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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from reports submitted to the

Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 3,958 wholesale establishments in various lines of
business.

SALES ‘

Sales of wholesalers during January 1951 rose 4 percent over the previous month, gn increase con-
trary to the normal seasonal trend. Compared with a year ago, however, January sales indicated a more
substantial increase of 53 percent. -

Regionally, gains of 1 to 10 percent above December 1950 levels were experienced by all geographic
divisions except the New England and Middle Atlantic areas, which reported daclines of 1 and 3 percent,
respectively. All regions, however, shared in the substantial increases over january 1850 sales, These
gains ranged from 39 percent in the West South Central division to 66 percent in the Pacific region,

Most trades reported gains over December levels, such ingreases ranging from a small rise of 3
percent in plumbing and heating supplies to a substantial jump of 78 percent in clothing and furnishings.
Twelve trades, however, indicated declines below December sales, with the largest drop, 43 percent, re-
ported for jewelry, Compared with January a year ago, all trades reported moderate to substantial gains,
except fresh fruits and vegetables, which increased sales only 2 percent. Appliances and specialties whole-
salers experienced the largest increase (115%) over January 1950 sales,

INVENTORIES ’

Wholesalers’ inventories at the end of January rose 6 percent above the December 31, 1950 stock
level and were 26 percent above the dollar value of stocks on hand January 31 of last year. All geographic
divisions followed the national trends and reported increases over both periods. Gains over the previous
month variedfrom 3 percent in the Pacific region to 11 percent in the Middle Atlantic area, Compared with
Januarya year ago, inventary gains ranged from 17 percent in the West South Central and Mountain regions
to 38 percent in the Middle Atlantic division, Based on reports of 2,973 establishments submitting inven- -

tories in conjunction with sales, the January stock-sales ratio of 137 was 4 points higher than the previous
month but 32 points lower than a year ago. :
RETAIL

Janugry sales of independent retail stores, as presented in the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Re-
port, were 24 percent below the previous month, but 28 percent ahead of January 1950,

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES

(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only)
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(DATA ARE SHOWN BY GEQGRAPHIC DIVISIONS WHERE POSSIBLE WITHOUT DISCLOSURE OF INDIVIDUAL OPERATIONS)

3 Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock salead
FSurele] $:BY:3:]
Kind of business Percent change - January 1951 panel | Percent chang% January 1951 panel ratios
and Jan, Jan Number of
geographic division 1951 1951 estep- | RoPOTted |Jem, | Jan, hqu:::ihff Reported
from from 1 ichments dollar 1951 1951 N dollar Jan, Jan. | Deec.
1ishments ~
Jen. Jen A ] reporte values from from values 1951 | 1950 | 1950
PO (add 000) {7ap, |Dec, |T®PT*~ |(add 000)
1950 1950 ing 1950 1959 ing
United States, totel.............. +53 +4 3,958 $890,731 +26 +6 2,973 | $982,597 137 169 133
New EDgLand....eueesesesensseeenssnnan +61 1 217 39,359 ;
. S 1 y +23 +7 159 33,698 111 146 106
Middle Atlant?c. “ee +59 -3 720 181,869 +38 +11 502 158,072 120 139 101
Bast North Central. +55 +1 797 165,626 +27 5
> Ed 620 165,729 118 146 112
West North Central. +45 +10 433 110,496 +27 2, 345 47,8
South Atlantic..... 52 5 , 1 il B 2
2 +. o+ 497 96,840 +31 +10 380 107,997 15 |- 157 130
5&5{ gouth Central, +48 +10 198 35,518 +29 +7 141 42:958 148 173 153
est South Central. +39 +3 | 376 75,777 +17 +6 290 91,671 147 175 140
Pacioie  TT . +Z§ +§ 162 28,685 +17 +5 o113 28,020 127 162 120
R R RPN +! + 508 125,396 +18 +3 373 130,410 134 197 139
Automotive sSUPPlieS..eresencenann. +80 +15 263 23,291 +21
rarees s +8 163 18,669 212 274 192
gigdf:gi:§§;£i +10§ +41 7 510 +22 +2 4 ,501 281 390 288
1ldd Lo, +7: +3 36 1,257 +17 +4 33 2,017 181 261 180
5::: ggitﬁ gzz:;zi. . +70 -2 47 by Shdy +39 +21 36 5,840 204 219 132
Sooth ey . . +81 +1 43 5,470 +7 -1 20 3,045 208 315 261
outh antic.... . +105 +58 19 3,814 +19 +1 10 1,185 247 299 237
South Central....ee. . +102 +64 13 3,401 +33 +4 7 1,265 200 244 211
gouptain........... B +39 +4 17 1,011 +17 +10 6 914 Yy 27 289 222
T 5 e +67 +6 74 3,030 +11 +3 40 3,336 27 345 260
Electrical group, total................: +94 -2 642 184,646 +38 +3 572 4] 172,746 100 139 94
Full-line wholeS8lerSe.ureceunnnneanns +99 -7 . 416 135,745 +35 +5 407 136,916 102 144 91
Midare Astamie.. .10, 8 S om| oame| 3| A R ks e B 2
weresnen . - 1 1
Last North Central.... . +89 -16 84 29;148 :35 ++g gi gé’gig lgé igé 33
West North Central,... . +88 ~10 40 12,578 +14 ~1 40 111601 92 152 83
South Atlentice....... +95 0 63 18,294 +39 -1 61 19,184 || 109 152 109°
Sas?’SOuth Central.... . +97 +10 26 6,400 +37 0 25 7,584 122 152 133 .
Mesb_Sguth Central.... . +24 +11 45 12,946 +40 0 45 14,565 112 156 125
lountein.. . ooieinna.n +80 -17 12 4,852 +23 +9 19 5,210 107 158 82
Pacific...oivavens caene . +93 -9 50 21,003 +25 +11 49 21’254 102 158 83
& + s
Wiring supplies, construciion,material »
d;str;bu;or;................. +75 -1 121 10,224 +34 +3 80 8,165 113 145 108
ew ngland.... veneana +86 +5 12 724 +28 o 4 201 118 148 118
Middle Atlantic....evnennsn. +80 +8 35 1,646 +16 +7 21 1,530 116 188 121
Fast North Central.... coe +96 -1 25 3,281 +38 -2 18 2,460 108 139 108
West North Centrale......... +57 +4 9 1,149 +28 =1 7 889 123 153 137
Scuth Atlantic.....cisneirnnnanae +41 -21 18 1,767 +52 +12 13 1,585 108 97 72
xestthuth Centralec.ereracceenanass +11§ +28 9 947 +38 +8 7 1,034 124 215 157
ountaine s e vs o ronssrsn cerserenna +3 +3 5 328 § . b ° b b b b b
PacifiCe. . ioiciinenreananenonnnosuan +92 +10 8 |- 382 +29 -8 7 398 108 161 127
Appliences and specialties wholesalers,. +115 +18 105 38,677 +63 -3 85 27,665 88 113 109
Hew Englan@..eioevessnaerarecsosasine +96 +29 9 2,827 +42 +2 7 1:522 59 83 81
#iddle Atlantie.. +152 +29 23 16,425 +128 =10 15 8,314 79 83 125
East North Centrel +70 +13 16 4,716 +75 -10 12 3,253 74 72 oL
West North Central +148 +8 16 4,471 +581. -3 14 4,945 112 177 124
South Atlantic,..... +83 +14 . 16 3,723 +14 +5 15 3,230 99. 162 106
South Centrdlesses +69 +3 10 1,826 +39 +5 9 2,366 130 159 128
Mountaine .avees o +99 . =13 6 1,143 -8 =3 5 891 93 189 ‘79
Pacifiec........ +100 +8 9 3,546 +75 + 8 3,144 93 107 <6
Furniture and house furnishing8e........ +62 +24 81 18,814 +33 +14 6l 23,337 143 130 161
Hew Englande...... deeeens +60 +5 4 T41 |- b b b b b b b
#iddle Atlantic..... +42 +3 15 3,293 +26 +25 11 3,536 142 171 127
East North Central +72 +68 7 2,926 +47 +15 6 3,642 131 157 205
West North Central +63 +31 11 2,789 +58 +13 . i1 4,879 175 181 202
South Atlantie.... +1 -32 9 505 b b b b 1) b b
South Gentral..... +79 +20 15 2,540 +25 +18 15 3,572 141 201 143
Mountain.. coscassnas +52 +50 6 1,383 +20 +6 4 1,366 159 226 170
Paciflee.iiiviniiiirrseennnnnonnnnan +76 +31 12 4,361 +23 +11 10 5,173 127 178 151
HarTdWare. i virteenseosasedneoncanroanan +82 +17 156 Tk, 267 +23 +7 129 115,492 183 272 201
Middle Atlantic,....... . +80 +6 36 10,279 +36 +10 29 13,644 156 210 150
East North Central..... +100 +8 24 14,783 +29 +4 23 24,097 167 258 173
Wegst North Central,.... +66 +14 17 13,074 +26 +14 16 25,640 229 303 233
South Atlantic..evieeas +63 +39 24 7,558 +16 +2 21 12,455 179 253 243
East South Central..... +78 +29 12 5,558 +16 0 10 7,805 159 250 208
¥West South Central....... +56 +34 15 6,849 +21 +7 9 7,834 177 233 229
Mountain.....oceeionnnncns +65 -15 7 2,420 b b b b b b b
Pacific...... +128 +26 14 12,344 +15 +5 12 20,248 184 366 219
Industrial BUPPLIEScececenrstvancnrennns +96 +13 86 14,572 +8 -1 63 17,370 150 272 174
New England,s..... P .e Toa82 +12 8 726 ~14 +4 7 1,296 203 429 219
Middle Atlantic..... +111 +11 18 1,871 +21 -14 ik 11122 98 154 126
Eagt North Central,. +82 +17 9 1,062 +24 +8 7 46 174 245 179
West North Central..... +70 =7 5 378 -24 -32 4 461 144 333 219
South Atlantic....... reseeea +78 +39 10 1,017 +6 +10 9 1,591 159 267 201
e +70 +6 27 5,516 +18 +9 18 8,250 193 274 185
2 i G +162 +22 9 4,002 +1 -16 7 3,904 104 280 155
JEWELT Y e s smanvacnsnarissosesnoacsoancnns +80 ~43 144 6,422 +28 + 81 14,002 288 415 150
+57 . ~49 4 265 b b b b b b b
+88 =32 47 2,046 +31 +12. 17 2,458 219 303 117
+68 4t 39 1,527 +25 +5 24 3,786 272 401 153
+65 ~47 Co12 755 L4117 +13 10 2,131 326 450 155
South Atlantie.... +72 =55 5 292 b b b b b b b
South Central. sevee +56 24 6 140 +25 (¢] 5 619 473 577 366
PaCifiCis eiiicrescnvencessnonrnasas +108 48 28 1,382 +37 +11 19 4,205 324 498 154

(Continued on next page)
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Sales Inventory, .end-of-month {at cost) Stock-sales®
Percent change January 1951 panel {|Percent change] January 1951 panel ratios
Kind of business
Jan, Jan. No. of Jant, Jan, No. of
and 1951 1951 estap- | TEPOTEA Y 395 | G051 | estan. | BEPOrbed
geographic division Fr dollar dollar Jan. Jan, Dec.
il from 1ishments from from |lishments
Jan. Dec. report- values Jan. Dec. Tepori-~ values 1951 [ 1950 } 1950
1950 1950 ing | (294 000) § 3055 | 1950 | ing  |(2dd 000) '

Lumber and building materials.....cevees +53 +17 T4 $12,480 +31 +6 50 $11,155 132 155 149
Middle Atlantic.... +32 -1 18 2,578 -1 -3 10 1,003 5 81 68
East Noerth Central. +62 +30 10 1,006 +37 +13 6 981 225 224 261
West Norih Central. +75 +86 6 858 b b b b b b b
South Aptlantie... +58 +25 11 1,938 +22 +5 9 1,356 131 160 166
South Central. +32 +7 5 839 b b b b b b b
Pacific..... +77 +28 9 1,865 +37 -1 7 1,956 122 162 163

Machinery equipment, supplies

(except electricail... +35 +7 46 8,79 ~1 pva 33 12,147 157 212 161
New England... +50 0] 4 474 b b b b b b b
Middle Atlantic.. +89 +16 7 1,388 +35 +16 % 1,495 119 167 116
East North Central.... IR +43 -11 11 1,115 +37 +7 9 1,641 162 170 148
South 4tlantic,.. +59 +60 6 1,242 b b b b b b b
South Ceniral.. -9 +59 7 2,648 =25 +2 H 3,657 145 172 228
Pacific...iverveiiaannn +147 +23 7 922 +7 +7 5 1,482 234 670 274

Metals....ooovnninnnna,a favieanoronan .o +80 =1 36 11,689 +5 +4 .3 13,595 92 157 88

Paints and varnisheS..secineeneneeansnn . +61 +31 51 5,830 +21 -1 4% 15,128 284 378 376

Plumbing -and heating supplieS.c...v.c.as +81 +3 83 14,600 +68 +37 58 19,999 186 199 135
New England......o.ooovvvns +51 +14 6 402 bl b o b b b b
tiddle Atlantic.. +76 +30 17 1,438 +31 +22 i 1,442 153 205 160
Fast North Central........ . +73 +7 13 1,443 +31 +9 1l 2,361 195 251 184
West North Central......... P +105 +22 10 1,457 +19 +3 8 1,539 118 203 137
South Atlaatic..... s +76 -5 23 7,022 +87 +53 20 11,018 189 183 115
Pacifici..u..o.s PPN [N . +151 +8 4 1,222 b b k] b b b b

Refrigeration equipment, parts

(commercial) veeevernnnnn +64 22 25 1,279 +22 +1 19 2,439 249 33 297
Middle Atlantic.. +49 +39 5 285 b b b b b b b
East North Central.. +16 +16 6 174 +9 -1 5 575 342 373 407
South Atlantic.. cnaee +50 +25 5 266 +21 0 3 664 250 311 313
Pacifice......ovsss ireseasedan [P +123 +37 4 194 +28 -9 4 381 196 343 294

Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies.. +59 +4 31 5,441 +41 +3 25 5,156 103 118 102
Middle Atlantic.......... . +56 +16 6 982 +25 +1 “ 660 g2 106 92
Rast North Central.... F. +B4 -9 9 2,583 +35 +8 8 2,312 94 102 79
South Ailentic,.......... feseiienan +59 429 <] 842 +42 +1 5 1,006 123 138 157

Beer.....c.oiiviinn., NPT +16 -11 43 1,536 +35 +3 37 852 61 52 52
Middle Atlantic.... +13 -19 10 330 +37 -1 8 114 36 29 29
East North Central, +15 -8 12 464 +35 +8 12 250 54 46 46

«  West North Central.... +22 +1 5 99 +11 ~11 4 39 78 78 85
South Atlantic...... +16 +7 5 333 +23 ~12 4 187 &4 60 78
Pacific..pucnnecniiininna, Cemsmeenen +30 -27 5 229 +61 +23 4 208 107 77 63

Chemicals, industrial,........... [P +86 +15 14 3,301 +21 | -2 9 1,431 51 a 59

Clothing and furnishings (except shoes). +96 +78 22 4,085 +10 +12 14 2,162 123 196 201

Coal.revivniinnnn vt eeseenranens +27 ~4 20 4,927 +200 -18 19 4,256 87 37 102

Confectionery...... Veereeneenn +15 -5 41 1,240 +18 +6 24 804 103 97 4
Middle Atlantic....... +7 ~22 8 292 +4 +13 % 116 81 70 52
North Central.....a. +17 -7 7 249 +14 -0 6 206 93 97 &5
Scuth Atlantic..... . . +15 +1 12 290 +20 +7 7 237 121 i1 115
East South Ceatral....... Meeens e . +18 ~13 8 181 +16 0 4 36 75 72 69

Dairy ard pouliry productSe.ccescsceas. . +23 -6 25 7,151 +39 -3 15 1,217 42 33 41

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded).... +24 +24 187 63,874 +19 +3 148 81,159 158 165 191
New England,,. cee +25 +20 1 2,944 +16 [¢] 9 3,379 148 160 179
Middle Atlanfic.. . +18 +20 27 11,597 +21 +4 19 10,994 159 150 183
East MNorth Central.. . +29 +18 23 9,650 +26 +2 17 10,479 143 147 166
West Norih Central. . +25 +25 17 6,664 +15 +2 15 8,509 145 157 180
South Atlantic. . +23 +24 28 7,113 +13 +3 22 8,839 160 174 188
Bast South Central... . +232 +23 18 4,005 +16 +2] 12 5,281 163 173 194
West South Central....... . +24 +23 -30 8,973 +19 +1 25 13,680 180 188 223
Mountaine..oavsnnoann aee +28 +37 10 2,685 +16 Toa7 .8 3,922 152 168 196

..... cens +29 +33 21 9,335 +21 +5 18 14,767 160 170 201

Dry . +42 +63 170 48,733 +24 +4 132 81,337 203 231 312
New England.... aareses +69 +49 7 878 +5 +2 7 990 113 180 165
Middle Atlantic.. . +53 +50 43 9,746 +27 o} 28 10,691 186 230 286
East North Central.. . +30 +48 16 5,182 +12 0 16 8,494 164 190 242
VWest Norih Central. . +37 +76 17 15,954 +36 +7 15 36,949 233 234 385
South Atlantic... . +54 +39 25 45957 +20 +10 21 9,138 192 244 241
East South Central. +42 +42 14 2,024 +15 +17 8 3,020 202 246 244
VWest South Central.. +24 +82 13 2,670 +12 +1 12 4,009 163 176 299
Mountain,....... NN +34 +43 2 317 +11 +17 4 712 259 324 330
21 i +43 +100 27 6,337 4 -6 19 6,277 212 346 354

Farm supplies, .u.cieinesenonn P .e +22 +47 20 4,939 +30 +8 9 1,029 58 62 65

Fresh fruits and vegetableS....v.veeansn +2 -8 69 5,035 +52 +10 44 1,220 39 26 34
Hew England. 2 -9 G 318 +131 -3 8 34 15 i3 ‘14
Middle Atlantic.. -1 -1 16 812 +28 -5 8 41 - 1L 9 12
East Horth Central. +10 -19 15 1,390 +1 +12 8 145 36 36 29
West North Central.. +11 -6 7 605 +7 +6 7 241 40 41 35
South Atlantic...... +7 -20 6 318 -28 Q 2 47 22 28 17
Bust South Central,. +24 +22 ] 360 b b b b b b b
Pacific....... F O T +2 +10 7 1,012 -4} +9 5 196 21 22 21

(Continued on next page)
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Sales u J [ A 2 at Stock seles?
Kind of business Percent change January l].951 penel HPercent change { January 1951 panel ratios
and Jan., | Jan. No. of | . Jen, j Jan. | No.
geographic division 1951 1951 estap. | Reported ji 224} 300 Z,,;;ﬁ- Reported
from fron | lsmmentd SOV N Toon | pron | iishmentd d°ller | Jem. | Jem. | Dec.
Jen. Dee. Teport "9 values 1951 | 1950 | 1950
1950 1950 gng (a0a 000) || 2% Tosd "‘ii? (add 000)

Groceries, tota]t. Chrteciaraeiribenceaeone +34 +15 846 | $150,414 +18 +3 642 | $148,576 131 148 144
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalers® +29 +15 559 63,921 +21 +6 450 70,388 136 145 146
e : +38 +21 7 1,806 +37 +3 4 2,751 174 182 212
Middle Atlantic......... . +33 +5 19 2,122 +21 +7 11 2,090 163 175 157
East North Central........ ves +37 +20 143 14,650 +17 +8 124 17,316 132 156 150
West North antral. ve +17 +2 63 6,372 +19 +2 50 6,819 144 146, 134
South Atlantic.... . +29 +19 64 7,412 +32 +3 38 6,400 133 128 152
East ‘South Central. +’29 +9 39 5,165 +31 +6 28 5,512 137 138 142
West South Central. sesaraan +26 +12 110 14,036 +22 +12 87 15,433 146 151 144
Mount!.aln. ferresenaas +30 +20 25 2,863 +11 -3 22|, 3,335 125 147 155
PACILIC. s vurermunseenaaarananneraeen +28 +21 89 9,495 +19 +5 86 10,732 f 119} 127 135
Voluntary-group wholesalers......veu..s +32 +10 174 56,219 +23 2 119 57,023 141 148 148
New England.. seeens +58 0 9 3,459 +26 +4 6 1,504 112 136 127
Middle Aflantlc. .- . +41 +7 45 17,886 +25 +3 2l 18,165 137 153 140
East North Central...vsueereeecsoanns +32 +13 47 10,878 +30 +2 33 9,839 126 122 137
West North Central.............. +22 +2 31 9,984 +23 -2 31 17,612 176 174 183
South.Atlantic . . +40 +25 iz 3,129 +22 +10 7 1,930 101 115 115
Pacific..coierninarninennns vesebananes +30 +30 16 5,953 +14 -2 4 2,411 104 122 120
Retailer-cooperative warehouses........ +37 +21 21 9,243 +10 0] 15 5,162 112 134 149
Specialty iines wholesalerS........euas +60 +26 92 21,031 -3 -4 58 16,003 o7 168 126
Nﬁw England,..cuaenaann, +24% +6 5 170 b b b b b b b
Middle Atlantic....... +66 +40 19 5,876 +10 -5 11 3,389 65 100 100
Egst North Central......... ceenn 433 +8 11 989 +25 +4 6 302 T4 73 80
South Atlantic..... +47 +11 23 2,518 e -12 15 1,838 90 131 115
East South Central. .o +46 +12 5 688 b b b b b b b
West South Centrale.i.uv..v.veeiaild +34 +25 5 376 b b b b b b b

o T T 1 O +63 +25 17 9,174 -6 -1 13 9,554 138 255 159
Leather and shoe £indingSieessceavaraesas +44 +21 29 589 +8 -2 14 1,106 306 397 402
Middle Atlantic...... seravasionaaen +32 +28 5 41 bl b b b b b L]
East Horth Central. +bd 0 6 85 b b b b b b b
West Morth Central.,.. +43 +9 5 70 b b b b b b b
Pacifice . vuivaneracoaisrorerioninaosn +52 +26 7 318 b b b b b b b
Meats and meat products,.....i.crueananen +42 +4 40 24,494 +38 +14 34 10,339 54 55 49
Middle Atla:ntic. ceieaeas +38 +6 11 4,816 +43 +19 11 2,244 47 45 41
East North Central. +h4é +6 13 10,441 +34 +11 12 5,496 55 60 53
South Atlantic..,........ +19 -9 4 413 b b b b b b b
PacifiC,crateeanrvresrecanasnnceonnes +48 +11 4 5,960 b b b b b b b
Paper and its products... +53 +23 58 10,675 +8 +2 36 6,966 96 133 108
New Epgland.e..c..... +60 +5 5 350 o] +2 4 342 165 258 198
Middle Atlantic.. N +63 +34 17 3,218 +18 -1 9 1,153 701{° 95 81
East North Central. . +49 +25 17 4,430 -1 +3 12 2,683 74 111 83
West North Central. +48 +31 4 405 b b b b b b b
South Atlantic........ . +55 +28 7 1,043 b b b b v b b
PACITLCe . initeriisrareiieronanrone +37 -11 5 803 +23 -2 5 1,572 196 219 178
Petrolemwn. cvvrvrernrranvioreineenannonsn +27 -12 29 5,866 +34 +13 28 5,664 97 92 76
Shoes and other fOOTWEAT iveeeteorineiersn +29 +43 38 30,758 +17 +3 33 65,944 218 239 302
Tobacco ProduetS.esscveesseessesetrosanons +13 ~14 282 38,531 +13 +5 171 17,237 67 66 55
New England......... +11 -21 22 2,695 19 -1 11 494 53 57 43
Middle Atlantic...voiveaverevecaeenns +15 -19 56 12,484 +14 +10 38 7,526 76 76 57
Bast North Central..a.veveecersconns +15 ~14 65 7,529 +14 0 37 2,424 59 60 50
West North Central. veveens +5 ~12 40 4,505 +6 +1 29 2,280 67 65 57
gouzh Sﬁtt:nzici. 1 . ;g J{ ﬁ é ,?(1); +17 +7 13 2 ,21_2 6i 55 54
as u entrale... ... . + - N +5 +1 564 5 62 54
West South Central. . 45 -9 25 1,782 +27 +2 9 522 T4 60 64
Mountain....... o +18 -2 10 286 +18 +2 7 162 70 &3 &7
Pacifics.iceieinmiieiiriaciniiiannans +22 -6 20 2,831 +14 +8 9 654 53 62 52
Wines and spiri’csd +66 ~30 269 93,618 +35 +19 209 105,561 152 185 84
New England... +101 -32 22 4,746 +38 +28 18 5,119 169 204 78
Middle Atlantie..... 492 -39 34 26,790 +77 +37 28 33,024 183 106 &9
Fast North Central.. +66 ~18 45 13,883 +23 +11 30 12,327 128 170 92
West North Cemtral..... +37 ~21 29 7,391 +2 -6 22 6,797 37 185 115
South Atlantic...... +50 ~20 33 11,123 +51 +39 30 13,909 131 130 77
East South Central.... . +19 ~31 14 2,155 +19 +14 11 2,900 176 180 106
West South Central. . +21 -48 c27 5,701 0 +16 21 8,411 165 199 73
+65 ~4 8 1,744 +9 =10 7 1,295 81 123 87
+99 -17 33 14,609 +31 =1 19 14,267 146 241 121
M15CELliaNEOUS e vt eenntoreernrentsaoacnnan +37 +20 38 8,838 +6 +6 23 6,459 105 151 125

NOTE: The United States total and totals fcr some trades include a number of establishments not assigued ito a geographic division.

a Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales {including eny direct shipmenis and consigmment busi-
ness) for an identical group of firms reporting imventories in conjunction with sales.

o

Insufficient data to -show separately.

20

at the wholesale level.

States comprising geographic divisions:

Not affillated with voluntary or cooperative groups.
Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "licemse" States which do mot have State conirol or monopoly distribution

New England - {Conn,, Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vt.)

Middle Atlantic - (N.J., N.Y., Pa.)

East North Central - (Ill., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)
West North Central - (Iowa, Kens., Mimn., Mo., Nebr.,

N. Dak., .S. Dak.)

South Atlantic - (Del,, D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., S.C., Vs., W.Va.)
East Sowth Central ( ~Ala., Ky., Miss,, Tenn.)
West South Central - (Ark., La., Okla., Texas)
Mountain ~ (Ariz., Colo., Idsho, Momt., Nev., N.Mex., Utah, Vyo, )
Pacific - {Calif., Oreg., Wash.)
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Sales and inventory trends confamed in this release were compiled from reports submitted to the Bu-

reau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,109 wholesale establishments in various lines of
business,

SALES

February sales of wholesalers dropped 9 percent below the level of the previous month, but advanced
36 percent over sales a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first two months of 1951 were 45 percent above
the corresponding period of 1950,

Regionally, all geographic divisions experienced sales declines below January levels ranging from a
drop of 3 percent in the West North Central area to a 13 percent decrease in the Pacific division. Com-
pared with a year ago, however, all regions indicated increased sales. These gains ranged from 20 percent
in the West South Central region to 44 percent in the Pacific area.

Most trades covered in this survey reported declines of 3 to 27 percent below January sales, the
heaviest drop being experienced by grocery specialty line wholesalers. However, six trades, led by jewelry,
indicated gains of 3 to 19 percent over the previous month. Compared with February 1950, all trades ex-
perienced increased sales, ranging from 6 percent in beer to a more substantial 88 percent for coal,

INVENTORIES

Wholesalers’ inventories at the end of February rose 5 percent above the January 31 stock level and
were 30 percent above the dollar value of stocks on hand February 28, 1950. All geographic regions fol-
Iowed closely the national trends with increases over both periods, The Middle Atlantic division indicated
the largest increase over the previous month, 9 percent, as well as the most substantial gain over a year
ago, 49 percent. According to the reports of 3,121 establishments submitting inventories in conjunction

with sales, the February stock-sales ratio of 156 was 18 points higher than the previous month but 9 points
lower than February a year ago. ‘

RETAIL

February sales of independent retail stores, as presented in the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Re-
port, were 11 percent below the previous month, but 17 percent above February 1950, Cumulative sales for
the first two months of 1951 were 23 percent above the same period a year ago,

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS’' SALES AND INVENTORIES

(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only)
woEr 1939 MONTHLY AVERAGE = 100 INDEX
400 I : 400

SALES ~ MONTHLY AVERAGE

Cam
R
r 4

300

300

200

200

INVENTORIES

100 |- 100

EEEEEEN RN NN EE N NN NN NN E

1939 408  yu3 UL uEHEYTHBU9S50 J FM A MJJ ASONDJIFMAMIY ASOND JFMAMIJIASO NDJFMAMJIJIASOND
) 1948 1949 1950 1951

BASED ON REPORTS SUBMITTED TO THE BUREAU OF THE .CENSUS

(=1

DATA N TH‘IS REPORT ARE NOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH OR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE FLUCTUATIONS.



Page 2 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
FEBRUARY 1951
(Data are shown by geographic divieions where possible without disclosure of individusl operations)
Sales -of - -
Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) s tock-salesa
Kind of business Percent change February 1951 panel[Percent change| February 1951 panel ratios
and '
Feb. | Feb, {2 mos.] No. of Feb. |[Feb., '| No. of
geographic division 1951 1951 [ 1950 | estap. [REPOTEEd § 195 |yg5 | ogiap. | Beported
from| from | from | lishments| 9°118% from | from | lishments dollar |Feb.| Feb. | Jan.
¥eb. | Jan. |2 mos.| report- valves- )t oo, Jan, report | velues 419511 19501 1951
(add 000)| * port:
1950 | 1951 | 19506]  ing 1950 | 1051 (atd 000)
United States, totaleee.ssen... vees | 436 o] 445 4,109 | 845,119 +30) 45 3,121 [$L,068415 | 156| 165 138
New England..c.ovevvesnones e eesrancas . +42 -10 +52 231 36,830 +26 +4 3
Middle Atlantie,. +38 =10 +#9 748 170:: 148 +49 +9 égg 12;;1523 izji }gi ﬁ'.é
East North Central +39 -9 +47 823 | 154,885 +32 +5 654 | 182,336 136] 145 119
West North Central +32 ~3 +38 446 1 112,979 +27 +4 371 166)183 1781 186 163
South Atlantic,.. +34 -8 +43 517 93,983 +37 +5 398 122:451 153} 152 136
East South Central.. +26 -11 +37 203 32,565 +30 +5 154 46,807 170§ 167 146
West South Central,. +20 ~11 +29 385 69,621 +23 +5 300 { 101,114 174| 170 150
}g:gxﬂiiin. cennee PN :22 ~11 +42 171 26,546 +22 +8 123 31,956 1481 164 129
......... e P -13 +55 533 | 111,526 +24 +2 397 | 136,753 159 186 135
Auvtomotive supplies...eeenvvensrencenss . +50 ~13 +65 279 20,664 +24 +3 182 20,576 2371 292 215
New England..... +95 <10 [ +101 7 454 +20 ~3 4 448 358 433 266
Middle Atlantie,.. +70 -13 +70 41 1,387 +18 +3 36 2,422 208] 311 176
East North Central... wee +49 ~10 +59 54 4,340 +43 +4 44, 6,395 207{ 221 207
West North Central... +64 ~1 +72 36 45,849 +5 0 20 2,450 2451 346 211
South Atlantic.,..... +47 =19 +74 20 3,135 +19 +3 12 1,406 281 325 248
South Central..... +41 -26 +71 12 2,499 +36 +8 6 1,348 231 295 199
Mount?m. ceees . +6 -29 +26 17 715 +67 +1 6 924 263{ 234 271
PacifiCeiivereciannrcacnnssnnscnness +46 -8 +56 75 2,726 +8 -1 3% 3,131 277 377 228
Electrical group, t0t8lis.csersvecarnenne +50 -8 +71 666 | 174,536 +44 +7 591 j 188,831 117|122 102
Full-line wholeSalerS.s.uesassnssersss +53 -6 +71 425 | 130,259 +41 +7 417 | 149,985 116f 126 103
New Englan@.essesesss . +69 -9 +81 XN 7,926 +35 +9 31 8,769 111 139 23
Middle Atlentie.... +54 -6 +67 60 20,647 +60 +8 58 23,901 118| 114 102
East North Central... +61 +3 +75 86 30,235 +39 +5 85 29,590 98| 114 97
West North Central.... +48 b +66 41 12,214 +26 | +12 40 12,963 108 - 127 92
South Atlantice....... +56 ~8 +79 63 17,901 +48 +6 61 21,711 125 132 109
East South Central. +43 =11 +68 27 5,802 +48 + 26 7,852 138} 133 120
West Scuth Central,.. +31 =14 +58 47 11,564 +61 | +15 47 18,095 1561 128 117
. +58 +2 +68 19 4,952 +20 +8 19 5,629 1141 150 107
Pacific..es.. +54 -10 +73 51 19,018 +24 Q0 50 21,475 114] 141 102
Wiring supplies,construction materials
A1gtributorSeesesesecscroceses +35 -10 466 130 10,122 +37 +2 86 9,507 138| 152 122
New Englandeeiseveess +84 -7 +85 14 810 +31 ~3 5 303 153] 193 132
Middle Atlantic.... +63 ~15 +73 34 1,403 +31 +8 20 1,616 148] 184 119
East North Central.... veren +79 -10 +87 29 3,399 +33 +1 22 3,028 1291 175 117
West North Central...... cveene +45 -11 +51 9 1,120 +33 +6 7 1,153 173] 184 132
South Atlantic........ +5 -9 +21 18 1,603, +42 ~4 13 1,538 116 81 109
. +84 -4 +96 12 1,089 +52 +3 8 1,166 154 216 150
.. +35 =23 +37 5 254 c c [ 3 [ [ c
PaCE it uneiennrronenarrencnses .ae +64 -11 +76 9 bl +49 +2 8 641 147 162 128
Appliances and speclalties wholesalers +36 =13 +70 111 34,155 +67 | _+10 g8 29,339 117 96 90
New England...... +63 5| 479 8 2,515 55| - 6 1,511 62| 66 59
Middle Atlantic.. +39 -17 +84 25 14,242 +128 | +14 12 7,402 120 80 76
East North Central.. . +36 ~14 +56 18 3,826 +40 +2 15 3,237 88 85 T
West North Central.... . +27 -28 +77 16 3,197 +70] +20 14 5,869 186} 139 111
South Atlantic........ . +38 +10 +58 18 Ay 479 +38 | 412 17 4,117 103] 106 102
South Central.... . +11 +4 +33 9 1,879 +31 +3 8 2,430 130] 110 131
Mountain, cesnna . +23 24 +59 6 7% +39 4 5 902 131] 112 108
PacifdCeccesssnrrtnnasrrrcvoncnncnns +29 -10 +60 11 3,223 +84 +9 11 3,971 123 86 102
Furniture and house furnishings......... +48 -3 +54 81 18,067 +21 -3 62 23,001 1441 181 143
New Englandecseceeesceasvossaovoonss +25 +5 +40 4 775 [ e c e [ <] e
Middle Atlantie....... resvan +37 -8 +39 16 3,238 +16 + i2 4,119 -163| 199 145
East North Central.... . +80 +1 +76 8 3,065 +38 0 6 3,630 130] 176 131
West North Central. .. +62 +9 +61 11 3,037 +35 ~3 11 4,757 157] 189 175
South Atlantic.... -2 +38 -1 9 695 c [ e e [ e c
South Central.... +31 =12 +52 15 2,244 +11 -6 15 3,37 150] 177 141
Mountaine.seeesss +53 +1 +57 5 932 +9| -16 4 1,150 134 194 159
PacifiCicenvevsvencrsonsoocnssensnne +56 -8 +66 12 3,997 +13 -8 10 45769 127 171 127
HETAWATC e e snveasennnsnonncssnenesoseses | 4581 =101 470 161 | 68,963 +28| 48 134 | 128,856 | 223] 276 186
Middle Atlantic.. +74 -4 +80 37 |- 10,251 +55 1 423 31 17,747 1961 224 155
East North Central..... +56 -11 +76 25 13,328 +43 +4 24 27,542 211 230 182
West North Central..... +59 +6 +62 17 13,814 +19 +5 16 26,851 232| 304 229
South Atlantice..... +42 ~19 +53 25 6,137 +21 0 22 12,650 223| 263 181
East South Central.. +34 ~22 +56 12 445359 +17 +6 10 8,269 213} 248 159
West South Central.. +34 =15 +45 15 5,842 +18 +3 9 8,040 224 246 177
OUDEAIN. co v savness +60 +5 +63 5 1,654 c c c c c [ c
f +87 15| 4105 17 12,147 +21 | +15 13 23,329 2431 376 181
+72 =10 +84 90 13,999 413 =1 67 18,550 169| 261 i51
+79 -8 +81 8 671 -15 -1 7 1,278 218| 462 203
+93 -3 +102 18 1,819 +45] 418 11 1,324 121) 154 98
East North Central..... +82 0 +82 9 1,065 +24 +3 7 765 195 270 174
West North Centrale.... erseen +77 -1l +91 6 645 +11 +3 5 1,005 215{ 350 183
South Atlantic...veeesces . +82 ~10 +80 11 1,112 +10 +2 10 1,880 172| 288 151
+50 -12 +60 28 5,102 +20 -8 19 7,743 197 254 184
+93 ~121 +123 10 3,585 +5 +4 8 4,555 134] 246 112
JEWELT Yo v mssescvonrarasnione +19 +67 154 8,145 +32 +9 85 14,876 253| 302 273
New England....... +42 +53 6 458 c ¢ c c e c c
Middle Atlantic... +12 +74 50 2,610 +391 +12 18 3,455 226 259 23%
East North Central.. +24 +53 37 1,885 +36 | +12 21 3,966 254|273 273
West North Central....... +34 +66 14 1,067 +21 +5 12 2,425 2481 340 335
venn +34 +59 5 263 [ ¢ e [ c )
:gﬁ:ﬁ g:iigg?. . +4 +25 7 238 +7 +2 6 909 395{ 416 409
Pacificisvsceanes . cees +11 +92 33 1,610 +35 +9 23 3,727 266| 345 259

a8 &

{Continued on next page)




WHOLESALFRS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Pege 3
FEBRUARY 1951

(Data are shown by geographic divisions where possible without disclosure of individusl operations)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales®
Kind of business . Percent change |February 1951 panel || Percent change| February 1951 pand- ratics
and g
S astas Feb. | Feb. |2 mos.| No. of Feb. |Feb. | |No. of
geographic division 1951 1951 | 1951 | estab- (WEOTESd | 3951 [1951 - | estab- !Reﬁgﬁed N
from | from | from {lishments °1 ar from | from [lishments ar ||Feb. |Feb. Jan,
Feb. Jan, { 2 mos.| repori- velues Feb. | Jan. report- values 11951 11950 | 1951
(add 000) (add 000
1950 | 1951 19500 ing 1950 |195;1 . ing
Lumber and building materials........... . +29 ~12 +41 81] $12,015 |- 433 +3 57 1 $13,414 | 156 ! 151 | 134
Middle Atlantic.......... - +25 -16 +29 10 2,212 +2 -1 10 997 76 94 65
East North Central.. +20 =21 +38 12 998 +36 +2 8 1,140 199 { 1481 159
West North Central.. +15 -16 +42 6 77 c [ e [ [ e ¢
South Atlaniie. +22 ~-19 +41 10 1,407 +27 + 9 1,405 193 | 151} 131
South Central.. +21 -3 +26 5 810 3 e 3 e e [ e
Mountein..... +31 -8 +43 7 2,142 +41 +4 6 3,487 172 | 162} 159
Pacificeivecrnoecenerneiiscsrnncnns +62 -5 +69 9 1,772 45 -3 7 1,897 127 | 143 122
Machinery equipment, supplies (excep‘t
electrical).. . +29 =5 +32 49 8,502 43 +7 34 12,684 1821 2151 160
New England‘ . #45e10 4 44 I 512 +1 +1 4 91’7 229 | 329 217
Middle Atlantie. . +98 0 493 6 1,342 c ¢ c [ e [
East North Central v +92 +4 +67 12 1,405 +41 | +10 9 1, 920 165 | 194 | 157
South Atlantic . +0 -20 +50 6 970 e [ c [ e [
South Central. . ~-26 =27 -17 7 1,928 -20 +8 5 3, 965 213 | 1961 145
PACIfiCeen reerurrnneransocsonaceanns +109 -2} 4113 2 965 +12 +5 7 1,826 264 | 522 | 248
2 (= 1 +69 -8 74 36 11,3186 +7 +2 25 -.8,370 104 | 164 89
Paints dnd varnishes.........cecoeuees aena +65 +4 +64 49 6,015 +30 +8 45 17,483 296 | 374 | 285
Plumbing and heating supplies.......i.... +73 -3 +77 86 14,327 +54 4 64 22,872 185 | 2091 181
New Englend....ccveeennens . +hd ~21 +48 7 339 ¢ c e c e e [
Middle Atlantic.... . +63 -17 +70 19 1,246 +17 +1 11 1,554 180 | 266 | 155
East North Central. . +52 -12 +62 14 1,355 +28 +7 12 2,633 223 | 261 | 187
West North Central. ves +63 -22 +84 | . 10 1,133 +24 | +10 8 1,692 165 | 215 118
South Atlentic... NN +77 +9 +76 23 7,677 +62 +3 23 13,162 171 | 187 181
2T 5 O R +89 ~24 1 +120 4 2928 [ e [ [ e e e
Refrigeration equipment, parts
(commercial) e eeesesaares . +60 -7 61 29 1,474 +26 +1 24 3,172 259 | 321 | 238
Middle Atlantic.. . +71 -8 +53 5 282 e [ ] . c c e e
East North Central. +18 -13 +18 7 218 +37 +4 6 897 417 | 376 ) 352
South Atlentie... +68 -10 +61 7 409 +22 +5 7 970 237 | 325 203
PacifiC.eauesrarecrcerearancnnasnnaes +80 s +97 4 187 +34 0 4 382 204 § 2747 196
Surgical, medical, equipment supplies.... ! 476 +11 +66 33 6,239 +41 +3 28 5,653 1 96! 1251 106
Middle Atlantice......e.s.. +50 ~10 +53 5 776 - e [ ¢ c c c <
East North Central .| +140 +0 § 4100 8 3,458 +62 +5 7 2,206 66 | 102 89
South Atlantie... . +29 -18 p [} 680 +41 +4 5 966 146 1 133 | 116
West South Central......veevvsrrniene 31| -13 +#41 4 448 +34 +7 4 478 107 | 104 87
Beer......... Arasebecesmesnesresssasoenne 46 =7 411 42 1,374 21 10 37 743 60 55 62
Middle Atlantic.. - [y} -8 +7 9 247 +11 +2 8 90 37 33 33
East North Central +5 -9 #11 12 424 8| -14 12 215 51 50 Sh
West North Central. - o -7 +10 5 g2 +15 -3 4 38 9 66 78
South Atlantic..... . +8 ~11 +12 5 297 -0t -13 4 163 63 74 64
Pacifice.eeeinrencncancncreanceioanas +20 +3 +25 5 236 +38 | -13 4 181 92 71§ 107
Chemicals, industrial........cceiveenen . +68 -9 77 14 2,991 +25 -4 8 1,280 54 73 50
Clothing and furnishings {except shoes).. +20 -19 | w44 23 3,968 24 48 15 3,810 153 | 158 | 135
[ DTN ] s8] a3 we 19 4,217 | +218 | -17 18 3,502 84| so0| 88
CONEECEIONETY + + v v v reneennnnenennnnoneesas 241 -3 44 44 1,304 4181 -1 27 915 | 102 | 100 105
Middle Atlantie +34 +16 +20 9 417 +2 -5 5 172 61 8% . 86
North Central.... ~10 ~19 | . +3 8 204 +28 +5 7 235 135 921 100
South Atlantiec. Ceeeaan +11 ~-10 +13 12 261 +15 4 7 228 127 | 121 121
South Central..ceesecessnseeenasisnans +14 -7 +17 1 318 +26 +1 6 233 115 | 114 | 112
Dairy and poultry products .............. . +28 -9 +25 25 6,332 +90 ] -13 18 3,009 55 36 56
Drugs and sundries (llquor excluded) ..... +20 -15 +22 196 56,015 +22 +3 154 85,520 193 | 190} 159
New England.. PPN +26 -13 +25 12 2,724 +18 +3 10 3,871 180 | 196 | 153
Middle Atlantic. .- .23 -11 +20 28 10,397 +23 +2 20 11,345 176 | 174 | 160
East North Central.. . +18 ~17 +25 23 8,156 +31 +4 17 11,250 182 | 165 | 144
West North Central . +12 =20 +19 19 5,655 +18 +6 17 9,716 194 | 185 | 146
South Atlantic.... .o +16 -12 +20 30 6,787 +22 +7 22 9,790 193 | 187 | 163
East South Central .. +13 ~14 +18 16 3,305 +16 +2 12 5,107 194 | 187 | 163
West South Central +19 -12 +22 29 7,666 +21 +5 25 14,302 217 1 211 ) 180
Mountein...... s . .| -2l 2 12 2,330 | 423 43 9 3,316 || .218 | 211 | 169
PacifiCeceevncneneaaiananiieiisoncnes +33 -16 +31 .21 7,809 +22 -1 18 14,621 189 | 206 | 160
Dry BOOABu.eocencennsearssassasnonsonnnas +32 -7 +37 179 46,796 +8 Q 139 84,843 220 | 240 | 206
New England.... ) -12 +59 9. 889 +11 | +15 . 9 1,330 150 | 203 | 114
Middle Atlantic... . +46 -5 +50 42 9,009 24 +4 27 10,508 206 | 239 | 187
East North Central.. .. +12 -13 +21 17 4,628 +8 =1 17 8,775 190 | 197 | 168
West North Central. . +28 -6 +32 19 15,712 +24 -3 18 38,031 242 | 250 | 237
South Atlantic..... . +40 -6 +47 27 4,843 +21 +5 21 9,388 216 | 250 | 191
East South Central. . +31 ~17 +37 15 1,714 +2 +3 9 3,169 247 | 278 | 201
West South Central. . +8 17 +22 13 2,558 +31 | #1131 12 5,436 232 | 188 | 171
Mountain...... RN . 430 +10 +5 5 411 +15 9 4 894 240 | 270 | 247
g3 & i 1 I I AN +46 -3 +42 25 5,819 151 12 17 4,939 176 | 305} 212
FArm SUPPlieS.eccescriconcsnvnrnonionans . 413 417 +17 22 5,910 +30 +4% 12 1,208 63 60 50
Fresh fruits and vegetdbles. vee +7 4 +4% 67 4,688 +57 +2 43 1,177 41 26 39
New Englandeescuessecens .. +6 -2 +4 9 17 +70 +1 8 75 34 20 33
Middle Atlantic... +12 +7 +1 17 893 +20 0 9 42 1 8 11
East North Central. . +12 =7 +11 14 1,148 ~22 +2 7 46 16 19 16
West North Central. . +2 -17 +6 7 503 +10 +2 7 2486 49 45 40
South Aclantie.... . +17 +2 +12 6 325 <7 A1 4 52 23 28 22
East South Central. . +16 ~12 +20 5 309 [ e e [ [ c e
Pacific.s . vriverenenncoetonnnnanncans +3 -1 +2 6 974 +8 + 4 201 22 21 21
RO s X -3

