

JUNE 1949
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGHAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY XINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

?alea Inventory, end-of-month (at .cost) Stock-salesa
Percent change June 1949 sample |[Percent change June 1949 sample ratios
find ora.xsme" June | June | 6 mos, No. of Reported June June No. of { Reported
geogrephic division g.::‘ g_ﬁl i.'gﬁg firms dollar i.‘gﬁg }323 firms dollar June | June | May
June | May 6 mos, | FEPOT™ sales June | May report-| ~values 1949 | 1948 | 1949 .
104 | 1049 | 10a8p | ine | (add 000) | 3045 | yo9 ing | (add 000)
United S6aLeS..eerecereroscoonornnsed] =81 +1 -7] 3,083 $525,227 + 4 ~-5| 2,008 | $579,547 | 157 135 165
New England....ocacensernsnsrnsnosnnsensssl = 7] 44 -8 200 21,748 +15 -9 133 23,077 | 157 127 178
Middle At1antiC..eesseseesersssasssasssaes =81 +4 -5 608 97,850 +13 -4 385 82,355 | 127 98 120
Bast North Central.c.vesseeecersrssraasscs] =8 + 1 -7 584 98,294 + 7 -4 392 108,721 149 125 154
Wost North Gentrol.eeeesesesvecssasseesses] =4 *2 -5 327 67,400 +B -3 260 95,555 | 169 ] 183 179
SOuth AL1ANLIC..evssseccerarsasenes -7) -2 ~6 298 49,036 +10 -3 271 58,151 | 153} 130 154
East South Central....isessessssssavas -13] -3 -10 160 19,775 [¢} -7 104 20,073 | 140| 125 149
West South Central...sseesesssscseccsssssel =<5 + 2 -3 287 47,832 +19 -8 209 60,576 180 127 172
MOUREELT. v v ovensoonssoncessasansensos S+ -7 144 18,413 +8 -9 103 10,001 | 139] 118 151
PACITEC. suuneerennneisnsacacsorersessoanart =81 +1 -8 320 54,887 +6 -7 215 75,521 | 184 | 164 210
Automotive supplieS...ccevvssascovensenense -12 -1 ~10 221 14,145 -3 -2 141 14,039 243 211 251
New Englandes.e.. erenen enes] =7 +24 =13 8 2897 ~14 -6 4 308 181 208 253
Middle At1antiCis.eseacsensossassssess] =91 +4 -11 37 920 -4 -2 31| 1,535 | 220 | =21 234
East North Cenbrale.evessceeersosesces] =181 45 -16 40 1,728 -2 -5 30 2,864 | 202 172 223
West North Conbral..e.sessecessccessss] =131 =35 -8 32 2,683 + 2 -3 28 4,90 | 277 =239 270
South Atlantic..... ceners) =14 -1 ~14 15 813 +1 -1 10 1,055 233 188 232
West South Central.... vereess] =281 =1 -20 15 709 -9 + 6 11 1,457 | 252 182 218
HoUNLAiN. sevesscosvennssasronvacsserons ~18 + 1 -10 15 854 -4 + 4 6 517 240 212 233
PacifiCeseecreessossscsscsscrscrsonass]| =13 + 4 ~-12 43 1,695 -13 o 21 1,266 363 309 377
Electrical group, tobal.c.sseissesncennas: -6 -1 -5 563 -104,808 + 9 ~10 500 154,332 18R 132 167

Full-line wholesalers.isesesvsssss -8 -2 -5 385 91,633 +10 ~10 376 139,188 154 133 168 .
New England...esieenssssersscssscnsnss -4 -5 by 30 4,872 + 4 ~16 30 8,192 8 155 120
Hiddle Atlantic.ccescesnncercvansscass -8 -3 Q]: b 44 12,841 +17 -10 42 19,222 ] 120 165
Bast North Centraleseesecesssccscacecs =14 -7 =7 15 20,438 +15 -7 73 32,972 164 122 1683
West North Central.. -7 -5 -3 40 10,577 o+ 8 ~10 40 14,162 134 116 140
South AtlanticC.essesecssrcscencocrense -1 -3 -3 59 12,278 +10 -9 57 18,487 1s7 142 168
East South Centralecscseseccesscacsccs + 2 + 1 =3 ) R2 4,400 +1 <12 21 5,011 118 118 134
West South Centralicescesssccsssnunasce +11 +12 (\:. A 43 9,888 +20 -13 43 13,290 134 124 174
MOUNTALIN. eevresasesssnrevsssssronessnas] =19 -8 = 28 3,253 +1 ~13 27 5,588 176 141 184
PacifiCevssesacencscsnsvsscarcrsonccts +1 + 4 ~12 44 13,106 -1 ~13 43 22,254 171 175 203

Wiring supplies, construction : :

materials distributors.ecsccessrecscscsne ~R8 + L ~13 104 4,921 + 1 - 4 70 5,763 150 113 157

~20 +12. =11 13 469 ¢ c c c < c c

~14 0. - 2 26 f 979 +1 -1 17 1,100 132 112 134
Bast North Central.... -39 + 4 ~17 25 1,038 -9 -2 19 1,497 165 151 180
West North Central..... -3 + 7 -3 5 425 +36 - 8 5 568 138 o8 160
South AtlantbiC..sssesensse «36 -4 -22 17 1,283 -1 -4 12 1,384 135 81 137
PACLfAC. eousernsnennnsssvsasevsnsosssal =R ;"::0 -3 7 166 -9 -4 [} 383 239 186 248

Appliances and specialtles \

WholesalerS.ee s rresncriroscsrenosrorores - & °i».+s -~ 8 74 8,254 + 5 -7 54 9,388 134 123 151
Middle Atlantic, cesosscessssssravsosce ~26 ‘t& 4- + 2 12 885 27 =13 7 722 147 138 163
East North Central..... +3 + 5 -1 16 1,914 + 5 -8 9 1,193 a7 80 100
West North Central..... + 2 s](_ -5 -8 9 385 + 4 +3 7 790 251 248 241
South Atlantic,scecncscecesscosracrces + 8 + 1 -8 13 1,991 +23 -10 11 1,880 117 100 129
Mountain...,seesese ~20 + 4 ~27 5 083 + 5 ~22 s 949 139 107 185
PacifiCeicacecoesncsssosaencsonssonanss _gt:az,f +14- ~1% 8 873 +12 +10 61 . 1,362 160 1i2 165

Furniture and house furnishings....eesce.. =1l + 3 ~10 40 10,541 +40 -3 23 16,609 184 121 198
liddle AL1AntiC...ecsssecacseseonsvsss) =54 ~15 -8 10 1,117 [ c c c e c c
Bast North Central.s.ecececessersecsss] =11 -2 = 4 920 c c c c c c c
South AtlantiC.ceeessneesescsssscceens) =9 -8 qu 5 675 c c [ c ] e e
Mountain.seevevessnes -4 +27 = 4 282 c e e c c ¢ [
PACAITiC.seevavsesscansssesnscanssssnesl =31 +1 -21 7 211 < c [ c c c ]

Hardware..vseeessessaassssarnoesovesanonrs -14 -4 ~13 127 43,011 -3 ~ 5 92 82,031 237 213 244
New England.e... PP B ~17 =15 4 533 ¢ c c c c c c
Middle Atlantic... cersasssareness 12 -5 -8 26 6,264 +1 -8B 18 9,276 182 166 188
East North Central.e...eresossesnssnss| =11 -4 ~16 17 8,795 -6 -3 16 19,936 236 221 R34
West North Centralecsscescsssccccccees -7 + 5 ~12 15 9,354 + R -2 15 21,972 235 213 253
South AtlantiC..seesscerersonssancsnens ~21 ~18 -8 22 3,355 + 7 + 3 17 6,999 256 201 1e9

~23 =17 =12 12 3,173 + 5 - 4 5 3,082 190 148 182

~13 +4 ~12 13 3,977 ~10 -5 6 4,083 240 226 277
MOUNDAINs covossssarssssassssssesasenss| =10 +14 -8 5 1,694 [ e c e [ [ [
PaCifiCicenverensseissrrvosssnsenssoncs -23 - &, -19 13 5,866 ~13 =135 10 14,623 280 282 337

Industrial supplies...sccecavccscscnsscece ~21 -4 -8 85 9,217 +17 -3 44 17,484 263 174 259
New England.cisssessvssssannesassnsess ~RR + 2 ~13 7 329 + 1 [} 5 1,234 488 384 482
Middle AtlantiC.eseessees veeeens] 28] -12 -16 19 1,396 -8 -3 11 2,015 | 27| 17 198
Fast North Centraliss... T e ) + 7 -9 9 636 +3 -2 7 648 207 176 230
West North Central.e.cessssessssscsces *7 +21 =ld 7 659 ¢ ] c c ¢ c ]
South Atlantic..seesescsssronsccssases ~26 +9 ~16 7 570 + 8 -2 [ 1,R28 217 149 243
West South Central. -25{ =10 0 8 3,470 +8 -2 s 7,352 R96 199 72

PacifiCisecessvoes ~22 -1 ~14 7 1,639 c c c c c c ¢

JEWELEFevserernsosrsnnssnsosssssuncnssnses =27 ~17 ~17 145 4,388 ~11 + 5 80 11,688 366 293 282
New ENgland..eesessesssssssasssoscrassl =20 -1 19 7 336 ¢ c 3 3 c e c
Middle AtLantic..eeeescsssveecvavsores] =30 -11 ~R2 38 805 ] c c c [ [ c
East Nopth Centraliveessscesesovseerssl =50 -18 =17 45 1,267 c c -] e c c c
West North Central.eesecsosceosessoassd —1€ -21 -9 13 €66 c c ¢ c ] c ]
South ABLANEAC. sseeesncovssnssnsossass] =RE ~11 ~14 [ 182 [ c c c c c e
PACATLC. seserneesnvavasarsncarassasessl =29 20 ~19 28 926 c c c c c c e

PP

(Continued on next pege)




WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY 'KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRA PHIC DIVISION Page 3

JUNE 1949
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS,
- Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales®
Percent change June 1949 sample |Percent change June 1949 sample ratios
Kind of business June ! June | 6 mos June June
and * | No. of | Reported No. of | Reported
geographic aivision 1949 | 1949 1949 1 #iris dollar 1949 1849 £irms dollar June | June | May
from | from | from-) oot | sales from | from | port- | velues | 1949| 1loas| o4
dune | May | 6 mos, | FUHOCE | 000) | June | May Tne | (ada 000)
1948 | 1949 1948b : 1948 } 1949
Lumber and building materials.............] ~1]| +4 od §9 $11,925 +6 -4 33 $10,089 | 121 | 124 134
¥iddle AtlantiC.eeseescrveensncencanaal + 3 + 5 Cigj 1R 2,754 ¢ ¢ c c ¢ [ [
East North Central.eseceeeeesiecensanas -11 + 8 = 12 1,337 +29 + 2 7 1,097 123 90 132
West North Central.eceevevssrnnsnnsess +36 +11 +23 8 2,108 1 [ c c ¢ ¢ e
South At1antiCeseseeeessennssenennnens -22 -4 ~16 8 1,179 - 8 -3 5 1,072 169 143 167
East South Central.s...eveviesss. ~18 -3 -20 4 671 c c [} c c c c
Hountain. oeseesssrasrosennenenns +11 +11 -7 4 2,024 c [ c c c [ c
Pacific.siisnennerescesnnnnsnnas =18 -4 ~17 10 1,643 -~ 4 ~10 8 1,642 139 138 151
Machinery equipment, supplies
(except electricalls.eeoeseeeansasss veesel =18 -7 -9 46 5,259 +14 + 2 32 9,847 221 174 1908
New Englandieeseseocenos sreenssae] =BS -7 ] 5 310 c c c c c [ c
Middle AtlantiC.usesseessresscsenesses -RE 0 -15 7 559 -3 -4 4 1,052 14 167 R21
Bast North Central.sseecvsesesescscens ~R6 +2 17 10 597 -2 -3 7 742 R03 184 188
PatdfiCisesnsennonsseeneensesrnnnncee] =33 «~30 -7 8 544 [ c c [ c [ c
HEbals, eeviianesssanenseennaseranesasanne -24 0 =11 22 4,732 +33 + 2 12 7,329 R37 141 224
Optical g00AS..vseessanerinarnssnsonancnnel = 7 + 1 + 7 11 261 + 3 -7 5 144 137 144 157
Paints and varnishes...vsveeveseecsnsssess] =2 + 5 -7 22 1,594 +10 +14 12 1,084 131 112 128
Yiddle Atlanbic.e.eecucncnnecrsonseses] <10 -8 -9 4 2104 [ ) e c c c ¢
East North Central;ce..... esas] =15 + .68 -12 8- 807 © c c c e [ [
- South Atlantic.seerveereneons vesese] #3 |  +20 -8 4 387 ¢ T -c . . c c c c
Plumbing and heating supplies....ee..s....] «18 + 2 ~14 54| 4,215 + 5| ‘g 31 4,362 187 152 207
New England.se.eeevossones ~18 +117 ~I7 [ 251 38 e e - c c ¢ c
iiddle Atlantic....eesess. Tl +11 =16 ki 1,020 +20. +3 . B 852 198 159 245
East North Central..iieieieicivesianese] <1671 + 1 ~11 13 | 1,045 -1 T~ 8 R & 1,818 178 154 194
West North Centraleseeesesesinseesoans ~13 +11 ~14 7 - 807 +18 517 . B 878 174 127 208
Refrigeration equipment, parts L : -
(commercial)..iveiviiiravisennnninnnnnnd] w8 414 ~10 23 1,190 0 +1 17 1,8447 208] 198 237
Middle Atlantic...e.... ceveres| =3 +13 -7 [) TR e e B c c c c
L P TS 1 + R -18 5 18kt e : c c c ¢ c
glcal, medical, equipment, supplies....| + 2 +§5 + 1 R4 2,904 +11. -3 18 . R,893 113 104 122
Middle At1antiC.eieeivveveernresoensesf * 5 +8 .0 5 208 [ ) c c ¢ c ¢
Bast North Contralieeeeeeseessoncenere] + 3 + 5 + 8 7 2,137 c ¢ [ c c c c
BOBr e tee e iaeniient it iereensiiasennenens] +13 +1] +#11 41, 3,009 +9 + 6 R9 649 26 28 27
iiddle AtlantiC.ssesssseenncsncsonanes]  +53 +23 +29 ] 570 ¢ c c e c [ c
East North Centraleiicseceeesessseeees] =10 +18 -7 10 426 ¢ c c c [ c [3
West North Central..... «o] +19 + 6 +20 8 1,115 c c c -] c e c
South Atlantic..iceeserensenescseseassl +15 + 8 +8 5 424 [ c c [ [ c c
Pacd i, iiiiiniesriscestenenneneceens =8 + 6 + 2 5 328 c [ [ c 4 ¢ c
Chemicals, 1ndustrialeseevesescsessnnssens -8 + 4 ~20 12 223 ~14 o] 9 458 82 49 63
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)...] - 3 + B -11 22 2,134 ~26 +24 12 956 200 268 136
Middle Atlantitesessssceesverssannsane =4 + 7 «10 9 1,788 c ) c [ c ) c
East North Centraliseceeceeserecseness| =12 13 -6 5 127 c ¢ c c c c e
008t s tenenintaetectrntsennsncncessnennans ~34 ~13 -12 8 2,682 c c [ [ [ [ c
ConfectiONerY e eesscanosscsrinnnerenninens] = 2 0 -1 43 1,818 + 3 22 19 914 97 94 25
Middle ALIantic..secesiesesnanecsnoans]| = B -5 -4 T 471 ) c e c c c c
South ALlantiC.cvessseenrerressescannes] =7 -6 -3 12 240 ¢ c [ 3 c ¢ c
East South Central...,. veecsss] =8 -1 -1 7 130 c c c c c e ¢
West South Central.,.. esresseces] =8 -8 +7 4 o 1ae c c [ [ ¢ [ [
Dairy and poultry produUetS.e.esseseoocevsss =14 +12 ~14 26 5,879 ~14 +17 16 2,555 52 52 49
Middle Atlantic..... cesseansss] =21 +16 ~R3 [ 2,925 c |- ¢ c [ ¢ ) c
East North Centraleiiscevseecnsassncnce =9 +18 -2 1 1,372 c c c [ [ [ ]
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)d.....| + 2 + 4 +1] 94 20,461 +2 ~1 63 21,078 180 157 161
Dry g0045.eivssnsicnaee carersctsciveress -28 -5 -R2 166 30,482 ~34 ~3 118 62,817 48 261 244
New Englandesveeeesesececsossosnsnnass] —18 -8 ~13 7 517 =30 ~12 7 853 185 195 172
Middle ALlantic. civeeeenernnrnrennnens -R5 -3 -R4 44 4,885 ~11 -9 5 6,693 2R3 173 244
Bast North Central.ii.iveeeunuensnnsosn| =22 -4 -19 12 1,613 =19 -4 11 3,508 R21 R17 221
West North Centraleseessoseoccensss “re ~27 -2 ~19 10 5,049 ~24 -1 9 11,342 227 R18 222
South AtlantiC.eeeeneseeveunrennnnses] =21 ~18 ~16 R4 ?,165 -27 w4 17 5,252 R84 310 243
East South Centrales.cvisiceseresnsnsss] 30 -18 -20 17 1,147 31 - 1] . 2,377 294 297 254
West South Centrale...veneseeeoess vees RO -7 ~19 15 1,379 ~34 -3 12 2,580 221 243 212
Mountain,ceereseiiaiivreriinesinneenes] ~16 -7 ~13 7 . 649 ~-15 +4 4 878 189 194 164
Pacific..,. seetatsistserevsenvena] =5 ] 0 -5 18 2,069 -13 -4 10 2,256 274 279 261
Farm supplies..eevennns®iiiiiiiiinninns] 18] -32 =10 18 3,309 32 + 2 9 839 68 83 59
Middle AtlantiCeseeciesssscsareacnnnes] = 6 + 7 =10 4 853 e e | . e ¢ [ < ¢
Bast North Centralee.cesceceussesnsnss] =11 =15 ~10 5 401 c c c ] c ¢ [
Fresh fruits and vegetableS..e.eeesesesecs + 1 + 9 -2 61 7,315 + 7 - 5] 35 846 24 21 R5
. -8 +25 -8 8 517 c - ¢ ¢ c c c [
+ 9 +25 -7 18 2,058 ¢ c c c c [ c
East North Central. +11 + 6 ~ 2 15 2,R28 c c c c c c [
South Atlantic..... eos| +18 ~10 +12 7 447 [ c ] c [4 [ [
D 2R & £ D 0 + 8 -1 4 R00 [ ¢ [ ¢ [ [ c

(Continued on next page)
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WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sales

Inventory, endwof-month (at cost)

Stock-sales @

Percent change June 1949 ratios
Kind of business - 8 e 1949 sanplo | Percent change | June 1949 sample
and une | June| 6 mos. June June
geographic division 1000 | loao| 1040 | Jorof | Reporbed | 5,9 | jge9 | Jo.of | Reported
frem| from from s dollar from from {irms dollar June| June Yay
June | May | & mos. report~ sales June May report- values 1949] 1948 1949 "
1oaa| 1940 1pagp| img | (edd 000} | jo.c | 1910 ing | {add 000)
Groceries, tobakesecseesevesnsicinanovsens] =1 + 9 0 539 487,790 -6 -3 334 $s7,311 | 117 124 132
Pon-affiliated full~line wholesalers®... + 2 + 8 + 1 303 43,025 -8 -5 178 35,815 117 132 133
-4 +16 -8 8 1,021 < c ] [ [ [ c
o +11 + 2 18 1,904 -11 -3 ‘8 1,230 105 119 122
East North Centralesassssesnes + 6 +9 + 5 49 8,441 +3 -4 21 8,430 138 142 156
Viest North Centralesssesessssess . +14 +13 +11 49 8,330 ~12 -9 37 6,808 28 128 Ja2
South At1antit....eseenvess ] ~8] +14 -6 57 5,944 ~10 -5 25 5,128| 108| 116 118
East South Central.... ~10| +2 12 29 2,768 ~19 -4 18 2,270 13| 122 118
West South Central. 0 + 4 -3 8 10,502 -8 -4 55 8,864 117 125 126
Mountain...eevveon. + 7 + 4 -2 ] 1,168 ~20 ~12 7 1,312 127 174 149
PacifiC.eeescercersncansea cesesaceanses *8 +14 +10 8 2,949 -4 +1 4 2,806 147 166 161
Voluntary—-group wholesalers.eescassssses ) + 8 - 2 180 27,837 =6 -4 28 19,341 117 114 131
New England...ceuesciceessssnnns ) 10 =37 ] 2,620 3] -8 3 986 114 109 130
Middle Atlantic.. ol +s8 -1 35 8,800 0 -4 18 2,857 20| 118 132
Zast North Central.... ~10] +9 -4 38 8,690 +2 0 51 7,999 120] 103 135
West North Central...... . J4 3 + 1 + 2 17 1,944 ~13 -8 17 2,134 110 131 117
South AtlantiC..eecescercvsrnenen -8 4+ 8 -3 10 1,611 -10 -5 6 047 107 114 126
Pacific,..................‘............ ~11 +5 -4 8 2,331 18 -5 7 1,861 104 108 e
Retailer—cooperative warehouseS...i.....) + 3 + 9 +11 19 6,555 + 1 0 11 5,370 123 127 130
tiddle Atlantic.seesecenasenas oo+ 3 +10 +11 [ 1,290 ] c c c c ¢ )
West North Centralisesievacseserossans + 7 + 7 +14 4 2,052 [ 1 L1 ¢ c [ c
Specialty lines wholesalers.s.veseesssss| =2 +17 ~ 3 87 10,375 -4 + 6 47 8,765 107 118 135
New Znglandaccicecsacss +11 +24 -6 7 166 ¢ < 3 [ c 3 3
Middle Atlantic..v.as.. [ +12 -6 20 3,405 -7 -8 10 1,754 103 116 130
East North Central.. +14 21 +la 11 743 + 1 -2 5 153 57 &2 87
South Atlantic...... -7 + 2 +1 21 1,057 -3 -2 10 644 g3 89 95
East South Central o] o + 5 5 219 [ ¢ ¢ [ [ [ e
Wountain, . ~10 -9 ~10 4 760 [-] c ¢ c e c c
PacifiCec,eereecncncnss -3 +31 -3 13 3,553 -3 +20 9 3,110 127 144 205
Leather and shoe fiNGIngs..cocvarserennens ~11 ~1 - 9 24 313 =10 0 11 779 388 392 72
Fiddle AL1antiC...ecesearsnossscrenaesf =39 + 4 0 7 51 c c c c c [ c
Zast North Central...es.. caens) =13 *+ 2 -7 4 €0 -] ¢ c c c I [
Vest Horth Centrals..... eres] =15 + 7 -8 4 45 e’ c c c [ e e
PacifiCisassnssnrarienssnerarsnacesses =12 -3 ~-13 5 1 c ¢ 3 c e ¢ [
Yegrs and meat productS.sscsseenevss ~9 ~10 =15 46 35,447 —48 -11 32 5,004 2 82 48
¥iddls Ablanticieeesass ~18 + 9 14 10 4,020 ~27 -1 10 1,511 a0 45 44
Zast, North "entral..... ~14 +10 14 12 8,981 -53 -9 10 2,252 45 96 50
-0 ~lz -2 4 3,080 c c [ [ c [ [
=12 + B ~1% 58 6,930 -3 0 29 5,817 155 147 173
New England.:eceecsvene ~13 + 8 <10 4 239 ¢ e [ [ e e o
idadle Atlantit..ceenan ~14 +15 ~17 18 1,664 -8 o] 10 1,034 109 il 120
~14 - R ~11 i) 3,111 ~1% -7 9 1,638 120 123 140
~15 +3 <12 4 253 ¢ < ¢ c [ ¢ c
=10 + 6 =12 7 527 [ [} ¢ [ [ c -]
 PacifiC.cesnsssirscircerocaniarecisons] =8 +RE -8 4 71i c ¢ c [ c c c
e g A .- =10 - 7] 25 355 ~14 + 8 24 457 54 58 45
Shoem and other foolwear..seevessseess 40 =12 +18 -11 29 18,824 +21 +13 13 14,029 R0¢ 138 173
New Englandeeseesssas s +5 ~25 4 326 [} c ) e [ c )
Middle Atlantic. 20 ~25 -5 7 5983 ¢ [ e é c c c
South Atlantic ~18 + 7 ~15 4 831 [ < c [ c [ [
Pacific.ceses =10 +1 22 ] 74 [ [ [ c c [ <]
Tobacco products. -2 + 4 -1 235 31,450 -4 -~ 2 127 11,225 57 57 60
New England... + 3 +10 + T 15 2,677 +11 -5 [ 182 35 31 41
Niddle Atlantic..iecesss -5 + R -4 54 11,928 -8 -4 36 6,145 68 67 68
East North Central... -1 +5 %1 417 5,535 +13 + 2 17 1,354 52 45 51
West North Central. ~g] +3 -3 33 3,346 11 -5 19 1,048 52 5% 61
+9 + B +3 15 R 447 +3 -2 13 926 38 41 42
-5 -5 -1 7 595 + 6 -+ 8 4 R90 76 B2 635
+ 3 + 4 + 5 26 2,231 ~10 o 12 801 49 52 49
+ 4 + 7 + 6 19 1,187 + 2 -2 13 282 81 87 70
Pacific. ., +1| +3 -2 15 1,514 +16 +5 7 397 49 48 50
Wines and distilled spiritsf......cccceeed| *+ & + 5 < 208 44,473 c ~4 163 45,447 141 c 153
New England.ec... -8 +6 [ 17 3,049 e -4 13 2,638 108 Te 133
Middle Atlantie.. +131 421 c 25 131,380 ¢ +10 20 8,752 122 ¢ 131
East North Central. + 4 -1 c 34 6,743 [ -4 R7 7,885 143 ] 144
West North Central. +15 +20 c 25 5,883 c -9 19 2,961 121 [ 153
South Atlantic...,. + 7 -1 c 28 4,491 c -3 25 5,322 136 c 131
East South Central.. ~21 -4 c 13 2,120 c =15 11 2,111 126 [ 142
West South Central.. -7 ~10 [ 29 4,951 c -7 23 8,980 205 c 198
Mountain.eeeeressees +9] +5 e 15 1,481 e ~12 10 1,386 120 c 189
PacifiC.civeveesoncccervonnnessveraans + 4 -7 c 22 4,995 1 ~12 15 5,402 148 [ 1892
Mi5CEL1loNEOUS nsnosssarssossssnsssssrsersdt =8 -4 -8 9 1,593 -9 -4 5 1,272 327 243 329

5 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at aost, by total sales (ineduding any direst shipmants and conaigrmenty Buat=
ness) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales,

Insuificient data to show separately.

o oo o

at the wholesale level.
States comprising
Hew England -
1iddle Atlantic - (N. J., M. Yo,

eographic divisions:

Pa.

