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. Sales and inventory trends contzined in this release were compiled from confidential reports submit-
ted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,122 wholesale establishments in various
lines of business. Attention is invited to the fact that beginning with this edition the base period for the in-
dex in the chart shown below is being changed from 1939 to 1948 - the 'year covered by the latest Census of
Business recently completed. . ’

SALES
“Sales of wholesalers during January 1952 dropped 8 percent below the level of the previous month,
Compared with Januvary a year ago, however, sales showed an even larger decline, 15 percent. -
Regionally, only the West North Central division, up 2 percent, noted a gain over December sales.
-All other geographic divisions followed the national trend with sales below the previous month as well as
under January a year ago., The Middle Atlantic region, down 17 percent from December and 20 percent be-
low January 1951 sales, experienced the heaviest declines. ‘ .

Most trades covered in this report indicated gains over the previous month, with dry goods wholesal-
ers reporting the principal increase, 31 percent. However, 13 trades experienced sales declines, sub-
stantial decreases being noted in jewelry (58%), wines and spirits (43%) and the electrical group (20%).
Compared with January a year ago, most trades indicated lower sales, with electrical appliances and spe-

_cialties showing the sharpest drop, 48 percent. Fresh fruits and vegetables, with an increase of 22 per-
cent, led the 11 trades reporiing increases over Januvary sales a year ago.

INVENTORIES : .

Wholesale inventories (at cost) rose 2 percent above the December stock level and were 9 percent
higher than stocks on hand January 31, 1051, All but two regions--New England and Middle Atlantic--indi-
cated small gains over the previous month, While the West North Central region showed a slight (1%) de-
cline, zll other regions reported inventory gains of 4 to 17 percent over a year ago. Based on the reports
of the 3,147 establishments eubmitting inventories in conjunction with sales, the Januarystock-salesratio
of 176 was 15 points higher than the previcus month and 39 points over January 1951,

RETAIL -

January sales of large retajl stores, as présented in the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report, were
25 percent under Decermber and 13 percent below January of last year,
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISICN

JANUARY 1952
(Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without diselosure of individual operations)
Sales Inventory, end-of-wonth (at cost) Stock-sales
- Psrce al
: cﬁ‘""e:"‘ Jamuary 1952 pamel ‘c’;:gz‘e‘“ Jammary 1952 panel ratios
Geographic division s g
and Jan. | Jan. | Number of Jan, | Jan., | Number of
kind of business 1952 | 1952 | estab- | FEROTted | 1g5; | 1955 | ogpap. | Reported
. from | from | lishments ollar from | from | lishments| 90llar Jan, | Jan. | Dec.
~ | Jan. | Dec. report- values Jan. | Dec. report- values 1952 | 1951 | 1951
4 (add 000), ! (ada 000)
1951 | 1951 ing 1951 | 1951 ing !

Groceries, tobalessscrvarencvnnsrnssercsnavseseanes -3 +15 879 | $156,033 -3 ‘0 7011  $156,571 130 129 148
Noneffiliated fuil-line wholesalerfSZ.eeveccsnnene -2 +18 567 64,024 -5 Q 477 70,162 132 136 155
18 -3 7 1,486 =22 -12 5 2,183 165 17 180
~11 ] 14 1,377 -8 +5 7 1,271 157 171 156
-2 +21 145 14,759 -4 +1 135 17,309 13 134 158
West North Central...... 0 +9 65 6,740 -10 -1 55 8,095 142 158 152
South Atlanticseseescass +6 +25 62 8,577 -6 -2 40 7,435 120 136 153
East South Central...... ~4 +13 41 4,813 -7 +7 3 4,947 136 137 145
o +23 108 14,567 -3 +6 84 14,479 130 135 150
=5 +28 27 2,883 +2 +3 25 3,721 138 12e i72
-8| 414 98 8,822 -1 -8 95 10,722{| 128 118| 158
-3 11 203 63,195 ~5 0 151 61,531 131 134 146
-7 +2 9 3,335 +11 +3 3 1,749 115 109 129
Middle Atlantie,. -4 +19 42 16,812 -9 -3 29 16,163 134 137 158
East Notvth Ceniral. -1 +13 48 12,845 -5 +2 32 9,353 14 126 122
West, North Central. evesncevsnne -5 +1 70 17,575 -7 -2 70 24,631 140 144 145
‘South Atlanblcessosessnserrecsansnvnasanes =1 +23 11 2,863 +5 413 6 1,775 104 o8 113
PACIfICsarersvaresanesasorasssortsssssnrneronne of 428 18 5,981 6 -5 4 2,564l 111 104| 129
Retailer~cooperative WarehouSeS.eessreseresvansse +2 +17 .22 10,369 +2 ¢ 16 6,267 111 110 144
Specialty 1ine WhOLeSALErS.:e:ssorcecescsnssanos =10 +18 87 18,445 +18 ~3 57 18,611 125 97 150

Newt Englandeisoseesssonssacessenrsaresnaees F7] T +30] % 133 (%) (x) [3) (x) =) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantice.... -10 +40 22 5,332 +9 +5 14 3,711 79 65 111
Eagt North Central. +1 429 11 1,030 +4 -1 6 320 73 75 86
Bouth Atlentic... & 417 19 2,108 +32 -3 12 2,040 111 86 132
Fast South Cemtral. +3 +23 5 712 {x) {x) {x}) {x) (x) {x) (x)

West South Central. -1l 46 5 335 {x) {x) (x) {x) (x) (x) {x)

Mountaifieseeessoess +2 +38] 4 1,008 (x) (€3] {x) {x) (x) (x) {x)
Pacific.. ~17 A4 14 7,509 +15 -8 11 10,861 188 138 195
=23 ~2) 29 416 44 +11 15 1,102 475 355 484

<13 414 7 481 (x) (%) (x) (x) (x}. 1 (») (x)

~20 4 5 70 (x) (x} (x) (x) {x) (x} (x)

West North Central. =32] 14 5 el (x) I () (x) (x) (x) | (x) | "(x)

Pacific.. ~23 -6) 6 2] (x){ (%) (x) (x)- =} ] &
Meats and meat ProductSecseecssssssssossersscnnsonss +2 +5 42 26,380 -1 +8 37, 10, 680) 49 52 48
Middle AtlantiCenceeasnsa .o -1 +2 11 4,652 ~15 4 114 2,056 44) 7 52 47
East North Centralesscoscass .s -1 +13 13 10,429 -3 +5 12 5,335] 54 55 58
South Centralevesceess Seesasnane +14 -16 4 3,033 +20 +17 A 1,974 65 62 62
PacifiCescoacsessnsrsesansnsasacancansssassanas +18 416 5 5,331 +18 +hé 4| 265 28 30 24
Paper and it5 ProftlCt8eccosenoscsvouneassorssosaons -13 +14 62 2,740 +20 +3 39 8,987 130 95 143
New England.ceseccsoos =10 +5 5 315 +9 +4 4 - 374 182 165] -221
Middle Atlanticesensesacssssnass -9 +34 18 3,299 +38 +6 10 1,929 02 &9 123
East North Central, ~16 +16 19 3,664 +16 +5 13 3,364 103 75 114

West Horth Central, ~24 +16 4 308 (%) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x}

South Atlantic..... 14 w16 © 6 820 f (x} (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PaeifiCoocecuasarnsnaurocrscssroarurensscannann -12 <27 ) 805 +12 ~2 s 1,761 254 196 199
PetTOleWhesscrosessoronscsactvasossosoatoacansasnns +5 +h 28 €,576 -5 +8 28 5,019 76 84 73
Shoes and .other footwears... Tecssessrarintenerenres ~5 +29 35 28,336 +18 +1 31 76,406 273 221 347
TobBCCO PrOGUCEHEsasenvoscossoasasosesesnessncoenson +h ~11 279 38,817 i6 +3 157 17,880 68 67 £0
New Englandeessseesssseorsnose +2 <18 34 2,742 +9 ~7 12 567 55 53 53
Middle AtlantiC.sceesssscaonccsnvarenasvronnaee 1 =15 T 12,994 410 +31 36 - 7,983 82 75 8
Eagt North Cenirlescececiavocrssrnscsanoncancian +2 ~2 68 7,726 +3 - +8 A 2,902 62 62 53
West North Centr@lesessces searesansaenses +& 14 a7 3,703 +7 [¢] 25 1,977 - 65 66 55
South Atlanticsesesssocoas ssmesssiancnsenans - +10 +2 25 5,114 2 +59. 19 2,370 56 &1 55
Fast South Centreleensss o ebaesrnoae +13 a 11 1,480 +6 % 7 539 49 53 50
West South Centralescsvecosseionscrer TETES +10 +2 24 2,195 +1.5 +11 i1 541 55 52 51
MOUNtBINerannsnsstsrsaccstonsanrennanan o -3 -17 8 778 -26 ~10 7 488 64 84 59

PaeifiCessoesaacesisnsaseroosnoressnsocsusances -3 ~14 13 2,085 ~2 +2 é 347 64 62 57-

Wines and Spirite3.ic.vesececsssnsoassncs ~26 =43 288 80,328 0 ~6 230 119,061 192 142 115
New England.eeses esecsiravss ~26 ~41 25 4,010 ~12 ~12 17 4,470 172 167 120
Middle At1antiCescscvass ~42 57 47 21,035 -2 -7 41 33,184 231 141 100
East North Central...... ~23 ~32 46 11,491 -3 10 z 15,834 162 128 121
West North Centrals ~20 ~23 28 6,184 -1 ~3 24 8,661 194 157 150
South Atlanticeseoane =12 -29 41 11,713 -10 +2 29 15,079 144 139 99
Eagt South Ceniral. =11 46 16 2,938 +11 +5 13 4,986 202 162 105
West South Centrall voseone +5 47 36 8,019 +28 ~11 39 14, Th4 197 163 118
Mountain,eeosseas <16 22 12 2,388 +17 +11 iz 3,349 140 100 9%

PBCIfiCossroviesosnsesasorssesransesaarrroncans -27 -39 37 12,530 +13 ~8 21 18,754 236 141 15
Mi80e)1aneOUS e esnsrrnssvescerarasasnsossserancnans -3 +14 39 8,938 +14 -1 26 7,938 123 102 145

-x Insufficient data to show separately.
1 Stock-seles ratios are

ness) for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in czonjunction with sales,

Not affilieted with volumbary or cooperative groups.
3 Pased on reports submitted by wholesalers loczted in

at the wholessle level,
Note:

percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cogt, by total sales (ineluding

any divect shipments and cousignment busl-

The United States total and totals for some trades inelude a number of establishments nout assigned to & geographic division.

the so-called "licenne" States which do not have State control or m'onopol_v distribution

" States ocomprising geographic divisions
New England (Conn.,. Maine, Mass., M.H., R.l., ¥t.) * " South Atlemtic {Del., D.C., Fls., Ga., ., N.Cu, 5.C., Va., W. Va.)
Middle Atlantic (N.J., N.Y., Pa.s East South Central (Ala., Ky., Mlse., Temn.)
Zast North Central (Ill., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) West South Central (Ark., La., Okla., Texas) .
Weet North Central (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebiw, Mount (Ariz., Col., Idehc, Moni., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
N. Dak., S. Dak.) Pacific (Calif,, Oreg., Wash,)
South Central - East South Central and West South Central combineds
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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential reports sub-
mitted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,308 wholesale establishments in var-
ious lines of business.

SALES

Yebruary sales of wholesalers remained at practically the same level as a month earlier but drop-
ped 8 percent below sales a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first two months of 1952 were down 12 per-
cent under the corresponding period of 1951,

Regionally, declines of:1 to 5 percent below ]anuary sales were indica‘ted in most geographic divi-
sions, However, small gains were reported by the Mountain (2%) and West North Central (1%) regions,
while the West South Central area showed no change from the previous month. Compared with a year ago,
all divisions reported lower sales, the largest drop (12%) being experienced in the Middle Atlantic region,

Of the 37 kinds of business covered in this report, 20 reﬂected sales declines below January, the
heaviest decrease (24%) being reported by the coal trade. Autombtive supplies and plumbing and heating
supplies showed no change from their January sales levels, while farm supplies, with an increase of 65 per-
cent, and Jewelry, up 43 percent, led the 15 trades reporting inereased sales over the previous month,
Most trades indicated lower sales than a year ago. Electrical appliances and specialties, down 33 percent,
experienced the sharpest decline below February 1951 sales, while farm supplies reported the largest in-
crease, 27 percent,

INVENTORIES

Inventories of wholesalers (valued at cost) at the end of February showed no change from the January
level, but rose 3 percent above stocks on hand a year ago. Most regions reported small inventory gains
over the previous month, the largest increase (%) being noted in the Mountain division. While the Middle
Atlantic and West Worth Central regions reported declines of 6 and 3 percent, respectively, all other re-
gions indicated inventories 3 to 15 percent above February a year ago, Based on the reports of 3,292
establishments submitiing inventories in conjunction with sales. the February stock-sales ratio of 177 was

, ;%g"rh;ly (i point) higher than the previous month and 19 points over Febrnary 1951,
R 1L

February zales of large rstail stores, as presented in the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report,
were down 2 percent from January and 6 percent below.a year ago, Cumulative sales for the first iwo
months of 1952 were 10 percent under the corresponding period of last year. :

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Pagn 2 VHOLEBALERS SALES AN THVENTORIED, BY KIND OF BU&:NEQ&) b GEOGHAPHIO ttmsmﬂ
MARGH 1952
(Dnbss are ghown by gesgz'gﬁhi« diviﬂing where [iagliblé wlhhgut diaelﬁaurc @t‘ individyal eperationn)

Sales

Invar.tury, endeafoREnth {84 aost)

) P-@z‘ua.m, shange

Marah 1952 panel

Peraent olans,

tapeh 1952 panel

ﬁma}kmsn%‘m

aoge g 55
Gaog: aphia division Maron 1958 3 mor | Hunber of Mai;h 158
¥ind @L‘ ‘usiness freman 1952 | eptab. | Heporied Hirn Reparied
frem |lishgense| Joiiar dullsr Fab,
Mar, |Feb. |3°p0. Tenerts valueg Fob, valuea 1852
1951 {1982 |gg3t ing (add u00) 1852 {add -000)
United Staten, 20%alivreroreartinitase =10 ET RN 4,881 479),38% +2 Ml 188, 282 at2.l. AT
Hew Bnglandcrvecsrsrsrrcisncrasassrsrsaenass =12 +2 =12 259 My 021 0 42,282 168
Middle Atlantleceviresrssrainsseritiinasssnse =10 +3 w14 T84 152,232 o 175,002 i
Tagh North fentetlerviscrsasiivasricrissanae =10 0 =10 8481 144,749 +3! 197,038 242
Wegh North 0entfaleceivrvnrrertatcssrrarases 13 =2 nlh 522 101,437 +2 168,964 192
Seuth ALduntde. v erviravirierriscisiiiinons 9 +3 -8 538 89,617 +3 131,399 3
Buat South Gentraleessicisasamivernincaens = +2 ~7 L2 34,3456 0 50,879 by 44
West Gouth Central. i viisisiiarvinasasicnanss e +3 =6 97 72,442 +3 116,47 92
Mol vervir s viasr s niniirerionas =12 +3 =11 179 26,292 +2 4R2,65). ke
2T 3 i K T T R =6 41} =12 491 103,397 +7 146,990 9l
Automobive BUPDLLeD . ca v s sanvanaisreras -0 =5 midh 248 16,331 [s] 17,411 15
NOW BOgLeIitle s v s vvcressrannstonennsranines 3 6] =15 20 505 -2 297 "T439
Mlddle Atlanblo..iissserasiornoras -21 =6 -18 1 2,033 -3 2,666 208
East North Gentralascessrecsesesssos =11 w3 wld m 3,436 +2 6,670 287
Weat North Central... ~14 -9 -12 84 3,93 +L 2,335 397
South Atlantle.. =3 -3 -16 2 2,586 =11 1,444 350
South Central. -l -8 =19 11 2,043 +10 1,237] 301
Mountain...... ~11 -1 4 26 832 +1 1,230 366
Paclfic.icrnean. «10 +2 =12 57 1,965 +2 1,332 291
Electrical group, tota8lesisecassescsrsconess -22 +2 -2 692 143,246 +2 250,826 3 188
Full~-line wholesalers, =21 +3 =21 439 111,593 +1 210,259 195
New England....... . -21 +3 -21 33 6,776 -3 13,888 217
Middle Atlantic...... -16 +5 -18 65 19,017 -6 31,745 189
East North Central.......... -18 +1 ~17 86 25,374 +4 43,268 187
West North Central. =31 -1 -30 43 8,773 +2 18,769 209
South Atlantic..... -15 +5 =18 62 15,952 +5 30,445 log
East South Central. -17 +1 =21 29 5,117 +5 10,121 193
West South Central.. ~12 +12 -22 47 10,883 -1 22,957 235
Mountain...eeav.n . =27 +4 -27 20 3,929 4] 75760 205
Pacific.....envs Vvteesetaraacnnretsesran -28 +5 =28 54 15,772 +3 31,306 195
Wiring supplies, construction materials

ALstributorSe s i airatativivasrntiiranass =12 -2 -4 144 11,149 +4 13,380 146
New England... o -3 -11 4 14 807 +1 374 197
Middle 4Atlantic -4 +1 -6 34 2446 +4 1,728 147
East North Central.,.... -11 +1 4 32 ,318 +3 4,321 149
West North Central.a.... -2 ¢} -20 9 880 +2 1,050 204
South Atlanticee... -20 +1 +1 20 1,873 +5 2,126 125
South Central.... -5 ~11 +10 15 1,645 +6 2,119 135

Mountain.... +4 -2 +8 5 366 (x) x) {x)
PacifiCes.eneranansas sesaserseieen peseen -18 -2 -18 15 814 +5 1,330 159
Appliances and specialties wholesalers.... -36 -8 -39 109 20,504 +8 27,187 160
Hew Fnglande ssseevvcesssosananersnnans . ~51 =5 =46 1,378 0 1,590 131
Middle Atlantic.... =45 -9 ~47 22 7,322 +9 6,467 197
East North Central.. . =42 ~19 ~45 18 2,353 +10 3,775 146
West North Central...... . -32 -6 ~34 14 1,222 -2 2,949 244
South AtlantiCeseceseens -24 -6 ~26 20 3,333 +11 4,787 142
South Central -19 =7 ~21 13 1,581 +15 2,889 151
Mountain.. -28 -9 =23 7 1,007 +9 1,724 143
Pacificeacecncenans treearavesasearneanes -9 +4 27 7 2,308 by 3,006 135
Furniture -and house furnishingS....eooveeoe . -26 +3 ~26 88 15,120 +5 22,921 176
New England...oeccasncces . =-27 -2 -26 5 732 +4 2371 184
pMiddle Atlantic....... . -18 +2 25 16 2,645 +2 4,182 207
East North Central ereas ~30 +2 =27 9 2,143 + 3,437 179
West North Central.......covvininnincnans =36 0 -35 13 2,063 +8 4,095 184

South Atlantie.... -26 4 ~19 11 916 (x) (x} (x)
South Central., -33 4 -26 14 1,760 +12 3,294 161
Mountain..... . -18 +8 ~20 7 1,187 +5 1,557 196
PacifiCeciercnsncnses Crressiveerataerens ~-22 +14 =25 13 3,674 +1 4,330 142
HATAWAT e s e vivnrvsovanoossnnsan 22 +3 ~23 165 57,097 4 139,802 284
Middle Atlantm. FRs -22 +5 -22 37 8,697 +5 16,933 221
East North Central.... voa -27 0 =29 25 10,791 +4 30,011 276
West North Central.. -22 of -23 19 11,147 +1 29,451 308
South Atlantic...... -18 41 18 25 5,251 +2 13,313 283
Eest Scuth Central.. . - ~20 -1 -18 16 4,397 +3 10,724 259
West South Central.. el =14 +2| -19 15 5,088 +2 8,892 280
. -22 +13 -21 8 2,282 +5 3,438 344
PacifiCisecvoaass PN B -22 +5 -25 17 9,075 +6 25,604 329
Industrial supplieSevecsceecs terrrasaereanes -9 +5 =7 g2 10,565 +4 16,831 221
New England....... . 26 +8 -3 7 429 -3 1,117 364
pMiddle Atlantic.,. .. +1 +10 -2 20 2,025 +5 2,371 185
East North Central.. . ~15 +3 11 7 1,357 -4 1,479 213
West North Central. seens ~32 =11 -20 6 595 +5 908 242
South Atlantic -12 -1 -14 1 992 +3 2,260 224
South Central. -5 +8 -3 25 4,514 +9 7,422 222
PACIfiCaescesrtenvensssoasssssanrnssons -17 -5 ~14 6 653 -4 1,274 205
JeWEIIYenevreoanorrnannnne sesemeess PR . -28 -3 -24 141 6,042 +3 12,812 301

New Englendes....... RS - 48] -24 6 357 (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic.... cereaan -31 -11 ~21 45 1,957 +11 3,169 262
. -31 +4 ~29 37 1,629 +1 4,261 327
. ~34 -9 -28 15 730 -1 2,187 299

O - 8| -18 5 229 (x) (x) (x)
South Central.seecvecss ceeas +10 0 -7 5 112 . -2 281 273
Pacific,ensrencecsns eeasereamasaneenenen . -18 +1 -24 25 1,016 +5 424 316

See footnotes at end of table.
el 7
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MARCH 1082
(De‘m are sh@w by geegmphia divi@i@n. where pmwi hle wit.haut dinal@auw of individusl eperations)
‘ Sales invantex'y, end=of=lonth (at gost) Btockesaisn
Peveent shange Mareh 1852 panel Peraeyt shirge Marah 1952 panel ratios
Qoegrapins dtvicien Mazen 1952 | 3 me, | Mumber of Meroh 1952 | numpen of ‘
. an e oz Repazted Frafes Repearted )
kind oF business £R 1943 | eatab dollar  Sstab- doflar || Yo, ) Mar, | Feb,
) Mor, Feb, gi‘@m u Bt\mm%w yalues Maz, | Feb, liﬂhmezétﬂ valuss 1882 1 1991 |1983
N 1981 1862 J mey| reperts g 951 9 2epoPI=
19515 ing (add G0D) || 195 1953 ing (add 000)

Tunber ond building waterialisss i isenesaena| _ »28 +7 =17 6l #11,9900 = % 56| 3 186 129 158
Middle AtIantdGsvirvriririncisrinanisa =7 $13 =3 3 2,824 415 E 9 418 65 591 68
Baat Nepdh Jenteidesiarcorvovrcnrtioanins =10 +a7 =12 168 88é +11 +8 8 1,808 178 143 213
Weat Nepth gentesliicvirivineicrasassoas =35 =2 =32 [] 604 +13 +7 4 418 124 73 122
Houth AB1anEie. . s iecnrserssiorsians =251 . 41 =15 il 1,608 +18 +11 9 1,602 196 129 172
HOMAN CORLERL v e v ersnanscrinsnnsanenans «33] 4161 =24 ) 839 (%) (%) (x) (%) (x) €3] (x)
LT A T =18 49 18 7 2,213 +10 L [} 4,0201" 190 149 208
R T S I TR TR IR T =25 ~8 ~23 [ 1,209 -2 +10 & 1,889 186 i20 130