(Continued on next page)



Page 4 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
FEBRUARY 1951
{Data are shown by geographic divisions where possible without disclosure of individual operations)
Sales =
Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock sales®
Percent change February 1951 panel [Percent change|February 1951 panel ratios
Kind of busi: j
o oan a ness Feb, ggﬁ 2 mos.:| No. of Reportedff Feb. | Feb. | Noc. of Reported
eographic divisi 1951 1951 | estab- dollar {| 1951 | 1951 | estab~ dollar
geograp sion from | from { from | llshments] values || from | from |lishments| values . zg‘;i i;gé iggl
Feb, | Jan. (2 mos,| report- (add 000) || Feb, | Jan. | report- [(add 000)
1950 § 1951 | 1950 ing | B 1950 | 1951 ing
Groceries; totaleieeercerecncnanesrvnnns +21 =15 +28 869 3;131,521 +22 +3 667 |$153,79 1541 155 131
Non-affiliated full-line wholesalersd- +17 ~14 +23 572 v 56,115 +22 +2 470 75,550 1601 155 138
New England.... +8 =33 +25 CE 1,150 +28 +1 A 2,777 265 | 228 174
Middle Atlantic. +12 -18 +22 20 1,979 +27 0 11 2,388 178 | 156 156
East North Central.. +17 -18 +27 145 4| 12,562 +22 +6 125 18,989 170 164 129
West North Central +6 -8 +12 65 6,065 122 -2 55 8,774 168 | 146 163
South Atlantic.... .. +16 -12 +22 67 7,218 " +19 -3 40 7,166 1461 143 134
Fast South Central . +26 ~3 +27 40 4,635 +19 -6 34 5,419 131} 142 137
West South Central.. . +17 =11 +22 111 12,485 +21 +3 a8 15,980 165 162 147
Mountgin. ceeserabneie . +22 -17 +26 22 1,939 +20 +17 20 3,289 177 | 179 126
PacifiCe.sunscassassessscerersoesen +23 =15 +23 96 8,082 +28 0 93 10,768 139 135 119
Voluntary-group wholesalers..... ren +23 -11 +28 176 51,338 +27 +4 120 54,102 149 150 139
N?w England.,... “en +16 -22 +36 El 2:844 +31 +8 [ 1;804 148 135 ]38
Middle Atlantic... . +18 =20 +30 46 14,351 +45 0 31 12,440 149 { 131 133
East North Central.. . +28 ~11 +30 48 10,330 +22 +2 33 10,242 141 ] 146 127
West North Central.. . +30 +12 +26 32 11,755 +25 +6 32 19,157 163 170 172
>

Sou‘!:h .Atlantic .. . +21 -18 +31 11 2,368 +28 +4 7 2,010 130 124 101
PacifiCe.esenes . +24 ~17 +27 16 4,913 +29 +8 4 2,604 119 {1 135 104
Retailer-cooperative warehouseSs.eessa +20 ~17 +27 23 8,677 +16 +2 17 6,560 143 145 111
Specialty lines wholesalerfe...c... ses +28 =7 445 98 15,391 +11 +9 60 17,567 1504 179 98
New England..... » +23 =21 +23 5 135 c [ c c c c e
Middle Atlantice.....e..s . +30 -36 +49 23 3,999 +23 +16 14 3,974 1231 134 65
East North Central....... . -2 -28 116 11 715 +68 +32 6 398 110 74 74
South Atlantice..vcvee . +20 ~16 +33 27 2,150 +21 +13 16 2,221 1261 126 94
Fast South Central... . +11 =26 +29 5 511 c c [ c e ¢ e
Vest South Central. . +23 -12 +29 5 331 [ [ [ e [ c ¢
Mountaine..oea.. . +51 ~26 +80 4 730 e e c [ ¢ e [
Pacifice.verenevnsone cresuttessaenene +34 -25 +50 15 6,682 +2 0 11 9,484 190 258 141
Leather and shoe findingB..c.eveecesns +36 =7 440 26 517 +11 +3 15 1,146 3851 404 307
Middle Atlantic........ +15 ~24 +23 6 38 [ e c < G ‘e ]
East North Central... +42 -13 +43 5 54 c [ [ e e < c
PacifiCessasieasseseavacrnsvnecinass +57 +3 +55 7 326 e [ c c [ c c
Ments and meat products..cescoc.. +26 ~11 +33 40 22,402 +43 45 34 10,919 63 55 52
Middle Atlantic...... +27 ~9 +33 10 45201 +26 2 10 2,045 Z9 &9 %5
East North Central... +20 ~15 +32 12 8,797 +48 +9 11 5,969 72 59 56
PacifiCecisoisesanasrrecrrarnacesnna +37 -8 +39 5 45137 +61 +7 4 875 39 33 30
Paper and 'its productBe.cseeserrceccnsne 4], =12 +47 62 9,763 +6 +1 39 7,856 115 | 148 99
New England...eve.s +51 ~11 +56 5 313 ~1 0 4 341 194 | 286 165
Hiddle Atlantic. +57 -12 +59 18 3,188 +11 +4 10 1,536 84 112 73
East North Central... +39 ~12 +45 17 3,545 -2 -3 12 2,605 83/ 116 74
West North Central,.. +36 -18 +42 4 333 c e e e e e c
South Atlantic..... +31 =20 +hb ] 71 [ c [ [ [ c )
South Centrale..... +10 ~15 +28 5 538 [ ¢ c e e e 3
Pacifics.euvuans +34 =4 +36 7 1,135 +20 +1 6 2,003 2231 249 206
PetroleUlscveverecveasverorarsssenane cer +24 +3 +25 29 6,042 +45 -5 28 5,393 89 76 97
Shoes and other fOOtWeATssccsesasansonres +40 +11 +35 38 34,243 +15 -3 34 64,259 190 | 232 219
Tobacco products. . os +7 -5 +10 277 36,230 +15 +1 167 17,500 72 68 68
New Engian@e.ecaeveces +4 4 +8 22 2,589 +18 +9 11 554 62 58 56
Middle Atlantice.e.csses +8 =5 +11 54 11,036 +8 ¢ 35 6,673 80 81 76
Kast North Centralecsscerssnvien +9 =7 +12 68 7,294 +23 +1 41 2,842 65 58 61
West North Centrale.ceerocrreaes +9 ~2 +h 39 4,452 +21 +9 28 2,463 72 65 &6
South Atlantice.ceevsess .e +9 -2 +8 22 3,756 +17 =3 18 1,980 6l 57 62
East South Central. =3 -12 +8 14 1,329 +11 0 7 563 55 52 54
West South Central. . v} -5 +3 - 2L 1,458 +23 0 5. 212 46 35 45
Mountaine.ceerens caere +30 +5 +24 10 654 +3 =2 7 430 71 92 77
PacifiCe-cueseinnaans seresssirscsnns +5 -6 +14 19 2,359 +11 e 8 630 72 69 7
Wines and spiritse. sersreencaeces +33 -9 +49 302 98,987 +39 +13 243 | 136,666 1851 148 146
New England.... .o . +56 -4 +74 26 5,006 +48 +3 17 5,458 167 | 184 177
Middle Atlantic.. .o +53 -5 +70 44 32,747 +90 +16 37 41,535 1951 141 150
East North Central.... »a +39 ~14 +53 46 12,693 43 +10 33 14,705 155 149 125
West North Central.... .o +35 -8 +36 29 9,067 +42 +21 23 12,922 212 | 193 148
South Atlantic...... vers . +30 -5 +40 40 12,281 +73 +14 37 18,627 158 | 120 133
Tast South Central.... . +7 1 ~16 +13 15 2,684 +41 +25 12 5,234 2421 180 156
West South Central....... . +3 +15 +8 35 8,011 +7 +10 31 11,925 160| 154 167
Mountain. seseorcessansasean . +31 -17 +49 9 1,795 +43 +48 9 2,820 157 | 144 88
PacifiCscseecrscscsvsnssccssonsnnnas +28 =23 +63 31 9,769 +80 0 21 14,135 2201 139 158
MiscellaneiUBesseiseossscsnsronssesscens +27 ~15 +32 41 7,557 +4 [¢] 27 65462 1211 161 105

Note:

The United States total and totals for some irades include a number of establishments not assigned to a geographie divisicn.

a Stock-sales ratios are percenteges derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales {including any direet shipments and consignment
business) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales.
b Includes reports received too late for inelusion in previous monthly trends.

¢ Ineufficient data to show separately.

d Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.
e Based on reports submltted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" States which do pot heve State Comtrol or mcmopoly dis-

tribution at the wholesale level.

New England - (Comn., Mass., Maine, N.H., R.I., Vi.)

Middle Atlantic - (N.J., N.Y., Pa.)

Tagt North Central - (I1l., Ind., Mich,, Ohlo, Wis.)
West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr.,
N. Dak,, S, Dak.)

States comprising geographic divisions:

East South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)

Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash,}

West South Central - (Ark., La,, Okla,, Texas)
Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N.Mex,, Utah, Wyo.)

South Atlentic - {Del,, D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., S.Cs,Va., W¥a)
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MARCH 1951

Sales and inventory irends contained in this release were compiled from reports submitted to the
Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,182 wholesale establishments in various lines
of business,

SALES

Wholesale dollar sales during March rose 4 percent above February in a gain smaller than the
normal seasonal trend. However, March sales jumped 20 percent over those of a year ago. Cumulative
sales for the first quarter of 1951 were 35 percent ahead of the corresponding period of 1950,

All geographic divisions experienced sales gains over the previous month and, also, over March
1650, Increases over February levels ranged from a very slight rise in the Middle Atlantic region to
a gain of 11 percent reported by the East South Central and Mountain divisions. Compared with a year
ago, the most substantial increase, 26 percent, was reported in the East North Central and Mountain
regions. '

Most trades indicated sales gains over the previous month, the largest increase (36%) being ex-
perienced by farm supplies. However, eight trades reported declines, the heaviest drop (13%) shown by
wines and spirits. While four trades (coal, grocery specialty lines, wines and spirits and fresh fruits
and vegetables) reflected small declines below March a year ago, all trades indicated first quarter 1951
sales in excess of first quarter 1950. Industrial supplies, with an increase of 75 percent, reported the
highest quarterly gain.

INVENTORIES )

Wholesalers’ inventories at the end of March advanced 7 percent above the February 28 stock level
and were 34 percent above the dollar value of stocks on hand March 31, 1950. All regions followed the
national trend with increases over both periods. The Middle Atlantic region, while reporting the small-
est month-to-month increase (2%), indicated the most substantial gain (44%) over stocks on hand a year
ago. According to the reports of 3,199 establishments submitting inventories in conjunction with sales,
the March stock-sales ratio of 161 was 4 points higher than the previous month and15 'srpoints above
March 1950. .

RETAIL .

According to the-Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report, March sales of independent retail stores
increased 15 percent above February and were 10 percent higher than March last ear, Cumulative sales
for the first quarter were 17 percent above the same period of 1950,

~ TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES

(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only)
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BASED ON REPORTS SUBMITTED TO THE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS . . - !

"DATA IN THIS REPORT ARE ‘NOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH 'OR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE FLUCTUATIONS.



Page 2 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
MARCH 1951

(Data are shown by geographic divisions where possible without disclosure of individual operations)

N
Sales , Inventf)ry ) ef\d-of-mon’ch (at cost) s tock—s.elesa
1 : ratios
Kind of business Pgrcen'(f change March 1951 panel [Percent chenge] March 1951 panel )
and Mar. |Mar. |3 mos.{ WNo. of Mar. | Mar. No. of i
geographic division 1951 11951 | 1951 | estab- R?;imd 1951 | 1951 estab- R§P°§"ed
from |from from {1lishments vgluzi from | from fishments v‘zﬁu:r lf;gi tfg;o gggi
Mar. |Feb. |3 mog,| report- (add 000) Mar: | Feb. report- (add 0(8)0)
1950 |[1951 11950 ing 1950 | 1951 ing .
United States, total,...... veeene veeee 1 420 4] 435 4,182 $883,749 | 434 7 3,199 |$1,172,610 || 161 | 146 157
New England...ceevasenvraas eeanna rressaas +17 +2 +39 229 36,648 +39 +11 168 42,138 147 125 136
Middle Atlantic... .. +17 0 +37 775 173,552 +4d +2 547 189,225 145 118 144
East North Gentral..... +26 +4 +39 832 160,732 +38 +8 . 662 195,781 140 129 134
West North Central.... +16 *2 +30 455 114,206 +30 +7 364 175,701 190 170 177
. South Atlantic,..... +20 +3 +34 539 101,779 +41 +6 414 136,883 160 137 154
East South Central.... +16 +11 +29 208 35,874 +34 46 155 49,437 165 144 173
West South Central....... +14 +6 +24 394 75,772 +26 +10 304| 110,455 176 161 173
Mountain. - +26 +11 +36 169 29,200 +27 +9 137 39,697 157 157 159
Pacific....eienen Seeserecasitstataco s on s +21 +6 +42 531 117,696 +32 +14 398 157,107 169 158 158
. Automotive SupplieSe..ceceseeen. ceeevreeee 428 L 51 4m1 281 19,657 | +29 +6 180 21,001 4} 241 | 257 231
New England...... . +16 |- -18 +67 7 370 [ c [ [ ¢ c e
Middle Atlantic.... +49 +1 +62 40 1,357 +30 +8 36 2,613 222 255 208
East North Central. +19 -6 +44 54 4,049 +52 +12 (73 7,265 242 200 200
West North Central. +38 -6 +59 44 4,867 +6 +1 20 3,081 245 314 242
South.Atlantic..... 423 ~11 +56 18 2,702 +19 o | 1 1,220 278 318 282
South Central. 11 ~111 . +48 16 2,185 +22 -6 10 « 1,141 {198 238 219
Mountain...... -1 -11 +18 18 679 +61 | +7 7 1,171 2991 280 272
Paeific....... +45 +12 +52 75 3,145 +12 +4 41 3,464 231 307 273
Electrical group, total........... eeiees . +34 +5 +57 668 181,717 +55 +16 597 219,391 129 12| - 118
Full-line wholesglerS....ceesevasnasvasas . +41 +7 +59 428 139,923 +51 +17 421 176,423 127 116
New England...... . . +34 +3 +62 31 8,178 +62 +22 31 10,681 131 111
Middle Atlentic.. +42 +9 +58 59 22,248 +74 +19 58 28,438 129 118
East North Central. +52 +4 +66 88 32,283 +53 +20 87 36,730 134 99
West North Central. e +40 +4 +56 41 12,706 +32 +13 40 14,602 116 108
South Atlantic..... . +37 +5 +62 63 18,772 +62 +17 6L 25,465 140 125
East South Central. . +19 +1 +49 26 5,621 +69 +15° 25 8,163 148 130
_West South Central +19 +9 +42 47 12,579 +39 +10 47 19,916 158 156
Mountain..... +47 +9 +60 19 5,405 +35 +17 190 6,805 1E2 ] T34 114
Pacific.. +51 +13 +65 54 22,131 +37 +17 53 25,823 )| 117 114
Wiring supplies, cangsiruction materials
AlgbrIhutorse . ceecreiaennn PPN vesreanas +56 +16 +64 128 11,157 +48 +10 85 10,046 130 136 141
New England... . +96 +3 +88 13 768 +35 +7 4 218 126 71| 149
Middle Atlantic.... . +64 +9 +73 33 1,376 +30 +5 20 1,622 143 187 147
East North Central... +74 +13 +82 28 3,712 +50 +9 2 3,150 123 143 130
West North Central... +46 +12 +50 2 1,154 +41 +7 6 926 163 161 170
South Atlantie..... +28 +36 +24 18 2,149 +61 +20 14 1,950 101 80 120
South Central. +67 +18 +85 13 1,218 +53 +5 9 1,388 168 184 188
Mountain,..... .. -1 +15 +21 5 292 [ 4 3 ' [ c c e
221 i +57 +10 +94 9 488 +57 +10 8 705 147 147 147
Appliances and specialties wholesalers... +7 -5 147 112 30,637 +81 +11 91 32,922 142 79 120
New England..... . -12 -~16 +67 ‘ [ 994 +66 +35 6 1,311 132 70 82
Middle Atlentie.... +14 -6 +55 27 13,577 || +154 +7 19 10,915 144 57 122
East North Central. +6 <13 +38 20 3,611 +71 +17 15 3,793 121 72 1 a8
West North Central. +34{- =1 +57 14 1,696 +66 +12 o1 3,737 277 155 236
South Atlantie... .. +7 -4 +37 16|. 4,149 +47 +11 15| . 4,558 i, 123 88 107
South Central. e +7 +10 +22 9] . 2,064 A +15 8 2,799 136 101 130
Mountain.... .. +58 +48 +61 7 1,311 +20 +24 7 1,565 19 158 142
Pacifici.cuevn. =15 -9 +28 13 3,185 +83 +6 10 4y 244 140 64 120
Furniture and house furnishings............ +27 +8 +43 82 19,606 +24 .47 65 25,507 146 152 146
Middle Atlantic....ovieanns . +10 -1 +27 16 3,212 || - +20 +4 12 4,286 175 159 163
East North Central.. .- +42 ~5 +62 9 3,091 +23 -1 7 3,835 137 160 131
West North Central,. .e +24 +2 +46 12 3,110 +49 +15 12 5,461 176 146 157
. South Atlentic...... - 0 +28 ] 9 879 [ o e c [ [ [
South Central.. . +42 +26 +48 15 2,837 +2 +7 15 3,604 127 176 150
Mountain.... N +24 +14 +4te 6 1,163 +25 +6 5 1,714 160 162 171
Pacifices.revimianennaaiaanans ceiasaaas +351 +15 +54 . 12 4,600 +24 +8 -~ 10 5,146 118 127 127
HBTAWATC s it eeeernrrennearonsennne vereesis +37 +9 +57 |, 16l 74,089 +24 +4 135 134,792 212 236 224
) New England.... . 44 +5 +65 A 687 +16 +7 4 1,926 280 347 277
Mlddle Atlantie... . +48 +9 +68 37 11,135 +31 -12 - 30 15,173 158 182 194
East North Central . +43 +10 +63 25 14,704 +35 +9 241 . 30,349 213 223 215
West North Central. .. +33 +9 +50 19 15,320 +22| . 48 . 18 30,064 227 251 234
South Atlantic.... e +35 +9 +45 25 6,871 +10 -1 21 12,629 202 248 222
Fast South Central. .. +28 +12 +45 12 4,884 +28 +11 10 9,157 210 216 213
West South Central.. - +18}1. + +35 15 5,902 +17 +2 9 8,189 226 227 224
Mountain...ceeseas . +26 1. 432 +46 8 2,548 -1 +6 6 2,687 219 266 |- 285
Pacific...avonns tesserscsststantaanansn +41 +8 +79 16 12,038 +20 +3 N 13 24,618 238 278 248
Industrial supplies feretsnensanenanne +59 +8 +75 88 15,228 || . +18 +7 [ 19,676 168 218 169
New England.... .o ] 448 +3 +69 7 675 -14 +2 6 1,221 211 361 209
Middle Atlantie.. . +70 +3 +88 18 1,759 +37 +10 1 1,642 160 188 153
Eagt North Central . +70 +8 +78 7 1,076 +37 +8 5 681 197 200 193
West North Central . hide +5 +72 8 1,114 +10 -3 7 1,566 199 230 184
South Atlantic.... . +55 0 +72 1. 9 812 +20 +3 8 1,446 J|. 181 235 176 .
South Central.. .o +52 +13 +57 1 29 5,833 +28 +13 19 8,753 193 223 197
o T B e Y +70 +8 | +103 10 3,959 +8 +2 8 4,367 119 188 126
JeWELT Yy s ieeeanmirnonnossnoan rrenrneneres +50 +16 +60 150 8,997 +52 +14 86 16,630 251 250 252
New England.,. B . +34 +7 +47 5 349 ) c [ e c e [
Middle Atlantiec.. .e +62 +20 +69 45 3,007 +90 +33 17 4,634 241 212 230
East North Central.. ’n +#43| . +18 +50 39 2,066 +51 .41 24 3,466 204 190 231
West North Central.. .. +51 +14 +59 . 14 1,129 +35 +3 11 2,773 232 270 246
South Atlantic.... v +35 +20 +45 8 533 +62 +12 4 1,200 272 245 303
South Central.. s +27 +23 +26 71 - 293 *14 +16 6 1,052 373 419 395
Pacificesvrocrianen F +53 +7 +76 29 1,596 +41 +16 20 3,993 303 325 266

Makddd {Continued on next page)




WHOLESALERS! SALES .ND INVENTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
MARCH 1951

(Data are shown by geographic divisions where possible without disclosure of individual operations)

Page 3

‘sales Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) ! Stock-sales®
: ratios
Kind of business Percent change March 1951 panel Percent change Maruh‘ 1951 panel
and Mar. |Mar. |3 mos. No. of Mar. | Mar. | No. of
geographic division 1951 1951 | 19517 estap- | REPOTEEd Jl ho51 | o5y | esten- | Reported
dollar dollar fMar. {Mar. | Feb.
from |from from | lighments from | from |lishments
; values values §1951 {1950 { 1951
Mar. |Feb. |3 mos,| report- (add 000) Mar, | Feb. | report- (add 000)
. 1950 |1951 | 19508  ing 1950 | 1951 ing
Lumber and building materials...........e.. £37 | 432 439 81| $15,939 || +37 +8 58 | $14,553 | 108 | 130 156
Middle Atlantic....occons . +29 1 - 441 +29 18 2,978 +17 +11 10 1,104 54 63 76
. East North Central.. . +31 +42 +35 i1 1,248 +22 +3 8 1,178 127 149 199
West North Central.. . +19 +29 +32 7 985 +19 +10 4 369 73 72 70
South Atlantic.... . +40 +33 +40 11 2,130 +30 -4 9 1,349 129 129 193
South Central.. +39 +35 +31 5 1,256 e e e e c e c
Mountain..... +67 +26 +52 7 2,701 +41 +4 6 3,644 149 1 172
PACILIC s s anncrsccsncearaarennnnennss +40 +19 +57 9 2,103 +61 +15 7 2,180 125 112 127
Machinery equipment, supplies (excePt
electrieal)veeiuerrneenans aeeeaaeaaas .. +52 +19 +39 46 9,737 0 0 31 11,799 150 221 178
New England.... .o +29 +10 +39 5 563 +6 +3 4 941 214 267 229
Middle Atlantic. . +84 +11 +93 7 1,542 c c c c c c c
Fast North Central.. . +77 +18 +69 10 1,387 +38 +1 7 1,451 134 166 152
- South Atlantic.... . +22 +4 +41 6 942 e e e e [ [ ¢
South Central.. . +39 +40 -2 7 . 2,709 =22 0 5 3,957 150 269 213
o2 TS & i T +87 +29 | +102 7 1,118 +4 -4 5 1,367 209 342 241
L= U = +50 +13 +66 38 12,689 +12 +5 26 8,732 96 131 104
Paints and varnishes.....eveeorersconcanons +41 +10 +54 52 6,718 +35 +3 46 18,125 277 290 296
Plumbing and heating supplies.....c.veecsns +65 +11 +72 120 19,666 +45 +9 97 31,878 185 213 186
Nevw England....cenececnas . +46 -3 +47 6 303 ) c ¢ ¢ e [ e
Middle Atlantic... . +72 +18 +71 34 3,111 +27 +8 |- 26 44,333 164 230 179
East North Central.. - +29 -2 +49 15 1,434 +30 | . +11 13 3,334 265 260 234
West North Central.. +57 +10 +73 12 1,530 +43 +26 10 2,853 206 226 175
South Atlantie.. .. +68 +7 +73 38 9,863 +49 +8 38 17,187 174 197 172
PaCifiC. vuiveiverensinnessesnsnnsasens +63 +29 +96 4 1,200 e c e e c c e
Refrigeration equipment; parts
(Commereial)veeseeversennscensoraencncanssd : +47 +2 +59 31 1,656 +27 +6 25 3,435 254 294 260
Middle Atlantic... +48 +3 +51 [} 326 c <) e -] c ¢ [
East North Central .+23 +15 +30 7 250 +42 +6 [ 948 384 346 417
South Atlantic.... . +48 +6 +64 7 435 +19 0 7 974 224 278 237
g & i L +63 +7 +83 5 217 +21 +h 5 461 212 286 219
Surgical, medicul, equipment, supplies,.... +37 ~-10 +55 37 5,843 +52 +9 31 6,635 125 115 101
Middle AtlantiC....vevvnvinnnennenenns. +30 +3 7 4. +47 6 820 +61 +23 4 689 106 a8 86
East North Central +43 -27 +75 10 2,669 +66 +8 9 2,935 115 101 76 -
South Atlantic. . +40 +24 +41 [} 800 +35 +5 5 983 126 132 149
South Centrale...vevserevnnneersnenesns +24 +19 +33 6 758 +52 +11 4 530 101 84 107
BELT e e runsurnernonasnsssonesnssascasasnnan +4 +18 +9 45 1,731 +13 +3 28 804 52 &7 58
Middle Atlantic... . +6 +28 +6 9 399 +10 -2 8 111 28 27 37
East North Central.. . +4 +15 +8 15 530 +23 0 14 224 44 37 51
_West North Central.. . -7 +7 +4 5 98 +2 +34 4 51 ERE 88 79
South Atlantic.... s +6 +14 +10 5 340 =7 :}g 4 71 58 &6 63
Pacific.ieieeiiniiriiniiicciinannnnians +8 +15 +18 5 271 +26 4 196 85 66 92
Chemicals, industrial....ccceeeivneiiennns . +52 +3 +68 iz 2,800 +33 +11 7 1,425 62 73 57
Clothing and furnishings (exeept shoes).... +11 =11 +32 25 3,556 +18 -4 16 3,643 148 141 153
e B P PPN ~1 ~1 +31 18 3,632 || +136 -22 17 2,688 74 32 95
Confectionery s ecransineiaenns v hieeaees +8 +19 +12 42 1,335 +9 -6 25 815 92 9% 120
Middle Atlantic. . +12 +35 +17 9 404 +4 -5 5 163 65 71 104
North Central.. . -4 +20 +1 8 245 +31 +3 7 243 108 84 135
South Atlantic.... . +11 +15 +12 12 299 +11 +7 7 245 120 118 127
East South Central...c.cisiesarniereenans -5 +10 +5 8 173 +9 +3 4 38 84 83 84
Dairy and poultry productS....ceemeeennnun. +16 +7 +22 25 6,901 +69 ~24 18 2,430 39 27 57
-Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)...... . +14 +13 +19 198 £3,413 +24 +4 154 88,593 177 165 193
New England............ vermmaan cae +21 +13 +24 14 3,229 +22 +4 11 4,245 166 167 182
Middle Atlantie... . +8 +10 +16 26 11,027 +18 +1 15 11,230 162 156 178
East North Central.. . +21 +18 +23 26 10,567 +34 +5 20 13,030 158 143 177
West North Central,. +7 +13 +15 19 6,391 +18 4] 17 10,058 179 163 201
South Atlantic...... +7 +10 +15 32 7,906 +24 +2 24 10,811 178 156 194
East South Central.. 49 +16 +15 17 3,863 +17 +4 i3 5,352 171 160 193
West South Central.. . +10 +8 +17 31 8,682 +21 +2 23 13,680 204 185 216
Mountain.......... +14 +15 +19 12 2,630 +27 +6 9 3,759 222 197 240
Pacific e ieniiiiniieeiisiiiniinninns . +28 +17 +30 21 9,118 431 +X2 18 16,428 181 177 189
DIy B00Q8cnennreenenenenniaracuesosinnnnes +18 +1 +30 180 47,500 +26 +7 141 92,489 230 214 222
New England +10 +9 +40 8 855 +29 +14 -7 1,314 159 137 151
Middle Atlantic... +32 0 b 49 9,935 +21 +5 34 13,464 215 226 206
East North Central. +7 +7 +16 18 5,105 +20 +12 18 10,292 202 179 192
West North Central +19 +4 +28 20 16,352 +30 +4 18 39,580 243 224 242
South Atlantic. +14 -1 +34 27 4,916 +35 +9 21 10,430 236 198 215
East South Central. +12 +1 +25 15 1,731 +21 +7 9 3,390 267 241 247
West South Central.. +11 +14 +18 13 2,874 +38 +9 13 6,669 232 186 243
Mountain.......... +23 +9 +35 6 542 +42 +13 5 1,649 329 284 317
Pacific....oevvninn., +10 -13 +30 24 5,190 +2 +8 16 5,70% 205 274 178
Farm supplies +14 +36 +15 21 7,977 +57 0 11 1,175 53 40 63
Fresh fruits and vegetableSees.eevrocvessss -5 +14 #1 67 5,091 || 437 (o] 2 1,249 39 26 47
New England....ceveessn -2 -1 +3 8 220 +45 +9 7 81 51 35 48
Middle Atlantic, =15 +1 =41 18 940 -5 -17 10 38 8 8 11
East North Central +9 +15 +10 15 1,452 +13 +2 8 165 36 29 41
West North Central. -19 +14 ~4 7 575 +16 +9 7 268 47 33 49
South Atlantic..... +2 +7 +8 6 347 -18 -13 4 45 18 22 23
East South Central....c.vrviieeninecans +12 +10 +17 B, 347 <] [ c [ ¢ [ e
PaciflCecerevoanvaoas ceseassrsurarasans ] +28 +1 4 859 c ¢ ¢ c ¢ [ e

(Continued on next page)



Page 4 WIHOLESALERS' SALES AND JTAVINTORIES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS AND GROGRAPHIC DIVISION
MARCH 1951
(Data are shovn by geographi: divigions where poﬁsible without disclosure of inaividual operations)
¥ T El
Sales t -0f -
Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales®
Kind of business Percent change March 1951 panel Percentchargel March 1951 panel ratiO§
and Mar. | Mar. {3 mos.| No. of Mar, | Mar. 0. O
geographic division 1951 1951 { 1951 estab- Reported 1951 | 1951 gstabf Reported
from | from| from |lishments 3§iizz from | from | lisiments | 001187 |} Mar. | Mar. |Feb.
Mar. Feb. | 3 mos.| report- {add 000 Mar. | Feb. | Teport- valuss 1951 | 1950 11951
1950 | 1951 | 1950b|  ing 8 )l 1950 | 1951 (ada 000}
Groceries, 1otalesieeiraenreeaniercenaranans +3 ~1 +19 864 | $129,206 +26 +5 670 | $170,308 171 140 159
Nonaffiliated full-line wholesalersd....: +4 +2 +16 574 57,443 +2 +3 467 78,524 165 137 163
New Englan@...eeesesacesaonssoneaseannn -7 +6 +13 7 1,307 +48 +13 4 3,148 289 180 269
Middle Atlantic.. . -6 -1 +11 22 2,228 +20 T 43 12 2,718 186 14z 176
East North Central.. . +6 +1 +20 143 12,448 +23 ~1 126 18,705 185 142 169
West North Central. +8 +5 +10 62 5,954 +24 +3 51 8,388 169 148 172
South Atlantie..... . +6 7 +16 68 8,006 +29 +5 40 8,256 153 124 154
Tast South Central.. +4 +9 +18 42 4,938 +27 -2 32 5,602 137 112 152
West South Central.... . +6 +3 +16 112 12,969 +21 0 89 16,158 161 142 165
Mountain...eevenens cene +8 +4 +20 22 2,011 +22 +2 20 3,370 174 156 77
PaCifiC. . teerervenraersvrerasacsnnsonen -3 -5 +15 96 7,582 || +28 +13 93 12,179 168 128 139
Voluntary-group wholesalers....... +3 -5 +19 177 48,642 +28 +7 123 66,300 180 143 156
New England.. [ 0 +23 9 2,740 +33 +6 7 2,118 158 126 152
Middle Atlantie.... -2 -3 +18 46 13,961 +36 +8 31 19,576 186 133 170
East North Central. +7 -5 +22 48 9,301 +35 +5 34 11,185 158 124 143
West North Central.. +1 -16 +17 32 9,838 +29 +10 32 21,032 214 168 163
South Atlantic... +3 +1 +21 13 2,783 +28 0 7 2,014 136 104 130
Pacific........ . +6 -1 +20 16 4,853 +20 +4 4 2,706 140 126 119
Retailer-cooperative warehouses.....o.... +7 +5 +20 20 8,795 +15 +3 15 6,327 148 129 141
Specialty lines wholesalers......--. PN -1 A +28 93 14,326 +21 +8 60 19,157 173 144 155
New England....ccooeueinnes +7 | +11 +16 6 207 +8 +5 4 137 101 93 102
Middle Atlantic... -5 ~11 +33 19 2,875 +13 =11 11 3,417 149 124 143
East North Central.. ~9 +17 +7 10 735 +15 -~35 5 207 66 61 116
South Atlantic...... +6 +6 +23 23 2,252 +25 -6 15 2,097 114 96 127
East South Central.. . 0 +7 +17 6 621 c c [ [ c e c
West South Central.. . *6 +4 +20 5 343 c e c <] [ c e
Mountdin. B . +29 -9 +62 4 661 c c c 4 [ ¢ ¢
PACifiC.eininrenneaieseronatanecrionsns -2 -6 +30 17 6,405 +22 +22 13 11,653 231 189 187
Leather and shoe findingsS...ce...auun.s e +14 +6 +30 29 590 +16 +8 15 - 1,239 377 373 380
Middle Atlanbic.....cce0ans +8 +24 +16 7 52 e [} B e c c [ c
East North Central.......... +19 +19 +32 6 94 c . e e c ¢ c ¢
PACIfiC.cuscvscionionnasnanns Ceveenas +16 -6 +40 7 307 o c [ e c ¢ c
Meats and meat products.esscscc... s +17 +7 +28 41 24,036 +41 =4 35 10,511 57 48 62
Middle Atlantic...... . +19 -1 +28 10 4,142 +30 +4 10 2,129 51 47 49
East North Central..... +20 +7 +28 13 9,463 +49 -7 12 5,570 63 50 71
South Atlantie.... +12 +4 +12 4 380 [ [ e e [ e e
Pacific..... B +27 +11 +35 5 4,611 +60 -9 4 796 33 27 39
Paper and ite producis....... eebevanies ven +41 +12 +45 63 10,710 +10 0 39 7,687 104 130 116
New England....... . +33 +13 +47 5 354 +10 +6 A 361 211 225 194
Middle Atlantic. . +hh +10 +54 17 3,123 +13 -1 9 1,228 75 89 84
East North Central........... . +40 +12 +43 19 4,212 +2 +4 14 2,898 76 105 84
West North Central........... . +23 +2 +36 4 340 [ ¢ e c [ 4 [
South Atlantic...... +68 +20 +51 8 1,082 c c e c e c ¢
South Central... +15 +10 +24 4 457 [ c c J -] [ e
Pacific..... +35 +9 +36 ] 1,142 +31 -3 5 1,847 224 222 236
PetTOleUM: v ennuoseersnnnnsorenarsacosasnns +15 +7 +21 28 6,425 +62 +7 28 5,798 90 64 90
Shoes and other fOOLWeAT e et enasmrersss +29 +7 +33 39 36,580 +14 Q 34 63,939 176 201 190
TODACCO ProfdUCtS.sceen icsannssassncsrcnsns +4 +10 +8 294 41,040 +16 -2 177 17,212 63 57 71
New BEngland... . “1 1 310 +4 25 2,897 || +26 EYA 14 648 % 77| 58
' Middle Atlantie. +4 +13 +8 63 13,680 +13 ~6 41 7,151 9 64 83
East North Central... +6 +9 +10 70 8,058 +24 +2 40 2,885 62 53 66
West North Central. +4 +5 +5 45 5,513 +13 -3 29 2,408 65 60 72
South Atlantic..... +h +12 +7 23 3,813 +23 +3 19 1,655 51 43 55
East South Central. +10 +17 +8 11 1,413 +10 +1 7 576 48 48 56
West South Central... +2 +11 +2 27 2,350 +10 +3 11 727 59 56 63
Mountain. .v.oseesoes +11 +4 +16 11 962 +20 +7 8 698 77 73 75
BT T i X TP T R -1 +8 +10 19 2,354 +20 +9 8 464 63 50 62
Wines and spirits®...v...eeeons -2 -~13 +30 315 90,812 +59 +11 261 161,101 215 134 175
New England... +11 -7 +48 26 5,278 +53 [¢] o[ 6,018 169 120 159
Middle Atlantic.. o] -18 +42 47 27,041 +59 —~4 43 44,299 200 128 180
Zast North Central.... +8 =-11 +37 48 10,947 +69 +8 36 17,368 193 123 164
West North Central.... -19 -28 +14 34 7,098 +41 +12 29 15,654 294 174 196
South Atlantice.....ee. +2 -13 +23 48 13,768 +73 +5 43 24,828 194 113 160
East South Central... -5 -1 +6 18 3,084 +38 +1 15 6,088 231 161 233
West South Central... -3 -7 +h 38 8,793 +42 +37 32 17,709 232 163 163
Mountain. ceeeeneaecannns +2 -7 +30 12 1,912 +76 +20 11 3,432 193 112 149
PHCIfiC e iincnaraeranrcancsanenssnsonn -7 +h +34 39 12,295 +72 +48 28 24,374 256 1 139 188
*
MisCellaneousS. s cerarssvrosreasasooconunans +27 +17 +30 41 8,872 +9 +7 28 7,200 112 135 124

Note:

b Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

¢ Insufficient data 6 show separately.

d Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

e Baged on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-ca

tribution at the wholesale level.

New England - (Conn., Mass., Maime, N. H., R.I., Vi.)

Middle Atlantic - (N.J., N.Y., Pa.)

East North Central - (I11., Ind., Mich,, Ohlo, Wis.)
West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr.,

N. Dak., S. Dak.)

1 south Centrai-—East South Central and West South Central combined.

PR PR

States' comprising geographic divisions:

The United States total and totals for some trades include a number .of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.
a Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at eost,
business) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales.

by total sales (including any direct shipments and consigoment

lled "license" States which do not have State Control or monopoly dis-

/

South Atlentic - (Del., D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.G., 8.0., Va., W.Va.)
Fast South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)
West South Central - (Ark., La., Okla., Texas)
Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N.Mex., Uteh, Wyo.)
Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)
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Sales drid inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from reports submitted to the
Bureau of the :Ce::-nsus from all parts of the country by 4,096 wholesale establishments in various lines of
business. ‘

SALES . - :

April sales of wholesalers dropped 12 percent below the level of the previous month, but rose 18
percent above sales a year ago, However, cumulative sales for the first four months of 1951 were 31 per-
cent ahead of the same period of 1950, reflecting the sales gains of 53, 45, 20 and 18 percent reported for
January, February, March and April,

All geographic divisions indicated sales declines below March 1951, but reported gains over April
1950 sales. The Mountain region, which indicated the smallest decrease (6%) below the previous month,
experienced the largest increase (26%) over a year ago, On the other hand, the East South Central divi-
sion, which felt the heaviest drop (13%) below March sales, showed the smallest gain (9%) over April 1950,

Most trades covered in this survey lagged behind previous month sales, with shoes and other foot-
wear showing the most substantial decrease, 33 percent, However, eight trades indicated small increases,
mostly seasonal, of 2 to 6 percent. Compared with a year ago, only two trades, coal (-1%) and electrical
appliances and specialties (-15%), reported sales declines. All other trades experienced gains over a
year ago ranging from a slight (1%) rise in fresh fruits and vegetables to a substantial jump of 81 percent
in machinery equipment and supplies. .