Tneludes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends,

Information by geographic divisions o be published in June issue of "Irends in the Drug Trade.”
Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.
Based on reports submitted by wholesalers Jocated in

the so-called “license’ States which do not have State control or monopoly distribution

Corm, , Maine, Mass,, N.H., B.Te, Vt.)

Fast Lorth Central = (I1l., Ind., Mich., Chio, Yis.)
West Tiorth Central ~ (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Lo., Hebr.,

M. Dak,, 8. Dak.)

South Atlantic - (Del., D.C., Fla,, Ca., Kd., [.Cs, 5.C., Vao, W, Va,)
Fast South Central -~ {4la., Ky., liss,, Yemn,)

Viest South ... *ral - (Ark., la., Okla,, Tex.)

Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Lont., Hev., N. Mex., Utah, Yyo.)

Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., .ash.)
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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential re-
ports submitted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 3,422 wholesale
houses in various lines of trade.

1
SALES

“July sales lagged 8 percent behind those reported for the previous month and dropped 13
percent below the sales level established for the same month a year ago. Cumulative sales for
the first seven months of this year are 8 percent below the corresponding period of 1948,

With but few exceptions, all trades covered by this report indicate lower dollar sales lev-
els compared with the same month a year ago and with June 1949,

INVENTORIES

According to reports submitted by 2,406 firms reporting inventory in conjunction with
sales, July inventories (valued at cost) declined 3 percent below the previous month’s level, but
represent little or no change compared with stocks on hand July 1948, The stock-sales ratio of
163 for July, however, is 22 points above the 141 recorded for the same month a year ago,

RETAIL TRADE

July sales of independent retail stores, as shown in the Bureau’s MONTHLY RETAIL
TRADE REPORT, recorded a 15 percent drop below the previous month and 7 percent below July
1948, Cumulatwe sales for the first seven months of 1949 are 2 percent below the correspond-
ing period a year ago. :

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES”

(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only)
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*BASED ON REPORTS COMPILED FROM THIS SURVEY

DATA N THiS REPORT ARE NOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH NOR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE _FLUCTUATIONS-
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Page & JULY 1849
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-salss®
Percent changs July 1949 panel Percent change| July 1949 panel ratios
Kind of businass July | July | 7 mos. | No. of July July No, of
and 1040 | 1949 | 1040 | estab- [ ROPELEd | 55 [ 1gsg | esten- | RePwted
goographic division from | from from |1 dollar from Trom [ dollar July | July | June
July | June | 7 mos. |report-| oeles July | June | report] values | 1948 | 1945 | 1949
1945 | Joso | 148 b | dng. | (2dd000) | g% | g ing | {add 000) ’
United StatesScsscocciocsvcnscacsscosst =13 -8 -8 3,422| $540,965 1] -3 2,406 | $667,120 163 141 157
~-18 -1 ~10 217 22,752 +8 -5 145 26,491 170 128 154
~18 -12 -8 661 94,124 *10 -5 422 92,883 137 109 126
=14 -9 -8 634 86,041 [} -4 444 118,857 147 127 141
-14 =13 ~B 386 78,512 -3 -3 310 118,758 188 165 166
-8 -3 ~5 425 51,810 +8 -5 02 84, 507 155 31 156
East South Centralesesecesss =11 -4 ~2f 178 22,110 =1 [¢] 122 24,450 143 154 138
West South Cenbtraleseesvesscorass -10 -5 -4 306 46,123 - +13 -5 2% 81,781 185 131 166
o .o -12 w4 ~7 158 18,342 +1 -5 115 21,620 153 136 159
acifiCeseecasaaas “re ~18 =12 -9 388 63,897 +3 -3 62 94,008 1g9 186 181
Mntomotive SupplieSeecesessnrassoccrsonace i_s ~1 ..;]% a7 10,72%7 [y -3 151 16,973 248 214 255
=3 -, 7 3 ) ] c 3 3 c )
~18 ~5 ~12 38 89l -3 ~2 33 1,605 230 194 221
East North Centralsi.ssesscrens ~18 -2 ~16 47 2,088 -5 -4 36 5:761 208 18R R4
gest N:rth Central...c.oess -8 +6 -8 335 2,924 +4 o 29 5,074 265 245 R85
outh Atlantice.es.. vesene ] =B -4 -14 1 673 -5 *1 k] 878 284 31 256
West South Central. cees] =38 -5 -23 15 670 =17 =12 10 1,212 209 183 27
goum coresesus .| =15 -3 -10 18 812 =19 -5 7 475 251 265 R58
BCAE S e senenensretsncssasrnne % T N et -12 45 2,440 -8 -2 2 3,418 | 303 | =266 304
Electrical group, tobalescessoccocarsersas] =12 -8 -5 618 102,287 ~R ~11 541 148,405 147 133 152
Full-line wholesalersesesesssionaeersees| =11 ~7 ] 301 84,241 -5 -1l 380 122,698 148 135 1s5
I{ew Englandeeess. ~18 ~15 -7 B2 4,706 -7 -3 31 7,780 72 151 160
Middle Atlanticess.... o) =18 =-18 -2 48 11,297 +2 -1 48 17,833 158 130 151
East North Central.ecs»ess cne -15 -5 -8 % 19,855 +1 ~10 74 29,497 152 128 164
West Horth Centralecsessssvsvese -8 -7 -4 39 9,851 ~10 -i5 39 11,493 124 ire 138
Boat, South Cenbra. w1 oal 3 B TRl | H| A Dme || 1|
st Soul entral.. . +* - - 3 07 5
West South Central. o] - +3 3 9,294 5] -8 4z | a1z | e | Lo | 1
l;ountadn . k) 0 -9 28 5,231 -6 -9 27 5,068 159 147 176
BCiLiCecarconnnncocnans eevanerrataen ~21 ~15 -13 43 10,328 -7 ~11 42 19,385 188 180 178
Wiring supplies, construction
materials distribubors.esscececsosersses | <28 -8 ~15 127 5,688 -5 -5 87 7,074 163 121 158
New England....:. ] B =14 i3 305 +3 -2 5 159 T35
HMiddle Atlantic.. .| =18 =9 -5 33 1,156 =2 -5 R 1,457 176 147 181
East North Central.. «| =25 -3 -18 31 1,449 ~11 ~3 24 2,009 168 143 168
West North Central. I B ¥ ~15 -5 6 515 +7 -11 4 487 146 122 162
South Atlanticescoss o} =43 ~5 ~R5 20 1,%22 ~8 -8 14 1,385 133 8 135
est South Central.... «§ ~R6 -10 -9 9 539 +15 -5 7 ’728 158 101 183
PacifiCsesesesrecosensianras . ~37 =16 «25 9 237 ~17 +4 8 558 241 183 185
Appliences and speclalties * .
WholesalerS.ceesssrsarrecsonasrasvansese ] -10 -5 100 12,310 +5 =10 74 13,638 1322 118 131
Middle Atlanticeeseces o =12 -13 ~d 3 ?,9%8 +15 -1l 14 3,236 148 105 149
last North Central.. .o -5 ~20 -2 17 1,480 +3 +2 9 1,508 132 123 92
Wiest. North Central . -4 ~4 =7 1 813 +7 ~4 9 1,081 "} 181 132 147
South Atlanticeecoeess .e (o] -4 =7 17 2,732 +1 ~20 15 2,450 104 103 124
West South Centralecssee . -4 -5 -1 7 859 =7 -2 5 1,751 217 221 R08
Hountaifieeeoressnnonanes B B ] -1 -27 8 813 +2 -1 8 1,28C 159 111 143
PacifiCecescsnecrssarasrosnrasnaces . =21 w16 -9 7 895 +15 ~12 8 1,379 17 114 161
Furniture and house furnishings..... ~27 ~31 -12 59 7,896 +27 +1 42 18,285 288 160 185
iddle AtlantiC.sivecscacesosess ~17 -18 -7 13 1,412 c c [ c [ [ c
East Worth Central.. I - - -6 Z 587 ) ) T ) c B T
South AtlantiC.seeeeveescaiaroscreasss | =86 =37 o 5 4R7 < c ¢ e < [ e
West South Centralice.ssces-- ~12 -8 -5 4 565 e [ ° ¢ © c c
Hountaifeeesresoasoras T ~32 ~13 4 186 [ c [ L] c c L]
PACifiCerssssesarsacorssrarnanssracess | =59 <15 -0 8 41 e c ) c [ c -]
Hoardware.resesoovasvas .1 =20 =13 - =14 133 37,308 ~2 -1 100 84,662 R75 224 259
New England.... = -31 ~16 4 567 +8 = & 1,7 330
Middle Atlantic e + =21 22 ~10 R4 4,456 +1 +1 17 8,801 251 200 188
East North Centralesseesees 1 =18 -2 -18 17 6,595 -6 4 16 15,958 251 218 232
West Horth Cenbral.....ec.ce .l R0 =14 -14 17 9,444 o -4 17 24,889 §g§ gg ggg
South Atlantic.ssvsscacsoes I 7 -3 ~9 22 3,490 +8 +2 18 7,787
Fast South ContraLessseesess IS I R -13 n 2,679 +8 I 4 20175 | 219 | a9 | 2
West South Central.ssereesss it ~13 ~12 13 3,474 -7 -2 7 5,088 265 252 244
lountain. . sarases .| ~24 ~12 -1 10 1,958 +12 +1 4 2,107 321 44 387
PacifiC.ssaeers +] -85 =18 -19 15 4,842 -7 +4 13 16,187 357 285 275
Industrial supplies. ] ~12 =12 71 8,777 +1 -5 46 17,611 269 213 68
Wow Englande-«o-- T =6 T s =) = 5 TBET T BT T
Middle Atlantic... .| ~38 ~28 ~18 18 962 =13 -5 10 1,65.3 ggg i:i :g%
East North Central.. ] =29 =13 =12 10 757 +3 -1 6 )
West North Central.. seree ) o=19 =19 -14 9 682 c c [ c c [ [
South Atlantic.... -32 -17 -18 8 519 +3 +3 7 1,431 k78 2,84 223
West South Centr: ~R4 ~9 -3 8 3,164 -1 :g 5 462.323 §55 ;;g ggg
Pacificescoersnens -13 +1 -14 9 1,858 +10 7 708 2 o
JeWelryes-nesenae 34 ~27 ~19 155 3,154 =~14. 0 8 10,522 461 358 342
Few Jand. . -7 34 ~21 6 210 c ¢ c ¢ < ] [
Liid.dﬁglltlantic. caane eeveenr | =42 -39 ~24 44 542 -16 ~1 16 2,58 878 442 381
East Worth Central... veonsee]| =36 ~26 ~18 43 921 =21 +2 22 2,970 430 852 .5_21
i G .. reeasess | =B3R ~27 =12 17 5684 0 -1 12 2,11 448 313 364
fost, Narth Gentral. 18 20 34 788 15 0 19 2,704 395 %48 327
Pacific.... vees | =25 ., - - X
Lumber and building materials. . ~25 =18 -8 82 10,050 +2 -4 33 9,641 140 111 120
Middle AtlanbiCeseveessorece ~2L 21 +7 13 R,251 < e c c c ¢ ¢
East North Central.. ~26 ~16 ~18 13 1,227 +28 -4 8 1,097 1358 84 114
West North Central. 27 -24 +13 6 1,803 c c c ¢ [ c 3
South AtlanticGe.,.. -31 ~11 ~18 8 1,046 ~4 [+] 5 1,072 191 142 168
East South Centrale.... ~36 ~28 -3 4 479 ] c c ] c c <
Mountainescsessrssoesen ~13 =17 -7 4 1,881 [ c c [ c c e
PRCifiCesecvoaraserseosssosssnnsarsees | —28 -12 ~18 13 1,585 -7 -1 8 1,623 159 131 139

ypiad
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

JULY 1048 Page 3
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAFHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
: Salss Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales®
Parcent change July 1948 panel | Percent chaige| July 1949 panel ratios
Kind of b:einaa! July ! July |7 mos. | Ne. of uprm July July | No. of Reported
an 1949 | 1848 | 1949 a8 1949 1949 | eshab~ dollar sy | sty | June
geographic division from | from | from Jlsh °m°‘1m’ from | from [Mehments 2300 lom | 1088 | 1020
July | June | 7 mos. |report- tacd 000} July Juns | report- (add 600)
. 1948 | 1940 | 1948 b’} ing 1948 1949 ing
Machinery equipment, suppliea . R .

(exocept_elsctrical). “7| <100 0] ;| gsase| ] & se| .goom! 228| 179) 20
New England..... 70 25 5 283 c ) [ ¢ e ) [}
Middle AtlantiGesssecosces ~39 ~19 ~-18 7 481 -8 -4 4 876 %2 160 196
Eagt North Centraleseves.. -3 -18 ~18 13 770 -5 -1 o 1,190 188 8% 188
South Atlantidsesesss -28 -32 -20 5 158 c ¢ ] e c c ¢
Pacifiteccsvasesnensossasncnsersennnens] 351 ~12 -28 10 587 +17 -1 7 1,812 487 279 415

HotalBeserssessscsinsioncnvionsasssosanean] «B3 ~18 -14 25 4,878 +28 -2 17 11,369 242 136 207
Optical goO0US.seasesocassosesarscssansasas| =3 =11 +5 1 241 ~12 =10 £ 130 | 129 147 137
Paints and varnishes ~12 = =8 $4 5,470 =10 +] 44 13,655 | 283 281 281
Middle Atlantice..... ~25 -25 <12 4 78 c [ c c a c )
East Horth Central... -14 -12 -12 6 537 [ c [ c c [ c
South AtlantiCecivsverrcstancancosonne -1 ] =17 -7 4 828 < < [ [ < [ °
Plumbing and heating suppliesececeessscecaf =18 =7 =14 55 8,792 +8 -5 28 3,632 185 1.58 186
New Englan d..................-..... eel =14 +7 =17 7 273 ¢ ¢ < [ c c c
~2% «10 =17 18 1,242 5 -9 7 746 153 130 Bl
+4 +9 -8 10 612 +20 -3 ? 89l [ 180 169 221
West North Centralesscvevecescacsscnas -4 -5 -13 8 805 +12 -2 6 895 178 148 17
Refrigeration equipment, parts
-9 -3 =10 31 1,472 -3 +7 24 2,648 228 216 208
=T 3 =) [ 302 [ ) e c ) ] [
+10 +3 +2 1] 367 o +37 5 761 219 R43 1835
-8 +5 -8 5 245 +7 +5 5 484 198 168 197
PacifiGescssssreseccrcassasncnsionarse] <20 =10 ~18 9 241 10 -1 8 589 256 232 232
Surgical, medical, eguipment, supplies.... +4 i +1 30 3,288 +6 +1 21 3,787 138 137 151
Uiddle AtlenbiCessecesacicesssoncernas +2 =11 -2 7 302 c [ ¢ e c c c
East North Centrelecessesseseceacsnnns +8 -5 +6 8 2,128 +4 +1 7 2,242 1313 118 102
BBOrescecsstsnotncnansocreoorsssssensasens +9 +3 +10 40 3,572 +10 +1 32 1,263 39 40 40
Kiddle Atlantic.... 17 T +25 g 5% 20 +7 [ 89 18 1 15
East North Central... =11 -1 -7 10 568 -1 -8 9 145 R7 24 27
West North Central. +17 -1 +20 8 1,154 +25 -6 ] 134 12 12 13
South Atlantic.. +21 +18 +8 8 871 +9 +1 5 721 88 102 108
Pacificeeivecnveas -8 -8 [s] 5 303 c c [ ° c c ]
Chemicals, industrial.... R4 =15 ~21 14 807 -8 +1 8 239 162 127 143
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)...| 43 -4 -2l 24 219 ~19 +11 13 1,158 194 219 213
liiddle Atlanticeceseesssacrssverraoncs] =54 +] 23 9 584 [) ¢ < B c c c
-28 ~24 -26 5 96 c c c [ ¢ c ¢
-26 -26 =21 4 37 ] c [ [ e c <
~50 =25 =22 10 2,830 8 10 8 8,858 446 148 207
~7 ~5 -2 45 ,611 <16 +8 24 1,103 106 82 93
=10 ~7 wd 7 445 [ £ ) c ¢ [ c
-5 ~4 +1% 4 328 ¢ ¢ [ © c T ]
~12 ~-11 - 12 214 [ c c c c [ [
-5 +8 -1 7 103 ¢ [ © e < ¢ [
West South Centraleveeessisvrenecnsses] +14 +13 +8 4 128 [ (] [ c [ [ <
Dairy and poultry productSscessssseesescos =22| =10 ~15 28 6,240 -15 +3 17 2,696 54 52 50
Xiddle AtlantiCecsseecsssarse = -11 <5 7 2,815 c c c c [ [ ¢
Eagt Horth Centraleseeessescrsvossresd =21 =15 -5 12 1,381 [ c c [ [ ] T
Drugs and sundries {liquor excluded)i\. . -3 - 1 188 40,876 +1 +2 130 58,829 184 i78 174
Hew Englandeessssessoscsssss 32 % 7 “T1 1,557 35 5 o) 2,721 187 168 | 166
Middle Atlantice...es ~2 -5 -l R4 7,882 +3 +2 17 8,22 ise 154 155
East North Central. -2 -5 +1 4 8,505 ~1 +2 1& 7,700 158 154 145
West North Central...... veens ~5 ~8 +1 15 4,500 +6 +3 14 1,124 181 187 162
South AtlantiC.seesssess -1 2 +2 27 4,716 +2 +1 1z 8,545 199 199 208
-3 +3 -, i7 3,087 -3 <L 13 4,807 184 187 188
-2 ~5 +4 Ri 4,645 +4 +3 15 8,114 218 208 206
=1 - ] 1 1,868 +2 0 -G 3,588 204 197 199
-8 -3 -2 18 5,268 -5 +1 15 10,137 196 190 176
~31 -3 -23 167 29,628 =53 4] 124 65,899 261 261 259
T2 -15 [ SO 27 +5 [} 785 227 24 148
~2% -13 -24 45 3,380 -23 +1 7 5,556 202 260 276
Fagt Horth Centralesssccsvons w33 ~16 ~21 1z 1,615 ~21 <1 13 4,117 256 215 R15
West Horth Central. -1l ~21 EES 4,512 ~B3 -7 10 10,574 237 254 227
South Atlantice.... ~8 -20 2% 1,028 ~28 +5 17 5,429 3RS 244 RES
East South Central. +2 -R2 19 1,207 -33 +7 R 2,730 292 74 R78
West South Central... -8 ~21 14 1,154 | ~52 +35 12 2,253 7 21 R04
Yountain. -3 ~14 7 631 =15 +9 5 1,039 09 08 184
Paeific... -5 -8 17 3,214 *9 0 10 6,968 £59 285 412
Farm supplies... ~18 ~10 15 2,001 ~14 +7 10 744 72 71 65
Fresh fruits and vegetables see ~20 ~d 89 7,122 +1 ~5 43 1,055 24 21 22
New knglandea.. -lé ~13 il 666 +8 -7 9 40 11 E] 0
lkiddle Atlantic. ~14 g 17 1,806 +18 =11 hiv} 154 23 16 20
East North Central- sens -34 -2 17 1,818 +12 +26 10 344 40 2 32
South Atlanticesesas. -25 +11 6 R9L ¢ c ¢ ‘e c c e
East South Central. -4 -5 [} 274 ] [ ¢ c e [3 <
PacifiC.savsorecssernaones ~8 -1 6 1,082 +4 427 . 4 a3 3 10 9
Groceries, tobalesiiesressasorcecooconcnran -8 ~10 -~ 97 97,702 -8 0 888 89,6897 134 133 120

Mon-affiliated full-line wholesalers -3 -12 [s] 342 47,211 52| +1 214 47,283 138 136 117
New Englandecevesecssesoossseseasssoes] =il =7 7 [ 1,558 T K c o 8 © ¢
Middle AtlantiCescssess -5 -18 +2 %3 3,510 -8 +4 5,214 1ne 137 85
Eagt North Centrale.... -5 ~14 +3 55 7,659 +1 +4 27 8,708 188 157 139
West North Central... ~2 ] -8 +11 56 9,388 -5 0 44 12,448 155 157 108
South Atlanticsesss -10 -2 -7 & 6,488 -10 -5 30 5,958 107 ple) 107
East South Centrale.... -17 -5 ~12 80 2,780 =16 -3 20 2,839 181 128 127
West South Centraleecs.s.s -8 -2 -3 88 9,898 -2 +7 84 9,571 132 124 128
Mountaineesseesaosesnsnans =10 +5 ~3 1 1,560 -25 ~10 8 1,381 11s 139 128
PacifiCiecirsesvoersoansss ~11 -11 +7 15 4,792 «18 -8 5 2,814 123 1il9 119

Spfad
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WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND.INVEMORES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
Page 4 JULY 1849

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE COF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sales b ¢ vy, end~of-n th {at cost) Stock~gales &
Percent change July 1949 panel | Percent change | July 1949 ration
Kind of business —= 4 penel
and . T;ig i;:g 7 1;0;. No, of Reported July July No. of R tod
1949 | estab- 1949 | 1949 | estab.| NOPOTES
geographic diviaion from | from trom |iishments ::it:r frem fron |iisn doilar Juy | Juy | June
July | June | 7 mos. | report- Tul; June |report-| , Varues 1949 1948 1948
1945 | 1929 | 10885 | amg | feda000) | J¥ 9058 | | (aqd oo0)

Voluntary-group wholesalerS.ieesscesea - ~! = :
e B BN B M e B e
Middle AtlentiCesecsces csssesnenen -14 -11 -3 35 '1:863 -8 0 ;D 8 585 1;..'7 124 1
Bast North Uenbral... sraveres -12 T -9 -4 39 9,015 -1 -1 82 8, 626 119 106 s
West North Central.s... +1 4 +1 +2 24 5,654 -17 -3 24 10.098 9 2?.9 iég
South Atlentic...... IR R -5 10 - ’

PaCATicseserenerers @ Al R ®| woa| | | 8| ses| | 7| 100
»

Retailer-cooperative warehouses.esssen +2 -7 +10 23 9,290 =1 *1 S
Niddlo ALIANGACe.seeseseos O [ FIT 7 1,966 3 3 —gt Tl -
West North Central.. +3 -7 +12 4 1,892 e | [ [ ] c . .
South At1antit..ecessressronsonsscace ~10 ~17 -5 4 927 [ ° c ’ e e g g

Specialty lines wholesglerS...cecevinn ~12 ~16 -3 93 7,148 «1 -2 53 4,655 128 123 1+ ‘108