Machinery equipmont, .oupplies (exoept

LN B N «10 +6 =3 81 9,383 Q A9 17,084 214 148 217
NOW TAglendsceeasscersnssrsrassrannsssnn -23 +14 ~8 5 433 +24 =1 4 1,167 366 R2l4 403
Middle ALIARNEIG e resiiiinraariiiarns -8 0 0 7 1,626 +9 +2 4 1,980 130 109 127
East North Centzal.. +14 +26 +23 13 1,927 +8 +2 10 1,977 165 133 mn
South Atlentic...... ] +7 ~16 8 899 +11 4 6 . 2,300 273 233 283
South Centralaveceens s ~43 -15 -21 [} 1,515 +58 +3 5 6,266 418 150 341
Paclficaeiivacincnss shsiiseeetateasirsen +15 +22 +20 8 1,508 -6 -1 & 1,765 158 222 221

MEAELE e o v v eneesennnsasrsasessnbssencrsne 421 40 -2 ‘42 14,252|| +25{ 45 38 19,8194 42| 27| w0

Paints and VATDIShES. s sesoverrscrsisnrnns 13 +13 -16 49 5,725 +1 +5 45 18,180 324 277 348

Plumbing and heating supplieSceescerecsveens «23 -2 -18 135 16,385] =9 42 111 33,176 229 192 221
New Zngland........ Cevenaen JUN -15 +3 -22 8 3130 (%) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic..... Cieriansesa ~-26 -2 -18 32 2,301 +4 +1 25 4,462 223 163 216
East Norih Central..... . -18 +1 -22 15 1,274 +2 +3 13 3,647 323 259 317
West North Sentral.eeesciceeronnnes . -33 -3 -39 15 1,162 -8 +2 13 3,209 297 220 283
South Aflantlc.......................... 24 -1 ~-17 38 7,469 -11 -1 38 15,216 204 174 202
East South Centrsles.uscssusess R -11 46 o 11 . 2,022 (x) (x) (%) %) (x) (x) (x)
PACILEC s e nnranrtnroneetasrnararsnanas ~25 A -19 5 1,040)] (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

Refrigeration eguipment, varts { commereiﬂl) -22 +7 =21 56 1,648 +7 +2 1. 45 4,287 329 242 352
Middle Atlantie... ~-16 +16 -17 15 592 B 12 1,369 304 261 347
Fast North Central o -18 -3 -23 8 135] (x) (x) {x) x) (x) (x) (x)
South Atlantic.... . =14 +11 ~19 20 481 +19 +1 20 1,502 312 225 343
South Gentral,. e -14 14 4 4 152{1 (x) (x), {x) (x) (%) (x) {x)
PACII G earrnintcansevrinssennsen aerees -47 -3 =36 & 120 +23 +10 5 457 551 225 436

Surgieal, medical, equipment » supplieS..esa. -4 -7 =12 35 4,967 -6 +5 30 6,593 142 128 125
Middle Atlantic.... - -2 ~4 +1 5 830 =10 +13 4 743 g9 107 82
East Nortb Central.. ~14 -5 ~20 i1 2,286 =5 +9 10 2,779 129 115 13
South Atlaniic.... ves ~23 =6 -13 6 618 -16 -4 5 824 137 126 134
South Centrale......... Ateasienscemren re ~27 =27 -6 4 426 +7 +5 4 761 179 122 124

BEBT st varannsncanstarasasnarans creranenerns -2 4 +7 40 1,620 +19 +4 35 919 64 52 64
Middle Atlantle... . -4 -2 +7 8 1 +36]> +29 7 150 45 28 34
East North Central.... -1 +65 +5 13 511 +25 ~7 12 270 55 44 62
West North Central.... +12 =7 +19 5 110 +3 +16 4 67 129 141 105
South Atlantic.. . +3 +12 + 5 351 +10 +10 4 188 63 58 65
PacifiCuissecessaes Cerene 0 -3 +8 4 210|f (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

Chemicals, industrigl.seicuicerceansasscesnns -22 ~5 -19 15 2,429 +7 +5 9 1,655 81 59 72

Clothing and Purnishings (excepi shoes)s.... -15 -9 -23 19 2,760 ~10 +6 14 3,674 187 175 166

L O [ creens -8 ~10 +3 19 3,695 [} -19 17 2,727 76 70 85

Confectionery.. .. ... Crereeases S Cevareae +5 +5 +8 40 1,406 +18 -1 23 1,008 114 102 119
Middle Atlantic... “es -2 +8 +4 9 414 +9 -3 6 270 98 84 103
fast North Centrel. . [¢] -10 +7 4 L (%) {x) (x) (x) (x) (%) (x)
South Atlantices.cieseeacnoiasasssoannns %2 +10 +1 10 264 -7 6 249 126 138 152
South Centralesesvineeeineaianenaas ves +10 +2 +19 1 435 +65 +7 5 260 104 76 95

Dairy and poultry productsee...c...... PR . +4 +1 +4 22 3,948 -28 +3 14 793 23 35 23

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)... . -1 ol 7 44 207 64,404 +3 +4 167 96,041 184 175 176
New England..eeveeeavan. [ . -2 +8 ~1 14 3,115 +3 +2 12 4,572 177 164 187
Middle Atlantic.i.e.voenn. -2 +1 +2 26 10,759 0 +3 19 11,259 166 162 163
East North Central....... -2 0 +4 28 10,940 -1 +4 21 13,481 160 157 154
West North Central....... -2 b 43 19 6,411 +4 +% 17 10,067 183 173 168
South Atlantlc.e... +5 +2 +9 32 8,313 +3 + 24 11,149 180 178 175
East South Central. -4 -1 +3 16 3,851 +6 +2 12 5,992 193 173 185
West South Central... -1 wd +5 33 8,676 +6 +3 28 16,174 222 206 207
Mountain.,scesesusvenn . -1 -3 +7 12 2,137 +o +8 10 4,672 230 218 208
Pacificiiicenas esaeane e -3 +2 +2 26 10,202 +6 +9 24 18,675 184 169 173

Dry €008Seesassancsscasioerancanns serearanas -18 -1 -21 170 37,338 -24 +3 136 66,889 217 231 215
New England... -27 +14 ~28 5 469 -33 +3 5 79% 169 184 187
Middle Atlantic.,.. ~-30 -3 -31 44 6,286 -31 4] 31 8,305 243 226 247
East North Central... ~10 +8 -16 16 4,325 ~31 +1 16 6,523 151 196 161
West North Central... ~-19 -2 -21 18 13,076 -22 +1 17 30,474 233 243 227
South Atlantie... ~12 +1 -17 25 4,221 -22 +3 19 7,807 208 235 202
East South Central... -19 -6 -13 13 1,358 16 +2 8 2,672 263 259 238
West Scuth Central... -18 -2 -17 21 2,618 -31 0 21 5,036 192 229 188
Mountain.evesnoa. . -18 -2 -20 6 442 -21 +7 5 2295 317 329 298
PaCifiCeaererecunenersororsassanrseansen -4 -2 =15 22 4,543 -15 +2 14 3,983 234 201 222

Farm sUPPlieS.ceceeeiennierarenscnnrossnsones -8 +1 +3 17 6,620 ~-26 -25 8 572 35 57 50

Fresh fruits and vegetables........vuen. cern +2 +4 +12 &7 5,560 X ] -6 44 2270 as 35 39
New England.eecesveccass . 0 +11 +6 8 312 -23 +5 7 61 29 39 33
Middle Atlantie.... canes +12 +2 +18 19 1,326 +40 -4 12 270 35 26 38
East North Central... . +8 +2 +17 14 1,432 +17 -6 6 49 17 13 17
MWest North Central.,. . +13 +13 +15 7 648 =21 ~13 7 211 33 47 42
South Atlantlic..... -4 +4 +7 5 262 +13 -7 4 51 22 18 25
South Central... -16 -4 % 6 43710 (x) {x) (x) (x) (x} (x) (x}
PacifiCeaceneeinniniiiieiiiiieraciinnnns -11 +5 +1 5 1,086 +27 =14 4 206 20 14 24

See footnoies at end of table.
Y2?r s on
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. mmcy 1952 ‘
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gtdphic divlsion; where poseiblb withouf disclos\n'e of indiVidual operations)

1 R ETTI T i v ¥
e Sales ) Imentory, end-of-miotth {at dogt) Stock qn%as
- hﬁ' H 1952 pdﬂei [Percent changem Havel 1952 pinel . ;-utioa
Oeogrubhic d;lvis PR MaFeh 1952 . -
- ?“{Ilm'bbi‘ Of Lromss Rbpo‘rféd ) o
dollar HaF: | HMar. | Feb,
values i¥521 1951 | 1952
(aad ©00)
s 5131 $é7TE
Ay 2k 1408
2 23577
10 24029
1377 18263
54 2,158
43, 7,465
34 55273
8¢ 15,288
25 3,757
95 11,618
Voluntary-grou : 164 68,929
“New England i -2 8 2,201
:Middle Atlantie... 4,162 | | A 300 16,727
“East Nofth Cehtral 11,730 |7 9] "o 345 9,921
West North Central 16,473 | . =6] . .48 .. 70 28,358
" South Atlanti 2,821 4 . 0 7} 2,051
- Pacifici... 2,374 1 Hx) | (x) . Ax) i (x)
110,851 41 151 6,097
. O L foim ;
Specialty:lines:wholesalers. <3 65 18,317
7 New England..ias.. {x) (x) (x)-
i Middle Atlantics, L..9 13 3,754
<:East North Central.,. =3 . 7 307
South Atlahtic.e.: Lr7 . i2 1,792
Bast South Centr {x) (x) (x)
West South Central (x} (x) (x)
aMountaing..., {z}. (X)) {(x) -
‘Paci el .18 10,726
Leathﬁr and shoe findings..... sag v -4 X 3 % N 16 1,202
Middie Atlantic.,. 50 {x) {x) (x) x
-Eést Norih Central =89 (x} (x)} [¢3] (x)
“West North Central... 57 (x) 1. {x) {x} (x)
~Pacific.,. 20 1 =) |G e ) ]
23,539 43 37 11,224 60} .55l . 57
3,95 1 . -3 1y 2,338 591, .57 Sk
13 8,783 +2 124 5,663 68, 63 60
Pacifle. P . 5 4,163 +19 4 948 38 33 33
9,470 42 9,919 149]  105] 144
323 4 394\ 2a4|,  211). ,23L
3,038 1] 2,265\ 118 . 74 12
3,596 13 3,482 11l 5 781 1312
“286 {x) x) (x) () 1 0x)
746 (x) (x) (x) (x) "1 (x)
408 (x} (x) (x) x) | (=) 5
1,045 6 2,001 257! 214; 248
5,862 -17 +3 28 4,799 82 90 72
30,956 || © +14] | -4 32 71,398 234
39,369 | " 45| 41 168 16,895 66
Néw .Engldnd. .. : 3,044 413 A 15 . 916k 691
Middle Atlentic. 59 13,968 411 0 371 7,295 75] .
OF 2 .70 7,972 40 - 2,820 65| -
40 4,661 27 2,112 .59,
26 4,801 200 © 2,331l 59
13 1,258 8l.... .46 48
2 2,0% 9 daall a7
.6 ie4 S5 . 103 68). .
.18 2,245 7 383 . 55
266 85,337 2181 113,206l 162
22 4,255 C16) . 3,369 136]
45 25,555 40 30,945{ 153)
‘East North Central. 45 10,337 33 14,3184 160
Hjgst Nozth Cemtral. 22 5,100 23 8,422 225
South'Atlantic..... 41 11,759 33 16,654 147
Ea::t Squth Central.. 15 3,120 12 5,547 215
Wast h Cemml. 35 9,671, 23! 14,881 1e9] .
1 2,300 10 2,904 1 1291,
23 12,330 18 16,256 169
4 +15] 46 31] 8,610 145

x:‘[‘nsuffi ent da‘t.a 0 ‘show separately. ’
1 gtock-sales ratios are percentages derived: by d1v1dmg qtacks, at cost, by total, sales (including any direct
usiness) for an identical grolip of firms reporting inventoneb in ¢onjunction. with sales.
2 fncludes reports received too late for inelugion in’ previous monthly trends.
{Not affiliated with voluntary or, cooperative -ETOUPSs i
Based on reports submitted by wholesalers 1ccated in the SO- called "license“ States whlch do not have State control or monoply dlS-—
‘tribution at the wholesale levels
No§ :

The' Ur\l‘ted States total andy totals for -game trades 1 e a mImber of establlshments not asmgned ETR geographw div1sicn.

IR

State'; corﬁprld ographi¢ divisiong: ©
v)

New ' England {Conn., Mame, ‘Mass., N.H., R.I.
Middle Atlantic (N.J., N.Y.; Pa.) - e
East. North Central- (I11., Ind., Micht, Ohio, Wisy). '+
West North Central (fowa, Kand%) Minm., Mo, , Nebr‘, -
"~ N. Dak., S. Daki) - ; )
South CPntral - East South Central and West South Central comblned.

i -
L

East South Centrai (Ala,, Ky., Miss., Tenn.)

Weést South Ceértral (Avk., La., Okla., Texas)

Mountain (Ariz., Cold., IdAhu Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo. )
Pacific (Calif., Oreg., Wash. )

South Atlantie (Del., D. C., Fla., Ga., Md., N.G., 5.C. W{a.‘,‘"‘g{.\ifa_,)l,‘
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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential reports sub-

mitted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,383 wholesale establishments in var-
ious lines of business. ) i .
SALES

April dollar sales of wholesalers rose slightly (1%) over the level of the previous month and indicated
a 4 percent increase over sales a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first four months of 1952, however,
lagged 8 percent behind the comparable period of 1951, )

Regionally, small gains over March sales were experienced by most geographic divisions, with the
largest increase, 7 percent, being reflected in New England, The West North Central and West South Cen -
tral regions reported practically no change from the previous month, but the Pacific region, down 3 percent,
showed the only dscline below March sales. Compared with a year ago, gains varying from 2 to 9 percent,
were experienced by all but two divisions--the West North Central and Mountain, which indicated declines
of 1 and 2 percent, respectively, :

Most irades covered in this survey reflected sales above March levels, as well as over sales a year
ago. Beer, with an increase of 17 percent, showed the largest gain over the previous month, while the
heaviest decline, 20 percent, was reported in farm supplies, Compared with a year ago, shoes and other
footwear and wines and spirits shared the most substantial sales increase, 20 percent, while industrial
chemicals, down 26 percent, indicated the sharpest drop. With the exception of the metals trade, all dura-
ble goods trades indicated cumulative sales for the first 4 months of 1952 lower than a year ago, However,
most non-duraiie goods trades reported moderate increases over this same period,

INVENTORIES '

Wholesalers’ inventories (valued at cost) dipped slightly (1%) below the March 31 stock level and were
down € percent below stocks on hand at the end of April last year, Regionally, inventory changes from the
previous month varied only slightly from the national trend. Compared with a year ago, however, stock de-
clines ranged from 1 percent in the Mountain region to 12 percent in the Middle Atlantic and West North
Central regions, Based on the reports of 3,373 wholesale establishments submitting inventories in conjunc-
tion with sales, the April stock-sales ratio of 173 was 4 points lower than that reported for March and 18
points below April 1951,

RETAIL

Preliminary figures from the Bureau's Monthly Retail Trade Report indicated that April sales of large

retail stores were 6 percent above March and 5 percent over a year ago,

MERCHANT PIHOLESALERS—TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Page 2 WHOLESALERS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

APRIL 1952
(Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations)
Sales Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) s tock—sa]l.es
Percent change April 1952 panel  [lpercent dmnge,] April 1952 panel ratios
Geographic division April 1952
and April 1952 | 4 mo. | Number off Lo " from-- Number of
kind of business from-- 1952 estab- ep estap~ |Reported
from | 1ishiments dollar 1 ietment dollar Apr. | Apr. | Mar.
Apr. [Mar. |0 | renorg. values § Apr. | Mar. T orz S | vatues || 1952 | 1951 | 1952
1951 | 1952 | 1gs53| ing | (add 000)| 1951 | 1952 | TPOTE 1 (ada 000)
i
United States, total’.t.-u..... ....... 4 +1 -8 4,383] $814,731 -6 =1 3,37314$1,161,811 173 191 177
New England...... sesasessiean casacererrenn .. +5 +7 -8 262 36,025 ~2 0 180 42,010 159 167 163
Middle Atlantie,,... e +2 +2 -10 792 160,104 -12 -2 586 180,226 144 165 151
Fast Morth Central.. +2 +2 -7 857 147,914 . -4 -2 692 191,330 151 160 159
West North Central.. . -1 [¢] -1 534 104,379 -12 11 . 409 165,876 192 216 198
South Atlantie.... +7 +2 -4 546 92,352 -6 -1 426 129,678 168 91 173
Bast South Central +8 +2 -5 202 34,053 ~11 y 156 49,159 168 204 179
West South Central +9 0 -2 402 72,4661 -2 s} 315 115,617 191 213 189
Mountainee.cesrens -2 +2 -8 184 27,315 -1 +1 153 43,445 180 182 182
Pacifice.s.s, +3 -3 -8 554 108,843 ~6 -1 406 160,274 191 209 187
Automotive SUPPlies..eesescresvracaosaseccne +5 +15 ~-10 366 19,461 +3 +2 208 19,795 255 268 307
New Englendeecsnses +4 +21 -10 21 639 ~14 -4 8 482 275 287 375
Middle Atlantie.... . ~10 +11 ~-16 50 1,103 +6 -3 47 2,811 282 238 318
Eagt North Central. . +21 +39 -6 70 4,160 -2 4 55 6,180 203 280 294
West North Central. . -1 +14 -10 86 4,865 +10 4 28 2,945 295 255 323
South Atlantie... . +11 +4 -11 24 2,792 +1 ~1 17 1,750 317 317 292
South Central. +19 +9 ~12 14 2,157 +32 -2 7 821 232 171 265
Mountain...... =11 +1 -6 26 839 w4 ~1 16 1,213 321 311 373
Pacific......... tesesesaraceceanse cavnree -3 +9 =11 75 2,906 +3 +4 30 3,589 283 275 301
Eleetrical group, total........ crsecsecensen -8 -1 ~20 707 144,360 ~2 0 628 256,530 189 178 187
Fuli-line wholesalerSesesesnseas trestrenes -8 =1 =18 441 111,865 41 D 434 211,450 191 174 190
New England.eecee.s v -11 -5 -19 33 6,429 4 0 33 13,839 215 184 205
Middle Atlantic. “en =13 -7 -17 621 . 17,589 -10 +1 &l 31,979 183 179 168
East North Central... o -11 -3 -16 89 25,686 48 -1 88 b4ty 644 174 144 171
VWest North Central..., -18 +2 -28 43 8,980 +3 0 42 18,515 208 165 214
South Atlantic.c.veas. vea +1 0 -14 63 16,087 +2 ~1 61 30,429 195 194 198
East South Central... ese +17 +12 ~13 29 5,722 -6 +1 28 10,205 182 228 201
West South Central... . +11 4 <15 48 11,327 -2 -1 48 22,824 202 227 211
Mountain,.. ceesessen e -6 +4 -22 19 3,901 +2 ~1 .19 74293 187 172 196
PacifiCesevsesraeans breeesssseserenerans -12 +2 24 55 16,144 +10 o} 54 31,722 198 159 200
Wiring supplies, construction materials
QLStriDUbOrSeeeeaererereeasssenaransons 0 +4 -3 147 11,868 +2 ~1 104 13,558 153 150 159
Nevw England.s.... +8 7). 5| 14 860 +6 0 - 374 186 191 203
Middle Atlantic.... +7 -1 -3 37 1,527 +8 +2 24 2,271 177 178 169
East North Central. +3 +3 -2 33 3,756 +15 e 26 4,226 140 135 153
West North Central. -13 +1 -19 1 1,133 =11 ] 9 1,575 211 202 223
South Atlantie... . -16 -1 -0 20 1,786 -5 o} : 16 1,964 129 110 127
South Central. . . +19 +15 +12 12 ¢ 1,610 -2 -6 8 1,592 135 164 162
Mountain. ... +6 +7 +7 5 3939 (x) (x) [¢3] {x () (x) (x)
PacifiCeeuerneeraness erasna ssensneanne . ~1 +2 -14 15 805 -13 Q 13 1,218 160 182 162
Appliances and specialiies wholesalers.... =34 - 7 ~34 119 20,627 =20 +2 90 31,522 197 217 179
New England... . ~16 -7 ~41 14 1,426 -8 -8 i1 1,886 165 150 157
Middie Atlantic.... -25 =10 ~43 27 7,031 -32 0 g 8,6C5 211 235 203
¥ast North Central. =25 -12 ~41 18 2,042 24 =7 13 3,512 221 206 208
West North Central.... -18 =12 =29 15y - 2,188 =32 +3 12 4,485 227 284 191
South Atlantic........ +6 -1 -19 18 3,182 -4 +9 14 4,854 188 193 163
South Central...... ... +32 -11 -13 9 1,200 -16 +7 7 2,431 209 334 172
Mountaine...... . +1 +3 =17 g 1,215 +18 +8 2 2,278 187 161 177
Pacifite.eseecrcnsnns tesrateasesncascasan +2 -1 ~20 10 2,343 -3 +10 7 3,411 154 165 129
Furniture and house furnishingseececeecessss +2 +4 =21 88 15,662 -18 4 70 24,200 180 220 178
New England..... . 0 +12 -21 4 800 -8 -2 4 1,344 168 183 193
Middle Atlantie.. .o +23 -1 16 16 2,629 -9 +2 12 43276 214 289 201
East North Central.. . +2 +12 -21 10 2,411 -3 +7 & 3,673 174 184 185
West North Cemtral.. . -3 +10 -29 13 2,249 ~31 +5 13 4,313 122 270 201
South Atlantic..e.s... . +5 +10 -14 11 1,011 {x) (x) (x} (x) {x) (x) (x)
+3 -1 =20 15 1,894 ~-18 +1 15 3,74 198 247 1%
-6 +1 =17 7 1,195 -8 +6 B 1,549 179 120 177
-7 -3 -21 12 3,473 -23 +7 10 4,516 139 167 125
. -6 +6 ~19 162 62,4724 -3 -3 i35 140,381 263 256 285
i . Middle AtlantiCeeeeseveesss B -1 +11 -17 38 9,649% . -2 -3 31 16,782 200 205 228
: East North Centralie..... . -7 +4 ~24 23 10,609 -5 0 22 28,683 279 274 291
; West North Central.,.. . -16 =1 =21 16 10,689 wde -5 13 26,388 293 2511 - 302
South AtlantiCeeiieceess . +7 +11 -13 21 5,119 0 -4 18 11,792 251 269 288
Fant South Centralessssersrsiorsnrocrnes [¢] +5 -14 16 4,634 -13 -8 14 9,90% 239 272 271
West South Central ersenaveeisnsens 0 +2 =157 , 15 5,203 -1 0 9 8,789 28 278 276
Mountalneseeoness Creseesensiisrane -11 +9 -18 10 2,528 +2 +1 7 3,575 294 280 335
PacifiC.cunersacnosriasoieseseensssnrnnn -5 +9 -20 20 13,558 +2 -1 15 33,648 278 262 305
Industrial supplieBe.essescesassocenroancans =1 +2 =5 =3 10,629 +12 ~1 ] 17,058 206 194 219
Nev England.... =11 -3 -5 7 416 + -1 <6 1,103 329 278 321
Middle Atlantic =1{ - <1 -l 20 2,002 +18 -6 13 2,239 165 145 172
Fast North Central.e... -8 +2 ~10 7 1,384 2| 0 6 1,473 187 i85 212
West North Qentral.... -19 +8 =20 5 513 +11 -6 5 1,190 232 169 267
South Atlanblesseerees -3 ~5 -1l 11 9411l . +14 -1 10 2,332 252 226 242
ree +7 +2 -1 28 4,627 +18 =l 15 7,319 200 200 27
T b -5 +14 ~12 & 746 -7 +10 5 1,402) 207 214 213
JOWEIIY oo rerasuainevrasnosniosansrsassansss +3 ~2 ~19 149 6,260 ~16 ~5 87 14,132 305 3864 324
Nevw England....... +9 [4) ~18 8 369 ~27 +7 2 350 271 404 243
Middle Atlantice.... +3 -2 ~16 42 2,009 -4 -6 12 3,481 261 331 285
Fast North Centrales.. -3 -2 -2t 40 1,422 -1 ~10 26 3,671 312 3456 361
West North Central,. -14 -3 «25 16 840 -2l . -2 12 2,237 323 3481 223
South AtlentiCsesseess 7] 17| <14 7 318} (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {0
South Central,. +15 ~10 -3 6 138 =34 0 5 426 320 581 292
PaCifiCiarenreerassnsrosscntssoranrsnnon +32 +7 ~15 27 1,063 21 -1 17 3,002 319 544 343

See fooinotes at end of table.




WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Page 3
APRIL 1952

(Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations)

Sales Inventory, end-of-month {(at cost) stoe'k-sa}es
Percent change April 1952 panel Percent dmge,{ April 1952 panel Tatios
Geographic division april 1952 April 1952 *
and Pl‘ 4 mo. | Humber of from-- Numher of
Xind of business from-- 1952 | estab- | Reported estab- | Reported
from | 1ishments dollar 1ishments dollar Apr. | Apr. | Mar.
Apr. | Mer. 4 mo. report- values Apr. | Mar. Teport- values 1952 | 1951 | 1952
1951 | 1952 |(uns ing |(8dd 000) 1951 | 1952 g |(add 000) k
Lumber and building materials.............: ~81 +15| -15 771 _$13,062|| -12 =5 55) $12,748 1l 124 | 133 151
Middle Atlantic..i.ves.. . -3 +23 =2 18 3,399 +14 +7 E] 1,286 51 45 64
Fast North Central... -14 ~5 -13 10 838 +15 -2 ‘ 7 1,151 174 151 173
West North Central,.. -19 +5 -29 7 682 +2 -7 4 388 114 78 124
South Atlantices..... . =~10 +17 ~13 11 1,883 -2 =15 9 1,366 144 136 196
South Central.,. <19 +12 ~23 4 337 (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Mountain,........ PRy -9 +9 -15 7 2,407 +3 -4 6 3,865 172 156 190
PacifiCieicersnancvaens Chsereamraeae ven -7 +22 -19 7 1,492 -7 =6 [ 1,780 120 121 156
Machinery eguipment, supplies (except
electricallveavasos Cresnenacanen caeaeense . +1 +5 -1 46 9,371 +26 +6 34 15,401 199 150 192
New England...... 25 -3 | 12 A 33 (x) | () =) [€3) x) [(x) |[x)
Middle Atlantic,... . +2 +10 e 8 1,802 +9 +3 5 2,256 131 125 142
East North Central. . +33 +2 +25 12 1,910 +6 -1 9 1,855 173 156 163
South Atlantie., N +2 -1 -12 7 886 +6 0 . 5 2,311 284 273 273
South Central. weeee | =20 s3] -2 4 1,376l (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) |{x) 1(x)
PactiiCuseeneerenirirtnaseonassntasann +7 +8 +16 7 1,612 +18 +19 5 2,048 184 160 155
MetalsSieaesceiensenesnesnsonnans vheseeas “es +8 +1 +1 42 13,895 +34 +7 37 20,050 149 121 139
Paints and varnisheS.i.eeeeseceen.. Ararenee -13 +4 -16 50 5,994 -31 " =3 46 17,748 303 270 324
Plumbing and heating supplies............. . -9 +10 =16 132 17,693 -17 ~4 108 29,969 195 212 223
Nev Englande...vececvonnenne. .- . -12 -5 ~20 7 271 (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (=) (x)
Middle Atlantic...... aes -12 + ~-16 32 2,399 -5 <1 25 4,405 217 200 223
East North Central,,. con ~-12 +9 -19 13} 1,273 ~3 =3 1 2,959 266 242 298
West North Central... . =31 4 =37 4 1,107 =17 -2 12 2,797 274 224 290
South Atlantie... . -5 +12 ~14 39 8,352 -19 -4 38 14,015 171 202 200
East South Central... . 4 49 +1 11 2,214 {| (%) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
i UhE o 1 P [ ~19 +19 -19 4 1,078 f| (%) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x)
Refrigeration equipment, parts ( commercial) =3 +6 ~17 65 1,732 0 +1 55 4,270 296 283 328
Middle AtlantiC.eessess. Araeeaes +3 +12 -13 12 491 0 -8 11 1,148 248 259 302
East North Central. o ~1 +19 -19 22 278 =11 -3 17 789 372 407 472
South Atlantic..... see -1 -11 ~15 21 540 +12 +1 20 1,513 292 254 312
South Centralee.sesnsve.. eannaes cerenn +21 +30 +3 4 1974 (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (%)
Surgiecal, medical, equipment, supplies..... -3 +3 =10 38 5,307 =7 +1 32 6,846 140 146 142
Middle Atlanticise.essn. . 0 -1 +1 7 920 =13 0 5 802 106 121 105
i fast North Central. “ee -6 +2 =17 11 2,332 -7 -2 10 2,711 123 125 129
Soth Atlantie.... ‘e -5. +2 <11 7 730 ~13 +13 6 1,080 152 163 136
South Centraleeeeeeseenenanass erenean “e 0 +21 4 4 517 +4 +2 ] . 4 775 150 145 179
- BeOT e riaivcnnronnatsnennianinonaannn saesee . +12 +17 +2 38 1,807 +10 +2 34 942 56 57 65
Middle Atlantie aavens . +16 +23 +9 7 346 +27 +1 6 116 341 31 42
.East North Central... . +14 +16 .47 12 572 +14 ~3 1 260 48 48 57
West North Central. . +18 +15 +19 4 60 +2 -10 4 &0 100 116 129
South Atlantic.. . +9 +11 +6 5 388 +6 +19 4 224 66 69 63
Pacific...... caresvsanacs cesecnn verann . +4 +21 +7 5 325 ~2 -2 4 207 T4 7 93
Chemicals, industrigliseiceccuaeeaeinernnns -26 -1} -21 16 2,538 +10 +3 11 1,821 87 58 84
Clothing and furnishings (except 8hoes).... +2 -2 ~17 23 3,159 '-13 -2 16 3,910 172 233 166
L P -9 ~18 ] 20 3,091 +17 +13 18 3,109 103 81 75
[0 ENC R AT 1o o O O . +13 0 +9 40 1,356 +10 0 23 984 111 115 113
Mlddle Atlantie.. . +10 +3 +6 9 388 +6 «1 6 225 88 89 96
East North Central vee -1} 411 +5 4 794 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Atlantic.... vesr s +11 -1 % 12 321 -4 =1 7 277 120 144 117
Bouth Centraleseeseeeanserasinrscocnnss +21 =1 +15 10 368 +25 +3 5 267 106 107 104
Dairy and poultry productSessaseeceeseenses +3 +6 2 26 6,845 -24 +4 19 2,110 35 49 34
Drugs and sundries (liguor excluded)....... +8 -3 +5 207 63,195 +3 -3 164 94,354 186 197 183
New Englandeceeeecesnesesecsnnroonsanos +14 -3 +3 14 3,144 +31 =1L 12 43534 180 199 177
Middle Atlantic........ . +9 -2 +3 28 10,765 +5 +2 | 20 11,635 174 182 167
East North Central,.. . +7 ~3 +5 28 10,622 0 0 21 13,528 164 178 160
West North Central.,. . +7 <1 +4 19 6,190 +3 ~3 16 9,220 176 183 180
South Atlsntic.... . +6 =7 +8 32 7,710 +4 ~L 24 11,052 190 196 180
Eagt South Central.e...,. . +3 -5 +3 14 3,389 +1 -2 11 5,321 192 197 188
West South Central,, . +6 -2 +6 34 8,517 +5 -1 28 15,989 223 224 222
Mountainea.eeas... ’e +9 -2 +7 13 2,724 +2 +2 9 4,634 212 222 203
2T i 2 +15 -1 +5 25 10,134 +3 ~1 23 18,441 183 205 184
Dry goodBeesesen. o] =5 =17 178 36,909 =29 =1 148 69,897 228 313 217
New England....... -6 +6 -2t 7 605 -31 +2 7 1,003 166 225 171
Middle AtlentiCeseee.... «20 -8 -29 44 6,034 -33 +1 33 8,843 243 253 232
East North Centraliecsesessaes +5 ~8 -1l 16 3,962 -~38 -3 16 6,337 160 270 151
West North Central....... -3 ) ~17 19 12,363 =27 -1 18 30,557 248 332 234
South Atlantic,..... +11 -8 ~11 26 3,941 =27 Y 21 8,103 224 346 209
Bast South Central.. +7 -5 «~10 15 1,468 ~21 =1 10 3,190 294 384 271
West South Central +6 ~7 -1z 22 2,690 -33 -1 22 5,545 206 325 194
Mountelneseesnans. =3 +7 -15 6 473 24 +1 5 1,311 309 392 317
PROI e, irairiiineanicasrannersienees +28 +9 =7 23 5,373 -29 -4 16 5,008 213 328 227
Farm supplies.s eerressernsvonsirennancsnos +9 ~-20 +5 18 5,321 ~24 =10 8 513 33 52 35
Fraah fruits and vegetableSes.vsvernersrees +10 +16 +11 62 6,335 =15 14 40 2053 26 33 35
+20 +31 +10 [ 390 -6 +15 5 31 11 15 14
+24 +30 +20 17 1,659 +20 ~15 11 225 23 25 36
+11 +13 +15 -4 1,622 -25 5 6 9 12 17
sesedtes +13 +9 +14 7 704 ~30 =21 7 167 24 38 33
South Atlantic........ ceane +2 +21 +8 5 316 +43 +4 4 53 18 14 22
Engt South Central..,.,,... ceen ] 423  415 +3 4 2404 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PacifiCiuaririciiinnrnnaens sase -3 6 o] [ 1,170 -23 =33 4 137 i3 16 20

See footnotes at end of table.
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GECGRAPHIC DIVISION

APRIL 1952
(Data are shown by geographic div? sion, vhere‘possible without disclosure of individual operations)
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sale-
Percent change April 1952 panel iPercent change) April 1952 panel
Geographlc division April 1952 -
and April 1952 | 4 po, | Number of ted p;rqm-- Number of
kind of business frome- 1952 estap- | Reporte estab~ | Reported
from | 1ishments dollar 1ishments dollar Apr. | Apr. | Mar.
Apr. | Mar. 4 mo.| report- values Apr. | Mar. report- values 1952 @ 1951 1952
1951 | 1952 19512 ing (add 000) 1951 | 1952 ing (add 000)
Groceries, totalesessces.. seesenasreseseas | +13 42 +4 906 | $147,231 -7 =4 728| $159.756)| 1391 e8| 142
Nonaffiliated full-line vholesalers4..... 413 +4 44 570 61,642 -8 -4 482 71,124 138 169 149
New England. vaveerass terseenensenns 0 +14 -5 7 1,394 -23 -7 5 2,403 194 249 241
Middle Atlantic,. .. +22 +9 +6 17 2,074 +1 -5 10 2,130 145 17 166
Fast North Central.. cenesens +17 1t} +6 142 13,041 -13 -9 136 16,343 137 184 156
West North Central....... +10 +8 +1 64 6,788 -7 o] 54 8,363 143 168 157
South Atlanticesssecssaes +13 +5 +6 69 8,503 -2 0 41 7,803 131 151 138
East South Centrali........ +11 0 +1 39 4,843 =12 -8 31 4,798 123 155 133
West South Central.ecs... .o +12 +4 +5 109 13,939 -2 -1 86 14,728 137 155 143
Mountain..... +8 +6 +4 25 2,464 -10 +1 24 3,492 148 176 154
Pacific.ecusnaess +12 +4 +2 98 8,596 -9 -5 95 11,064 136 167 147
Voluntary~-group wholesalerSee.sess s +14 4 +5 208 60,027 -8 -3 158 65,598 144 175 153
New Englandeceeecsearescencecessan +27 +9 +9 " 10 3,510 +1 -1 8 2,181 121 155 128
Middle AtlantiCecissereisonensees +11 +3 +2 40 14,026 =101 -3 27 15,782 154 184 162
East North Central.. +16 [¢] +9 &7 11,839 -5 -7 32 8,990 114 140 125
West North Central.... +14 +7 +3 69 17,300 -9 -2 69 27,339 158 199 173
South Atlanticiessvas. +13 +4 * 4 13 2,942 -2 -6 7 1,935 119 137 132
Pacific 420 +15 +9 17 5,575 (x) (x) (x) (%) (x) (x) (x)
Retailer-cooperative warehouses..eaeessos +16 -5 +10 23 10,164 -8 -9 15 5,574 104 133 119
Specialty 1ines wholes8lersS.esesceeessees +10 -8 41 105 15,398 0 =4 73 17,460 145 159 139
cNew England.ee.iceceseseassacranaansasss . 48 -13 +10 6 249 +23 +8 4 100 53 47 42
Middle Atlantic..... asens +18 +9 +1 26 45249 +7 -5 i5 3,584 104 117 122
East ‘North Central . +11 =7 +6 12 926 -2 ~8 7 282 68 - 81 71
South Atlantic.... .o +12 +7 +5 18 2,063 +15 -4 12 1,731 97 9% 110
East South Central.ssecieivesensescnnas +8 -1 49 4 5671 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
West South Céntral.. -4 +7 -7 5 342l (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) 1(x) |(x)
=T 5 1 N +2 -25 -2 28 5,939 -& -5 25 10,188 223 237 171
Leather and shoe findingS..eeceecesecssnees =1 +16 =11 29 606 =10 0 16 1,207 367 415 417
Middle AtlantiCeecssvsesescrsasanns A -1 6 481 (%) (x) {x) (x) {x) {x) (x)
East North Centralsieeessss.. +12| 413 -4 5 w01 (%) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
West North Centralie..... +5| +13| -l0 5 6ol (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PACILICeversrensann I 7| s14| -4 7 3090 (x) | (%) (x) (x) (x) 1(x) |(x)
Meats ‘and meat products. -1 +3 -1 41 24,153 =11 -7 36 10,344 52 62 60
Middle Atlantic... +2 +11 ~1 11 4,362 ~13 -10 11 2,112 48 57 59
East North Central.. +10 +17 +2 13 10,240 =23 ~10 12 5,080 52 76 68
PacifiCe.ecinsvinens ceeranenas S -8 -1 +4 5 4,114 +30 -3 4 920 37 33 "8
Paper and its productSiecccrcescvscccacsones =6 4] =11 64 9,398 +15 +2 41 9,948 152 125 L
New England.ec.eesss -8 -6 -9 5 305 +9 ¢] 4 395 226 210 224
Middle Atlantic.,... -6 -6 -9 a7 2,837 +#3 4] 11 2,176 125 ™ 118
East North Central.. -6 +2 -13 18 3,516 +14 0 12 3,311 114 95 117
West North Central -10] +10| -15 4 3141 (%) {x) (x) {x) (x) (x} (x)
South Atlantic.,.. wdy +8 -13 6 80401 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
West South Central....... -2 +1 -7 4 306) (x) (x) (x} (x) {x) (x) (x)
PacifiC.iesceecnesssncinnn -5 +5 -9 7 1,099 0 +10 6 2,296 269 262 257
PelrOleUWleeennsssrannonnsasanss +2 0 +1 28 5,852 +3 +11 28 5,336 91 90 82
+20 -8 0 35 28,243 +4 -2 32 70,153 251 286 234
+12 ~48 +3 288 42,111 +9 i 180 16,803 61 63 67
+12 49 +6 36 3,305 +4 +1 14 739 58 64 62
Middle Atlanticeecseaseas . +8 +8 +3 57 13,466 +13 =3 34 7,023 71 68 79
East North Centrél....ccsensss +15 +12 +5 71 8,375 +8 -7 43 2,770 56 59 68
West North Central.eseseveseeass 417 +10 +7 41 5,248 +9 +8 28 2,362 58 63 60
South Atlanticeeeecnronss PR +12 +3 +9 27 5,464 +5 -1 21 2,506 56 59 57
East South Centrale.essiossssaces +25 +7 +18 11 1,585 ~1 -5 6 556 Lra 55 49
West South Central..... 21 +10 +11 24 2,328 -7 -2 8 449 39 55 46
Mountaifeeseseeneesnnss +10 +3 -4 6 179 -6 «1 5 102 63 72 68
Pacific...... +5 +7 (¢] 15 2,161 -8 -8 6 296 51 56 €0
Wines and spirits®. +20 =3 =3 290 90,019 =21 -4 234 116,438 158 238 162
426 +28 -7 21 5,546 -2 +3 15 3,825 122 160 141
+17 +8 =12 50 29,380 -27 -9 46 32,001 133 206 158
+14 2] - -9 e 10,727 =16 -3 31 13,073 141 195 152
+19 «10 -4 33 6,710 -24 -7 27 9,563 187 297 200
+28 +2 +11 39 12,065 -8 | -2 37 16,545 141 198 149
+28 +11 +7 14 3,165 =11 -8 i1 4,461 169 250 209
+18 10 +12 38 8,821 -14 +3 32 16,497 205 281 178
Mountaineeeescsiooseneensorsnas +5 «10 0 14 2,358 ~7 +6 13 3,462 151 77 X7
PaCifiCesenrerssonteserraserssnsscssres +26 ~29 -3 37 11,247 -3 -3 22 17,011 236 425 167
MigCellaneoUSs s cerseressaassosvovesnsanne 0 +1 +2 42 7,823 +19 +2 30 8,195 e 115 144

X Insufficlent data o show separately.

1 stock-sales ratios are pereentages derived by dividing stoecks,

inventories in conjunction with gales.
to trade.
2 Includes reports recelved too late for
3 The United States total and

at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting

No adjustment is made in these calculations for the mark-up of sales, which varies from irade

inclusion in previcus monthly trends.
totals for some trades include = number of establishments not assigned to a geographic division,

4 Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

5 Based on ‘reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "ljicense®

at the wholesale level.

Note: Percentage changes are computed on an unweighted basis by summarizing all reports recelved in time for tabulation. Since covers

varies by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data

shown may not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers.

submitting -data in each of the periods for which comperisons are made.

New England (Conn., Meine, Mass,, N.H., R.I., Vt.)

Middle Atlantie (N.J., N.Y., Pa.)

East Nerth Central (I11., Ind., Mich., Chio, Wis.)

West North Central (Iowa, Kans., Minn,., Mo., Nebr., N. Dak., S.Dak.)
South Atlantic (Del., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., S.C., Va., W. Va.)