INVENTORIES . -

The dollar value of inventories of wholesalers on April 30 rose 3 percent above. the previous month,
the ninth successive increase since July 1950, Stocks on hand were 36 percent above the April 30, 1950
stock level. All regions followed closely the national trend with increases over both periods. However,
14 frades indicated stocks on hand below the previous month, although all 37 kinds of business covered
in this report were at substantially higher inventory levels than a year ago, According to the reports of
3,122 establishments submiiting inventories in conjunction with sales, the April stock-sales ratio of 190
was 24 points higher than the previous month and 28 points above April 1950, :
RETAIL

According to the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report, April sales of independent retail stores
dropped 10 percent. below March,but remained at the same level as April of last year. Cumulative sales
for the first four months were 13 percent above the same period of 1950. :

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES
~(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only)
INDEX 1939 MONTHLY AVERAGE = {00 ' . INDEX
300 " - 100 3
SALES ~ MONTHLY AVERAGE »
300 o - " 300
o Q--~
200 / 200
IRYENTORIES : o
100 100
11||||1au|‘|a|¢||111||1|H||||||||||¢.||||||10
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1948 - 1949 1950 - = 1951
BASED ON REPORTS SUBMITTED TO THE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

"DATA IN THIS REPORT ARE NOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH OR FOR SEASONAL OR PRICE FLUCTUATIONS.



Page 2 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, mBl‘{I'ﬁ%s?F BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
I .

(Pata are shown by geographic divisions,where possible without disclosure of individual operations)

ales 1Vt [ ~Of = B
S Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales
Percent ‘change April 1951 panel  |lPercent change| April 1951 panel ratlos
Xind of business . N .
and T, prs |4 mos.{ No. o lApT . Apr. No. of
geographic division 1951 | 2951 | 1951°| estab- | BSPOMEd lligsy | 1951 | ostan- | Reported N
from | from | from {lishments values from from [ishments v:l ar 18;1 ig;o gr.
Apr. | Mar. |4 mo report- (2ad 000) lApr . Mer. |report- (a4 d“ggo 51
1950 | 1951 | 195 ing 1950 | 1951 | ing & )
United States, total.vsservsnsesa] +18 ~12 +31 4,096 1 $753,673 +36 +3 3,122$1,176,842 || 190 166 162
New England...cocscecesrscanenconseasons +15 -12 +34 230 33,363 442 +4 167 43,333 || 174 141 140
Middle Atlantic.csveoseass +17 -10 +32 770 145,712 +44 +2 5441 182,818 || 163 137 148
Eagt North Central.... +22 ~9 +35 801 140,130 +37 +2 630) 191,095 ]| 158 141 140
West North Central... +17 ~12 +27 . 440 98,027 +32 +1 354 173,810 | 215 | 193 189
South Atlanticecsssrarssssnsraserneeess| +15 -12 +29 517 84,932 || 446 +6 3991 136,299 | 190 I 150 159
Bast South Centralecsieicierinuniranensns +9 -13 +24 207 29,687 +45 +8 149 50,641 || 211 160 168
West South Central... 4 416 ~11 +22 386 65,373 +29 +3 300 112,629 || 209 148 178
Mountain...sveaas ced) 426 -6 +33 166 28,167 +24 +4 133 41,762 1 170 173 154
Pacifice..inun.. Cerarsaceen tessrecenann +22 =11 +37 529 100,154 +37 46 396 164,251 || 208 184 171
Avtomotive supplieS...ccaviveconn. vesenot, 425 =3 +44 279 19,341 +26 +2 176 21,481 I 258 265 241
New England..... +19 +22 +51 8 a8 1 (x) {x) (x) (%) {x) (x} {x)
Middle Atlantiec, +52 -3 +59 40 1,322 +32 +2 36 2,665 | 232 | 270 222
East North Central o 430 0 +41 56 4,114 +47 +1 A7 7,792 || 260 234 251
West North Central.. +28 -1 +51 39 4,559 +1 -2 15 2,180 | 235 313 228
South Atlantic...... B +9 ~13 +43 19 2,419 +21 +5 11 1,338 || 341 265 271
South Central.. +4 -9 +37 17 2,035 +7 - 11 1,194 fi 201 227 199
Mountain..... . +6 -1 +16 18 959 +19 [¢] 7 1,168 || 311 a3e 299
o2 5 +48 -3 +51 76 3,054 +15 +7 41 3,728 § 275 330 231
Electrical group, totale..eeveeerevneaas] 422 =17 +48 | 664 151,978 +60 +16 589 250,593 || 177 137 128
Full-line wholesSalerSesecacencasss eesat 431 -14 +52 425 119,539 +60 +17 418] 205,135 1 174 142 128
New Englend....... +25 -13 +52 3 6,915 +70 +18 31 12,586 i 182 133 131
Middle Atlantic... o 430 ~-11 +50 59 19,707 +98 +22 58 34,773 | 179 117 129
East North Central . +44 -10 +61 85 28,472 +56 +13 83, 40,090 || 221 132 113
West North Central veef +#25 ~14 +48 41 10,965 +42 +20 41 17,995 || 164 144 18
South Atlantic.... +29 ~15 +53 64 15,933 +68 +17 62 29,966 || 194 150 140
East South Central +4 -20 +37 26 4,506 +82 +18 25 9,642 || 220 127. 148
West South Central 0 #17 -17 +36 47 10,417 +48 +20 &7 23,823 1 229 182 158
Mountain.......ee. el 434 -18 +54 19 4,415 +50 +16 19 7,674 || 174 155 122
o€ T & i 1 +37 -16 +58 53 18,209 +38 +12 52 28,586 || 102 157 s
Wiring supplies, construction materials
Aistributorse avasecessscsnsnasncnennss) +46 -10 +59 127 10,113 +47 +6 85 10,595 | 149 147 125
New Englend....... +65 -9 +82 13 694 +44 +12 5 35710 193 191 136
Middle Atlantie. .o 39 <12 +62 3% 1,289 +34 +5 21 1,732 || 169 181 143
East North Central o #64 =12 +77 30 3,327 +46 +7 23 3,787 || 157 166 127
West North Central eed] 428 ~10 +47 8 895 +39 +7 6 936 || 202 188 175
South Atlantic,... o] 425 -7 +24 i3 1,696 +58 -1 9 1,201 82 63 76
South Central. cevres]  +64 -1 +79 15 1,560 +57 +12 10 1,742 | 161 186 144
Mountain..... .- .. -2 -15 +15 5 248 || (x) (x) (x} (x) {x) {x) (x)
Pacific.,. . . wesmeef  #35 -17 +84 9 404 +67 +7 8 753 || 190 153 147
Appliances and specialties wholesalers..| -15 =32 +31 112 22,326 +63 +11 86 34,863 || 214 112 134
New England....... veteruarranacesnas ~10 47 +60 8 1,539 +56 +25 [3 1,960 144 82| 59
Middle Atlentice........ veee . ~18 ~33 +35 26 9,136 )| +117 +8 13 9,368 || 221 85 148
East North Central............ 4 -l4 =30 +25 17 2,59 +75 +13 12| 4,181 | 198 90| 120
West North Central.. . +2 -19 +43 14 1,377 +70 +5 12 4,323 || 324 195 251
South Atlantfe..,. S =22 -29 +21 18 3,025 +51 +15 17 5,447 || 197 103 123
South Central. ces ~33 =43 +8 11 1,066 +33 +23 9 3,462 1| 337 167 154
Mountain,.... eea] 422 -28 +3 7 1,185 +13 +16 7 1,848 || 156 167 28
2= T 1 2 .. -8 ~-18 +20 11 2,404 +43 +3 10 4,274 ) 187 118 146
Furniture and house furnishings....... Lol 429 -9 +39 84 18,007 +17 -2 68| 25,412 | 156 176 147
New England.......... vesssen . +6 -19 +27 5 819 +28 +7 4 1,458 || 183 151 137
Middle Atlantic... +1 -25 +21 16 2,410 +22 +3 12 4,426 || 234 201 175
East North Central. +66 +19 +63 8 3,426 -7 ~18 6 2,975 g5 175 140
West North Central... +51 +7 +45 13 3,437 +13 ~20 13 4,532 || 132 176 176
South Atlantic.. +1 | -20 +2 10 1Ll (x) | (%) (%) (%) (x) | (03| ()
South Central... +35 ~14 +45 15 2,439 +6 +10 15 3,954 || 162 208! 127
Mountaln...... J 433 -5 +41 5 1,014 +35 +1 5 1,730 171 169 160
Pacific,..cceinnn serssssscarrenanans +17 -19 +44 12 3,741 +36 +14 10 | 5,860 167 141 118
Hardware.....c.cennenaean ceseorsrrneasss] #25 ~14 +50 161 63,406 431 +6 137 140,241} 258 246 207
New England..... . +24 -9 +52 4 627 +19 +5 4 2,019 i 322 337 280
Middle Atlantie... +30 ~14 +59 36 9,206 +35 +8 31 16,700 1 202 196 160
East North Central., +16 21 +51 23 11,031 +34 +3 22 28,815 270 233 206
West North Central. +30 -13 +45 20 13,332 +23 -2 19 29,699 || 258 275 228
South Atlantic.... +14 15 +37 24 5,547 +24 +10 21 13,647 || 265 246 204
East South Central. +11 -15 +36 12 4,149 +4d +10 10 10,103 | 274 213 210
West South Central, +16 -12 +30 15 5,210 +34 +9 9 8,909 || 279 236 226
Mountain....... feaan +35 -4 +42 9 2,685 +9 +12 B| 3,023 274 320 219
Pacific...vnieieinieneincnncnnninean +39 <11 +72 18 11,619 +38 +14 15 27,317 )| 269 272 23
Industrial supplies........ccoeccavues eonl 453 =5 +69 g2 10,569 +29 47 59 14,356 || 192 223 170
New England...... +70 +5 +77 5 358 +12 +2 5 953 || 266 405 273
Middle Atlantic.... +73 +1 +83 20 2,027 +40 +3 13| 1,866) 144 173 14l
East North Central... +76 -4 +81 8 1,037 +36 +3 6 616 || 186 197 172
West North Cenitral. +51 -3 +67 7 989 +31 +12 5 1,069 | 169 170 156
South Atlantic... +24 ~14 +57 T 12 977 +24 +4 10 2,048 || 216 219 177
South Central. o 40 -8 +57 24 4,278 +27 +5 15 6,186 i 200 413 170
T i Pt +112 +1 | +104 6 903 +39 +19 5 1,618 § 197 317, 167
JeWElTYe ivsuanans 415 | -30| 449 156 6,464 || 444 -3 88| 16,8711 367|  277f 257
New England..... +16 -33 +38 6 321 | (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
Middle Atlantic.. +31 -3 +63 50 2,029 +53 -16 21 3,792 §f 319 245 240
East North Central. +9 =30 +38 40 1,648 +36 =1 23 4,313 § 318 255 239
West North Central. +19 =23 +48 14 874 +34 +5 12 2,492 ) 341 297 239
South Atlantic. £16 | -29| +38 6 336 || (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Central. 14 <15 +18 6 120 +65 +16 5 645 )| 581 301 427
PacCifiCecccsiarecncnrcnnnenins veread +1 =35 +55 31 1,120 +42 =1 19 4,063 )| 491 316 201
'

X328

(Continued on next page)




WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVINTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GBOGRAPHIC DIVISION Page 3
,  APRIL 1951

- (Data are shown by geographic divisions vhere posgible without diselosure of individual operations)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-gales!
Percent change April 1951 panel |Percent change April 1951 panel ratlos
Kind o:’n'gusiness A Apr. | Apr. (4 mos.! No. of Reported Apr. | Apr. No. of | Reported
1951 ] 1951 | 1951 estab- 1951 | 1951 estab-
geographic division frem | from | from |lishments dollar “from | from |lichments dollar fiApr. | Apr.| Mar.
values values 11951 | 1950] 1951
Apr. | Mar. |4 mos 3 report- (add 000) Apr. | Mar. | report- (add 000) K
1950 | 1951 | 1950 ing 1950 | 1951 ing
Lumber and building materials.....vesee. +22 =1 +34 79} $15,354 +36 +2 57)  $14,819 1331 117 129
Middle Atlantie......... . +16 +18 +25 18 3,636 +20 +5 10 1,154 45 44 54
East North Central,.. +19 +2 +32 11 1,277 +32 -5 8 1,127 132] 113 127
West North Central....... +1 ~-14 +22 7 844 +18 +3 4 380 78 58 73
South Atlantics.c.asuans +30 -2 +37 11 2,095 24 +3 9 1,393 136 135 129
South Centralssssseciasn +26 ~11 +30 5 1,116 (%) (x) (%) [¢3] (%) | (=) ()
Mountaineisesesenssrenesne +30 -2 +45 7 2,640 +37 +3 ] 3,747 156 146 149
T i T +52 4| 456 7 1,580 $61| -1 6 2,063 1321 124 129
Machinery equipment, supplies (except
€1ectric8l) sririeririricncnnnnencannnnn +81 +2 +49 48 10,072 +4 +3 35 13,417 150| 260 148
New England... . +39 -2 +39 5 .551 +11 +5 4 985 2371 307 214
Middle Atlantic.... +76 -5 +89 8 1,505 +29 0 5 1,834 1314 182 126
East North Central, +65 =12 +68 10 1,387 +33 +1 8 1,696 156 165 130
South Atlantie.. +12 -9 +37 4 725 (x) (%) (x) (x) (x) | (=) (x}
Seuth Central... .- +99 +15 +11 7 2,315 =21 +1 5 4,012 179 450 150
PaeifiCeciiieieerieniiieeennnninans +113 +18 1 +102 9 1,416 +8 +1 7 1,725 174 | 382 231
- +4d -2 +58 43 12,952 +8 +3 38 14,578 19| 15 113
Paints and varnisheS....veeveceessronenns +25 +4 +45 52 7,016 +32 +2 46 18,404 2691 256 277
Plumbing and heating supplies........... +56 #2 +67 122 19,029 +70 +8 99 33,773 2031 1861 193
New England..... hrireenene .. +14 1 -12] 439 6 266 (x) (x) (x) (%) (x) | (%) (x)
Middle Atlantic.... +48 -11 +63 35 3,131 +33 +7 27 5,110 189} 210 158
East North Central, +75 +27 +55 17 2,058 +33 +3 15 3,796 200 275 254
West North Central, +45 +2 +64 1 1,502 +59 +6 9 2,934 211| 196 210
South Atlantic..... . +52 +2 +67 37 8,599 +96 +11 37 17,368 202| 157 185
PaCIfiCuiscrescuiasiaians Crrreeseaeaen +104 +7 +97 5 1,477 (x) (x) (2) (x) (1) | (2) (2)
Refrigeration equipment, parts
(comnercial). ... . +22 -10] 447 kil 1,422 125 +5 22 3,227 ] 310} 297, 258
Middle Atlantic.... +15 -12] 441 6 286 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) { () (%
East North Central. +4 -8 +24 5 194 +18 +2 5 860 4431 389 400
South Atlantie... . +37 -11 +58 6 331 +21 1 6 844 255:| 289 226
L =T +25 =11 +54 8 217 +26 +16 4 395 335| 314 219
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies.. +40 -9 +50 36 5,233 +50 4 31 6,808 1411 136 124
Middle Atlantice...i.oeieerrironnnn . +46 -4 47 6 830 +71 +6 5 923 121} 107 111
East North Central. . +46 =7 +68 11 2,340 +53 -1 8 2,610 118} 115 110
South Atlantic... +49 =19 +42 5 617 +49 +11 4 283 163} 164 120
South Central. +181° -14 +30|. 6 654 +49 +7 4 566 126| 105 101
Pacific....... reesseeeanaas . +56 -2 +39 4 361 +68 +10 4 586 162] 151 146
BEOTuuistanietaaiincrnaanivasiaes PR +12 4 +9 42 1,767 +13 +10 36 876 55 54 52
Middle Atlantic.. . +6 -5 +6 El n +12 +2 8 113 31 29 29
East North Central. +9 Q +8 131, 515 +15 +7 12 232 &7 44 44
West North Central. +2 +14 +3 5 112 +15 +20 4 61 120 95 11
South Atlantic . +11 +5 +10 5 356 +51 +125 4 213 69 74 58
Pacifle... vevecnncnsanns tiesvesaans +34 +15 +22 5 313 +22 +8 4 212 9 78 85
Chemicals, industrial............ esenan +61 +3| +63 15 3,276 +38 +3 10 1,630 60 72 62
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes), +13 ~15 +28 23 2,332 +28 +1 14 2,277 200| 158 135
L -1 =15 +23 18 3,089 +40 -2 17 2,623 86 61 4
Confectionery.eessreesncnnnannns [ . +8 =6 +131 42 1,304 +13 +7 26 3900 100 97 89
Middle Atlantic, . +14 =6 +17 8 316 -8 -9 4 95 52 70 58
North Central... . +7 +1 +3 8 247 +26 +10 7 268 119| 103 108
Sonth Atlantic . +10 -14 +12 1 249 +10 0 6 226 139§ 138 117
South Centraleeeeeenuersnnncrcenaoa, +6 -6 +12 1 391 +19 +20 7 265 98 88 77
Dairy and poultry productsS....... cevesen +6 +3 +19 23 4,023 +32 +4 17 1,090 35 26 32
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded).... +22 ~12 +20 188 54,215 +23 ~1 149 86,437 199 198 177
New England....... . +12 ~-16 +21 12 2,583 +24 +1 10 4,069 199 | 184 165
Middle Atlantic.... +19 =12 +17 25 9,532 +16 -3 18 10,722 182| 193 164
East North Central. +25 -12 +24 2% 8,727 +32 -1 19 12,243 177] 168 158
West North Central. +17 -8 +15 17 5,502 +15 -2 15 8,808 184 | 187 172
South Atlantie..... +24 -8 +17 32 7 1244 +20 ~1 24 10,656 96| 203 177
East South Central. +18 =11 +16 17 3,428 +16 +1 13 5,423 196 |- 199 171
West South Central.. . +23 -9 +19 29 7,335 +22 -1 22 12,866 222 225 205
Mountain........... . *24 =11 +20 12 2,332 +26 +2 10 5,235 233| 228 203
2 Lk 6 o +25 ~17 +28 20 7,532 +32 of 18 16,415 2201 208 182
Dry goodsSsciievanans veeeaas PO . +17 ~22 +27 179 36,841 +33 +5 140 97,741 31 275 232
New ‘England. +9 -20 +32 8 680 +29 +2 7 1,346 2051 176 159
Middle Atlantic.... . +39 -19 +42 47 74482 +19 +3 32 12,948 2581 313 225
East North Central. +3 -22 +13 17 3,876 +36 +8 17 10,585 273| 206 197
West North Central. +24 -22 +27 19 12,644 +41 +6 : 17 41,672 331 294 243
South Atlantic..... +9 =27 +28 26 3,575 +46 +6 20 11,008 347 254 236
East South Central. +6 -28 +21 15 1,243 +29 +4 9 3,534 385| 323 267
West South Central. +7 -28 +16 15 2,386 +31 -6 15 7,497 34| 257 244
Mountain........... +24 -10 +32 6 486 +47 +4 5 1,723 392 334 329
PacifiCe.vecerinnnn. sheveans reseann +1 -~19 +23 26 4,469 +6 +10 18 7,428 312 298 216
Farm supplieS...evceiisneccincnons rasan +13 -30 +15 21 5,586 +60 ~9 10 1,008 59 42 67
Fresh fruits and vegetables 4] +6 +1 68 5,814 +38 =3 44 1,119 31 22 33
New England............ +5 +10 +% 8 347 +39 <107 7 57 23 17 30
Middle Atlantic... . -1 +17 ~3 19 1,151 -17 -2 11 40 8 9 8
East North Central. +8 +10 +10 13 1,444 bl -14 7 37 11 19 13
West North Central. -10 +8 -6 7 622 +20 -12 7 237 38 29 47
South Atlantie.. +16 +4 +10 [ 362 -39 -18 4 37 14 27 18
East South Century . +% “5| +l4 6 329 (x) (=) (%) (%) (1) | (0 (%)
Pa;, i]f:lc P A +7 -3 +2 & 1,202 0 +9 4 177 16 17 14
573z :

(Continued on next page)



Page 4 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENI‘OB.IES,A&Y‘IILU}{leoF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

(bata are shown by geographic divisione where possible without diselosure of individual operations)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) N
- - Stock-gales
Percent change April 1951 panel }lPercent change| April 1951 panel ratios
Kind of ‘busineas aors | dgr. 6 mos. | Now of P P . i .
and . . . 0e O pr. DT, 0. 0
geographic division 1951 | 1951 | 1951 | estab. | BEPOFIed|l 1951 | 1951 | esten- | BePOrted
from | from | from | lishments| Lov-% from | from |iishments| 403187 jldpr. | Apr.| Mar.
Apr. | Mar. j4.mos. | report- (add oog) Apr. | Mar. |report- values [1951 | 1950 1951
1950 | 1951 | 1950% | ing 1950 | 1951 | ing  |(edd 000}
Groceries, $0t8 csniinrtrrnsarsnnraranss +10 =5 +17 841 gsgsoz +24 :4 6501 $159,368 1751 155 173
Nonaffiliated full-line wholesalers?.. 43 =61 414 563 53,010 +25 =3 453 74,833 || 173 152) 168
New ENglendeceesrrssncecnsscnraseron +12 +6] 13 7 1,389 +42 -3 4 3,062 {f 259 ] 206] 289
. +7 +1 +10 21 1,768 +21 4 11 2,164 1931 172 205
. +11 -9 +18 138 11,050 +26 -5 119 17,420 1781 158 170
. +13 -7 +11 62 5,488 +26 =3 52 8,150 1761 159 169
. +9 -6 +14 65 7,360 +24 -4 38 7,869 158 136 155
+3 -10 +15 38 4,015 +33 +1 26 4,678 157| 123 140
+9 -6 +14 112 12,226 +20 -3 89 15,843 1671 151 162
+14 -6 +18 24 2,121 +25 -3 21 3,568 1807 165 175
+8 0 +13 9 7,593 +23 -1 93 12,079 168 | 146 168
411 =5 +17 164 41,242 +25 =4 123 60,216 1861 164 184
+8 7 +20 7 2,364 +25 -7 6 1,775 1471 141 154
Middle Atlantic... . +11 =5 +17 44 11,125 +32 -6 29 15,893 206] 170 204
East North Central.. . +17 -2 +21 44 8,474 +26 -10 3 8,627 136 126 153
West North Central.... . -2 ~11 +12 32 8,759 +27 -1 32 21,414 2441 189 219
South Atlantic...... . +7 -B1 . +18 121 2,409 +19 -5 7 1,970 137) 121 137
PacifiCeeruarnsn ereeneenen reseaenes +22 +4 +20 1 3,271 +27 +5 4 2,854 1391 141 139
Retailer-cooperative warehouseS....... +15 -6 +19 22 8,483 +16 A 17 6,508 142 137 150
Specialty lines WholesalerSeessseesse . +8 -5 +23 .92 13,8671 . +20 -6 57 17,811 167 153 170
New Englande .coceasses e . +9 11 +7 5 129 (x) {x) (x) ) =y T&) {x)
Middle Atlantiec... . +6 +1 +25 22 3,600 +6 ~5 iz 3,308 118 116 127
Fast North Central . +5 ~12 +6 i1 726 +27 0 5 283 86 79 71
South Atlantic.. . +23 ~4 +23 21 1,918 +39 +1 14 1,984 1221 109 18
East South Central . +15 +2 417 5 542 (x) (%) (x) (x) {x} | (x) {x)
West South Central o2 3| s22 5 3554 (x) | (=) (x) (x) (=) 1 (=) | (=)
Mountain..,....... . +32 +4 +54 4 686 (x) (%) (x) (x) (x) §(x) (x)
Pacific,....... Crrenssacenarecanraen +2 -9 +23 16 5,692 +23 -6 12 10,832 245 205 235
Leather and shoe findings............ sen +5 +29 28 579 +26 +8 15 1,335 413 | 402 377
Middle Atlantic..... +10 +16 6 46 {x} (=) (€3] {x} x) | ) [€3]
Fast North Central +2 430 5 65 (x) (x} (x)} (x) (x} | (x) (x})
Vest North Central.. -2| +10 4 58] {x) (x) (x) (x) (xy | (x) (x)
Pacific..... veveen +8] 439 7 333 (%) (x) Gx) (x) ) | &) | &)
Meats and meat products.........eoe... . 4 +26 40 22,924 +51 +9 34 11,217 64 51 56
Middle Atlantic..... . - +1 +27 10 4,177 +29 +2 10 2,123 51 49 50
East North Central . Ho -2 +25 12 9,061 +69 +19 n 6,390 ||+ 75 52 62
South Atlantic.... oes +8 -1 11 4 377 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x) (x)
PACIfiC . st cierceonssnanarssassenan +48 -3 +38 5 4,489 +29 =11 4 708 33 a3
Paper and its produchSc.siacvecacnesenes +41 -10 4 Elgl 9,863 +11 +6 38 8,306 119 | 149 104
New England......... +48 -6 +47 5 333 +9 +1 PA 363 210 252 211
Middle Atlantic... +55 ~12 +53 18 3,051 =3 =1 10 1,505 82 131 76
Fast North Central. +36 =10 +41 17 3,642 +4 +2 12 2,825 87! 114 76
West North Central. 437 2] . 436 4 38| (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x) (x)
South Atlantic.. +39] 16| +48 7 8601l (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) 1 ) [ (x)
South Central. +32 -5 425 5 533)  (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x) (x)
Pacific....couvucnass veensrecsadanas +26 -4 +32 6| 1,096 +36 +16 5 2,145 263; 232 224
PEtrOLeUme cvereaerernacsnsssnvasasssnsas +14 -11 +19 29 5,736 433 11 28 5,161 90 Vied 90
Shoes and other £OOLWEAT . ireevenensens +19 -33 +30 38 23,989 +20 +7 33 67,557 284 2840 178
TobacCO ProdUetSsceeeeciosesoncrrsasaaes +5 4 +7 282 38,297 +19 -3 163 15,496 63 56 62
New England..... [Y) =2 +3 25 2,8319( 423 [§] 13 596 59 431 54
Middle Atlantic. +5 -4 +8 60 13,038 +24 -3 37 6,252 67 56 65
East North Central. +8 -4 +9 69 7,142 +13 ~% 37 2,214 61 59 61
West North Central... +8 -4 +6 40 4,546 +17 -8 27 2,164 63 59 65
South Atlantic...i.s. +6 -6 +7 22 3,659 +19 -4 18 1,587 51 45 49
East South Central... +8 ~12 +8 14 1,430 +9 -4 8 614 52 52 48
¥West South Central. -5 ~9 o 23 1,962 +17 -2 7 592 65} 48 59
Mountain. iy . +7 -3 +13 10) 994 -9 -6 8 665 79 98 81
Pacific...oavens seessrrs eresersanen +12 -1 +11 19 2,695 +48 +15 8 812 72 55 64
Wines and spirdts®e.sececseenccnninnnan . 0 -9l 422 302] 76,651 +56 -7 248| 143,540 || 207| 148] 225
Nev England...... . . +3 0 +35 25 4,695 +47 -9 17. 4,709 211 121 180
Middle Atlantic.... bree +2 -6 +32 44 23,431 +57 ~11 39 38,428 2001 136 220
East North Central. 0 -10 +28 44 8,615 +61 -11 32 15,127 2041 129 208
West North Central. +5 -2 +12 33 6,696 +45 14 28 12,875 2391 178 256
South Atlantic....... =7 -4 +15 43 11,215 +43 =10 39 18,586 181 121 192
Fast South Central... . -3 -4 +4 17 2,810 '+53 +5 14 5,710 245| 160 220
West South Central. . +5 -13 +4 36| 7,004 +42 -6 32 16,711 255¢ 190 233
Mountain. . .. +9 +4 +25 9 1,730 +33 -7 8 2,639 1661 138 186
PaCILICe reecanrosareasacsasraancs . -3 =24 +25 38] 8,548 +81 +4 26 24,983 399] 206 288
Migeellaneous.caeceransrcans eeen Cerean . +17 -10 +27 38 7,827 9 -4 26 6,666 113] 129 109

x Insufficient data to show separately.

1 stock-sales ratios are percentages der

business) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales.
2 Ineludes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.
3 Not affiliated with voluntary or cocperative groups.
4 Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" States which do not have State Control or monopoly dis-

tribution at the wholesale level.

{ved by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales ( includiné any direct shipments” and consignment

Note: The United States totel and totals for some itrades include a number of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.

States comprising geographic divisions:

New England - (Conn.,Mass,,Maine,N.H.,R.I.,Vt.)

Middle Atlantic { (N.J.,N.Y.,Pa.)

East North. Central - (Ill.,Ind.,Mich.,Ohio,Wis.)
West North Central - {Iowa,Kans.,Minn.,Mo.,Nebr.,

N.Dak.,S.Dak.)

South Atlantic - (Del.,D.C.,Fla.,Ga.,Md.,N.C.,5.0.,Va.,W.Va.)
Bast South Central ~ {Ala.,Ky.,Miss.,Temn.)
West South Central - (Ark.,La.,0kla.,Texas)
Mountain - (Ariz.,Colo.,Idaho,Mont.,Nev.,N.Mex.,Utah,¥yo.)

South Central--East South Gentral and West South Centrel combined.
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Sales -and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential reports sub~

mitted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,208 wholesale establishments in
various lines of business, ’

SALES '

Wholesale dollar sales during May rose 3 percent above the April level and increased 10 percent
over sales a year ago, Cumulative sales for the first five months of 1951 were 27 percent above the same
period of 1950, reflecting salesgains of 10 to 53 percent over a year ago reported in each month this year.

While most geographic divisions experienced sales advances of 2 to 6 percent over the previous
month, the Mountain, New England and West North Central regions indicated little or no change., How-
ever, all regions reported gains over a year ago ranging from a 2 percent rise in the East South Central
region to an increase of 15 percent in the Pacific area.

Most trades covered in this report indicated moderate seasonal gains, the largest mcrease, 46 per—
cent,being reportedby fresh fruits and vegetables. Twelve trades, however, lagged behind previous month
sales and four trades reported practically no change., Compared with a year ago, only four trades showed
declines - commercial refrigeration (2%), coal (15%), furniture and house furnishings (16%), and electri-

cal appliances and specialties (20%). Industrial supplies, with a gain of 51 percent, reported the most
substantial increase over May 1950 sales.

INVENTORIES

Wholesalers inventories at the end of May advanced 3 percent above the April 30 level, thereby
registering the tenth successive increase since July 1950, Compared with a year ago, the dollar value of
stocks on hand reflected a more substantial increase of 38 percent. While the East South Central region
experienced a slight (1%) decline below the April 30th stock level, all other geographic divisions followed
clogsely the national trend with increases over both periods. According to the reports of 3,273 establish-
ments submitting inventories in conjunction with sales, the May stock-sales ratio of 190wasabout the
same as a month ago, but 37 pomts higher than was reported for May 1950,
RETAIL

May sales of independent retail stores, as presented in the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report,
were T percent above the previous month and 3 percent higher than sales a year ago. Cumulative sales
for the first five months were 10 percent above the same period of 1950,

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES

(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only)
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Page 2 © WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENIORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

MAY 1951
(Data are shown by geographic division, where poscible without disclosure of individual operations)
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) S‘toc};—s alesl
Percent change May 1951 panel Percent change| May 1951 panel . ratios
Kind oi‘ngusinegs May May |5 mos.|Number of Reported May May [Number of Reported
geographic division 1951 | 1951 | 1951 estab- dollar 1951 | 1951 estab- dgllar May | May | April
from | from} from {lishments values from | from |lishment values 197;1 1950 11‘;.51
May | Apr. |5 mos,| report- (add 000) May | Apr. report- (add 000) '
1950 | 1951 | 19507 ing 1950 | 1951 ing
United ‘States, totaleseeceiccecescacese +10 +3 +27 4,206 | $797,792 +38 +3 3,273 [$1L,245,317 190| 153 191
New Englande..cs.s +8 0 +29 238 33,914 +40 +2 174 43,689 173 134 172
Middle Atlantic... +8 +4 +26 783 163,919 +43 +1 555 190,778 155] 120 160
East North Central.. 14 +6 +30 825 149,977 || +36 +2 677 203,187 156 131 161
Wegt North Centrale.... +4 0 +22 456 97,949 +34 +3 368 186,386 232 181 225
South AtlantiCessces +10 +3 +25 546 90,828 +48 +2 431 |- 145,661 1881 141 119
East South Central..... +2 +6 +19 209 31,547 +48 -1 158 51,107 1971 135 212
West Soutlr Central.. +8 +3 +19 393 67,665 +32 +2 305 117,753 212} 173 23
Mountainieeesessvsnones +11 -1 +28 170 27,678 +29 +3 145 44,121 181 56 175
PacifiCecesccsscncncensssonsencrnnoncnnsses +15 +2 +32 536 105,359 +39 +2 410 173,150 206 170 206
Automotive SUDDPlieSseecccissassrcnnsenasane +3 =5 +35 279 17,922 +23 +1 175 21,146 263 253 265
New Englande.... RN 421 +3 +43 8 %490 =) (x) (x) (x) ) | (x) (x)
Middle Atlanticeceessecracscnss e +22 -3 +50 40 1,293 +38 +3 36 2,847 252 225 237
Egst North Central. s +10 [¢] +34 58 3,681 2 +3 47 6,901 266 245 265
West North Central. . 0 -11 +39 43 4,263 +7 0 19 3,054 249 288 260
South Atlantic,. . -13 ~4 +29 19 ~2,323 +16 +1 11 1,360 361 281 344
South Central... vee -16 -3 +24 15 2,021 +9 +2 9 1,421 218 215 215
Mountaineseeeses sevaen 0 -17 +13 18 795 +18 -2 7 1,140 2931 289 311
PocifiCesnesercnscccncscecsovonnsonanns +21 -4 +44 78 3,055 +10 -2 43 3,952 2731 316 276
Electrical group, totalesececsssscccacsonss +7 -5 +39 681 146,229 +72 +11 604 281,372 2051 128 177
Full-line wholesalérs.. 431 -4 +43 428 133,855 +73 +14 422 232,012 206) 1331 173
New Englandecscsscess +5 -5 42 32 6,586 +88 +13 32 14,230 216 121 181
Middle AtlantiC.ssssesaccecscscsnsncssse +15 -6 +43 58 18,403 || 4115 +13 57 39,186 2161 115 178
East North Centralessssesesssssecssoses +25 ~4 | 453 84 26,733 +65 +13 83 44,400 167| 127 141
West ‘North Centralessecesecccscsccssoes +5 -8 +38 43 10,122 +53 +15 43 20,728 205{ 140 164
South AtlantiCeesssccess +1 ~4 +41 65 15,284 +81 +13 63 34,080 231 128 195
East South Central... -16 -6 +24 26 4,248 +93 +9 25 10,485 2541 110 220
West South Central... 4 -4 +27 47 10,000 +63 +14 47 27,244 2721 161 229
Mountainesssessnansns +9 0 +43 19 4,402 +62 +13 19 8,680 197] 132 174
PaciflCecectesssscoscscsnnrtastoncesane +21 -2 +50 54 18,077 +56 +15 53 32,979 184 143 157
Wiring supplies, construction materials
GletributorSecescasoversssscernenconcacs +37 +5 +55 139 11,550 +54 +5 %% 12,610 150) 132 152
New Englandececsesscosee +61 +15 +77 14 878 +37 [} 5 358 1761 148 193
Middle AtlentiCesaseesss +38 +1 +57 38 1,570 +28 0 23 1,927 157 173 158
East North Centralessss. +59 413 +74 30 3,633 +50 +9 22 3,906 1471 149 157
West North Central... +3 4 +39 9 978 +46 +3 7 1,125 1941 131 185
South Atlanticscececs +25 +3 +25 17 2,082 +86 +9 13 2,063 113 75 106
South Centralecsscsecses +38 +3 +66 15 1,483 +64 -1 11 1,669 143} 132 158
MoUntaiNueesssesssnsaranss .ee +4 +3 +13 5 256 (x) (x) (x) (%) x) (%) (x)
PacifiCiececscesescsocconnnssocsssssans +28 -6 +69 11 670 ¥72 +7 10 1,473 2221 165 196
Appliances  and specialties wholesalers... ~20 -10 +21 114 20,824 +69 +1 88 36,750 2271 108 213
New Englandesececrecsaceosvscorescccsss -20 ~27 +47 8 1,149 +h4 -1 6 1,948 200| 107 144
Middle Atlantic.seses ~20 ~16 +24 26 7,720 { +101 +1 i3 9,305 235| 100 215
Fast North Céntral... -7 -13 +20 17 2,206 +74 +2 -14 4,481 225 119 199
West North Central... . -26 -26 +30 15 1,637 +69 0 13 6,291 3941 170 288
South Atlanticesse. . =30 -8 +9 18 2,776 +54 e 37 5,250 209 94 197
South Central, s -36 +50 -4 10 1,588 +57 -6 8 3,232 209 84 339
Mountaineseeeensesssane ane 0 0 +35 6 932 +17 +20 6 1,596 171 146 143
Pacificesecsscstsccssceroscarvassinness -5 +13 +15 14 2,816 +76 +7 i1 4,647 173 92 187
Furniture and house furnishingde.ecececestss ~16 =10 +22 84 13,527 +37 +2 64 29,621 2531 158 224
Middle Atlantic.. ervessans -18 -1 +12 16 2,113 +48 +8 11 5,014 311 172 289
East North Central. sase 24 ~15 +30 9 2,007 +41 +6 7 4,684 2771 142 215
West North Central. -15 <51 +22 12 2,152 +52 -2 12 6,037 281 157 272
34 -10 -7 10 727 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x) (x)
-21 =14 +23 15 1,591 +18 4] 15 4,571 2871 191 247
-6 -17 +25 7 1,050 +38 +4 5 1,871 230( 163 190
Pacific -1 ~11 +34 12 3,345 +37 +2 10 5,989 1891 135 167
Hardvwaressesssessssness +H2 0 41 162 64,702 +32 +3 137 149,886 269| 228 260
New Englandesecesss +14 +10 +43 4 691 +20 -1 4 1,982 228| 272 322
Middle AtlantiCecacass +16 +2 +49 37 9,534 +32 -3 30 15,969 192! 168 202
Tast North Centralecesssssses +5 +4 +40 23 11,326 +34 +4 22 31,559 |f © 288| 226 288
West North Centraleccescsssss +9 ~7 +37 20 12,415 +24 +8 19 31,996 303 267 258
South AtlanticCe.sseesscosss +12 +8 +32 23 5,780 +34 +3 20 13,444 2501 208 238
Eagt South Central. .. +2 +4 +28 12 " 4,328 +53 +1 1 10,006 255| 170 260
West South Central. +10 +3 +26 15 5,359 +25 +1 9 9,034 272| 234 279
Mountainesseeesnvonos +17 -6 +36 9 2,529 +8 + 6 3,144 285]" 316 274
PacifiCuisacsssvorasensscnnrarccnansonse +22 -5 +60 19 12,740 +38 +4 16 32,75 2871 257 264
Industrial SUPpPli€Be.ssccccasconsnssiocssss +51 +5 +65 80 10,732 +37 +5 57 15,377 200| 212 201
New Englande.eesesssssesssccronses +60 +6 +73 6 483 +10 -3 5 929 2441 358 266
+54 +2 +77 i8 1,773 +56 +10 12 2,036 151 155 144
East North Centralesses. +52 +2 +71 9 1,596 +7L -2 7 1,576 170 146 186
West North Central.... +19 -15 +58 6 559 +29 +6 4 792 2821 229 246
South Atlanticeeeas +47 +10 +55 10 853 +26 +3 9 1,819 222| 253 236
+46 +10° +55 24 4,406 +34 +8 14 6,423 216§ 211 216
PacifiCessvsnccosscosscsscnssvonsnnanss +36 +1§ +102 7 1,062 +39 o 6 1,802 1841 275 185
JeWelrYeereensisasennosnsssassncscnsssnsesns 43 =3 +39 155 6,021 +42 ~1 87 16,370 3881 265 37
-6 +13 +26 7 385 +42 ~12 4 423 385 . 253 404
+9 -6 +53 48 1,665 45 +h 18 3,420 350| 233 309
~4 ~15 +30 38 1,291 +33 +1 22 3,913 3931 278 318
+13 -6 +40 17 889 +39 +1 13 2,740 381 301 346
-8 | -12| +28 7 301} (%) | (%) (x) (x) (x) | (%) (x)
-8 +3 +13 6 124 +62 -3 5 624 529 306 581
PacifiCacecvresnrencscsessseirssascacse +5 +19 +42 31 1,362 +41 ~5 21 4,120 385] 256 493

See foptnotes at end .of table.




WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRADHIC DIVISION

Page 3
MAY 1951
(Data sre shown by geographie division, where possible without disclosure of individual Pperations)
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-salesl
Percent change May 1951 panel Percent changé May 1951 panel ratios
Kind :idbu31ness May May |5 mos.|Number of Reported ggy May Numberbof Reported
geographic division 1951 | 1951 | 1951 | estab- dollar 1951 | 1951 estab- dollar
from | from | frod |lishments from | from {lishments May May April
values values
May Apr, |5 mos.| repori- (add 000) May | Apr. report- (add 000) 1951 | 1950 | 1951
1950 | 1951 | 19502 ing 1950 | 1951 ing L
Lumber and building materialesessescoscesas +4 0 +26 79 | $15,617 +40 +5 581 $15,617 140 104 132
Middle AtlantiCecescsarvens +6& +2 +20 17 3,415 +15 0 10} . 1,158 44 43 45
East North Centrala..:.... -2 +6 +23 11 1,359 +54 +17 8 1,316 134 83 132
West North Central. -20 -5 +11 7 800 +5 -8 5 349 65 55 71
South Atlantic..... +13 +11 +31 1 2,321 +26 ¢] 1,387 123 114 136
South .Central, +9 +24 5 1,157 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Mountaine +12 =3 +37 7 2,554 +hé +6 3,986 3,983 184 135 156
PacifiCGicencerrasssscstionsesrsccsvesnens +3 -16 +42 9 1,748 +55 +12 7 2,416 77| 113 128
Machinery equipment, supplies, (except
€Lectrical)ouesensssnsressssssrssannanensae +46 0 +48 44 9,314 +10 +6 33 14,001 167 226 160
New Englandeseass +38 +7 +39 5 587 +13 +2 4 1,004 227 304 237
Middle Atlantic.. +69 +4 +85 7 1,495 +37 +10 % 1,754 123 155 117
+16 -14 +56 10 1,192 +h +1 8 1,706 179 139 156
+10 -1} 431 5 779 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
+82 | 43| +2 6 2,554 | -13 +8 5 4,329 || 170 | 358 179
PacifiCecsonvescssncrasnivroonnsncsannes +32 ~-11 +79 7 1,222 +5 -1 5 1,528. 182 231 164
MetalSsenasaresoanosanasvssarcasrsasensensas +28 +2 +51 44 13,77 +2 -2 38 14,542 113 140 118
Paints and varnisheSessscsonsocssccencasssan +26 -2 +41 51 6,778 +37 +4 45 18,903 288 267 269
Plumbing and heating supplieSicsescessrsecss +35 +5 +59 118 19,012 +69 -2 97 32,642 195 157 213
New Englande.esssecsesses . 315 314 334 7 244 (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) {x)
Middle Atlentic.... .| +16 49| +48 34 2,988 || 435 0 27 4,635 || 180 | 155 199
East North Central. . 21 +2 +48 13 1,366 +55 +6 11 3,406 285 231 273
West North Centrals.. . +6 ~11 +50 i0 1,216 +60 +5 8 2,789 254 168 213
South AtlantiCececesaiass .e +41 +7 +60 38 9,345 +84 - 38 17,245 185 141 205
PACIifiCessusssnnscesinsrencronnsreanason +53 -0 486 5 1,344 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Refrigeration equipment, parts{commercial).. -2 +10 +31 66 2,082 +34 +3 _ 80 4,892 278 212 298
Middle AtlantiCeecesvesssnsorsnsocsrocsce 25 +7 +10 14 570 +39 +5 11 1,114 286 163 294
East North Centrel.... -6 +20 +18 16 214 +20 0| 16 777 363 286 437
Sowth Atlanticeseses +14 +7 +42 22 586 +29 +1 21 1,370 241 213 255
PacifiCesececeossesssrioversenacnasannne +10 +7 +42 7 263 +4b +6 7 839 319 245 321
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplieSeess.s +32 +1 +46 41 5,714 +46 Q 35 7,583 148 132 147
Middle AtlantiCessesncesossecnanssnnsnan +33 0 +43 7 920 +40 -9 5 838 111 105 121
East North Centralecess.s +27 ~4 +59 10 2,362 +55 +3 9 3,013 135 111 126
South Atlentic,... chees +39 -6 +41 7 724 +39 -5 6 1,171 165 168 163
South Central. o +39 +16 +7 ] 757 +47 4 4 545 117 100 126
PacifiCesceoscesacernsssscasrsensssoonas +55 +20 +41 4 419 +79 +18 4 807 193 167 195
BT vatensesnsesacsonssccascrosnccsocnnnescs 4 +21 +8 43 2,112 +16 +4 37 879 46 42 54
Middle AtlantiCessase eseeneccen +7 +27 - +6 Bl 448 +6 +19 8 100 23 23 24
East North Centralescicaserssceenssescae -2 +25 +6 13 646 +38 + 12 242 39 28 47
West North Central -1 +21 +2 5 135 +2 +4 4 49 71 67 92
South Atlantic. +10 +19 +10 5 423 ~4 -5 4 202 56 64 69
PaCifiCecssscecsonncnsncastconscsconnnin +11 +12 +12 5 350 +26 +3 4 218 73 64 79
Chemicals, Industriflesvescsescessvscesvenes +30 ~12 +57 14 2,784 +36 +2 11 1,588 66 64 56
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)e.... +11 +5 +24 26 3,510 +31 0 18 5,114 242 202 236
COBlacesuncuesospesenssnsessassensesnsecones -15 0 +1.5 18 3,097 +65 +43 17 3,738 172 62 86
ConfectioneTYecesascassssoancesesnsvsnssncas +11 411 +11 43 1,383 +11 -5 27 877 87 88 101
Middle AtlantiC.izoesss csersanee 411 +11 +16 8 352 <7 =5 4 100 49 62 52
cacenss +16 +18 + 8 292 +28 4 7 257 99 83 119
Soutn Atlanticesvecassees see +2 +11 +11 12 289 +9 -6 7 230 114 114 141
East South Centralessseecascsnssccscesss +12 +18 +7 8 195 +11 -4 5 88 63 69 81
Dairy and poultry productSsseesnscscasaccass +19 +15 +19 25 7,322 +31 +4 16 2,935 47 41 52
Drugs and sundries {liquor excluded).. .o +15 +1 +19 198 57,050 +22 -2 155 87,007 191 183 199
New Englandssescesnsoen . +11 +6 +19 14 2,862 +20 +2 10 3,917 191 182 203
Middle Atlanticaesss o +14 +4 +16 28 10,433 +13 -4 20 11,021 167 175 183
veesas +16 +1 +22 26 9,574 +27 -3 21 13,180 170 154 178
e +14 +3 +15 17 5,703 +14 -3 16 8,653 171 171 183
- 2| a7 3 6,895 | 417 4 23 9,769 || 190 | 193 195
svee +14 0 +15 18 3,610 +15 4 13 5,574 192 191 200
.. +14 =2 +18 3 7,819 +25 0 22 13,538 222 207 220
cane +19 +4 +20 12 2,424 +26 0 10 5,261 226 213 233
PACifiCenncacesassacssescncnssancsannase +18 +2 +26 21 7,730 +29 -2 19 16,094 210 191 219
Dry go0dSseesesasssavacasrasossssnscnssvensse +5 =1 +23 181 36,704 +33 +1 142 99,708 323 254 311
New England.eaees +1 6] +25 9 784 +23 =14 e 1,353 173 142 201
Middle Atlantic.ses. +16 ~1 +37 46 7,445 +14 -6 31 12,181 255 252 258
East North Central,.. -6 -1 +9 18 3,973 +33 -1 18 10,961 276 195 276
West North Centralesecss. +11 -3 +24 20 12,336 +38 +4 18 43,732 357 287 332
South AtlentiCeseescoss -2 +4 +22 26 3,702 +hd 0 20 10,978 334 224 348
East South Central..... +4 +5 +17 15 1,305 +31 -2 9 3,458 369 298 385
West South Central.. -3 4 +12 15 2,294 +35 +1 15 7,596 331 239 314
Mountainessesseoss +23 0 +30 6 486 +9 +1 5 1,74 388 325 392
PacifiCeccaas Mesbaasesassassastasrasates -10 -2 +16 26 4,379 +17 +7 17 7,705 362 273 307
Farm SUpplieSesvescsesncssasansesasssancnnes +3 ~12 +13 22 4,963 +48 ~15 11 891 48 35 59
Fresh fruits and vegetableS.isressavsassvsss +8 +46. +3 65 7,174 +37 =5 40 1,093 32 2% 43
New Englandaiseecscososans . =12 =74 0 9 457 +66 +1 7 73 27 16 39
Middle Atlanticeeecesoss . +5 +34 -1 17 1,746 +5 -19 9 146 16 16 27
East North Central.. see +20 +95 +13 13 2,717 34 +14 7 42 10 15 11
Weat North Centraleceusescss sae +2 +27 -4 7 788 +3 -16 7 199 25 25 38
“South AtlantiCaessess +16: +14 +11 6 414 45, -8 4 34 il 24 14
Fast South Central cessen +3 ] 24| +11 6 408 %x) (x) (x) (x) (x) () (x)
PacifiCessesessasecsannniosrnsarnssocses | +10 -1 +3 4 184 x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | x) ] (x)

See footnotes at end of table.
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
MAY 1851

(Date are shown by geographic division, where possible without diselosure of individual operations)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) Stock-salesl
Percehnt change May 1951 panel Percent change | May 1951 panel ratios
Kind Zﬁdh“smess May |Mey | 3% mos. |Number of R May | May  |Number of :
v 1951 |1951 | 1951 | esten- | ROPOTRdf 195 |95 | egtan. | RepOrted
geographic division s dollar dollar May | May April
from | from from {lishments values from | from |lishments 95
May Apr. 5 mos. | report- (ada 000) May Apr., report- vaiues 195111950 11951
1950 {1951 | “1950%] ing a 1950 | 1951 | ing | 248 000)
Groceries, totAleseiccescsccesosncocsccsonnass 49 +9 415 853 | $131,019 +22 -3 678 $154,173 152 136 170
Nonaffiliated full-line wholesalers®....... +10 +11 +13 577 60,754 +23 4 481 75,569 149 133 171
New Englandes.eessecccesssncenncns 43 +12 +11 7 1,553 H1l] -3 4 2,978 225 164 259
Middle Atlenticecess +6 +12 +9 20 2,389 +18 -3 11 2,509 149 134 17
East North Central. - 45 +10 +15 146 12,838 +21 -8 138 17,910 151 13 180
West North Central.. +15 +17 +12 64 6,803" +28 +1 54 8,577 1471 133 172
South Atlanbticesises +13 +12 +14 68 8,343 +20 -5 40 7,532 131 124 156
East South Centrale... +5 +11 12 42 4,838 +29 4 31 5,177 136 110 155
West South Central.. +13 +9 +14 111 13,239 +21 -1 88 15,574 153 142 167
Moux.rbain. vessaenee +9 +13 +16 23 2,307 +18 -4 21 3,385 151 140 178
PacifiCesiasescesercnsennnons +12 +11 +13 26 8,444 +23 -1 94 11,927 147 133 165
Voluntary-group wholesglerS.essss +8 +8 +13 166 46,894 +23 ~3 124 54,366 156 137 175
New England...e. reses +6 +14 +17 8 2,305 +22 -7 6 1,657 119 115 147
Middle AtlantiCeecescessnssncrsnses +7 +10 +14 4t 14,418 +30 -4 29 11,280 133 110 158
East North Central.. tessasvnenan +15 +10 +20 46 9,501 +22 0 33 8,993 125 118 138
West North Central.. -2 +5 +9 32 9,220 +26 =3 32 20,758 225 174 244
South Atlantic..... . +18 +14 +18 12 2,751 +21 4 7 1,895 114 108 137
PacifiCriesessveccacesnerocccascnssaconars +18 +9 +19 11 3,550 +28 -2 4 2,808 128 123 139
Retailer-cooperative warehouseS.esesesseses +14 +8] 418 22 9,211 +18 -2 16 6,314 128 121 143
Specialty lines wholeSalerSsscvesssesseccnes +9 +3 +20 88 14,160 +17 +1 57 17,924 163 155 165
New Englandeesssessaceccssassconceoransss +17 +19 +8 6 274 [€3XEES) (x) {x) [€3) {x) 1 (x)
Middle AtlantiCesenses +15 +2 +23 19 3,498 +19{ +20 12 3,985 137 135 117
East North Central.... -9 -1 +4 10 629 +2{ =10 [ 186 62 &5 78
South Atlantice... +14 +9 +21 21 2,119 +34 ~2 13 1,87% 110 95 120
East Sctith Centralesessss +14 +2 +16 & 637 ()| (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)| {x)
West South Centralesesseses +3 4| 17 .5 342 (x)| (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)] (x)
PACifiCesencoensssessncancasoscnsnnunns +4 +3 +19 16 5,877 +13 -4 13 10,425 233 212 239
Leather and shoe findingScecessessescocssvars +14 ~3 +25 28 587 +25 -1 15 1,329 417 376 419
Middle AtlantiCesseesens +17 2] 416 .5 42 X (x) (x) {x) (x) x| &)
East North Centralesecesses +5 43 +21 6 97 (x)| (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x)
West North Central +2 -5 +7 4 55 X} (x) {x) (x) {x) (x) | (x)
PacifiCecossersee +21 -5 +35 7 317 (x}| (x) (x) (%) (€3] (x) | (x)
Meats and meat products. +30 +15 +27 39 26,260 +43 =5 33 10,753 53 48 66
Middle Atlantice.. +36 +21 +29 9 4,737 +26 +1 9 2,098 44 48 53
Fast North Central.. X +37 +22 +28 13 11,295 +52] -13 12 5,737 53 48 76
PacifiCasssseecssenssesoceensossacssecnse +17 ~4 +33 5 4,319 +551 422 4 862 38 29 33
Paper and 1tS productSesecsssansosennsvascnns +40 47 +43 63 10,549 +10 +3 38 8,633 118 145 121
New Englandececscoscsasaces +26 +5 +42 5 351 +8 -1 % 360 179 202 210
Middle AtlantiCeeesees H49 +6 +53 ¢ 3,244 +2 +3 10 1,556 84 122 82
East North Centrals.ececescesess +36 +9 +40 17 3,958 +7 +4 12 2,947 82 w051 87
West North Centralecesssossncsvocns +36 +6 +36 ' 368 (x)| (=) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x)
42 w4l 447 6 820 (x)| (x) (x) (x) (x)] ()] ()
el w3] 42 5 €00 =) (%) (x) (x) )| )] (o)
erecase +35 +4 +34 7 1,208 +24 +2 6 2,337 272 266 262
+7 -4 +17 28 5,518 +52 +5 28 5,435 98 69 20
Shoes and other foOtWEE esveiessrestsarassanss +28 -2 +29 37 23,475 +251 +13 32 75,818 37 337 284
TObacco ProduCtSeesssssscssncssosssasnssnsens +7 +13 +7 282 43,409 +18 +2 172 16,619 57 - 52 64
¥ +4 +16 +3 24 3,210 +20 -1 15 706 51 497 &1
+6 +13 +7 59 14,639 +24 [¢] 37 6,686 62 53 70
East North Central.. . +7 +15 +8 68 8,373 +12] +11 41 2,829 55 53 57
West North Centrale.ss. . +6 +13 +6 45 5,964 +10 +4 ;28 2,311 57 56 63
South Atlantice.e.caevsscscs +15 +12 +9 -19 3,732 +14 ~2 17 1,433 43 43 50
+16 +20 +10 11 1,533 +11 +1 6 556 45 47 53
Vest .South Centralesececacassssncans -1 +15 o] 26 1,922 ~5] =10 10 387 50 52 70
cvien +17 +5 +14 11 986 +41| +21 10 838 87 72 75
PacifiCeecencses +9 +6 +11 19 3,050 +30 -6’ 8 873 64 53 70
Wines and spirits" . 0 +9 +17 315 89,588 +39 -7 256 138,782 188 138 221
New Englandeescsscascaces +5 4% +28 26 4,233 +36 =5 17 4,133 169 132 230
Middle AtlantiCecsssessocencee 4 +8 +22 53 29,480 +42 ~5 48 39,362 158 108 177
East North Centralececsasessns 4] +8 +22 46 11,071 +14) -11 33 13,902 162 149 201
West ‘North Centralicssess =12 +27 +6 35 7,663 +25 -8 30 12,832 222 159 298
+10 4 +14 50 13,663 44 -1 47 22,290 170 130 177
4 L +2 16 2,703 +2| =10 14 5,113 213 143 244
West South Central.scsseenaess 0 +6 +3 38 7,805 +32| -10 31 15,584 218 164 259
Mountains.esacecss . +1 -1 +18 14 2,166 +31] -14 13 3,505 174 134 201
PacifiCecucerenssvesnrorsveccsscscssscans +11 +17 +22 37 10,804 +71 -B, 23 22,061 302 205 410
MiscellanCOUSsuesessassassascasacssasscnsarss +19 +15 +25 39 9,005 +26 +3 26 6,876 99 101 113

x Insufficient deta to show separately.

1 stock-sales ratios are percenteges derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including any direct
business) for an identicel group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with seles.
2 Includes Teports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.
2 Mot affilisted vith voluntary or cooperative groups.
Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" States which do not have State Control or monopoly dis~

tribution at the wholesale level,

ghipments and consignment

Note: The United States total and totals for .some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.

States comprising geographic divisions:

New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., H.H., R.I., Vt.)

Middle Atlantie ~ (N.J., N.Y., Pa.

East North Central - (I11., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)
West North Central - (Iowa., Kens., Minn., Mo., Nebr.,

N.Dak., S. Dak.)

20057

South Atlantic - (Del., D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., H.C., S.C., Va., W.Va.)
East South Central - (Ala., XKy., Miss., Tenn.)
West South Central - (Ark., La., Okla., Texas)
Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho

Pecific - (Calif.) Oreg., Wash.}

Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
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Sales and-inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential reports sub-
mitted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,137 wholesale establishments in var-
ious lines of business, ' ,

SALES , ,

- June sales of wholesalers dropped 3 percent ‘below the previous month, but were 4 percent higher
than sales a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first six months of 1951 were 22 percent above the first
half of 1950, reflecting the more substantial gains reported earlier this year,

All geographic regions indicated; decreased sales of 2 to 5 percent below May, However, only {two
areas--the West North Central (-3%), and the East South Central (-2%)--reported declines from June a
year ago, Compared with sales in the’ first half of 1950, all regions experienced gains ranging from 15
percent in the East South Central division to 27 percent in the Pacific.

Most trades lagged behind May 1951 sales, with clothing and furnishings reflecting the largest de-
crease, 20 percent, However, seven trades reported seasonal gains ranging from 2 percent in commercial
refrigeration equipment to 7 percent for automotive supplies and beer. Compared with a year ago, farm
supplies, up 43 percent, led the 24 trades showing sales gains, while furniture and house furnishings ac~ -
counted for the most substantial drop, 21 percent, First half 1951 sales in all trades were ahead of a year
ago, the largest increase, 60 percent, being shown in industrial supplies,

INVENTORIES : s

Wholesalers inventories at the end of June rose slightly (1%) above the May 31 level, marking the
11th successive increase since July 1950, Compared with a year ago, the dollar value of stocks on hand
-reflected an increase of 39 percent. While all regions showed higher stock levels than a year ago, all.but
the West South Central division (-2%),., showed either no change or small gains over the previous month,
According to the reports of 3,094 establishments submitting inventories in conjunction with sales, the June
stock-sales ratio of 200, the largest since July 1938, was 7 points over a month ago, and 50 points higher
than reported for June a year ago. s
RETAIL

June sales of independent retail stores, as presented in the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report,
were down 3 percent from the previous month and 3 percent lower than sales a year ago, Cumulative sales
for the first six months were 8 percent below the same period of 1950, ’

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES

(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only) :
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Page 2 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORXES,JBY

UNE 1951

‘KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

(Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of ﬁﬂiﬁdual)operations)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock sales!
: 351
Kind of business Percent change June 1951 panel iPercent change] June 1951 panel ratios
and
geographic division June | Juze | 6 mos.| Number of Reported June | June | Number of Reported
N 1951 § 1951 ] 1951 egtab- dollar 1951 | 1951 estab~ dollar Jupe | June M
from | from| from | lishmenmts| L v1C (| from |from |lishmentsf [0 Hy0R% (YRS | T
June | May |6 mos.| report- (add 000) June ' | May report- {add 000)
1950 | 1951 19502 ing . 1950 | 1951 ing i
United States, t0t8lyeeerenvarmansennners +4 =31 422 4,137 | $760,771 +39 +1 3,094 81,190,549 § 200 | 150 293

New Englande.eeosesesssernscecsesnsnsesavencans 0 —4 +24 226 30,562 +49 <45 158 40,265 198 i32 176

Middle Atlantic........ 4 -2 +23 771 152,072 +42 0 537 183,010 163 121 161

East North Central..... +8 -2 +26 809 | 145,340 +39 +1 648 193,865 161 126 156

West North Central....... -3 -4 +17 455 92,189 +34 +2 348 180,400 § 252 181 237

South Atlantic.... +4 -5 +21 524 83,845 +9 +1 398 137,411 202 139 188

East South Central.. -2 =5 +15 205 29:441 +48 0 148 46:689 1 209 137 200 |

West South Gentral.. +1 1 -4 +16 392 65,554 +31 “2 291 111,652 220 168 214

Mountain,..... +2 -2 +23 169 26,336 +31 o] 133 40,742 184 143 181

Pacifice...c.e.. cvnene teressrsiirestaatareteran +6 -2 +27 524 | 103,573 +41 +1 373 161,031 217 160 209

Automotive supplies...... teenecessrursvetranans +5 +7 +30. 285 | =1 169 20,657 260 227 258
New England...... e -5 1] 432 8 4l (x) | () (x) (x) x) | (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic.....,. +7 -1 +41 43 1,354 +31 -1 38 3,023 262 215 263
East North Gentral... 0 -1 +28 53 3:654 +40 -2 42 6,833 268 195 267
West North Central, +12 +18 +33 45 5,247 +7 +1 21 3,185 237 234 223
South Atlantic..... +6 +12 +25 19 2,611 +26 -2 10 1,199 296" 288 333
South Central... +9 +29 +21 14 2,591 +14 +1 8 1,418 217 186 222
Mountain, ... +4 +18 +11 27 941 +22 +2 16 1,168 315 264 293
Pacific,ceessaneaneeas vesane reeaseseeaesnny +18 0 +39 76 2,939 +10 -3 31 3,351 257 288 27C

Electrical group, totalecsiecessas ceaesssairuaas +1 4 +32 678 | 139,125 +83 +9 ] 603 303,648 232 127 205

Full-line wholesalerSecsesssoesamiscocsnnarss 3 =3 +35 429 § 110,776 +88 +11 421 258,068 237 130 207
New Fnglende.ieeessosneancnse s 4 -8 +34 - 31 6,020 +116 +15 31 16,305 271 121 217
“Middle AblantiC..sevvenseecnannsioaay, +15 -1 +38 59 18,239 +127 +11 58 43,804 243 122 216
East North Centrale.cveriveceess . +15 -3 +45 88 2'7i083 +77 +12 85 51,353 196 “127 172
Vest North Centrale...c.ceeensss -9 -8 +29 42 9,112 +75 +14 42 23,066 253 | “132 205
South Atlantie,.... ceserine -2 o] +32 62 15,151 +100 +8 60 36,607 251 12 230
Tast South Centrale...c.c.ow. o -21 +1 +14 26 4,301 +97 +6 25 11,137 265 105 254
Yest South Central.... rene 13 =3 +19 48 9,737 +76 +7 48 29,099 299 148 272
MOUNAIRe s s astvesntessonnsseesasnsorcansnns +2 -6 +35 19 4,141 +73 +10 19 9,529 230 135 197
Pacifice.evnnves ceeearsaresarserusanennnaos +11 -6 +42 54 16,992 +66 +13 53 37,168 220 146 184
Wiring supplies, comstruction materials .
distributors....veeviinne. +16 =3 4T 133 10,269 +52 [¢] 93 11,460 146 110 141
Hew England........ es +26 -19 +67 i3 651 +21 -1 4 205 178 132 162
Middle Atlantic...cv.e. ‘426 +9 +50 . 36 1,537 +32 +1 23 1 ,883 143 igé L]l;?
East Nerth Central. +25 ~5 +63 3 3,428 +53 -2 26 3,92 135 2
Vest Nortn Central. -10 -3 +30 8 856 :g; +5 6 1 ,0?3 igi lgg 22’]7.
South Atlamtic... ~2 -5 +19 18 2,029 + 0 12 1,9 1
South Central.... +39 -1 +61- 11 1,092 +76 +1 8 1,303 1635 134 i61
Mounbain. -5 -81 411 4 166 (2 {x) (x) n (}1{)01.9 (J{’)74 (1{/{9 (chgg
Pacifif. . orserinerannnancas crineeas eseenaat +28 ~2 +62 12 610 9 0 P
Appliances end specialiies wholesalers...eesa ~17 =10 +16 116 17,980 +63 -3 89 34,320 240 115 227
~41 -18 +37 7 644 +66 o] 5 1,285 254 86 211
~10 ~10 +19 28 7,081 +74 iy 14 9,364 244 109 237
Fast North Central,... -6 -8 +16 19 2,150 +61 4 15 4,573 235 135 226
Wzgt Horth Central, -28 [s] +21 16| 1,279 +64 ~4 14 5,160 414 180 435
South. Atlantics.... -14 +2 +6 515 2,308 +61. +1 15 . 4,680 203 108 204
Soutn Centralec.... -31 ~13 -8 10 1,223 +65 -5 8 2,571 218 20 199
Mounbaineceescosans -12 -23 +28 6 716 +17 4] 6 1,593 222 168 i
Pacific . =24 =14 +7 15 2,579 +64 -4 12 4,894 198 91 178

Turniture and houge furnishingsc.o.... =21 -9 +14 85 12,234 447 +4 - 64 30,651 295 157 255
New England.... -16 | 111 413 4 s50L || (x) | (x) (x) (:;)234 (:3:1)35 (}{E)W (:Bc%o
Mlddle Atlantic... ~27 -6 +5 15 1,785 +56 +13 10 »

Fest North Central,... PETRTIN =35 <10 +17 8 1: 673 +57 +7 6 4,675 336 130 283
Vegt Horth Central...... ~-25 -16 +14 13 1,850 +62 +3 13 6,307 341 159 277
South Atlantic........ -14 +9 -9 1L 992 (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x)

South Central...... . -22 -10 +16 15 1,431 +32 o} 15 4,578 320 189 287
Mountaina. =25 -8 +15 7 965 42 +2 5 1,916 264 142 230
Pacific. -6 -9 +27 12 3,037 +43 +3 10 6,177 214 140 189

HomAWare . s v v vvnasimannnenns +2 =5 | +33 168 63,827 +31 =1 140 149,718 276 215 266
Hev Eugland., -3 2| +31 5 758 +25 -1 15 12,332 igg iéj; igg
Middle Atlantic.... +5 -6 +39 40 9,641 +26 -3 3 s 4
East North Central. -7 -7 +31 26 11:638 432 +1 25 32,785 288 204 268
West North Central... -5 -4 +28 20 12,062 +29 0 19 32,063 317 231 300
South Atlantic,......... +5 -8 +27 25 | 5,822 +41 +1 20} 13,766 280 212 251
Tast South Centrale.s...see +3 =4 +24 i1 4,034 +54 + 10 10,156 276 190 264
Wegt South Central. -1 -6 +22 14 4,695 +28 +2 8 8,451 323 241 281
Mountain.... +3 ~6 +29 9 2,387 +9 -2 6 3?_ ,gg’; g;i gzg gg;
PACIfiCe e cenonannnnn +15 0f 451 18| 12,750 +26 -5 16 5 .

Industrinl. SUPPLIeS. ..e. .. 39| -6 460 84 | 10422 | 437] -1 59| ‘15,294 ) 2021 201 | 194
New Englafxg. cesen +47 =14 +67 6 421 +14 + . 5 992 301 391 249
Middle Atlantie,.... +35 -7 +71 21 1,736 +55 +2 14 2,194 163 151 151
Tast North Central. +43 -6 +65 9 1,506 +64 -1 7 1,556 183 145 170
West North Central, +25 ol +54 5 él(;B (x:)m (XL' {x) . (J{) g3 (72!2)1 (;%2 (32%2
South Atlantic... +19 -6 +49 10 5 + )y
South Central.... +36 -8 +52 25 4,358 +33 ~de 15 6,421 206 200 203
PacifiCoseervn. +78 -1 495 8 1,153 +33 ~4 6 1,734 179 258 183

JerellYe.ecneers =7 -16 431 149 5,066 +45 +1 81 15,032 427 273 363
New England...... 18 | -10| +18 6 266 (x;3 (x)o (€3] 1 (;)924 (:3(%4 (>2c:)*3 <>3:%6
Middle Atlantic... -5 =7 +1 50 1,765 + 3
East North Central. =15 ~20 +24 34 910 +46 +1 20 3,085 404 242 327
West North Oentral.. =10 -31 +31 7 671 +39 +1 i3 2,780 540 354 381
South Ablantice....... -16 -9 +20 7, 27 4 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Central.. -10 -14 +11 x5 80 +16 -4 4 349 465 361 417
PacifiCe scncss + -18 +36 28 1,092 +55 +3 18 4,117 471 295 393

See footnotes at end of table.




WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

JUNE 1951

(Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations)

Paga 3

Inventory, end-of-month (at cost)

Seles Stock sales!
. ratios
Percent change June 1951 panel Percent change| June 1951 panel
Kind of business o J 6 Numb £ June | June |MNumber of
and une une mwog,| Number o od Reported
geographic division 1951 | 1951] 1851 estab- Rgﬁ“ﬁzr 1951 {1951 esteh- o 1an June | June | May
from|{ from| from | lishments values from | from {lishmanis values 1951 | 1950 | 1951
R June May | 6 mos,| report- (add 000 June May report- (ada 000)"
1950 § 1951 19507 ing 1959 195} ing I
Lumber and building materialfe.sssessevasennas 9 bfoo 42O Lo, o788 1.-35,006,0.. 433 4o w2 551 14,935 141 96 141
Middle Atlantic..... raeae -6 0 +14 15 3,421 +14 +1 7 722 31 27 30
East North Central... “rese -8 +6 +16 11 1,445 +61 ~1 8 1,301 126 69 134
VWest North Central... vaeens ~33 ~15 +2 7 683 +10 ot 4 350 85 52 75
South Atlantie,. verseesaas o] -12 +24 1 2,045 +38 +9 9 1,509 157 | . 112 123
South Central. e . ~12 -15 +17 51, 9718 (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Mountain...... .o .41 +5 +29 7 2,675 +38 ~3 6 3,857 165 115 184
Pacific..c.iciveinnnnn eevareereanoas .o -13 -11 +30 9 1,556 +30 +4 7 2,513 197 128 177
Machinery equipment, supplies {except . :

Bleotrical)ce i iiiaireiiiiannaaannaannas +29 =2 +45 &7 9,418 +15 +2 33 14,439 178 196 168
New England..... vae +18 -14% +35 5 506 +16 +3 4 1,036 271 301 T227
Middle Atlantic...... +40 -3 +76 9 1,509 +35 -6 I3 1,655 120 127 123
East Horth Central... +36 +19 +52 10 1,422 +36 +1 8 1,719 147 134 179
South Atlantic...... +6 -9 +26 6 75 +34 +2 4 2,343 342 273 297
South Central.,..... +24 -13 +22 [} 2,229 -7 +5 5 4,547 205 276 170
Pacific,...... +59 -3 +76 7 1,338 +9 +3 4 1,325 206 291 170

Metals...... +18 -4 +4d4 42 12,795 +2 +2 38 15,168 121 140 113
Paints and varnisheSe......... +20 +3 +37 51 6,990 +27 0 46 18,929 277 264 286
Plumbing and heating suppliies. +14 -6 +48 135 19,461 +36 -2 113 36,423 22 177 200
New England......... eseas -20 ~9 +22 6 286 x) {x) {x) (x) x) (x) x)
Middie Atlantic.... +14 0 +40 34 2,957 +36 +1 27 4,815 185 154 182
East North Central. -10 -7 +34 15 1,417 +45 +2 13 3,706 296 185 271
Wesi North Central... ~-13 -6 +32 14 1,664 +35 +1 12 4,092 260 168 243
South Atlantic..... +25 ~-10 +53 38 8,402 +36 -4 38 16,615 198 181 185
Y E & R +41 T4 476 5 1,403 x)'| x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Refrigeration equipment, parts {commercial)... ~15 +2 +18 68 2,271 +27 o] 62 4,785 269 181 264
Middle Atlantice.iv.iieieniiianaia, . =32 -4 -7 16 809 +36 4] 13 1,606 255 135 243
East North Central, . ~-25 +5 +12 16 24 +5 1 -1 16 770 344 245 363
South Atlantic..., eas +2 +10 +32 18 608 +25 +1 17 995 212 174 231
Peacifice... ., Cresisaracnrseena tesnsena P +1 =91 +37 8 176 +50 +2 8 669 380 255 340
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies........ +23 61 " +42 3Q 4,860 +47 =2 29 7,065 148 124 145
Middie Atlanbic,....aw.. Cresaaa . +23 -5 +40 5 718 +36 -7 5 782 109 98 111
Fast North Central . +15 -7 +52 9 2,050 +54 -3 9 2,903 142 105 136
South Atlantic......... . +44 +5 +41 4 638 +45 =3 4 885 139 138 150
South Central........ . +27 ~12 +31 5 616 +39 -2 4 717 133 123 136
Beers...i.vaes e . -2 +7 +6 42 2,253 +23 +5 37 934 47 37 47
Middle Atlantic... . -3 +16 +4 9 519 +3 =3 8 S7 15 18 23
Fast North Central. . 4 -3 +4 13 625 +25 +4 12 252 42 32 39
West North Central. . ~19 +6 -3 5 143 $hd +10 4% 69 100 53 91
South Atlantic..... P +10, +11 +10 5 468 +37 +16 4 235 62 46 56
Pacific......i0uuns Ceiaae tereeen veeseiasas +4 +5 +16 5 368 +20 -2 4 213 69 58 73
Chemicals, industriale.ieeseeveveseeensesonanas +19 +5 +49 14 2,827 +34 -1 9 1,485 64 58 77
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)....... -12 ~20 +19 27 2,581 +28 +6 17 4,876 290 233 252
Confectionerye.vivaesoass. [ eesen PN +10 -1 +11 39 1,245 +10 +1 23 785 88 92 87
Middle Atlantic. fes . +2 +1] 413 6 239 {x) (x) [€3) (x) (x) 1 (x) (x)
East Horth Central............. . +3 +5 +6 4 98 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Atlantic...... senen . +9 -t +11 12 278 +9 -3 7 223 114 117 114
South Central..........cun. Seresaaienan oo +24 -5 +15 12 384 +13 +9 7 259 98 122 82
Dairy and poultry ProduchSe..everescevesossns +9 -6 +17 24 7,127 +58 +17 16 3,467 54 37 46
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)...... s +10 -4 +17 196 53,897 ) (3) ) [€) ()] ) )
New England.... .- 4 -5 +17 11 2,196
Middle Atlantica... .o +6 - +15 27 9,716
East North Central.. . +12 -1 +20 26 9,284
West North Central.. .. +8 -3 +14 19 5,672
South Atlantic...... . +10 ~7 +16 30 6,333
East South Central,. - +6 -9 +14 17 3,109
West South Central.. . +9 -7 +16 33 7,383
Mountain.......u.. ves +11 -4 +19 12 2,442
PECIEIC. unrenerann. cerraas +17 o +25 2| e || ) ) ) * Gy |3 )
DIy gOOAS: v anassan vrrvecens tresiresannena coen =2 4 +18 180 35,043 +29 +2 143 100,766 341 255 321
New England.... . -10 16 +20 9 658 +34 ~2 9 1,328 202 136 173
Middle Atlentic... ‘e ¢} -9 +31 48 7,029 +26 +6 33 13,720 2390 216 254
East North Central.. . -15 +2 +5 17 3,868 +33 -2 17 10,177 263 169 273
West North Central.. +5 -2 +21 19 11,892 +27 +1 7 43,516 368 304 355
South Atlantic. .. -6 ~10 +18 26 3,323 +41 +2 20 11,187 376 245 334
East South Central... +3 -12 +15 15 1,278 +33 +7 10 4,225 443 343 361
West South Central..... -8 ~6 +9 15 2,158 +22 -3 15 7,344 340 255 331
Mountain......... . +2 -3 +25 6 473 +40 ~4 5 1,671 390 276 388
Pacifici..ovaiiiunns =7 +5 +12 25 4,364 +20 +4 17 7,598 383 285 374
Farm suppPlieS...civesavenenennan chaeea [P +43 ~12 +15 18 3,912 +23 -16 7 440 42 40 39
Fresh fruits and vegetables.......eu.v... e -G 0 ] 65 7,571 +34 -4 42 1,082 27 20 28
New England. . -7 +19 -2 9 542 +44 -1 8 72 18 11 20
Middle Atlanti =13 42 -3 16 1,468 <10 0 8 27 5 5 4
i ~13 -8 +4 13 2,605 +14 ~4 8 156 30 22 28
+6 -3 -2 7. 761 -12 ~2 7 195 26 3 25
...... +13 -7 +12 & 387 ~45 ~9 4 31 11 22 1
+4 +2 +10 [ 417 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (=)
..... +8 +29 +2 5 1,007 (x) (x) {x) (x) {x) {x) (x)
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{Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock males!
- T
Kind of business Percent change June 1951 panel Tarcent changel June 1951 panel ratios i
and E . {
tops une June  mos, jNumber of June |[June [Number of I
geographic division 1551 | 1951 | 1951 | seten et | 1951|1951 | estap- | Reported 5 uze | Ha
from from | from |lishments oLlar from |from |lishments oliar une . i May
values values 1951 | 1950 | 1951
June May 6 mos, | report. add 000) June |May report- add 000) 4
-1950 1951 | 1950° ing d 1950 |[1951 ing 3
Groceries, H0t8Leseeureennrivsenrencannsienernnete oo O o =21 $12 843 327,964 1 422 . -4 665 1504858 151] 1231 155
Nop-affiliated full-line wholesalers®........) 42 2| 411 5677 57,508 23 -5 Pl 69,0250 145! 121 149
New England....cveevncivesossaasansenssanaal -6 1 +8 5 1,015 {x) {x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (%)
Middie Atlantic..... -6 -1 +7 19y 2,074 +13 -7 10 1,938 143 118 150
East North Central.. -2 +1 +12 144 12,846 +17 -6 136 16,409 139 117 149
West North Central. +6 ~1 +11 66 6,787 +33 +2 5% 7,967 153 125 148
South Atlantic.... +2 -7 +12 61 6,996 +19 -1 38 6,954 142 121 133
East South Central.. -1 C -7 +10 40 4,278 . +19 -7 30 4,534 134 111 134
West South Central..... +5 -2 +12 113 13,144 +23 -6 80 15,006 147 128 154
Mountain, cevevsersainans +4 +2 +14 22 2,284 +22 -5 19 2,962 139 118 151
Pacific...... reesesenaae +1 -5 +11 97 . 8,084 +28 -6 94 11,327 148 118 150
Voluntary-group wholesalers,.. -2 -1 +12 166 47,787 +24 4 125 58,605 154 122 161
New Englande.eeeevnconerse veae +2 +8 +14 7 2,618 +28 A [ 1,382 123 113 131
Middle Atlantic...... e -1 ~1 +12 41 13,867 +24 -6 29 16,027 151 118 158
East North Central... +11 +1 +18 44 8,989 +20 -1 33 9,384 124 116 126
West North Central.. -9 +1 +6 33 10,172 +32 -2 33 21,170 208 143 215
South Atlantic... +3 ~4 +15 12 2,651 +17 -7 7 1,756 108 90 114
Pacificesae,, ~4 ‘-12 +14 16 4,873 +32 -5 4 2,658 115 102 128
Retailer-cooperative warchouses +8 44 +16 20 9,088 +14 -1 15 5,989 143 127 128
Specialty lines wholesalers... -8 -3 +15 90 13,581 +17 -5 54 16,866 166 130 168
New England..eseveces., +43 +20 +9 4 113 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantie...... -10 +2 +17 23 3,577 +9 -8 13 39641 123 101 140
East North Central..... . . -6 +29 #2177 10 811 +12 -2 4 181 71 66 71
South Atlantic........ . +6 -10 +18 21 1,886 +39 +5 13 1,945 131 100 110
East South Centralesessesssss -4 ~14 +13 5 467 (x) (x) (x) (%) (x) | (x) (x)
West South Central... +10 +6 +15 5 363 {x) (x} (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Pacifice.eeveecrncnnennsns ~15 ~7 +13 17 5,547 +18 -6 13 9,772 233 166 233
Leather and shoe findings... +2 =3 +21 27 519 +23 =31 15 1,233l 435 367 403
Middle Atlantice..... -4 -6 +12 6 44 (x) {x) (%) (x) (x) (x) (x)
East North Central..... +3 +2 +18 4 62 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
West North Central..... -10 -5 +4 5 60 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
L i SR +7 =3 429 7 309 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Meats and meat productSe.ceveeserronsreonsens +13 4 +24 40 25,071 +31 ~8 34 10,078J“ 50 45 54
Middle AtlantiCeciieass.s +8 -6 +25 10 4,511 +31 +6 10 2,423 54 4d 48
East North Centraleseceisessoes +18 ~-10 +26 13 10,167 +21 -18 12 4,699 49 481 53
South Atlantice.eseesaseneereinns +7 -5 +12 4 457 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PaCifiCeinsiniiitineererssenersonncsnrnaas +24 +12 +32 5 4,824 +69 +12 4 969 37 29 28
Paper and its ProductS.seessereeriverrocsvnns +23 -3 +39 59 9,425 +12 +4 36 7,654 119 130 112
New Englende...ceeaas +22 4% +38 5 338 (x) {x) (x) (x) (%) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantici.... +21 -6 +46 17 2,927 0 +10 10 1,588 89 ° 103 76
East North Central.... +22 -9 437 18 3,466 -2 -1 ~11 2,090 79 100 72
West North Central.. +21 -8 +33 4 337 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Atlantic...... +34 430 445 5 700 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x| (31 (x)
South Centrales.e... +7 -10 +27 5 538 (x) (z) (x) {x}) (x) (x) (x)
PaCifiCinn s eneernnennasesrianssreasnencens +33 +34 +34 5 1,059 +40 +2 5 2,224 210 200 276
Petroleum. s ueveeesvasssacusensctorensoneonns +6 =15 +15 28 4,69 +25 -1 28 5,363 114 97 98
Shoes and other fOOtWEAT.eveeivsvrsnavansees]| = +24 +4 +29 39 24,686 +29 +6 34 80,802 330 319 324
TObaCCO PrOdUCES. sesesranssncesnsocsensossans +1 0 +6 286 44,083 +16 -2 178 16,814 55 48 56
New England.... ~3 +1 +2 25 3,253 +25 +2 14 647! 52 40 49
Middle Atlantic........ +2 +3 +7 59 14,618 +22 =5 41 6,196 52 44 58
East North Central... +2 -2 +7 70 8,518 +12 -1 41 2,729 56 52 56
West North Central.. +2 +2 +5 40 5,130 +7 +1 26 2,120 54 53 56
South Atlantice..... +1 =5 +8 25 5,024 +26 +7 21 2,606 60 47 52
East South Central..... +1 =7 +9 13 1,608 +2 -6 8 582 44 43 43
West South Central..... +1 0 0 28 2,479 +3 +6 11 722 55 53 52
Mountein.....e... fees oee +12 ~L +14 9 922 +23 -18 8 655 72 66 87
PacifiC.ecv.vnennsas e Sl -4 +#8 17 2,531 43 -3 8 557 57 52 56
Wines and spirite®. +1 0 “+14 277 80,498 +31 -9 223 113,811 188 144 201
New England...... +7 +8 +23 26 4,866 +25 -4 18 4,422 150 122 164
Middle Atlentic........ +4 +6 +19 50 28,732 +28 ~9 43 31,717 162 130 183
East North Central,...... cavecss +6 +5 +19 41 10,029 +20 -5 27 11,231 152 139 171
West North Central........ -10 -1 +4 30 6,382 +14 -7 25 10,102 227 185 240
South AtlantiC.siieccsass +2 -8 +12 42 10,485 +38 ~-11 39 16,455 166 122 170
East South Central.......... +2 -6 +2 I 14 2,148 +33 4 13 4,495 228 172] 223
West South Centralsesevesnassss +3 =10 +3 40 7,731 +12 -16 34 14,955 208 191 222
Mountaine.soneecsansans sreaees -4 -9 +16 7 1,107 +15 14 7 1,503 136 113 145
PACifiCessccanceracassons sesenes -12 o] +16 27 9,018 +79 -3 17 18,931 311 151 306
Mi5cellaneouSeeee serorrsssornenssnacsesnnans +47 -1 +15 50 7,497 +31 +3 30 10,746 188 155 108

X Insufficlent data to show separately. ) -

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales {including any direc

business) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in con
2 Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.
To be published in the June issue of Trends in the Drug Trade.

3
4 Kot affiliated with voluntary or cooperhtive groups.

5 Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "I

tribution at the wholesale level.

Junct:!.on with sales.

t shipments and consignment

icense" States which do pot have State control or monopoly dis-

Hote: The United States total and totals for some trades inglude a number of estebli_shments not asaigned to a geographic division.

States comprising geographic divisions:
Séuth Atlantic - (Del,, D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., S.C., Va., W.Va,)
East South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)
West South Central -~ (Ark., La., Okla., Texas)

New England - (Comn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vt.)

Middle Atlantic - (N.J., N.Y., Pa.)

East North Central - (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohioc, Wis.)

West North Central - (Iowa, Kane., Minn., Mo., Nebr,,
N. Dak., 8. Dak.