=17 | -16 <10 7 176 ) [ © c e | et ¢
-8 =22 -6 20 2,588 +8 -4 10 1,683 143 126 1038
-15 ~27 +9 12 528 -F -8 3. ] 191 70 62 55
::; -1: +g zg 1, i';g -8 -5 14 1,090 | 10| 185 | 123
- ) [ .
Vest South Contral.cescscevessanscen «15 -9 -5 4 283 e 1 z :: 2 : .
PacifiCosnsvsssossroscanssnsssacsven -24 -8 -3 14 1,563 ~1 +5 10 897 164 168 1§5
feather end shos findings.. seen -27 -16 ~12 32 442 +3 +1 16' 13
¥Hiddle Atlanbic....e. ereseeenes =15 -15 -2 8 50 e ¢ e L c4 421 a‘:s 356
Tagt North Centrel..... evesaran -23 =7 =10 7 88 [ ] c c [ < L]
West North Central esersssnen -14 ~10 ~10 6 71 ¢ [} e [ c c e
Pacific..ccavercne cessrensvena ~35 =21 ~16 ] 185 c ] ] [ ] [ [
Meats and meat produciSissssvesassnvanen -9 -4 -l 48 35,007 ~47 -2 32 5,646 87 59 35
Middle AtlentiCeesraveivncscnnsencsn -14 ~5 14 10 3,807 -33 =15 10 1,866 36 47 40
East North Central. -1l -4 =14 13 B,768 -58 +5 12 2,807 84 72 31
PacifiCerenssovencsrsctcesscnsevenns «25 -8 b £ 2,593 el e e » ¢ c’ [ c
Papeor and 168 productBeecesescsnvsncsosn 12 ~30 ~38 59 6,358 -5 =1 34 6,574 166 146 149
New Englandsececessnsscvrsn ~14 -3 ~1l 4 238 [ ¢ : © [ c e e
¥iddle AtlantiC.evencassess -16 -15 -17 15 1,285 =14 -4 10 1,002 129 124 110
Eagt North Gantl"al. sevrsrecen =12 ~15 ~11 19 2,889 -9 0 12 2,570 148 130 117
West North Central. ~7 -2 <11 5 270 ] e [ c o e [
South Atlantic..... =17 ~14 ~13 7 454 c c [ c [ e c
PacifiCescsorscrcracsrsssnnvenne =10 +21 -7 5 925 c e e c [ @ ¢
Petruloflecoscessosssoscsascarasssnetocn =17 =10 -10 26 {1 . 2,5e8 . +7 +2 RS 3,039 118 92 105
Shoes end other fOOLVIEATieevrrvecscsssen +5 +25 ~9 27 23,316 +18 =10 18 2,777 101 99 211
New Englondeecscessessosose ~16 +12 -24 4 478 c [ c [ . e [ e
Middle AL1entiCessesvesesse -4 | 434 -5 5 488 ¢ c c c | e e ¢
Yiest North Centrale.e.ses ves +2 +14 -6 4 1,721 c ¢ ‘e 4 o c )
South AtlantiC.ceescsnss +4 +62 -13 4 1,898 ] [ c c c [ c
PaCLIfiCeccrcrnrorcrassracsccnnrnase -20 -21 -2 9 (205 4 [ ¢ ¢ e c [}
Tobaaeo productBesvaess -4 0 -1 274 37,088 -5 -9 152 12,454 51 51 58
Hew Buglondeesscass =5 =) [ 25, 8,002 +2 1] 3] A09 50 a7 43
¥iddle Atlantic.cecesnrsons 0 +9 -4 62 14,715 =13 =16 42 5,915 - 48 54 65
Fast North Central.cvecasss «5 ~3 0 51 6,183 +22 +1 21 1,571 57 44 54
Viest North Central. ., -6 -5 ~4 41 3,902 -4 -2 25 1,580 87 54 55
South Atlenticiscssess -2 =11 +2 17 2,401 -2 +5 15 1,079 45 42 38
East South Central.. I +1 +10 ~1 10 922 -3 -1 4 411 56 57 64
West South CentrTel..esses ess +3 -5 +5 29 1,944 -8 -2 9 267 49 52 47
MountaiDeesornenscenssosase +4 -8 +6 18 1,143 +13 0 18 483 78 63 87
PociflCecceescsorsorovssrscssonreces ~7 -i2 -2 23 2,876 -13 -13 12 739 51 538 57
Wines and spirit8fis.cecvevrcsccsrcncencs -7 -16 o 196 36,717 ] =1 160 _ 46,858 165 [ 136
+4 -7 [ 14 2,326 [ +4 13 2,681 134 [ 117
Middle AbtlentiCe.ess -9 -2 [] 21 8,088 [ +3 17 10,379 179 [} 129
East North Central.... ~6 ~11 e 83 5,726 e -19 27 5,190 116 c 128
Viest North Central.. ~11 ~27 e 18 2,120 c +2 14 2,090 120 c 87
South Atlantic... +11 _+2 e 28 5,378 c +14 25 7,168 152 o 132
Eagt South Centra -17 -17 ¢ 12 1,838 ] +6 11 2,605 153 3 125
Yest Sonth Central sasessessesse =14 -3 [ a5 4,415 ] =6 21 ‘8,236 197 c 207
Hountaineeossneone essaseveses -12 -12 ] 1 1,054 ] ~12 8 774 99 [ 99
PacifiCecosnnss sessesnescsrasenss -10 =13 e 84 5,780 ] =1 2.3 ?,740 162 e 141
MincellaneotS.cecessvessssecresssssansar -18 +9 =10 11 2,058 -17 1 - =4 7 2,087 350 222 307

o

Stockeseles ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by totel sales {(including eny direct shipments and consignmen® busi-
neas) for.an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales.

Includes reports raceived too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

Insufficient data to show separately.

Mot affiliated with voluntary or cocperative groups. .

Pased on reports submitted by wholesalers logated in the so-celled "license" States which do not have State control or monopoly distribution
&t the wholesale level,

- -

States comprising geographic diviasicns:

Wew Englond = (Conn., Maine, ¥ass., N.H., R.I., Tt.) South Atlantie - (Del., D. C., Fld., Ga., ¥d., N.C., S.C., Va., W. Va.}

Middle Atlantic = (N, J., N Yo, Pa.) East South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)

Fust North Central - {I1l., Ind., Mich,, Ohio, Wis.) Mest South Central - (Ark., Ia., Okla,, Tex.)

West North Central - (Iowa, Kens., Minn,, Me., Nebr., . Mountain « {Ariz., Solo., Idaho, Koat., Nev., N, Mexico., Utah, Wyo.)
N. Dek., S. Dek.) Pacific - (Calif,, Oreg., Wash.) ’

o n
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UNITED STATES SUMMARY.GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
AUGUST 1949

Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential re-
ports submitted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 3,419 wholeszle
houses in various lines of trade.

SALES

Wholesale dollar sales for the month of August were 12 percent above the sales level re-
ported for the previous month, While this increase follows the usual seasonal trend, it is sub-
stantially greater than would normally be expected, However, compared with August a year ago,
a drop of 8 percent i indicated. With but few exceptions, all trades covered by this report regis-
tered material increases in dollar sales volume compared with the previous month, but, in gen-
eral, are still below the sales levels established in August 1948,

Cumulative -sales for the first eight months of this year were 8 percent below the corre-
sponding period in 1948, ‘
INVENTORIES :

August inventories, valued at cost, declined 2 percent below the previous manth’s level
and 7 percent lower than the dollar value of stocks on hand in August 1948, according to reports
submitted by 2,477 {irms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales. The stock-sales ratio

of 147 for August was 20 points below the previous month but indicated a 2-point gain above the
145 recorded for the same month a year ago.
RETAIL TRADE

August sales of independent retail stores, as presented in the Bureau’s Monthly Retail
Trade Report, recorded a 10 percent increase above the previous month but declined 2 percent

below August 1948. Cumulative sales for the first eight months of 1949 are 2 percent below the
corresponding period a year ago. '

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES*

(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only)

INDEX 1939 MONTHLY AVERAGE = 100 INDEX
400 400

SALES - MONTHLY AVERAGE

SALES
INVENTORY ~ YEAR-END

300

—_ R 300

on :
XY Y
PAE 2 4

INVENTORIES
200

200

100 |~

100

SR IS S T W A S A I B A T AT IS A A A A 0
1948 JFMAMIJASONDIFMAMJIIJASOND

1948 1949

1980 1941 19U 1943 1944 1946 1946 1947

“BASED ON REPORTS COMPILED FROM THIS SURVEY

DATA 1IN THIS REPORT ARE HOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN Tht MONTH woR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE FLUCTUAT 1ONS.



WHOLESALERS SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
Page 2 - AUGUST 1949 .

(DATA ARE. SHCWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Seles Invengory, end-of-month (at cost) Stook-sales®
Kiug of bualness Porcent change August 1949 penel | Porcest chengo | August 1949 panel ratios
and Angust|August | 8 mos. { No. of ust st
geographic divisian oto | 1545 | 1045 | sstan. | Rovortea |ANEASE | Asgust | Mo of | poportea
tron | from | fron |lsmemsl 012 | rren | frem | dollar | August|august| Fuly
August| July | 8 mos. | zeport= | ¢ 230o0, | August | July | reporte values 1949 | 3948 | 1949
1948 | 1949 {1948 b} ing o 1948 | 1949 ing | {add 000}
United States.. -8 +13 -8 8,419 $620,257 ~7 -2 2,477 $736,961 147 145 167
Now Foglend..o.,e -3 - -
iidale Atlontic o 3 G0 | 1ia0e 3 2 9| asam| lal| 19 160
East Horth Oentxel. -7 +11 -8 633 106 : 853 -5 -3 456 113 :3'79 ise ig(s) i:;
glea:hﬂxﬂ‘.h genﬁml. ouresn -7 +l4 -5 886 84,500 -B -2 801 118,908 159 155 186
Ku:t so‘tml:n 104avvonas -8 +9 -2 455 62,757 -6 -3 835 70,847 140 ise 156
ast.. Central.... -1l 4138 ~9 186 26,311 -8 +3 133 27,344 i3z 129 143
g;:::th sCentral. . -g ;: —g 288 46,737 -6 n 207 56,693 160 157 1638
seee *, - 156 282,851 -3 -2 19 28,330 138¢ 199 1585
Pacific... =12 *17 -9 866 9G,086 -3 -2 245 94:92’1 pxid 154 189
Automotive supplies..... =12 *l4 «ll 226 17,344 -3 -3 - 143 14,533 228 is4 249
=30 +20 -l4 2 kg ~11 -5 4 380 198 166 186
=12 +11 ~12 83 1,148 -3 -1 35 2,298 215 194 243
-i’; + l.g‘_ -ig 53 2,939 -4 -1 41 3,588 214 166 228
- + - 31 38,957 418 -2 12 2,081 2751 181 303
4| el -8 19 2,903 +9 -2 12 1oz | 18| 1ev | za9
x:::: ﬁ\;ﬂl Sentral -19 02'; =-2) iz 1,242 =15 Q 8 1,290 130 7o 217
e - 2§ o+ -8 8 2,208 =3 27 7 576 | 166 | 155 239
Pacific.. e -20 | 2 -13 45 2,430 | -1 -3 24 s,188 | =07 | 242 | =04
: 1 , 29
Electricel. group, total -8 +5 -6 818 108,808 =20 -9 544 186,292 128, 130 148
Fﬁ%:;lé;‘m: wholesalerSee. . . -: :g -s agé 88,489 ~10 =10 889 312,439 128 131 1a7
. £F>1: 7, D s +, - 2 4,813 -17 =13 8z 6,925 jad 162 178
Uiddle Asluntic... -8 5 ~2 47 31,889 -4 -1 46 15 : 779 184 127 158
East Forth Ceatral. . -? L] ~B 78 21,156 ~G -9 7% 27,246 131 128 152
g:::thm ;::nf-ral. -:I’ +4 -4 0 10,400 -28 ~13 40 10,5138 0L 120 121
3 Copsraae . - +*2 -3 57 11,454 =31 ~3 i 14,088 a7 188 142
East South Central. . -9 -8 -2 25 4,664 ~5 -8 24 4.z 829 135 102 102
:‘:Et S::th «Central . -5 =11 +2 43 8,288 -7 -8 43 1G,309 124 126 121
jountainsceavare an -7 +5 -3 28 3,432 =13 -8 8 4,695 137 148 158
PaolfiCeassrecrrasroervogencne -i8 +8 ~14 48 12,872 -14 -1l 45 18,094 1av 140 179
Wiring suppliea, conatrustion :
naterials AigtributorB.ceecesscocesese] <18 | ° ¢7 =15 124 5,584 -7 <1 82 5,68% 152 137 173
New. Brglandesscsesessscevens -27 +2 =16 13 403 +3 +2 5 241 180 1s2 199
Middle Atlentic.... =15 412 -8 25 1,071 -3 D) 24 1,490 79 156 203
East. North Central. ~28 +10 ~-19 2% 1,338 -2 -2 23 1,799 152 132 169
West Nerth Central... -12 -3 -5 9 999 -1 0o 7 927 134 124 159
South AtlantiCuies.s -19 5 ~25 16 592 ~9 ~4 9 348 139 134 147
PACILiCecavssvasescrereosrsnesocannas| =18 +15 ~23 ) 176 -1 -3 6 871 220 225 260
Appliences and specialties wholesalers. 0 +20 ~5 3 14,940 -4 =5 73 15,172 116 119 146
Now Bnglond.eescercscosvecsssrensersat =21 +86 -1l 7 511 -1 +15 ? 531 104 83 les
lddls AtlantiC.eeee. mevpnee +5 -+39 -3 28 5,798 -2 b 17 5,887 123 127 184
East. North Central. - =15 +14 - iz 1,464 -3 -14 10 1,355 103 95 139
West North Central... vonf =10 =3 -8 12 804 -4 -3 9 1,048 148 1382 148
South Atlantic..ese. aee =1 *15 <6 14 2,802 =1 -1 RE:] 2,127 92 90 104
Younbadneesseeses eneveos -6 86 -25 6 793 -4 +1 6 992 125 123 167
PRCifiCrrevpsvvaninnsocens seeres +26 +27 -8 6 1,079 +3 -16 5 1,026 105 185 le2
Furniture and house Turnishings =11 +38 ~12 52 10,302 +25 ~10 a7 1€,1086 183 129 289
Niddle AtlantiC.csececessas =10 +55 -7 13 3,182 c c e c ¢ e c
-14 +45 ~7 4 848 [ e |- e e e [ e
-3 +55 [ 4 640 ] ¢ e ¢ ¢ [ L]
495 +4% =6 5 473 L} ¢ (] e c c ¢
=19 +12 14 182 43,077 -3 -4 108 85,342 235 196 275
-16 +34 ~16 4 480 +3 -5 4 1,636 334 275 471
«15 +18 =10 24 5,798 -4 -3 18 9,988 188 168 229
~15 +17 =18 18 8,086 | -13 -7 17 15,141 195 91 247
»28 +4 -15 a7 9,642 +2 -3 17 24,780 257 194 217
-12 +16 =10 21 3,78 +9 o 17 7,750 289 198 281
=19 +12 ~14 1z 8,831 +4 -4 6 3,137 186 144 222
20 +5 w13 14 3,897 -7 - o 8 5,348 235 213 208
-3 412 ~-10 8 2,212 +9 -3 4, 2,049 287 257 8zl
-26 +15 =20 14 5,908 -5 =5 1. 1z 16,119 288 225 358
-19 +8 ~138 73 9,450 { - 0 -1 49 17,249 252 211 267
-26 +10 =17 8 358 +4 -1 6 1,401 464 824 538
-28 «19 -20 18 1,276 =17 -1 1n 1,845 222 184 243
~10 +25 -12 0 883 +1 -2 7 627 178 183 229
+3 24 ~12 7 854 .1 e c e [ e c
=27 +16 -20 g 715 4 -1 8 1,677 287 78 279
-2l -3 ] 6" 8,070 +3 +1 5 6,759 274 231 255
-4 +6 ‘=34 1. 2,085 ] -5 8 4,584 251 215 280
-1z +63 =19 149 5,178 -8 +8 83 10,708 284 268 434
-8 +64 =20 7 370 e ¢ e c °. e e
Niddle Atlantic... -26 +63 =25 40 915 -12 +7 19 2,500 404 816 644
East North Csatral -12 +71 -18 44 1,580 «12] = B 24 2,387 205 200 355
West North Central. -7 +72 12 14 820 +2 +6 10 1,705 260 229 418
South Atlantic.... =14 +61 -15 6 248 . e c c e ¢ c ©
PacifiCesesernee ~1 44 <18 21 1,111 -4 +13 20 3,089 304 827 8%
Iamber and building materialBe.... -13 +23 -B 56 11,238 -5 -6 836 9,629 106 59 186
-10 +22 +4 i3 2,700 +13 -1 4 946 49 42 59
-9 +19 -17 11 , 1,052 +20 -7 8 1,061 131 111 174
=12 +28 +8 ] 2,024 < [ [ < c 3 e
-27 -+8) =19 ? 898 =21 -18 -] 867 14) 119 186
=26 | -+81 -23 4 €28 e L] ] [ e ¢ L)
4 +23 -8 4 2,063 -9 -9 4 2,149 104 120 141
Pacific..oes -22 +21 19 8 1,660 0 +5 8 1,569 96 75 111
Maochinery equipment, Supplies {exsept .
@100LTAEOL) s e serneranserarnerennasaneses| =28| «lz | 12 u 8,570 s3] A 29 5,742 195| 1sz | 210
New Bngland.oeess -22 +7 24 5 218 (1 ¢ -] c L1 c c
Middle Atlantic.. -36 +14 =20 6 4683 ° ¢ c [ e 3 c
Rast North-Central. «33 16 =19 9 522 +1 +3 7 955 192 152 218
South Atlentio... -1 +31 -18 5 230 1 ¢ [ e [ : Z
8t South Centrel. -25 +48 +4 5 516 [ L] c [ [
g:oific . T =29 +8 -28 7 828 +1 -4 4 469 283 191 249
“MetalSesieese secssessacsesssasorrsers -32 +19 -17 22 4,798 +22 -2 pL:] 9,838 210 1us 254

{Continued on next page)
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AUGUST 1949
{DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE MITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
Sales Inventory, end-of-imonth {at cost) Stock-sales &
Percent change August 1949 panel | Percent change | August 1949 panel ratios
Kind of business August|August| 8 mos. | Wo. of August |August | Ho. of
and £ i R Reported |4UgUSt |Augu : Reported
1949 | 1949 1949 estab- - 1949 1949 estab- .
geographic division from | from from |1ishment dollar from from |Mshments| Gller AugustjAugust| July
' . sales . values 1849 | 1948 | 1949
gust| July | 8 mos. | report~ (add 000) Auguat | July |report- (add 000)
1948 | 1949 | 1948 b| ing 1948 | 1949 ing
Optical goodS.caseecsersrresssccvacerenss]  +5 | +24 +5 8| £260 -20 -3 4 an 97 | 134 123
Paints and varnishesS..ececesccenrsoss -15 +4 -9 56 5,839 -12 -2 49 14,211 250 243 265
Middle Atlantic... =17 +1 -12 4 79 ¢ c L] < < c ¢
East North Central -4 +15 ~11 6 819 -7 -9 4 47 % 79 95
South AtlantiC.seeesscscesces -9 +3 =7 4 350 +9 =17 4 %82 109 oL 142
Plumbing and heating sapplies.... -17 +17 =15 70 9,099 -26 -1 47 10,011 140 160 186
Hew England.secessscssscecase =15 +22 =17 7 853 c e c c c < ]
hijddle Atlantic.escses vose «f 25 +16 =18 16 1,158 -2 +4 7 839 1s2 119 168
iast North Central.. 1 -3 +20 -9 13 1,353 ~5 =7 1 1,648 140 141 179
‘est North Central.cesvscvvssee -1 +26 =12 6 683 c c (] c ] [ e
~17 +16 -17 a 4,664 ~36 -1 21 6,397 137 177 160
Pacific............-................. ~32 +14 =17 4 661 c c ] c c e [
Refrigeration equipments, parts g
(comme [N ' -8 -9 26 1,210 -4 -2 20 2,721 =224 =285 224
-9 -3 -8 L] 294 ¢ .e c 1 c c ]
-8 -7 +3 4 185 +5 +1 4 449 243 249 201
y +10 +9 -4 5 RE6 +2 -1 5 477 178 198 pL: ]
PagifiCesevscossvesecsrerccnsorsnnnes] =12 +7 ~18 5 180 -8 +2 4 450 R43 231 264
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies...| +l1 +8 *2 29 5,424 +7 -2 23 8,757 125 13L 138
liddle Atlantic.......-.............. =11 4 -2 5 172 +7 0 4 332 302 | “242 295
East North Central.... +11 +10 +7 7 2,214 +6 -3 ] 1,918 92 a7 103
South Atlanticesssesss +26 +13 -11 v & 350 =35 +2 4 519 156 208 173
Bedlececsortroncverescrorsas +9 +4 +10 41 3,282 +15 +35 36 874 8 R7 8
kiddle Atlanticssecseses seel +18 +1 +25 8 578 +24 +20 8 107 19 18 18
Bast lHorth Centralesesss o -1 0 -8 E5 N 586 +21 +7 10 184 32 24 30
West North GCentral.... +18 +6 +20 5 1,158 +235 -2 5 137 i 1 13
South Atlantic.seversone +1 -8 +7 5 383 +40 +3l 4 190 58 45 47
PacifiCeseverccsvscosasns +15 +27 +2 5 384 ¢ e [ < [ s ]
Chemicaly, industrialesesssssessscecacess| =18 | +27 21 1 1,403 18 -5 n 1,135 o1 88 121
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)..| 47 | +161 -26 26 2,477 -14 -2 pr-t 1,205 nz 144 200
Hiddle Atlanticssssecsrececcssessanee] =54 4208 ~30 10 1,891 ] c [ c ] c ]
East North Central . o -=3 +82 -26 5 175 [ ¢ c c e e ¢
South Atlantic.s... =7 | +159 ~18 4 96 c c c [ c c ©
Pacific.eessees -6 +87 -15 4 129 c 3 c [ c [ c
Coaleasavosens -38 +44 -24 8 5,758 -15 +3 4 4,708 R32 191 350
Confectionsry.sesieors. +2 +7 -1 44 1,802 +14 -5 26 1,228 86 78 97
kiddle AtlantiG..ss. +8 +4 -3 7 517 -11 ~17 4 1380 41 52 51
West North Central.... +6 +8 +11 4 852 +4 +5 4 218 62 83 63
South Atlantic... -4 +16 -4 1R 248 +3 <1 6 188 108 pEIA 1z8
Eaet South Central.. +1 +4 ~1 6 72 c e e c [ c o
Dairy and poultry products.. -12 +5 ~15 28 4,047 ~34 -4 17 1,084 37 53 58
East Horth Centraleesisss ~8 +9 -6 1n 1,453 c [ T . c c [ ¢
South AtlanticCiesceissevencasnsonnanes ) +10 -8 4 229 [ c ¢ c c c (]
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)..... +7 +1.2 22 179 45,537 +2 +3 140 81,809 170 | 178 184
HeW ENglantesceessossssenesons +13 +9 +3 13 2,496 -2 -1 10 3,182 163 | 184 181
+10 +10 ) 23 7,816 +3 +3 18 6,911 151 164 159
+7 +10 2 26 7,924 -3 +1 20 8,084 147 161 158
+6 | <12 +2 19 5,234 +5 «4 17 7,645 166 | 172 180
+7 +8 +3 28 5,136 +3 +4 21 7,084| 190 | 197 102
East South Central.... +1 +9 =1 18 3,139 +2 +6 13 4,861 180 igL 184
Wlest South Central +4 +12 +4 24 5,440 +13 +3 18 8,601 203 187 R2L
+7 +15 +1 1 2,150 +5 +4 -] 8,827 184 187 204
+8 +19 0 1ig 6,402 ~3 +4 18 10,666 169 1e8 1s4
~17 +52 ~-22 180 46,172 ~30 +1 121 67,728 169 189 257
-10 +72 -14 7 626 ~28 +8 6 617 n7 150 207
17 | +48 23 45 8,711 -8 -1 28 7,856| 176 | 163 257
~21 +52 -21 12 2,355 ~R0 +2 12 3,866 164 163 245
West North Central. -7 +67 ~18 n 7,696 =21 +8 10 11,577 1sl 180 R36
South Atlantic..... -25 +79 =21 20 3,205 -23 -4 15 4,961 173 167 324
East South Central.. ~R6 +75 =23 18 2,200 ~25 +8 12 2,961 174 182 %2
West South Central. j =83 +70 =21 12 1,500 -39 -4 1 1,650 131 164 279
Hountainiseessnnses . -8 +78 -13 ] 1,044 <13 -2 6 1,308 125 132 228
Pacific..... teessesnsesasnsosans] =12 +44 ~9 17 4,749 +14 +4 9 7,115 331 220 544
Farm supplieS.csssececsscosassoonrarnenea] 45 | +26 -9 15 3,204 -5 +45 8 840 84 88 &7
Fresh fruits and vegetables. -2 ~13 -4 82 4,905 -6 -8 41 872 6 RB 25
Hew England... -8 ~12 ~13 g 418 -6 ~26 8 29 10 10 11
kilddle Atlantice... -8 ~17 -8 16 1,308 ~30 0 8 47 13 16 n
Bast North Central. +2 -21 -2 14 1,546 ~5 -7 9 485 44 47 38
South AtlantiCeeeaaes +13 -8 +10 7 302 +35 -2 5 41 17 20 18
East South Central. . +$ +10 -5 6 301 c [ [ c c ¢ [
PacifiCessessessaasccnsoasscnsecnccns ~4 -8 -2 5 745 ~L ~l8 4 76 11 1 13
Groceries, total.ccscevesctcosrssonssnass -3 +8 -1 574 100,153 ~6 +5 81 94,311 120 134 154
Hon-affiliated full-line wholesalers®..| -1 +9 0 336 52,070 -8 +4 216 ~51,395| 129 135 133
New Englandeseesveseesosecocsscoreses] <10 +5 -7 6 1,161 ¢ c ¢ c c c c
Mddle Atlantic.... . -5 +8 +1 22 3,538 ] 0 15 3,244 pRle] 112 118
East North Central. . 0 +18 +3 55 8,692 -8 +2 beg 9,930 145 158 168
Viest North Central. +5 +8 +11 54 9,963 o +7 44 13,339 151 159 152
South Atlantic.. “ses -8 +5 =7 65 7,087 -8 +9 85 4,983 108 i1l 108
Eagt Scuth Central. tessss -4 +20 -12 52 §,670 -10 +?2 24 3,061 101 107 123
West South Central. esoens -3 +1 -3 79 11,927 -6 +5 57 11,184 123 123 114
Mountain..eessees 0 +2 -3 9 1,228 24 0 7 1,389 120 | 162 123
PaCLfiCecouvecnseonsncrrnrocracessans| 41 ] -418 +6 14 4,814 11 -5 [ 2,780f 105 | 108 125
Voluntary-group wholesalers....seeecsss -1 +9 -3 128 83,690 <10 +5 100 20,850 129 142 132
kilddle Atlanticss.. veeses -1 +7 -3 34 8,201 -3 +8 i8 3,550 128 1206 123
East North Central. cenel 4} <10 -4 34 7,719 -2 +6 8 7,784| 2122 119 124
West North Central. +8 +9 +3 R3 5,583 10 +3 a3 9,843 176 212 187
South Atlantic... ~4 +11 -5 8 1,468 -2 +3 8 9721 109 113 121
Pacificecccessransescscencscecnsansse -4 +12 -6 8 8,368 ~A +8 7 5,536 96 125 98