States comprising geographic divisions:

East South Central (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)
West South Central (Ark., La., Okia., Texas)

They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers

South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined
Mountain {Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
Pacific (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)

States which do not have State .control or monopoly distribution

ge
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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential reports submit-
ted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,361 wholesale establishments in various
lines of business,

SALES

May dollar sales of wholesalers were down slightly (1%) from the level of the previous month, but in-
dicated no change from sales a year ago, However, cumulative sales for the first five months of 1952
lagged 6 percent behind the comparable period of last year,

Most geographic divisions reflected declines below April sales, the sharpest drop, 6 percent, being
shown by New England, However, the West South Central indicated practically no change from the previous
month and three divisions--the East North Central, East South Central, and the Pacific--reported small
gains of 1 to 3 percent, Although sales for the country as a whole were about the same as a year ago, five

divisions experienced declines of 2 to 4 percent and four noted gains of 3 to 5 rcent,
Most of the 37 kinds of business cgvered in this survey rgflected saties &)eecreases below April levels,

as well as under sales a year ago, Farm supplies, down 34 percent, showed the heaviest decline below the
previous month, Twelve trades, however, led by refrigeration equipment, indicated gains up to 18 percent,
while six trades reported practically no change. Beer and electrical appliances and specialties, each up 8
percent, were among the trades indicating gains, Compared with a year ago, declines of 15 percent or more
were experienced by industrial chemicals, fresh fruits and vegetables, and paper and its products. The

wines and spirits trade, with an increase of 11 percent, led the 15 trades reporting increases over May 1951

sales,
INVENTORIES

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers dropped 2 percent below the April 30 stock level and were
10 percent under stocks on hand at the end of May last year, All geographic divisions followed the national
trend with inventory declines below both periods, The East South Central division, which indicated the
heaviest decline (6%) below April stocks, shared with the West North Central divigion the lavgest drop

(15%) below a year ago. Based on the reports of 3,953 wholesale establishmenis submitting inventories in-

conjunction with saleg, the May stock-sales ratio of 1723 was 2 points lower than that reported for April and
%%% p(XnItf below May 1653,
TAX

Preliminary figuresz from the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report indicated that May sales of large.

retail stores were 6 persent ahove April and 5 percent over g year ago,

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Page 2 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINES3 AND GEQGRAPHIC DIVISION

MAY 1952

{Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations)

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month (at cost)

Stock-sales

Percent change May 1952 panel Percent change, May 1952 panel ratios?
Geographig division oy 1952 - M?y 1952
an Y 5 mo. | Number of] T Olie Number of]
kind of business from-- 1952 estab- | Reported estab. | Reported
from |lishments dollar lishments dollar May May Apr.
May Apr. 5 mo, | report- yalues May Apr. report- values 1952 § 1951 | 1952
1951 1 1952 19512 ing (agd 000) I| 1951 | 1952 ing add 000)
United States, total’iiioveecercaseres 0 -1 -6 4,361 | $794,098 -0 -2 3,353 $1,126,285 173 192 175
New Englane....conveccncasacan csiesesacenen -2 -6 -7 262 34,120 -7 -3 183 42,607 163 171 161
Middle Atlantic..... -4 -2 -9 794 152,934 -13 -2 584 171,725 144 160 144
East North Central.. -3 +1 -6 845 144,683 -7 -2 685 185,009 151 156 153
West North Central,. -2 -1 -9 531 102,534 -15 of 407 165,469 196 224 195
South Atlanticseccrvvencanes +4 -3 -3 526 88,114 ~11 -3 411 124,300 170 198 168
East South Centralesescesaesses +5 +3 -2 205 35,510 -15 -6 153 45,710 154 192 167
West South Central. +5 ¢} -1 408 71,136 -8 -5 323 111,408 190 216 197
Mountaineesssesose -4 -3 -7 178 24,742 -6 -3 148 38,769 180 185 179
PacifiCiesevvaccsiosorcisssasnoncsescaanones +3 +2 -6 562 111,569 -11 -3 409 155,852 183 209 190
Automotive suUpPpPli€S.ecesssecens Ceseresvrenes +10 +2 =6 381 20,155 0 -1 221 21,672 273 261 272
New England.eceicss avaseans +4 +6 =7 21 630 -10 0 8 480 279 199 275
Middle Atlantic.. -6 +1 =14 54 1,262 0 -1 49 2,956 276 257 281
East North Central,... *1 0 -5 75 3,830 -5 s} 59 6,795 267 276 258
West North Central.. +14 | T 2 -5 85 4,950 +7 -3 30 3,112 256 224 266
South Atlantice..... +28 +14 ~4 25 3,211 -1 0 18 1,847 290 302 318
South Central.... 425 +3 -5 15 2,482 +24 +3 8 1,538 271 204 250
Mountain.. +21 +11 -1 27 1,029 +4 -1 7 1,451 301 298 313
Pacifices.ieercrrasiarsncncsnscanivenes -8 ~9 -10 79 2,711 0 -2 32 3,583 288 279 275
Electrical group, $0%8leecavescnrncconranans =4 Q =17 69 142,259 =16 -k 626 240,878 179 207 188
Full-line wholesalers... =4 =11 -16 440 110,510 =14 =4 432 202,011 185 206 190
- New Englandeesescces. -12 -5 -18 33 6,086 =10 -3 33 13,458 221 218 215
Middle Atlantie.. ~13 -6 ~16 63 16,618 =23 -3 61 31,156 .91 215 183
East North Central -10 -3 -15 89 24,679 -5 0 87 43,284 177 168 172
West North Central.. -7 +5 =24 42 9,330 -12 -2 42 18,215 195 206 208
+8 +1 -10 63 16,346 ~15 -5 61 28,830 181 230 194
+29 +6 -6 28 5,743 -22 -9 27 8,720 155 258 180
+20 +h ~9 48 11,739 -19 -6 48 21,495 183 271 202
Mountainesseesescsrasne eesevsennasve ~14 -9 -21 21 3,561 ~13 -3 21 7,053 198 196 187
Pacific.icrvresereciesincnansenens PR -9 o 21 53 16,408 -10 -6 52 29,800 183 185 195
Wiring supplles, ccnstruction materials
AistribubtorSesee-vosnnsaccsncsonsannncnns =10 4 -4 136 9,954 -3 ] 25 11,244 153 142 144
New England.. -10 +3 +2 12 659 0 -1 4 275 210 206 223
Middle Atlantic... “ -10 ~12 <5 38 1,413 +7 0 25 2,046 187 157 159
East North Central . -12 -5 -4 29 2,772 +11 4 22 2,826 135 115 125
West North Central -6 +2 -7 9 1,019 =7 +1 7 1,285 236 203 207
South Atlanticaa.. -22 -3 -5 19 1,732 -14 -2 1 1,819 126 113 129
South Central.. +5 -1 +10 10 1,276 4 -2 -8 1,564 134 147 135
Mountain. ... +7 4 +7 5 4041 (x) (x) (%) x) (x) (x) ()
Pacific... -9 ~-13 13 14 679 -22 - 12 1,126 176 208 159
Appliances .and specialties wholesalers.... +1 48 -29 122 21,795 =32 =12 99 27,623 152 245 197
New England.esssesascnvonorenscassocscns +10 +3 ~37 13 959 -27 -17 10 1,007 150 226 189
Middle Atlantic.... . =23 -6 40 26 6,457 40 -3 18 7,775 192 285 214
. East North Central +3 +18 -36 20 2,410 ~35 ~20 15 2,829 137 221 222
West North Central... +16 +2 -22 16 2,220 ~45 -14 15 3,993 184 386 216
South Atlantic.... . +41 +21 -10 18 3,926 -13 =12 17 45584 132 209 18¢
South Central. . +26 +45 -5 13 2,114 -23 =12 11 2,631 127 211 210
Mountaine....... . +8 +10 ~14 6 816 -6 -4 6 1,529 187 216 216
Pacific.... . +5 +5 -13 10 2,893 -23 -12 7 3,275 117 163 141
Furniture and house furniShings.s...esseeess +6 * =6 -16 84 14,443 22 -1 66 23,071 186 252 178
New Englandesecesesasascioscsssione . -2 -11 =17 4 709 -8 -4 4 1,295 183 197 168
Middle Atlantic...... careaee . +8 =13 -13 16 2,284 -16 =1 12 4,234 235 311 214
East North Central. heeesen +10 ~-11 -16 9 2,043 =19 +4 7 3,509 202 283 170
West North Central. cvans . -3 -4 =25 12 2,087 ~37 =7 12 3,833 184 281 191
SOULh AL1ANtiCeesverornresenrereoncnsnn . 9 2] -10 11 9931 (x) (x) (x) (x) =} | () 1)
South Central... . +18 0 =12 15 1,885 =21 ~3 15 3,619 192 287 198
Mountain...... +15 +1 -11 7 1,211 -8 +5 5 1,729 187 230 179
Pacific..ccesercans seereeesecsresasarnre 0 -3 -18 10 3,231 -23 +2 8 4,196 139 179 133
HATAWAT . saesocaveonveroansssasiarsnsrsonane -6 0 -16 160 62,151 -8 -2 134 138,538 260 260 264
Middle Atlantie,. cesreensans -3 -1 -14 38 9,370 o] -3 32 16,658 199 194 202
East North Central. PP cae -6 +3 -21 23 10,822 -11 -4 22 27,765 262 281 284
West North Central. reehsseeere <19 -9 -21 19 10,059 -8 + 18 29,127 354 299 299
South Atlantic... [ -1 +2 -11 22 5,378 -9 -5 19 11,562 232 254 252
East South Centraleseessssscvesasoonnses +11 | 416 -9 13 5,329 18 -4 11 9,276 ) 192 | 265 | 235
_West South Centralicesesss. JOPN +2 +5 -12 15 5,469 -10 -7 9 8,165 248 272 281
| MOUNtEINe v et esnnan e neens -7 -3, -15 8 2,446 -4 -4 5 3,338 || 289 | 287 289
PacifiCesecerceisnsosrsocsasnsssnnaccnes -5 -4 -17 19 12,853 -5 -2 15 31,722 277 278 273
Industrial supplies.ceeccisroccrcaesoraocese =5 +1 -3 83 10,852 +6 Q &0 16,834 208 191 293
New Englandeecceeeceesse -15 +1 -8 7 422 +9 0 6 1,101 330 256 329
Middle Atlanticecccasvse -2 0 -2 20 1,816 +3 =3 14 2,288 160 149 165
-19 -2 -12 7 1,257 =7 -3 -6 1,436 192 173 188
~-18 -3 -19 6 643 +4 +7 4 913 237 172 209
-8 +1 -1l 10 782 +2 ~2 9 1,864 241 222 249
South Central...... +2 +5 0 25 4,847 +11 +1 15 73427 212 203 200
PacifiCaeiecsssconsasacssaasnas -8 -1 -11 8 1,078 o -3 6 1,805 194 184 200
Jewelry.aoouse +1 -2 ~16 152 5,941 -18 -5 87 12,681 292 378 300
New England... -7 -3 -16 8 358 -19 -2 &4 344 284 385 271
Middle Atlantic.e... +16 -5 -12 44 1,998 ~21 -8 17 2,787 217 352 251
East North Central... -4 -8 -21 40 1,247 -5 42 28 3,886 366 370 331
West North Central.. ~16 ~9 =23 17 708 =15 -2 13 2,219 347 3%0 324
South Atlantic.... -1 -9 -4 6 1934 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) | () ] (%)
South:Central..... +5 *2 -1 7 227) -38 -9 5 387 | 337} 5321 30
Pacific.icsecvecenens ceases tressessaian . -1 +1 -12 27 1,200 -26 -12 16 2,558 262 387 311

See footnotes at end of table.
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

MAY 1952

(Data are showm by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations)

Page 3

See footnotes at end of table,

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost)
Siock-sales
1052 1 ratios*
Geographic division Percent change May 1952 panel Pe;ﬁen}g(?;u@ May pane!
and May 1952 5 mo. | Number of R ry - Number of]
- i fTom-— o eported TO: " Reported
kind of business 1952 estab. dollar estab dollar Ma: A
from |lishments values lishments values l;';)s' 19%'1 1g§é
May Apr. |5 mo. | report (add 000) May Apr. | report- (add 000) 2
1951 | 1952 |19512 ing 1951 | 1952 ing
Lumber and building materialS......eeseeeson -11 -1 w14 80 $14,257 -18 -2 54, $12,528 122 140 122
Middle AtlantiC.eeseenssas -9 ~4 -4 19 3,395 +17 +3 9 1,322 58 44 51
East North Central. +5 +25 -8 R 1,635 -3 -1 8 1,264 104 123 128
West North Central. -26| -13| -28 7 596 [ (x) | (x) (x) (x) G =) | (0
South Atlantic,.. -20 -1 =15 10 1,803 +16 +17 8 1,523 165 123 146
South Central. -16 2| -2 5 977l (x) | (x) (x) x) x) | (0 | (x)
Mountain........ . ~11 -6 -14 7 2,274 -9 -6 6 3,634 174 184 172
E 32T & o -10 ~14 -17 8 1,471 =19 -1 3 1,755 130 173 120
Machinery equipment, supplies {except :
electrieal)..... =11 =10 =3 52 8,827 +17 =1 40 17,723 239 168 219
New England....... -29 -4 -16 5 405 +16 -1 4 1,161 409 237 403
Middle Atlantic... 22 ~20 b 9 1,460 -4 -y 6 2,172 158 127 131
+53 [} +31 12 1,917 +8 +2 9 1,897 157 177 173
+1 -2 -10 8 867 -1 0 6 2,318 307 297 284
~43 =17 =27 6 1,416 +52 0 5 6,575 472 170 386
-3 -17 +12 8 1,347 +14 ~6 6 1,971 202 171 187
13 -3 -8 ] 42 12,986 +41 +2 38 21,231 167 114 151
Paints and VAINiSheS.escrernrenusnsnsonennne -5 +7 ~13 49 6,371 -8 -1 45 17,522 281 289 303
Plumbing and heating SUpPPli€S....uvecsencsss =5 -1 =14 133 17,660 =17 -3 111 30,563 194 225 200
New ENglandseseeseensesunenns -6 +201 <17 7 3235 (=) (x) [£3] (x) (x) ) T
Middle Atlantic... -21 -2 =17 30 2,256 -6 -2 23 3,976 205 174 210
East North Céntral. -14 -1 ~18 15 1,289 -12 =3 14 3,472 282 275 287
West North Central. -20 +8 =34 15 1,321 ~17 0 13 3,131 255 246 276
South Atlantic....... +11 -3 ~10 38 8,140 -18 ~3 38 14,187 174 235 175
East South Central.. -6 +3 5} 11 2,286l (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) (x) (x)
PacifiCeeeeeeciicnanaennns ~20 -13 -20 5 1,069 §| (x) (x) (x) (x) {x} {x) (x)
Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial). +1 +18 =13 72 2,276 =3 -3 62 4,734 267 265 306
Middle Ablanticue.veecrocencnsencoinnsss ~3 +12 ~-12 15 415 -5 =3 12 522 224 220 247
-16 +12 ~18 22 310 -9 ~8 17 798 353 340 410
. =24 +43 =36 5 162 -18 0 5 451 278 258 397
. +8 +13 -10 15 525 +8 -2 15 1,312 250 250 288
does9] ae5) 416 4 3250 (x) | (x) (x) (x) ) | () | (=)
1 B i L P, -3 +7 -27 9y 205 -, +3 9 698 340 340 355
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies . =3 -1 -9 34 4,848 ~9 ] 22 5,872 132 140 130
Middle Atlantic....... . +2 +2 +1 8 948 -10 -6 6 841 107 122 17
. -5 b =15 pie] 2,23 -8 +2 9 2,774 131 35 123
. -10 -8 ~11 5 588 ~10 b 5 911 155 156 149
. +12 +12 <1 4 523 +2 -1 4 558 107 117 121
2L e =3 +8 +6 37 1,938 +31 +20 33 1,104 63 47 56
Middle Atlentic. +2 +17 +7 8 455 +8 -1i8 7 107 24 23 34
East North Central +5 +17 +7 pha 626 +25 +13 11 294 47 39 49
West North Central Ealy +21 +16 5 148 -5 0 &4 60 85 91 100
South Atlantic..... by =23 -16 -1 5 326 +76 +58 4 355 131 56 66
Pacific.ieivernnennas -3 +4 +4 5 338 +10 +15 4 239 83 73 74
Chemicals, industrialev.seeesvnsnusonnonnens ~17 o -20 17 2,531 +5 -3 12 1,779 83 67 87
Clothing and furnishings { except shoes)..... <11 -11 =15 23 3,081 =21 -4 17 3,995 196 241 157
Lo U N DY -1 -2 19 2,929 +13] 423 17 3,20l 113 92 91
Conf et OneT e nerriasnseeuinansoeesienronens +8 +2 +9 41 1,423 +6 -5 23 953 104 104 109
Middle atlentie,.... 44 +7 I3 g 3B +3 42 6 294 87 89 93
East North Central #12 +13 +6 4 1l (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Atlantic...... -1 +1 +3 12 325 .10 -6 7 260f 110] 120| 120
S0uth Centraleeessieeseanesesnsnionnnnns +13 -7 +15 11 408 +35 ~10 5 241 109 91 106
. Dairy and pouliry produets....cseeeceeenns.. -3 +2 +1 25 7,234 -5 +30 18 2,740 43 45 33
Drugs end sundries (liquor exciuded)....... . +2 -5 4 200 57,064 +3 -3 159 88,082 193 192 190
N?w Englandeeeee s iecinienaeninan. +2 -5 +3 147 3,002 +4 -1 12 4,500 187 180 180
Middle AtlantiC.em.essiena.. P +1 -4 +3 27 10,309 +7 -2 19 11,287 174 166 174
Eagt North Centraliviivecsiesssassss +1 -5 +4 27 9,894 +2 -1 20 13,075 172 171 165
West North Central..... +3 -3 +4 19 5,573 +1 -3 16 8,442 180 182 182
South Atlantie...... +2 -6 +7 28 6,130 +1 4 20 8,509 298| 198 191
Eagt South Central..... -1 -4 +2 15 3,280 -1 -6 12 5,065 189 188 192
West South Central....... 4 -4 +5 3% 8,199 +4 -2 28 15,630 || 225| =225) 223
Mountain. ... vuvnuess +2 -8 +7 11 1,645 +3 -2 9 3,853 (| 250 | 247 23
Pacific... +5 -5 +5 25 9,032 +1 -3 23 17,721 197 204 193
DIy €00AS1a0uanerneennasennnnnessnnnnnsernns -5 6| 15 174 34,096 .31 -1 244 68,032/l 239 { 325| o208
New England....... -13 -9 21 8 681) .23 | 10 8 1,044 1531 172 ] 154
Middle Altnatic..... ~20 0 -27 45 6,027 =28 +3 33 8,980 238 251 245
East North Central 2| «w0] -10 16 3,36 -3 41 16 6,102 84| 281 163
West North Central -3 41 15 18 1,797 | 30 [ 17 30,1381 25| 356 | 247
South Atlantic.... 0 =71 - -9 23 3,55 || - -29 -2 18 7,629 | 237 333 221
East South Central,. =7 ~61 -9 140 1,267 -31 -4 9 25730 310 365 300
West South Central ] =61 " =10 |- 21 2,391 =34 -1 21 5,285 2221 337 212
Mountain. vu...... -6 -1 2% 5 2 -25 =1 5 1,302) 309 388 309
+15] .13 -3 24 4,635 <36 -2 17 4,822l 2481 3941 215
Farm supplies....oocesveiiiiiicnnnntennnnnnn | =111 .-34 +2 18 3,693 11 423 -8 9 844 49 43 0
Fresh fruit; and vegetables. feveian. =16 +4 4 60 5,845 =37 ~38 38 722 20 29 25
N?w England.,. [REERE -3 +10 +7 5 299 -11 0 5 3 10 1 11
Middle Atlantic.. -17 -9 1 411 16 1,206 -3] -3 9 28 6 6 10
East North Central. -26] 426 +3 13 1,524 || -39 -7 6 25 7 10 9
West North Central, -15 -5 +7 6 670 -12 +5 6 175 26 25 24
South Atlantic, e -11 -1 +4 5 312 +9 -30 4 37 14 11 18 .
East South Centr: ceeeeas R T 0 -2 6 34510 (x) | (%) (x) (x) (x} | (x) 1 ()
ot 2 T 4 =7 -1 6 1,090 ~551 "-13 4 119 1 25 13
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY XIND OF BUSINESS AND GECORAPHIC DIVISION

(Data are shown by geogrephle divielon, where poasible without diaclosure of individual operations)

Bales

inventory, end-of-month (at copt)

Stock-gales

Percent change May 1952 panel Pexoent chevge, May 1952 panel ratios®
Geographic division T May 1952
and May 1952 |5 mo, | Number of| po . . frome-m Number of | oo o
kind of business from-- 1952 estab~ P estab~ P
from | .lishments dollar Iishments doliar Yoy Yay Apr,
May | Apm. by reporte values May | Apr. report- values 1952 | 1951 | 1952
1951 | 1952 195t ing (add 000) || 1951 | 1952 ing (add 000)
Oroceries) t0f8Liasesoesvsnssnsesnsunsnseoes +51 42 +5 889 | - $143,886 ~8 —4 7071 _$147,696 | 134 | 153 142
Nonaffiliated full-line wholesalers®...... +1 [} 43 562 60,619 =10 ~6 468 65,482 132 148 139
New Englandeseesssscecssronrveivnnsnrenes ~3 +8 ~4 8 1,640 a5 -6 6 2,365 160 209 186
Middle Atlantlio... rreeee +6 +2 +6 20 3,019 -5 ~5 13 3,172 131 148 143
Fast North Central..... +3 -1 +6 134 10,709 -12 ~8 125 12,700 137 160 146
West North Central.es.. w3 +2 0 60 6,476 =13 -5 46 6,952 139 15L 48
South AtlantiCeevesrcecrnsrsavrene . +2 0 +5 66 8,545 -3 -6 41 7,559 122 128 120
Bast South Centralsseesssreesssine -1 =1 0 40 44645 =12 ~2 30 4,143 121 135 122
Weat South Centraleesvesescosssves +3 ~1 +h 211 14,295 ~10 -9 88 13,881 125 142 135
Mountalineseevsasenes +1 +5 + 26 2,710 -9 -3 25 3,696 140 154 151
- U R T RSN +1 -1 +2 a7 \ 8,580 -8 o} 94 11,014 136 149 134
Voluntary-group wholesalerBesssseesrceseses 19 = +6 202 58,088 -8 ~3 154 59,109 135 159 147
New Englandeseevsrscnsse +6 -l +9 10 . 3,460 +1 -6 8 2,061 112 125 121
Middle Atlanticcsovscessns +2 +1 +2 36 11,416 =13 ~7 25 12,633 161 7 174
Eagt North Centralessvercersescnnrsaness +12 +5 +10 49 12,760 =5 -2 34 9,056 106 125 113
West North Centraleecessss sseseisvsanes +8 +3 +4 70 18,236 -8 1 70 27,507 151 176 157
South AtlantiGeeseeeses esvestranass o o +3 13 2,951 o} ~2 7 1,892 115 114 119
PaoifiCeseriovrernonsvsevassrssnvevsonns +26 +16 +13 18 6,966 -7 «5 4 2,607 77 128 116
Retailer-cooperative WOTEHOUBEE e s s vrsravee +10 +3 +10 22 10,3%6 7 +2 15 5,678 102 118 102
Specialiy lines wholesalerBeeiscrrvensrnns 46 Q +2, 103 34,823 -1 4, 70 172427
New EnglonGeevescereossnscscasvassnsvies ~14 —d +4 3 . 191 +49 +9 4 109 €0 34 53
Middle AtlantiCeecencssarinnvae +4 ~12 +2 24 3,327 -14 -3 13 3,355 134 162 117
Enet North Centralessesvveveonce +6 +7 +6 0 755 +2 -3 5 267 7% 75 T4
South Atlanticseevesesvsreroonen ~3 -8 +3 12 1,952 +9 -6 12 1,634 101 97
East South Central,.. +1 =3 +7 6 e42| (x) (x) {x) {x} (x) {x} (x)
West South Central.s. +8 +8 -4 5 3700 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) | () | (=)
PacifiCeessvsirsneraercerarsvranrsoiness +11 +11 0 29 6,680 +3 +5 26 10,711 208 231 221
Leather and shoe findings Q -2 =9 26 572 -8 +1 15 1,217 363 410 .1)6_{:_
Middle Atlantio, ... 6 -8 -2 5 334 (%) fx) éx; %) ix) {x éx
Eagt North Central... +3 -6 -3 5 95 Ex) x) X x) x; sx x)
West North CentTalieveccssssss +5 -2 -7 4 581 (x) Ex) (x) 3] (x X (x)
PAGLTLCs s euvrsinvanrasrnnnessesnsnisenss -3 ol w2 7 308( (x) X) (x). %) (x) | & (x)
Meats and meat Productfsecesrcissesreinrrans ~10 +4 =3 42 25,228 =9 -2 37 10,204 52 51 52
Middle AtlantiCecensscinrsrvivornsacanse ~19 B -5 11 %,108 =10 +5 11 2,224 54 49 48
Eapt North Central. re terareres -1l -2 -1 13 10,050 ~14 -3 12 4,946 52 53 52
PACILiCeiscrsresnsaessasnrsrrsrrnsensane +8 +14 +5 5 4,679 w6 -12 4 814 32 a8 n
Paper and 1t8 pProduetBesevrsservrrveesvainias ~16 -5 ml2 68 9,398 15 +2 44 10,308 165 112 153
New Englandesveressroservecsorsasssassne ~18 -9 =1l 5 289 +10 0 4 396 233 179 226
Middla Atlantit.eevevsersrosorcnerorenes ~19 ~91 ~11 18 2,654 +38 -3 11 2,161 138 8l 125
East North Cenfralesesesviessrsssnnnoere =15 -3 14 2L 3,889 +16 -l .15 3,927 124 87 120
-15 o -5 4 313} (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) Ex; (x)
“15| 8| -3 6 737 §x; (x; (x) (x) (x) x) | {x)
-11 ! -8 4 49| (x (x (x) (x) (x) | {x) | {x)
~13 b -9 7 1,056 +2 +3 6 2,373 295 272 269
PetTolotmesooesrrrerssrsasrrsnssrsrscesences 4 ~3 +2 29 5,727 -6 wte 28 5,134 90 28 | 91
Shoes and other £o0TWEATesseevrsssstrveanss o+ ~16 ] 35 23,697 -5 +3 3 71,540 305 3267 250
Tobaoeo Productbieeswsersrsessraserensronsors 14 +5 45 276 43,308 41 =4 158 16,328 s6) . 581 62
New Englandscesciersases +3 +7 +5 34 3,277 0 4 12 692 54 56 [
Middle AtlantiGeesssss +3 +10 +3 55 14,356 0 =11 33 6,569 60 64 76
Eagt North Centrlissseerssvsenes +6 +6 +5 66 8,474 -2 0 41 2,647 52 36 54
Veat North Central.. +5 +2 +6 4 5,362 +6 0 29 2,407 57 57 58
'South Atdantiteedss b +3 +8 24 5,054 +10 +3 18 2,280 57 52 56
East South Central,. +3 R +4 11 1,617 -3 -1 6 548 42 44 4h
West South Central.vsiesvressenaes +5 EX ] +10 20 2,005 ~1 ~5 6 317 38 40 36
Mountadteesrerrsserarersonvionase 42 +1 -2 7 421 ~28 + 6 258 64 920 62
PACLLIC v arreesrersrareonrorerosannnnnen] 4L +1b o+l 18 2,742 ~8 - 7 610 56 64 57
Wines and spirite®..eesisss D N 1 0 0 2741 85,567l 14 Q 217 111,259 1 1641 205 )
New Englandeececesreersesnsssavscensorari 4101 21 ~3 22 4644 ~7 +5 16 4,520 128 156 118
Middle AtLlantiCie.cerrrssersorersaarsres +12 -1 -7 40 26,759 20 0 37 28,074 | 132 1781 128
East North Centralesssecrsasessvesasenes +9 +8 ~6 &7 11,808 +5 +11 33 15,212 158 16l 146
West North Centraleescecesrcessevsrnenss +8 +24 -2 28 6,715 -14 +8 22 8,967 202 247 219
Bouth At1antiCeessseveersrnoraarisranans #5| -6 +11 38 10,403 -5 +2 34 16,516 1 172 190} 14l
FEast South Centralecicravesverinenisnaae 0 23 +7 14 2,339 +h +1 12 5,105 234 2214, 172
Waat South Centraliesccisescess . +B -1 411 38 8,8501 ~13| ~10 32 15,216 | 1891 234 207
MOUEEBLN s easnssenesrsvnnrossanonees 0 +5 0 12 1,863 -7 -2 11 2,818 1 1521 134 166
PBOLTLO e ssvirevnnerronernvesvonanrenn| ~#31] 437 42 35 11,985) ~33 5 20 14,831 | 2081 334] 25
M18COLIANBOUR s e errsosscrrvorerrnerearirece | =id 0 =1 41 8,233 4] =17 30 7,348 117 991 3%