Ad22.2

Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho
(Calif,, Oreg,, Wash,

. Pacific -
Scuth Central - East South Central and West South Central combined.

5 Mont,., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential reports sub-
mitted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,181 wholesale establishments in
various lines of business, '

SALES )

" Wholesale dollar sales for the month of July dropped 5 percent below the level of the previous month
and indicated a 15 percent decrease below the unusually high sales of a year ago, Cumulative sales for the
first seven months of 1951 were 16 percent above the corresponding period last year,

Regionally, all geographic divisions experienced sales declines below the previous month as well
as under July 1950. Decreases below.June ranged from 1 percent in the South Atlantic and East and West
South Central regions to 10 percent in the East North Central area, Compared with a year ago, thé South
Atlantic division showed the smallest decrease (11%), while the West North Central region reported the
heaviest decline (21%).

Most trades lagged behind June 1951 sales, with the largest drop, 22 percent, shown by farm supplies,
Of the 36 kinds of business covered in this report, five reflected seasonal gains - refrigeration equipment
(1%), dry goods (6%), beer (8%), clothing and furnishings (16%) and shoes and other footwear (24%). In
comparison with a year ago, 17 trades, led by industrial supplies, showed sales gains up to 21 percent,
while 19 trades indicated declines. 'Appliances and specialties, which reported the principal sales in-
creases in July 1950, experienced the most substantial decrease $8% below July 1950,

INVENTORIES

Wholesalers' inventories at the end. of ]uly registered the first month-to-month decrease since a
year ago by dropping 3 percent below the level of the previous month, However, the dollar value of stocks
en hand were up 44 percent over July 1950 inventories. All regions followed the national pattern with
declines below June stock levels and gains over a year ago. According to the reports of 3,203 establish-
ments submitting inventories in conjunction with sales, the July stock-sales ratio of 204 was 4 points
higher than June, but about 84 points over July 31, 1950
RETAIL

]uly sales of independent retail stores, as presented in the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report,

were down 14 percent from the previous month and 14 percent lower than sales a year ago., Cumulative
sales for the first seven months were 4 percent above the same period of 1950,

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES
(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only)
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WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

JULY 1951
(Data are shown by geographic dividion, where possible without disclosure of individual operations)
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock sales
1
. Percent change July 1951 panel Percent change| July 1951 panel ratios*
Geographic division . 1
and July | July 3'7 mos. Nunber of] Reported July | July jNumber of Reported
Xind of business : 1951 | 1951 | 1951 estab- dolar || 1991 | 1951 | estab- | SOVEE) 40y | sune
from { from | from | lishments values from | from f[lishments value 1951 | 1950 | 1951
July | June {7 mos. report~ {add 000) July | June report- (add oog
1950 | 1951 { 19502 ing 1950 | 1951 ing 8 )
United States, total........... erereen =15 =5 +16 4,181 $735,672__u +ad -3 3,203 E1!2225038 204 | 120 200
New Englande.ceceveserannnoescsasanascannenns ~18 -5 +16 . 240 31,563 +54 -1 178 47,201 | 1991 106 194
Middle Atlantie,.. -15 -9 +16 75 144,742 +50 -1 550 194,452 | 175 101 162
East North Central, ~13 -10 +19 829 135,382 +38 -8 658 189,571 | 166 104 163
West North Central.. .. =21 ~4 +11 449 88,5271 +36 -3 357 182,124 | 249 | 142 249
South Atlantic....... o-n -1 +16 533 84,253 452 -3 4081 137,543} 194 115 202
East South Central. cerend | 15 <1 +10 210 30,301l 449 -2 156 50,572 | 203 | 115 207
West South Central. Y -1 +10 396 64,5351 +40 -3 312 115,802 | 216 | 126 220
Mountain..... . -17 -6 +16 168 24,806[ +41 0 142 41,437 | 193 114 182
PACLELC s rerurvrenersanssonorennesnssonnnes -19 -5 +19 531 98,845 453 0 392 172,253 | 230 | 118 216.
Automotive supplies.....o.ou. veneiee -7 -2 423 300 20,089 +27 +1 183 21,9541 283 | 188 265
New Englemd.... . -9 +5 +23 8 508} (x) (x) {x} (x) =) [ (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic.... =16 -5 +30 43 1,223 +35 +1 39 2,800 ] 263| 161 248
East North Central... =12 -2 421 65 3,805 +42 +2 52 7,277 294 173 271
West, North Central... -12 -9 +25 44 4,645 +12 -2 20 3,065 276{ 190 255
South Atlantic....... +2 +15 +21 22 3,563 +24 =1 12 1,847 | 2951 245 291
South Central -1 =1 +17 15 2,57 +15 =1 9 1,425 2411 139 218
Mountain...... . ~23 -6 +4 27 945 +32 -1 17 1,405] 307 | 193 308
Pacific.veeuirnecinnans . +4 ~4 +33 7% 2,826 +18 +9 31 3,826 302| 258 270
Electrical group, total...... P A =27 -7 +21 667 128,130)] +130 0 593 302,440 251 80 232
Full-line wholeS8lerSeivsiussssescons eevaee ~25 =7 +23 428 | 102,725 +140 +1 420 260,896 | 258 81 238
New England........ . - =25 ~4 +23 31 5,751 +159 +3| 31 16,77 | 292 84 271
Middle Atlantic.. - -13 ~11 +29 61 16,492l +167 +3 59 44,3081 280 9 243
East North Central. . ~17 -12 #34 85 23,6211 +129 +2) 82 52,516 | 230 83 197
West North Central...... . ~34 =11} 417 43 8,316|] +131 +3 43 24,337 293 83 253
South Atlantice...... -20 ~4 +22 61 14,3971 4152 =3 <59 35,209 | 254 81 250
East.South Central. ~38 -1 - 44 26 4,433 135 -4 26 11,4991 259 69 265
. West South Central. =35 +5 +7 48 10,188 +145 5| 48 27,5321 270 72 299
Mountain. vesee -31 =11 +21 19 3,688 +114 2] 19 9,376 254 82 230
PacifiC,.iceeriaveneinnorinrrenonaas Ceaas -30 ~7 +27 54 15,839 +122 +3] 53 38,345} 244 K¢ 221
Wiring supplies, construction materials .
AI1etribulorSe.sseevorcenerrerssearcarincons +6 -8 - +37 126 9,008, +53 0 89 11,037 155 3111 144
flew England... . .. +20 +1 +58 . 14 72 +51 +15 5 407 219) 148 194
Middle Atlantic. . +14 -9 +H46 32 1,23 +42 +2] 20 1,682 160 137 145
East North Central, . +7 ~13 +54 30 2,8 +53 +] 25 3,916 160 114 143
- West North Central. . -28 -6 -0 10 1,028 +49 ~2) 8 1,408 2121 107 217
South Atlantic..... . +17 -16 +19 14 1,413 +82 +1 10 1,474 F 127 80 102
South Central. +27 +2 +55 10 923 +54 ~6 8 9771 1231 106 130
Mountain...... . -4 +4 +9 5 352 (x) (%) (x) (x) (x) '] (x) (%)
Pacific......... +7 0 +52 11 515 +42 =5 10 8731 171 130 181
Appliances and specialties wholesalers..... ~48 =137 45 113 =9 84 30,507 | 245 65 235
New England..ceeerneeonnnis PP, . 57 -14 +18 13 iy 11 1,887 243° 43 217
Middle Atlantic.. 46 -15 +9 27 -1 13 8,310 257 67 244,
East North Central... 54 -22 + 21 =11 15 4,116 275 57 236
West North Central. -53 -3 +10 13 -3 11 4,070{ 435] 107 434
South Atlantic... ~45 =5 -3 13 -6 1 4,269} 207 70 197
South Central. =41 +1 -15 10 -9 8 2,645 204 67 225
Mountain,... cees =31 +24 +17 6 ~4 6 1,523} 187 a8 222
Pacific......uunn D PN aesaneanas 50 -22 =31 10 ~18] 9 3,687 200 46 191
Furniture and house furnishingSe...evesass s =38 =15 +6 87 - 66 20,5041 339% 135 296
New England...... Ceeamaeee g -22 ~8 +9 4 (x) (x) (x) (x) | () (x)
Middle Atlantic...... -52 -18 -4 15 +1 10 5,311 513 123 385
East North Central... ~47 ~21 +6 9 =7 7 4,629 1 402 | 126 324
West North Central... bl ~20 +4 14 =1 14 6,397 442 160 356
South Atlantie...... -29{ =36 -12 11 (x) (x) {x) (x) | {(x) {x)
South Central.... -31 0 48 15 =3 15 4,442 1 309 153 320
Mountain..... . . -37 ~9 +6 7 0 5 1,908 | 2841 149 264
PacifiCecseireiirvavenvnennnns tereesaaeees -26 =10 +18 12 +1 10 6,209 239 112 214
Jardwares . s enesssassnaenan cese -18 =9 +24 156 -2 128 146,188 | 3071 179 282
New England...... =12 -23 +25 4 -1 4 1,963 | 411 274 316
Middle Atlantic.... -6 -22 +34 27 =2 20 14,008 | 2921 212 227
East North Central... ~25 -9 T +20 26 —4) 25 ©31,506| 306 164 288
West North Central... -22 -7 +19 20 =5 19 30,598 | 3271 149 317
South Atlantice....., -19 -5 +19 25 +3 20 14,102 | 302 177 280
East South Central, -19 -3 +16 12 4 10 9,786 275| 123 276
West South Central. ~16 -6 +15 15 - -3 9 8,872 3041 197 310
Mountaini..evsevenn . -8 -5 +23 8 0 5 2,695 332} 223 291
Pacific...voveiennsn htarrresaee PN -13 -10 438 19 +1 16 32,6581 303] 181 271
ndustrial supplies. +21 -6 453 84 +1 59 15,8901 212 180 198
New England... +27 ~14 +60 7 +1] 6 1,060F 3691 375 306
Middle Atlantic.... +44 -3 +68 18 +10] 11 1,844 164 148 146
- East North Central. +24 -10 +57 8 -3 [} 1,476 202 144 184
West North Céntral. +9 -15 +45 7 psin 5 1,187 224 | 168 182
South Atlantic..... +4 +1 +41 11 2] 10 2,112 2271 180 234
South Central, . +10 -4 +44 25 +1 15 6,500 | 218| 169 206
Pacifice.vver. - teeseresenaarenee +64 -5 +90 8 -4 6 1,711 188 | 253 179
‘ewelry..... hcereieeaeans . =28 =15 +22 155 +5) 84 17,175 5721 262 456
New Englanda.... [ ~42 +8 7 (x) (x) (x) (x) {(x) (x)
Middie Atlantic. . . -29 -16 +29 49 +4] 17 3,641 506 201 353
East North Central. s -28 -16 *16 36 +8| 23 4,744 | 588 | 300 465
West North Central. . -36 ~17 +20 17 +9) 12 2,966 649! 288 544
South Atlantic..... o] -7 ~7] 435 7 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Central. N . . -36 -2 +7 5 ~2) 4 3411 509 262 465
Paciric. ... ... Creeeees TR IS -8 +26 31 +1 20 3,801) 516] 245 483

See fcotnotes at end of table.
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Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock sales
1 ratios!
Percent change July 1951 panel [Percent change| July 1951 panel
Geographic division July yuy |7 Nz ‘t Tud Tul Mo .
and u 7 mos. er of] . ¥ uly Junber o :
kind of business 1951 | 1951 | 1951 estab- R:gg;::ﬂ 1951 | 1951 | estab- |ReROrted sty | sty | sune
from from | from | liskments values from | from {lishments values 195{ 1950 | 1951
July ‘June |7 mos.| Teport- (add 000) July | June report- {add 000)
1950 1951 | 19502 ing i 1950 | 1951 ing
Lumber and building materials......eseeees.s =15 =il +13 80} 13,575 42 +1 36 15,453 158 98 140
Middle Atlantice.iarsavae. +8 +4 +14 18 3,958 +24 <1 9 1,132 40 41 43
East North Central -18 b +10 11 1,383 +78 +1 8 1,319 | 131 61 126
West North Central -48 -13 -7 6 553 (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) | (x) (x)
South Atlantic.... Q -8 +20 n 1,873 +50 -1 9 1,500 159 103 157
South Central.. =25 ~17 +10 5 814 {x) (x) (x) (x) {(x) | (x) (x)
Mountain..... . ~19 ~20 +20 7 2,151 +50 +4 6 4,007 1 203{ 115 165
Pacificiiivensennnns Crsresdsrssesnaneana -26 «20 +21 9 1,245 +43 +3 7 2,584 1 245] 126 197
Machinery equipment, supplies (except -
electrical) cieesesaas .o +18 =12 441 48 8,495, +27 0 36 15,350 | 2021 185 178
New England.... +12 -19 +32 4 371 (x) T () (x) (x) (x) | {x} {x)
Middle Atlantics.....e.s +52 -5 +72 9 1,722 +31 +2 6 2,236 136] 163 127
East North Central....... +15 -22 +45 12 1,238 +37 ~2 9 1,968 1 177 148 152
South Atlantic........ +10 24 +21 [ 581 +34 +1 4 2,365 ] 454§ 293 347
South Central ~10 ~14 +17 6 1,916 +12 0 5 4,5471 239 193 205
Pacific.iciavennaas +50 +6 +71 7 1,208 +24 ~1 5 1,5341 2131 251 215
MetalSeesvreananearonrsosanans ereennearnesas +18 -2 +40 44 12,905 -3 0 39 15,663 125| 153 122
Paints and varnishes........ T +11 -7 +32 53 6,811 +28 +1 47 19,7321 297; 259 276
Plumbing and heating supplies..i...v.vecesess =5 =8 +37 137 18,056 +38 ~4 115 34,9511 218 153 211
New Englands..evsssecocacen . =41 -5 +7 7 299 (x) {x) =) (x) x) | &) -G
Middle Atlantic..... . <7 -12 +31 34 2,620 +43 4 26 4,524 1 199¢ 137 184
East North Central.. -25 -1 +21 15 1,419 +56 3] 1 3,8791 287{ 139{ 293
West North Central.. ~29 -9 +18 14 1,434 +52 -2 12 3,727 270 133 257
South Atlantic,... . +2 -8 +44 38 7,756 +35 -5 38 15,8511 204| 155 198
East South Central . +28 -8 +58 11 2,138 +27 -8 9 3,8031 196| 211 194
PaCifiCeeiiciencrnnnrennnnnn cerecnesaene +9 -9 +63 5 1,270 (x) (x) (x) {x) {x} | (x) (x)
Refrigeration equipment, parts
(commercigl)s.vess. veevan ceserees . =16 +1 +11 68 2,246 1 330 =1 62 4,918 ] 255) 168 270
Middle Atlantic, . -21 +3 =10 13 709 +29 -8 10 1,2321 2231 155 260
East North Centra . -18 +8 +8 14 170 +11 -1 14 5291 311 =229 337
South. Atlantic... -13 =2 +22 20 556 +34 o} 19 1,186] 220 142 ‘215
PacifiC.ervaarennnnnannnas Cermessaeavaes ~-16 +16 +20 13 339 +45 +5 13 1,076 § 317| 184 352
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies...... +5 -4 +36 32 4,708 || - +36 =3 28 6,464 ] 148] 113 145
Middle Atlantic.... . -1 -4 +33 7 757 -1 =12 6 7721 112} 109 120
East North Central.... . +14| -1 +46 9 2,070 +64 +3 8 2,7851 143| '100] .138
South Atlantic.... ~22 -6 +30 5 625 +13 -2 4 869 | 142 99 139
+12 [+] +14 5 599 +43 -2 4 5131 111 81 107
+3 48 36 39 2,316 +25 +15 35 1,066 50 s 48
-1 +20 +3 8 584 +19 +10 7 102 18 15 19
+8 +10 | +4 12 660 +7 -5 12 239 36 37 42
-3 +8 ~3 5 155 +20 -3 4 67 85 64 0
+2 =22 +9 4 152 -16 ~13 4 204 49 72 62
-1 +2 +12 5 374 +5 -6 s 200 62 58 69
Chemicals, industrial...... [ SN +16 -3 +43 14 2,903 +22 -1 9 1,574 64 65 64
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)..... -15 +16 +14 25 3,100 +47 -1 18 5,338 234} 162 300
Confectionery....e.. tereensreans weesneene vee +4 =1 410 4 1,460 +8] +2 26 9151 101 95 94
Middle Atlantie,. . +9 -2 +12 7 344 -5 +4 4 157 84 87 T4
East North Central. . 413 +15 +7 5 135 {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (%) (x)
South Atlantic.., . . -3 -8 +9 12 257 +12 ‘-1 7 2211 126| 105 114
South Central...... teresaraareenen vreeas +5 -2 +9 13 424 +12 +7 7 276 107| 107 98
Dairy and poultry productS........... ceeases +5 -3 +15 25 6,605 +88 +25 18 4,535 72 400" 56
Drugs and sundries (liguor sycluded)....... . +10 4] +16 194 53,148 +21 0 154 84,897 199} 181 198
New England..cuinseunnas sae +14 +9 +16 12 2,809 +16 -3 JGRE 3,7881 17171 162 190
Middle Atlantic.... en +9 o} +14 26 9,622 +13 -2 18 10,172% 168 165 174
East North Central. caen +15 -2 +20 25 8,761 +26 0 19 11,5151 172 154 165
West Norih Central, e +5, -6 +12 19 5,594 +17 0 16 9,269 | 194 167 183
South Atlanticei..... « +13 +4 +15 31 6,767 +20 +1 24 10,295 197] 188 206
East South Central, . +14 +10 +14 17 3,558 +18 +3 13 5,776} 198} 191 211
West South Central... . +9 +3 +15 31 7.087 +23 +3 25 14,346 | 2441 216 242
Mountain. . +4 -2 +17 11 1,607 +26 0 9 3,960 261 =212 256
Pacificii..e.. Ceraaan Cireesann rererenans +7 -5 +22 22 7,343 +23 0 20 15,7761 216| 188 205
Dry goodS..eceivecssiinnnnans ceemedes ceneen . =17, 6 +13 173 36,441 +28 =1 137 97,886{ 314} 200 343
New England..... . -12 -1 +16 7 461 +53 +8 7 1,163 | 2521 144 232
Middle Atlantic, .. -19 =21 +24 45 5,359 +27 -3 30 . 12,3561 327| 201 282
East North Central. . =21 +9 +1 17 4,282 +26 -2 17 10,2881 240| 150 265
West North Central...... ~16 +8 +14 19 12,885 +22 -3 17 42,4511 331 228 369
South Atlantic....... -3 +28 +14 26 4,201 +41 1] 20 10,8441 281} 195 368
East South Central. -25 +20 +8 14 1,365 +42 +5 S 3,9221 3981 208 463
West South Central... -26 +26 +2 15 2,711 +25 -2 15 7,196 | 265] 158 340
Mountain. sesasons -5 +3 +20 6 486 +35 ~1 5 1,662 417| =258 390
Pacific...... PPN ~-17 +16 +7 24 4,691 +41 +7 17 8,004] 427 202 426
Farm supplies.......... Ceeveees e 1] 22 +15 20 2,344 12| 7 10 99| s8] €0 51
Fresh fruits and vegetables... 4 =9 +1 67 7,053 +37 -8 4L 1,013 27 21 28
New England,....... +4 | +7 -1 9 579 +35 -13 7 62 2L 17 30
Middle Atlantic.... +8 +2 -1 13 1,855 +11 -4 10 156 19 18 18
East North Central... -6 -24 +2 13 1,879 -18 -22 7 32 10 11 1l
West, North Central,.. +22 +22 T 42 7 926 ~13 -13 6 168 19 27 27
South Atlantic....... Veanan +24 -15 +13 6 329 +3 +3 4 32 13 17 11
Eas? South Central. iresan ~2 -26 +8 6 309 (x) (x} {x) (x) (x) | (%) (x)
BACIfLCy i enivarurnroronnetecnnoonnnneras 211 -13 +2 5 872 (x) (x) . (x) (x) (x) | (x) (x}
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

JULY 1951

(Data are shown by geographic division, where posgible without disclopure of individual operations)

Sales Inventory, end—ot-month {at cost) Stock ssles
Geogreghie Giviston Percent change July 1951 panel Percent change July 1951 panel ratios!
= T T
and July |July |7 mos.| Number of Jul; 3, o
kind of business 1951 (1951 | 1991 | estan- [Reported | jozf | TR |NUENEE2F | Reported .
from | from from ;| lishments dollar from | from |lishments doller July | July| June
July |June |7 mos.| report- vgdlug(sm July | June report- values 19511 1950 1951
1950 |1951 | 1950%| ing (s 950 | s tng | (202 000)
GrOCETies, LObBLerruuannninreneresreonesons -18 -4 +7 858 '|$127,148 +24 -3 665.] $146,467] 153{ 101) | 150
Nonaffiliated full-line wholesalers’...... ~16 | -4 +6 568 | 56,408 - {
Now EnLand. sevrerooenoeenenneniions 25T A A I S W 1R R
Middle Atlantie... ~17 +3 +2. 20 2,363 - +8 -4 12 2:227 129 106 147
388: Norgh Central -19 -8 +6 146 12,195 *17 -2 135 15,800| 148] 103 140
sesthm);lh C?ntral. -16 -6 +6 60 6,133 +28 4 51 7,823 150 97 146
S e RIS I - A N I
corne - + » +17 -2 28 4,705{ 132 95 136
West South Central... -7 -6 +7 112 12,382 +22 +1 89 152084 58 | 109 146
Moux}t?in. R . <14 -5 +10 21 1,976 +27 0 18 2,6871 147] 101 139
Pacifice.ccacennnss =17 -2 +6 96 7,758 +36 -4 93 10,7491 146 89 150
Voluntary-group wholesalerseseeeesasvansss -18 -3 +7 172 48,555 -,
How Englands oo, I =y B 7 I R 3 7y -
Middle Atlantie...... . -23 =7 +5 44 13,142 +28 -7 31 15,031 1531 ,92 151
East North Central. . =15 -5 +12 46 10,496 +16 -3 24 7:647 1 120} ‘88 18
Wéleszhﬂqzilzh C;ntral. . -2 =2 +1 32 9,245 +41 +1 32 20,418| 221 A19 215
outh Atlantic..... . ~12 -6 +10 12 2,516 +29 +: 6 1,500f 112 72 104
T & -8 +22 +10 15 5,495 {x) (x)y {x) . {x) {x} §{x) (x)
Retailer-cooperative v@rehouses. teneiriane ~-12 -1, +11 21 9,046 +12 -5 16 5,787F 126 94 143
Spedialty lines WholesalerS.....eeesseesss | 23| -8 +9 97 | 33,049 | +19] -3 62 16,908 169 110] . 161
gﬂdﬁﬁ%ﬂimm Vererevereenien . ;g -12 &g 25: 5 113% (xi7 (=) (x) (x) {(x) 1(x) {x)
Fast North Central... P R -3 1 R e B e AR
gouzh Atlanticaseenoiaonionas » -7] ~18 +14 23 1,919 +32 4 15 2,102| 134 96 126
w:::t gg:ﬁ: g:nzrai. cerrens . -7 -4 +10 6 534 | (%) (x) (x) (x) (x) 14{x) (x)
Vest Sou ntral. . -10 =10 +11 5 327 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {€x) (x}
OUDEAITa s ves s eanns . -11 -2 +38 4 529 | (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) [ () (x)
PacifiCeceeecenrorerasanrsannon areas =32 4 +5 16 5,284 +20 -0 12 9,698 249 138 234
Leather and shoe £indings....ceevivvessnrans ~23 ~10 +13 28 483 420 -2 ) 1 ).
Middle Atlantic...... TR S . 5 ANCEES €3] CRERCRECR RO
East North Central,.. P -33 -6 +9 <5 62 (x) (x) (x} (x) (x) §({x) (x)
West North Central...... eee 24 0 -2 5 €0 (x) (x) (x) (x) (%) | (x) (x)
PACELICe e iecsneierarsrantcsanrosanennes -19 -15 +21 7 264 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x) (x)
Meats and meat ProductS.iecsserrecieainacans +14 =2 +23 38 24,262 +13 =10 32 8,708 46 45 50
Middle Atlantie...... ovs +11 0 +23 9 4,404 +18 -6 9 2,047 46 44 49
East North Central. . +9 =1 +23 13 10,105 +1 -18 12 3,848 41 44 49
South Atlantic... . +15 +5 413 4 479 (x) (x) {x} (x) (x) | {x) (x)
PRCITICA e eraresnansensensoncersasaeens 427 -5 431 4 4,333 {x} (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x) (x)
Paper and -its products... +17 =11 +36 62 9,223 +15 +1 38 9,027§ 138 142 124
Miadie Aclanide,. G| ap| s MR R RN AR
. - + - 1
Fagt North Central... 3] 17| 3 18] 333 a1 3 12 3,207| 15| 118 9%
West North Central.... +1 +4 +28 4 351 {x) (x) (x) (x) (x} | (x) (x)
South Atlantic.. +8 -8 +39 6 695 | () | (x) {x} (x) (x) | (x) (x)
gz:;l;i(:entral. v Zg -1{ . +§(3) 3 . igg (x; {x) (x) . (x)4 (x) (xt)3 (x)L
S F R + - +] > +32 +2 2,455 211} 180 21
PetroleuMe e v veerraaoosascssronersonensrenas +2 ~2 +13 29 4,598 +25 0 28 5,345{ 117 95 114
Shoes and other fOOLWeAT«..vtoeeretoeiasonss 49 +24 +25 38 30,578 +32 =4 33 77,537 257| 213 331
Tobacco ProduCtSessessecssacscissessssvenen -1 4 +5 270 39,712 +14 +1 163 14,960 56 49 54
New England..ceseis -6 =7 0 23 . 2,897 +20 -3 13 588 53 44 52
Middle Atlantic.... -3 -7 +5 56 13,256 +17 +6 35 5,925 59 48 52
East North Central. -1 ~4 +6 68, 8,196 +15 -1 38 2,728 59 51 56
West North Central. +4 0 +5 40 5,298 +9 +2 27 2,316 57 56 56
South Atlantie. 0 -2 +77 21 3,476 +18 -6 17 1,350 48 39 50
East South Central. +9 +2 +9 13 1:321 -5 +2 8 ,481 47 53 47
West South Central. [+] -1 0 24 " 2,096 +10 -6 10 569 51 44 52
Mountain...... +9 8] 313 9 920 +9 =7 8 609 68 67 72
Pacifice....us . =7 -3 +7 16 2,252 +1 -5 7 394 51 50 53
Wines and spiritst..... =34 =10 5 303 78,983 +41 -5 246 120,664} 194 91 187
New England...... -33 1" -11 +11 27 4,979 +31 -7 20 5,2331 152 791 146
Middle Atlantic.. ~30 ~-16 +9 56 26,034 +hd -2 50 36,639 188 90 168
East North Central. =30 ~6 +10 42 10:126 +ide -4 29 141023 168 85 166
West North Central. =51 =16 ~7 29 5,381 +35 -2 24 10,206 267 94 230
South Atlantic..... -27 -5 +6 b 10,774 +38 -5 40 15,375 152 81 152
East South Central. -16 +3 0 15 2,389 . +14 -19 13 3,661f 176| 129 228
West South. Central -30 © 4 -2 40 6,894 +16 -11 33 12,9921 205| 124 222
Mountaine.eeeenss -33 +1 +7 11 1,855 +9 -3 10 1,996 121 72 125
PaCifilesecrverocssresnranirnoscoanasase 46 -8 +2 39 10,551 +75 -6 27 20,5391 299 88 279
Miscellaneous..,............................ . -~ -8 +21 49 - 7,002 +26] 46 38 11,139{ 228§ 168 180

x Insufficient data to show separately.

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing: stocks, at cost, by total sales (including any direct shipments and consigoment
business) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales.

2 tncludes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

3 Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.
4 Baged on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" States which do mt have State control or monopoly distribution

at the wholesale level.

Note: The United States total and totals for some trades include a number of establishments not essigned to a geographic division.

New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vi.)

Middle Atlantic - (N.J., N.Y., Pa.)

East North Ceéntral - {I11,, Ind., Mich.; Ohio, Wis.}

Stntes comprising geographic divisions:

West, North Central - (Towa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Net

N. Dak., S. Dak.)

South Atlantic - {Del., D.C., Fla,, Ga., Md., N.C., 5.C., Va.,

East South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Temn.)
' West South Central - (Ark.; La., Okla., Texas)
Mountain - {Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Momt., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.}
Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)

South Central - East South Central and West South entral combined.

SRy e

WiVa

-)
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AUGUST 195I

Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential reports sub-

mitted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,152 wholesale establishments in
various lines of business,

.SALES

August sales of wholesalers jumped 13 percent above July in a higher than normal seasonal gain,
but were 14 percent below the abnormally high sales of August a year ago. Cumulative sales for the
first eight months of 1951 were 11 percent ahead of the comparable period last year.

Regionally, all geographic divisions followed the national pattern with sales gains over the pre-
vious month and declines below August 1950, Seasonal increases over July ranged from 9 percent in the
Mountain region to 16 percent in the West South Central area, Compared with a year ago, August sales
trends varied from a decrease of 9 percent in the West South Central region to a 22 percent drop in the
West North Central division,

With the exception of grocery retailer-cooperative warehouses (-1%), industrial chemicals (-4%),
and fresh fruits and vegetables (-14%), all trades covered in this report indicated sales 3 to 72 per-
cent higher than a month ago. While most gains were moderate seasonal increases,-substantially higher
levels were reflected in several trades--dry goods (38%), coal (39%), clothing and furnishings (50%)
and jewelry (72%). Although 18 trades experienced declines of 6 to 48 percent below August 1950 sales,
only two trades, furniture and house furnishings (-3%), and appliances and specialties (-4%) reported

sales during the first eight months below the same period a year ago.
INVENTORIES

Inventories of wholesalers on August 31 declined 3 percent below the July 31 stock level, the
second decrease in two months after eleven successive increases since July 1950, However, mventorles
were still 38 percent higher than stocks on hand August 31, 1950. All regions showed inventory'declines
below the previous month with little variation from the national pattern. However, gains over a year
ago ranged from 30 percent in the West South Central region to 49 percent in New England., According
tothe reports of 3,184 establishments submitting inventories in conjunction with sales, the August stock-.
sales ratio of 176 was 29 points belowJuly, but 66 points over August 1950,,

RETAIL

August sales of independent retail stores, as presented in the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Re-

port, were up 13 percent over the previous month but 10 percent lower than sales a year ago,

" TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTQRIES

(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only)
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WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY .KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEQGRAPHIC DIVISION
AUGUST 1951

(Data are shown 'bx geogragh ¢ division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations)

' Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at .coet) Stook & a%ee,
Percent change August 1951 panel ||Percent change} August 1951 panel ratios
Geographic division Mugs | Aug. | 8 mos,|Nunber of Aug.i| Aug. |Number of
and 1951 | 1951 | 1951 | estab- | FSPOT®edlljosy | 1951 | egtap. | FOPOTEE
kind of business from | from| from |lishments v:l er || room | from |lishments| d0%1eT jjAug. | Aug, jJuly
Aug, | July | 8 mos,| report- ues Aug, | July report- values 1951 | 1950 1951
1950 | 1951 | 1950%| ing (add 000)| 1950 | 1951 | ing  |¢204 900)
United States, totalesesecerescscscnns -14 +13 | +11 4,152 | $810,148|] +38 -3 ‘3,184 3.,182,958 176 110| 205
New Englandeccessssases -18 +121 +10 235 35,338| +49 ~2 172 46,034 175 96 199
Middle Atlantic... -19 +11 | +10 799 162,022 +37 -1 568 189,851 155 25 173
East North Central.. -10 +14 | +15 827 152,498]| +37 -3 667 195,876 150 97 178
Vest. North Central.. -22 +15 +5 Ldd 101,561 +33 -4 353 173,623 207 121 249
South AtlantiCeseescscece -11 +11 ] +12 516 91,4271 +43 ~4 403 129,210 169 104 195
East South Centralesceesss ~11 +15 +7 206 34,9981 +43 -3 152 50,179 175 107 208
West South Centrale.... -9 +16 +7 389 71,5621 +30 -3 308 109,286 183 129 221
Mountaineesecessrrossnses -13 +9 | #11 168 27,205) +32 -3 136 40,104 170 114 190
PRCIf1C.cseenssncsrssnscsasnsscorarssssasans 15 +12 | +13 518 105,161) +43 -4 375 156,244 191 112 227
Automotive SUDPLieSeescesssasossssssvsrasans -10 +16 | 417 294 22,654) 424 ~1 180 20,837 242 175 282
New England... .o =10 | +32] +6 8 671 (x) (x) (x) (x) )| (x)
Middle Atlantic. eves ~18 +5 | +21 45 1,324 432 -1 4 2,941 256 158 271
East North Centraleceecass -9 +22 | +16 65 4,645l +36 -3 52 7,063 252 158 295
West North Centralesecese. -15 +15 1 +17 43 5,476} +10 0 20 3,323 218 203 269
South AtlantiCesiescesssveecsss +1 417 | 17 19 3,574] 0 -3 10 1,145 273 237 304
South Central. sesesssnss =10 +20 | +12 14 3,039 +14 -1 8 1,331 170 138 240
Mountaine..... senes ~-13 +12 +2 25 889l +25 -1 15 943 259 172 309
Pacifice..ca.s tassesassamraras ~11 +81 25 75 3,036 +24 -2 31 3,634 261 209 298
Electrical group, totaleccesveseccesncancese -26 +10 | 413 667 139,825\ +141 ~5 593 283,537 216 67 251
Full-line wholeSalerSeecsessseasvescssenoee =23 +8| 416 427 110,082} +158 -5 419 244,888 226 68 258
New Englande.cess veee -25 +121 414 32 6,641) +167 -3 32 17,148 258 72 297
Middle Atlantice.e. erseen ~29 o +#9 64 16,644t +197 -3 62 44,272 273 65 279
Bast North Centrale... seescn ~17 +10 | 425 85 25,852 #139 ~8 83 47,564 190 65 227
West North Central.... e ~33 +12 +8 4y 9,443]] ¥160 -3 44 23,639 250 65 291
vas -19 +81 +16 62 15,576{ +155 -7 60 33,194 220 70 254
. -25 +14 -1 26 4,866 +160 -8 25 . 9,941 209 61| * 259
ieve ~15 494 #4 & 10,518} +145 -9 &7 23,713 225 78 271
eanesnsa -28 +6 | 413 19 3,910| +132 =3[ 19 9,092 233 72 254
PacifiCesesssovrsssscrcrorvssesonnansess =22 +10 | +18 48 16,632} -+156 -2 . &7 36,325 220 &7 246
Wiring supplies, construction materials
distributors... wesrvasesevensserens +2 +11 | 434 133 -3 93 11,084 140 100 157
New Englande.eenses +6 2 | +49 14 -3 5 396 186 111 219
Middle Atlanticsess +12 +13 +41 34 -3 20 1,625 135 120 155
East North Central. +6 +19 1 +46 32 -2 25 3,595 145 108 177
West North Central.... =20 +13 | +10 10 -6 8 1,329 185 102 212
South Atlantic,. +21 +10] +22 16 -1 12 1,839 103 67 112
South Central. -4 -6 | +42 12 -5 10 1,209 132 101 130
Mountaine.sesssevenvas -31 +10 +4 4 (x) (x) (x) (x){ () (x)
PaCifiCeeessoancssvasecannnosnoasasansns ~20 ~6 | +37 11 -5 10 983 187 112 185
Appliances and specialiles wholesalers.... =48 +23 4 107 -6 81 27,565 184 57 247
New Englande... ~53 40 +7 [ -10 A 1,449 151 21 236
Middle Atlantic... emee -52 +21 -2 26 -5 14 7,994 191 56 258
East North Centralesssesssess re ~46 +47 -5 18 -3 14 3,974 180 62 273
West North Centraleseesssss 41 +23 +1 13 -8 11 3,402 336 121 447
South Atlantics... ~49 +5 | ~11 15 2,653l +75 -8 14 4,223 3181 53 210
South Central 32 +17 1 =17 12 1,740] +53 -13 10 2,600 153 67 205
© Pacifices... susseserssesesenserraes 41 +30 -9 14 2,516{ +96 -3 11 3,498 145 43 197
Furniture and house furnishingSecsessvssessss 4L +28 -3 89 14,0411 +53 -3 70 29,613 244 92 323
New EnglanGeceescaossaresccssaacsssssars 35 +23 +2 5 731 +19 =3 4 1,240 177 96 224
Middle Atlantice.... =46 +38| -12 17 2,2821 +84 +5 13 6,017 339 100 460
East North Central.. ~51 #3571 -4 8 1,753 +73 -2 . 6 4,278 289 77 428
West North Centrale...... 51 +36 -7 14 1,975) 451 -7 14 5,979 303 97 442
South AtlentiCecveeecses -15 +39 | -12 11 a7eli {(x) (x) {x) {x) (x)]| (%) (x)
South Centralessssscoos =40 +27 -1 15 1,826|1 452 -8 15 - 4,093 224 89 309
Mountain. =22 -3 +1 7 1,324 +1 +9 5 1,686 209 176 162
PacifiCesssesosnssnsscsossonsssrassenoos -34 +27 +8 12 3,474 +51 -10 10 5,557 168, 73 239
HOTAWAT oo vansaasorsssocssbssssonssen =22 +14 | +16 159 63,494] +41 -6 132 136,648 251 139 307
New England.. sresesrdsacesettrsasnnes ~31 +5 1 416 4 504] +31 -3 4 1,902 377 198 410
Middle AtlantiCaescasesesesrscecocenscves ~-20 24 1 +24 37 8,500 +24 ~15 29 14,168 195 128 291
Fast North Centralscescessvesnesvosesens -20 +20 ] +13 25 12,279 +42 -5 24 28,342 236 134 302
=21 +12 | +12 18 12,1831 +40 -5 17 28,093 275 152 327
South Atlanticesesesssess =23 +12 | +#12 21 5,553|] +38 4 19 13,829 262 146 303
East South Centrale.es-s. -26 +12 +7 13 5,124l 71 -5 11 13,096 242 104 284
West South Centrale.... ~23 +10 +9 15 5, 142{] +39 -1 9 8,754 272 151 304
Mountaine..ovseeesecannnss ~28 0] +l4 7 2,250| 430 =1 4 2,911 294 177 321
PACifiCaesssssnessencscecssasnnassscccss -23 +11} +27 19 11,959 +46 4 15 27,553 265 141 308
Industrial sSUPPlieSesssessscssccsenacse +9 +8 | 446 85 11,369 439 -1 61 16,114 192 152 214
New England..... T T -2 0] +50 7 371 17 g lg ;gi:g igg i‘;lsr ig;
Middle AtlantiCeceesscsrcccsscsnncosne -13 -57 +60 20 1,750i] +63 - K
East North Centrel,.... A7 1 46| 9 7 1,537 +46 -3 6 1,433l 7so| 122| 202
West North Central... +7 +13 | +38 -7 88311 432 =2 5 1,167 193 142 224
South Atlantic.... -4 +15 | 432 11 1,000 +32 ~2 10 2,072 194 139 227
South Centrale.. +5 +9 | 437 25 4,569 42 +1 15 6,562 192 150 218
PaCifiCecerenssscessesscasasasanssnocerne +32 91 479 8 1,189l +30 0 6 1,707 173 185 188
JEWEITYuesserssonsasosesssassoonsnssscnveasss -25 +72 | +13 152 6,856 423 -6 83 14,884 299 181 542
Ng England.. -5 | #1221 +7 6 415 (x) [€3] x) (x) xy| ) x)
Middle Atlantices.o.. =29 +68 | 418 50 1,967|] +27 «1 19 3,656 293 164 505
Fast North Central..... -26 +97 +7 39 1,8321F +20 -6 25 4,622 292 181 596
West North Centrale.e... -30 +821 411 14 B4l +47 +2 10 2,286 336 169 592
South At1antiCesssesscssossscssavsssnsne +3 +67 | 413 6 330l (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)] (x) (x)
South Centrale..csecesarescercsnsvsoesce -36 +45 o} 5 113 +5 -5 4% 323 308 187 509
Pacificeseaes essessrecssaenecas -24 +42 1 +#16 29 1,345 +6 =19 19 3,294 309 215 532
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND O'F BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
AUGUST 1951 -

(Date are shown by geographic divisicn, where possible without diselosure of individual operations)