HPP

(Continued on next page)
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AUGUST 1949

{DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBIE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS )

. Sales Inventory, end-of-month (et cost) Stock-gales?
§ - ratios
Kind of business - Pezc:nt changae l\uguR st 19492 pamel : Yercent change | August 1949 pansl
and ngust | Avgust mos, | No, of August |August | No. of
goographie dlvision 1949 | 1949 | 1949 | estab- | ROPOTUOd | Ty000" |Tygsg | ggten- | ROPOTted | :
from | from | from [lshmeats| o % from | from |lish doller | AugustAugust| July
August| Tuly | 8 mos. | report- {eda opo} | Augast | July |report- values 1949 | 1948 | 1949
1948 | 1949 | 1948 b = 1948 | 1949 | 1ng | (208 000)
Retsiler-cocperative warehouses,. -6 ~8 +9 19 ¥
Eid8le ALIANBiCoeretnantcernnaorasene] #7 | 420 +10 8 3? 'gi‘; ;2 ;3 tz el Bl Bl e
- . » [
SOULH ALLEDELIC.eeeesssernsnseernnrecs] =10 | 10 -5 4 Lozs| o e o sl ol o &
Spacialty 1ines vholes8lerf.csecescsens] =17 +I1 -6
New Engladdossesssssonsncras -4 +1 -12 9:’; 9,;)2: *3;2 ﬂéa 23 Toses 1 10 152
¥iddle Atlenticeceeres. ~13 +2 7 21 2 95,8 +6 + o 2 o .
- N 13 10 1,808 i 9
Best North Genbral. “ees ~11 -4 +7 11 535 -12 +1 ] '14’1 62 lg'l 133
:g 4I§ :Js. zg 1 ,2;.3 -4 -5 16 1,188 129 iz28 126
[ 3 e ¢ e 3
West South Central.c... - - ) o o
Pucific...,. :!.1. .o -8?. +;g g 5 o i o by 5 e o8 s b
. sessmcnsarassosraran - 13 7,285 +26 +&1 -] 3,454 206 a7 229
Iosther and shoe LinAINZB.cvevecesoannene] =2 +21 -14 31 5] -
Middle AtlantiCesecereccseseconenrane] i3 435 -3 v oig c5_ ;4 :6 1,100 e 92 5
Fast Novkh Contral.......... 4 ol s -11 6 b ¢ e ¢ o . . o
West North Centrale.ecvessssncversesel =14 +14 ~wll -6 8L [ ¢ ¢ Z ?3 :; e
PaCiTiCsrnonenesnosnnansacansssnncanee] =287 +29 ~18 6 238 e ¢ 2 e 3 [} 2
Meate ond meat ProductBecesssssrnssrorsas g +‘.}rg =12 45 38,87!? ~21 -9 40 15,854 43 54 55
Tont Howtt Gesorey cane - : -13 9 8,8%7 ~20 +18 9 1,528 39 48 85
sensessetessncannse 3 -12 13 9,054 ~47 +1 iz 2,831 a3 68 34
Faper and 188 DProdufbecscecossoscvssansos =5 +22 -3 88 7,616 ~& -2 34 5,908 128 131 161
0 *16 «10 4 174 +19 +1 4 249 201 162 23%L
s ~8 +22 =18 is 1,542 ~15 -3 1o 737 a7 98 109
East North Centralescecovesraccaencesa] =13 +17 ~11 18 3,805 -1z -4 11 2,160 115 115 144
Wost HOTth CenbToleeesceonnsseenrsens] =6 | +14 -10 4 S0z e o e e : )
South ACLANEACkcrsenssersrsarsvasees| =18 1 49 ~ie 7 494 2 ¢ e o . o .
PaCiTiCesuscaresnnssanvannnsansnonsss]| +19°1 +40 ~3 5 1,582 [ e e e e ] [
PObrOl6UWN. vesevevsarsasonsssassocnarsoons -2 +21 -8 28 8,406 ~5 -11 .27 2,938 a7 ] 1
Shoes end othor fOOtWERT s secsscsessveonns -3 +19 -8 29 27,838 -3 -8 2.
How ERgiandeseseseeess s1 | ez 21 " "eB1 ¢ e - il Bk ol o
Hiddle ALlsntiCesecosnovrnne +11 +70 -2 & 1,075 c ] ¢ e ¢ [ [
West North CeubrBlececersevesiveccess +3 +19 -4 4 2,051 e e ¢ [ ¢ e e
S0uth ALLENtiCerareseesanscenarearsas] =8 | +72 -11 4 2,408 e M e ¢ o o | e
PeelfiCorencsnsesceonnarscrossecnnas) =14 +70 -21 6 353 [ ] 3 e ] [ ¢
TobBECO ProQUCtBacsscsesesersssnsnnsosonse +6 +4 1 242 24,111 «~15 +6 141 12,279 53 &5 By
New Englondeecescsoesssancesssssescae] 23 +24 +3 21 8,685 -2 -1 10 433 40 46 46
Middle AtlentlCeicesesneenesscancsnses o -6 -3 50 12,181 ~26 +15 36 6,118 58 79 47
Enst North Contralecscecssssevecnvees +5 +7 0 49 6,570 +1 ~1 20 1,550 48 52 53
Weost North Centraliccesssuvesas +4 +6 -3 39 3,531 ~11 +1 R3 1,479 57 65 59
South ASlanticssecececasvecens +5 +8 +1 18 2,859 +2 =9 15 1,043 89 a7 47
East South Central..secescssrscresces +18 +16 +2 9 1,004 -13 -5 ) 873 45 638 o8
""«’esh South Centralessscecccassoesccse +12 +5 +6 26 1,966 ~15 +1 10 478 60 70 €1
HountaiDecossorsevesascsnnsnorsesasns +11 +8 +6 is 1,812 +58 +8 13 513 K& 5% 78
PacifiCeccacsassonsvesvsonorcareosces +7 +11 -2 iz 1,263 -3 +3 8 234 39 46 44
Wine; mgngﬁi;tso.-....u............... -g 0 e 270 - 54,791 +18 +8 208 74,822 isl 144 168
ew evsesecncance rerenecoron -5 ~18 .e 21 2,958 0 +1 17 2,931 37 3
Niddle Atlentic... eresececres] =B -2 e 46 17: 680 +20 +11 40 26 :965 189 i‘ig igi
East North Central. creaessnsescee] =B +5 [ 44 7,605 +12 +8 82 9,817 | 166 | 131 | 160
Weat Horth Cenbralisseciccosscosssoss ~11 +16 ] 30 4,879 +1 +6 28 4,595 1686 142 161
South AtlentiCeesosssscesecrese =16 ~22 ] 39 5,961 +28 +2 34 10,1490 1938 129 149
Eeat South Centrale.... ~22 +18 o 16 2,501 ~14 +17 18 3,013 156 136 is1
West South Cenbrale.es.. =7 -4 ¢ 28 3,931 ~15 +1 17 4,858 2438 270 269
Mountain...c.veeovanne +7 +8 ] 14 1,909 +16 +16 12 2,415 141 | 129 180
Pocifit,veeevevscssrresnrsrosvesasnesn -7 +16 [ 32 7,867 +26 +7 I 20 10,079 1e7 13z 187
NigcellanGoUBascavesssesnarrnesssrronsnas ~18 2 =11 1z 2,165 -13 0 6 1,994 301 197 347

o

[ - -y

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks at cost, by toval sales (including any direct
ness) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales.
Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly itrends.

Insufficient data to show geparately.

Yot affiliasted with voluntary or cooperstive groups.
Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located inm the so-called “ncenae"' States which do not have State

at the wholesale level.

States comprising geographic divisions:

New Englend - (Conn., Maine, Mass,, NoH., R.I., Tt.)

Middle Atlentic - (¥, J., N. Y., Pa.)

Eest North Central - {I11., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)

West Worth Central - (Xowa, Kans., Minn., Ko., Nebroy

N, Dek,, 8. Dek,}

HEP

South Atlantic ~ (Del., De C., Fla., Ga., Md.,

shimments and oonsigoment busie

control or monopoly distribution

East South Centrel = (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.).
West South Central - {Ark., la., Okle., Tex.)

Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idsho, Mont., Nev., ¥. Mexico., Utah, Wyo.)
Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., VWash.)

HeC., S.0., Va., W. Va.)
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UNITED STATES SUMMARY.GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
- , SEPTEMBER 1949 .

Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential re-~

ports submitted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 3,597 wholesale houses
- in various lines of trade. ' :

SALES ¢ ‘

Wholesale dollar sales in September showed 2 seasonal increase of 5 percent above the
previous month but were still 9 percent below September of last year,. Cumulative sales for the
first nine months of 1949 were 8 percent below the same period of 1948,

Regionally, declines from September 1948 were reported from all areas, However, mod-
erate gains over the previous month were shown.in all regions, except the New England ard Moun-
tain regions, which indicated declines of 2 percent. The Middle Atlantic area, with an increase of

12 percent, showed the most substantial month-to-month gain and was only 3 percent below Sep-
termber 1948,

INVENTORIES

Inventories which have declined steadily since February 1949, were off slightly (1%) from
the previous month and 8 percent below the stock level at the end of September a year ago. Accord-
ing to the reports of 2,612 establishments reporting inventories in ¢onjunction with sales, the Sep -

tember stock-sales ratio of 137 was 9 points below the previous month but 3 points above the Sep -
tember 1948 ratio,

RETAIL TRADE

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES*

(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only) -
INDEX . 1939 MONTHLY AVERAGE = 100 , :
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*BASED ON REPORTS COMPILED FROM THIS SURVEY

DATA IN THIS REPORT ARE NOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH NOR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE FLUCTUAT IONS.
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SEPTEMBER 1949

(DATA ARE SHOMN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIELE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month {(at cost) Stock-sales®
Kind of tusiness Percent change | September 1949 panel|Percent change |September 1949 panel ratios
©and k i
Sept. | Sept. | 9 mes. | No. of Sept. | Sepb. N
geographic division 1945 | 1049 11949 | eatab- | RePOrted Yoo | 5656 | watane | Reported
from | from | frem |listmentd 9°T2F 1 from | from |1 dollar Sept. | Sept. jAugust -
Sept.| Aug. |9 mos. | report- values | coov | aug. | report- velves 1949 | 1948 | 1942
048 | 1940 |18 b ang | (294 090) | ygee” | 3049 Sng |(add 000) :
Tnited HtateBiscesvecrervasssncsnes -9 15 -8 8,597 $689,588 -8 -1 2,612 $762,885 187 184 148
ow Bnglandesssesersosssessrosssscscssen -18 -2 =10 230 26,768 <7 -1 168 26,238 s 128 185
Mdﬂe Atlantice.. -8 412 -8 687 129,98L =8 2 468 112,686 117 120 184
-2 +7 -8 672 121,998 -5 0 482 126,857 1895 ns 134
-7 +5 -6 410 91,397 ~7 -2 a1 108,616 145 148 185
«11 +8 8 477 © 71,497 -8 o 962 73,088 138 iz8 136
=10 +6 -9 187 27,640 -7 -2 132 26,106 125 12 188
=13 +4 -8 308 49,694 -6 +1 283 63,428 1886 144 162
=6 -2 -6 152 -21,%88 -5 o 16 22,820 189 137 137
-11 +4 10 408 | 86,857 -4 +1 280 104,995 160 147 | 166
-8 48 = 240 18,517 -5 <3 149 15,084 208 183 213
«11] #11 -13 9 576 -5 +6 4 402 | 186 168 - 199
Middle Atlanticse... =15 -18 -8 36 909 -3 *4 85 .1,979 297 206 199
Rast Noxth Centxal =10 +8 =16 57 4,218 -7 +5 8 4,980 184 161 19),
West North Cantral rrenese ~10 -1 =10 39 4,490 +8 w8 19 2,956 267 99 275
Bouth Atlantic.... . +8 +10 -6 13 3,162 ] +B8 11 1,278 148 145 157
South Central... N +4 +1 ~13 1B 2,817 -24 ~8 iz 1,225 156 19 188
. -6 +10 -1 k7 B 820 -3 4 L] 55 233 199 220
PrcifiC.aes . -24 -7 =14 46 1,725 -’ \ 4 24 1,687 859 276 8438
Elsotrical group, tottl.eesevese =18 +5 -7 [1:1) 118,786 =13 -4 563 180,219 118 115 187
Fulleline wholesalerf.c.cveicscstsanen =16 5 =7 408 95,683 ~13 ] 400 110,737 117 115 189
Now Englendesees ~19 +6 =g 1 5,076 = = el 8, R N T3
Midde Atlantic. =10 +11 -3 49 18,744 ~8 48 15,271 112 ils 186
Eant Narth Oentra ~17 + -9 82 - 28,121 -3 79 26,798 119 106 181
West North Central «18 ) -6 89 2,745 =2 89 9,714 100 105 102
South Atlantic...seee -12" *2 -4 60 12,700 o 8 14,518 v 120 125
Rast South Central. ~17 4 -4 25 4,459 -5 24 4,5% 105 95 105
West South Central... «16 -1l -1 43 8,195 o 43 10,273 125 1156 124
~16 +4 ~10 28 3,580 -7 28 4,344 121 123 137
-~16 +18 «14 51 15,067 -3 50 18,726 1857 127 145
Wiring supplies, construction
materials AstribuborB.cccasscsnsenee «20 0 16 128 6,630 ~18 -2 88 8,773 130 119 138
Now Englandaoessesass AL al -16 13 &9 +10 +1 5 248 | 168 | 180 18
Middle AtlantiC.ssees -9 ] ~L -6 86 1,287 0 +4 22 1,446 158 148 147
¥apt North Central. -17 +8 ~18 8L 1,721 <14 -3 24 2,014 128 126 197
- West North Oentral., -7 =1 -5 8 945 ~16 -8 8 717 117 187 121
South Ablantlte.es.s -4l «5 -28 19 1,305 =25 -8 14 1,188 100 ” 106
. West South Gentral. =21 -5 =10 8 a8? ° 3 ° < e °
Pacififecicssencearsoreriavene =1 +18 -2 9 410 ~26 +3 8 627 155 208 176
Appliances and apecialties wholeselers +4 +6 ~4 95 16,473 ~11 -6 75 12,709 101 131 115
. " +15 18 -2 12 1,171 ~18 ~18 12 1,014 87 114 111
+23 +20 0 22 6,392 -24 15 13 2,829 81 18 25
+6 +86 -8 15 2,089 ~29 ~9 g 995 &0 92 86
Weat North Centrel. -8 +16 =12 9 1,067 +17 -2 7 1,206 124 97 151
South Atlenticess.. =11 14 -6 1w 2,632 -4 5 16 2,299 100 85 98
Zast South Central. 8| =19 +87 4 835 -5 +1 4 784 94 91 76
Hest South Central -£4 «13 =12 5 6% =15 1 4 1,60 244 2186 215
Mounta in., ~82 <11 -24 7 ? 0 -1 '8 80 149 111 125
Pacifit... +9 -7 -1 LY 825 +9 +9 4 971 118 18 101
Furniture and house furnishings *14 =11 % 18,596 +19 -2 41 17,044 152 124 178
Middle AtlantiCesecsrs +25 -5 11 2,407 r [y ° Y [) ) ©
South Atlantiteseeee +5 -3 5 691 e [ ° e e L] o
West South Central.. -2 -6 4 658 ° e 3 e e ° e
+4 -2 ] 490 3 e f” ¢ 1) 6] - o o
+11 «~16 8 1,695 ] L] ° ° e c °
#11 ~14 185 50,146 -8 ~4 108 8,658 204 199 236
+8 -16 4 528 0 -8 & 1,694 w02 =l 833
+16 =10 25 5,980 -11 -8 19 7,848 159 167 187
+14 -4 E: o) 11,116 -8 ] 20 19,834 178 182 208
+13 -l& 17 ¢ 11,464 -5 46 is 28,176 208 199 %7
+5 ~11 19 3,028 3 w1 17 7,987 | 283 | 182 284
+2 15 12 3,400 0 0 ] 3,127 187 148 186
West South Centwral... +11 -13 15 4,801 =5 ] k] 6,323 210 208 2%
- Hountalheeesessrsvsns -4 =11 8 T 2320 +9° w8 4 2,008 266 240 287
Pacifiteccosassnsnses +2 =18 15 6,863 <11 -8 13 17,421 266 257 281
Industrial supplies... [v] =14 ki) 201 -2 =2 0 17,328 242 196 249
New Englandeeess +10 =17 8 593 +5 -1 v 1,451 431 a2 A7l
Middle Atlantiteeeuss -4 -22 1. 18 1,280 =19 -2 11 1,812 25 189 282
East North Central... -5 =12 9 531 o [} 7 625 180 159 18
West Korth Central. ~1 =11 7 650 e ] e e a e e
Bouth Atlantic.. +4 ~20 9 T4 +16 -4 8 1,607 220 142 287
Weot South Central. +4 -8 6 8,192 -1 ~2 s 6,627 258 220 274
Peeifiecdansvranee -6 ~15 10 1,867 -2 -l 7 4,230 257 205 245
7"!‘1!‘7..-.........-...-’ 430 <18 159 7,784 =1 *1 89 12,881 226 220 288
+48 ~18 K 524 < ) [ © e 3 8
+46 -23 41 1,510 -L2 -3 29 2,265 238 208 388
+81 ~-37 A7 2,967 =13 +8 25 8,495 191 196 299
+28 =11 15 1,168 *5 +1 1 2,048 220 195 262
+87 ~14 5 295 ° ° [ © < o o
435 -2 ] 144 [ [ [ ] [} L] s
ProifiCesacrsrecssarsoscesnrensraces =14 +18 -18 % 1,641 ~15 o 2% 8,975 268 267 808
.4
Lusbor and butlding matorislBesescesssss | =ll] 44 -8 sl 1g@is} i1 =6 i 9,008 97| 94} 105
Miadle AtlantiCessesseee ~19 +). ] 13 2,718 *14 3 4 . 908 49 31 49
Rast North Central.... «18 +4 ~16 13 1,564 1] 10 8 1,007 a9 86 100
Wost Narth Uentral.. ~18 +4 +4 6 2,130 L] [N [ . e o a L]
South Atlantio... <11 +14 -18 8 2.;869 ~87 -8 8 989 17 187 141
East South Ceatral =7 22 -21 4 766 L] [ ° L) cf - © [
Mountain.. +G 2 ] & 2,099 =20 -10 4 1,948 98 12 104
Paocific. -9 43 ~18 1 1,948 +3 +8 8 1,584 104 -] 104
mh 3 t, supplies (exee ! * i
et L ”(w ar] ose] -1 45 sem] em| s e9| ecm0| 19| 1s8] =00
. -39 +1 -22]% 7 508 -5 -2 4 972 286 148 230
. ~18 +18 -18 10 577 o] -1 7 897 189 169 208
Bouth Atlentie.: . -5 +31 -17 5 278 [ 3 L] 3 (3 3 °
PacifiCessceseee . ~-24 -8 «28 8 414 +*7 +8 4 482. 248 218 298
BAELE e v oerevssssnsasossarsasen . L__ 4 -7 24 5,658 17 -2 w 9,086 |. 176 | 128 205

Mmrs0

{Continued cn next yage)




WHOLRSALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS

SEPTEMBER 1949, i
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY CEOGRAPHIG DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIELE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

Page 3

(Gontdnued on next page)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (&t cost) Steek-sales®
Kind of business Percent change September 1949 panel| Percent change _|-September 1949 ‘panel ratios
end Sept. | Sept. | 9 mos. | Wo. : . t. | No. of | :
geographic divisien 1559 | Sone' | “rocs catan.. | Heported 150 | Soss | herast | Reportea - :
from | from | from [lish doliar from from |4 dollar Sept. | Sept. |August
Sept. | Aug. 9 mos, lreport~ (Bnggoo Sept. | Aug. report- valugs 1949 } 1948 | 1949
' 1948 | 1949 {1948 b | ing 2 000) | 048" | 1a89 | ing .| (244 000)
Optical goodaeessnscossoscassssrssn 4 -2 4 10 $r78 -16 +2 4 $le8 | 107 122 101
Paints gnd varnishes..eesesessesesnasnse ~10 +3 -8 £5 5,787 ~12 Q 48 14,110 261 258 257
Plumbing and hoating suppliesssesesssess =15 +9 =15 17 10,451 -5 -1 50 10,008 | 125 148 186
Hew Englandyessessesscases -2 +5 =15 8 RO2 ) () c [ 3 < [
Wddle Atlanticessessoasss <14 +15 -~17 pr:} 1,101 [+] +2 8 548 166 149 180
East North Central. +5 +8 -8 13 1,408 -8 -3 il 1,553 126 139 138
West North Central.. +8 +13 ~10 1 1,440 -4 =7 9 1,264 93 103 116
South Atlantic.,... seessne -16 +6 =19 22 5,085 -33 [} RL 6,417 130 163 137
Pacificiesesassvsrernacsccecssnsnnss -39 |° +3 -20 4 681 c c © 2] c ¢ c
Refrigeration equipment, parts i
(commercial)eeeecssnsconssons =5 =14 -9 30 1,138 =8 <R 25 2,367 264 R67. 228
. Middle Atlantic.. <5 =15 -8 5 AT ) < ¢ c [ [ C .
Zast North Central. ~7 -22 +2 5 178 -2 -5 4 477 | | 8p2 306 254
South Atlanticees.. -4 =13 -4 5 232 +1 +3 5 492 212 202 179
PacifiGecevorerosessnsencscasassanes -8 { . =10 <17 - 10 . 295 -2 ~3 8 752 260 R73 24
Surgical, medioal, equipment, supplies.. +3 -5 +2 gL 3,332 +14 +5 24 3,913 | " 138 lz4 122
Hiddle AtlantiCeieseesssoessvconeoses =3 +39 -2 1 R83 +13 +1 5 395 R67 2?19 288
+B ] +7 7 2,112 +18 +12 6 2,146 107 08 o2
+11 -8 -9 5 298 +5 -3 4 428 151 167 148
0 ~14 ~1 4 238 [ c ¢ c ¢ e S
Beerusecnssssacrrrssarniotsnen -9 | =p2 +7 ' 42 2,550 +12 -3 4 773 32 27 26
Hlddle AtlantiCesevirsones ~7 ~34 +20 8 B =3 =34 [} 7L 1o 237 19
East, North Central. ~18 -18 «3 n 482 +10 -5 9 149 34 ?6 28
Wiest North Central. -2 1. ~-19 +16 7 1,006 +2B «1 -8 142 15 11 12
South Atlantice...s ~1g ~12 +5 6 357 +43 +18 5 228 72 48 58
Pacificeearsesceeae ] -39 +1 4 267 -0 <14 4 131 51 53 42
Chemicals, industrial.. ~R4 L N =RR 14 1,498 ~14 -7 10 1,074 83 71 87
New Englendescesess ~16 -1 -24 4 880 ] ) 3 © ) e c
Middle AtlantiCecsssessessescscrarans -53 +2 =28 .4 581 ¢ K] [ < c c ]
Clothing end furpishings (except
shoes) -4 1°484 -23 24 4,485 =21 +38 i3 2,164 e | 11 113
2% DR -32 +l 25 8 5,917 <18 +5 4 8,906 | 2051 263 376
Confectionery.ecssessccsncscnss =7 +1 -2 49 1,960 +10 +3 31 1,362 87 13 86
Hiddle Atlantiteess.. i -2 B 10 631 -2 +9 -] 252 53 52 51,
North Central. -7 -8 +L 8 424 42 +8 7 285 72 82 64
South Atlentic -9 +4 -5 13 262 +2 +8 ? 203 12 o8 107
South Central. ‘0 +13 - 2 10 265 +12 +14 8 284 1ns 104 117
PacifiCeesrseroeserovcocersaravasonse ~19 +5 ~11 o4 273 [ c ] c e c o
Deiry and poultry productBececesssaes wee ~20 -8 ~36 80 5,781 =26 ~11 2l 2,509 50 54 63
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded).... +1 +5 1 179 47,611 +1 +4 143 65,820 167 167 168
. New Englandesecssessss . 1 +8 +8 1 2,312 45 +7 ‘10 8,081 ‘16l | 153 16l
Hiddle Atlantic....e. +4 +7 +1 25 9,850 +1 +5 13 8,884 146 151 149
* Bast North Central. V] +8 2 22 6,889 -4 +3 18 8,313 139 144 144
fiest Morth Gentral. -2 +7 +2 20 5,762 +2 +1 113 8,140 161 185 169
South Atlenticsevesss -2 +4 +2 30 5,783 -1 +1 R2 7,384 180 | 182 1es
Bast South Central. +1 +6 -l 18 5,399 -3 Kg 12 4,891 178 185 | sl
West South Central. +35 +7 +4 23 5,452 +8 +: 1 9,121 196 18l 203
. -1 +1 +1 n 2,167 +4 +3 2 5,932 187 178 184
. +1 +1 (4] 20 6,497 [+] +7 13 11,394 178 179 169
=14 +7 ~21 165 50,928 =27 =8 125 $5,709 149 173 189
. =11 +29 =15 7 782 -52 -5 7 879 87 114 119
13 +13 -21 48 8,501 -8 -3 20 8,718 146 142 178
=7 +18 ~19 14 3,287, ~16 -2 15 4,147 147 158 ‘170
-3 ‘4l 17 9 7,418 ~25 -8 8 10,398 141 184 151
~28 +8 ~21 22 8,508 s =17 -3 17 5,136 165 15L 177
~15 +185 -22 16 2,445 18 -4 Py 2,591 140 150 172
19 -7 20 13 1,885 55 -3 12 2,465 134 | 168 129
-4 -8 <1l 8 263 -5 -5 8 1,270 182 1368 125
. -5 +4 -9 8 5,052 +21 +1 EY 7,386 341 27 328
Form suppliefescscssccrsscsscrsverarcsse -18 | 24 =10 28 5,004 +14 -4 ¢ 847 2 58 | 85
Fresh fruits snd vegetablesSeeseseesveess -8 ~10 =5 88 5,748 ~10 +5 4% 1,129 29 29 25
-56 ~88 ~14 8 259 +5 +13 [ 34 13 8 7
~13 - -8 kg 1,479 ~12 +6L & 158 25 24 15
+7 -7 -1 17 1,821 -l ] . 475 435" 47 48
-7 <14 0 4 261 +26 *17 4 149 57 42 42
+0 | +14 +10 8 401 +18 +48 4 - 24 24 18
-5 -1 -5 5 184 c [ o c ] < ¢
Pacificeseseesarsevecsonssvsnsannnne +5 -9 ] 8 1,851 +3 +47 4 122 14 12 10
Groceries, totalivecesessserssnsarsnsase -8 +8 -2 591 118,456 -4 +4 588 109,516 132 | 128 150
Hon-affiliated full-line wholesalersd. -8 +2 -l 837 52,984 ~5 +4 218 48,075 121 118 121
Hew England.«. =8 +B -8 7 1,551 ~2 -5 4 1,918 147 141 170
Uiddle AtlanticCeesssessssesias -5 <10 0 24 4,154 +8 +8 13 5,485 102 92 110
East North Centralecsevesssons -1 12 +*R 55 10,827 -8 +5 , 25 10,174 184 1 147
West North Central..... . +4 "0 +10 52 9,125 -2 +8 48 9,272 115 122 108
South Atlanticeeesccse. -9 +2 ~7 [::3 7,188 -8 +9 - 36 5,671 114 112 08
East South Central. ~10 2 -1 20 3,808 ~7 +5 22 2,585 98 84 o8
West Scuth Central. -15 -l -4 85 10,920 -3 £ &0 10,678 | 13l | 108 128
Hountain.esasss oF +2 B -] 1,245 =14 16 7 1,608 1 120 154 114
~ Pacificesesieees - -7 +4 5 5,168 =18 -4 8 2,846 19 19 112
Voluntary-group wholesalers. . -8 -l -4 141 37,900 =6 +5 1ll2 45,481 144 140 1zg
New Englandesss. . . =10 -7 - 9 2,811 =13, +7 4 851 108 115 94
o} -4 o 5 35 8,941 ~ld +2 g2 10,678 | g | 203 178
. 81 2 -4 88 10,075 +4{ 10 38 1,120 126 118 7
see 11 -8 *L % 8,701 -5 ] 24 10,847 | 181§ 1e7 167
L . -8 Y ] R =3 1,852 -8 [} 8 a8 phiy 118 109
Pacificesecescscrcscerseclicasnasoine -10 4] C -7 10 8,758 -8 +185 9 6,863 118 107 99
Retailer-cooperative wareh seures 28 |__+J4 20 21 10,1 =8 +2 14 L.Oﬁj 128 | 136 128
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WHOLESALERS' SALES' AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION:

{DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSTBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPEPATIONS)

. Sales Inventory, end—of-month.-(at cost) Stock-sales®
. Kind of business Percent change September 1949 panel| Percent change | Septenber 1849 panel] ratios
and Sept. | Sept. | @ mos. | No. of
geographic division loss |10a9 | 1049 | eban~ | RePOTted s |See noiaty. | Reported ‘
from |from | from [Lishmemts| SOL12F from | from [lishments| GoLiaT Sept. | Sept. jpugust
Sept. | Aug. |9 mos. | report- sales Sept. | Aug. Teport— values 1949 {1948 | 1949
1948 | 1949|1948 b | ing | (294 90) 17osg’ | 1048 (aaa 000)
Specialty lines wholes@lers.sssessccsss -9 ] +18 -7 92|  $12,445 +3 -
Now Englandeesceceasesess e T =) & o “151 e : = m"”i 4 e
Middle Atlentic... sseesecin -1 +19 -6 20 3,347 +9 -3 10 1,848 114 108 121
East North Central.c.ieecesess cees | #14 | +49 +8 11 762 +4 +12 "6 *190 71 70 78
South At1antiC..seeevesssscocnsassss +9 1 +14 +1 24 1,508 -7 +7 16 1,210 1 209 ] 139 120
Eaet South Centralevecescecrscssscnne +6 +15 +6 4 171 ] ] e [] [ c ¢
Weast South Central... sercersnceres +10 +6 =5 5 340 +2 +9 4 225 110 97 106
PacifiCossavessassscasscnscoscncscnes 20 +6 -11 i8 5,822 +4 -8 14 . 8,182 177 138 200
Leather and shoe findingSeecsesscccscsses ~-12 *7 -13 24 592 =2 -8
Middle AtlentiC..e.c.. | +21 2 ] 75 © © 1: 1'07: 312 81: sst
Zast North Central... -9 +14 =11 [ 84 e ' ¢ el ¢ e e
West North Central... +2 +12 -8 6 91 ¢ c [ ] c ] (-]
PacifiCeccecsosssrovesncassosressccse ~24 =1 =19 6 285 c L] ¢ ¢ ¢ [ e
Monts end meat productBSeicecscsscesccceces -12 =2 -12 49 87,240 -4 -5 43 14,689 45 42 42
Middle Atlantic.cesesccece ~10 ~8 -12 10 8,676 ¢ c ¢ [ [ [ []
East North Central.e...seeenceccassss | =22 +2 -18 | 18 9,231 [ Q ¢ c e e e
South Aflaitic.escecrnrrrresnrorcanae ~23 | ~17 -10 4 895 ] e, [ 'S c ¢
Paper and its productS..cecesscccsieccass -7 (4] =10 62 7,912 -9 -1 37 6,176 122 130 126
New England... =14 ~10 =10 5 241 +8 -10 4 313 213 178 201
Middle AtlanbicC.ececsacssconsesnsecee -3 +12 =14 1?7 2,053 ~19 -1 10 948 75 98 94
Faet North Centraliesesseeses . -15 -3 ~11 20 3,372 -11 +) 1s 2,598 122 17 118
oot North Centraleessersssseiseioces -8 -2 ~10 4 294 c e e Te e c o
South AblentiCiTsessscarssascesersane -7 +17 ~13 6 428 e ] [ [4 e c [
PacifiCceescoene ecsceassssrscerass +18 -8 -1 4 9684 ) [ ] c [ e [
PobroloUn.eosrssasssccensssoronnssssessone =12 -2 -9 25 8,056 -8 -2 25 2,592 85 82 84
Shoos and other £ootwWeaT.cssscovcsonveces ~5 +4 -8 a7 28,642 -7 -8 20 49,637 176 179 199
New Englandecsesssacscces -17 =5 =20 4 647 < ¢ ) c ¢ c [
¥iddle AtlentiC..cesses =7 -25 T -2 5 652 c c [ e [ ] e
West North Central.ceeass +11. =11 -8 4 1,817 e [ e c e [ e
PacifiCevassecinscvsccasanns =11 +1 ~20 5 286 [ [ c c e ¢ e
=3 -6 -l 278 87,730 -4 +4 165 14,£37 59 59 54
-13 =26 +1 24 2,822 +5 [4] 1a 722 55 53 50
-6 -4 ~3 58 12,119 =12 +5 88 6,248 638 67 58
+1 -3 0 54 6,578 +10 +8 24 1,321 | - 58 54 53
Vlest North Central.. -2 =1 -3 44 4,831 ~17 -8 a5 1,497 56 63 57
South Atlanticessses =10 -6 0 19 3,976 +2 +1 18 2,005 51 45 47
East, South Central.... 4] 14 +1 13 1,068 0 +10 9 487 59 58 44
. West South Central.. +5 T -2 +6 28 1,912 +3 +2 11 400 49 47 46
HountaiNes eoscossese +9 =1 *7 15 1,081 +57 +19 12 584 95 73 79
PacifiCeccotsssersasncracessrasnsnnns +10 +1 Y] 28 9,348 +6 +4 14 773 51 54 48
Wines and BpATIta®..iuserererssnsancrsus -1 | +28 ¢ 290 69,782 +5 +2 285 78,825 144 | 185 174
<13 -6 e 28 3,277 3 2 17 5,558 | 13T 109 122
¥Midale Atlantic..... +17 +41 (] 44 21,511 +6 -3 39 21,415 128 145 186
Eaat North Centrel.. +4 | +24 o 51 10,811 +10 +3 42 11,788 | 139 126 163
West North Centralecssses ne -4 +34 ] 80 5,791 +4 [+ 22 4,129 120 106 162
,  South AtYentiGe.cessscsess . =9 | e 48 9,258 +4 +5 43 13,677 | 163 | 143 171
East South Central... N +8 +21 c 15 2,650 o +1 12 2,482 128 136 151
West South Central. . -15 +81 -] ~ 80 6,067 ~14 +6 25 9,243 167 164 211
Mountain..ceeereenee -11 -5 ] 15 1,415 =10 +1 1z 2,043 157 158 150
Pocifi0.earscsesionvencrcons ~17 +10 ] 85 9,007 +80 +6 " 28 10,790 164 118 178
M18CO110Ne0UA.cesscsrasassssssvasarrecras -9 +11 -11 12 2,413 ~11 +1 6 2,012 268 204 801
a Stock-sales ratios are percenteges derived by dividing and conel busi-

ness) for an identical group
Include
Insufficient deta to show separately.

LR 4

at the wholesale level.

States comprising geographic divisions:

New England - (Comn., Meine, Mass., N.He, R.I., Vt

Hidale Atlentio ~ (N.J., M. Y., Pa.)

#2730

Not affiliated with vollmtary oy cooperative groups.
Baged on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called f‘licena

<}

East North Central ~ {Ill., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)
West North Central - {Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr.,
N. Dak., 8. Dak.)

stocks, at cost, by total sales {ineluding any direct shipmeént
of £irma reporting inventories in conjunetion with sales. .
reports received too late for inclusion im previcas monthly trends.

e" States which do not have State control .or monopoly distribution

South Atlantic -~ (Del., D. C., Fla., Ge., ¥d., NeOsy Ss0.y Va., W, Va.}
Fast South Central ~ {Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn,)
West South Centrel - {Ark., la., Okla., Tex.)
Yountain ~ {Ariz., Colo., ldaho,
Pacific ~ (Celif., Oreg., Wash, )

}(ont., Nev., N. Mexico., Utah, ¥yo.

)
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UNITED STATES SUMMARY.GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
OCTOBER 1949

Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential reports
submitted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 3,664 wholesale housas in :
various lines of trade,

SALES (

. October dollar sales of wholesalers declined 3 percent from the previous month and were
10 percent lower than sales a year ago, Cumulative sales for the first ten months of 1949 were 8
percent below the same period of 1948, _ .

While declines from October 1948 were reported from all geographic divisions, month-to-
month gains were shown in the New England and Pacific regions with little or no change indicated
for the Middle Atlantic region.

With few exceptions, October sales for trades covered by this report were lower than last
year. There were marked variations among trades, however, in month-to-month sales trends,
ranging from a 23 percent decline in shoes and other footwear to a gain of 12 percent in paints and
varnishes. Twenty-one trades reported declines, 16 showed gains and 1 no change.
INVENTORIES :
~ TInventories, after declining steadily since February, leveled off at the end of October (with
little or no change from the previous month) but were still 9 percent lower than October 1948
stocks. According to the reports of 2,680 establishments reporting inventories in conjunction with

sales, the October stock-sales ratio of 146 was 6 points above the September ratio and 2 points
over Qctober of last year, ' "

RETAIL TRADE

October sales of independent retail stores, as presented in the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade
Report, were 2 percent above the previous month but 6 percent lower than October 1948, Cumula-
tive sales for the first ten months of 1949 were 2 percent below the corresponding period in 1948.

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES

(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only)

INDEX 1939 MONTHLY AVERAGE = 100 INDEX
400 - 400
] SALES = MONTHLY AVERAGE
SALES ’
INVENTORY - YEAR-END '
300 . —_— - 300
o "ﬂ ~‘
: 2 0D gy W
5 ooanﬁ .in
INVENTORIES
200 200
100 100
2 Lesdmenbeddedcdeede e d b A 4 0 1 1 g g9 |0
1939 1940° 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 JFMAMJIJIASONDJIFMAMJIIJASOND
1948 1949

*BASED ON REPORTS COMPILED FROM THIS SURVEY

DATA N THIS REPORT ARE NOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH HOR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE FLUCTUATIONS. v

v



WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
OCTOBER 1949

Poge 2
{DATA aiud SHUJE BY 6206RAMIIC DIVISIONS WHERY POS3IBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURES OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
Sules Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales®
. Porcent change October 1949 panel | Percent change| Ostober 1949 punel ratios
hin’ of business oct oot 10 . !
and Cty et mos,} lo. o Oct. Oct. No. of -
qwo, Tuphic uivislon 1949 | 1949 | 1949 | osten- | PPl 4 o401 1949 | ostan- Rgl’;’i"ed oot | oee. |5
N from from from linments Tues Trom {rom lishmonts o-.Lax et. k. apt.
Oct. | Sept. | 1O mon.| repovt- values Oct, Sept, | report- values 1949 | 1948 . 1949
1948 | 1949 | T10asd”| T gug (8820000 1 yosd e tmg. | (add 000}
Unitod BhobeB.isirerirnsrianrsrnes ~10 ~3 -8 8,664 g $6653,64) ~9 +1 2,880 776,779 146 144 140
AW B AIe e st s e s s senea e aieanaane -8 +3 ~10 291 27,103 ~14 0 173 27,060 | 134 | lae 1386
ddile Atlantis..... .. -8 o -6 687 181,784 =10 0 463 113,207 117 120 118
EBaat Jorti Coniral... =11 -5 -8 870 112,013 -7 1 487 120,887 130 125 iz
Wlost vt Contrad .e.s =7 -8 6 - 400 89,613 -~ 0 307 111,852 161 16) 148
South Asiantic...... . -8 -6 -8 45 61,481 -6 +1 339 78,411 151 139 140
Enst South Control..s.e.. -15 -8 ~10 200 29,943 -13 +1 150 33,628
YWest South Contral...ieseerevovicnes -13 =5 ~6 880 60,647 -8 +3 287 87,817
Honnbuliereseeivnenvanrrrsaascans ‘e =8 -5 -7 EVAN 21,641 -7 0 187 27,628
PaelfiGuivaersrasrvscncrsrrnrscsrvers ~6 32 -9 870 75,101 ~7 -1 247 94,599
Mbometive 31 liefeiiiviiersnersanesas | =11 -4 ~11 a1 17,974 ~8 ~E i 16,476
Uow Hnglontd,cvveerosraanes 28 =18 1B [2) 458 +1f +10 4 68|
e AtlentiRoiecivarsasinarenies ~17 +4 ~18 40 1,084 -8 =L a7 2,348
Bast Horbth Control.esnrasnrasroaiss -£1 ~@ ~16 5 |- 2,148 ] -5 48 4,014
Viogt jiorth Conidol.cresessrrrscnes ~12 +3 ~10 a7 4,837 +a =8 17 2,578
Soubh Atlantioee.enasse cersentae +8 -9 -4 20 2,810 -18 -8 18 1,861
EaAL South Contral civveriraresinnrre | . :
¥eat South Contral.sseivesescrsvine J -4 -1 =it i #8084 -8 -4 0 1,800
L2 S ¥ S TR T T PR ~10 -4 ~11 18 1,080 +0 ¢ 10 L,ie7
PacifiCesssasrssnanrvrsscrassncrvan ~10 +7 ~34 58 R,508 ~-18 0 24 8,898
Elestricel group, tobal.sceseevairrineiea ~11 -8 ~8 618 111,878 ~£0 Tm4 543 128,478
Pull-line ¥holesalerSeeesersses e =13 s -8 880 87,809 =81 =4 f80 108,188
How Bnglondecessseerceansiscraorsen -8 +7 B 81 5,449 -831 ] 8L 5,970
lddle AtlantiCe..e.. arn “es ~L5 -8 -5 50 18,310 ~24 ~7 49 148,908
Eagt Horth Central...... ersure ~12 -8 ~10 7 21,759 -17 ~& 74 P4 ,644 116 las 113
Weat Jorth Contrgl.cersensirvsseiva ~18 ~5 -7 40 9,206 ~86 4] 40 4,822 106 118 100
Soubh Atlantle..iciivonsornesr «re =15 -8 -6 B8 11,101 ~80 -5 86 10,684 iR6 187 118
Bast South Cantral.ceveevsrrrscacnan ~11 ~10 0 e 8,678 ~18 0 B0 4,807 12 PR 106
Winst South Central...v..cvaseess ~18 ~8 -2 48 7,817 =14 ~8 48 9,990 pR:1) 184 Les
[RRTIRIETTS V' PR cees -9 ~7 ~10 28 f,88R 80 0 27 4,874 181 149 1ar
FARI IO iean vacensnranrsarerys ~18 -5 -14 41 18,187 ~28 -B 40 18,7486 100 143 L84
Viring supplies, cunpitructiom )
materinle iubrinttorse e, ivssr e es -9 *7 36| 1ag 6, =11 -8 81 6,846 187 140 1Bl
o Englands se veiviernaas i asirevae ~10 +4 16 148 . 48 +8 +6 ) #he 168 180 lgd
Mddle Atlenticiesrredssrrrsonrnren -3 +186 -6 80 1,197 -8 -R0 20 1,878 188 127 17
Enot Jdorth Seulralesisievecrsenoisa -1l +11 =18 ae 1,71 =18 +8 28 2,198 189 l44 341
Woat Horth Ceatraliseiireercesaneny ~11 +3 ] 8 BG4 26 -7 bl 488 180 186 18
Soubl ALLELELC.araner e rsprreransn ~30 ~10 -9 18 | ] -8 +6 11 788 187 188 141
West Soubh Jantril.sesesssss var +30 +15 ~10 9 870 +8& -6 6 649 134 144 170
PasiTiC. s ianacvsvrvrsonsrancaones -3 +5 ~19 a8 466 P24 +3 7 708 154 198 158
Applisnces and speeislties wholesalers. | #3810 { -8 lop | 1788 -8 4 0 O G 88 13,864 | 101 | 117 .98
How Bugdandee. cosnncarssornscroscns -8 ~14 -~10 18 1,009 -B0 ~11 1z 808 89 124 8¢
Uiddle AtlanbliCerceiisenersocasames +16 43 £d 7,38 ~B1 +5 14 3,573 B0 ' 114 80
Bast Horth Central,eeercsvecarsenca +5 ~8 18 1,990 3L +9 11 1,822 79 11 64
dugt Horth Central.vsciesviscsssoane ~L6 ~18 18 3,088 g +1 g 1,818 169 124 136
South ALlmtle...... ~11 2 18 1,684 ~f -7 L4 1,488 129 118 180
Fagt Soull Centenl,e.... -8B ~13 % 678 -9 ~11 4 680 w 89 . 9B
Wast Boulll CeAlrel.svsersnrareesone -19 +0 [} 699 ~16 ~1 5 1,578 209 R2i8 | B40
LonntEine s vansesresscvioans -8 8 7 BB -7 +3 7 1,180 148 120 lan
Boolfigaciesairarcnrreneraaes +18 +h 8 2,498 -6 -1 ? 1,748 79 24 78
Parni bire and louas furuisiingB.,.ee e . =8 4 4R 4 N 18,848 | +11% il 45 16,981 144 116 168
SHAdLe AtlenbiC. v i arrmesras o +9 +6 e 2,718 441 -11 8 8,844 116 100 1428
Bast Lortl Centraleeveensanrrs ae ~11 0 B 9B0 & a e ¢ [ o B
Wost Jorth £entral..verssrresrrrran ~16 ~4 & 3,418 *89 ~B 8 5,478 el 108 168
: 4] 759
Soubl ALloutiCessvanarasorerassrins +5 +1.0 & [ e e [ c o [}
dest South Centrulseessesissanrense *4 -0 10 1,488 +1 ~1 9 1,958 146 154 188
wounbaing, ooy rnreasiarraen +a +6 -] 7L +18 [o] 6 1,185 188 1738 196
Faniric. ... hresenreaeranrey -8 +4 18 8,187 +8 -8 10 8,741 12 108 131
R T NN ~14 aam so,Ba7 | -8 ) 1R 80,584 | RO | 188 205
' SEAMLE ALILLGeserensnrrraoarasia B 87 7,687 ) o] 19 7,641 14971 150 188
Bagt uorth Cenlralecisrscanrsssees ~17 17 8,349 =4 +1 17 15,007 180 168 l’7“d
desl ol ConirAl iiersvrsvasnsans -0 7 11,088 -9 -4 18 21,678 198 180 1499
Bouth ALIARLAC. ceeneencaoarrraiciny ~13 ab 4,993 ~3 ~5 ol 10,069 287 192 aps
;ms!. Aonth Qunbral eiiaeservoses ~82 12 8,498 o -] e ° ¢ ¢ a
Heat Bouth Uertral.ciicivaroeriones =13 15 4,654 ~8 o 9 6,300 215 810 207
HOUBLALA s vasvacreasnsnsrarsessrsne ~14 11 2,868 3 -4 7 B,445 a2 861 279
PACLLLOcsarsrarereserransersosninne =138 16 7,567 ~14 -2 18 16,990 ans 256 266
Bdiaptvink BUOPLING. ceersvares ) ‘2 el emes| 8y LB 8L 37,84 | 288 | 208 | md
RS e SO SRl b9 | a8 I RN T T
Middle Ablantic... -8B +1L 19 1,41 B -2 i3 1,920 204 177 218
dorth 2 1 5 -2 -7 6 sa9 | 1 | 179 198
gt dorth Centvol.. ~28 +g 1;) ?:; 2 s i b ? s
dant Jtort Cantrile.osrccasiononesn =3 - & Q o :
Houth Atlantde.secvres e -89 -10 8 647 -8 +1 7 1,687 248 188 ! 27
Want Sonth Central ..... ~24 -6 6 2,998 -5 ~7 ] g,;g& 2‘?2 :({;’i g?&;
b L S X S T R PR R ] ~14 +10 10 2,087 -9 ~7 ? ,908 i 5
TOWELT Vs e nssoennsssnassnneronaaransonee | =18 1410 154 ] 8,0 | ~4 ] =1 68 1,388 187 166 210
Hew BEnglande.s «es Cetacrraresnce +1 ] 7 619 ¢ [ [ [ ¢ (] [
Jiddle Atlanticeeee.. - ~13 +11 43 2,484 -9 -8 R0 2,988 168 147 186
Bast Horth véntral c.... s 3,462 +1 5 -8 26 | 4,371 174 159 201
tesh ilortih Jonbral.iesecsisencrans l,]?_;? +18 +8 1a 2,23§ 27"2 189 22:
! AR i 8 e e e
B S o B I S S L
Lumoor and builbiing maboriold, ceeseesss 1 i e 11:!3 e :}‘{5« . 0 ~BG_~___A7.‘3_,_4,5_1_7“ 771.»12 . ‘i}o_ 5 ‘_EUE}
jlddle AtLantic..e.. 3,041 +§ +8 B 958 5] 4 48
v)“,uet‘ iiorth Dentral 1,858 ~16 -1 8 Q44 109 1 114
Jazt iorth Central -] 2,111 e < e o ) © [ ;x
Tonlll Atlantit.ssecssansosnnorvanse -9 th ~17 5] 1,488 ~24 +4 & 7R 131 146 12
W Uontaalies .. -5 ~1 ~19 4 755 o ] o . a [ ] o
ﬁz";ﬁ!’gi’;t - “:-‘. . . Cereenan ~17 =15 ) 4 1,571 -8B =1 4 1,910 180 148 g3
Pucij“j:c ”-““:.. caveenars +1 3 -158 10 2,019 +19 ~8 7 1,986 160 113 173

{Continued on next page)
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Page 3
(DATA ARE SHOWM BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS .HERE FOSIIBLE WIHOUT DISCIOSURE OF T .
‘ e T
Saleg Inventory, end~of-montn {nt cost) Stoeli-anleal
. Percont change October 1949 panel |Fercent chanze b(mtobar 1949 penel ratiog
Kind of businsas — T T -
&nd Octs | Oct, [10 mos. | Mo, of R tad Get. Qet, Ko, of
goouraplic division 1949 1 2049 | 1949 | astab- | oroit* | 1948 | 1946 | omtane ectiaall IO oot. [Smot
from | from from |lishuents values from from  llishwents ralues J_; 45 l; 4{3 13&,‘
Oct. | Sept.|10 mos, roport~ {add 006) Qet. Sept. |report- (add 000) o
1948 | 1949 19480 ing ) 1948 1945 ing
Muchinery equipment, supplies (except