X Ingufficient data o show separately,

1 gtook-salen ratios ave percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identlonl geaup of (iyme reporting invenborles
in conjunction with sales, No adJjustment 1s made in these ealoulations for the mark-up of sales, whioh varlee from trede to trode.

2 Includes raports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends,

? The United States total and iotals for scme trades include s number of establishments not essigned %o a geographie diviaion.

4 Not affiliated with voluntary or cogperative groups,

% Baged on reports swmitted by wholesalera looated in the so~called "llcense" States which do pot have State comtrol or monopoly distribution

at the wholésale level.

Note: Percentage changes mre computed on en unwelghted bagis by sumwerizing all reports received in time for tabulatlon. Since coverage
varies by kind of busineas and geogrephic division depending upon partlcipation of wholesalers in the reporting service, datm shown
nay not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers, They do reflect, however, the experlence of those wholesalers submitting
data in each of ths pericds for which comparieons are made.

New England {Corn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vi.)

Middle Atlentle (N.Jv, NJ¥., Pa,) -

Fast North Central (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)

West North Central (Iowa, Kans,, Minn., Mo., Nebr., N.Dak., S.Dak.)

South Atlantic (Del., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., 8.C., Va., W.Va.)}

B0 Y4

States comprising g;ographic divisions:

agt South Central (Ala., Ky., Miss., Temn,)

Weat South Central (Ark., La., Ckla., Texas)
South Central - East South Central and West South Central comblned.
Mountain {Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N, Mex., Utah, Wyo.)

Pacific {Calif., Oreg., Wash,)
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Sales and inventory trends contained in this release were compiled from confidential reports submit-

ted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,292 wholesale establishments in various
lines of business,

SALES

Sales of merchant wholesalers during June were at approximately the same level as a month earlier,
but reflected an increase of 3 percent over June sales a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first six months
of 1952 were down 5§ percent below the first half of 1951, :

By geographic division, there was little variation in sales from the previous month as trends ranged
from z slight (1%) decline in the Middle Atlantic, East North Central and West South Central Divisions to a
small gain of 3 percent in the Pacific. Compared with a year ago,gains of 2 to 9 percent were experienced
in all but three divisions, the Middle Atlantic and East North Central, which were off slightly (1%), and the
Mountain, which indicated no change from June 1951 sales. Only the West South Central Division,up 1 per-
cent, reflected cumulative sales during the first half of 1952 higher than in the same period of 1951,

Most trades-reported small declines below May sales levels, although jewelry, petroleum and farm
supplies, indicated declines of 15.to 22 percent., Sales gains were experienced by thirteen trades, led by
beer, commercial refrigeration equipment, and fresh fruits and vegetables, which noted seasonal increases
of 14, 17, and 20 percent, respectively, Compared with sales a year ago,electrical appliances and special-
ties reported the largest increase, 28 percent. However, cumulative sales of electrical appliances and
specialties were down 22 percent, the sharpest drop below first half 1951,

INVENTORIES ’ . '

End-of-June inventories (at cost) of wholesalers dropped 2 percent below the May 31 stock level and
were 14 percent under stocks on hand at the end of June last year, With the exception of New England,
which was up 2 percent, all geographic divisions reported inventory declines from the previous month,
However, all divisions reported stocks 9 to 17 percent lower than a year ago, Based on the reports of
3,221 wholesale establishments submitting inventories in conjunction with sales, the June stock-sales ratio
of 168 was 4 points lower thgn that reported for May and 31 points below June 1951,

RETAIL

Preliminary figures from the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report indicated that June sales of large

retail stores were 6 percent below May but 2 percent over a year ago,

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS——TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Page 2
' aee WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIG DIVISION

JUNE 1952
{Data are shown by geographic division s where pessible without disclosure of individual operations)
Sales Inventory, -end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales
Percent chenge June 1952 panel  lpercent chenge| June 1952 pemel ratios®
Geogrophic division P 1Q52' * June 1952
aad k ’ 6 mo. |Number of — Number of|
¥ind of business from-- 1952 estab- Reported from: estab- Reported

from {lishments dollar lishments dollar Juns | June | May

June | May 6 mo. | Teport- values June | May renorte values 1952 | 1951 | 1952
1951 | 1952 [7g20s | 7% g (add 000) || 1951 | 1952 Tng | (add 000)
United States, t0tal®...eevevavanenss +3 j¢] -5 4,292 | $788,226 ~14 -2 3,221 @.,040,660 168 199 172
New Englande.eevacenceacass “en +5 +2 -5 260 34,476 -9 +2 176 39,552 164 193] 162
Middle Atlentic.... -1 -1 -8 765 148,793 16 -2 545 155,964 139 162] 140
East North Central, -1 -1 -5 836 141,347 =11 -2 664 171,126 148 |© 1627 150
West North Central... +2 +1 -7 515 100,518 -17 ~2 387 153,476 192 2371 197
South AtlantiCiseseessreussecacrnnarans +7 0 -1 540 90,320 ~15 -4 418 117,506 160 204 167
Fast South Centralesesveceenssesss +9 0 0 211 35,542 -17 -1 152 42,229 149 199] 153
West South Central.e...... +9 -1 +1 392 69,860 -10 -5 294 98,308 177 2211 187
Mountedf.eevsavesennvanse 0 +2 -6 180 26,669 -9 ~3 145 37,108 162 1841 174
+6 +3 -4 543 111,579 ~16 -3 320 139,045 176 219} 186
+7 +7 4 360 20,181 Q -1 197 19,450 273 2711 284
New Englandes..cosve +14 | +6 -3 21 718 =15 ~4 ) 9 497 249 2911 293
Middle Atlantic..... P -3 +4 ~-13 46 1,034 +3 -1 42 2,495 288 271) 298
East North Central.. s +6 +3 -3 T4 3,503 7 -3 49 5,597 243 272 260
West North Central....... faase +12 +16 -2 77 5,441 +1 -5 21 2,353 257 242| 264
South AblantiCeseseveeass vavs +19 +5 -1 23 3,234 C#l -3 17 1,840 300 2891 311
enee o +3 ~4 15 2,520 +13 4 9 1,567 269 257{ 297
PRy +22 +19 0 26 736 G -2 16 1,173 314 35| 323
PacifiCesssesrsscrssvesasse .. +4 +10 -8 T4 2,809 +9 +3 30 3,634 301 267| 299
LElectrical group, t0taleiessssrvncrvosnsrees 411 49 =13 700 155,938 =28 ~8 25 221,427 151 232 180
Full-1ine wholesalerBecvssasrsvsernrerss 49 +10 ~12 438 120,156 29 =) 43) 182,953 154 2371 185
New Englandy cvesacesvrereoserrarcisoasne +8 +11 =14 32 6,524 ~24 -5 32 12,369 130 2701 220
Middle Atlantic.... . -6 +7 =15 61 17,335 ~37 -10 60 27,872 162 2431 192
East North Central...se.. . +2 +9 -~13 86 26,524 -22 -8 84 38,809 151 195] 179
West North Central..... B +11 +9 -19 43 10,175 -30 -10 43 16,501 162 255| 196
South Atlantic......... . +22 +13 -5 64 18,563 =28 -9 62 26,433 147 2511 182
East South Central.s... . +54 +20 +2 28 6,866 -33 -9 27 7,952 118 2711 155
West South Central,. . +41 +15 -2 48 13,467 31 -9 48 19,542 145 297 183
Mountaine . sveennes caseees . -3 +7 -18 21 3,817 -28 -8 21 6,464 169 228] 198
Pacificeeeivestrernaracrsancessnnanans -1 +3 -18 55 16,885 -28 -9 54 27,011 161 221 183
. Wiring supplies, construction materials

Aletributore..cveieroranss . -2 +3 =3 137 10,951 ~4 ~4 98 12,288 150 148] 158
New Englandsecs... B B +14 -3 +4 14 818 +6 +1 5 37 181 194] 179
Middle Atlantic.e........ . -8 +13 -6 31 1,242 ~2 -6 20 1,582 172 153} 203
East North Central..... . ~4 -1 -4 32 3,489 +12 -2 27 4,550 148 131} 149
West North Central..... . +30 +32 =11 7 1,115 =11 -8 5 769 148 202 224
South Atlantic...... . -17 0 71 20 1,747 -23 =10 16 1,747 115 122 128
South Central . +8 ] +11 13 1,390 =3 +2 9 1,608 167 182{ 165

Mountain,. . +11 -7 +8 5 374 4 (x) (x) (x) x) (x) (x) | (x)
PACIfiC, everaneccostacsnsoresiesinsnes ~13 -3 -12 15 776 =20 -2 14 1,337 174 188] 173
Appliances and specialties wholesalers... +28 +11 =22 125 24,831 ~30 -6 96 26,186 132 246] 155
Nev Englend.. . +26 -8 =30 12 1,280 -30 +1 8 879 140 287{ 143
Middle Atlentic..... . +12 +19 -35 26 7844 ~dd -12 18 6,972 141 266| 188
East North Central.. . +17 +5 -30 21 2,659 ~20 +7 & 16 3,547 161 2321 152
West North Central..... cermuras +31 +20 =17 13 1,924 -29 +9 12 3,207 168 310| 186
; South Atlanticesceeecerisnes N +61 +11 -1 19 4,360 =21 -9 14 3,706 105 224 128
i South Centralee... +69 +15 + 12 2,380 -27 -6 9 2,329 100 235 123
| . +46 +11 -6 g 1,316 0 -3 -1 2,220 169 2451 192
+21 -1 -9 14 3,068 -29 =14 11 3,326 112 194 129
Furniture and home furnishingSeessssesnnes +15 ~L ~12 g8 14,662 -27 4 70 23,233 186 291 185
New England.seeeesecnneeuosancssssnanen +4 +5 -14 4 742 -10 -7 4 1,209 163 189{ 183
Middle Atlantic. . +12 ‘0 -10 7 2,336 ~-29 -6 13 4,279 245 361 246
+19 -2 =12 9 1,998 ~24 +1 7 3,561 209 335y 202
+% ~10 «21 12 1,872 ~-38 +1 12 3,862 206 3431 184

+2 +2 -8 11 1,010 (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) | (x)
+38 +5 -6 15 1,976 -25 -6 15 3,415 173 3201 192
+24 ~1 ~7 7 1,193 -16 -7 5 1,612 193 264| 187
+13 +1 ~14 13 3,535 -28 -6 11 4,623 139 215] 149
Hardware,cveessouas ees teeeen -2 -2 ~14 146 58,402 -10 ~4 120 129,201 262 2841 267
Middle Atlantic.,.. . -2 -5 -13 28 8,015 -6 -8 21 14,190 207 2151 215
East North Central.. . +2 +1 -18 24 10,898 =13 -3 23 27,069 255 298| 264
West North Central.,. . =15 +3 -20 15 9,180 -11 -4 14 24,851 334 316] 365
South Atlantic..... . o -8 -9 19 4,669 -11 -1 16 10,734 261 290 238
East South Central. . +8 -7 -7 15 4,855 =22 -5 13 8,748 201 2811 194
West South Central. " +10 -2 -9 14 5,173 -11 -3 8 73541 263 323| 258
. ~10 -8 ~15 7 2,053 =2 +2 5 3,39 289 303] 289
. -2 +1 -15 19 12,803 -3 -4 15 30,458 272 273| =282
Industrial supplieSceccssvencas vaemeasraran -5 -8 -5 77 9,259 +1 =6 57 15,571 210 209| 210
New England.,..... N .. ~10 -8 -8 6 308 +5 ~1 6 1,093 355 306{ 330
Middle Atlantic.... . ~5 -10 1 ~2 19 1,801 +4 +2 12 2,196 181 169 158
East North Central. ISR =10 0 -12 6 745 ~10 -5 6 1,366 183 1841 192
West North Central . -9 +19 -18 6 671 -1 -8 5 1,177 202 182} 261
South Atlantic.. -8 -6 -10 10 741 -4 -3 9 1,811 249 242| 241
South Central... . . -1 -11 4] 25 4,322 =12 =24 15 5,634 16l 206] 212
PACITLC ssvesvsraerneresnannenennosnnan -17 -8 12 5 671 +4 ~3 4 1,301 211 170 199
Jewelry.seeenneennn seesrenasrren ererenasene +4 =15 =13 153 5,346 =20 -2 89 13,467 353 453 294

New England....... 12 +5 1 213 8 375 [ (x) (x) (x) x) (x) (x) | (x)
Middle Atlantic.... -1 ~21 -10 47 1,768 =25 -5 18 2,954 293 3641 232
East North Central. . +1 ~18 -18 41 1,141 -9 -2 30 3,986 405 4451 337
West North Central. s Q -18 ~20 17 622 -17 -1 13 2,370 445 545 344
South Atlantic..... . +23 +10 -9 7 358 =20 -2 5 15089 . 352 | 563 394
South Central. +4 -12 -2 6 172 ~29 ~2 4 249 290 4651 302
Pacific.. +12 -14 -10 24 890 ~28 -2 14 2,544 319 4841 272

See footnotes at end of table. !
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Sales

Inventory, end-of-month (at cost)

Stock-sales
Fer X s ratiost
cent change June 1952 panel IPeraant chonge, June 1952 panel
Geographie division Tune 1952 June 1952
" ina o?ngusiness From—— iggg. Number of Reported frofe- Number of Reported
i estab- estab~
trom | 1ishments dollar 1ishments dollar June »June May
June May 6 mo, | report- values June May report- values 1952 1 1951 | 1952
1951 | 1952 19512 ing (add 0C0) || 1951 | 1952 Ing (add 000)

Lumber and buiiding materials...........A... wh +2 =12 79 $14.02ﬁ =15 0 58 $12,925 124 139 124
Middle Atlantice..sesssses " =14 ~3 6 18 3,051 +17 +2 10 1,615 76 51 68
Eas? North Central... +1 O -6 11 1,455 -9 -6 9 1,188 95 17 104
West North Central..... +19 436 =21 7 811 +5 -2 4 368 97 85 145
Scouth Aflantic,, -1 3 ~14 11 1;815 ~4 ~10 S 1,436 15 157 160
South Central,.. -3 -3| -18 5 %45l (x) (x) (%, (x) (x) (x) (x)
Mountain...... -3 +14 -12 7 2,982 -1z ~F 6 3,379 145 165 14
Pacificieevneesiiarvanss +13 -3 ~14 7 1,322 +& +25 6 2,200 168 179 130

Machinery equipment, supplies (except

electrical)..a.. . =14 -5 -5 49 8,204 +17 42 37 17,7€¢0 250 178 242
New England....... ~-25 4 -18 5 389 +10 -5 4 1,149 418 266 409
Middle Atlantic,,.. -38 -26 <10 [ 2023 -2 -5 4 1,854 193 RS 147
East North Central. -1 ~23 +25 il 1,291 +13 +7 8 1,782 200 52 17e
South Atlantic,. . -1 =11 ~9 8 769 -5 -4 6 2,234 322 345 307
T O +11 +11 +12 8 1,572 +13 +6 ] 2,239 193 201 202

MetBlBaesarnnosraesirrsacarasonnosssnvansans +5 +3 +1 3g 13,029 +35 -2 36 19,562 152 118 160

Paints aNG VAINIANAS. e un i trnerrvarerssenes -12 b -13 £ 6,155 ~5 +2_ 45 17,889 298 275 281

Plumbing and heatdng BUPpPli@@ueeesansesersas =11 =3 =13 138 17,582 =18 =5 116 29,044 193 212 198
NEW ENGNG 00 ars e vaanbonssnnunsnennnssss 1 - ") 7 38R TS %) (03] ) %) TG
Middle AtdantiCessesrsreesnnnsnes ~17 +6 =17 31 403 =11 - a8 4, 1a5 193 183 3 #
Fast North Central...... Ceveersanuen 0 +9 -15 17 1,578 =161 -3 14 2,884 249 293 279
West North Centrél,e....s heeseranes -10 +5 ~30 17 1,516 -21 -5 15 3,272 232 260 256
South Atlantic., Caveesseraay -10 -7 -10 38 7,600 =20 -6 38 13,375 17 198 174
East South Centrel.e...... varies =15 -14 -3 11 1,977k (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) {x)
PacifiCii.evannns ereeseeetiriasaeaas ~24 s} =20 5 1,067 (x) (x) {x) (x) {x) (x} {x)

Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial), +19 +17 -8 69 2,444 ~11 -9 58 3,954 213 286 284
Middle Atlantiu‘....................... +33 +18 wdy 14 762 -14 «9 11 993 79 288 239
Eagt North Centralissieieisrescverrenees +14 +41 ~12 21 375 «14 ~& 1€ 663 252 344 388
South Atlantice s iiiirienaenas, . +25 +29 -5 18 55) +7 iy 18 1,078 196 228 263
Pacif.c....-............................ +5 ~1 «21 ¢l 240 ~15 ~11 8 571 290 380 332

Surgical, medical, equipment, suppliea., ] i3] -8 35 5,068 wd +1 32 6,644 140 148 143
Middle Atlanticessessnseesiensernns -2 ~10 [§] 8 856 +12 +16 [ 977 140 120 107
East North Central......, +7 +5 ~12 10 2,214 -6 0 9 2,539 121 138 127
South Atlanticeucsereininanennnnas «10 -2 11 7 762 4 0 7 1,369 178 177 212

3= +8 +14. +6 35 2,043 +15 -6 32 1,005 52 51 &4
Middle Atlantic... +17 +15 ) 7 438 ~13 -5 ) 94 21 28 25
East North Central.,. 116 +8 +8 1n 675 +23 +5 11 303 46 43 47
West North Central,,. +23 +20 +17 4 85 ~14 =2 4 59 59 100 85
South Atlantic....u. -6 +35 -2 5 440 +16 -23 4 272 72 62 131
BT & i £ -7 +1 +2 4 271l (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) {(x)

Chemicals, industrialeiesi'iveeesescesesensns -12 +8 ~19 14 2,688 ~1 -3 10 1,768 T4 68 84

Clothing end furnishings (except shoes)..... +15 -7 =12 23 2,655 -7 +30 14 3,493 232 270 157

[0 3 . 47 +7 -13 20 3,271 -2 +26 18 4,789 152 83 127

CONTEETIONETY 1 s s v enernnrnnsnnsnnsernesnnnns +4 -5 +8 38 1,332 ~3 -7 21 796 103 111 107
Middle Atlantic.‘.... e ~6 +4 6 332 +12 +1 4 204 100 85 91
East North Central,, +1 ;1 +5 4 105) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x}
South Atlantic.... +1 0 +2 11 306 -24 =17 7 216 90 119 116
South Central.ese.isrsveecieneeninnas . +5 ~12 +13 11 359 +3 =10 5 217 103 117 109

Dairy and poultry productS....cesse... PR, ~6 ~7 o} 27 6,885 +4 +27 19 3,712 59 54 44

Drugs end sundries (liquor excluded)4,...... +5 -2 +5 206 58,3631 (%) (%) (4 (%) (4 (*) (&
New England.eeservoncreernens N +9 [§] A 13 2,889 |
Middle Atlantie, . +4 ~2 +3 26 10,009
East North Central.. .. +2 0 +4 27 9,940
West North Central.. . +3 =1 +4 20 5,748
South Atlantie,..... e +5 -4 +7 31 6,876
East South Central.. .. +2 -5 +2 17 3,333
West South Central.. .. +6 -4 +5 34 7,847 '