Snlea Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock 8 ?153
Percent change August 1951 panel [Percent change| August 1951 panel ratlos
Geographic division 2 T "
and - i] Auge | Aug. mos, | Nunbex of Aug. | Aug. |Number o
kind of business 1951 1951 | 1951 | estab- | EPSFed fig5) | 1051 | estan- |FeOREed b iy
: ) from | from | from | 1ishments values from { from [lishments values 1951.L 1956 1851
Aug, {July |8 mos,{ reportw (add 000) Aug, | July report- (add 000)
1950 {1951 | 19502 ing 1950 | 1951 ing
Lumber and building meterialSsiececescssenes ~13 +17 +9 7 15,6511 +38 -6 55 14,462 128 83 157
Middle Atlantice.cescvssens “en +14 +51 14 17 4,025 427 0 9 1,133 37 357 20
East North Central, . iy +37 +7 11 1,619)f +82 +1 8 1,329 112 64 131
West North Central. L] -19] #35) -9 5 egLi (x) | () (x) (x) x)| ) [ &)
South Atlantic... . ~24 +7| #12 11 2,0028 427 -1 9 1,484 155 106 159
South Central. . 4 +32 +9 5 1,077) (%) (x) (x) (x) x)] (x) (x)
Mountain,. a . -15 +27| 414 7 2,7338 +52 -8 ) 3,691 153 87 203
T T ~17 +30) 15 . 9 1,622) +30 ~12 7 2,266 166 104 245
Machinery equipment, supplies (except
electrical),. sessanee +25 +261 438 47 10,195} +28 +2 34 14,448 160 157 203
New Englend, -137 +12] +2% 5 579 +18 = % 1,021 | 280} 204} 33
Middle Atlantic +35 +12] 466 9 1,665l 34 +2 5 1,926 125 127 136
+10 +21| +39 1 1,4858 +43 +7 9 2,115 166 118 177
~11 4341 416 6 7761 +38 0 4 2,362 340 221 454
+54 +851 +22 6 3,541l +15 +5 5 4,768 136 183 239
49 ~20| 463 [ 7881 (x) {x) (x) (x) {x)| &) (x)
MetBlSeeeerrsasensaenssssansnccasssacnssnnns -9 461 431 44 13,738 +3 +1 39 15,825 118 105 125
Paints and varnisheS.s.eeecsiocovssssrevances 0 +4| 27 52 6,902(| +20 -3 46 18,482 274 230 295
Plumbing and heating supplieS...escceecasane =19 +10] +25 - 134 19,4801 +41 -4 . 112 32,628 189 109 27
-38 +28 -3 7 382 (x) (x) {x) x) &y xy x)
Middle Atlantics.eeveinasravnnnna -18 +10} +21 34 2,848l 443 0 27 4,662 187 107 201
East North Centrale.ceccsssnsizess ~30 121 +12 14 1,464] 462 -3 12 3,298 259 112 295
~33 +19 +5 14 1,688[ +51 -ty 12 3,564 224 98 272
18| 411 431 38 8,598] +4L -6 38 14,975 | 174 101 204
-3 +6] +45 11 2,267l (x) (x) {x) (x) {(x)1 (x) (x)
PacifiCececnevssse ~13 4| +43 4 1,072)F  (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)| (=) .(x)
Refrigeration equipment, parts _J .
(cOmmErcifl)acesacearacncesrsonsssanconaines -18 +3 +6 &6 2,1421 416 0 56 4,238 248 174 253
Middle Atlantic.. =27 o} -14 13 7231 414 -4 11 1,277 210 135 216
East North Central ~23 0 +2 22 332 +9 +5 1w 870 405 263 335
South Atlentic... -10 +7] A7 18 465{ +20 +2 18 1,025 220 165 232
PacifiCeiccnnnccacreeassosinocesssessnnnn ~22 +#| 4 6 1355 31 -2 5 269 332 238 342
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies... +3 471 432 34 5,325% 433 =3 29 6,342 136 107 149,
Middle Atlantic.. -8 O] +27 5 628 +7 +11 4 553 98 83 89
East North Centr: +2 +2| +40 9 2,106) 445 -8 8 2,557 130 90 143
South Atlantic,. +14 +9{ +28 6 71l 428 -5 5 913 i32 119 150
South Central,.ecverecicecessssssnsnsnand *17 +16] 426 6 774} 430 2 4 522 96 901 111
BB auareussoarsrsnsssressocssasancasenansne +7 +6 +6 40 2,432 ~8 -3 34 764 36 41 38
Middle Atlantic........ . +11 +9 +4 9 846i1 ~15 =1 7 101 16 21 18
East North Central . 0 +3 +4 13 708 +9 +7 12 256 38 35 36
West North Central . +13 +121 -1 4 1450 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x}| (x) (x)
South Atlantic.... . 416 +} Az 5 4881 -2 -18 4 167 39 49
PacifiCesssesensnsas . -3 +3]. +10 4 306] {x) (x) (x) {x) (x)1 ) {x)
Chemicals, industrial...... sressen <11 ~4] 433 15 2,983) +44 +7 10 1,977 78 50 &9
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)e.... -19 +50 +7 c 24 4,536] +16 -6 15 4,463 146 107 220
COBLecscrsassnanasosersocscocsonsasraasonnne +3 4391 +21 18 3,698) +13 11 17 6,062 166 151 208
Confectionery.... PR +6 +8 12 38 1,284 +5 -2 23 799 \ 94 a5 107
Middle Atlantie. +11 +10| 413 7 38 -11 =3 4 153 71 80 84
South Atlantic.. 4 +6 +7 12 273 +9 0 7 222 116 101 126
South Gentralessssessssscessasesssonsoss +14 +14] 413 10 326 +7 =7 6 213 100 120 131
Dairy and poultry products,. asssssees +17 +8] 416 21 6,917)| +16 «15 15 3,322 50 50 64
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)eseeeess +7 +81 415 194 59,5301 416 +3 154 30,519 189 174 199
New Englandescecsscsscsssssacones +5 <37 +15 il 2,475 +14 +1 9 3,480 185 165 176
Middle Atlanticescs.. +3 +2{ +12 26 9,990 +10 +3 18 10,836 174 167 168
East North Central,.. +10 +9{ +18 28 10,505) +23 +5 21 13,398 166 148 172
West North Central,.. +5 +14) 411 18 6,116{ +15 +3 15 8,999 173 159 193
South Atlantic.. +9 +6] +14 29 | 6,852| +17 T4 22 9,847 194 182 195
East South Central... +7 +5] 413 © 15 3,644 +13 +4 o1 5,783 196 184 197
West South Central... +8 +14| 414 32 ' 8,613 415 +3 27 16,042 219 209 244
MOUNt8iRe e s euvonnesn 9] w3 416 13 3,152| 18 -3 11 5,983 | 196| 180 229
PACEiCeesncsenvonrsasratrcusnsaorcacane + +11| +19 22 8,183| +18 +2 20 16,151 19% 175 216
Dry go0d8ecsesa ~23 +38 +5 175 50,7941 421 -8 139 91,389 207 i32 313
New England. =34 +30 +5 9 8571 +60 0 9 1,409 164 68 214
Middle Atlantic, -31 +37{ +13 48 7,655| 423 -5 33 12,610 217 125 334
East North Central. -25 +28 -4 15 5,357 +19 -8 15 9,057 169 106 236
West North Central. -22 +38 +7 21 7,915 +19 -6 19 40,518 227 150 332
South Atlantic.. ~14 +40 +8 | 24 5,553) +32 -9 19 9,549 186 121 285
Fast South Gentral, ~21] . 468 +1 16 2,559} +26 -7 10 4,071 208 128 386
West ‘South Central...... -4 | 453 -1 14 4,089 416 -9 14 6,348 155 1151 . 262
Mountain........ 14 +30| 414 5 504 +32 -2 4 1,304 276 173 432
PacifiCescresses cersesasaseses -22 +30 +2 23 6,295] +21 ~21 16 6,523 249 137 407
Farm SUPPLieSiceasesesssscesanascinsnaccssns +6 +25{ +14 20 3,266| +22 +18 10 951 54 52 55
Fresh fruits snd vegetableS...vesscssveensns +6 ~14 +2 66 6,260 437 -2 40 31,002 26 20 25
+5 ~17 0 8 71 -3 +7 [ 32 14 16 11
. +4 -8 -1 16 1,566 +8 +5 8 162 24 22 21
East North Centrals..... B -2 =41 +2 14 1,164f -22 -3 7 31 10 12 10
West North Central. . +8 -4 +3 7 gagli 22 ~5 7 161 18 25 18
South Atlantice.... +49 +8f 417 6 354 +6 +3 4 33 13 19 13
East South Central... cevraseeans | 414 5| 49 6 325t (x) | (x) (x) (x) ) )1 @)
Pacific.,. +20 0 +6 [ 1,19: +28 +7 4t 132 i2 11 1

2.a¢2¢ See footnotes at end of table.
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
AUGUST 1951

(Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) Stock sales
Percent change August 1951 panel |[[Percent changel August 1951 panel ratios
Geographic division
and Aug. | Aug, |8 mos.|Number of mg. . |Number of
Kind of buginess 1951 | 1951 | 2951 | estap- | PeEOTied 1951 195 |“engmo"| Reportea
from | from | from |1iehments | °M9F |l rron | rrom {itements] 30Her | g, fng. g
Aug, | July |8 mos,| report- (add 000) Mg, | July Teport- values 1951 | 1950 |195]
1950 | 1951 | 1950%|  ing a 1950 {1951 |- ing | (ad2 000)
Groceries, totalecscsiarerrrecneersscncsranes ~10 +8 +5 854 $134,088 +7 ~2 670] $135,319 135 114 150
Nonaffilisted full-line wholesalers’®.. =6 +10: +5 569 61,574 43 -2 475 67,362 131 120 148
New Englande.eeaseesseeseraseabonnes -19 w2l 3 7 1,500 +6 -4 4 2,393 || 189 | 144 | 198
Middle Atlantic.... -4 4 0 20 2,520 -3 +1 11 2,292 128 116 129
East North Central. -9 +17. +4 147 14,461 ~1 +1 137 16,517 127 118 147
West North Central. by +12 +4 6 6,654 +10 <L 52 7,865 135 ‘119 152
South Atlantic..... -1 +10 +8 66 8,229 +7 -1 41 6,953 119 |- 110 134
East South Central. =1 +9 +5 38 4,496 +4 -2 28 4,103 120 | 114 135
West South Central. -2 +10 +6 111 13,465 +6 -1 1 14,659 2 132 157
Mountein......... =7 49 +7 24 2,494 +10 -1 21 3,126 134 114 147
PacifiCacrerreserscrrorreceocsssrassssanns -10 +3 +4 95 7,755 4 =12 93 9,454 124 116 146
Voluntary-group wholesalers. -4 +6] +h 169 48,393 +17 -2 120 46,121 141 103 150,
New Englandesscecesssaoces -15 +8 +h 10 3,312 ~6 -3 8 1,840 108 114 118
Middle Atlentice.....v.. =15 +10 43 42 14,282 +20 +5 28 9,759 115 84 117
-2 +8| +10 45 10,426 -1 -3 31 7,808 113 114 124
=31 -3 -5 32 9,370 +31 -6 32 18,961 202 107 209
. -6 +13 +8 12 2,820 -2 ¢} 7 1,749 102 92 114
PACIfiCeceraencnncorernrsorconnsrrserssns +1 +2]  +12 17 5,626 1 (x) (x) x) (x) (x} (x) (x)
Retaller-cooperative warehouseSes.vessoress 0] ~1 +9 21 8,933 0 -2 15 5,569 126 120 127
Specialty lines wholesalers. =15 +17 +5 95 15,188 +) -1 ) 60 16,267 138 17 167
New Englende.irecensoass +18]  +13] 49 & 107 || (=) (x) &) {x) {x) [€3] (x}
Middle Atlentic.... -32 +1 +2 26 3,627 -19 -6 15 3,212 112 92 119
East North Central. R +20 -2 10 . 730 -12 =5 4 170 61 67 76
South Atlantice.... “eve 4 +15) +13 19 1,937 +29 +8 12 1,752 13 9% 121
East South Central. 2 3] 49 6 s52 || (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) | () ] x)
West ‘South Central. -10 +6] +8 5 347 || (x) {x}) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Mountaine. eoeresnens -1 +2| 433 4 537 1 (x) (x) (x (=) (x) (x) (x)
T i 14 +30 +2 18 7,039 +5 -1 14 9,683 174 145 243
Leather and shoe findingS.....cecvevevivecenns -23 414 +7 28 552 +11 4 16 1,227 381 270 455
Middle Atlantice...... .. -7 ~5 +6 6 40 11 (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Bast North Central, .. ~15 +15 +h 5 7L (x) (x) (x} (x) (x) {x} {x)
Weat North Central...... PR <14 17 4 & 68 || (x) (x}) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x)
PACIEICarsnsesvevrsassrnacscrercosensosan) w25 +16] +12 7 306 || (x) (x} (x) {x} (x} (x (x)
Meats and meat products,... +17 +9) 422 38 24,811 +1 -6 34 8,576 40 47 47
Middle Atlantic.... - 415 7] 422 11 5,140 +15 -1 11 2,467 48 48 52
East North Centralecccaiivecrssscencencee +14 +10| +22 13 11,068 14 b 12 3,698 35 47 41
Paper and its produetSsiceecerecrenscssansncse +6 +19) 431 68 11,084 +13 ] Al 8,660 111 104 130
+1 +1] 430 5 334 FIETTAT & 368 78 52| 186
+20 +25| +40 19 3,458 +6 +6 11 1,634 76 90 91
East North Central....... -3 +12| 427 20 3,822 +13 ~3 2 3,113 96 82 110
West North Central,... -8 +9| +21 4 383 1| (x) (x) (x) (x) {x} (x) {x)
South Atlanbice..... -3 +12] 432 7 799 i (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x)
South Central +1|  +43] +9 4 656 |} (x) {x) 3] {x) (x) (x) (x)
Pacific... 14| 27 27 6] 1,50 || +24| 44 5 2,064 || 162 | 147 | 198
PetrOleWRe e aeaceosssscanusoncsenesoncssranes 0 +11) 412 29 5,112 +26 +7 28 5,739 113 89 117
Shoesend other fOOtWEAT e secsneerrasonsasanes +4 +20{ 422 38 36,579 +47 +1 33 78,402 217 155 257
TobacCo ProdUCtSesesereancrconnssoironnn .. +2 +9 +5 279 47,319 +7 +6 169 18,438 57 55 59
New Englande...... .o - +2 +11 0 24 3,331 +12 -1 14 704 51 46 58
Middle Atlentice....ceeevas . +2 +10 +5 59 15,854 +11 +17 37 8,019 66 61 62
East North Central.. E 0 +7 +5 66 8,434 0 =3 38 2,638 54 53 59
West North Central.. - +7 ! +5 43 6,172 +5 +5 27 2,356 57 60 57
South Atlantics.secscscncrsensornraracens 46 +16 +7 26 5,669 48 ~4 22 2,433 49 48 60
. Bast South Central,... . +7 +10 +8 11 1,614 -3 +3 6 557 43 46 46
West South Central.... . +2 +8 0 24 2,309 +19 +9 9 &7 41 35 43
MOUNt8iNa s s enesscsnssnses - -1 ol +11 10 996 -14 +2 9 684 70 80 68
Pacifice..s.. Ceverearerervessinisannay ~3 +11 +6 16} 2,940 +2 =15 7 570 44 bde 57
Wines and spiritst. -28 +9 0 288 81,403 +6 +1 2331 115,159 180 129 194
New Englanda... 226 5| 5 25 %,970 8 -0 17 3,935 || 125 | 105 | 14%
Middle Atlantiec. 30 +9 +2 55| ~ 28,631 +7 +6 49 39,069 182 127 187
East North Central 19 +12 +5 42 10,690 +1 +2 30 13,540 149 124 164
West North Central ~49 +12| =14 28 5,243 +2 +1 23 8,156 239 129 258
South Atlantic.. ~17] - 42 +2 4L 9,728 +1 -3 38 13,706 148 122 156
East South Central.. -11 +6 -2 : 16 2,579 +12 +17 13 4,311 202 158 184
West South Central... -26 +10 -6 38 7,556 -7 +1 33 13,077 188 149 205
Mountaine..oeeescuas ~14 +18 +2 7 1,632 -18 g 6 1,389 95 100 122
PACIfiCyereecererancsvincncnaeresnrsaian ~-28 +9 ~3 36 10,374 +31 -5 24 17,976 54 134 307
MIBCELLANEOUS, convensnarsonsaonssrassnssnnens +e +20| +17 37 7,494 #2231 413 27 6,816 130 108 145

x Insufficient data ‘o show separately.

1 stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales {including any direct shipments end consignment
business) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales.

2 Tnc¢ludes reports received too late for inelusion in previous monthly trends,

3 Not affiliated with voluntery or cooperative groups.

4 Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called “"license" States which do not have State control or monopoly distribution
at the wholesale level.

Note: The United States total and totals for some ‘trades inelude a number of establishments not assigned io a geographic division.

States comprising geographic divisions:

_New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., B.I., Vt. South Atlantic - (Del,,.D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., S.C., va., W.Va.)

middle Atlantic - (N.J., N.Y., Pa.) East South Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)

Eaat North Central - (Ill., Ind., Mich., Ohio., Wis.) West South Central - {Ark., La., Okla., Texag)

West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Mimn., Mo.,.Nebr.) Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont,, Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
N. Dek., S. Dak.) Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)

South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined.
22948
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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted
to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,184 wholesale establishments in various lines
of business, ‘

SALES )

September sales of wholesalers were off slightly (1%) from the level of the previous month and de-
creased 6 percent below sales a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first nine months of 1951 were 9 per-
cent ahead of the first three quarters of 1950, : ) . :

Regionally, declines of 1 to 3 percent below August sales were experienced in all but two geographic
divisions-~the Middle Atlantic, which reflected a gain of 5 percent, and the South Atlantic, which showed
practically no change from the previous month. Although all divisions reported decreased sales 3 to 14 per-
cent below September a year ago, nine-month sales for all regions were up 2 to 12 percent over the first
three quarters of 1950, i .

Most trades covered in this survey indicated sales lower than a month earlier and also below Sep-
tember of last year. The heaviest seasonal decrease, 25 percent, was experienced by the beer trade, while
compared with a year ago, furniture and house furnishings showed the largest drop, 35 percent, However,
only three trades--appliances and specialties (~8%), furniture and house furnishings (-8%) and wines and

spirits (-1%), reflected sales during the first three quarters of 1951 below those in the comparable period .
of 1950,

INVENTORIES '

Wholesalers’ inventories, which increased steadily from August 1950 through June 1951, registered
the third successive month-to-month decrease by dropping slightly (1%) below the August level. However,
the dollar value of stocks on hand at the end of September was up 33 percent over the same month a year
ago, Most regions showed small declines below the previous month, but all geographic divisions indicated
substantially higher inventories than a year ago. Only one trade--meats and meat products (-2%) reported
stocks on hand below the September 1950 level. According to the reports of 3,218 establishments submitting
inventories in conjunction with sales, the September stock-sales ratio of 178 was the same as that for a
month earlier, but 52 points higher than September 1950,

RETAIL .

September sales of independent retail stores, as presented in the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Re-

port, were up slightly (1%) over the previous month, but 9 percent lower than sales a year ago.

TRENDS IN WHOLESALERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES

(Service and Limited Function Wholesalers Only)
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SEPTEMBER 1951

(Daf,a are shown by geographic division, wher.e possible without disclosure of individual operations)

WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

See footnotes at end of table.
FEXI

. Sales Inventory, end—of—mont); {at cost) s tock—sa;:es
. Percent change September 1951 panel | Percent change| September 1951 panel ratios .
Ceographic division ]
and Sept.|Sept. | 5 mos. | Number of Sept. | Sept. | Number of}
kind of business 1951 | 1951 | 1951 | estab- Rgp‘;ﬁe" 1951 | 1951 estab- | RSPOTted
from { frem} from | lishments vgluel: from | from lishments| og:lar :SL;I;t- Sep 3 Aug.
Sept.| Aug. | 9 mos. | report- (add 080) Sept.] Aug. report- ;/a nes 1195 1951
1950 | 1951 | 19502 ing 1950 | 1951 ing | (add 000)
United States, B0tale.u.eereensreer.. . -67] -1 +9 4,184 | $820,288) 433 -1 3,218 $51,186,366 || 178 | 126 178
New ENgland...ee.eesen. et eeerm e e as -9 -2 +8 233 34,524f - 445 0 173 45,521 || 172 | 106 7L
#iddle Atlantie... . . -5 +5 +8 784 164,035 +33 0 559 188,867 {| 160 114 160
East North Central... . -3 -1 +12 827 150,795 +35 +2 656 195,328 || 152 110 151
West North Central... . ~14 -3 +2 460 99,045 +24 =3 367 172,068 || 208 141 208
South Atlantic..... » -4 0 +2 531 92,567 +36 -2 416 129,366 || 167 119 173
Fast South Central. . -6 -3 +5 208 34,357 +33 ~b 157 48,501 168 120 172
.West South Central. . b -3 +6 385 71,434 +23 -1 305 111,013 {| 184 145 182
Mountain.......... . -7 -1 +9 165 26,469 +29 -2 140 39,752 | 169 122 171
. -3 -3 411 541 109,966 +41 +1 395 164,299 || 199 133 192
. =11 4 +13 289 20,802 +25 Q0 178 4 33 247 197 251
New England...... . -18 ~17 +10 8 558{] (x) {x) (x} \ny (x) x) {x}
NMiddle Atlantic . =5 +1 +18 44 1,292 +27 -1 40 2,775 {i 245 186 254
Tast North Central. - -5 -4 +13 65 4,318 +30 +1 T 52 6,587 {| 236 186 247
West North Central. . -8 . +7 +14 46 5,631 +13 -3 22 3,001 || 220 190 246
South Atlantic... . =21 ~14 +12 18 3,004 +11 0 9 999 || 285 256 2T
South Central. . -27 -19 +6 14 2,196 +13 +3 .8 1,053 | 233 191 213
Mountein, ... . +25 +10 +3 20 685 +801 -1 16 1,116 | 232 169 258
PacifiC..cvvirnienssnnennsinssnannas -6 -1 +21 74 3,118 +23 0 28 3,519 | 305 229 261
Electrical group, t0tale.e.vivceresrsaivenns -8 +14 +10 682 163,089{ +118 -3 613 281,346 | 187 80 215
Full-line wholesalers..... ceearsssarens =3 +12 +13 433 124,004 +134] =3 426 241,021 || 196 82 226
New England........ . ~12 +12 +10 32 7,426]] #167 =3 32 16,650 [| 224 T4 258
Middle Atlantic.... . +7 +22 +17 $62 20,289]] +168 -5 60 42,236 || 212 85 273
East North Central.. . +8 +14 +23 84 28,706)[ 4124 +4 83 48,961 1 171 83 188
West ‘North Central. - -14 +9 +5 4 10,264]| +136 =5 [ 22,5291 219 80 250
South Atlantic... -5 +11 +13 % 63 17,420]] +122 -4 61 31,937 1| 189 g1 220
Tast South Central. -7 43 -2 27 5,405 +109 -8 26 9,713 )| 184 82 207
West :South Central., ~10 -1 +2 48 11,026)] 4115 -1 48 24,735 || 224 94 225
Mountain....... ... -19 +5 +8 20 4,127{ +118 -10 20 8,190 j| 199 4 233
Pacificeiscenisiecenans wdy +12- +15 53 19,351f) +134 bk 52 36,070 || 188 77 219
Wiring supplies, construction materials
distributors. . +4 -4 +29 132 11,190 +41 +1 26 12,080 140 103 133
¥ew England. . +7 -3 +43 13 711 +40)] +11 4 2934 234 173 196
Middle Atlentic... . +15 -5 +36 32 1,386 +33] -2 23 2,001 164 142 158
« East North Central . +11 -6 +39 32 3,907 +43 +1 25 3,887 || 128 99 121
West North Central . -20 -3 +6 8 923 +28 o 5 801 i 186 108 165
© South Atlantie... . ~14 -19 +17 15 1,615 +47 -1 12 1,803 1 123 72 100
South Central . +30 +18 +39 10 1,348 +38 +2 8 1,408 § 116 112 137
Mourttain, . ... PR . +15 +11 +6 5 410l (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) (x)
PacifiC.. o ecenratiiersincininescsiocens -7 +8 +30 17 890] +3 +3 16 1,553 176 17 183
Appliances and specialties wholesalers.... -27 +41 -8 117 27,895 +61 -3 91 28,245 | 147 63 184
New Englande.oeessemvoosecrorvessnccnans -31 +34 +1 13 1,698 -8 11 1,569 105 39 160
Middle Atlantic.. veves ~26 +65 -6 25 11,656 -5 12 7,062 { 177 60 188
East North Central . ~34 +36 -10 20 3,312 +8 15 4,324 | 140 55 182
West North Central.. . ~23 +13 ~4 © 45 1,533 -3 13 4,144 278 154 327
South Atlantic. s -19 +42 -12 18 4,018 -7 17 4,153 1 115 59 179
South Central.. -31 ~3 -19 10 1,566 +4 8 2,499 |l 163 77 152
Mountain.... ~25 +26 +2 ) 978] =31 - 6 1,380 |} 141 70 184
Pacific....evvness -28 +27 -2 10 3,134)F 483 -9 9 3,114 §} 102 40 142
Furniture and house furnishings............. =35 +2 -8 86 13,995 +42) -8 67 26,830 || 224 98 244
Middle Atlantic...v.veene =29 +6 -14 16 2,341 +6§} -13 12 4,972 281 121 336
East North Cemtral.. w42 +2 -10 9 -8 7 4,189 i 254 91 281
West North Central.. aee ~50 1, +1 =14 13 w5 13 5,535 {1 291 102 309
South Atlantic.... e =13 49 <12 11 (x) (x) {x} {x) {x) (x)
South Central.. <36 +4 -7 15 -7 15 3,821 201 92 224
Mountain... =27 ~4 =3 7 -1 5 1,675 221 116 209
PReifIC. e vnrennan =30 -4 +2 12 -~10 10 4,996 1 158 81 168
Hardware. . cieeeerionaos Crsrressescrnaetaren ~13 -3 +12 167 -3 138 135,883 1| 250 158 250
New England.... [¢] +12 +14 4 0 4 1,025 || 277 206 269
Middle Atlantic... -10 +3 +19 38 -2 30 14,616 || 187 133 195
East North Central.... -9 +1 +10 26 -4 25 28,598 i| 230 161 241
Wegt North Central....... -19 -7 +8 19 -4 18 27,5751 280 170 275
South Atlantic...... -11 -2 +9 25 -1 21 14,114 || 268 164 263
Eash South Central -12 -8 +5 13 -5 1 9,975 || 248 143 241
West South Centrdl ~14 =1 +6 15 -3 9 8,517 || 261 177 272
Mountaine...... -20 -3 +9 8 -4 5 3,259 || 298 182 302
Pacific...eov.t ~14 -8 +21 1 -3 15 28,204 || 275 153 260
Industrial supplies..... . 43 =5 440 85 =3 6. 14,927 1] 199 158 |
Hew England,........ +4 by +4dy ] +1 5 378 303 347
Middle Atlantic..... +8 +2 +52 22 ~4 i5 185 141 174
Fast North Central....... +61 ~13 42 9 =3 7 178 ( 181 178
West North Central....... . 43 -6 433 7 -2 5 217 | 14911193
South Atlantic...... 0 -4 +27 11 +3 10 1209 @23 i {194!
South Central..... -2 ] +32 2 -6 15 1188 |1 ! 1119
PACITiCas s eeenssaessresssesnsaansnsance +19 ~14 +73 6 +2 Al {211 189 i
Jewelry....... =15 +20 +7 155 Crad]i - 8s 263 1 ;178 309
New England.... 71 30 + 3 =) [€3] (x) ) {x)
Middle Atlantic..... =11 +22 +12 50 -6 pL] 230 172 306
East North Central.. -21 +17 +2 38 0 23 272 175 37
Wes}i North Central.. =19 +11 +5 7 -6 12 309 175 343
-4 + +9 7 -4 4 240 61 262
o +23 +10 5 0 41 250 237 308
~16 +31 +10 29 +19 19 275 184 304

e
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Sales Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) Stock_sales
g 1
A Percent change September 1951 panel [Percent change | September 1951 panel ratios
! Geographéc division o Noene. 1o ot " . . . :
an Sept. ept. noS, lumber of Sept. { Sept. Number o
. Reported Reported
kind of buslness %251 %951 %351 1§sg|::r-1ts dollar %951 }z;]]; l:s:;g;ta dollar |sept.| Sept.| Aug.
sept. | aug. | 9 mos. | reperte- | values f Zfom | T Jenoeia] walues 1951 | 1950 | 1951
epL. | Aug. o8 Port~ 1(add 000) pt. | Aug. P (add 000)
1950 | 1951 1950 ing 1950 | 1951 ing
Lumber end building materials................ =14 -10 +6 78 $14,273 +37 =2 54 | $14,202 138 % 129
Middle Atlantic.ccioervunecas +2[; -10 +11g ig ;,Zg% +éé 45 3 1,02.;7 1/3':1[ ég 1?;
East North Central...... - -11 + » + 1,3
West North Central. 41| 15 -13 6 602f (x) (x) (x) (x)’ x| @] @&
South Atlantie. -20 -9 +7 11 1,826 +41 0 9 1,485 174 102 155
South Central. -43 -28 +1 5 7764 {x} (x) (€3] (x) {x) {x) (x)
Mountain...: -11 ~6 +10 7 2,564 +46 +4 6 3,832 162 104 153
Pacil‘ic.......................- reeeraven =17 -7 +13 9 1,506 +28 0 7 2,255 183 112 166
Machinery eguipment, supplies (exdept .
neshil I T R B R e S S B
New Engleand.. - - + + + 3
Middle Atlantic.... +10 ~18 +57 8 1,328 +28 ~2 5 1,927 158 137 131
East North Central. +17 -7 +36 11 1 ,331 +45 +6 8 2,022 225 124 173
South Atlantic... =15 +5 +12 7 35 +39 -5 5 2,253 297 185 333
South Central +108 ~1 +30 6 3,494 +26 +8 5 5,172 150 250 136
Pacific..... +23 ~13 +58 7 1,016 +11 +3 4 1,288 289 336 219
MetalS..eerersnmranenns veeseissieseavanraenss -6 =3 +25 4y 13,241 +14 +4 39 16,197 126 103 118
Paints and varnishes.......iveecvcennsansanss -3 -1 +23 53 6,887 +13 -1 47 18,364 273 235 274
Plumbing and heating supplies.... .6 +2 +20 130 19,764 +32 -5 106 30,356 174 126 189
New England..oceceacvereens -20 +2 ~5 7 391l (x) {x) x) {x) x) [€3) (x)
Middle Atlantic.. -6 -3 +17 32 2,664 +38 -3 24 4,110 181 124 184
East North Central . -11 +6 +8 12 1,479 +68 -1 , 10 3,074 242 1. 126 258
West North Central . -23 3 +1 13 1,674 +47 -7 i1 3,130 197 104 219
South Atlantie... . -2 +2 +26 38 8,728 +28 -8 38 13,803 158 121 174
Eest South Central.. . +10 +7 +39 11 2,416 +23 o 9 3,540 161 145 173
X5 ¥ 1 X T -15 -7 +38 5 1,146) (x) (x) } () {x) (x) {x) (x)
Refrigeration equipment, parts
{commereial)sesestvanasersrenesnaconninnnes -5 -8 +3 76 2,279 +17 ~2 68 5,299 273 219 257
Middle Atlantic..... =16 =5 =14 15 ~6 12 1,204 212 156 210
East North Central,. -25 ~14 -2 18 +1 18 9205 450 286 386
South Atlantic... =7 ~7 +10 21 [¢) 20 1,378 246 200 220
o2 e B i £ -2 -10 +10 15 -3 13 1,036 381 284 354
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies....... +2 -6 +28 33 e] 28 6,313 141 112 -133
Middle Atlantic..... . 4 3 +23 7 -4 5 700 103 o1 101
East North Central,. . +3 -1 +35 9 v 8 2,653 135 97 130
South Atlantic.,.... . +21 +1 +27 6 -2 5 T 956 131 139 134
West South Centrale..eeciasosecesssacsass +e ~10 +22 4 -2 4 511 105 84 | 96
| O of -25 +6 40 +5 35 863 52l 5 37
Middle Atlantie.. 0 ~36 +5 8 =20 7 81 20 22 16
Eaat North Centra. -3 =25 +3 i3 ( ;2 (0 1 ( )250 (4‘)9 (42)3 ( )38
¢] -26 -1 4 X, X, X b4 X X
+8 -19 +11 5 +23 4 205 59 71 39
~10 -22 +8 5 +12 4 216 86 70 61
Chemicels, Industrial...ccescerannuscanivnres ~10 =1 +27 3 +3 8 31,615 72 48 71
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)...... ~19 -9 +3 26 -8 17 4,178 139 110 15
o Y -6 +3 +17 20 42 » 18 6,233 159 141 161
Confectionery..covvnsnes . +1 ~3 +8 42 14 24 872 100 93 92
tiddle Atlantic... . -1 -4 +11 8 +5 4 161 78 75 71
Fast North Central.. . -1 -12 45 5 {x) {x) {x) (x} (x) {x)
South Atlantic...... . +5 +5 +7 12 +5 7 “234 116 120 116
South Central,.c.cvvrinnaeeiennnsnnennass 43 +2 +12 11 +6 6 226 1 96 100
v
pairy and poultry products... +4] -6 +15 21 0 14 3,243 60 1* 62 51
Drugs and sundriea (liquor excluded)......... ] wdy +13 199 +4 160 93,716 204 176 188
New England.ccecearecocansnassacene . 0 0 +13 13 + 11 4,183 187 166 179
Middle Atlantic,... . -1 +1 +11 27 +4 19 11,053 ‘176 158 170
East North Central.. B 4} -5 +16 28 T 46 21 14,170 184 152 166
West North Central.. . -4 -4 +10 19 +1 17 - 9,687 185 158 174
South Atlantic...... . +5 -2 +13 32 +4 24 11,163 203 180 194
East South Cenftral.... . -2 ~6 +11 15 +4 12 6,169 220 188 198
VWest South Central.. . -1 -6 . 412 3 +2 26 15,788 238 210 218
Mountain. ceveeesnans . +3 -9 +14 iz +4 10 4,661 240 209 210
PacifiC. s riirccistiniinisiiareranssennen +1 =7 +17 22 +4 20 16,842 223 188 199
Dry goodss. s . -20 10 +2 174 =10 142 81,908 212 144 208
New-England.. . -28 -5 [} 8 4 8 1,208 165 77 164
Middle Atlantic..... . -26 -5 +8 48 o 35 12,913 251 139 218
East North Central.. . ~21 -1 ~7 L15 ~15 135 7,279 145 109 170
West North Central . -22 -15 T 42 20 ~14 19 34,950 231 162 227
South Atlantic.. . -15 ~9 +5 24 -13 20 8,665 177 124 181
East South Centra. . -5 +4 +1 Y4 -9 8 2,871 185 148 220
West South Central.. . =21 «21 -4 15 -4 15 5,613 172 136 157
Mountain............ . -5 ~10 +10 6 T -6 5 1,508 282 213 261
DT o L ~9 -4 [+ 24 +9 17 6,901 303 173 261
Farm supplies.... -3 -12 +13 18‘ -6 8 700 46 52 52
Fresh fruits and vegeiables......cvsucrsocnss +1 —20 +1 66 -1 42 896 27 25 26
New England....coeesn. . -2 ~29 0 9 -3 8 61 24 17 19
Middle Atlantic,.. “ +3 -20 0 18 +12 9 185 31 34 23
East North Central . -18 26 0 13 +10 6 33 14 13 10
West North Central see 12 -34 +1 7 +9 7 176 30 29 18
South Atlantic...... “es +33 +5 +18 6 +9 4 36 14 20 13
East South Central,.. . -1 [ +8 5 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Pacil‘ic................................_..7 +17 ~15 +7 . 5 +9 4 146 15 16 12

See footnotes at end of table.
wd€
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WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
. SEPTEMBER 1951 .

(Data dre shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations}

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost? Stock-sales
1
Percent change September 1951 panelljPercent change|September 1951 panel] ratios
Geographic division -
and Sept.iSept. | 9 mos. |Number of Sept. | Sept. {Number of
¥ind of business 1951 |1951 | 1951 | estab- | REROTYEd ygsi” | 1951 [ estab- Reported
from |from from |lishments values from | from [lishments Oi ar ?ep t.) Sept.d Aug.
Sept. Aug. |9 mos.| report- Sept. | Aug. | report- vaiues 951 | 1950 | 1951
1950 11951 | 19502 | ing (add 000) W7g50" {1951 | ing (ead 000)
Groceries, t0balece.veenrannasssraassesn +1 =1 +4 848 $134,953 +2 434 - 676 | $144,169 143 138| 135
Nonaffiliated full-line wholesalers?.. 0 -3 +4 575 60,394 +2 +4 481 69,642 139 135, 131
New Englande. cesscerescnnnccsveraes =14 -2 -4 5 1,330 -2 -1 4 2,372 189" 163| 189
Middle Atlantic.. vaee -4 -9 ~1 20 1,900 -6 +1 11 1,942 159 1621 141
East North Central e - +1 +3 147 14,633 0 +7 137 17,689 134 128] 128
West North Centrales.ceesess B +5 =3 +4 64 6,850 =7 ~2 52 5,601 119 130 119
South AtlantiCe..vecadsnenss - +6 -3 +7 63 7,523 +9 +2 39 8,714 142 140} 133
East South Central . -1 -6 +4 43 4,785 -2 by 33 4,453 122 1221 120
West South Central.. . +3 -2 +6 113 13,336 +2 0 91 14,976 145 145| 141
Mountain..... . -3 -6 +5 24 2,354 +4 "0 21 3,137 144 134 134
Pacific...... . +1 -6 +4 S6 7,683 +13 +14 93 10,758 148" 1314 ~.122
Voluntary-group wholesalers.eeeecesess +1 -1 +4 163 51,070 +2 +3 123 52,043 145 138] 139
New Englond..ceserccoscrsvsocas . +1 -11 +3 100 2,942 ~13 -2 8 1,804 113 146] 108
Middle Atlantic. . +3 -3 43 39 13,374 -6 +2 26 T 9,594 126 135] 115
East North Central... . +11 ~1 +10 39 10,673 -4 +4 33 8,905 116 135f 110
West North Central... . -15 +16 =6 33 11,343 +12 +5 33 20,840 200 140f 203
South Atlantic.... . « +10 -6 48 11 2,489 +3 +7 6 1,620 110 116] 100
PacifiCecceerorsuvescsscnseasnsnnans +4 -12 +11 18 5,279 +16 0 4 2,441 122 107] 103
Retailer-cooperative warehouses....... +13 +8 +10 21 9,560 +3 +7 15 5,961 132 138 126
Specialty lines wholesalerSe....eseaes =3 4 +o 89 13,929 +1 +2 57 16,523 152 150| 142
New Englands..eeceaseree +42 -2 +10 4 105 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)] (x)
Middle Atlantice.evaav.s +1 +7 +2 22 3,597 ~12 +4 15 3,284 106 122 110
Fast North Central.....e.es -12 ] ~3 10 729 -6 +5 4 179 65 66 61
South Atlantic... +8 -1 +12 21 1,965 +22 +5 13 2,081 133 122 125
Bast South Central. ol 47 +8| 6 589 (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)| {x)
West South Central. -3 +3 +7, 4 282 (x) (x) (x) (x) (%) ()] (x)
Mountain. coesvees +14 +27 +30 4 683 (x) {(x) {x) (x) (x) (x)f {x)
PACifiCesuicncrncsrororersasnncvaonss -9 =15 +1 15 5,815 +) .+l 12 9,633 216 192] 179
Leather and shoe findings....cese.. .. +3 +16 +6) 28 616 +9 b 16 1,181 343 315] - 406
Middle Atlantice...... . +2 +13 +6) 6 . 45 (x) (x) {x) {x) {x) (x)] (x)
Fast North Central.... . -11 +13 +2, 4 76 {x} (x) (x) (x) (x) (2} (x)
Vest North Central.... . -7 +6 b 5 .75 (x} (x) (x} (x) {x) (%) (%)
PACITiC.cssaromsenisnvonnss . +14 +22 12! 7 349 (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x)] (x)
Meats and meat productsec.i.eascesiavecse 24 =12 +20 40 24,677 =2 -9 35 7.7 39 43 39
Middle Atlantic.... . +11 -9 +20 10 4y4dl +6 -8 10 2,096 47 49 &7
Fast N&rth Central. ceeas . -2 -14 +19 13 9,497 -18 ~13 12 3,225 36 43 35
PacifiCecsrscsnncrencsens sens +14 -17 +30 5 4,834 +25 +5 4 928 34 36 29
Paper and 1ts products....ocvcerereocaen =1 =12 +26 65 9,752 +21 +3 40 8,692 126 105 109
New Englande...soese -8 -18 +25] 5 273 +10] = ~1 4 365 217 188 178
Middle Atlantic..... +4 -14 +36| 20 3,024 +18 +6 12 1,766 90 85 76
East North Central.... -3 -6 +23 19 3,376 +14 +3 13 2,713 98 84 89
West North Central..... -2 -15 +18] 4 325 (x) (x) (x) (x} (x) (x)| (%)
South Atlantic...... - b -7 +28; 7 816 (x}| (%) [¢3] (x} {x) (x}} (%)
South Central.. -15 =28 +14] 4% 472 (x) )] . (x} {x) (x) (x)| (x)
CPacifife.eiiviorrrianarrnsrrenineean -4 -17 +22|° 6 1,466 +27 -3 5 2,270 191 138} 162
PetroleuMes s esrssoscosssna [ETTTRTEITN ~1 -6 +101 27 4,721 +38 +1 27 5,812 123 88l 114
Shoes and other foobwear..........ecenne +2 -5 +19] 35 34,195 +54 -2 30 76,395 225 1501 219
TObACCO PrOGUCLSesevmverssnsnvassrrecons -3 -10 4 279 41,313 9 -2 172 17,738 63 56 57
New England.. -1 -10 0 24 2,985 +12 +2 14 642 52 48 46
Middle Atlantie... =2 =11 +4 60 14,054 +17 -7 39 7,542 70 58| 66
East North Central.. =31  -10 +4 67 7,449 +2 +3 37 2,483 60 56 53
West North Central.. +1 =7 +5 43 5,304 +8 0 29 2,476 60 57) 57
South Atlantic.... +4 «12 +6) 24 4,847 +7 +1 20 - 2,345 56 53 49
East South Central. 41 14 +7] 14 1,606 4] +5 9 676 51 51 42
West South Central o] -8 0 25 2,186 +11 0 10 586 52 a7 46
Mountain...svees +7 -5 +11] 8 813 -10 +2 7 617 Vil 91| 72
PRCIfICesrsvecnrsasspiscssannicrasas -6 -12 +5 14 2,069 -10 - -2 7 37 58 56 50
Wines and spiritste.cesiseiserancancanas -3 16 -1 292 87,536 +8 +10 238 132,616 198
-12 -8 +2 25 5,049 +2 +103 16 5,313 171
Middle Atlantie.... -6 +13 +1 49 30,907 +12 +13 43 42,801 201
East North Central... -5 +4 45 10,271 +19 +20 34 16,806 189
West North Central. -14 +1 ~15] 35 6,424 =3 +2 31 10,942 221¢
South Atlantic.. +6 +2 +2 43 11,027 +2 +6 41 16,182 160
Fast South Central.... 0 +1 2 14 2,416 +20 -1 12 3,995 195
West South Central.... -2 +13 -6 30 7,475 ~12 +10 264 12,651 184
Mountain..veseseres 0 -5 +1 9 1,773 <11 411 9 2,132 120
PACIfiC.ceccanncsrnanaonarsneonscnse +15 +2 -2 42 12,194 +21 +5 28 21,794 274 251 258
MiSeellAneOtuSs e essoens crcocenavaseasness -11 ~17 +14] 37 6,686 +31 +5 26 7,117 183 112 130

x Insufficient data to show separately. . .

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales {including any direct shipments and consignment
business) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales.

2 jncludes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

3 Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

% Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" States which do not have State control or monopoly distri-
bution at the wholesale level. . .

Note: The United States total and totals for some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.

States comprising geographic divisions:

New England - {Conn., Maine, Mass,, N.H., R.I., Vt.) South Atlantic - (Del., D.C., Fla., Ga., Md.,N.C., S.C., Va., W.Va.)

Middle Atlantic - (N.J., N.Y., Pa.) Fast South Central ~ (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.) .

Fest North Central - (I11., Ind., Mich., Ohlo, Wig.) West South Central - (Ark., la., Okla., Texas) .

West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr.) Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
N. pak., S. Dak.) Pacific - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.) ~

South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined.
2381/




[ H

WONTHLY ‘ - |  U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

_ . ..o Charles Sawyer, Secrefary L
6 i) : 1t ST vBUREAU OF THE CENSUS
‘BB - Roy V. Peel, Direétoﬁrv .

REPORT : ' - FOR RELEASE
, DECEMBER. @ 1951

OCTOBER 195]

Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential reports submlt—
ted to the Bureau of the Ceénsus from all parts of the country by 4,098 wholesale estabhshments in’ various
lines of business.

SALES

October dollar sales of wholesalers ]umped 14 percent over the level of the previous month ‘and show-
ed an 8 percent increase above a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first ten months of 1951:were 9 per-
cent ahead of the corresponding period of last year.

All geographic divisions reflected increased sales over September varying from 10 percent in the
East and West South Central divisions to 21 percent in the Middle Atlantic region. While the West North
Central division showed practically no change from October 1950, all other regions reported sales gains of
T to 13 percent above a year ago, Cumulative 1951 sales in all areas were 2 to12 percent hlgher than inthe
same period of 1950,

Of the 37 kinds of business covered in this report, only four reported sales decreases below the per-
vious month--clothing and furnishings (1%), leather and shoe findings (2%), meat and meat products (3%
-and shoes and other footwear (16%). The wines and spirits trade, which indicated the principal increase,
63 percent, over the previous month, also led all trades with the largest gain, 48 percent, over sales a year
ago, While 10 trades indicated lower sales than in October 1950, only two—furniture and house furnishings

(-9%) and electrical appliances and specialties (- 10%)—-showed sales in the ten-month period below those
in the comparable period of 1950,

INVENTORIES

Inventories (at cost) of wholesalers on October 31 dropped slightly (1%) below the September level for

. the fourth successive month-to-month decrease, However, stocks were still up, 24 percent, over the stock

level a year ago. Regionally, small declines below September 30 stocks weére reported by most divisions,
but all regions showed inventories higher than the October 31, 1950 levels. According to the reports of
3,171 establishments submitting inventories in conjunction Wlth sales, the October stock-sales ratio of 154
was 24 points below September, but 21 points higher than a year ago.
RETAIL

October sales of independent retail stores, as presented in the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report
were up 8 percent over the previous month and 3 percent above October 1950 sales.