£1e0trieal) s v ieenorinerinssiarionnnnsn ~-18 ~1 -13 48 | §4,081 | 4 =} 83 57,053 206 162 R13
liddle Atlantic..... -44 -4 —25 7 484 E I - I 1011} 127528
Zast North Central.. -1z -3 ~18 12 81y 0 ~L 10 1,329 177 148 172
South Atlantice..... ~11 ~17 -15 [} 243 c e c ¢ c ¢ ¢
Wesat South Central.. ~11 ~7 +5 5 862 +33 -9 4 1,545 254 i85 R54
Pacificesievevonns -R3 +3 -28 8 -1l 4 1,174 720 433 596

MetalSessereronensaes ~-18 +9 ~17 26 ot O AL,495 | 153 o lre 183
Now unglandes.. 30 0 ~27 4 3 ¢ [ ¢ [y T TTTe
Hiddle Atlanticeccsriaieroans . -13 +15 -12 4 » © e [ < [ ¢
Bast North Central.eevvsvinessnsanss -3 o ~R2 & 1,049 +22 10 4 1,758 177 100 194

Optical goods. s eiervacsinesnssanenanss 4 R +5 8 240 -5 -5 4 116 108 lag o8

Painls and varTdahesevssescreeoroserrsee ] +_2 +12 ;6’ o B85 6,1_15!3 -4 g 47 14,800 228 256 RER

Plumbing and heating supplies.e.e.eees . N % HY -4 | -l I I N IR v
New lngzlandeseevacsonnone ceseerae -5 +16 14 7 [ c c c 3 ¢ ¢
Middle Atiantic..e.. Crevereee ~17 -4 -17 16 1,088 -6 -8 6 805 le2 146 les
Lkast North Centralesecss. -3 +8 =7 hEN 1,572 -1 -1 9 1,46u 123 136 127
Weat North Central......, ~15 -5 ~11 1 1,364 —d - 9 1,210 86 83 93
South Atlantit.sseees.. - -

East South Contraleesecssseoreeesses =16 +5 -18 27 5,800 -32 "?_ 2 6,383 i 146 127

Refrigeration equipment, parts

COMMETCLEL) ¢ v 4 s vravessssnnesnnrsusanon = -7 -8 30 | _1,043 -8 +1 4 | k364 287 308 760
Hiddle Atlantic.... rerieanncans +8 -4 -5 3 240 [ ¢ G ) ) [ @
East Horth Central. verierinenas -1 =14 +2 5 1a7 ~8 +2 4 487 398 417 B5R2
South AtLlanticescoiereisiunaronenass +1 -3 -5 8 4L +11 +9 6 £93 246 224 a1
Paclldca . iiiriiiiriiciiniiinanens ~i4 -2l ~17 7 o A7 ~14 [¢] 7 547 B1l6 318 R5L

Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies.. . 2 N 5 5,440 o 38 139 118 135
hiiddle Atlantdc.evesreorvicnrvonnans il 7 305 +1 4 P2 3Ls w72
kast North Central. +7 8 2,248 cH ? 119 S8 113
South Atlantic... -4 5 314 [ © < c [ c
West South Centrale.vesorersvnennnss -1 4 243 [ © [ e [ o [}

BEETs s s s resaesasranrannensenses 0| -1 +6 a4 Lesl | s | 4y 826 | 37 38| 34
liddle Atlantic... ~10 ~1d +19 B8 363 *10 R 7 86 23 P 2
kast Horth Central.s.. —4 -8 -8 1z 479 +9 —4 10 i74 59 35 39
Hest North Uentral.... +7 ~l2 +16 ) 872 +17 -t1 5 102 12 12 12
South Atlantice.sessesns . <15 ~14 +3 8 307 +58 ~13 5 198 70 49 7%
fast South Central.vesesserrcrsenany ~12 <14 -10 6 72 +14 + 5 106 147 13 1l
O -5 ~18 +1 s 224 [ c | e [ [ [ [

Uhendeals, 1ndustidole..uverasees,.. Coun -20 +7 =21 13 L, 484 d +5 10 1,071 a5 78 81

. e o - H e g

Clothing and furnislings {except ‘

B1088) 1esssiueastia et verai e |l ~20 24 -11 a gyt | d04 | 1erd es
Lidddle Atdanticevsesevienruronnensons E3Y -2 1- u oo B N « G e
sl Horth Central,.oieeionuanee,na, -7 -1 & e i @ w e [ ¢
UOULh Gt )entiessesieiissiinnersinroe -7 - 4 < < ’ © a o 4 o

! ]

L B kT w -tk b 5 by95R | 201

SR Lo EY s 4 v ve e tnesinrtsonrnnesans ..mRL o an ,i 3 4 o T N
Hiddle Allenticevessvarsrvasenrsnees ~4 % ~lg o -5 4 166 51
tast Horth Gentraleve.ovuvao, ~10 4 < c c [ [

West Horth Central.vevevsruisn. + 4 +15 +9 4 280 77
South ALLANGICseveesrvsernnnasnense -4 13 g +3 7 210 116
Lgsl South Cenbtraleeeesevversesnsans - 6 ¢ E} [ c [

Lairy and poultry productsesiecvesvieoes +4 15 28 ~&3 ; iy 2,068

Drugs sud sundries (liquor excluded)s ... | =B | .+ 1ty tE 4l 147 G, MGe |
New Lnglandees.sosissssiioeesnases -b +2 14 +d 48 11 3,545
ididdle Atlantic..eees.s ~7 O =5 +4 +65 i8 2, 488
sast North Central.. -4 +1 25 R i +7 ¥ 9,560
West Horth Central.. ~4 +1 RE 5,004 +7 +6 19 9,119 1&g 1s9 163
Buuth Atlantic....... wty 2 k(%) L,ave +h 5 it 7,779 37 192 179
Lust South Central.. -8 U 18 By %) 34 14 by 587 k03 201 170
Weul, South Cartlratesssnces s -7 +h v Logadads RIS 1 kR FIRCU Y p ) AL 198
Hourtadne.oovivininen s i} 0 el RS 8 o Y % UgR 0% 178 la7
Facifia.. R -1 Q X 6,46y L 44 i 18 1,68y 183 183 178

B T _ o=l g 45,934 il S R £:3 i W60k 1 due 179
New 21pland-«ovesveiineinusessrnnins ~4 o PYAS - =1 3] THB 8b 118
Middle Atiantic......, eseserans -1z -2l 45 N -7 4 R9 8,656 183 Loz
ast Horth Gentral.......... ~18 -18 15 2,866 ~-10 +5 15 4,048 173 les
Hest North Centraliveeeva,, ~11 -16 13 7,011 -11 +h 13 1,61 168 169
South Atlantic..... -18 22 2F 3,018 -1 <1 17 54175 lay 158
Laat South Central.... -R35 ~23 17 Ltk -7 ) Ll 2,509 1684 139
Wast, ‘South Central. i1 ~18 15 FRRIH A - +1 13 X ,808 150 178
BOUNLBin.es st et vae s aaens -7 -1l () BYy 2 & 3 L, 2se 147 128
i N +7 -7 L7 byl e -7 El 14,714 2oy 2440

L RN +7 -10 16 12,800 i 41 El als a6 77

Frash Pruits ond vepetablos.eeeissesves e -4 ~t 68 8,4 =i Ve &y 20 o
Wemt Lt danide s s e v evnraanss Cpa -4 ~ih ha 2 ¥y Vi ] 17 07
Llddle ALlantice.siaa. -1y -1k ~10 das Lyt i3 vib 1L g 20
kast Novrth Gentral...... =10 +5 i I &yt Lk 41 14} 44 a7
B R B 5 +14 -1 iy & B4l u 3 o o ¢ ¢
sl SOULH Centrslevisiisrrasveanvse =l -3 -t [ W @ o o oy ¢ 'y ¢
LT N ~16 +3 -4 4 1h i 5 v e I3 [} [

(Lontined on nest page)
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Page 4

OCTOBER 1949

(DATA ARE SHONN BY GEOGRAFHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBIE WITHOUT DISCLOSURES OF INDIVIDUAL OFERATIONS }

- . Sales Inventory, end~of-month {at cost) Stock logt
v Clc-g:
Kind of businsss ercont change October 1949 panel | Percent chenge| October 1849 panel rati:se
and Oct, | Oct 10 mos. | No, of :
geographic division 1948 1945 1949 ! es;:ab- R:gg{ted ggz; ggz; I::i‘;e:f Reported
from |from | from |lishmants ol from | from |3 doller | Oct. | Oob, | Sept
shments ° ¢ opt .
ggzé ?.;i; o} 10 mo‘aJ « |report~ (a:;:lggg ) Got. Sept. |report~ ( (vl:lugg) 1949 | 1848 | 1949
Groceries, total 4 = =L 1062 d 16 i
N ersetsecnerartestatnannn - -4 -2 596 $102,55¢ | -6 +4 413 l
Non-affiliated full~line wholesalers®, b =1 -3 851 53' 17 §119,067 1as 247 132
New E0GLANGoeesoesasssansessnsasaras | =& | <4 - : 2.8 =4 +6 237 61,8971 146 15| 126
Hiddle Ablanticeseesecsssersenesases | =B | =14 0 24 3,707 0 " . Losel w4l )
East North Osnbralececsescsrss -5 - ’ 9 b 14 8,805 127 116 103
. . 5 ) +1 56 9,481 3
West North Central.. % -6 . 58 10°762 z . it L,az2| 161} 1574 138
South Atlentic..s..s e b es ' i T ot 14,8081 152 168 183
East South Central.. eve =15 -13 12 2 o py b & 5,724 126 181 118
West South Centrel.. Tl s el s o el o 2 85,0001 1301 2 e
cereenen v a0y s 2 89 e c " 5 14,021 149 1281 127
PacifiCeseercscecercasanne -n--: -1l -4 +2 lg pgd i " i 3,904 168 208 159
Yorumt o te . 8,057 ~23 0 5 2,687 | 117| 181 115
oluntary-group Wi P .e - R -
D il = L T 1 B L e e Rt
Middle Ablantic... = 9] -8 4 - e - " 5 e I
East Norbh Contral.ss.... 4 8 . s » -27 +1 19 9,281 is8 225 183
West North Central | s 1 8,837 4 5 8 10,668 | a7 | 135| 128
South Atlentic.. =10 -10 +6 % Ve A P = 3,587 ise 168 192
Sous - 9 1,816 -7 +6& 6 1,029 188 1zv 111
L3 % o ¥ O T TR T PP P R R TR ) -6 -3 -7 6 5,648 ~15 -1 6 6,592 11w 129 115
Retailer-cooperative wareh cerens +3 4+ +8 ) ' )
Hiddle AtlanbtiCeesasssnsscavsssosves +7 +2 +9 lg g’ég: -S 5 12 4,98¢ 128 136 121
West North Centralicescesssssscessve +14 -1 +10 4 2'294 el . . p : e :
South AtlantiC.eesssconrrersessasene -8 -4 -6 4 1,026 (] : : b . . .
, 3 [ ¢ [
S8pecialty lines wholepalerS.cescsersee =
e iz smtemterec o Ll eSS
Middle Atlentic...csasss 1| #11 -5 21 8,924 -8 -5 1: 5 o o -
Rast North Cemtral... +14 0 +8 12 "e5s +7 +8 7 1';51 b b ne
South Atlentic..... +5 -1 +1 26 1,835 +8 +16 17 1 849 58 65 5¢
Fest South Centrel... e 4 e . '502 . . : »877 81 184 112
West South Central... +2 +10 -4 4 858 [ [ c z : ?: .
PoCifiCessesnsscsssasssnsnacsancanae -4 +16 ~11 18 1,920 -6 -2 9 751 148 192 1'7;
Teather and shoe £indingBeeveasescssnssees <12 «9 «18 32 56! - -
Middle Atlentica. 36 | 14 3 7 43 lt ,l, 12 o0 a9 989 223
Eagb North Centrtleessscescssoscossce -2 +6 ~10 6 112 o © L] Z . . .
Went North Oentralesvecessrasssnsess -9 ] -9 ] 88 o e [ [ 2 g 2
PacifiCeessvvrassarnrersrcscrsractses -16 -14 -18 7 243 e e ¢ e c ¢ ]
Meats and meat Productdescrccscecrrssene ~16 =12 =12 40 19,810 -21 ol
Middle Atlentic.escasrsnesvassscases =11 +3 ~12 i 9 8,727 =11 -i 83 i:g;‘ﬁ.g gg 837 ig
Hagh North Contral.isececsccvcrssnnoa ~-19 ~15 -l4 18 7,872 T-27 -6 13 2,598 85 89 82
PacifiCasessessovscnee cssassnen ~9 -7 -5 ] 3,396 +1 +5 4 524 80 29 a9
Papelx\; e:ng.m g:n groducts.. s ;‘; :; -ig 6;. s,;;ez Y +1 86 8,118 125 180 120
sesrsenen D = [3 [3
Middle AblantiC.esssse -9 -2 «13 18 2,036 -8 -2 lg. 95; ’78 ‘3; 72
Rast North Central.. -7 +8 «11 19 3,614 ~11 +1 12 2,541 115 120 180
West North Ceatral.. ~11 -4 ~10 4 288 e [ ] ! [ c e e
South AtlantiCiesscerssscss -6 +4 ~-12 6 555 ¢ ] c [ ) e ¢
PecifiCescarercssoerronsan +2 -12 =1 5 1,042 e 3 ° [ ] ° °
PetrOloUNls ceseransasvscsnsoronsersrcosess ~16 ~10 =10 25 2,765 -3 +8 £5 2,672 97 a3 B85
Shoes snd other LOOLWERTsscassversrassne ~18 ~23 -8 29 22,247 -5 -1 22 49,853 287 207 176
New FngloanGesesccssrescee ~29 -22 =21 4 504 e [ [ c ) c ¢
1iddle Atlentice... -15 -831 =4 6 548 4 e c ¢ ] 4 ]
West North Central..... +1 - =9 -2 4 1,662 [ e ] a ] c ¢
Soubh Atlentic.ees. «22 ~36 ~13 4 1,310 e ¢ c o [ o e
PACiTiC.esvocsrsvssarreravicrnnvocse -8 ~11 -39 6 815 e e c e e e .1
Toba;‘co gzc}::ge........................ —g —; -é 276 89,072 -2 ] 162 16,408 64 83 60
e asanses - . 24 2,944 +7 +3 15 748 59 56 B4
¥iddle Atlantic.... -5 -5 -8 62 12:961 -4 +2 40 7,134 71 £9 65
East North Central.s.ess -6 -5 0 59 7,983 -1 ~8 29 2,898 59 57 60
ges:bﬁziih (éintral. -g -4 -3 44 5,448 +1 +9 26 2,208 66 64 57
out antlcesaes - -2 0 18 3,480 -8 -4 16 1,610 50 53 51
East South Central, +16 0 +2 8 ’686 +12 +7 4 '349 76 87 73
Wesh South Central... +8 0 +6 28 2,148 +4 +4 2 551 48 46 45
Mountaifeeesccos +5 4] +6 15 1,082 +2 ~16 12 488 82 89 95
PacifiCecesserss -2 ~18 0 1ls 2,390 +1 +2 8 427 58 &6 B0
Wines end mpirits® -7 +8 e 264 67,582 +3 +8 210 77,858 148 182 145
New Englends... 0 +25 [ 20 3,258 ~28 +3 15 2,768 82 7L 149
Middlie AtlantiCeesssssssvesssssnsssn +7 +14 L] 41 23,600 =3 +6 37 22,296 126 140 RN
» 2%
,Bagt North Central.secesees . -8 -3 ¢ 49 10,008 +8 +7 a8 11,425 158 135 187
Wost North Centraleseessvee . ] +10 ¢ 27 5,145 +3 +5 21 4,044 130 129 187
. -21 +8 [ 44 8,804 +6 +9 40 14,864 ai7e 182 169
East South Centralesasses . ~B5 ~10 L 15 2,423 14 +3 k) 8,819 158 134 1439
Wast South Contral.secsssserss . ~88 +1 ¢ 27 5,899 +12 +18 20 8,721 194 104 162
. -8 +9 ] 16 2,228 -7 +2 i 2,384 138 180 132
. +16 +20 e 25 6,727 +89 +12 14 8,08k 162 a1 168
M18CO11BNe0UB, seesarcavsanssracsscessnss ~10 -8 =11 12 2,217 -16 -6 & 1,891 248 283 268
¥

E-d

Tnsufficient data to show geparately.

o ae T

Pased on reports submitted by wholegale
at the wholesale levels

atates comprising geographic diviaiona:
New

Pogland - (Conn., Maine, Mesge, NeHe, ReIa,y Vho)

Middle Atlantic = (NeJe, Ne¥e, Pa

Bast North Central - (111., ind., Mich., Ohlo, Wis.)

Not affilisted with voluntary or cooperat:

Stock~sales ratios are percentages derived by &
ness) for en identical group of firms reporbing
Includea reports recelved oo 1ate for inclusion im pr

ive groupss
rs lopated in the so-called "llcens!

West North Central - {Towa, Kense, Himm., ¥o., Nebre,
N. Deke, Se Dako)

South Atlentis = (Del., D«

1viding mtooks, &b ooms, bY total calos {tneluaing
inventories in conjuction with saled.
evious monthly trends.

ARY QAP0 AuipMontE wad soRELEBMERD Budds

Hast South Central - (Ale., Ky., Miss., Tentis)
West South Central - {aric., Le., Okle., Tox. }

Mountain - {Ariz., Colo., Ideho, Mont., Hev.,

Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)

N. Mexico, Utah, Viyo.)

" States which do not have State control or mopopoly distridution

0., Fla., Ge., M., NeCey S.Ce, Vao, o Vol
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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential reports
submitted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 3,729 wholesale houses in
various lines of trade.

SALES )

Wholesale dollar sales in November registered a gain of 2 percent over the previous month
but were still 6 percent lower than November sales a year ago. Ragionally, declines from Wovember
1948 were reported from all geographic divisions, However, small to moderate month-to- month
gains were noted for all areas, except the East South Central region, which indicated a decline of 2
percent, and the West North Central region, which reported little or no change. The South Atlantic
region, with an increase of 6 percent, showed the highest gain over the previous month.

Cumulative sales for the first eleven months of 1949 were 8 percent below the same period
of 1948, While most trades were lower than a year ago, beer, drugs, grocery retailer-cooperative
warehouses, optical goods and surgical equipment were from 1 to 7 percent higher,

INVENTORIES ,

Wholesalers’ inventories at the end of November rose slightly (1%) above the October stock
level but were 10 percent lower than stocks on hand a year ago. According to the reports of 2,754
establishments reporting inventories in conjunction with sales, the November stock-sales ratio of
143 remained at the same level as a month ago but was 4 points below November 1948,

RETAIL TRADE

November sales of independent retail stores, as presented in the Bureau’s Monthly Retail

Trade Report, were 4 percent above the previous month but 2 percent lower than November 1848,

Cumulative sales for the first eleven months of 1949 were 2 percent below the corresponding period
in 1948,

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES"
(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only).

INDEX 1939 MONTHLY AVERAGE = 100 , IHDEX
- %00 - : : X
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*BASED ON REPORTS COMPILED FROM THIS SURVEY |
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

NOVEMBER 1949
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEHOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS VMERE POSSIBLE WLTHOUT DISCLCSURES OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)
Sales , Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales®
- 7 ratios
Kind of business Percent change November 1949 panel | Percent change | Novembsr 1949 pansl
and Hov. | Nov. |11 mos. | No. of Rov. Nov. No. of
geographic division 1949 | 1948 | 1849 | estab- | 2oPOTEed | g0 | josg | estep— | BepOrted
from | from | from |lishments dollar from from |lishments dollar Nov. | Nov. Oct.
values values - 1949 ] 1948 1949
Nov. | Oct. 111 mos. | report- (add 000) Nov. Octe repori- (2dd 000) | -
1948 | 1949 | 1e948b ing 1948 | 1949 ing .| Ve W
i .
United SbabOSsceeenrereranrresneanes -6 +2 -8 | 3,720 | 4713,5% ~10 #1 | 2,754 | %8av,e88 | 148 ] 147 143
New BAEIaNdsscsenesssaeserannsnsnannens | =B | 4 -9 gas | 0,088 | -15 -1 !
MLdALe AVLBOtECesrrnrenrenrrerennrnrrne | & | 42 -6 704 | 148,055 3 2 s | vaaes| | im 19
East North Central.,. tesreressanaes -6 +2 -8 730 118,921 =10 =1 552 125:629 129 135 130
ges:thzgh 29111;181. . tstesssonnen -4 [ -8 410 92,807 ~7 0 814 116,996 153 165 150
o B0b1Ce e etesvssvecerssransanans -6 +6 -8 481 73,852 -1 +1 866 82,583 138 144 144
Eagt South Central tseresnrsrsanenne ~15 -8 =1l 19 26,202 ~8 +1 137 28,839 145 185 141
Westb South Contral.eececivecessansss -9 +4 -7 824 65,5385 -6 +1 242 72,386 160 155 . 164
Igountain...........'. secrarvrrsacessseve -8 +3 -7 179 23,175 -~z +2 146 80,290 154 157 154
AL L Cesaesnncnssssarecsvecsrennannnane -5 +2 -9 417 94,452 -8 +1 281 117,248 158 168 161
Autcmotive BUPPLi6Biiieiseicarsosnrocnas =10 ~5 ~11 253 1,004 .
Hew England.veeecansveserecens .o ~24 -8 =16 8 ,422 ) -?x 2 ln& 16’802 22?: 20: 222
Middle AtlantiC.eesesenees .. -9 +3, -12 36 898 -4 +1 33 1,814 224 212 221
East Horth Central.eessass -9 ~5 -16 54 3,303 -7 +1 a2 4: 870 186 186 182
West North Central, anesn «10 ~10 ~10 42 4,132 =1 =1 1B 2,734 259 206 232
South Atlantic.s..s .e -3 -5 -4 7 2,089 -8 +*2 10 946 258 246 2387
South Central.... .. -3 =11 =10 13 1,893 ~20 +4 8 921 257 240 211
Mountain.ceeeeees seseresensriee -9 -5 -1l 16 978 +21 +6 8 1,062 248 214 237
PacifiCriecesesirascssesccnransasanes ~14 -8 -14 58 2,257 -20 [+] 23 3,212 3z 341 292
Electrical group, t0t8licsccesnceacscnns -13 0 -8 821 118,769 =26 =3 551 124,084 112 131 Ptk
F\%l.;léﬁ;l whglesulers sasevressenssaen -lz —i :: 401 81,868 ~27 -1 391 14'34 4687 117 138 116
alevessenvvreasns crse - 31 5,834 ~36 [ a1 5,962 1
Middle Atlantie...... vees -17 +1 -6 48 13 :3?4 -26 +3 47 14 :07'7 %’7 i:”;; ;%g
Wost Novth Oentrel. Gl G| el | Tke| | 5| | B me| | o=
ceresens - - - - -2 40 10,182 106 116 5
South AULANtiC,ee..ssseess ET -5 59 1,266 | -2a| s2 56 20600 | 19| 10| 108
East South Centraleesssess -30 -3 -8 25 3,759 n22 -1 28 4,40 ‘12 108 113
West South Central... -21 -1 4 45 8,252 ~21 -4 45 11,581 140 | 140 143
MountedNeeevesoosanss -19 +2 ~11 29 3,578 ~19 -2 29 4,457 125 125 180
20 i T =14 -4t ~14 49 14,654 -1 +3 48 17,870 118 150 uE-)
Wiring supplies, construction .
materials 4lstributorScieececsvaneasaes -14 +1 ~18 114 6,627 ~15 +1 78 6,032 129 iz8 126
New Buglandeereescesosescscsnsnesnes ~10 +14 =15 1z 458 +2 -2 4 186 75 170 180
Middle Atlanbic....... ~1l -3 =6 a0 1,207 -4 +3 21 1,869°7 148 184 188
Engt North Central. =6 +6 ~16 22 1,687 ~18 -4 18 1,725 122 186 184
West North Central. =20 =7 -8 ? 833 ~16 +21 5 603 126 111 938
South AblantiCeeecsccesnsorocesoncna -1 +1 ~30 18 1,228 -24 +1 14 1,198 111 100 109
West South Central.icicvecsvsacocces +8 +4 -9 1 737 -26 =10 5 328 118 186 138
PACifiC.csecraorncnrossanncessnsnnae ~15 -4 -18 8 259 =18 +1 7 423 169 <176 188
Appliences and specialties wholesalers.. +13 +7 <1 106 20,778 -28 -2 82 13,365 82 128 S0
HNew EnglanGesseccscsescsessavesssans +12 +9 -6 12 1,310 -22 +22 10 1,080 96 139 87
Middle Ablantic.... +33 +23 +6 26 9,182 ~36 -6 15 8,869 59 118 80
Fast Horth Central. +21 +10 0 14 2,008 -81 -8 10 1,177 68 123 a8
West Noarth Central. = -3 ~10 12 1,371 -18 -3 1o 1,749 1381 156 130
South AtlanticC.e... -12 ~23 .—7 20 2 »603 -25 ~7 19 2,265 6 118 85
West South Central. seneserasn =-19 +10 ~13 & 525 [ e ¢ ] e e L]
Mountaibesssesseees -18 -2 ~-23 6 625 =12 +6 8 962 1g8 189 168
+18 411 5 9 2,747 -84 -5 B 1,508 57 108 &7
+8 +4 -8 53 34,316 +& -4 44 15,982 131 137 143
+16 +6 -2 14 3,162 +18 ~11 10 2,185 97 loz2 112
East North Centrel. -1 -2 -7 ] 905 ° < ) c < ] °
West Narth Cenbralescesss esve -3 +6 ~14 5 3,49 +6 -8 5 4,943 141 128 168
South Atlantic... +43 -10 4] 5] 684 c o e e [ [ ]
Mountain....... +25 +21 +3 1 1,032 -3 +8 5 1,281 178 256. 185
PacifiCsvessasne +1 -3 =12 iz 38,048 +2 0. 10 3,741 127 129 124
HordWaree,.ssessscees -18 -8 =14 142 48,8189 -8 -1 14 88,576 pak 3 a1 188
New Englandeevseacesanee eveen 14 -3 15 4 510 -5 -2 4 1,526 299 270 297
Middle AtlentiC.cecavens ~11l -7 ~10 28 7,364 ~10 +1 28 10,078 157 156 143
EBast North Central. . -4 -8 ~13 18 9,602 =18 -5 18 17,186 179 199 178 .
West Horth Central. ~14 -8 ~14 18 10,494 =7 L 18 25,082 2820 03 180
South Atlantic... -8 +3 =11 28 4,917 ~11 0 19 9,647 223 229 28
East South Central. w26 |- -1l 17 11 3,080 +3 +11 5 8,081 2r2 168 169
West South Central.... -18 -5 ~13 14 3,959 ~10 =3 8 5,212 230 24 219
HoundBiNesssseoereonrs N -19 -13 <12 8 :é,astg) g 4: 1?. 1:,22; :3: :/;{63 ::;
PacifiCecnecsrcnsensenccnascararane ~17 -2 -19 i3 »36 - - ¥
Tndustrial SUPPLI®S..esseeecsoesenssonss | =26 -5 -16 86 8,808 -7 -2 15 15,766 | 295§ 191 228
Hew England..ise. . . %34 «3 -16 8 665 +16 +3 7 1,932 318 236 295
Mlddle Ablantic..... . =31 +1 -23 1z 867 ~15 +1 8 1,168 222 191 218
East Horth Central. . -27 -8 ~14 10 765 -3 +1 7 594 211 189 187
West North Central. . =12 14 -10 7 602 L] c [ c ] ¢ e
South AtlentiCesesecescs . ~38 -4 -2¢ 9 649 ~14 -3 8 1,569 245 176 2438
. =27 0 -12 8 8,475 -4 ~1 ? 6,696 229 izl 229
. PBcifiCsessescaresvecassreransasanss =23 =11 =16 10 1,780 15 -8 7 3,560 229 206 215
JOWOLTY cvavssnnsrvvsosssssunsesrenssosns -9 +8 ~16 1439 9,225 -8 -3 78 12,301 167 164 189
Middle Atlantic.. vesene -2 +5 ~18 40 2,441 -0 -5 14 2,085 121 14 138
Eest North Central. . -12 +11 «15 a4 2,714 =11 -3 28 8,316 | 152 i85 177
¥Yiest HWorth Central...... sevenn -1 +11 -11 13 1,339 +7 -6 10 1,994 192 158 228
South Atlantic... eane ~24 +1 ~14 5 287 c e 3 o e [ ]
Bouth Central.. cene -6 +30 ~16 6 815 -12 -8 5 664 281 248 812
PacifiGeceeeaes cesesrnassn ~9 +6 -16 29 2,040 -5 ] 19 8,908 206 199 218
Tumber and building materiaifeiecensssne +3 +1 -8 57 12,008 ~18 +4 85 9,066 | 105 128 105
Middle Atlantic.ecesnasonen -12 ~5 ] 14 2,880 +8 +3 [ 282 ' 52 41 49
Rast North Centrel.. +3 -12 ~18 1 1,260 =20 -1 8 960 g7 135 86
West North Central.. [} +5 +2 5 2,168 e [ [ 4 ¢ c L]
South Atlantic..... -8 -8 ~16 7 867 -25 -5 5 208 83 65 59
East South Central, +14 -9 -17 4 688 o [ ] e ] [ L3
MountBileceseossesvrsassssernnsaonsa +43 +39 -8 4 2,182 -2 +4 4 1,985 9L 178 122
PacifiCeccecrsensosserocaronsoonsire -2 -~10 -1 9 1,597 +10 +10 k4 2,210 202 180 160