Mountain,, . veee +5 =1 +6 12 24524
PACIfiCeasssrrnnnnnns e, +8 +1 +6 26 10,269\ (%) | (% (%) ) (G ROENC

Dry goodSececeenanracens Paereiaetacarentanns -1 -1 -13 172 33,297 ~30 +3 142 68,229 246 341 237
New England,... . +2 -1 -18 g 671 «29 -9 8 945 141 202 153
Middle Atlantic... . ~12 ¢] ~25 46 6,156 ~31 -2 34 9,236 210 284 238
East North Central., . +2 +81° -8 15 2473 -34 +5 15 5,847 168 260 17,
West North Central,. N -5 -5 ~14 19 11,224 -28 +4 18 31,253 279 368 255
South Atlantic...... +3 -8 -8 24 2372 ~26 +5 18 8,048 269 371 235
East South Central., -6 ~10 ~9 15 1,206 =21 +2 10 3,322 363 443 300
West Souih Central +3 -3 -9 18 1,772 =31 +1 18 3,771 213 318 204
‘Mcuntain, . . 0 +2 -12 4 381 ~24 -1 4 1,178 309 406 318
Pacific.....u.. bereneaeenaaans FRTTE T +25) +13 +1 23 5,042 ~41 4 17 4,629 234 416 243

Farm supplieSee.ceivnca.. e e s -8 -22 +1 18 2,685 +12 -2 El 582 46 48 41

Fresh fruits and vegetables.. vvveeerensenns . +7 +20 +5 59 6,389 -29 0 37 675 21 31 23
New England.s.......... . +2 +20 +7 6 494 +26 +11 5 39 11 9 i2
Middle Atlantic.,..... . +9 +33 +11 17 1,613 +33 +38 8 36 7 6 )
East North Central.. . +14 +31 +5 11 1,939 -16 +23 [ 32 8 11 7
West North Central.. . o +14 +5 7 762 -8 +2 7 180 24 26 26
South Atlantic...... -2 +1 +3 5 316 +45 +22 4 45 164 11 14
East South Central. g 16 +2 -5 6 3514 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x) | (x)
TS o Cetveeeanieane, . +20 +4 0 4 s502{ (x) (x) (x) {x) &(x) (x) (x)

p

See footnotes at end of table.
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ge 4 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND of00RAPHIC DIVISION

JUNE 1952
(Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations)
Sales Invexfd;ory , end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales
. Percent change June 1952 panel Percent change, June 1952 panel rz‘atmsl
Geographic division June 1952
and June 1952 6 mo, | Number of | from-- Number of
o kind of business Lrom—- 1952 | estab~ Eﬁ‘ﬁ:ﬁd estab- Rﬁfﬁ:ﬁd June | June |May
June | May from | lishments values June | May lishments
. 6 mo. e _ - values 1952 | 1951 } 1952
1951 | 1952 bomo; T 1;3? (add 000) 1951 | 1952 rex;g;‘c (add 000}
Groceries, totalevscvsericorcesccanns sraneae +7 +1 +5 8991 $148,087 =5 -3 721) $142,086 127 145 | 132
Honaffiliated full-line wholesalers”...... +3 ~1 43 572 61,152 -6 -2 479 64,579 127 141 1 129
New Englandeeececscassssconcness . +6 +8 -2 8 1,763 -17 +1 6 2,397 151 195 160
‘ Middle Atladtice..ivesaes aes +12 ~3 +8 21 3,311 -2 -61 - 14 3,425 126 149 | 129
i East North Ceniral.. are +4 +2 +6 138 11,700 -8 =1 129 13,112 128 145 1 132
| West North Central.... +1 +3 +1 &7 7,353 ~13 -2 53 7,343 125 146 | 133
| South Atlanticesssvess . +6 =3 +5 67 8,622 =1 -2 43 8,011 fi* 124 136 | 123
| Fast South Centralie... . senny ~5 -10 .0 41 4,304 -ty +2 31 4,681 139 137 § 122
West South Centralesisses ersand +1 -4 +4 108 13,338 8 -5 85 12,834 123 137 | 126
Mountaine svssseseerssnsasrississsnsssies +2 +6 +3 . 26 2,866 -7 b 25 3,566 128 1401 240
; Pac?fic........-......................-. +7 o +2 96 7,895 +4 +3 93 9,210 124 1271 121
; Voluntary-group wholesalerssessssssesseses +9 +3 +6 201 61,195 ~7 b 133 53,092 1 122 143 | 131
New England... sevs +9 +6 +9 10 3,672 4 0 8 2,067 108 1201 112
Middle Atlenticeessass +6 +3 +3 38 13,822 -9 -1 27 9,779 113 130 | 120
H East North Céntralessses. +13 +1 +10 47 11,991 5 o} 32 8,273 106 128 | 108
: West North Central....... +11 +A +5 70 19,041 ] -5 70 26,185 138 167 | 151
: South AtlantdGesseas =2 =5 +2 13 2,801 +9 -2 7 1,908 137 108 | 118
PACLE L0 v astrrsrsnnaransosnercnssrsoons +5 +5] 412 17 g5t () | =) | (e {x) (x) | (x) |{x
Retailer-cocperative warehouseBessessessas +14 +8 +11 R2 11,155 -2 +5 16 6,104 110 135 | 106
Specialty lines wholesalerBessssssavivsase 49 -1 +2 104 14,583 -2 -6 73 16,311 14 A64 | 154
New Bnglandesoseesgescsssossoe “es -6 +7 | 5 204 | +60| 413 4 125 64 38| 60
Middle Atlantic..ssses;s . 411 +8 +3 22 3,380 ~9 =3 14 3,263 119 144 | 134
East North Central..sevescoenes . -10 -6 +3 12 206 =1 -3 [} 264 69 75 70
South AtlantiOeesessscrsrsesvesvsarssess -1 -5 +3 19 1,699 +1 +2 12 1,564 114 11] 105
Eagt South Centraleseseves -1 =14 +6 6 5521 (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) [{x)
West :South Central..... . -5 -2 -4 5 3450 (x) (x) (%) (x} {x) {x) |(x)
PacifiCesss . serevsnmnnarancarsronsnene +15 =3 8} 29 6,478 -2 =11 26 9,577 190 230 1 208
Leather and shoe findingsecescsescnsionssas -2 -6 -8 27 541 =) =2 15 1,194 376 446 | 369
Middle AtlantiCeeeesaesen .. -5 -3 -2 5 374 (%) (x) (x) {x) (xg (x) 1(x)
East North Central. . -3 -8 -3 5 87l (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x (x) {(x)
West North Central. . 4] -16 -7 4 4l (x) (x) (x) (x} (x) (x) | (x)
S T ] ) e 1 7 21 (x) | (= (x) (%) @) | (x) {(x)
Meats and meat ProduCtS.sescriacsrevcoensans =10 -3 -4 42 24,160 -7 -6 a7 9,628 49 47 52
' Middle Atlantic...... . —d +12 -5 11 4,585 ~13 0 11 2,242 49 54 54
Eapt North Central.. .. =11 ~10 -3 3 9,050 +2 ~4 12 4,77 56 49 52
South Central. . ~20 +17 ~9 4 3,285 (x) (%) (%) (x) - (x) (x} |(x)
PacifiCeenscces . -9 c +2 5 4,390 =21 -6 4 766 33 37 32
Paper and 1t produotSieeesesescrarrssrcones -18 -7 =13 66 8,637 +13 -2 42 9,676 164 120 | 159
Nevw Englendeesesssocasrons . ~10 +5 -11 6 324 +9 +1 5 456 208 190 | 240
Middle Atlenticsssssevnss . ~20 =2 -12 19 2,441 +33 4| " 11 2,084 141 87 | 139
East North Central.,. . -13 -6 ~14 17 3,172 +22 +2 12 3,075 119 841 112
West North Central. . ] -2 ~14 4 307 Ex) (x) {x) {x} (x) (x) [(x)
-13 -1 -13 6 730 x) &x) (=) {x) (x) (x) (=}
viease -9 +4 -8 4 4361 (x) %) (x) {x) {x) (x) [ {x)
PacifiCecirassrnirearsrasninncessasnsaee ~36 ~14 -15 7 913 +1 +2 6 2,426 || 358 214 | 295
PetrOleUNeessssossnsasesssrsassrrosnsaasnns 0 -18 +2 28 4,693 +28 +34 28 6,879 || 147 114 a0
Shoes and other foptWeAT sveseresnnrneecerss =4 -1 -1 36 23,589 ~8 43 32 74,085 317 332 306
Tobacco products... . +3 o] +5 290 44,413 +12 +11 170 18,724 63 57 56
New England.... . +4 +2 +5 36 3,538 +4 +19 - 13 1,167 81 83 &7
Middle Atlanbic., P -3 +2 59 14,299 +31 +23 36 7,772 T4 54 57
Fagt North Central. . 4 -1, +5 68 8,759 +1 +3{ 42 2,922 56 58 54
; West North Central. . +6 +4 +6 3 5,369 +5 1 27 2,399 56 57 59
: South Atlantic... . +10 +4 +8 26 5,6220 +1 -2 20 2,416 52 57 55
i East South Central., . +16 +4 +15 11 1,688 12 +7 6 586 43 45 42
West South Central.. . +1 -2 +8 24 1,888 -2 +2 8 416 59 59 56
Mountaine.esessngaon . +10 0 [¢] 11 674 -16 +2 9 365 62 80 61
PACIFICesseacoccssersaascssssasnrrsrnn . 4 -6 0 18 2,576 -1 +h 9 681 &7 62 58
Wines and spiritsﬁ. seesiasenene werseeanrasene +6 -7 +1 263 75,127 ~10 =1 214 108,226 175 203 | 164
New England.... . +10 +10 -2 19 4,558 +5 0. 14 4,204 129 157 | 142
Middla Atlantic.,. . o] -~13 -6 4 21,9504 -12| . 46 42 39,018 ] 1s5] 175 129
East North Central.. +1 =12 -5 40 9,898 +5 #1 28 14,387 174 170 | 157
West North Central.... +6 | -9 -1 26 5,146 =7 +1 21 7,876 252 271 211
South Atlanticeescscs. +8 -5 +11 42 10,127 -4 -5 40 16,030 162 183 | 163
East South Central.. 0 o +6 12 2,185 +20 +9 11 5,218 266 217 | 242
1| -20] <40 351 6,553 -9] -10 29 13,498 || 215| =240| 190
41 43 +1 13 2,452 47 -3 12 3,404 | 139 130 148
+28 +7 46 32 12,258 | ~33 -8 17 13,891 ] 190| 328 219
MABCEL1ANEOUS e e eesnvsooornraresrenassnssass| =131 =12 -3 b 7,626 +81 43| 30, 7,558 b 156 137| 117
x Insufficient data to show separately.
1 stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories
in conjunction with sales. No sdjustment is made in these caleulations for the mark-up of gales, which varies from trade to trade.
2 Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.
3 The United States total.and totals for some trades include a number of .establishments not assigned to a geographic division.
4 7o be published in the June issue of Trends In the Drug Trade.
5 Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups. -
¢ Baped on reports submitted by wholesalers located ih the so-called "license” States which do not have State control or monopoly distribution
at the wholesale level, : .
Note: Percentage changes are computed on an unweighted basis by summarizing all reports received in time for tabulation. Since coverage
varies by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown
H may not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers. They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers submitting
i data in each of the periods for which comparisons are made. -
H States comprising geographic divisioms:
: New England (Comn,, Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vt.) - Tast South Central (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)
Middle Atlantic (ﬁJ. , NoX., Pa.) West South Central (Ark., lLa., Okla., Texas)
East North Central (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) . South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined.
West North Central(Iowe, Kens., Mimn., Mo., Nebr., N.Dak., S.Dak.) Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
South Atlantic (Del., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., S.C., Va., W.Va.) Pacific (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)
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Sales and inventdry trends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submit-

ted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,362 wholesale establishments in various
éijr&xis of business, . :
ES

July dollar sales of merchant wholesalers rose 4 percent over the level of the previous month and were
up 13 percent above July sales a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first seven months of 1952, however,
were 2 percent below the corresponding period of last year, B

All geographic divisions reported sales gains over June, as well as over a year ago, Increases over
the previous month ranged from 2 to 9 percent with the South Atlantic Division noting the largest gain,
Sales were up8toi8percent over July 1951, the greatest increase being reported in the Fast South Central
Division. ‘While most divisions showed cumulative sales for the first seven months of this year 2 to 5 per-
cent below sales of the comparable period of 1951, three divisions indicated increases--the West South
Central (3%), East South Central (2%), and the South Atlantic 1%).

Of the 3% kinds of business covered in this survey, 23 reported gains over the previous month, 13 noted
declines, while one trade, paper and its products indicated sales at approximately the same levelas a
month earlier, Shoes and other footwear experienced the principal increase over June sales (27%), while
coal reported the sharpest decline (30%). Compared with a year ago, 27 trades experienced sales gains
ranging from a slight (1%) increase in plumbing and heating supplies to a 70 percent jump in electrical
appliances and specialties., Declines below July 1951 sales varied from 1 to 10 percent, with petroleum
noting the sharpest decrease.

INVENTORIES

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers on July 31 dropped 3 percent below the June 30 stock level
and were 14 percent under stocks on hand at the end of July last year, "All geographic divisions reported
declines below the level of the previous month and, also, under a year ago, The New England Division
indicated the heaviest drop from a month earlier, 7 percent, while the principal decrease below a year ago,
18 percent, was experienced in the Pacific Division. Based on the reports of 3,343 wholesale establish-
ments submitting inventories in conjunction with sales, the July stock-sales ratio of 157 was 12 points
%{)g'%z Itlkj__an that reported for June and 48 points below July 1951

Preliminary fi§ures from the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report indicated that July sales of large
retail stores were 15 percent below June, but at approximately the same level as a year ago,

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENICRIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

JULY: 1952
[pata are shown by geographic division, vhere possible without disclosure of individual operations]
Sales “ Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales
: Percent, ohange July 1952 panel  |lpercent chaned VLY 1952 panel ratios!
. Geograp&g divieion July 1952 |7 m6. |Nember of -T“J:Y 1952 lmnnher of A
LT 1952 tab Reported from-- tab. Reported I P
Xind of businees estabw dollar estab- dollar uly | July | June
fron  |3istments 1ishmenta 1952 | 1951 | 1952
July | Jwe |7 mo, Teport- veluea (fuly | June [ enont values
1951 | 1952 [1953° (aad 000) [1951 | 1952 ‘}’EL (add 000)
United States, total?eeeecrcscescecnnsl 4131 44 =2 4,362 | $6831.646 1| -14 =3 3,343 $1,059,603 || 157 | 2051 169
New Englandeeeseeessssoasnssssssacsnncnsnans] +13 + -3 263 35,728 | -14 -7 179 39,545 | 148! 194} 164
Middle Atlantice.. veel 413 + -5 780 155,506 || ~17 -4 570 156,629 || 135 179| 143
East North Central vensf| #12 +3 ~3 8571 150,927 «12 -3 6881 176,839 (| 240 178| 149
West North Central J 48 2] -5 52, | 105,050 | -7 -2 400 | 157,378 || 178| 232 2189
South Atlantic,... J 49 +1 543 97,924 | -4 -3 4240 116,906 f| ° 144} 196 | 161
East South Centralieses... +18 +6 +2 211 37,74 || -4 ~1 161 45,563 | 142] 198| 152
Weat South Centrales.... +16 +5 +3 406 75,527 -9 -1 320 106,646 || 168 217| 179
Mountaineesesesennsossnss 412 +5 4 181 27,767 || <14 =5 151 36,834 | 1501 199 165
PaCifiCisnesasoonnncnrnnda WA +2 ~2 547 | 112,230 || -18 -5 4001 139,048 | 164 | 220| ave
Automotive supplies... +16 +7 -1 363 22,323 4 =3 207 19,825 || 246 | 280] 264
New England..... .. +21 49 0 1% 751 || +26 0 7 418 255 | 194 242
Middle AtlantiCes.eess., +6 +6 | 10 48 1,169 -2 -2 45 2,637 )| 250| 269 273
East North Central,. 415 +8 ~1 Lid 4,345 | -10 -2 61 6,547 | 240| 295| 245
West North Centrale... +21 -1 41 77 5,486 -1 4 22 2,292 || 197 23| 234
South Atlanticee,.eesess 421 415 +3 24 3,767 -2 -2 17 1,623 || 286| 296| 296
South Centrale,.e... +17 +16 -1 13 2,931 +12 -8 8 1,570 233 260 274
Mountain. cuaeeseneos 47| 423 -2 26 905 -4 -5 16 1,116 || =267 | 326 34
PacifiCoscesecrrescanan +6 [}} -6 79 2,969 -2 -2 31 3,622 280| 301] 294
Electrical group, total.,.. +28 47 -8 708 | 168,037 | -35| -11 639 ] 199,139l 1281 250{ 151
Full-1line WholesaleTBasesvesessscvsosaoees] 4264 46 ~8 447 | 128,369 || 37| -11 438 | 163,455 | 130] 258| 155
New +17 +3 | -11 3% 6,959 || —36 | -12 3% 11,358 || 163 | - 296 | 190
Middle Atlantices...s.. +14 49 | 11 65 19,197 | -47 | -13 63 24,366 | 129 | 278| 162
East North Central,, 418 +5 -9 88 28,021 || -32| -11 85 34,997 {| 131| 227| 154
West North Central.. o 422 -31 -15 43 9,905 | -40 | -12 43 Y%,528 || 147 | 300| 162
South Atlantic.,.. +41 411 41 64 20,546 | -331 -10 62 23,840 || 119} 254| 147
East South Central... +64 +5] +10 29 7,759 || 38| 11 28 7,655 1 100| 266 118
West South Centraless.... +0 + +4 48 13,960 || -33 -9 48 17,760 j| 327§ 267 5
MOUNtaINe s s vavrensraananas 420 +11 | -14 21 4,218 § 37| -4 21 5,580 | 132 | 253| 169
L I ¢ 1 % | -15 55 17,604 | -39 | -13 54 23,371 || 134 244 | 160
Wiring supplies, construction materials .,

Aistributorsssses.. . 42 -2 -3 134 10,887 -3 -1 B 12,4231 1481 157 | 150
New Englanda.. <3| 13 +3 17 705 -8 -1 5 374 || 158 | 219 | 181
Middle Atlanticee.... 418 | +11 -3 28 1,231 -2 41 21 1,645 || ‘151 ] 183] 171
East North Central,,. +1, ~5 -3 32 3,410 | 411 41 26 4,562 || 166 | 158 | 154
West North Central.. +19 | 18 -8 7 904 | -11 -3 5 665 ) 158 | 187 | 135
South Atlantic.... -9 +7 -7 21 1,968 | -15 0 17 1,962 f] 113 | 22| 122
South Central, 47 1| 411 13 1,566 -3 -4 9 1,649 | 1381 1571 149
Mountain, ... FLYS +9 4 328 (0 | (x) ] (@ (x) x) [ 0 | ()
Pacificies.s.s -7 -3 | -1 15 750 | 15 -1 13 1,284 || 182 | 196 | 177

Appliances and specialties wholesalerseseef 470 | 416! <14 127 28,981 || -29 | -1 302 23,261 4 108| 2441 129
New Englande..eesssseeccsnssnncsssnseses] 495 | +31] <21 13 1,822 | -18 -6 10 1,491 90 | 245 | 143
Middle Atlantic. +75 | +32 | -26 25 10,308 | ~42 | -17 b2 4,757 || 1041 250] 131
East North Central, +62 +6 | =24 19 2,507 | ~16 +1 15 3,116 || 150 | 297 | 159
West North Central, REE-7 -1 | -10 13 2,145 | -30 -1 12 3,328 || 156 | 347 | 156
South Atlantic..... o 490 | 425 +9 21 5,155 | -25| -12 20 3,827 87| 216 10
South Central, +66 +2 | 413 1% 2,523 | -25 - 12 2,335 94| 209| 105
Mountain..,.... +40 +6 0 8 1,402 91 -16 8 1,860 || 1331 204 169
PACIfiCeurescsrcannasssnoscsarraccascane| +55 +2 ~3 14 3,19 | -35{ -23 11 2,547 85| 204| 112

Fumiture and house furnishingse....eceecesal 430 =5 -8 89 14,035 -31 -7 69 21,533 177 337 184
New Englandecssessseeessvoncnnesioncosns| 417 9 <11 5 693 || 1L 6 3 1,227 T L 183
Middle Atlantic, e +23] 13 =7 16 1,991 | -31 +1 12 3,982 | =258 484 229
East North Centralis...... +24 1 =16 -8 10 1,785 | -26| -10 8 3,400 1] 225) 4o2| 207
Yest North Centraleise..... +19 - ~18 12 1,611 42 -7 12 3,590 223 454 206
South At1antiCessecseseesserosnversseess] +11]| =30 -6 11 703 || (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Central,.. +62 | 418 42 15 2,327 -32| -12 15 3,011 | 129 309| 173
Mountaine....... +37 +1 -2 7 1,205 | -20 -5 5 1,532 | 191 =284 193
PACifiCoecersieeincacanrnsrencnrnrencnss| +32 +5 -9 13 3,720 | ~33 =7 11 4,293 || 121| =239| 139.

Hardware.,......... +6 =3 ] 12 164 58,865 | -~13 -5 128 | 123,269 || 253 | 307 259
Middle Atlantic.. +16| -I11| -10 36 7,672 -9 =5 20 12,960 || 233 | 284| 216
East North Central. +12 o -4 25 11,356 | -15 ~5 24 25,823 || 235| 309| 246
West North Central, -12 ~5 ] -19 15 8,948 | -12 -5 14 24,328 | 347 331 33

South AtlantiCee... 49 +5 -7 29 5,500 || <14 -2 25 11,823 | 245] 304( 261
East South Central... +16 1 4 14 4,810 | -22 -3 13 8,482l 192| =284( 201
West South Centralee... cesevasecenst #10 -6 -7 15 5,143 § 12 -2 9 7,800 || 244 | 304| 250
MountaiNeeseesnsrnesaes cened| -2 3| -13 8 2,315 -11| -10 5 3,063 281] 331] 289
Pacificeeseseeenas vesnens| 48 1| .12 19 12,744 || -12 -7 15 28,131 2481 306} 269

-6 -5 -5 83 9,551 -5 -5 59 14,8191l 205] 215 203

[ 12 -8 7 345 +2 -1 5 890 || 403 | 396| 365

Middle Atlantice....... ~7 -4 ~3 21 1,785 -6 -4 1% 2,222 179| 181 183
East North Central..... -1 -6 -12 7 1,139 -8 0 6 1,363 )1 187 | 202} 183
West North Central..... +2 -3{ -16 6 683 -5 0 4 839 || =238| 213| 195
~4 +2| -0 11 910 | -12| -14 10 1,851 ) 206 | 227 o247

4 -7 -1 25 4,022 -3 -5 15 6,273 | 1974 =218] 189

-7 2| -11 6 667 +2 +1 5 1,381 | 228 | 210| =229

#10 | 12| -13 145 45659 | -22 +4 82 13,336 || 387 59| 350

New England..... 31| =32 -9 g 256 | (%) [£3] (€3] (x) (x) (x) (x)
Middle AtlentiCee..... +2| -11 -9 46 1,481 | -24 +6 21 3,182 || 345| 5 289
East North Central..... +15 -6 | -16 38 1,031 | -19 +1 25 3,841} 418, e602] 407
West North Central..... +15 -2 -7 17 573 | -24 +3 13 2,229 | 430| e49| 438
South Atlantic.. +19 0 -6 5 290§ (x) | () (x) (x) (x) | () 1 (0
East South Central, +6 w14 +1 5 134 22 +6 4 228 374 576 307
PACIfICs v essvnsorerecernsnnncsnnsasans] +8] -20 -8 23 888§ -22 48 13 2,667 | 358 | 538 307

See footnotes at end of table,

373




VHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTCRIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

JULY 1952

[pata are shown by geographic dividion, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]

Page 3

Sales

" Inventories, end-of-month {at cost)

See footnotes at end of table.