TRENDS IN WH’O‘E.ESA[ERS’ SALES AND INVENTORIES
(Servuce and Limited Function Wholesaiers Only)
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND :INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISON

{Data are shown by geogiﬁaphic division, where possible without disclésure of individual operdtions)

| Sales

H

Inventory, end-of-month {at cost)

Stock-sales i

See fuctnotles at end of table.

P

T ratios?
. Percent change October 1951 panel |Percent change | October 1951 panel fos,
Geograpl;ril; division Oct. | Oct. {10 mos. [Number of Reported Oct. | Oect. Humber of Hei)orted
kind of business 1951 1951 1951 | estab- dollar 1951 | 1951 estab- dollar [Oct, [Oet Sept
from | from from jlishments values | from | from lishmeénts values W19 5i 1956 1o 4 1
& Oct, | Sept. {10 mos, | report- (add 000) Oct. | Sept. report- (add 000 ’
1950 [ 1951 | 19502 ing a 1950 | 1951 ing @ )
United States, tot&8leseeevnrninras rene +8 +14 +9 4,008] $904,723 +24 -1 3,1711$1,133,742 | 154 133 178
New England....cocennneness +9 +18 +8 232 42,748 +38 -1 170 43,861} 149 115 177
Middle Atlantie... cees +9 +21 +8 7571 186,871 +25 -1 548 177,817) 125 112 156
East North Centrala.,.... +7 +16 +12 8191 170,111 +22 -2 666f - 192,228} 131 113 154
West North Central.. ceen 0] +12 #2 4631 108,611 +15 -4 377 162,348 179 153 206
South Atlantice..... e +7 +11 +9 511 99,709 +26 0 400 123,376 148 125 165
East South Central.. . +9 +10 +5 201 36,278 +21 -1 149 45,4011 151 137 168
West South Central . +10} . +10 +6 377 69,374 +19 +1 296 98,6611 176 159 188
Mountaineieseasses e +71 +12 +8 169 30,285 +23 +1 137 40,591y 155 137 172
Pacificec iiiiiiienrannnansannnans aerraraaen +13 +19 +11 5191 126,243 +27 -1 378 159,471 167 143 202
Automotive supplieses.c.... . +6 *13 +12 334 22,417 +16 +3 228 23.746] 230 212 251
New England... . +2 +15 +9 12 639 +8 0 7 454 226 225 273
Middle Atlantic. . . 4 +16 +16 47 1,395 +23 +2 44 2,756) 217 181 245
East North Central. . +5 +14 +12 67 4,658 +24 +5 57 €,771j 230 194 244
West North Central. . +5 +7 +13 74 6,249 +5 +4 51 6,678 238 253 243
South Atlantic..... . +5 +15 +11 21 3,501 +10 +2 13 1,148) 245 257 277
. +17[ 426 +7 14 1;505 +31 -1 12 1,611y 198 175 242
. +24 | 417 +6. 26 1,175 +19 AL 16 1,129{ 235 253 232
Pacificeiceescrenaaass . 46’ +16 +19 V&l 3,295 +19 +1 28 3,2014 234 199 297
Electrical group, totBlecv.ieveesvacconcocnces 0} +9 +9 662 173,375 +90 -5 391 261,121 162 a7 188
Full-line wholes8lerSsiesvisesavasiovansnns +71., 49 +12 426| 133,935 +103 =3 418 225,443 171 90 198
New Englande.ccaoesass seeene =3 +9 +9 31 7,901 +149 ~6 30 15,106] 207 85 238
Middle Atlantic,... erreee +11 +12 +17 64 22,537 " +134 -7 63 39,190( 176 84 212
East North Central.... .. *14- #2127 +22 83 31,855 +100 -4 82 47,2100 149 85 173
West North Central... “es -8 +9 +3 43 11,135 +106 ~5 43 21,265} 191 85 219
South Atlantic..... PR +7 +1 +12 63 17,557. +89 -5 61 30,295)1 178 101 189
East South Gentral..... aes +3 +13 -1 26 5,744 +87 -6 24 8,431j 152 86 182
West South. Central, S 0 0 +2 48 11,079 +89 -5 4B 23,594 213 ] 112 224
Mountaine.seciesene anels +13 +24 +9 20 5,121 +81 -3 20 7,955] 155 96 199
Pacifice.verieenecnnnnaninnsensnenes eee +8 +13 +14 48 21,006 +94 -7 47 32,397) 155 87 189
Wiring supplies, construction materials .
Aistributorseeeeececovannas . +9 +13 +27 124 10,248 +32 0 86 9,400) 124 102 142
New England... +9 +6 +38 13 768 +60 -5]" 4 260{ 182 107 201
Middle Atlantici...... +14 +11 +33 28 1,169 +23 +3 17 1,273 127 126 143
East North Central.... +7 +13 +35 30 3,119 +37 +2 24 3,356l 130 103 146
West Norih Central.... -2 +13 +4 7 856 +29 o 5 728) 183 146 199
South Atlantic....... +3 +28 +15 16 2,175 +30 -2 13 1,856 95 72 127
e +35 -2 +38 12 1,128 +28 -2 . 8 688l 107 110 99
4351 45 +9 5 451 (x) (x) (x) (x} {x) (x) {x)
+1 +14 +27 13 582 +21 +1 12 911 159 132 179
Appliances and specialties wholesalers. .ee 24 +5 =10 112 29,192 +37. 4 87 26,228‘ 122 69 3
New EDELADA 4 ¢t v vie s enionananns -13 +31 -1 12 2,182 +29 -11 10 1,339{ 69 48 102
-29 -2 -9 25 11,089 +47 -4 12 5,9134 124 60 170
=24 +22 ~11 17 3,704 +37 -5 13 3,659} 111 60 136.
-20 +19 -6 15 2,638 +19 ~6 13 4,4531 172 114 218
~23 -3 -13 15 3,749 +39 -6 14 3,634 111 63 112
=23 -6 =19 10 1,467 +21 -8 8 2,293] 160 102 163
-5 +12 ¢} [} 1,096 +41 -1 6| 1,363 124 84 141
-26 +1 -4} 12 3,267 +58 +5 11 3,624) 115 54 108
=211 +21 -9 86 16,810 +31 ~10 69 24,397 166 99 224
=131, +23 =5 5 924 +31 0 4] 1,274y 143 93 174
Middle. Atlantic. =24 +32 =15 15 3,002 +52 -10 12 4,464 189 a8 281
Eagt North Central. =34 +20 -13 8 2,168 w4l ~17¢} 6 3,279) 180 79 260
~30 +23 ~16 14 2,472 +34 -10 14] 5,106} 207 108 284
=3l +16 -11 11 1,113 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
~12 +18 =7 15 2,243 +32 -9 15 3,5061 156 104 202
<14 +8 ~4 6 950 +19 -1 5 1,655} 196 136 221
=141 +18 0 12 3,938 +15 =12 10 4,379)| 118 88 158
. ~4 +19 +10 166 73,623 +27 =3 139 132,8431 208 157 2635
New England.... . +20 +36 +15 5 908 +26 +8 4 1,976) 277 258 358
Middle Atlantic,... cenee +5 +29 +18 34 10,997 {f © +21 0 28] 14,4281 146 126 189
East North Central. B ~17 +20 +6 24 14,250 +24 -5 24 26,075] 183 122 284
West North Central. b +20 +6{ 18 13;422 +27 4 17| 25,808] 229 170 284
South Atlantice...es.. . +10 +22 +9 25 7,195 +26 -3 21, 13,7234 212 186 268
East South Central....... +5 +11 +5 15 4,560 +38 +1 13 9,108} 227 173 249
+2{ 410 +6, 14 _5,266 +23 -3 8| 7,761 245 209 272
«12} 46 +6 10 2,492 +24 4 7l 3,249} 283 202 302
4 +14 +18 21 14,533 +30 -2 17 30,705 238 175 280
+4 +2 +35 82 10,708 +29 £ 59 15,5098 202 160 197
+17 +24 +41] 7 bbby +17 -1 6 1,063} 300 301 391
Middle Atl&ntic. .. . +15 +13 +477 i8 1,949 +31 +1 1L 1,929 .157: 143 189
East Rorth Central.. . +9 +22 +37 9. 1,669, +25 +2 ki 1,451 152 139 178
West North Central. ‘e +6 -3 +30, 6 706 +63 +8 4 911y 203 116 199
South Atlantic..... +1 +10 +24 11 1,157 +34 0 104 2,136j .188 142 209
South Central.... =71 -10 +27 241 3,818 +28 +2 15 6,279)| .238| 160 188
PacifiCe.vernciiresronsn +26 -5 +68| 7 965 +23 0 6 1,740 192 202 181
B eene b =12 +17 +4 153 10,418 +14 =1 a7 16,819 225 169 267
New England... - -1 as +2 6 563 (x) (x) {x) {x) {x) (x) {x)
Middle Atlantic...... ~-19 +13 +7, 47 3,020 +3 -2 20] 3,888 215 160 “ 241
East North Central,. -18 +18 -2 40 2.468 +16 -1 25 4,72141 223 158 268
West North Central.. <71 +24 +3 16 1,398 +22 -5 11 2,321 240 179 318
South Atlantice..... -8l" 46 +6! 6 &4 +29 =11 4} 1,189 205 145 242
South Central.. -7 +26 -2 6, 226 =5 -9 5 471 219 214 303
Pacifice...... casaieessetnnaneen veeenen ~1 +24 +8 29 2.085 +20 +8 18] 3,879 241 192
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(Data are shown by geograpiu" division, where poseibleswithout disclosure of "individusl operations)
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Seles Inventory, end~of -month (at cost) Stock-sales
- e - - ratios!
Percent change October 1951 panel Percent change| QOctober 1951 panel
Geographic division P § 3 "
| Oet. fCet. 110 mos. Number of Reported Oct. Oct,  [Number of Reported
Xind of “business 1951 {1951 | 1951 estab- olla 2951 | 1951 estab- | S0V Hoer.] oct. | sept.
s frém |from from lighments from from lishments :
; values values 19511 1950 § 1951
Oct. |Sept. |10 mos. report= (add 000) Qct,; Sept. | report- (add COC)
1950 {1951 | 19502 ing 1950 { 1951 ing
Lunber and building materialsicceciarinndsien -6 +10 +4 .79 $15 533 +25 -1 56 $14,129]] 126 98 138
Middle Atlentic. +20 +13 +15 | 17 4,021 +17 -4 E} 1,046 35 39 41
+6 +16 +6 1 1,667 +45 -16 8 1,124 4 91 T2 131
-28 1 420 ~15 71 795 +17 -4 4 332 79 43 o0
-10 +7 +5 1y 1,954 +19 41 9 1,5020 161 110 174
-13 +25 -1 5 967 (x) (x} (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
-9 +1 +8 7 2,583 +45 +1 6 3,887} 165 113 162
-13 0 +8 9 1,512 +10 -2 7 2,221 184 141 183
Machinery equipment, supplies (except
electrical)e.iueiresrennencens teesaansaes cene +9 +6 +335 45 7,770 +23 +2 33 11,7781 186 152 191
New England...... [N 4 +18 +17 5 521 +32 +10 4 1,139 291 207 318
Middle Atlantic.... +18 +23 +51 9 1,941 +21 -1 6 2,237} 123 119 154
East North Central.... +42 +35 +37 8 1,261 +27 +2 % 1,491 165 | ~ 142 241
South Atlentice.cv.ieceans 25 +2 +7 6 773" +30 -5 4 1,970} 282 159 306
South Central -31] 30 +27 5 603 | (x) (x) (x} (x) )] ()1 ()
Pacific..... +44 +%0 . 456 8 1,308 +4 ] 5 1,303 230 268 251
Metals...iesuncaas saveseecerersesasaerananran +8 +22 +23 41 15,283 +18~ =1 36 15,1204 101 93 126
Paints and varnisheS........ sesuasrearsenene -7 +5 +19 51 7,218 +13 4 46 17,503 || 248 204 272
Plumbing and heating supplies.: . +1 +11 +18 134 22,279 +21 -4 111 29,351 it 149 126 173
New ENglanteseesecascosesasns 7| +i0 -6 3 390 )y | x)° x) (x) (x) (x) x)
Middle Atlantices..cuvnasns +3 +18 +15 34 3,295 +30 =2 26 4,291 11151 122 183
East North Central -8 +6 +7 15 1,796 +46 -8 13 3,016 151 122 221
West North Central.. ~10 +313 o 12 1,760 +37 -7 10 2,692 1 164 107 197
South ‘Atlantice... +6 +16, +23 38 10,101 +21 -3 38 13,367 132 116 158
East South Central +11 +1 +35 11 2,451 0 <12 9 3,1264| 141 159 161
Mourtaine.veeesenisans . -25 7 -9 4 406 0 +1 .4 . 75014 185 138 195
PaCIfiCersnnrasinrrconsnas PP PT I- N x +32 5 1,319 §f (x) (x) (x) x) x) | )] ()
Refrigeration equipment, parts .
(eommercial)eieeesserereersesreesernacsonns . +7 -0 +3 73 2,263 +7 =1 62 4,811} 265 261 264
. Middle Atlantic..... +11 +2 11 15 742 +3 0 12°].  1,2023221 241 212
East Rorth Central..,. -13 0 -41° 23 327 =4 0 18 921 j| 408 340 426
South Atlantice..csseseon -2 +3 +8 19 548 +8 -1 19 1,2881{235 | "214 246
Pacific......... tresessiaen sesereaennn e 0 +5 +9 9 250 I 430 +b 8 692 i| 380 267 349
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies....... -1 *13 +24 29 5,331 +22 -2 25 5,7991: 118 95 139
Middle Atlantic,.... ) +20) +20 6 886 +24 0 -5 6931 86 69 103
East North Central.... ~2 +15 +30 8 2,334 +31 -6 7 2,366} 108 80 134
West South Central..... -6 (] +18 4 505 {x) (x) {x) (x) {x) {x) (x)
BeeXe.savececsvasnnnan .. =1 +ia +5 38 1,768 =1 =5 33 7231 46 45 48
Middle Atlantic..... . -8 =3 +4 ER 394 “+15 +6 7 86il 22 18 2¢
East North Central.. . +2 +6 +g 13 565 +4 =3 12 2421t 45 44 49
West North Central . -7 = 2 4 99 (%) {x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Atlantie.... . 0 -3 +10 5 386 =24 -21 4 1621 48° 64 59
PECIfiCeuiccnrsaroccreinnsscnsocsnoannnes +1 +2 +7 4 244 (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) {x)
Chemicals, industriakiccesecsassosescsnssanae o +12 +23 14 3,118 +38 -2 -9 1,706l 65 49 73
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)......| ~14 -1 +1 23 3,249 +11 -6 15 2,823 1125 110 136
CoBlecenrncnns L Aesereacens +7 +20 +16 20 4,832 0 +2 17 6,267 |} 137 156 163
Confectionery.c.ccuecesnvacens cecrrencavanaase]| #14 +13 +9 40 1,435 +8 +4 22 8281 101 107 109
Middle Atlantic. . +20 +15 +12 8 . 434 -6 +3 4 166)1 69 83| . 78
East North Central .1 o420 +11 +6 4. 103 (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x)
South Atlantic.. aes +4 +5 1 +6 13 344 +3 8 304 {1126 126 125
South Central...... Wersssesnesnneas secnea +13 +14 +13 11 452 +21 +10 5 239 § 102 104 110
Dairy and poultry products..... treeerarens wes| #12 +9 +14 21 4,221 +37 +13 14 1,741 48 41 46
Drugs afd sundries (liquor exeluded)}. +11 +14 13 202 67,069 +10 +2 163 99,5901 183 184 204
New Englandecesseecesasoneseonsns +7 +13 +13 14 3,355 +7 +6 12 4,647 1173 185 187
Middle Atlantic..... +8 +15 +10 ~27 11,397 +7 +5 19 11,566 || 165 168 179
East ‘North Central.. +9 +15 +15 25 10,914 +12 +1, 19 13,821 161 157 185
West North Central.c...vveeranees +12 +13 +10 19 6,988 +5 +3 17 10,191 )} 169 179 185
South Atlentie,.. +11 +9 P13 32 7,881 +13 +2 24 11,433 |1%5 192 203
East South Central +6 +10 411 15 3,773 +9 -1 11 5,937 {1192 187 218
West South.Central,... +13 +12 +12 .32, 8,750 +9 +1 27 16,004 {i 218 225 241
Mountedne.ceessennass +13 +16 + 14 12 3,159 +13 0 10 5,999 {196 195 227
+15 +20 +i17 26 10,852 +15 +3 24 19,992 1| 185 184 217
=11 +2 4] 166 44,968 +2 -9 134 71,886 11 190 164 213
13 +11 -1 [ Tee? [ +21 ~14 6 77511116 84 149
Middle Atlantic.... -17 +10 #+5 &7 7,927 +13 ~9 34 11,454 || 203 148 251
East North Central. -18 -4 -3 16 4,969 ~9 ~11 16 6,6111 133 121 144
West North Central... =12 0 41 17 14,156 0 ~10 17 30,074 3i 212 186 235
South Atlantic..... -5 +8 B3] 21 5,186 +4 T -l4 16 6,623 ji 142 128 176
East South Central.......cceue.. +8 =10 33, 13 1,895 +7 - -11 8 2,548 192 197 186
West South Central +3 +2 -3 15 3,333 ~13 -} 15 5,574 || 167 198 172
g =5 +1 ‘+8 6 599 +15 -6 5 1,417} 265 208 -282
-11 -1 s =1 25 6, 236‘ +8 -8 17 6,810 |1 269 192 296
+14 +18 ‘+]3 K 20 3,326 +20 -5 10 956 49 54 59
o] %17 +7 +3 63 5,248 +6 +13 39 1,259 36 38 35
] #24 +25 1714 6 282 “+33 +18 5 521 29 23 33
] 415 +12 +2 16 1,462 +22 +23 8 “2241f 36 30 32
East North Central. «].+19 -2 +2 13 1,326 -22 +13 [} 36| 3 17 14
: Megt North-Ceniral... o] 425 +18 +3 7 688 +5 +39 7 24411 35 42 30
"S0UtH At1antiCe.cseesean.. o +21 o +19 7 396 || +10 +34 5 874 25 28 19
East South Central,...., o -3 +7 6 305 || (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (=)
PaCifiCiterscecsrnrcrnrnsnnnsscsarsnssces | +24 +5 +7 5 438 | (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

See footnotes at end of table.
AFFELE




Page 4 !
. WHOLESALmRS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEGGRAPHIC DIVISION
OCTOBER 1951 i

' . (Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without diselosure of individual operaticms)

i e e e s e e
: Stles : ; Inventory, end—o!'-mnnth {at cost) Si ock-snles
. ! -850
- 1
. ratios?
Geograph;tc aivision Percent change Oetober 1951 panel |iPercent change | October 1951 panel |
and : Oct. | Oct. [0 mos, |Numb Nusib
¥ind of business 1951 | 1951 1';(535 esi:’bft Reported gggi gg;i estﬁ;_Of Reported .
oo from| from from |lishments dollar from | from 1isbments| 9013ar | Oct, | Oet. | Sept,
Oct. | Sept. 110 mos.|  report- values Oct, | Sept. Teport~ valyes 1951} 1950 | 1951
2950|1951 [ 109502 | ng |24 000) | yo50 | 195y tng  |(edd 000) ‘
H6} 412 o5 835 | $148,188 4 4 6641 $151,421 | 133 | 158 144,
’+1§ +i$ 3": 565 65,102 -4 +5 473 72,855 .1 133 157 140
+. + N 7 1,619 -5 5 4 ;!
Middle Atlantic +15 +19 | 41 19 2: 663 -2 :9 ‘ 11 g:zgg izg iz; 122
5::: :g;tthh g:::’::l +i§ :2 +1; lgg 15,713 -11 +2 136 17,828 §l 127 163 133
.. + + : 6,379 -3 3 49 ‘
South ‘Atlantice..vue +16 +7 8 63 81 222 +4 :6 33 ";: ggg gg igg i;g
‘ East South Central.... +13 +11 +5 41 4,894 ~6] 411 3 4,605 | 120 145 120
West South Central +19 +8 +7 112 14,206 -3 +3 89 15,166 | 139 167 145
. Mou.ntaim +2 +6 1 +5 23 2,305 . -h +6 21 3,050 j} 143 152 144
+15 +19 +5 96 9,101 +6 +6 93 11,441 132 ] 143 - 149
Vo}]&\el:tggiirndoup WNOleSAleTSesesnassssssns -%Z +%§ 4-1; 1?(; 52,8342 -'6} LA 123 56,134 140 i67 148
ex En, tesseateareens . + + + Y ~71 - 410 9] 2,643 7)1 121 156 127
Middle Atlantic.,...... .o +161 - #15| +4 39 15,462, =10 +4 28 15:954 138 175 152
East North Central.... . +24 +12 +11 46 115094 91 . 6 30 . 7,721 || 122 165 323
West North Central.... . ~1 +h -6 32 10,621 ff © -5 -3 T 32 17,587 || 166 172 178
South -AtlantiCeeseevacecvencsces . +23 +15 +9 13 3,315 +7 +10 7 2,085 || 109 125 115
Pacific..............,.,......... . +22 +15 +12 12 5,249 ) +6 +13 4 2,749 § 115 127 122
Retailer—cooperative WATENOUSeSesesenvsvee +22 +6 +11. 201 10,176 -5 ~2 14 5,716 1§l 106 136 131
Spﬁcm%t:ylliges WhOLeSalerSeeesstersaners +;g ‘ +2g 6 83 18,073 1 . ;5 - +7 - sal azme 123 | 1| 1%
ew England..eeveeseecsscans . +. -1 +1 95 - (x x) x) {x) Ty )
Bagt North Gentied. S A ] e G T - A A
3 . . +: + - - +81. 193 59 7L . 65
g:::hsgﬁi:ng:;%;;i. ess . +§§ +]2.30 +l; 12 2,119 (+§1 ( )+8 ) 12t (2,)310 %31 (122 ( 132
S trai... . + + + 726 1 {x X x X x) x) x)
West South Central... O S ¥ 7 B V) +8 5 406 || © (x) (x). x} {1 ) (x) 1 (x) | (x)
PacifiCereecavenrsnecoons . +17 +41 +3 17 8,513 +3 +6 |- 14 10,387 | 151 172 208
Leather and shoe findingS...iccveciararaans +5 -2 5 29 636 +2 b 16 1,134 i 302 314 343
Middle Atlantic...... . +21 T 3% +6 6 AT T =) | ) g Ty {xy
. +8 -4 +2 6 1, 110 ||° £{x) (x) (x) (x}) (x) | {x) | «x)
e a2 A BB ] 8 8888
sreveernrnies reesraserasun +. - +: s {x X x X x x (x}
Meats and meat ProductSessvecesosscesccssre +14 =3 +19 38 23,234 +2 +9 B 33 8,222 46 51 40,
Middle Atlantice..... ceresescsiase +24 +7 +21 10 4,738 ||: +13 46 10 2,223 1471 52 47
Eas'f, l.{orth Central PR -3 <13 +17 13 8,293 -20 +7 - 12 3,435 45 53 36
PacifiCecessunansens cevaee 450 410 431 4 4545 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) |{x) {x)
Papeg ang i‘;s grod\mts. nesessavsrosssrannne +g i +1Z 424 61 - 10,697 +20 -2 39 8,614 i 110 96 133
ew Englandecevecenesss + +1i 423 | - 5 323 Iy +7 0 4 364 |l 203 201 217
Middle Atlantic. +9 +22 +33 7. 3,011 +12 -5 10" 1,280 68 66 88
East North Central.. +2 +211 421 18 4,006 +21 o}p 14 3,480 93 7] 114
West North Central.. L4161 421|418 4 393 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) TAx) | €x)
South Atlantic...... +14 +12 +26 7 9681l (x) (x) {x) {x) (x) 1 (x) | )
PacifiCessassccarraseosnesonnnncarisnne +5 +5 +20 7 1,598‘ +23 4] 6 2,454 1 185 157 197
PELTOLOUD . e s evsnssennseonesnnnseenesnnenses | +10[ 219 4207 ° 28 5,669 425 -1 28 5,752 100 | 89 122
: - t .
Shoesand 'other fifete] nt-Y- I, +7 16 418 38 28, 9375 +48 -2 33 75,386 | 264 191 224
Tobacco products. +14 414 +5 262 45,935 +9 49 . 164 18,274 60 64 63
‘New England.. a.491 - 412 +l ] 22 3,117 +6 o . 13 701 55 57 59
"Middle Atlantic. - 417 +13 +5 57 15:497 15 +10 . 37 8,257 67 ¢ 0 70
East North Central. +15 +20 +5 : &4 9,027 451, . 416 - | 38 3,066 § 58, 63 60
West North Central +11 +8 +5 42 5,676 #1148 28 2,650 62 64 60
South Atlantic.:... +12 +10 +7 24 5,463 +8 +2 20 2,499 52 54 i 57
East South Central.. +19 +15 +8 10 1,564 +5 +8 6 641 49 56 52
West South Central.. +11 +12 +1 23 2,256 +8 +9 9 499 .31 47 49 49
Mountain,..ceveeenes +24 +19 412 8 970 -12 -3 7 600 63 90 77
PACEILiC e aresssvnunssoencannornsvonsncs | 414|430 +5 13 2,365 -1 +4 6 361 53 55 . 58
Wines and spirits%.. X 48 463 +3 228 113,481 43 4 17 99,236 |i 122 175 194
New Englande.esceras +44 +43 +7 20 8,790 +9 +7 11 3,209 [I" 91 122 164
Middle Atlantic..... +h4 +70 +5 37 37,586 +14 -3 32 29,518 ‘i 109 142 189
East North Central. +53 462 +8 38 16;677 -7 -5 27 15,527 § 108 177 187
West North Central. +33 +53 -11 27 8,448 -7 +6 2 9,108 |i 162 220 225
South Atlantices... +36 +55 i 29 10,463 -3 +25 28 12,941 || 125 176 156
East South Central. +34 +36 +1 12 3,247 +5 +3 10 4,035 |j 146 181 392
West South Central. +55 +77 -2 24 7,776 -24 +10 18 5,732 || 110 207 157
Mountain, cvevosssas +40 +53 +4 9 2,834 +22 +16 6 1,888 85 104 122
Pacificeeiiesrsinnens +78 +73 +4 ’ 32 17,660 +15 +2 17 17,278 {| 170 248 288
Miscellaneous..........,.......L..'........; 40| T 421 +13 39 J8,607 +38 41 . 28 7,483 )| 136 99| 172
x Insufficient data ‘o show separately. :
1 stock-sales ratios. are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including e.ny direct shipments and congignment
‘buginess) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunefion with sales .
2 Ineludes reports received too late for inclusion in previcus mthly trenda,
3 Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups. )
% Baged on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "'license" States which do not have State control or menopoly distrie
bution at the wholesale level.
Note: The United States total and totals for some trades include a number of catabliahments not assigned {0 a geographic division,
' ‘ States ccmyrising geographic divisions:
New England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vt.) Soutl Atlantic - {Del., D.C., Fla,, G8., Md.,N.Cep Su0ip Vae) WeVe)
Middle Atlantic - (N.J., N.Y., Pa.) . East South- Central - (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.) )
East North Centraml - (I11., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis,) . West South Central - (Ark., Ia., Okla., Texas) - R
Vest North Central - (Iowa, Kang,., Mim., Mo., Nebr., . Mountain - (Aris., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., ll. Mex., Utah, vyo.) o
.'N. Dak., S. Dak.) Paeilie - (Calif., Oreg., Wash. )

South Central - East South Central .and Weat South Central combinedY

R E




MONTHLY

Sales and inventory trends conined in this re-

lease were compiled from confidential reports sub- -

mitted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of

the couniry by 4,160 wholesale establishments in

various lines of business.

SALES

Wholesale dollar sales in November declined
seasonally 8 percent below the level of the previous
month, yet indicated a gain of 3 percent above
November a year ago. Cumulative sales for the
first 11 months of 1951 were 8 percent ahead of the
corresponding period of last year,

Regionally, the West South Central area report-
ed the only increase {1%) over October sales, as
well as the largest gain (13%) over November a year
ago, All other geographic divisions showed declines
of 3 to 13 percent below the previous month, Al-
though most regions experienced sales gains over a
year ago, the Middle Atlantic and West North Cen-
tral areas each showed small (2%) declines while
the New England region indicated no change from
November 1950,

Most trades covered in this report indicated
sales below October levels, the heaviest drop, 27
percent, being shown in wines and spirits, which ex-
perienced unusually high sales a month earlier,
However, dairy and poultry products, with an in-

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Charles Sawyer, Secretary

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
Roy V. Peel, Director

FOR RELEASE
JANUARY 5, 1952

crease of 21 percent, led 11 trades (mostly non-du-
rable goods) which reflected increased sales over
the previous month, Compared with a year ago, 24
trades reported sales gains, with coal showing the
largest increase, 30 percent, While declines were
generally small, significant decreases were noted in
wines and spirits (11%), appliances and specialties
(11%) and furniture and house furnishings (15%).

INVENTORIES

Wholesalers’ inventories (at cost) at the end of
November dropped 3 percent below the October 31
stock level, thereby registering the fifth successive
month-to-month decrease. However, stocks were up
16 percent over the dollar value of merchandise on
hand a year -ago. The West North Central region,
while following the national trend, reported the
heaviest decrease (6%) below the previous month
and the smallest gain (1%) over a year ago. Accord-
ing tc the reports of 3,196 establishments ‘submit-
ting inventories in conjunction with sales, the No-
vember stock-sales ratio of 161 was 8 points above:
October 1951 and 17 points higher than November
last year,

RETAIL

November sales of independent retail stores, as
presented in the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Re-
port, remained at the same level as a month earlier,
but showed a 4 percent gain over a year ago,
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF #USINESS AND GEOGRAFHIC DIViISION

NOVEMBER

145)

{Data are shown by geographic division, where possible withcut diccelosure of jndividual operations)

Sales Inventory, end-cf-month (af ccst)
Percent change November 1951 panel |[Percent chargd November 1951 pausl
Ge:ographic division Nov. Nev. [11 moslumber of Nov. Nov. Number of
and 1951 {1951 | 1951 estab= Reported § 1951 | 1951 2s5tab- | Reportaa
kind of business from | from | from -[lishments dollar from | from | lishments| dellar Hov. | Hov.
Nov. | Oct. |11 mos. reporting | .values Nov. | Oct. reportingl valuev 1951 | 1950
1950 | 1951 | 1950 (add 000){l 1950 | 1951 (add ©Ce)
Unit:d States, total.ec.eusnininnnsns,s +3 -8 +8 4,160 | $851, 281 +1¢ =3 3,196 51,121,493 161 144 153
How EDEland.esesceceicenerensscevrnanranssns 0 -3 +7 233 38,294 +24 -3 170 45,598 154 124 159
Middle Atlantic. anae -2 ~13 +8 775 168,001 +20 -1 545 178,185 146 118 12¢
East North Central.. essecsasnan +7 -6 +11 815 159,675 417 -3 666 186,306 134 122 130
West Merth Central vee Cvesedean -2 -e +2 493 105,622 +1 =L 333 155,630 177 169 HGY
Scuth Atlantiec.... tereersavease +3 -8 +2 525 96, 566 +22 -1 406 124,02¢ 157 133 146
East South Central . ceeresresenns +4 -8 +5 191 32,871 +14 -3 141 42,648 158 146 15¢
West South Central.. .e emresenecvan +13 +1 +7 382 75: 208 +15 =3 297 103 :089 162 16l 170
Mountain...eeevisenns Csresamasnans +1 -9 +8 175 28,439 +13 -3 150 41,432 163 147 154
32T 8 A +7 -9 +11 521 115,042 +20 -3 332 157,207 173 156 165
Automotive supplieS....ceeiicesroconcsennnns =2 =11 +131 331 20,511 +17 -1 194 20,142 222 208 228
New England... -13 -17 +7 12 530 +8 -4 7 437 220 225 226
Middle Atlantic.... +# +7( 414 50 1,672 +24 +5 48 3,255 222 190 226
East North Central. +1 -5 +11 69 4,388 +15 -6 5% 6,333 19¢ 187 227
West North Central, -1 -14 +11 73 5: 251 +10 -1 23 3 : 240 14 225 206
South Atlantic... -9 ~-20 +9 22 2,849 -+9 -1 13 1,158 244 225 247
South Central.. A1 -6) 45 1 21l 38| 46 6 ‘gss)l 212 1e0| 230
Mountein......oncoalen +2 -14 +5 20 595 +16 +1 16 1,143 287 243 235
Pacifice eaiicnsiiininrcertareirnesnnens +2 -8 +18 T4 3,115 +22 +2 30 3,622 268 249 245
Electrical group, total... +H 0 +8 669 176,359 +52 =7 593 245,410 149 106 161
Full-line wholesalers +11 +1 +1.2 427 137,297 +62 -8 419 208 444 153 105 17
New England...... +4 +9 +8 32 8,797 +80 -8 32 14,434 164 95 196
Middle Atlantic..... +12 -1 *16 60 22,423 +89 -7 58 36,041 164 97 176
East North Centrel.. *19 -1 +21 87 32,89 +62 =10 86 43,853 134 98 147
West North Central,... -3 +4 +3 43 11,5% +59 -i0 43 19,081 165 101 191
South Atlantic...... +5 -2 +11 61 17,075 +62 4 59 28,698 175 113 178
East South Central.. +8 -6 ¢} 26 5,409 +42 =11 2% 7,540 143 110 152
Vest South Contral.... 6| 8] 3 s8] 11085l 45| e 48| 220102y 184] 139] 213
Mountain.. eceeooeas +1 -6 +8 20 4,830 +59 -3 20 7,697 159 101 155
D L i L +17 + +14 50 22,308 b -10 49 28,998 131 107 155
Wiring supplies, construction materials
AIstributors.cacseseeisiiancacircronanans +6 =12 +24 125 10,254 +27 =1 85 10,801 142 115 122
New Englond....ceeecnes +20 +3 +36 3 792 +60 +7 4 278 163 114 182
Middle Atlaptic..... +12 -7 +30 36 1,603 +21 o 22 2,049 159 150 145
East North Central.. +13 -5 +32. 26 3,316 +35 +3 21 3,589 131 108 116
West Nerth Central......ee.... -19 -7 +2 8 991 +6 -8 6 226 166] 111 165
South Atlantic..ccovans -4 ~26 +14 14 1,514 +26 -4 I1 1,568 118 87 #e
South Central......... +6 ~28 +36 10 874 +18 -3 é 865 179 147 122
Mountaine. seeevesnes +1g -22) 410 5 252 (xl (x:)5 (x) x) o ();) (x; (xl
Pacific.. v reieaiionrnanaisnosironsanas + -12 +25 13 12 +2 - : 12 1,22 152 132 137
Appliances and specialties wholesalers.... ~11 -2 -10 117 28,808 +8 -3 89 26,165 125 106 126
New Englandeceveceserrioraesnrsonns -12 2] -1 12 2,141 =2 -6 10 1,262 68 59 69
Middle Atlantic... -17 +1 ~10 25 11,142 +18 b 12 6,775 138 01 149
East North Central.. ~-18 -9 -12 20 3,882 +17 -3 1le 4,252 124 83 1i4d
West North Central.. -9 -1 -7 13 2,129 -13 -5 11 3,509 169 171: l’m
South Atlantic......... -8 -10 =13 |. 17 3,542 +19 -2 16 3,803 117 92 1iz
South Centralsesscesess +1 ~7 -18 8 1,141 -8 -3 6 1,695 155 17 146
+14 +13 +1 7 1,310 -2 -13 7 1,356 104 120 135
+3 +5 ~13 15 3,521 +8 “+1 11 3,513 115 119 121
Furniture and house furnishingé'. =13 -8 =10 85 15,506 +8 -12 67 21,277 161 127 163
! New Englandeccoerveavencnss =15 -4 -6 4 858 +19 ~10 4 1,147 134 26 143
Middle Atlantic =17 =7 =15 17 2,885 +25 -~16 13 4,029 192 128 199
East North Centra 17 ~12 ~13 .8 1,909 +5 -9 [} 2,998 188 143 ':LBO
West North Central... -22 -7 ~16 12 2,123 +9 -14 12 4,139 195 139 211
South Atlantic... 2 ~11 =10 1L 996 {x) (x) {x) (x} (x}; () {x)
South Central.. -4 ~4 -6 15 2,150 +13 -9 15 3,175 1484 127 156
Mountain... -9 -8 -7 7 1,121 +2 -8 5 1,523 184 157 1%
PacifiCesnasvonascerarsnionsassnsonneons -1} -10 -1 1n 3,464 -3 -13 9 3,593 110 100 115
HATAWAL e s svvnstsaaservnssrsasivessonanssnoe ~4 ~10 +2 166 £6,863 +15 -5 138 126,830 221 184 207
New England.. -20 =23 +11 4 547 +17 -2 4 1,933 353 241 277
Middle Atlantic...... +2 12 +16 37 10,086 +12 ~4 29 13,975 164 148 147
East North Central....... -13 ~-13 +4 25 12,803 +11 -5 24 24,755 200 156 :L82
West Nerth Central..... -5 ~11 +5 18 11,982 +13 -6 17 23,772 223 195 224
South Atlantie...... +6 -9 +9 24 6,539 +20 0 21 14,029 231 205 209
East South Central.. +7 ~8 +5 15 4,198 +23 +2 13 9,290 252 22 227
West South Central... ~1 -6 +5 15 5: 252 +7 -8 9 7,642 236 22C 228
Mountain...oeeeeenes -9 <12 +5 7 3,227 +18 -6 ]_3 2;,3% gig izg,g ggg
PACIflCeecicreennrsnntsarearacenoasogsen ~5 -8 +15 21 13,429 +2X -6 » 2
Industrial BUPPlieS.ccseceeeneccsioonontsann +9 +2 +32 78 10,344 326 +1 57 14,979 191 162 202
New Englonde.... +8 ~10 +37 7 398 +20 +3 6 1,095 349 313 300
Middle Atlantic,.. 5 -3 +43 18 1,583 +32 +3 12 2,072 173 142 155
EBast North Central..... +11 -8 +34 7 1,486 +19 -1 4 1,402 167 140 15
West North Central... +32 +11 +29 6 781 +45 -5 4 "Bl 184 159 203
South Atlantic . +1 <11 +21 11 1,031 +34 -1 10 2,113 207 157 128
South Centralivieceves, +8 +18 +25 24 4,511 +25 +1 15 6,369 182 154 23¢
PBCIfiCeicercreonanaarierssssesnaasarans +14 ~14 +64 5 554 +11 0 4 1,007 212 22¢ 183
JeWELTYerstrucusarssaanenssscsvsavosasnaonans -7 +3 +3 147 10,166 3 =9 83 13,845 184 168 221
New England... ~1 +14 +1 7 659 +1 ~11 4 373 174 1551 2%
Middle Atlantic. -13 +7 + 48 3,010 +5 -4 17 2,891 177 141 270
East North Central.., aren -5 12 -2 38 2,435 +8 -10 24 3,461 163 148 207
West North Central... <13 =1 +1 14 1,177 +6 -10 10 2,079 219 180 243
South Atlantie.... -8 -3 +4 7 661 *14 -8 4 1,088 202 164 205
South Central. . -17 -9 -3 5 137 -2 -6 4 372 360 252 285
o L P 0 +1 +7 25 2,056 0 11 17 3,523 199 197 241

See footnotes at end of table.




WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, bY KIND OF HUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

NOVEMBER 195}

(Date are shown by geographic division, where pnssible without disclosure of individual uperations)

bare 3

Sules Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) Stock—saies
Percent change November 1951 pauel |} Percent change] Novemier 1951 panel ratios
Geograp::;g division Nov, | Nove |1l mos| Humber of | Reported || Nov, | Nov, | Number of Reported
et 1951 | 1951 | 1951 estub-~ dollar 1951 1951 estab-
kind of business from | from | from | lishments values from | from | lishments dollar Nov § Nov, | Octs
" ) values 1951 | 1950 { 1951
Nove | Octe |11 mos| report- |{add GOO)} Nov. | QOcts. | report~ (add 000)
1950 | 1951 | 1950%  ing 1950 | 1951 ing
Lumber and building materialSeccesesasssvess ~8 =14 +3 80 $13,633 +23 +3 56 $14,604 151 1L5 124
Middle Atlantic... -12 =23 +12 17 3,153 +45 +22 9 1,277 60 36 35
East North Central -5 ~31 +6 11 1,309 +29 +4 7 1,162 134 108 91
West North Centrals.. ~17 24 -15 7 604 +18 +5 4 347 112 s 79
-3 ~3 +5 1 1,889 +30 +8 8 1,487 223 148 190
-3 -10 -1 5 8701 (x) (x) {x) (x) {x) (x} {x}
. -5 -13 +7 7 2,259 +38 +2 6 3,978 192 144 165
PacifiCassecscernsasasssassnesnsavencece -10 -1 +6 9 1,490 +3 +2 7 2,264 181 165 184
Machinery equipment, supplies (except

electrical)eceriescesanrasces =16 +35 50 8,807 +32 =2 37 15,534 212 188 177
New Englande.sescccscss -2 -10 +16 5 470 +29 -1 4 1,133 330 243 291
Middle Atlantic,.. +13 -16 +46 10 1,648 +30 -1 6 2,224 144 125 123
East North Central.. +38 +12 +36 10 1,659 +29 -1 8 1,860 169 140 168
South Atlantic,. ~2 -9 +6 6 716 +16 -6 4 1,660 256 221 246
South Central,. +65 ~41 +35 6 1,754 461 <1 5 5,722 329 343 197
PacifiCacess. +16 +15 +51 9 1,17 +h -6 6 1,451 261 263 244

MetBlSesseresssaensosnanansossnsnsnsscssnans +5 -13 +21 43 13,662 +24 46 38 16,606 124 106 102
Paints and varnisheSe.eseeecesesccsvencnocsas ~4 -17 +16 52 5,964 +7 -5 47 16,538 283 254 249
Plumbing &nd heating supplieSescecscssecence +1 -8 +16 133 20,016 421 -1 0 28,903 163 137 151
Hew Englandescessvaceceas -9 =12 ) [ 352 (x) (x) (€3] X {x) {x) {x)
Middle Atlantice.... ses -6 ~12 +13 3% 2,916 +15 +2 26 4,378 177 140 151
East North Centrals... PO -8 ~19 +5 15 1,608 e -3 13 3,384 238 152 197
West North Centralecececes soren =30 -15 -3 10 906 +22 4 8 1,682 205 118 186
South Atlantice... +5 9| +21 38 9,165| +28 -1 38 13,256 || 145 | 118 | 132
East South Central +21 45 +33 11 2,572 -2 -4 9 3,009 127 160 141
Mountainesesoese . -16 -11 -11 5 433 +2 -2 5 977 226 183 206
PaCifiCececcecssascsersnssessnansonsarse -3 -8 | 428 5 1,215 )| (x) (x) (x) {x} (x} (x) {x)
Refrigeration equipment, parts .