yorss”

{Continued on next page).




WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
NOVEMBER 1849

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEDGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURL OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Page 3

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (&t cost) Stook-sales®
Kind of business Percent change November 1948 panel | Percent chenge | November 1949 panel ratios
and Nov. | Nov. [1l mos.| No. of Nove Nov. No. of
geographic division ‘1940 | 1949 | 1049 | ostab~ | FOPOMEd | 1049 | 1949 | astab~ | RePSTted
from | from | from |lishments 1 r from, | from |[lishments :l §§°vé Yove | Qct.
Nov. | Oct. {11 mos. | report— ( zd 838) Nov. "Oct. report— values 94 1948 | 1949
1948 | 1940 | 1o48b a 1948 | 1949 ing | (add 000)
s rd y
Machinery equipment; supplies {except
©1ectrLeal) e vecceriarsrronronsroncenenn -18 ~13 =12 - 47 $5,519 +9 +4 88 $10,161 223 181 183
Uiddle AblantiCecassrsanssssee -86 -2 ~25 7 694 «10 0 4 ag? 220 156 210
Eagt North Central. -5 =1 =18 10 687 +2 -2 8 1,048 160 151 170
South Atlantie,. «18 -12 ~16 8 745 -5 -5 5 1,815 268 202 227
West South Central.. +8 ~25 +4 6 1,804 +28 +9 5 4,056 230 202 157
PacifiCiesscsavencncanracscsnsnnnren 0_ +20 ~-26 7 481 +8 +1 4 1,226 429 499 687
B ~28 ~12 -18 24 6,455 -2 +1 20 10,846 171 134 151
=5 -4 +2 11 260 ~26 +5 4 114 110 153 101
=20 ~24 =9 53 4,612 -13 -6 46 13,063 292 270 295
=15 =8 ~15 81 9,604 ~25 0 58 10,402 130 149 120
-10 -l4 -3 | 7 348 [ c ) e ) [ [
-7 =12 ~17 17 812 ] +1 9 749 168 155 148
<17 [ =20 -8 12 1,130 -8 -2 10 1,497 | 1s0| 187 123
-10 «10 =11 10 1,167 -17 +2 9 1,284 107 117 96
=13 =g ~18 19 4,189 -32 -1 19 5,117 iaz 156 118
-1l -7 -1l 8 1,140 -38 ] [ 1,176 125 160 117
~-38 -8 ~-23 4 598 [ ¢ ¢ ¢ c c ¢
+13 +1 =6 27 857 -7 0 20 2,117 279 352 230
+8 ~10 -6 [] 215 c e [ [] ¢ [ e
+55 +24 +2 & 300 +11 +3 ] €10 203 288 246
PaclfiCeescccecicancncacacnnncirosss +7 +7 -16 5 105 =19 -5 4 812 309 416 347
Surgical, medicel, squipment, mupplies.. +18 +3 +3 26 8,240 +28 -5 19 8,866 | 117 108 130
Middle Atlentic..eeceersvensorarsnse -2 0 -2 [ 224 +2 *4 4 185 226 222 217
Eagt North Central.cccesareonnseocnss +16 +6 +7 8 2,377 +37 -8 6 2,898 97 85 113
South AtlanticG.cicesecisasescosesans +17 -6 -7 5 296 0 -3 4 411 145 170 148
West South Central esresesssases +1 -6 -1 4 228 J e e [ c e L]
BBOTessservennnsinen -2 +1 +6 48 2,327 -1 =11 36 701 82 32 86
-12 -5 +16 8 800 +15 | -5 6| 70 24 18 24
Xagt North Central..... -4 -1 -8 13 502 +8 -2 12 200 42 as 42
+6 +3 +15° & 896 +3 ~12 3 \ 90 11 11 12
=10 +2 +2 3 3138 -5 ~36 5 146 51 54 70
+4 +10 +1 5 247 -4 -3 4 146 63 68 (23
Chemicala, industrialecscccssecossrascass -6 ~11 ~20 13 1,177 =5 ~1 10 1,191 124 117 108
Clothing and furnishings {except shoes). ~44 ~44 -28 20 1,914 =13 =20 13 2,250 168 s 117
O0BLe vanesserascsncososesnssnsansocoonne ~5 +58 -85 1] 6,187 ~48 ~21 4 4,689 157 308 216
ConfectionoTYcassrvacnsoosssascsarsscans -8 0 -3 47 1,770 +10 +1 26 1,178 108 84 99
Middle Atlantice.ss. -12 +8 =5 7 309 +5 +11 4 131 78 58 68
East North Central... =11 +6 =11 5 163 e [ e [ ¢ ¢ ]
South ASlantiCe.cecesavenecacs Y -5 +4 -4 13 278 +2 o 7 211 110 105 116
East South Contral.vecssrevscas e -1 +9 =2 8 212 +8 +16 4 48 93 85 88
PacifiCesavontrrsncrocasssssnsssoncs =17 ~13 -8 5 362 ¢ e e [ e ) ]
Dairy and poultry productf..eceescecacce -10 *1 -15 27 5,779 ] +4 18 2,289 44 39 43
Drugs and sundries {liquor exeluded}.... +2 +2 +1 185 - 48,648 +2 -4 142 65,958 175 176 187
Hew Bnglendescecsoscesonceninnsssens +8 +1 +3 iz 2,436 +5 -2 -10 3,491 B3 176 189
Kiddle Atlantic. -8 -1 [} 25 8,917 +1 -4 1B 9,082 167 181 178
Kast North Central... 0 +1 +1 29 8,317 -3 ~4 22 9,965 157 161 163
West North Central.. +8 +3 +1 21 - 5,617 +2 -6 18 8,238 o 178 186
Bouth Atlentlocsvsececsces +6 +H +2 29 5,586 +38 -2 21 7,166 180 pt) 201
Tast South Centralisseces. *3 +1 o 15 3,028 -4 -5 11 4,330 177 188 196
West South Central.visc e +10 +9 +6 25 5,854 +8 -7 18 8,699 180 196 223
+2 w2 0 1 2,051 +7 -6 9 3,861 | 19a| 185 202
PaclflCuerensrcecnnenansnsncasonsaas o -3 -1 i8 6,842 +4 - 15 11,126 182 181 184
DIY GOO€Bacsnsonsarsnsssseocsonansnnnsras -3 - -8 -20 154 89,536 -2} -8 150 63,238 176 194 168
New EnglanGesceesscosasess +9 -7 =11 8 859 =25 -3 8 761 89 129 B3
Middle AtlentiCeiecseocnsces =15 -3 ~20 42 6,488 -7 -4 28 8,079 180 185 185
East North Conbralessceisecones ~3 +2 ~17 15 2,918 -9 -5 15 4,708 16l 172 178
=5 ~12 ~15 10 5,682 ~9 -7 9 10,213 181 189 170
-17 +2 ~-22 21 2,790 ~16 -11 18 4,677 173 170 199
-11 [+ -22 pv4 1,890 ~12 -14 11 2,288 161 166 184
-8 -11 ~18 13 1,780 -32 -2 13 2,683 155 211 142
Hounbain,cassaenconsnscenoas ~17 -7 ~12 6 514 -14 -5 5 891 182 189 186
Pecifitssvecasacsncevcessssorareanss 4l -§ ~6 15 3,°78 +7 -3 ] 6,538 256 251 260
Farm eupplioBeceicecevcrcsarrsorscrssans =10 ~18 ~10 21 2,586 +5 +3 9 9438 91 &3 86
Fresh fruits and vagetablea. teesvenennns +8 +87 -5 68 5,950 =7 +i2 46 1,106 28 29 80
~23 +9 -15 10 882 0 =14 [] 36 12 10 17
+11 +27 -8 17 1,374 ~28 +25 11 55 10 3 9
Fast Noxrth Central... +18 +52 0 1 1,628 ~6 +5 9 413 46 54 Sl
South Atlanticee.. +14 -8 +11 8 888 +14 +35 5 84" 30 34 24
Ecot South Central..ccerssessseccsse -6 T © -6 B 278 ] o c ] c e a
Groceried, to0tAl.sevicssceccccranrsanasne 0 +4 -2 687 121,608 -4 +1 505 186,170 145 152 149
Ron-affiliated full-line wholeselers E/ o +3 =1 439 58,899 -4 +1 816 67,886 147 1538 150
Kow Boglandeecessnssesvesosssnnnaans -10 -4 -7 7 1,412 -1 +2 4 1,969 166 151 158
MUiddle AtlantlOeeeceessrse ~7 +1 -1 26 4,067 -6 Y3 15 4,446 138 187 139
+3 +5 +2 124 9,680 -2 -1 96 11,175 158 164 lez
+9 +8 +9 56 11,874 +2 +1 _ 46 15,765 145 185 155
~1 +2 =7 57 5,884 «5 =1 ‘86 5,176 125 138 129
-8 ~1 =11 85 8,687 ~11 +1 28 4,098 186 139 183
-2 +2 -4 93 18,512 -7 -1 72 15,737 143 150 147
~13 -7 -7 17 2,035 ~10 +14 14 4,317 287 231 190
-1 4 +2 14 6,198 -4 +3 5 5,203] 140] 188 144

(Continued on next

page)



Fage 4 WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

NOVEMBER 1949
(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIELE ITHOUT DISCLOSURES OF INDIVIDUAL OFPERATIONS)
Stock-sales”
Sales Inventory{ end-of-month (at cost) el
. . Percent change November 1949 panel| Percent change| November 1949 penel
Kind oin gus:lnesa Nov. | NHove | 11 mos.| dNo. of Reporbed Hlove Nov. | Ho. of Reporited
s 1949 | 1949
geographic division trom | from 1‘3§ﬁ ].esltab—ts dollar 5‘:3 }'32: lzg::ts dollar Nov, Nov. | Oct.
Wov. | Oct. |11 mos.| report-| ( ‘é;lggg) Nove | Oobe | reportu| ,AINeS | 1949 | 1048 | lodg
1948 | 1949 | '1948P | ing & 1946 | 1948 | ing | (2dd 000)
Groceries—Continued
Voluntary-group wholesalers.svsscesccess Qe +3 -3 144 $38, 206 ~7 +1 117 $45,7231 148 160 149
Hew Mnglandeceeves ~1 +9 ~4 9 2,912 15 -4 6 1,306 122 1401 - 131
! Hiddle Atlentlc... . -5 +5 -3 42 10,856 -25 ~1 28 iz,068( 180 R1L 172
East North Central... - +1 0 ] 38 8,869 +6 +3 34 11,482 148 141 143
West North Central... +11 +1 +2 24 6,415 +14 +5 24 10,791| 168 184 pE:+3
South Atlanbicessecrsse s -2 +10 -6 1 1,744 ~7 -1 ] 1,023 121 127 133
Mountaines.ss. -2 +5 -6 12 1,841 +1 o 12 2,280 140 134 147
PacifiCeessssseereans verreses -5 +3 ~7 5 5,452 =17 -2 4 5,317} 110 123 1%
Retailer~cooperative warehousessscsscas +1 -2 +7 20 9,310 - ~-1l5 4 13 5,844| 125 146 1g2
Specialty lines wholesalers...ssescsucs +2 +12 C -5 94 15,888 +11 +5 80 16,717] 138 128 153
New Englande... - +& +6 ~10 5 124 [ [ c c [ [ [
JMiddle AtlanticCecessersose eenrvns +15 +13 -3 R2 4,451 +5 +17 12 3,380 o7 13 T 94
East North Central...... cerecrne +13 -1 +9 12 848 +4 -1 7 R46 62 63 66
South AtlantiCecsvesass seasecena +11 +11 +2 24 1,920 +7 ~1 16 1,848 117 1286 134
East South Central. eeeasiane +3 +17 +5 5 487 c c € c [ ¢ ]
West South Central. evsenrone 0 -3 -4 4 843 c e c c L] 4 c
PacifiCececererrnccrressonsecsoncnsss -8 +14 -10 7 7,10 +13 +2 13 10,316| 176 144 207
Leather and shoe findings.ssececessasvass -14 ~11 -13 .29 418 ~10 -l -14 9491 402 403 369
Middle Atlantices.... B =15 -8 4 7 a4 [ c c [ ¢ [ e
East North Central. . -4 ~17 <10 6 71 c e 1 [ c [ [
West North Central.... erereeans +4 0 -7 6 83 c [ ¢ c c c c
PacifiCesesresaccsccssanccsvevacsnsen -4 -14 -19 8 173 c c c [ e e c
leats and meab productsesssssrscersacanane -4 +35 -1l 50 36,889 =151} +9 44 16,741 5L 57 49
Hiddle Atlanticessceooss -5 +3 12 10 3,917 - ~11 +7 10 1,471 58 40 36
Eest North Central.ee... ~11 -5 13 13 7,406 17 +22 12 5,176 46 49 35
South AtlantiCecescovess ~15 +2 «10 4 394 c ¢ c c 3 ¢ c
Pacific... evsesserrasssncernna -l -1z ~B5 5 2,991 -20 -8 4 495 30 &8 30
Paper and its productSssesveccsisocserees -5 +1 =9 6l 8,064 -8 4] 34 5,687| 122 134 124
New Bnglandseececess rene ~3 [§] ~11 5 254 +18 -2 4 348 218 178 242
Middle atlantices.. veese -3 -1 =12 18 2,019 ~L7 -1 1 948 T4 100 79
East North Central.. creeerrana -5 +7 ~11 7 5,570 -10 +2 10 2,154} 105 106 110
West North Central. ernes -8 +5 <10 4 RO6 c [ c c c c [
South Atlanticessss avens T -6 -5 ~12 7 566 [ c c [ [ [ [
PACifiCesacnssssrersscenasssnnanssons +1 =15 -1 5 883 ) c c c o [ ©
PobToleltfliv eonsrarnoresssosanconsoavvssass -8 -1 1| 25 2,733 +7 +5 25 2,798| 102 8L 97
Shoes and other fooltlearesessesscsessoes ~11 -14 -8 29 19,188 -4 +4 R 51,598 275 256 227
New Englande.cesesosssssconsocos -7 -5 ~20 4 477 e c c 3 © c [
Middle AtlantiCevesssvess ren -9 -3 ~4 7 597 ~L ~15 4 546| 126 118 126
West North Central .. -3 ~40 -2 4 994 ¢ ] c c ] [ e
South Atlantic. -18 +1 -13 4 1,319 c c L] c [ e
Pacifitesvenansaoersressostesscsarene ~31 24 ~20 5 221 +9 -1 5 646] 292 185 223
Tobacco productSeseseescesssosasssnsarses =1 +4 =L 269 39,8258 -1 45 160 16,885 85 65 8%
X eseeaae -2 +5 [} 25 3,288 +10 +2 14 778 62 sT| ., 61
Middle Atlanticeesensesravesneesvaess -4 +35 -5 &0 12,953 ~10 +3 41 7,653 72 76 71
East North Central..eceasasess ] +B¢ o 54 7,739 +16| - +13 25 R,543 59 52 56
Vest North Centralesecessess -2 +3 ] 40 4,821 +1L +11 23 1,866 69 T OBl 63
Soubh Atlanticessecvsccee -2 +3 o 19 3,890 =71 © +5 17 1,810 50 52 49
East South Central.essecesrrcrvorsons +1 +1 +2 9 750 -5 +2 5 381 1?2 79 72
West South Centraleesssesrssccssercns +6 0 +6 28 1,810 +19 +11 10 440 67 55 61
Mountainessessrcesveossons +1.2 +9 +7 17 1,242 +8 0 14 529 77 a1 82
PacifiCesssvncrssavrsrarecsssncsnsane +5 +14 +1 17 2,745 0 -8 Fa e 463 46 52 57
Wines and spirif.se. casrseseres Q +20 < R74 91,631 +9 +12 285 102,380| 139 125 148
tew England.. . ~4 +6 [ 23 4,180 ~21 +5 19 3,645] 114 135 11
Hiddle Atlantics... | 42 +11 c 45 ¢ 83,289 +14 +12 41 $5,300] 125 n 124
East North Central.. ~2 +13 ] 29 9,77 0 +9 32 11,015| 143 143 152
West North Centralecesscecssssscenanss +6 +24 ¢ 32 8,137 +8 +R1 25 6,820} 128 116 126
South AtlantiCecessoscernooscecnsoens +4 +38 [ 49 13,611, +4 +9 42 17,261 146 141 176
East South Centralecsscessscrressecas =20 +20 c 15 2,888 ~5 42 12 2,806] .128 pRil l4ag
West South Central....... veen ~18 +39 ] 24 6,069 +17 +54 19 10,519 183 ~ 130 194
Mountainsesscoesss ces -7 +B c 14 1,725 -5 +11 11 2,024| 401} 141 139
Pacificessreosanarassnvesssnnsocennes +11 +3L c 83 12,011 +26 +8 22 15,000{ 187 {~ 131 92
Mi5CELLANCOUS s <o s sosevasossaionrosvacsons +6] 416 ) 13 2,693 ~14 +6 7 2,247_355_{_353___3_53
a Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including any direct shipments and consignment busi-
ness) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with szles.
b Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.
¢ Insufficient data to show separately.
d Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative gx-oups .
8

Besed on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-~called "license® States which do pot have State control or monopoly diatribution
at the wholesale level.

Stetes comprising geographic divieions:

New Bngland — (Conn., Main®, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vt.) South Atlantic - (Del., D» C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.Cs, S.C., Va., W. Va.)

Middle Atlantic « (N.J., N.Y., Pe.s East South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)

East North Central ~ %Ill- , Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) West South Central - (Ark., La., Okla., Tex.)