[N ZEd

Stock—sa_}es
Percent change July 1952 panel Percent ch | July 1952 penel ratios
Geographic 4 r
B Pﬁd ivigion July 1952 |7 mo. {Namber of | oo b, || Y 1952 jmauber of Reported
frome-- 1952 estab- dollar from-- estab- dollar July | July | June
¥ind of business from |Mehments | I Lishmerrta | 50 1952 | 1951 [1952
July | June 1y uo, | repert- | ga"oon, ULy | Jwe [eport. |48 00
1951 | 1952 19812 | ing ) faom) | a9s2 |y, |(edd

Lumber end building material@eeseesssceccese +7 41 =10 81 $14.,587 -15 (4] 57 12,939 124 156 124
Middle AtlantiCesvvecenconensasns -18 +3 -8 18 3,217 +34 -4 9 1,520 73 40 76
Edst North Centraliscsecccscss +8 +3 -3 12 1,692 -17 -7 9 1,104 86 118 95
West North Central, . +3 w24 -19 7 613 +6 ~3 4 357 116 92 o7
South Atlanticses. . +5 ] +8 ~12 Il 1,967 +12 +17 9 1,683 177 159 156
South Central.. 5] L1 -4 5 934y (x) | (0 | (x) (x) (x) | (x) | )

. +14 -5 -9 7 2,450 -19 -4 6 3,261 146 203 145
PaclfiCessencecsnsresessvansasvosconence +45 +15 -7 8 1,664 -6 -2 6 2,163 Vbde 240 168
Mechinery equipment, supplies (except

electrical)se. +3 44 4 50 8,740l 410 -5 39 17,1864 2251 2041 248
New England,. ~-18 =10 -18 5 352 +9 =1 4 1,136 471 33 418
Middle Atlenticeesss -33 4 =13 7 1,105 -9 -2 5 1,928 184 134 197
East North Central.. +40 -1 +27 12 1,447 +8 -5 9 1,897 194 193 188
South Atlanticessess +19 -7 -6 8 715 ~10 -4 6 2,145 332 444 323
South Central... +25 +36 -19 6 2,404 +h4 -6 5 6,531 274 239 397
PacifiCieresrecececne . -1 -11 +10 8 1,405 +8 -8 [ 2,059 203 206 193

MetalSesresnsaerresssnonercnnnnsessoncnrnca +4 -3 +1 45 13,526 +31 ~2 39 19,712 154 122 152

Paints and varnisheSessecesscanvacsonccnnses -9 -3 -13 50 5,952 -6 0 - 46 . 17,847 --366 {2084 298

Plumbing and heating supplies.. +1 +5 =11 140 18,592 =15 +1 117 29,355 184 222 193
New England.. +16 +9 ~10 7 3484 (x) (x) [£3) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic,... -7 -2 16 32 2,425 ~13 -5 25 3,924 186 198 193
East North Central +2 -1 -13 18 1,611 ~18 -4 16 3,458 240 294 245
West North Central +5 +7 =25 114 1,601 =24 -6 12 3,031 202 273 231
South Atlantic.... +10 +12 -7 39 8,501 -22 -3 38 11,487 47 208 170
East South Central. ~7 +1 b 11 1,992 +10 +40 9 4,200 237 196 170
Mountain, =21 -13 -19 5 363 -8 -3 5 1,009 278 238 250
PacifiCeieesceanans -16 0] -20 5 1,068 || (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

' Refirgeration equipment, parts (commercial), +25 +5 -3 74 2,929 -16 -2 62 3,972 182 256 194
Middle AtlantiCiecocsvescrsssscocnnsnsse +15 +7 -1 14 818 -26 -8 11 912 155 223 179
East North Central.. +33 +3 -4 21 490 «25 -7 16 664 185 313 195
West North Central..... 0 +20 -29 5 182 ~17 +30 5 429 236 282 218
South Atlantic +34 +4 +1 19 772 -3 -5 18 1,087 165 223 178
Pacificeecan. +18 +19 14 9 285 -13 0 8 571 260 345 290

-

Surgical, medical, equipment, supplieSsee.es +10 +4 =5 34 5,208 -7 =5 27 6,207 126 150 139
Middle AtlantiCeeseeescsscssesenanacs +8 +8 +1 6 858 +24 -5 4 747 105 92 123
East North Central.e... +14 +5 -9 g 2,340 -15 -7 7 2,343 105 142 119
South Atlantic,eecs.s +3 +10 -9 7 743 -11 -6 6 988 137 156 161
Pacific,.... eserenens +3 0 -16 4% 303 ~12 +50 4 636 210 246 140

BeeTaossrcsassescsnosonnncsonsessnanssensnss +19 +18 18 34 2,441 +13 =7 25 873 40 42 51
Middle AtlantiCesceesne .. +25 +25 +12 (] 479 +14 +45 5 80 17 19 15
East North Central,.. . +21 +16 +11 12 820 +27 -2 11 303 39 37 46
West North Central... . +37 +13 +22 5 213 -15 -3 4 57 61 85 69
Souwth Atlantic.... . +14 +17 +1 4 512 | (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (%)
Pacific...... +6 +16 +3 5 398 +11 ! 4 221 64 62 8L

Chemicals, industrialessevecesss resresarens -7 + -17 16 2,810 #1 -2 12 1,698 70 65 73

Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)ee... +17 +18 -8 24 3,538 -10 -2 16 45369 189 223 238

L B ~20 -30 ~13 20 2,301 +1 +15 18 5,493 249 200 152

ConfectionBryYeeeeerenseenasscecsoncasosnnenes +10 +5 +8 37 1,353 +5 +2 19 722 97 105 101

+14 +13 +5 6 379 +4 -2 . 4 199 85 95 100
-6 +11 +3 4 117 (%) (€3] (x) {x) {x) {x} (x)
+6 +1 +3 9 178 ~1 +1 4 81 g4 4 89
+8 +3 +12 12 454 +4 +7 -6 - e - —-R8 10 167 92

Dairy and poultry productSiecececcssssscaess +6 +10 0 26 7,483 +14 +20 20 4,599 &7 63 62

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)ee...... +8 +4 +5 2131 61,832 +3 0 170 93,691 185 197 192
New Englandeseeeonans +6 +5 +4 12 2,930 +5 -2 10 3,969 176 173 189
Middle Atlanticesse.. +5 +2 +3 28 10,433 +3 -1 20 10,856 166 167 174
East North Central.e... +8 4+3 44 28 10,281 +3 -1 22 13,131 161 71 167
West North Central... +8 -1 +5 20 6,048 -3 -2 17 9,100 170 195 17s
Scuth Atlantic..... . +9 +7 +7 32 7,260 +3 +2 23 10,139 187 195 200
East South Central, . +1 +8 +2 16 3,551 +1 +2 13 5,846 199 198 213
West South Central, . +9 6 +6 35 8,276 +8 +6 29 16,821 241 244 238
Mountaineseessssssens +12 +7 +7 12 2,630 -2 -1 10 5,090 202 229 219
Pacific.. +14 +1 +7 28 10,423 +1 -3 26 18,739 181 204 187

DIy BOOGSseeesrnccssecccosasinonnsissasssnsen +3 ‘+1l =11 177 37,561 =26 +4 143 72,214 230 311 247
New Englandeessecesseses -3 [}) ~16 3 503 =17 +35 5 776 157 184 117
Middle Atlanticessesns. +5 -6 -22 47 5,585 -29 0 34 8,927 233 333 214
East North Central... +7 +15 -6 16 4,426 -28 +4 16 6,748 152 228 168
West North Central..... -8 +5 -13 18 11,832 23 +4 17 32,865 278 331 280
South Atlantic.... .o +4 +31 -6 24 4,312 24 +3 18 8,087 204 279 269
East Scuth Central, seees +4 +29 -7 15 1,424 ~19 +2 10 3,244 303 404 391
West South Centralicavssacases +7 +31 ~6 21 3,026 -28 +5 21 5,511 182 270 228
Mountain,e.sesseneeees cessnae PR -12 +3 ~12 6 475 -20 +1 5 1,300 302 361 306
PACIfICietacarescnsssnuoerccarsonnsaans +23 +14 % 2% 5,978 -43 +3 17 4,756 199 410 234

Farm SUPPlieSesciceveccrsvessrsavosnnsnssnes +h -11 +1 1% 2,383 +6 -l 9 706 59 58 56

Fresh frults and vegetables.eccssureaassnsss +26 +5 +8 65 7,911 =30 -7 36 563 17 30 21
New Englandeevesceesaces +19 1 423 +10 6 611 +4 -3 A 28 10 12 14
Middle Atlanticeseaenaan +34 +25 +15 18 2,081 +29 ~27 10 27 4 5 6
East North Centralss... +40 +11 +10 13 1,770 +19 +19 6 37 9 10 8
VWest North Central... +22 +48 +9 7 1,127 +6 +2 7 181 16 18 23
South Atlantic..... +15 +3 +4 6 377 +1.6 -18 4 37 13 13 16
East South Central, +7 -5 -3 6 332 | (x) (x) (x) (%) (x) .| () (xg
PACIfiCaiesiesestnonsonsnsocencisasancass | 425 +1 +1 4 212 | (%) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x




Pege 4 VHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

JULY 1952

[Dgita are shown by geograephic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month (at cost)

Stock-salea
” Ho dtvieton - Percent change July 1952 panel Peicentlgggxge, July 1952 panel ratios?
ographic division i
€ pma ‘T‘;ly 1952 _Zg';g' u::?:{_“ Reported :iyom-- N::nt:zz_of Reported
kind -of business xom-= from | 14 tg| dollar 148k dollar | July -IgJ’.y June
July |June |7 mo.,| veporte &:g“ago) July |June | report- (:::“880) 1952 11951 | 1952
1951 | 1952 |19:17 ing 1951 | 1952 ing ‘
Oroceries, t0talecsassssurssrerssnsacnnsarns 16 14 6 _8as] $152,007 =2 1] 7121 $138,094 120 143 2126
Nonaffiliated full-line vholesalers®..... . 415 +6 +5 566 63,893 -2 +2 475 64,166 122 142 126
New Englands.eccesessencassessaness +11 0 (4] 8 1,766 ~15 -6 6 2,252 143 185( - 151
Middle Atlentic..... +22 +3 +10 20 3 :048 -8 +9 13 3 :204 132 179 124
East North Central..... +11 0 +6 139 11,987 -2 +2 130 13,555 128 146 126
West North Central... +17 +10° +3 67 8,178 ~11 0 53 7,420 113 349 125
South Atlantic...csesess +12 +5 +5 62 8,414 +3 0 39 7,351 120 130 124 .
7| w2 0 4 4,459 4| -4 32 4,440 123] 34| 243
+13 +6 +5 109 14,195 -3 +6 86 13,655 125 146 122
+22 415 +6 26 3,186 -2 0 24 3,361 111 139 129
PeifiCeiciiiesnasnroensssnnsrrscssevan +21 +11 +5 94 8,660 +11 +2 92 9,224 114 123 124
Voluntary-group wholesalers... +20 47 +8 195 63,513 =3 «1 146 51,849 112 139 123
New Pnglandeesessveresasenen +20 +1 +10 10 3,699 +6 -2 2,026 100 119 108
Middle Atlamtic..... a3 3| = 35| 1so] | 3 6,767| 13| 123] 122
+22 +4 +12 46 12,974 ~1 -2 31 8,458 96 121 104
+23 +13 +8 69 21,164 -6 -1 69 25,428 120 158 137
+17 +11 + 11 2,70 +3 -9 5 1,366 100 115 16
+22 +15 +14 18 7,167 +12 +1 4 2,703 102 106 107
Retailer-cooperative warehouses....ccseses +12 -5 +11 23 10,686 -2 4 16 5,831 102 121 110
Specialty lines wholeBAleTrSeeesvesroussses +12 -4 +3 104 13,915 -2 -2 75 16,248 149 171 144
B o ST B B RCR RN I R A
e Cous +. 22 221 o +1 15 3,320 1 117
East North Central.. +3 -1 +3 11 ,720 +6 +5 6 ’278 67 79 69
Scuth Atlantic...... +10 -1 +4 19 1,78 +4 +3 13 1,769 115 121 111
East South Central.. 49 +6 +7 6 583l (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
West South Central... +15 49 -2 5 376( (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Mountain....... 5 -1| +8 4 7680 (x) | (x) (x) (x) () | ) | )
PACIfIC e seiottanrenrsnccsncrasinnoanses +12 -7 +2 29 6,009 -5 -3 26 9,245 210 324 190
Leather and shoe £indingSeeeescecenascecnses -5 ~13 -8 24 420 =2 +1 12 1,104 518 513 417
Middle Atlantic..e..... =17 -17 - 4 240 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x}
East North Centrali...... -15( 14 -4 5 750 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
West North Central... . -2 +2 -6 4 500 (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PaCifiCuceersrssnacenennnnes aesesenaraas 4 ~15 -10 6 207f (x) {x} (x) (x) {x) {x) {x)
-2 +8 4 39 25,308 ~1 =3 34 9,003 43 4 49
-1 +7 A 9 4,330 4 +9 9 2,118 49 51 48
+5 +17 -2 3 10,596 +12 =10 12 4,295 43 41 56
+2 +7 +2 5 4,681 -18 +3 4 791 29 35 33
-8 ] =12 _66 8,706 +11 +1 42 10,214 165 137 167
Middl 1 -2 ‘% _%g l’é ggz (X)9 (le' S (xg. 997 ()](3)9 (x%l (11{301
dle Atlantic. -1 ©o- - 2 +2 11
East North Central 6| -9| -13 20 3014 413 0 14 3449| 135 10| 124
West North Cemtral -1] 413 -2 4 361 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) | ()| (=
South Atlantic.... ~14 -9 ~13 8 730} (%) {x) (x) {x) (x) (x) {x)
South Central. +2 -2 -6 5 5194 {(x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x}
PACifiCaseeerienaccncoscntennscennnnnces -5 +48 -12 7 1,348 o +1 6 2,450 218 211 358
Petroleumloreneecnaas esunerens secsasrensacen ~10 ~12 0 28 4,123 +21 -6 28 6,468 157 117 147
Shoes and other footweaTsseessveoaaes veneraa -1 +27 -1 33 29,799 -7 -3 30 71,051 241 257 316
Tobaceo productSeseeess.. eesssresearrorenans +13 +6 +6 284 46,595 +4 -6 163 16,205 53 57 59
New England... +16 +5 +6 36 3,586 -3 -2 13 673 49 58 53
Middle Atlantic..... +16 +10 + 59 16:631 +7 13 a7 7,048 56 61 73
East North Central... +15 +8 +6 66 9,054 +3 o] 37 2,415 50 55 52
West North Central.. +6 +2 +6 39 5,086 46 +5 26 1,964 52 52 50
South Atlantic....... +13 -1 +8 23 5,420 +3 [¢] 18 2,387 54 58 52
East South Central..... +9 -2 +14 14 1,845 43 -2 9 647 42 45 42
West South Central,. +11 +9 +9 24 2,259 +2 +1 8 440 43 48 48
Mountain.. ereeaae +20 +11 +3 10 673 -7 o} 9 365 56 72 62
PacifiCesecnarnanns teesesncns tesvasecnass +7 +8 +1 13 2,041 +4 +1 6 266 53 53 62
Wines and spiritsj................. seeasrane +16 +2 +2 286 80,270 -3 =1 231 112,706 172 201 174
New England,..... +20 +5 +1 23 4,794 4 -7 17 4,234 130 145 133
Middle Atlantic..... a8l 4] 3 s6{ 224l 7] 42 4| 3mo12{ 1e9| 207 159
East North Centrale...... +11 +4 -3 49 11,643 +7 -1 35 16,236 166 171 172
West North Centralieccecesces +14 -2 0 31 7,059 -9 4 25 9,040 172 217 196
South Atlantic.s..vesas +14 +5 +11 39 10,384 +11 +3 36 15,487 156 160 160
East South Central.. +13 +15 +7 14 2,754 +31 -7 12 4,968 213 178 268
West South Central. +12 +4 +10 37 7,068 +5 -2 32 13,880 208 221 218
Mountain,.. srecens +14 +11 +5 13 2,403 +19 +2 11 2,822 121 132 132
-1 i 1 P AT +23 -8 +8 34 10,941 =28 -3 19 13,027 203 324 191
MiscellaneouS...cessess B A, saerenes -3 +1 -3 43 6,734 +10 +3 3 8,121 182 151 162

11{ Insufficient data to show separately.

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by
in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculstions for the merkup
Includes reports received ‘oo late for inclusion in previous monthly trends. .
The United States total and totals for some trades include a number of establishments not agsigned to a geographic division.
Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.
Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "licen:

w o~ wn

at the wholesale level.

dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of Firms reporting inventories
of sales, which varies from trade to trade.

se" States which do not have State control or monopoly distribution

Note: Percemtage changes are computed on an unweighted basis by summarizing ell reporis received in time for tabulation. Since coverage
varies by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown

may not necessarily represent ‘trends of all wholesalers.
data in each of the periods for which comparisons are made.

New England (Conn., Maine, Mass.i N.H., R.I., Vi.)

Middle Atlantie (N.J., N.Y., Pa.

East North Central (Ill., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)

West North Central (Iowa, Kens., Minn., Mo., Nebr., N.Dak., S.Dak.)

States comprising geographic divisions:
East South Central (Ala., Ky., Mies., Tenn.)
West South Central (Ark., La., Okla., Texas)
South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined.
Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)

South Atlantic (Del., Fla., Ga., Mi., N.C., S.C., Va., W.Va.)

Pacific (Calif., Oreg., Wash.

They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers submitting
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Sales and inventory trends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submit-
ted to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,405 wholesale establishments in various
lines of business,

SALES .

Dollar sales of merchant wholesalers during August fell off slightly (1%) below the level of the pre-
vious month and were, -also, down slightly (1%) under a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first eight
months of 1952 lagged 2 percent behind the corresponding period of last year,

By geographic divisions, only the West North Central, up 6 percent, and the Pacific, up 1 percent,
experienced higher sales than a month earlier, All other divisions reflected declines varying from 1 to 6
percent below July sales. Compared with sales a year ago, small gains were indicated by the West North
Central (2%), the Pacific (2%),and the Mountain (1%) Divisions. While the South Atlantic Division reported
practically no change from the August 1951 level, five other divisions showed declines., The East South
Central Division, which reflected the sharpest drop below the previous month (6%), indicated the most sub-
stantial decline under sales of a year ago. (6%). ,

Of the 37 kinds of business covered in this report, 20 reflected sales gains over the previous month,
The principal sales increase, 52 percent, was shown by the jewelry trade, while other substantial gains
were reported by coal (41%), clothing and furnishings (35%), shoes and other footwear (34%), and dry goods
(33%). Fresh fruits and vegetables, down 32 percent, reported the heaviest decrease below July sales.
Declines below August 1951 were experienced by most trades with machinery equipment and supplies indi-~
cating the sharpest drop, 28 percent. Three trades--dry goods, fresh fruits and vegetables, and full-line
electrical goods--reported no change from sales of a year ago, Electrical appliances and specialties, up
14 percent, led the group of 11 trades which reported gains over August 1951 sales,

INVENTORIES _

End-~of-August inventories (valued at cost) were slightly (1%) below the July 31 stock level and 13 per-
cent under stocks on hand at the end of August last year, Only the Middle Atlantic Division, up 3 percent,
indicated higher inventories than a month earlier. However, all divisions shared in the declines below a
year ago. Based on the reports of 3,418 wholesale establishments submitting inventories in conjunction
with sales, the August stock-sales ratio of 155 was 1 point lower than that reported for July and 21 points
below a year ago.