(commereial) cvsreescensassasesnasssscnnsces -6 -6 +2 64 1,828 +2 0 53 3,928 266 248 261
Middle Atlantics -5 +4 -10 14 742 -1 +6 n 1,152 195 191 210
East North Central -19 -20 -6 22 231 -3 -1 17 836 501 424 446
South Atlantice... +7 +3 +8 15 410 46| -2 15 896 219 220 229

~-10 -22 +8 7 141 +10 -5 6 429 482 375 398
+2 =2 +22 30 5,155 415 Q0 26 5,742 119 106 117
-3 -7 +18 6 822 +21 +1 5 704 95 75 86
+4 +4 +27 10 2,535 +12 +1 9 2,538 105 98 109
South Atlantic,.. +10 -2 422 5 579 +15 +3 4 722 128 125 124
BeETesucescensnasrnsssansssoee . +16 =4 16 34 1,511 +4 4 29 699 50 56 47
Middle Atlantice..eus . +16 ~4 +4 8 312 ~13 +10 6 66 22 29 19
East North Central. . +10 -6 +3 11 476 +15 +8 10 247 54 53 48
South AtlantiCe.isecasssscessnsssncesces +35 +3 +12 5 396 -39 +6 4 172 49 84 48
Chemicals, industriflessessscsssssessesceces -6 -16 +20 13 2,550 +35 0 9 1,714 78 55 65
Clothing and furnishings {except £l0€8)ecess +15 +3 +2 21 2,906 +11 ~10 13 2,37 137 140 141
L 3 +30 +5 +17 19 4,978 -4 -7 17 5,824 123 164 137
Confectioneryaeessees +13 +3 +9 41 1,680 413 +5 23 937 94 93 89
Middle Atlantic, A2 2| 112 7 3O (x) | {0 %) [€3) xy | (=) | (x)
East North Central, . +12 +7 +7 4 mof (x) (=) %) (x) (x) {x) (x)
South Atlantic,. +1 -8 +6 11 286 +3 +4 7 297 138 132 123
+25 +13 +14 12 600 +36 +15 6 311 86 88 86
Dairy and poultry productSe... +17 +21 +14 28 8,620 +36 -1 19 3,689 51 43 57
Drugs and sundries {liquor excluded)s.ees.es +13 -3 +13 198 63,969 +6 -6 160 91,765 177 190 183
New Englandasesecesssecesasesccansse +17 -3 +14 13 3,122 4 -4 11 3,313 173 195 177
Middle Atlantie, wrnan +12 by +11 27 10,509 0 -7 19 10,375 160 185 169
East North Centraleces. PRPTPINAN +14 =5 +15 28 10,832 +5 -4 22 13,831 163 175 158
West North Centrale..... +8 -5 +9 17 6,266 +2 -9 15 8,641 161 171 167
South AtlenticCe,ececesuses +18 +4 +13 32 8,201 +6 -7 24 10,650 170 190 195
East South Central, +9 4] +10 13 3,498 +6 -8 10 4,984 174 179 179
West South Central, +13 -2 +12 32 8,564 +5 -6 27 15,041 210 224 218
Mountain... vevenens +12 -6 +14 13 3,120 +6 =7 11 5,933 196 206 198
PaciflCoccrseccscressrencssncrnncenncnns +14 -5 +16 23 9,857 +11 -6 21 17,997 184 189 ~86
Dry B00dBesvesvacsvscsssacccassansssannssone =6 =9 (e} 167 41,074 =12 =1) 135 64,153 185 198 188
New Englande.... - ~4 -4 -3 9 873 0 =15 9 1,038 119 114 134
Middle Atlantic.. . -2 +4 +h 4 7,437 -9 -17 29 7,704 166 192 194
East North Central. . . -15 -15 ~9 16 4,238 ~23 ~5 16 6,250 147 161 133
West North Centralesse.. . -11 ~13 0 18 12,772 -4 -10 17 28,245 222 230 214
South AtlantiCesecesccesss . +7 -10 +4 24 5,270 ~11 -10 19 6,796 143 170 142
East .South Centraless.ss . +5 =7 +1 13 1,930 -6 -18 g 2,189 159 172 178
Weat South Central . =3 -13 -3 15 2,921 =21 -14 15 4,817 165 203 168
Mountaine.esssenes ° +4 4 +8 6 577 +9 -10 5 1,270 243 226 265
. -10 +11 -2 22 5,056 +13 ~13 17 5,844 223 185 269
Farm supplieSeeecsssscesovecaccsrsnccnn +27 ~9 +14 18 2,643 +34 +16 714 59 63 41
Fresh frults and vegetableSeessscacsssneanss +14 +5 +4 [3 6,416 44 +14 43 1,678 36 41 33
New Englandecesssescecae +30 -3 +3 6 272 +3 +3 6 35 13 ie 12
Middle Atlantic,. +3 ~14 +2 17 1,349 +7 +12 9 253 37 39 31
East North Central, +9 +28 +2 14 1,840 -2 +13 8 484 45 52 45
West North Central, +11 -1 +4 7 684 -5 +20 7 293 43 50 35
South Atlantice.se. +28 +2 +19 [} 379 +43 +56 5 136 39 34 25
East South Central, +15 | +11 +8 5 3380 (x) |" (x) (x) (x) {x} (x) {x)
PaclfiCesevessesccense +35 +4 +10 6 1,152 +48 +13 4 257 2 2 22

See footnotes at end of table,
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FYHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVEN1ORIES, Y KIND OF RBUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
NOVERIHER 1951

(Data are shown by geographic divisicn, vhere pussible without dizelczare of ‘individial cperations)

Sales “ Irventory, end-nf-month {at ccst)
Givck-sales
Percent changes November 1251 panel  {IPercent changg November 1951 panel ratios!
Geographic division Nov. | Hov. |11 mos{ Number of Neve | Nov. | Number of
and 1951 § 1951 | 1951 estab- | Reperted }{ 1951 § 1951 estab- | Reported
kind of business from | from | from | lishments| dollar from | from | lishments dullar Hova | -Neve | Octe
Nov. | Oct. {11 mos{ report- values Nov. | Oct. repurt- 1951 | 1950 | 193
1950 | 3951 | 19507 ing (add oe)}l 1950 | 1951 ing .
Groceries, tofaliieanciereainiinirennnnanes +11 -6 +6 909 | $152,534 ~3 +1 7341 $165,203 139 157 130
Non-affiliated full-line'wholesalers®..... +7 =7 +5 583 63,120 -2 9 229 73,965 143 152 132
New England.....suse =9 -7 -4 7 1,501 -5 -4 & 2,3% 123 175 178
Middle Atlantic... +9 - +1 20 2,594 -2 ~4 12 2,661 134 160 135
East{ North Cemtral.... +8 -8 +5 147 14,501 +1 +3 . 137 18,421 142 150 127
West North Central.. +1 -8 +5 61 6,254 =5 =1 51 7,760 148 155 137
South Central....... +10 -3 +8 65 8,018 4 +2 39 7,156 131 139 126
East South Central.. -2 -10 + | - 41 4,506 =4 +2 32 2,367 139 132 121
West South Central.... +2 -4 +7 117 14,545 -3 -1 9 15,827 138 153 135
Mountain.. +13 0 +6 27 2,902 -5 +2 25 3,359 142 168 139
Pacifice.seicrercerininvecnsncacsicncns +7 -1l +5 98 8,299 -3 ~5 95 11,028 140 154 131
Voluntary-group wholesaiers.icciccrsssaces +11 4 +5 208 62,819 -8 0 166 66,556 136 164 132
New England....... +2 -5 +5 11 3,952 -1 0 8 2,485 126 15¢ 119
Middie Atlantiec... .s ~#11 -1 +5 42 15,633 -12 0 29 16,023 136 170 138
East North Central....... . +23 0 +13 40 12,202 -6 +2 34 9,990 115 147 115
West North Central ven e +6 -9 ~5 72 17,270 -9 0 72 26,244 152 177 138
South Atlantic.. +13 =3 +10 13 3,216 +6 -3 7 2,024 109 116 169
PacifiCeeerarntonenccanes ¥12 -9 +12 18 5,516 +5 +3 4 2,833 122 12 115
Retaller-cooperative warehouseSe.eescsasas +23 -4 +12 21 9,736 =2 +3 13 5,837 119 144 106
Specialty lines wholesalerS...uerscanccsans +18 =9 +7 97 16,859 +11 +9 66 19,445 148 161 122
PO +11 -6 +10 > 4 B9 (x) {x) {x) {x) {x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic... +28 -15 +6 24 4,035 +2 +8 16 3,798 115 144 87
East North Central.. +36 +2 41 9 300 +2 + 4 200 67 7 59
South Atlantic....... +10 4 +13 22 2,438 +19 +1 15 2,552 125 116 132
East South Central.. +18 +8 +10 6 782 {x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x)
West South Gentral.. +13 -1 +9 5 400 (x) (x) (x) (%) (x) {x) (x)
PaCifiCeecearernrnrenacsasacensonsanassns +14 -13 +#4 22 7,333 +13 +15 19 11,868 201 218 152
Leather and shoe findinESe..ceriscsnnnocronen =2 «11 +5 27 550 +1 =1 14 1,077 353 3291 302
Middle Atlantic...... - 3 12 +5 5 36 {x) {x) (x) {x) (x) {x) (x)
East North Central... +7 -3 +3 5 98 (x) (x) {x) (x} (x) {x) (x)
West North .Central. =11 -19{ ., -5 4 64 (x) {x} {x) (x) (x) {x) {x)
PACIfiCesreseceancnrenursnssscnnessnsas -2 <12} +11 7 281 (x) {x} {x) (x} (x) (x) (x)
Meats and meat ProductBecsseceicsearasrosans +16 +2 +19 40 24,680 +4 +11 35 9,396 48 54 45
Middle Atlentic...... » +12] - -9 +20 10 4,326 +14 +1 10 2,250 52 51 47
East North Central. . +19 +21 +17 13 10,037 -10 +27 12 4,351 46 60 45
Pacific..creccianness . +20 -20 +30 5 4,275 +39 =12 4 1,064 39 37 37
Paper and its products... . +2 -9 +21 62 10,089 +20 41 38 8,706 i22 106 110
New England.....e. . +7 +1 +22 5 326 +10 +2 4 372 188 195 203
Middle Atlantic...c.ocenss . 0 <11 +28 20 3,231 +28 +6 1 1,825 87 74 76
East Horth Central. . +3 -3 +19 16 3,678 +21 0 11 2,707 89 76 B84
. -1|  -16] +16 4 39 1 (x) | (x) (x) x) (x) | () 1 (x)
. +3 41 423 7 894 (x) (x) {x) {x) (x) (x} (x)
PaCifiCeessacrrratsosonsssrossonassacsns +1 -23 +18 7 1,237 +13 =5 6 2,342 237 211 185
TPetroleuM. . it iisnreticiiiintenareisaanns +13 +3 +11 29 5,841 +7 -11 28 5,099 88 92 10
Shoes and other footwear.............. +11 ~12 +17 37 25,392 +27 =2 32 73,782 295 257 265
Tobacco Productsesceecrescscennancasnss . -2 ~12 +5 269 41,306 +9 +2° 166 19,940 70 63 61
New Englan@e.sseecsecenss . -2 -8 +1 22 3,012 +7 -1 13 734 54 54 55
Middle Atlantic......... . =7 ~16 4 60 13,540 +14 43 38 8,841 85 69 68
East North Gentral.... . -4 ~14 +4 65 7,780 +2 -7 38 2,962 66 61 60
West North Central........ . +5 -9 +6 37 4,919 +8 +5 28 2,788 72 70 63
South Atlantice.v..... . +8 +1 +7 25 5,399 +4 +7 20 2,455 52 54 50
East South Central...... . 48 ~11 +8 8 1,302 +6 +1 4 559 53 54 48
West South .Central.. . -5 -12 o 24 1,959 +14 -2 8 451 53 42 46
Mountaine..coeennes . +4 =10 +11 12 1,115 +14 +5 11 784 71 65 61
PACITiCeseercncencnnsreasessncsvasonnens ~7 -16 +5 16 2,280 +1 +1 6 366 62 56 54
=11 ~27 -3 234 84,602 +18 +10 183 120,964 199 142 130
New England... ~17 -26 +8 16 3,768 +8 1 414 . 1 6,374 301 194 191
Middle Atlantici. -22 =37 +3 40 26,908 +27 +13 33 37,297 233 117 116
East North Central. -13 =30 +7 32 8,614 +21 +17 22 13,313 189 138 114
West North Cemtral. +6 -20 ~10 31 7,505 -6 0 26 9,481 189 180 145
South Atlantie..... ~12 ~26 +4 39 11,636 +19 +12 34 16,399 184 128 121
East South Central. -2 -1 +2 3 3,005 +¥237  -26 10 4,398 182 148 225
West South Central. +39 +23 +3 29 12,322 +4 +10 23 10,935 98 136 112
Mountain......... -6 ~37 +5 9 1,929 +16 +19 8 2,920 179 144 90
Pacificeseencesnn 3 =37 +4 25 8,915 +29 +12 16 19,847 304 210 in
MiSCE1laneOUS s cverrnrenssosesarassansonenns +19 +2 +14 39 8,045 +20 o 28 7,454 134 134 136

x Insufficient data to .show separately.

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales {including any direct shipments and consignment
business) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales.

2 tneludes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

3 ‘Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

Based on reports submitted by whole%alers located in the so-called "ljcense® States which do not have State control or monopoly distri-
bution at the wholesale level.

Note: The United States total and totals for some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.

States comprising geographic divisions:

Nev England - (Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vi.) South Atlantic - (Del., D.C., Fla., Ga., Md.,N.C., S.C., Va., W. Va.)

Middle Atlantic - {(N.J., N.Y., Pa.) Bast South Central - {Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.}

East North Central - (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) West South Central - (Ark., La., Okla., Texas)

Yast North ¢ ntral - (Iowa, Kans. K Minn., Mo., Nebr., Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Myo.)
N. Dak., S. Dak.) Pacifie - (Calif., Oreg., Wash.

South Centrml - East Scuth Central and West South Central combined.
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m a slight increase (1%) in the West North Central area
entral and Pacific regions. Of the 37 kinds of business
ted decreases below 1950 sales levels--dry goods (1%),
cal appliances and specialties (11%).

December dollar sales of wholesalers for
vious month and were 8 percent under the Dec

the country as a whole dropped 4 percent below the pre-
mber 1950 level. Regionally, only the Middle Atlantic, up

5 percent, experienced increased sales over November; all other regions reflected declines, the sharpest

drop, 11 percent, being reported in the West

orth Central division. All geographic divisions, however,

indicated lower sales than December 1950, such decreases ranging from 4 to 13 percent. Most trades
covered in this survey showed sales below the previous month, as well as December a year ago. Clothing
and furnishings, down 47 percent below the previous month and 24 percent undef December 1950 sales,.
registered the heaviest declines below those two periods. Wines and spirits (+44%) reported the most
substantial gain over November sales, while h;ﬁsh fruits and vegetables, with an advance of 19 percent,
led the 10 trades indicating increases over December 1950, '
INVENTORIES .
Dollar value of inventories (at cost) in the

hands of wholesalers at the end of 1951 were at a level 12
percent above December 31, 1850, but 4 percent under the previous month, With the exception of the West
North Central region, all geographic divisions foliowed the national trend clesely. - 'The West North Central
region reported little or no change fron: November 1951 and December 1950 stock levels, Based on the
reports of 3,076 establishments submitting inventories in conjunction with sales, the December stock-sales
ratic of 160 was only 2 points lower than the previous month, but 30 poinis higher than a year ago.

RETAIL
December sales of independent retail stores, as presented in the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Re-
port, were 16 percent above November 1951, but 6 percent behind December a year ago,
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Page 2 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
DECEMBER 1951

(Data are shown by geogrephic diviaiun, where possible Without disclosure of individuel operatioms)

sales Inventory, end-of-month (at .cost) Stock-sales
Percent change December 1951 panel |Percent changg December 1951 panel ratics
Geographie division +
and Dee. |Dec. {12 mos,| Dec, | Dec. !
kind of business 1951 11951 | 1951 Number of | Reported 10951 | 1951 Humber of | Heported
Trom | from | from estab~ doller trom | from 'estah« dollar Dec. | Dec. |MNov.
pec. |Nov. |12 mos lishments| values Dec Nov ishments values 1951 | 1950 | 1951
050 | 1951 | 10507 | Teporting |(add 000) | 1onq | 1953 [reporting [(add 000)
United States, 10f8liscscacsnrrvonas. -8 =4 +7 4,138 $800,901 +12 4 3,079 [$1,015,857 160 130 162
New England.vecercressoononceaascnse . 10 <1 +6 239 37,860 +22 -3 162 36,771 140 103 140
Middle Atlentic...... . -10 +5 +6 753 171,776 +14 -7 523 158,149 124 97 144
East North Centraliseccscreavs . -10 -6 491 790 143,063 +12 -7 631 162,617 136 109 138
. -11 -11 +1 501 95,206 0 -1 380 150,940 195 172 177
. -4 -6 +8 513 86,367 +12 -8 378 103,986 148 128 157
. 4 ~& + o202 30,670 +4 -3 142 37,138 163 150 160
. -7 -5 +6 397 72,848 +18 -4 302 99,691 168 131 169
. -13 -6 +6 173 25,948 +12 ~6 140 35,997 163 127 163
PacifiC.ieeaesrncecansscncavssncanaorcsonss -6 -ty +9 531 112,135 +17 by 382 145,010 170 133 169
Automotive supplieS.cicesucersrsoccersonse =12 ~15 +9 336 17,820 +18 =2 199 20,534 239 193 224
New Englande..... . =15 -38 +5 9 288 +6 +10 6 430 371 277 214,
Middle Atlantic.. PR -13 -12 +12 48 1,343 +31 0 43 2,712 250 162 210
East North Central. . -6 -6 +9 7 4,254 +23 -9 59 6,215 176 141 201
West North Central. . -19 15 +8 7 4,362 +9 +5 21 3,353 323 270 233
South Atlantic...... . =14 ~31 +7 22 2,116 +13 +2 15 1,869 326 261 236
Bt SO e ! BT 71 17 1,%7] 0| -5 u 14m)| 23| 28] 248
Mountain.. . -2 ~4 +4 26 1,017 +16 +2 16 . 1,197 273 222 275
PacifiCeiesansen . 4 -11 +16 72 2,673 +20 +1 28 . 3,287 286 247 258
Electrical group, totaliescecsesvonvocssas -13 -5 +6 658 165,571 +36 -8 584 222,797 146 94 148
Full-line wholesalers.... . =11 =5 +10 428 130,760 4 -8 421 192,463 148 91 153
New England....s. . -15 by +6 33 8,448 +71 -3 33 14,068 167 83 164
Middle Atlantic... . -4 -1 +14 57 21,711 +63 =7 56 33,013 152 90 163
¥ast North Central.. . =11 -4 +17 86 31,152 45 =9 85 39,392 127 78 134
West North Central.... . =21 -2 0 43 11,336 +50 -6 43 17,957 158 84 165
South Atlenticessecsees . -2 +4 +10 60 17,695 +22 -19 . 58 23,245 136 les) 174
East South Central.. -8 -6 -1 26 5,071 +9 -3 24 7,283 147 125 143
West South Central.. -10 =9 +2 48 10,926 +37 -3 48 21,519 197 129 184
Mountaineeeecosees -22 -6 +5 20 45549 45 ~10 20 6,936 152 82 159
PACIfiC. v rencncrcrctscisnrcsrarcnse ~17 -4 +11 55 19,872 145 «3 . 54 29,050 147 84 131
Wiring supplies, construction materials .
distributors..... -3 -2 422 117 9,431 +20 +3 80 9,507 135 108 135
New England.. ven +6 +1 +33 12 778 +19 ~13 4 241 isc 118 163
Middle Atlantic... +3 -1 +28 32 1,387 +22 +1 21 1,951 161 142 160
East North Central -1 -5 +30 21 2,558 +24 +1 15 2,466 113 94 115
West North Central =12 -4 0y - 8 875 +16 +10 6 854 198 137 162
South AtlantiCeseei.. ~23 +2 +20 144 . 1,484 +35 ol 10 1,395 110 59 113
Ea o e s19 | 42| 3 % 1,435 e| 4 10 1,574) 138 152 141
Mountain, sseeves 21 -12 +8 4 1644 (%) {z) {x) (x) (%) (x) (x)
PacifiCisicsnncarsinrranscnscscsosccne +4 -1 +23 12 750 411 +1 1 1,128 152 143 151
Appliances and specialties vholesalers.. =23 =10 ~11 - 113 25,380 -8 =12 83 20,827 131 203 120
New England.eecosercecncenronsevane =21 -19 -3 13y 1,871 +18 +29 X 10 1,673 119 78 69
pMiddle Atlantic.... -19 ~4 -11 25 10,912 -6 =15 i3 4,948Y - 153 110 129
East North Central... -30 ~14 ~141] . 17| . 2,513 -14 =31 11 1,932 102 75 120
West North Central..... 42 =17 =11 12 2,088 -18 -7 1o 3,639 186 129 164
South Atlantie,,....... 14 -~16 -13 20 2,912 +1 -15 19 3,129 117 103 17
A B ot | w7 -8 9 1,40 4| A 7| 2088 1s4) a32] 166
Mountaine.eeecnevee -2 -19 ~2 L 7 1,056 i -9 6 1,126 116 85 101
PacifiCes ereasecsssascnsnnnavessonses <21 -15 -13 10 2,618} ~21 -l6 7 2,292 93 95 94
Furniture and house furnishings eres 1o =19 -17. -10 85 12,854 =7 =5 67 20,135 186 161 161
New Englandeecscceacsnsoveens ereien -25 ~19 -8 - 4 698 -3 -121- 4 1,008 144 111 134
«Middle Atlantic.. -29 «15 ~17 16 2,396} 46 ~11 12 3,302 185 130 182
Fast North Central. -3 -5 -12 8 1,818 =37 «33 6 2,010 132 205 188
West North Central. ~28 =26 -17 13 1,623 +15 +17 13 5,113 315 197 199
South Atlantic...... -12 ~4 -10 1L 9581 (x) {x) (%) {x) (x) {x) {x)
B S T T Nl L 15 1,847 -5 -9 15 2,80 156 w3| w8
Mountainesesoecense . -3 -10 -3 6 914 -15 -1 4 1,382 193 208 192
PacifiCeseetseaascsoncnnsssacccnnnsaans -22 =27 -3 12 2,600 <17 +2 10 3,870 164 151 114
HaTAWATC.esssnsvannse PO ~18 =17 +6 156 51,526 +8 =1 131 118,185 269 203 222
Middle Atlantic.... wase =16 ~17 +13 35 7,889 +8 +3 22 13,840 199 154 160
East North Central.. “es -25 =21 +2 23 8,620 +3 -1 22 21,537 259 186 209
VWest North Central. v -17 -22 4 19 9,322 4 -2 18 23,403 308 240 234
South Atlantie... . =12 ~24 +7 22 45493 +14 42 19 13,100 314 243 237
East South Central. . =12 -8 +4 2] - 3,784 +14 -1 10 8,931 266 208 250
West South Central..ecosve. . ~21 23 +3 15 4,022 +1 -3 9 7,440 306 229 236
Mountain, svseeeas PR v =29 +2 +1 8 1,941 +10). -0 5 2,078 321 193 298
PacifiCiescineinvectornenserosscasaass -16 ~11 +12 13 11,295 +15 =1 16 27,430 266 199 244
Industrial supplies..... 0 -7 +29 75 8,552 +16 +3 53 11,166 188 164 171
New England...... -8 -6 +32 9 374 +19 +4 6 1,138 388 292 349
Middle Atlantic....... o -8 +38 18 1,678 1] +6 11 1,79 166 123 153
East North Centrsl.. -2 -13 +30 8 1,337 +4 A -7 1,397 176 157 164
West North Central.. ous -5 <11 +25 7 805 +18 +1 5 1,162 239 77 195
" South Atlantic.... .se -2 ~14 +20 9 685 +24 -1 8 1,719 256 202 222
Eagt South Central.. seesee | 2] sz 20|  sosf < m 1| 2700 13¢] 143] w9
PacifiCiucerrscnssrasrrausasnesrocsace =5 0 +57 6 658 +8 -1 5 1,247 201 186 206
JeWeliFeeeueesnovesessosarsosscnsesss =10 +He +1 143 10079 42 =13 82 12,865 161 143 196
41 +6 +1 6 697 -8 ~10 3 329 160 206 174
-=11 +3 +3 b 2,795 +8 -16 18 2,823 132 108 181
~11 -4 ~3 35 2,152 =1 =11 20 3,1n 179 157 187
-8 +16 o 14 1,373 0 =14 10 1,837 158 149 223
South AtlantiCssecscecracnnsss -8 +13 +2 7 692 +14 -6 4 961 192 152 209
Bast South G 23| s22| -8 5 wol 5| -m 4 26 119] 133) 28
PacifiCescerrennsncenrsnrscisceccnncns -14 +4 +4 29 2,166 <1 =12 19 3,496 176 150 205

See footnotes at end of table.
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WHOLESALERS® SALE"S AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

(Data are shown by geographic aivision, where possible without disclosure of indi

DECEMBER 1951

vidual operations)

Page 3

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales
tiosl
Percent change December ‘1951 panel |Percent change| December 1951 panel ratios
Geographie division .
and Dec. | Dec. [12 mos.| Number of Reported Dec, | Dec. | Number of Reported
N 1951 {1951 } 1951 egtab~ 1951 | 1951 estab-
’ ¥ind of buginess from | o trom [lishments goliar trom | from Hishments dollar Dee. | Dec. | Nov.
on values values || 1951 | 1950 | 1951
pec. | Nov. {12 mos.| repori- (add 000) Dec. Nov. repori- (add 000)
1950 | 1951 | 1950%| ing 1950 | 1951 ing
Lumher and building materisls......ecececess =7 -20 +2 [ 811 . +31 +3 - 43 $11,062 188 131 143
Middle Atlantic...c.coresns . ~4 ~24 +11 15 2,028( +50 | - +24 8 1,249 85 58 52
East North Central . ~15 ~39 +5 8 630 +22 -2 6 1,064 234 163 133
West North Central . +14 -2 ~14 7 590 +29 +3 4 358 167 93 112
South Atlantic.... o -8 24 +4 11 1,427 +27 +1 9 1,641 235 166 184
East South Central, .
Vest South Cembral . +2 ~10 -3 5 782 (%) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
Mountain. varan . -2 -7 +6 7 2,092 +36 -2 6 3,880 2001, 146 192
Pacificea.. P . 24 =25 4 9 1,113%F  +23 +8 7 2,442 265 163 181
‘Machinery equipment, supplies {except .
€1EChrICR1) casereasarasrasnassantsacsnstsen +2 -2 +32 47 8,296l 431 *2 35 15,882 221 165 214
New England.. -7 8] +13 4 3921 (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic..... +6 -5 +43 8 1,310 +34 -1 5 1,870 151 120 145
FEast North Central... +18 =14 +34 12 1,477 +20 =7 9 1,789 185 145 168
South Atlantice.... -14 ~21 a4 7 616 +10 +3 5 2,063 382 296 283
East South Central...
West South Central, +1 ~9 +32 6 1,596) .+65 43 5 5,878 372 228 329
PacifiCeeussrenrnensasennsencssaensonsn +54 +10 +52 & 1,154 -6 +2 4 1,554 178 320 224
Metalsivaesae PR =2 +1 +19 41 13,261 +27 +5 36 16,191 129 103 126
Paints and VAINIsheS.iciceiessnsvmeonscincees -16 =36 +14 49 3,633 e +3 4d 16,774 474 382 2383
Plumbing end heating supplies.... . =12 -13 +13 124 16,061 +3 -2 67 17,963 162 140 156
Mew Englandee.csscioccaanoes “30] 25 -8 5 2221 (%) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
Middle Atlantic.....s -16 -17 +10 31 2,318} +37 4 7 1,207 190 139 158
East North Central. ~19 -13 +3 15 1,245) +21 -1 12 2,479 245 159 215
Vest North Central. ~37 261 -5 10 760} +12 +1 8 1,986 289 152 210
South Atlentic....... 4 - b +19 35 7,669 +3 ~14 20 7437 120 1s 136
Bast South Centraliececescesavss <11 -30 +29 i1t 1,8041 (x) {x) {x) {x) (x) {(x) (x)
PACILIC. vrreennnsersaoanensrasananesannn | =-13] =10] 424 5 1,093 (x) (x}| {x) (2} x ] 0] &
Refrigeration equipment, parts
{comperaial)siesesrsssoescsancernrasassnce <1 ~25 +1 75 1,400 +5 #1 &% 4,727 422 326 306
Middlie Atlantic.... -18 41 -11 14 4141 +3 +6 11 1,249 403 352 211
East North Central. ~13 -2 ~7 23 252] -3 =3 18 887 472 404 478
South Atlentic..... ~11 ~31 +7 18 265 +18 +6 18 1,088 411 308 268
South Central -13 -13 +19 4 1188 (x) (x) {%) {x) {x) (x) (x)
Pacifica.. . ~26 -14 +6 13 1744 +14 ~1 12 849 663 39 572
’ Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies...... ~16 -10 +18 31 4,307 +7 -2 25 5,056 132 100 120
Middle AtlenbtiCeccssovesrcncnccnas . 0 +4 +16 6 741 +7 +3 4 555 9 86 98
o -28 =14 +21 9 2,042 +6 +2 7 2,246 7 78 98
. +7 -8 +21 & 520 +3 ~14 4 622 134 121 128
. -5 -9 +16 4 4540 (x) (x) {x) {x) {x} (x) (x)
41 b +5 36 1,342 l +2 ] +1 32 779 66 60 62
Middle Atlantie... +10 +171 +5 8 224 -3 =6 7 84 38 44 48
East North Central.. +1 +1 +3 10 3498 +26 +5 10 218 62 50 60
West Horth Central., +11 -3 ~1 4 90 (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Atlantic. 8| -16) 412 4 314 (%) {x) (x) (x} x) (€3] (x)
PaCifiCescrasssananncoscss -4 ~7 45 5 270 413 -8 4 191 84 63 85
Chemicals, industrial...cocuuseees PO S -18 -6 +16 16 2,567 +21 +2 10 1,885 87 60 30
Clothing and furnishings {except shoes)a.... -24 ~47 +1 < 21 1,387 -10 -15 14 2,131 191 221 129
COBleenssnsacersanasoorancreasavrvrssnssnses +4 —4 +15 20 4,856 - -16 18 4,919 104 117 119
Confectioneryesvescascoesrsnsstraosnansossases +2 -7 9 37 1,265 7 Q 21 704 101 95 9
Middle Atlantic. o +5 -3 +11 9 437 +2 2 5. 195 83 79 82
South Atlantic.esons -2 -5 +5 1 255 +7 -3 [ 235 127 116 123
East South Centralicceeccssoes N
West South Centrale..eceeecaen -4 -3 +13 u 354 + +5 i & 143 & 88 7
Dairy and pouliry products....s.ecesieiecias +9 0 +14 26 8,192 -16 -17 19 2,888 45 58 51
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)....... +1 ~14 +12 189 52,6400 (%) (€] 3 (%) [&) (6] 3y
New Englande...... +2 -11 +13 12 2,611
Middle Atlantic.... s} =11 +10 22 8,1541
East Horth Central... =3 -14 +14 25 8,706
West Norih Central... -2 ~15 +8 19 5,570
South AtlanitiCe.eereess +4 ~18 +13 29 6,224
East South Central... -2 ~15 +10 13 2,859
West South Cenmtral... 43 =14 +12 32 7,581
Mountain.. . +1 -18 +13 12 2,429
Pecifie..- 7] S| 416 25 8,515 (%) (ORI (% [ NG I IS
DIy BOOUSesesscsonssrtcsassavassssarsiesosss 13 ~34 -1 171 25,4581 =20 +3 139 62,079 301 311 188
New England.... ... . -5 =22 -3 8 e77] -16 -8 8 955 141 160 119
Middle Atlantic.. . ~19 -28 +2 42 5,411} -23 +1 3 8,589 277 264 175
East North Central. . 24 -37 ~9 16 2,679 -26 +1 16 6,287 235 242 147
West North Central. . =17 =36 =1 26 7,4384 -18 +7 24 27,959 380 386 226
South Atlantic..... . =11 -38 +3 23 2,814 -19 +1 7 5,565 221 248 142
East South Central. . -8 -34 +1 15 1,344 -14 -5 9 2,276} . 241 242 164
West South Cemtral. . -8 =40 -4 i3 1,484 -23 +2 13 4,093 276 328 163
Mountain “ee . -19 -27 +6 5 314 +12 -6 4l - 939 356 255 283
PeeifiCiviacorcrsrorsven . +18 ~33 -1 23 3,297 -19 -3 17 5,356 330 375 227
Farm sUppPlieS.eccececmscsrarsctvarsnsaracenss +10 +6 +13 20 3,249) +23 +8 10 1,179 82 65 67
Fresh fruits and vegetableS.i...seissciioaass +19 +6 +5 62 6,071 436 +3 ) 43 1,197 29 25 30
+19 o 4 7 380) -6 -12 6 29 1 14 12
+23 +2 +3 18 1,219 -2 =11 10 50 9 12 10
- +22 +4 3 14 1,343l +29 -5 8 168 34 2 37
West North Central.. ‘e +29 +22 +6 7 832 +2 ~21 7 232 28 35 43
Sou:h Atlantic.. .i cenn . +12 +19 +19 6 450 +22 ~31 5 94 22 21 39
Fast South Centire. ver
West South Central . -2 +11 =7 7 741y {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Pacificeciicoroans aee +25 -3 +11 5 1,106} +66 +14 4 294 28 21 24

See footnotes at end of table.
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Page 4 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

DECEMBER 1951

(Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) Stock-gales
Percent change December 1951 panel [[Percent change] December 1951 panel ratios
Geographic division
and Dec. | Dec. {12 mos.| Number of . Dec, | Dec. Mumber of
kind of business 2953 | 3951 | 1951 | ‘estab- | FPOMEA | 1g51 | 3o5] [egap. | REPOTEd oo dpnoo | oy,
from | from | from | lishments vzlu:la; from | from [Lishments doilaz 1951 (1950 ] 1951
Dec, Nov. |12 mos. report~ (add 000) Decas Hova report- values
1950 | 1950 | 19502 | ing @ 1950 | 1951 | img  [{294 O00)
Groceries; 10tAlocessrecsnvsssnocncrocasssne -4 ~10 +5 866 | $130,623 ol -2 6981 $154,451 151] 345 138
Monaffiliated full-line wbolésalers®se.evas -6 ~12 4 560 51,750 0 -3 472 68, 328 159] 149 144
New Englandesseceacssscsesnssnsoosens +2 +2 -4 7 1,529 -9 +3 4 2,447, 1841 212 183
Middle Atlantice..cseereseanns =7 ~11 +2 16 1,805 -3 -1 9 1,782 139] 144 126
East North Central........ -5 ~-10 +4 137 10,946 4 -2 128 16,159 168} 156 154
- West North Central -5 ~14 +4 61 5,393 -5 =5 31 7,404 -162{ 162 148
South Atlantic.... it} ~14 +7 61 6,692 +3 -1 38 7,257 153 149 133
East South Centrale-.eereases -8 ~7 +3 42 4,275 =7 (8] 32 4,684 145] 140 138
West South Centrales..,. -12 ~17 +5 114 11,567 -6 11 91 13,519 152f 140 139
Mountaine . ecesavesns ~11 -23 +5 25 2,030 -1 =7 24 3,382 1731 156 143
PRCifiCeseecernennannes -3 -6 +4 97 7,513 +13 +6 o5 11,694 158] 135 140
Voluntary-group wholesglerSe.scesasscrssos -3 -9 +5 190 54,620 -5 -2 150 60,797 1421 147 134
Hew Englanda.. -8 -4 +4 10 3,492 +9 +1 7 1,991 1301 128 119
Middle Atlantic, -14 ~10 | +3 39 13,730 -3 +5 27 16,421 158] 139 135
East North Central, ~3 14 +11 29 8,016 =11 -6 23 6,114 1241 139 1i5
West North Central,.. +5 -3 -ty 69 17,247 -7 -2 69 24,945 145) 163 143
South Atlantic,. -1 -~16 +9 11 2,406 +4 -9 . 6 1,568 1137 111 105
Pacifics.neerans +2 =15 +11 i8 4,664 +9 -5 ’ 4 2,703 1291 120 122
Retailer-cooperative warehouseSasssssvenss +5 -9 +11 19 8,172 -2 -1 134 5,443 1485 148 105
Specialty lines wholesalers, =5 -5 +0 97 16,081 3 0 63 19,883 1521 127 149
New Englande.... +15 +15 +10 4 102§ (=) {x) (x) [€3) (x) 1 () {x)
Middle Atlantic... ~11 =5, +4 27 4,035 -2 -6 19 3,938 116 102 120
East North Central ~12 -10 [} 10 716 +4 +9 5 224 76 81 66
South Atlantice... -6 ~11 +11 22 2,148 +21 ‘43 15 2,618 1427 115 125
East South Ceniral, 0 =9 +9 [ 7085 (x) {x) {x) {x) (x) | {x) (=)
West South Central +5 -21 +8 5 3154 (%) (%) {x) {x) (x) | {x) (x)
MOUNtaiNacessossonors +12 4| 427 4 7321 (%) (x) (x) (x) ()| {2 (=}
PacifiCasascecsavscovcasacnonrnoscrnsane ~2 -1 +3 16 7,238 +23 . o 12 11,867 195 159 24
Leather and shoe findingBaseseses =8 -21 +6 27 383 -3 +1 i3 915 522 A7 385
Middle AtlantiCeescasnsasass -6 25 +4 5 27k (%) (=) (%) (x) [ E) [€53)
East North Centrala..eessvess ~1i5 ~29 +1 6 750 {x) x) (x) %x) x) | {x) (%)
Vest Horth Centrale....i.... -15 -26 -6 4 291 (x) %) (x) x) z 1 {x) (x)
PACifiCy.rarcannrseronsncncrrarons -1 -2 | +0 6 2044 {x} (x) {x) (x) (x) | (= (%)
Meats and meat pProducCtSe...scorsscacsesnsnne ~2 =5 +17 38 22,386 14l 44 33 9,001 51 48 48
Middle AtlanticCe.sevsvacecsnens - +2 -2 +18 10 . 4,257 +3 ~11 10 1,993 47 A7 52
East Horth Centrals....... voae -6 -8 +15 134 9,231 +3 +16 12 " 5,063 58 53 46
PacifiCeccceisarnrensinrnne csirress +13 +12 +28 5 4579 ~11 ~37 4 671 24 35 39
Paper and its productSosesesesessonssersnsse -11 =17 +19 81 8,096 +14 =3 : 38 8,218 1421 107 124
New Englandec.eesescssrecsnasans see -10 =71 19 4 2791 (%) [€3) [€5) (%) (xy | (0 (%)
Middle Atlantic.. von -13 =21 +25 19 2,295 +14 +4 10 1,418 110 76 8e
East North Central. saen -16 ~21 +16 138 3,090 +16 -3 12 2,902 113 80 23
West North Central. ~14 -19 +14 4 266 (x) {x) T %) {x} (x) | {x) {x)
South Atlantice.... -5 ~18 +21 6 C7091 {x) {x) {x) (%) (x) | (x) (%)
PacifiCossssncssncsnase -1 +5 +16¢ 6] . 1,043 +6 -9 6 2,136 205 191 237
Petr0leUMs ssssiscrssssssnorassassserencassane -5 +9 +9 28 6,348 -8 -9 28 4,635 73 7% 83
Shoes and other fOOtWeATeveseeessesscocssvss +4 -13 +16 35 21,870 +20 +4 30 75,268 3471 303 292
Tobaceo productSeecesessasrsses =1 +7 +4 260 39,674 +7 =2 152 15,811 59 54 63
New England,. -3 +81 41 32 3,063 +15 +9 1z 660 54 A 49
Middle Atlenticasse.. 4 +13 +3 50 12,908 +15 -8 33 6,992 &8 57 83
East North Central, -ty +8 +4 62 7,832 -8 ~15 35 2,070 52 52 o4
West North Centrale..eeuss +9 +10 +6 35 4,382 +7 -14 24 2,045 55 58 72
South AtlantiCescessveeenan +hi. -9 +7 23 4,895 +3 c -8 18 2,165 53 52 51
Fast South Centraless... +12 -4 1. 49 12 1,297 +35 -5 8 549 54 59 53
West South Centrale..... 0 +5 0 23 2,060 +9 ~14 3 452 42 32 52
-7 +11 +10 -6 642 +8 -10 5 461 74 63 oL
PacifiCesvsssvavsssvrstscaasansnsaancons +1 +10 +4 17 2,595 -7 ~5 8 416 54. 56 60
Wines Bnd SPITits’esecasesssrsesrasorncesnan =11 +hde +1 284 1 131,490 +22 -15 232 125,415 115 83 198
-21 +23 +4 24 6,547 +5 ~-14 15 4,213 118 85 i3
Middle Atlantice..v.v.ees ~15 +73 ] 45 43,115 +16 ~20 40 32,898 96 68 224
East Norih Centralee.... -16 +32 +4 44 16,692 +21 -17 35 17,724 120 84 i91
West North Central.... ~12 +12 -10 31 9,202 +4 -9 26 9,842 144 125 190
South Atlanticesesecevsss -2 +h4b +4 42 15,146 +25 -18 39 15,005 105 &2 185
East South Centrdl, +20 +51 44 14 4,904 +23 -9 11 45379 110{ 105 180
West South Central,... ~9 +30 +1 . 42 16,985 +55 -4 34 18,715 21 70 161
i 0 +33 +5 11 2,469 +6 =11 11 23425 98 93 A0
PacifiCesscasucoeseonsnsessoesetnavsssns ~9 +41 +3 31 16,430 +26 -13 21 20,214 1931 110 252
MiscellaneouSeiasercrssecscesssorscosssuring <2 -2 +12 . 40 7,833 +22 +6 30 8,052 146! 115 137

x Insufficient data to show separately.

1 stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales (including any direct shipments and consignment vusi-
ness) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in conjunction with sales,

Includes reports received too late for ineclusion in previous monthly trends.

To be published in the December issue of Trends in the Drug Trade,

Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so~called "license" States which do not have State control or monopoly distribution
at the wholesale level,

Note: The United States total and totals for some trades include & number of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.

2
3
4
5

States comprising geographic divisions

New England - (Conn,, Maine, Mass., N. K., R.I1., Vt.) South Atlantic - {Del., D.C., Fla., Gae, tde; NoCos SeCe, Va., Vo Va.)
Middle Atlantic - (N.J., N.Y., Pa.) East South Central - {Ala., Ky., Miss,, Tenn,)
Fast North Central - (I1l., Ind., Mich,, Chio, Wis.) West South Central ~ (Ark., Le., Okla., Texas)
West North Central - (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr,, Mountain - (Ariz., Colo., Idasbo, Mont., Nev., N, Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
. N. Dak., S. Dak,) Pacific - {Calif., Oreg., Wash.}

South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined.