West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., Mountain ~ {Ariz., Colo., Idsho, Mont., Nev., N. Mexico, Utah, Wyo.)
N. Dak., Se Dak.) Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)
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Charles Sawyer, Secretary
’ PhilipsM. Hauser, dcting Director:

FOR RELEASE
REPORT : : FEBRUARY 3, 1950

UNITED STATES SUMMARY.GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS
DECEMBER 1949

H

Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential reporﬁs

submitted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 3,713 wholesale houses in
various lines of trade, ;

SALES : : ?
Wholesale dollar sales for the year 1949 were 8 percent lower than 1948, Regionally, declines
from 1948 were experienced in all geographic divisions, ranging from 6 percent in the Middle Atlantic
and West North Central regions to 11 percent in the East South Central region. Of the 38 kinds of
business covered in this report, only beer, drugs, grocery retailer-cooperative warehouses, optical
goods and surgical equipment reported gains over 1948 of 1 to 7 percent, "

December sales of wholesalers declined slightly (1%) from the previous month and were 8 per-
cent lower than sales a year ago. While declines from December 1948 were indicated for all divi-
sions, month-to-month gains were experienced in the New England (9%) Middle Atlantie (8%) and
East North Central(2%) regions. The South Central regions reported little or no change,
INVENTORIES

Year-end inventories of wholesalers declined 9 percent from stocks on hand at the end of 1948
and were 4 percent lower than the November 30, 1949 stock level. According to ths reports of 2,636
establishments reporting inventories in conjunction with sales, the December stock-sales ratio of
139 was 4 points below November and 3 points below a year ago.
RETAIL TRADE

December sales of independent retail stores, as presented in the Bureau’s Monthly Retail
Trade Report, were 26 percent above the previous month but 4 percent lower than December 1948,
Cumulative sales for the year 1949 were 3 percent below sales for 1948,

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS® SALES AN@ INVENTORIES™

(Service and Limited Funetion Wholesalers Only)
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“BASED ON REPORTS COMPILED FROM THIS SURVEY

DATA IN THIS REPORT ARE NOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH NOR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE FLUCTUATIONS.
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WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS.OF BUSINESS A
: ND GEOGRA PHI
DECEMBER 1949 C pIVIstoN

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

MY

{Continued on next page}

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at coat) Stock-sales®
ratios
Kind of business D:etcent change December 1949 panel | Percent change| December 1949 panel
and ¢. | Dee. | 12 mos, | No. of
geographic division 1949 | 1949 1949 egtab- Reported 222"? 2329 Noia:f Reported
from |from | from |iishments| d0M18¥ from | from 11:;nen;s dollar |Dec. |Dec. jNov.
Dee. |Nov. |12 mos.| report- values Dec Nov. | report- values |1949 | 1948 |1949
1948 [1949 | lougd | tmg | (2490000 | y0n 4 05 | Thng . | (add 000)
United Btatefesseectscncrcrenas =8 =1 -8 3,713 $705,822 = =4 2,838 §761,824 138 142 143
New Englandeesesseeseces - +9 -9 223 | ° 83,306 11 0 152 24,077 | 11| 117 122
 kiddle Atlantic...... -4 +8 -8 708 159,204 ~4 -9 458 111,346 94 95 17
East North Central.... ~9 +2 ~8 741 126,148 -8 -4 528 115,774 122 123 129
West North Central. -9l -0 -6 408 82,122 -8 -1 289 100,339 | 187 167 150
South Atlanticessss -8 ~1 -8 459 89,073 ~10 -4 331 69,377 130 132 134
- East Soubh Central. ~14 0 =11 195 26,549 -8 ~1 128 24,2021 141 151 148
West South Central. 4 0 ~7 312 56,148 ~11 ~7 213 63,225 150 162 164
-ﬁ -EL] -Z' ﬁg g: s ggg :g -4 137 25,228 147 15L 158
o = R -4 261 6,397 18l 157 156
Avtomotive supplies... . -8 ~32 ~11 283 13,698 =11 -2 134 13,386 227 224 288
New Englendesesesosce 10 +1] -24 ~15 7 246 ) © © c c el e
Middle Atlentic..essase -28 ~17 =18 88 615 =14 +2 30 1,588 2938 as9 238
-J.g 1]% ~16 52 8,535 ~8 ~8 40 4,889 154 148 188
- - -10 88 3,861 -3 -3 14 1,789 808 209 ‘290
-2 =25 -3 17 1,636 -6 +15 10 1:098 279 294 213
-i -§l -iD 14 1,510 ~25 -3 8 810 233 266 239
- ~15 -10 16 827 *5 -5 7 702 241 a7l 263
PacifiCecevevsorcsnresonscarcscevoccne «14 ~10 «14 56 1,968 ~20 +1 22 2,924 340 361 809
Klectrical group, totaleseeessessessonsss ~18 +6 -9 607 123,894 =25 +4 434 106,228 114 129 117
Full-line wholesalerS..cececcssasscacnse 'ﬁ- A7 =10 406 98,304 =25 +5 297 89,358 122 132 1p4
- +6 -8 33 6,271 ~36 *3 25 5,386 108 151 111
-20 +19 -8 49 15,977 =22 +5 a7 12:697 101 114 118
~16 +18 11 80 24,988 =24 o 61 21,257 110 126 125
-31 -3 -11 a9 9,183 =26 +6 29 8,176 126 12¢ 114
South AtlentiCescecsssaras ~19 +8 -7 58 11,908 =25 +9 89 10:540 126 142 121
Eest South Central... ~30 +9 -10 24 8,755 =25 +7 14 2,960 181 125 135
West South Central -32 ~3 -7 45 8,028 -19 +9 82 9,883 162 135 144
Hountain., ... -20 +4 =12 29 8,713 ~18 +4 24| - 3,360 127 123 132
PacifiCeicansvessnassoncsoancrerannne -19 -2 ~14 49 14,489 ~27 +7 86 15,108 140 158 124
Wiring supplies, comstruction
materials distributorseiiecessarassnse ~15 +4 =16 118 6,442 =15 +3 76 5,674 i2) 118 128
New Foglondeessssssscss sea -27 -3 16 11 as9 [ e [ c c e c
Hiddle Atlantlce.e.es -11 +2 =7 34 1,060 =1 +1 19 1,092 17y 151 191
East Noxth Central. -9 +3 ~16 25 1,881 ~16 +8 20 1,961 110 l2l 109
West North Central. -12 +10 -8 7 746 -16 ~11 4 934 109 112 124
South Atlentic.... ~-91 +10 =80 18 1,875 ~24 +2 13 1,122 94 88 104
South Gentral. +16 -5 -8 10 446 -1l +31 8 501 168 186 108
lountain... ~19 +4 -~10 4 243 ¢ [ c 1 [ ) ]
PacifiCe.rserensescocacnnsose +7 +8 =17 9 302 -18 0o ? 416 150 195 167
Appliances and specialties violesalers, 7 Qo -1 83 18,648 -28 -6 61 11,191 75 112 82
Hew Englendecssacesssearricencrcen +38 +326 -3 4 749 ] +18 4 - 579 7 111 85
Middle Atlantice... +10 -10 +7 20 7,700 -37 ~15 1 2,435 5% 89 56
Fast North Central. +36 +38 +4 1la 2,736 -27 -2 9 1,066 44 83 64
flest North Central. -24 =7 -12 11 1,746 -R2 -5 8 2,334 145 138 189
South Atlantic... =17 =13 -8 13 1,781 ~26 +1 12 1,644 08! 118 98
Fast South Céntral..,. -21 -7 +12 4 589 -26 =5 4 797 185 145 181
KountalNesseosvenoresoes creseeen +9 +9 -20 6 818 -28 -3 8 913 118 158 125
PacifiC.cessscvronssrssescosnrosisone 456 +10 +9 8 2,22¢ -33 -7 4 942 46 112 54
Furniture and house furnishings.svevsenes +1 14 -8 58 12,083 -4 +1 44 16,180 155 168 132
1iddle Atlanticesses -4 =23 2 15 2,311 -3 0 1 T 2,265 136 148 108
East North Uentral. +7 +8 -6 4 938 9 ¢ e . e ¢ c e
West North Central. 7 -8 ~13 5 3,214 -7 +8 5 5,351 166 193 141
South Atlantic.s.es -3 -5 0 5 649 € c e ¢ ] ] ¢
wegt South Central. +14 -7 +2 8 1,268 B -7 8 1,645 130 161 129
KountaiNeeesssovoannes +10 -9 4 6 767 +2 +6 5 1,852 | 193] aa7 173
PacifiCeescocsernavocssrcacsaercyores -10 -24 ~12 11 2,859 -2 -3 9 8,480 159 148 123
HATAWET e e s svnevensasrosnsasarasaornssnn <31 -1 ~14 142 | . 43,251 =13 -2 1s 81,374 293! 235 207
Middle Atlentic..... esvet ~12. -9 =10 29 6,642 -4 -1 23 9,930 i72 156 157
Eest North Central.... -7 =10 -13 19 9,020 -17 -4 17 15,977 186 207 176
viest North Central. =15 ~17 -14 17 8,432 -9 -1 16 17,409 254 241 207
South Atlantic.... ~ig =17 ~11 24 4,036 =13 +2 21 10,078 274 269 221
Tast South Central. e ~21 ~3 -17 12 3,027 -5 +5 ] 3,522 248 209 228
West South Central. -4 ~11 ~12 15 3,959 ~14 -3 9 5,846 243 289 220
liountaine.ese +12 +8 ~ad 8 1,868 -3 -4 5 2,109 278 268 284
PacifiCaersesw =20 -12 =19 1B 6,074 =20 -3 18 16,081 308 811 279
Industrial supplies -24 +2 -16 69 9,077 =10 +3 51 16,987 241 209 238
Wew Englande,.. -13 +28 -16 8 793 -6 [ 8 2,001 252 282 323
kiddle Atlantic.. -36 -11 ~24 16 907 -18 +1 0 1,208 192 156 1es
East Worth Central 19 +4 ~15 10 796 -8 -3 7 577 209 229 211
#est North Central ~-12 +1 «10 ] 769 -18 0 ] 783 200 191 212
South Abtlentic. =28 +6 25 9 689 -10 -2 8 1,587 225 181 245
South Central.. ~18 +5 ~12 7 8,462 -4 +5 1 6,606 243 226 238
PacifiCeissusssvensarocsrascesiscacarn -36 -8 ~18 10 1,661 -16 +6 8 4,200 276 213 241
JOWElTYeseesssvnsaenenssnsvsacne 0 49 =14 157 10,418 =12 =16 78 9,727 185 150 168
Wew Englandeeesses =10 | +31 ~14 5 503 3 s ¢ o e e e
Hiddle Atlantic... -2 -3 ~16 48 2,507 ~16 -10 15 2,134 a2 158 142
®agt North Central -8 -1 =15 42 2,614 ~13 -14 24 2,636 185 143 146
West North Central +2 +11 -10 14 1,443 =1 -14 9 1,512 189 i35 180
South Atlantic.. +13 +14 -11 7 888 [ .1 ] [ e ¢ [
.o +59 +75 ~6 6 601 [} < ] [ e ] [
::;2 13?33‘.71‘51 -1 +20 ~14 32 2,338 =13 ~21 20 2,981 137 156 206
! d building material svssen +8 ~15 =7 58 9,963 -7 +3 84 8,061 126 136 102
. b:lidgrl‘.e Atlantxi!g. .o e -8 -21 -l 14 2,275 +10 +6 8 1,042 n 54 52
East North Central... avsenn -6 -27 =12 iz 939 -7 +4 8 803 145 134 86
Wegt North Central. ces +17 -6 +3 5 2,037 e c c ] 3 3 [
South Atlentic.. voq ~12 -22 =15 6 612 ~24 +3 5 212 70 84 63
Mountain.. N +30 -24 ] 4 1,804 [} [ c e [ c c
PacifiCeecessenanprsssaroanasacangens +22 +4 =12 1 1,984 +6 -5 7 1,608 156 184 185




WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEQGRAPHIC DIVISION
DECEMBER 1949

(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Page 3

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month {at cost)

Stock-sales®

{Continued on next page)

Kind of business Percent change December 1949 penel | Percent change| December 1949 panel ratios
and Dec, [Dec. | 12 mos.|{ No. of Dec. Dec. No. of
geographic division 1949|1949 | 1949 | estab- | REPOTYA | o0 | 1045 | estab.| Reportea
from | from from |1ishment doi.lar | from | from [11 dollar | Dec. |Dec. |Nov.
Dec, | Nov. | 12 mos. | report- ( aZ: ggg) Dae, Nov. | report- ( ;:1:8) 1949 11948 | 1949
1948 | 1949 19480 ing 1948 | 1949 ing a
lies (except
u:f.hg:ga:guipmm' e .( . -2 +6 12 48 5,875 +14 +8 a3 §10,718] 25| 172 215
-8 [¢] ~2L 5 400 +5 +3 4 897 330 305 301
-32 +10 ~R6 8 K3 ~9 -2 4 877 188 147 220
East North Central..s... -19 -7 -18 12 687 +3 -3 9 1,068| 167 130 158
South Atlantic.esessss. ~24{ =13 17 7 582 e +9 4 1,321 378] =289 293
+8 +5 +4 ] 1,895 +40 +16 5 4,704 254 204 230
-21 -R9 =26 5 A8 c [ [ L c ¢ ¢
MO8 e easecrsareerrraresssasnsesscesasss | =87 +1 -19 22 8,147 -5 -1 i 8,985 148|115 152
Optical £00dBseccsarercnvarrsosssacsosnse -10 =16 +2 11 220 ~28 +10 4 140)| 158 217 118
Paints and varnishes....eevee. cecone =21 =38 ~10 47 2,851 [ c [ < ¢ c <
Plumbing and heating supplies. =20 -6 -16 76 8,618 ~20 +4 53 10,312 42| 147 iz
New England...... ~1iL -2l -13 () 244 © c c c ¢ [ 3
Middle Atlanticescesssas ] =-R7 =17 14 502 +6 +1 6 828 249 174 187
East Horth Centralesss.: -16 -7 -9 11 901 +l +3 9 1,366 1787 147 158
Viest North Central..seevas -15 -R3 =11 9 B35 <11 +27 7 1,189 185 153 95
South AtlantiCecessosss ~18 +2 ~18 19 4,165 -25 +1 19 5,174 124 137 les
~48 -17 ~24 5 606 c ¢ [ 3 < [ e
) 6| -5 25 78L ~7 -2 20 2,041! 835] 362 279
+16 +7 ~& [ 231 ¢ ¢ c [ ¢ < e
+8 -40 +2 6 179 +10 -4 6 £83 526 319 203
+26 +11 -14 6 185 ~24 -l [ 393 254 421 262
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies...} +12 ~1 +5 30 $,393 +13 -2 25 4,008 181 i 131
Middie AtlantiCessssarnssssnsrivnsenes +2 -6 -2 5 180 c [ [ [ e [ ¢
East North Centralccisscecacosransans +18 -3 +5 7 %,193 +17 -5 7 2,345 W02 1o 104
South AtlanticCsssesvisesvesseracreass -7 -5 ] 6 249 -3 2 5 514 218 208 201
+4 +5 +6 44 2,496 =8 -5 37 681 29 3% 52
+8 +7? +16 ] 399 +14 ~-10 7 74 is 1e 23
Q +7 -7 13 537 -10 -2 12 198 %8 42 42
+8 +7 +14 ] 956 ~R% ~19 5 73 8 1 1
+3 +4 +2 8 327 -1 +5 5 153 54 64 51
PacifiCevienrieenesinernsesecaressens +7 -5 +2 5 239 +1 - 4 137 80 85 8%
Chemicsls, industrialeeeeeiveessssssncesa] =161 12 -1 12 899 ~4 +5 8 1,082| 48] age| im
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes).. =12 -34 ~22 24 1,583 +14 0 15 1,724 190 169 119
[ =17 ~5 =24 | 9 5,907 ~44 -9 4 4,258 123 R22 149
Confectionery. ... +1 +10 -3 42 1,643 =5 =11 RS 897 &0 85 101
Middle Atlantic +4 +17 ~4 5 314 < [ [ [ ) © [
South Atlentic..... Ve -3 ~5 -4 15 288 -2 -4 7 202 114 118 110
East South Central... ves +3 +8 -1 8 251 ~19 «l2] 4 8 ki) o8 93
PacificCesscaiecraetsecsrisnnancrsinone +3 +30 -5 4 405 ¢ ¢ ] [ < ¢
Dairy anid poultry prodictS.esesssssesecss -7 +6 -4 27 6,260 -5 -17 20 1,921 38 3% 43
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)e.ss.. +4 =5 +1 183 45,875 +5 -5 139 60,379 1781 177 178
Hew Englandaesssvececevcocenninnes +8 +1 +3 18 2,514 d d d d 4 d a
Middle AtlantiC.sevscseccsarers . +1 -3 0 24 8,596 d d d d d d d
kast North Central... . +5 -4 +1 24 7,231 d d d d d d d
West North Centrals... +6 -6 +1 20 5,044 [} d d d d -] 4
South Atlantic....ecssss sesresan +11 -3 +3 30 5,629 d d d a d 1 d
Kast South Centralesesecans +3 ~5 0 15 2,888 d d d d d a d
West South Central..c.v... ore +11 ~11 +6 286 5,858 4 d a 4 d qd d
ves va] -l +L 1 1,766 a d d ) d ) ]
ses -3 -12 -1 20 6,152 [ da d 4 d 4 d
e ~15 -52 ~19 la5 26,510 ~16 +4 115 Bl,241 267 279 17
New England.ceesses =] ~27 ~L1 8 624 ~14 -5 8 722 118 127 89
Middle Atlantic.... -13 =10 -20 37 5,087 ~1 -2 24 6,347 207 171 174
East North Central. +6 ~32 ~16 13 1,757 +2 =3 13 3,644 207 216 147
West North Central. -2 -52 ~14 1 4,139 -5 +§ 10 1,352 277 288 177
South Atlantic... . 0 =18 ~20 19 2,038 -8 -4 15 5,975 205 245 178
East South Centraleseovees . -2 <31 21 16 1,229 -6 +5 10 2,151 RE2 261 1&0
‘Hest South Central...... . -5 ~83 ~18 9 747 ~21 +8 9 1,880 265 317 Lod
Yountainesesesssecassnsass . ~1 -29 -11 5 331 0 0 5 865 R70 a68 19z
PacifiCesserensroscecinsnsrecccsssens ~16 ~51 -5 15 2,582 -2 ~4 ] 5,894 402 372 255
Farm supplies.ecessacsasarasvesosronssnne =30 =1 =11 20 2,458 +2 +4 8 915 104 100 86
Fresh fruits and vegetablesseseaceecsesss ~10 ~10 =5 73 5,358 +10 -12 48 881 23 17 25
. New England..eseesessees 29| ik 16 10 332 04 0 9 36 15 iz 12
Middle Atlanticeseeaens. =7 -16 -B 19 1,311 +46 -2 12 169 24 15 26
East North Central...... il -11 0 18 1,545 =5 -1 ] 160 30 3% 39
South Atlantice..ccacens +8 +17 +11 -] 470 +25 28| 8 60 18 17 29
Bast South Central.... -20 -5 -8 8 290 & c ¢ © ¢ ¢ <
Pacificarerssernrrtaresnrcccenscrasnes 15 -8 -2 8 1,206 +13 wl 5 208 22 1s 2
Grocerdes, totalecesessacscisnesnncrnnncs =7 ~12 -2 690 107,328 -2 =5 507 121,839 153 145 14l
Hon-affiliated full-line wholesalers®.. -5 =1L ~2! 431 50,218 =5 =8 318 58,795 148 1484 142
New Englands eeuesessnersossasannesnns]|  <LB] b ] 7 1,211 25 2 4 1,920]  195] 172 166
Widdle Atlantic.. -1 +186 -1 22 4,061 ~3 ~7 iz 5,548 104 o8 158
£ast North Central. 8] -18 +1 124 7,846 +2 -3 96 10,588 177| 181 163
West North Central. +4 -18 +9 65 8,786 +3 -7 57 14,463 160 162 144 .
South Atlantic... ~7] -10 -7 &0 5,054 -7 -5 37 5,479] 133| 138 124
Bast South Cenural... -18 -8 -12 52 2,781 <12 -5 25 3,215) 187| 13 153
West South Central.. ~& -7 -6 a7 12,013 -1 ~15 64 12,474 131 138 145
Mountain.eseeeeesee -1 ~19 ~7 18 1,347 -22 ~13 16 1,807 150 173 158
Pacifitiseicienciosnasnnnansnns -5 -17 +1 is 5,239 -10 ] 7 5,203 167 161 140
ok T
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(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) 51"00&'-:!'1"‘
= - ratios
Kind of business = Percent chang December 1949 panel | Percent December 1949 panel
and ec, | Dec. {12 mos)] No. of Dec. Deo. No. of
geographic division 1949 | 1949 | 1949 | estab- | RPORYEd ] o | o0 | ogtap. | ReEOrted :
. from | from from [Ligh i Prom from lishments dollar Dec. |Dec. Rov,
Dec. | Nov, |12 wmos.| report- (a.;: ggg) Dec. Nov. | report- | zgl\oxgg 1949 |1948 1949
1948 | 1949 | 1948% | ing’ 1948 | 1949 | ng | )
Grocerieg—Continued
Voluntery-group wholesalerSeeeresscases ~8 -1 -4 142 $36,098 -2 -4 115 $41,282 153 141 141
Hew Englend.... -4 +1 -2 8 2,677 =17 -8 5 B85 128 129 |
Hiddle Atlantices,.. -5 -9 -3 a0 9,742 -4 +1 a7 7,487 1528 157 140
Easgt North Gentral.. ~10 =10 -4 42 9,656 +5 -7 87 12,825 144 iz ~-189
West North Centreleeccesses ~15 -23 *1 23 4,812 +5 -1 23 9,411 196 158 151
South Atlenticesessscssasseusssncanss =7. -10 -6 11 1,554 -8 =15 [ 867 119 119 21
Mounbainssererss -5 -9 -6 9 1,499 -5 =] 9 4,108 274 278 250
PRCELiCescrrcnronnans «11 -5 -7 6 5,738 -14 5] - 5 5,720 107 112 109
Retailer tive wareh cesnane ~3 =12 +7 22 8,487 ~7 +2 15 6 ,519 146 155 127
Speclalty lines wholegalorS.ccscescsces -12 =21 -6 95 12,530 +15 ~2 89 | 15, 353 176 139 144
ssssanserenans -4 +10 ~10 5 136 [ [ c [] ] e
Middle Atlenticee... cosreesscirnes ~10 -85 4 22 3,478 -6 -12 11 1, 955 106 128 105
East North Central essesssesasane -7 -17 +7 11 646 -2 -2 6 180 69 65 59
=11 ~20 +1 23 1,472 +14 +7 15 1,981 162 127 117
-1 ~11 +5 5 434 ] [ c e L] ] [
-13] -2 -5 a5 ze1 o e e o o c o
Pacifice . cccoersetsnscscanssnsrssrsans =16 ~21 ~11 18 5,729 +21 0 12 10,286 222 156 175
Leather ani shos £indingBsseassnsessscass -6 =13 ~18 31 417 -9 +2 16 1,064 405 444 856
Middle AtlentiCecesssesnsess rnaen 0 -14 -4 ? a8 ] ¢ [ [ [ [] [
East North Centrale.,. chens -7 ~81 -9 3 56 [ c < [ e [ c
West North Central.een. cevsmsans -5 -22 =7 5 62 (-] [ [ ] [ e [
PRCIfiCeersccsssscarcnsessascasasases ~21 ~16 ~19 7 178 e 3 [ c ° [ ]
Meats ond meat pProductBeicsscecescscsasaas =15 -8 ~12 49 88,412 ~27 ~f 43 16,011 54 63 51
Middle Atlantic... ~-18 ~10 -12 10 38,528 -20 -5 10 1,392 40 4l a8
=29 -1 ~15 i3 7,300 ~10 +22 12 3,871 57 4 46
South Atlantic....i.s -27 ~7 ~11 4 368 c c e [ < ] ]
PACifiGesenescoersnnvrecernsnssnceens -17 +3 -7 5 3,074 +4 #1 4 501 32} 24 80
Paper and 1t8 productBeseeccessccesecsoss -3 ~5 ~9 58 7,582 -9 -4 34 5,787 123 128 123
New Englanieessssececss . -3 +5 -10 4 242 ] ¢ ) c [ ¢ []
Middle ATlADbiC.seeeesacensnas -5 ] 12 i8 1,809 ~18 -2 10 924 86 102 82
Esgt North ContTalesecesencers TS 0 -5 -1 17 3,697 -11 ~4 11 2,462 105 118 106
Weat North Centrelecessecess vaee -23 =24 =11 4 226 e [ [ ¢ c ] e
South Atlentic.eecsncsnnes .. -1 -1 ~11 5 494 e c c ] e © [
PaodfiCecacrionscerssosncans csoe -3 +12 -1 4 7438 [} [ ¢ ¢ c L] L}
PotroloWnesessesossssensessacassonsncannne =21 -2 ~12 24 2,633 +19 +13 24 8,164 120 80 104
Shoes and other LoOtWEBTesessssssenonsace ~15 -7 -8 28 17,865 -5 . +7 22 55,261 815 280 275
Widdle Atlanticesesssee .| -18] -20 -5 3 461 =1 +18 4 643| 204 X84 p¥13
West North Centrsl..... .o ~1?7 -3 ~-3 4 960 ¢ (] [ ] e L} [
South Atlanticaessesvecsenss . +32 -38 -12 4 880 ¢ e [ el (] ] e
PacifiCacsunesescccrseosnnrvsnsoscne -85 -37 =21 ] 154 -3 +5 ] 678 506 389 292
Tobacco products. -3 +8 ~1 234 46,658 -6 -16 181 16,395 54 55 69
New Englendsseve -1 +16 o 23 3,529 +3 +3 12 546- 45 47 53
Middle Atlentic... ~2f +l4 -8 65 15,945 =13 -23 45 6,084 48 54 n
Bast North Central. -2 +8 ] 64 9,462 -4 -18 84 2,501 4 48 61
West North Cenmtral... +2 +11 -8 45 6,229 +6 -9 27 3,721 89 87 112
South AtlantiCeeecevssacs ~14 -6 =1 21 4,212 ~12 <10 18 1,798 48 46 50
East South Central... -7 +6 +1 14 1,423 -6 =15 10 o528 47 46 58
Weat South Contrelescscascavssacsssnce +11)  +5 +6 24 1,788 -3 -29 g 291 43 44 -3
Nountainsesaereescesescssocsccesannss +2 +8 +6 8 1,828 +19 -4 15 521 % 7n %
PacifiCeccecsersiuncsssevansacsssrass -7 -2 4] 20 2,717 -9 -d 11 386 49 52 47
Wines and SPATAETeserecrsesroecnrencenss | 44| +28 ¢ a6 124,87 ] . -7 259 93,074| es| ea] 18
. -8 +22 [ 28 6,546 +5 -12 22 4,059 87 78 121
¥iddle AtlantiC.reecsvvoverses oo | 410 +42 e 51 45,804 +15 =17 48 91,892 7 73 131
East North Centralicsscocses .e -1 +31 ] 58 15,872 +2 -9 47 13,410 108 104 2
Viest North Central.......: . -4 +4 [ 28 7,459 -3 -1 20 4,538 101 102 118
South AtlanticCe.eesescrese . +4 +25 c 45 14,848 +9 -23 41 11,971 a5 83 137
East South Central. . =11 +385 ] 16 4,074 +82 -8 13 8,117 96 68 137
West South Central. cenn +28 +31 L] s1 11,369 ~22 ~-29. 25 10,091 96 164 178
Mountain,eseosases seenssaen +8 +28 [ 16 3,225 +11 -13 13 2,578 89 82 127
PacifiCesccicanescrcscnccncesssrasvis -2 +10 ] 43 15,185 +81 ~19 30 11,918 108 80 143
Migcellaneols.cesaseesncsoscscssrcsscasce +4 +11 ~8 12 3,036 ~-22 -7 6 1,892 289 269 280
a SJtock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total seles {including sny direct shipments and consigmment bdusi- -

ness) for an identical group of firma reporting inventories in conjunction with sales,

Ingutticient data to show separately.

Not affiliated with voluntary or oooperative groupa,

o0 o

at the wholeslae level,

States comprising geographic divisions:
New Englend - (Corm., Maine, Moans., Nele, Rsl., Vio)
Middle Atlentic ~ (NeJ., NeY., Pa.)
East North Central - {1ll., Ind,, Mich., Ohio, Wis.)
West North Cemtral - {Iowa, Kena., Minn., Mo., Nebr.,
Ne Deke, S+ Daka)
ety

To be published in the December edition of Trends in the Drug Trade.

Includes reports received too late foxr inclusion ia previous monthly trenis.

Based on reporta submitted by wholesaleirs located in the ao-caued nljicense™ States which do not have State control or monopoly distridution

South Atlantic ~ {Del., D, C., Flao, Ga., ¥d., N.G., 8400, Va., W. Vn.)
East South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn,)

West South Central - {Ark,, La., Okla., Tex.}

Mountain -~ (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mexico, Utah, Wyo.)
Pacific - (Oalif., Oreg., Wash.]