RETAIL

Preliminary. figures from the Bureau’s Monthly Retail Trade Report indicated that August sales of

large retail stores were 2 percent above a month earlier, but 9 percent below August last year,

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Page 2 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GHOGRAPHIC DIVISION

AUGUST 1952
[Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual cperations]
Seles Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales
Percent change August 1952 panel |percent change August 1952 panel ratios!
Geograp;:li;g ddvision August 1952 | 8 mo.| Number of teq || AUEUSt 1952 | Number of 1
: — 1952 | estab. | DePorte from— | egtap. | Beported §, . | 4 )
¥ind of business fran dollar dollar ug ue.
E from | lishments values 1ishments values 1952 | 1951 | 1952
Aug. | July | 8 mo,| report- (add 000) Aug. | July Teport- (2ad 000)
2951 | 1952 | 19512 ing |\® 1951 | 1952 ing X
United States, total’....... tessscesea =1 =1 -2 4,405 | $832,175 =13 ~3 3,418 @.,065,831 155 176 156
-2 4 -3 265 34,664 ~13 o} 178 39,232 152 172 148
-4 4 -5 790 152,904 -15 +3 591 169,424 142 159 134
-2 ~1 ~3 878 149,679 ~10 -1 719 179,445 140 151 140
+2 +6 4 525 110,167 ~16 =3 407 153,957 164 198 179
South Atlantic..cveenns 0 ~4 +1 545 94,903 ~10 0 433 120,336 153 169 144
East South Central.. -6 -6 +1 213 35,647 13 -2 163 45,323 || 152 169 144
West South Central -3 4 +2 403 72,125 =7 -1 321 106,016 174 181 167
+1 -1 -3 179 27,088 =11 -1 147 35,822 151 173 150
+2 +1 -1 556 113,569 ~15 -1 409 136,604 161 193 165
+3 +3 =1 377 23,227 Q +1 218 20,563 253 246 246
] +7 4] 22 836 -8 +2 8 468 220 241 243
-3 -6 ~10 49 1,088 -3 -2 46 2,567 263 261 252
East North Central........ 4 +1 -1 77 4,388 -4 +1L 61 . 6,600 248 251 239
West North Central..... +15 +6 +3 85 6,020 +7 +7 30 3,007 241 217 205
South Atlentic.eeen.a.. +9 +6 +4 24 3;996 +4 0 16 1,534 292 267 293
West South Central. . +9 +6 0 13 2,483 +11 0 8 1,625 229 202 227
MoUNtBiN.seereeesnencanasassnssansssn ~15 <4 -4 26 826 ~4 -2 16 1,120 238 261 303
PACIfiCissnsssressssesassscserransscnnas 5 -4 -6 80 2,887 0 0 32 3,613 279 261 274
Electrical group, t0t8l.svecseccsssorssconns +2 =12 =7 700 145,161 -31 +1 636 200,373 146 216 128
Full-line wholesBlerS.eessssennsscssssonns 0 =12 =7 443 111,859 ~34 +1 436 165,388 149 226 130
New Englandecescess ~3 ~7 =10 34 6,483 ~32 +4 34 11,774 182 257 163
Middle Atlantic... -3 =15 -10 63 16,291 | ~ -39 +12 61 27,169 170 271 129
East North Central. -3 ~11 -8 87 24,665 ~28 -3 86 34,692 prAS 189 130
West North Cemtral, -3 -9 ~14 42 2,005 ~41 -4 | 42 13,799 153 253 146
South Atlantic....... +9 -17 +2 . 64 17,100 | -~26 +3 62 24,613 147 220 119
East South Central,. +1 ~29 +9 29 5,501 ~33 0 28 7,671 142 213 100
West South Central, +4 -~18 +4 48 11,381 =30 -5 48 16,956 149 223 127
Mountaifeeesesnsens +10 -3 ~11 21 4,099 =34 43 21 5,726 140 231 132
PACifiCicerecvancercernccassanscasassees 0 -1 =13 55 17,334 =39 -2 54 22,988 134 219 135
VWiring supplies, congtruction materials
distributors.. venssecrenns 4 +3 -3 135 11,503 =3 ~2 101 12,671 139 136 144
Hew England..... dessessevens =7 +6 +2 14 750 -8 -2 5 366 185 186 158
Middle Atlantic... cevresssaonvosan =10 -8 -4 30 1,227 ~4 -1 22 1,775 173 161 160
East North Central. -9 +5 4 32 3,614 +11 +1 27 4,780 151 124 156
West North Central. -3 b -8 7 886 -7 +2 5 746 163 172 168
South Atlantic..... -7 +13 -7 20 2,138 =23 ~7 17 1,707 93 108 108
South Central..,. +17 -1 +11 14 1,807 +5 =7 10 1,785 129 147 132
Mountain. .... 4 -10 +7 4 300Y (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x)
PACIfiCieteasasntnovanescannssssnearsans +1 +11 =10 14 781 ~14 -3 13 1,212 157 183 178
Appliances and specialties wholesalers.... +14 -18 -12 122 21,799 =27 +1 99 22,314 129 194 107
New Englane..eseseestcosrosscnssocsonone +34 4 =17 : 13 1,688 -9 -2 11 1,559 105 160 103
Middle Atlantic... ve +5 -26 ~24 26 7,510 44 +7 18 6,070 136 221 99
East North Central, ase +12 +7 =20 22 2,969 -9 0 17 3,674 146 183 158
West North Central, <71 - -9 ~10 12 1,053 40 4 10 1,741 174 267 163
i South Atlantic.... . +34 24 +12 20 3,504 -18 0 19 3,795 113 17 86
<3 =35 +11 10 1,431 =20 -6 8 1,839 132 160 S0
i y aemrecsscarianes +35 +1 +4 7 1,140 -15 -6 7 1,403 123 197 132
PacifiCecceesceanccraonnns +20 -9 ~1 12 2,104 ~15 +9 9 2,233 113 159 93
Furniture and house furnishingS.ceecsesessce +6 461 . =7 70 10,587 =31 -2 51 14,790 175 262 184
New Englandessesseesesceosnsencesss +6 +12 -9 4 747 ~9 -1 4 1,129 151 ki 171
Middle Atlantic...cossn +14 +27 -5 15 2,389 -33 -4 i1 3,533 189 332 257
East North Central..... +11 +18 -6 9 1,948 ~29 -3 7 ] 3,057 188 289 229
i West North Central,.... -15 +10 -18 9 89 -48 -5 9 2,046 229 375 265
i South Atlantic.... -13 +9 -7 11 766 I (%) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) {x)
South Central..... +29 -16 +4 9 1,220 -25 49 9 1,809 || . 148 256 114
Mountain.seee.e. +32 +17 o} 5 750 1 (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) {x) {x)
P PaCifiC cerurasresescrveranancasnsnirasns -7 ~14 -8 8 1,873 ~26 -5 6 1,916 118 140 100
i
t HATAWAT: et veenassnsssonssssserssosansosases ~4 +3 =11 - 165 62,000 =10 -2 137 125,700 237 254 252
Middle Atlantic... . 0 +6 -8 39 9,001 +8 +2 31 16,409 211 197 221
East North Central, . -5 0 =13 24 11,035 =-13 -2 23 24,498 231 248 237
West North Central. -5 +24, ~17 18 11,625 =10 =3 17 25,381 263 275 352
South, Atlantic...eesas. =1 +1 -6 22 5,201 -13 -3 19 11,100 233 263 242
Last South Central..,... cresnesnn ~11 12 -5 16 4,426 -16 +1 14 8,929 223 242 196
West South Central.sieevsccssceavens +1 +1 -6 15 5,171 ~12 -1 9 7,747 231 272 244
Mountain...eccvarsscans -6 -3 -12 8 2,247 ~16 -6 5 2,875 292 302 281
PaCifiCiciiasonnin nnnsrnssnnnnons ~4 -1 =11 20 13,017 <12 -5 16 27,888 241 267 249
Industrial supplies... -2 +1 -6 79 8,955 -3 0 58 14,560 206 192 206
-5 +2 -8 7 352 +1 -1 6 © 1,073 392 362 402
-8 =7 -3 19 - 1,614 -2 -3 12 2,043 177 174 177
-7 +2 =12 6 743 ~7 -2 6 1,333 17 180 187
1 -3 +7 ~13 6 784 =5 -5 5 1,110 208 193 254
| =15 +2 -10 11 930 +4 +17 10 2,164 237 194 206
H -9 +4 -2 24 3,871 -5 -1 14 5,502 193 185 193
¢ ~19 ~1 ~12 ) 661 -3 =3 5 1,335 222 190 228
=1 +52 =10 140 7,094 =11 +7 B4 14,193 268 304 387
.5 +78 -7 8 455 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
+1 +41 -7 42 2,163 -14 +16 20 3,316 229 290 309
~3 +69 =14 39 1,746 ~10 +4 27 4,039 266 289 420
-5 +56 -16 14 838 -20 +3 12 2,250 286 355 442
-10| +68 -6 5 488 | (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
+5 +27 ] 6 180 =24 +7 4 328 373 412 443
PacifiCuicecvecnrrescssnceonnsssacnssnnan +3 41 ~6 23 1,214 +11 +9 15 3,080 336 304 384

See footnotes at.end of table.




WHOLESAIERS' SAIES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISICN

AUGUST 1952

[Data are shown by geographic division, where poasible without disclosure of individual operations]

Page 3

Sales Tnventory, end-of-monih (at cost) Stock-sales
Percent change I August 1952 panel It + oy August 1952 panel ratios?
Geographic division August 1952 8 mo, Number of August 1952 | jumber of
and fran’- | 1952 | estab~ | REDOFted | prgy. estan- | Rported y, o | avg. |y
*ind of business from |lishments v:l " Uatments| (00 [1952 | 1951 | 1952
Awg. | July |8 mo. | report- ues v, | 3wy | repont- (add 000)
1951 (1952 | 19512)  apg  |(344 000) |l9951 | 1953 ing  |®
Lumber and building materials....... -7 +1 =10 80 $14,607 =11 +1 58 $13, 142 223 130 123
Middle Atlantic..... .o -22 4] ~-10 19 3,288 +37 +3 10 1,590 5 37 73
East North Central..... ~9 -1 4 11 1,481 =18 <1 9 1,094 90 105 86
West North Central.. +1 +24 ~16 6 708 +7 +2 4 364 86 92 116
South Atlantic...... -8/ 6| =11 1 1,853, 48| -5 9 1,607 173 155| 177
South Central.c.vss.. -11 421 -13 5 9561 (x) | (x) (x) x) (x) § () | (0
Mountaine..eea +3 +15 ~7 7 2,816 <14 ~3 ) 3,166 125 153 146
Pacific...... 4 ~12 =7 7 1,449 -4 +3 6 2,238 169 185 144
Machinery equipment, supplies (except
@1ectrical) e erusrseriroraaronnscernsananns | =28 ~13 -7 50 7,523 +10 0 38 16,759 253 161 223
New England... -19 12 18 4 307| (%) {x) (=) {x) (x) (x) {x)
Middle Atlantiec... ~27 +17 -15 8 1,300 -4 +3 5 1,856 156 115 178
East North Centrel..... -1 -7 +23 iz 1,344 +11 +5 9 1,992 186 157 194
South. Atlantic,.... -5 +6 -6 8 760 =12 -2 (3 2,095 309 333 332
South Central... ~59 -40 =27 6 1,442 +36 <1 5 6,466 460 136 274
Pacificee.iiuenss +5 -18 +9 8 1,151 +9 -1 6 2,036 241 258 203
MebtalSiueeiieereaesenrorssnarannecnsronsanss -7 -6 0 43 12,612 +26 -2 38 19,931 162 120 156
Paints and vernisheS.eycessscoracnssccneesas +3 %18 ~11 50 7,002 4 ~1 . 46 17,686 2561 274 306
Plumbing and heating SUPPli€S.eceriecenveees =6 42 =11 139 18,903 =15 -4 134 27,591 172 191 184
New England.eeeessseseass Y - -9 7 30 (x) | (%) (x) x) 1 ] &
Middle Atlantic..... ~10 +5 =15 31 2,4400 | - 4l . 24 3,892 185 184 186
East North Central.. -1 +10 -11 18 1,774 ~16 -2 16 3,382 214 251 240
West North Central.. +3 +15 21 15 1,869 -21 +1 13 3,116 177 228 204
South Atlantic.... -3 -2 -7 39 8,334 =15 +2 38 11,734 154 175 147
East South Central ~15 -3 -5 n 1,933 ~21 -33 9 2,815 162 173 237
Pacific.s.se. =13 o -19° 5 1,068] (x) [£9] (x) (x) {x) {x) (x)
Refrigeratian equipment, ‘parts (comercial) . =5 ~23 ~3 80 2,322 =10 +2 70 4,719 247 256 191
Middle At1antiCee.essesssrancesssnevrnsa 15 ~-28 -3 13 540 ~21 +1 n 918 209 212 155
-9 -32 - 22 322 -13 +3 17 744 315 364 212
=34 ~20 =30 5 146 =14 =2 5 421 288 220 236
-2 -2 +1 20 614 +2 +6 20 1,401 228 220 165
+20]  -13| +21 4 2550 (x) | (x) (x) Ax) ) | @ | (x
PACIfiCiaciseteerasniacasnossencsonsnone +10 -8 =10 14 382 ~11 - 13 921 283 353 270
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies...... +1 4% -5 34 5,122 -1 +5 31 6,627 133 137 122
Middle AtlantiC.csssseseeiocrsonens =2 -3 +1 7 855 +19 +3 5 865 17 101 112
East North Central.. +10 -9 -7 10 2,302 -3 +10 10 2763 120 136 99
South Atlantici... .. . ~7 -2 -8 5 ‘605 ~5 +1 4 758 130 127 126
PACIfiCeretacrarenronsraonncnsenensonnen ~-17 -2 -16 4 296 ~9 -1 4 628 212 195 210
Beerectansnotioritrnnnrrasivrrvestnnncencnese =1 ~13 +7 35 2,084 +23 -2 31 871 46 38 41
Middle Atlantie..... oo -5 ~16 +9 7 423 +13 «13 6 78 19 16 18
East North Central.. . +3 ~14 +10 11 672 +9 -9 1 277 41 39 39
West North Central . +1 -19 +18 5 172 ~-13 +4 4 59 76 92 61
South Atlantie. e -2 -7 o 5 479 +53 +19 4 -- 256 60 39 47
Pacific...evsn. 91 -1 +1 4 278 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) () | (0
Chemicals, industTialeveeciencescesossasnnse ~10 -5 =17 14 2,481 -8 -4 11 1,711 76 4 T
Clothing and furnishings (except Shoes) sausn +4 +35 -6 20 4,611 [¢] +4 14 4,490 138 146 192
Ccal...............................,........ -18 +41 =14 19 3,160 +2 +14 17 6,187 205 161 253
Confectlonery.ueeevesonessnsnsoseennnnnsanes =2 =2 +6 37 1,333 -7 =2 20 756 103 104 103
Middle Atlantic.... -5 -8 +4 6 349 +10 +3 4 204 92 81 85
-5 -1 +2 4 16f (x) | (x) (x) () (x) (x) | (x)
-8 -3 +1 10 268 <34 ~8 6 174 85 117 91
-6 -3 +10 11 358 +2 -7 5 214 110 100 119
Dairy and poultry products.. secesssrerensans -7 <10 0 21 4,263 +10 +9 15 1,845 50 42 41
Dmgs and sundries (liquor excluded) cassnnes -2 ~3 +4 206 59,009 0 4] 164 91,029 189 185 185
New Englande.ccsvsesessesens . 0 =7 +3 15 2,991 +7 +4 i2 4,559 195 179 176
. 0 -4 +3 28 10,017 +3 +3 20 11,131 175 171 166
. . 4 -4 +3 28 9,810 o} +2 22 2417 173 165 161
West North Centz-al. seessrsesan . -3 +3 +4 18 5,906 27 =24 15 6,560 132 173 mn
South Atlanticee,asces . -3 ~5 +6 30 6,764 +4 +% 21 10,738 211 195 189
-8 -5 +1 17 3,419 ~1 +1 13 5,931 214 197 199
4 +1 +5 30 7,315 +6 0 25 14,540 235 214 239
~5 =5 +5 12 2,493 +4 +2 10 5,196 218 198 202
+2 -1 +7 28 10,294 +1 +1 26 18,957 185 187 181
Dry go0dSsueecesersoannsanssnreansscnsocnnse g +33 =9 177 49,978 =20 Q 145 72,1 167 207 229
New England...... +33 +40 =11 7 833 -7 +11 7 1,059 127 182 161
Middle Atlantie.. -2 +26 ~19 504 - 7,414 =24 <1 37 9,342 ] 180 213 230
East North Central......... +5 +25 -4 17 5,675 =21 0 17 7,231 127 170 159
Yest North Central. +1 +51 =11 18’ 17,864 ~20 -2 17 32,292 181 228 278
South Atlantie...... “eus -5 +26 -6 22 5,369 -13 +3 16 8,230 169 183 203
East South Central. raeene -5 +53 -7 14 2,250 =12 +1 g 2238 87 208 288
West South Central. eessen -4 +37 ~6 22 4,324 =21 +2 22 ,'798 134 163 180
Mountainee.eeesss caeven + +hde -9 3 686 =15 +4 5 1,358 217 261 302
PACifiCieacerernnsscascannnas eesyee -3 +4 +3 21 5,563 ~34 0 15 3,634 167 248 186
Farm sUDPLIeS. cuvensncsroenensroscnsancanses 4 +16 +1 20 3,143 +1 -5 10 956 53 54 67
Fresh fruits and vegetables,....sreses sessens o] ~32 +7 63 5,49 =19 +1 _38 860 28 33 21
New Englandeccssessncass 0 =29 +8 6 433 -7 -4 4 26 14 15 10
Middle Atlantic,. -3 <34 +13 17 1,585 +79 +59 10 292 42 25 20
East North Central. +12 b4y +9 15 1,494 -4 -8 7 135 30 30 24
VWest North Central, -22 ~38 +4 7 697 +15 +2 7 185 27 8 16
South Atlantic... .. =2 =13 +4 5 278 +27 +14 4 42 18 13 13
East South Central. esnas +18 -4 -2 5 2251 (%) (x) (x) (x} (x) (x) (x)
PacifiCisesstssecnisarsncessersonsansas -6 +2 +1 5 4751 (%) (x) (x) (x (x) { {x) | (%)

See footnotes at end of table.




Page 4 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

) AUGUST 1952 .
[Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operaticns]
Sales | Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) s ’cock-sa%es
Percent .cha; atios
Geographic divieica nge August 1952 panel ercent change| August 1952 panel S
and August 1952 |8 mo. | Number of| peooeq August 1952 | Nugber of | poooaoq
kind of business . from-— 1952 | estab- dollar from-- estab~ dimr Aug. | Aug. | Juy
ug. | uly |grc® | Memente) pujues |l aug. | July | LSDROEES)  yaiues f 1952 | 1951 | 1952
1951 | 1952 193 | “ing (344 000) i 1951 | 1952 | TR (add 000)
|

: Groceries, t0tal.v.avsrecccrarerccesennnnnse 45 =3 +6 _8961 $152,039 0 0 7204 _$143,225 122 1291 119
| Nonaffiliated full-line wholesalers...... +2 -2 +5 555 63,360 +L Q 467 66,229 125 127 123
New England........ . +5 -4 0 8 1,703 =13 -2 6 2,210 145 176 143
Middle Atlantic... . +6 -2 +10 20 3,166 +2 -5 i3 3,270 127 134 133
East North Central. see =3 -2 +5 138 11,619 -4 ~2 129 13,288 131 130 128
West North Central.. +2 -4 +3 64 7,626 -5 +1 50 7,291 121 129 114
South Atlantic....eees 0 Q A 62 8,418 +6 +2 40 7,801 124 115 122
Fast South Centralevsssvese +2 +5 +1 43 5,186 -3 +3 34 4,722 114 122 118
West South Central. s +5 +3 +5 109 14,680 -3 +1 87 13,994 117 131 123
Mountain.. . ses -1 ~14 +5 17 2,937 0 + 16 4,564 162 159 133
PacifiCuicsvecescercrasnsncvacsnnsncvoens’ +8 =7 +5 9% | 8,025 +27 -1 92 9,089 120 103 114
Voluntary-group wholesalers...ssiesssscess| - 48} - -6 +8 214 63,073 0 0 163 54,696 118 130 110
+ -7 +10 10 3,452 +14 +4 8 2,105 111 108 100
+2 +2 + 39 14,290 +4 +7 25 9,735 116 114 111
East North Central.icesesss cresanse +9 -4 +11 48 12,765 +5 +11 33 8,938 103 110 97
West North Central....... reserean +16 -13 +9 0 18,678 ~4 -3 70 25,139 135 163 120
South Atlanticesecseas sevssses -7 -8 +3 13 2,841 +6 +3 7 1,853 19 102 103
PacifiCeccessrrscensocessssncsscorasnesne +9 ~10 +13 18 6,502 +13 +3 4 2,778 106 103 102
Retailer-cooperative warehouseS.esessasvas +9 -4 411 22 10,199 -3 -3 15 5,482 103 17, 100
Specialty lines wholesalerS.cesssesssssans +2 +8 43 105 15,407 [s] +1 75 16,818 134 140 148

. New Englandeesssesensenss -9 -3 -1 3 2481 (x) (%) (x) (x) (%) (x) {x)
‘Middle Atlantic..ciceanes +2 -3 +3 26 3,683 +14 +7 17 3,995 129 115 117
-17 ~6 +1 11 677 -1 -3 7 270 T 69 7 65
-9 -5 +2 20 1,791 -8 -1 15 2,062 127 125 120

+1 -5 +6 5 4644 (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

-1 =9 -1 5 3440 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x) | ()
PacifiC.ssescevesscscnosasnnssnssacnases +6 +24 +2 26 7,162 4 -1 23 9,049 158 179 219
Leatner and shoe £indingS..esceescosroassees -1 +18 =7 24 502 -4 -5 12 1,051 440 429 518

Middle AtlantiC.ciesescss . +27 +10 -1 4 334 {x) {x) {x) {x) B3] (x) (%)

East North Central..... . -3 +28 4| -5 961 (x) {(x} {x) {x) {x) (x) (x)

West North Central..... . -16 +2 -7 4 501 (%) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x)

PaCifiCiueasssvrsvrersngeasssorcnrcssesas ~2{ +20| . -9 6 2494 (x) (x) (%) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Meats and meat ProductS..cccecrercecaccrenes -8 +1 =5 38 24,194 =1 =7 34 8,519 41 38 43
Middle AtlantiC..eeceencescsss . «11 -6 -5 0 4,392 -5 ~4 10 2,255 51 48 50
East North Central.. seen 0 +% -1 13 11,025 +6 ~9 12 3,913 37 35 43
PacifiCiascevenersoscersreracancrsacnsse ~17 +3 -1 5 4,827 ~17 -7 4 732 30 221 29
Paper and its products. «15 +10 =13 76 9,697 +8 -1 54 10,253 146 115 164
New England... -11 -5 -10 5 296 +10 +1 4 405 224 178 199
Middle Atlantic.sveesscaseas ~22 +13 ~14 18 2,654 +16 =5 11 1,903 115 76 139
East North Central....eeecens -12 +3 -13 30 3,292 +11 ~4 25 3,457 123 96 134

South At1antlCesceessesssres ~14 +12 =13 8 g5 (x) (x) (x) {x} {x) (x) (x)

South Centralecsssesesssss 18 +14 -9 4 386 (x) (x) {x) {x) (x) (x) (x)
PacifiCesceesvcavesronssscnessanesersoas -6 +28 -~11 7 1,725 -3 0 [} 2,452 170 168 218
PetroleUls.eeeresoceoassosscssnssorsssionsana -12 +9 +3 29 4,523 +9 -3 28 6,259 139 113 157
Shoes and other fOOLWEATevsssuenassrsorranes +12 +34 +1 35 1 40,188 -6 -8 31 66,089 167 220 241
Tobaceo products -3 -6 +5 285 45,278 -1 0 168 17,935 58 7 55
New England... +2 -5 +6 35 3,487 +3 +2 12 612 45 46 45
Middle Atlantic..e.s. ~4 -8 +3 58 15,3314 -8 0 38 7,676 62 66 57
East North Central... 0 -6 +6 69 8,751 +6 0 40 2,745 56 53 53
West North Central... ~7 =7 +4 40 5,745 ¢} -2 28 2,492 59 58 56
South Atlantic... 410 -2 +7 26 5,414 +5 ~1 20 2,378 55 48 54
East South Central. 4] o +12 10 1,591 +13 +9 6 628 48 43 43
West South Central. -3 ~6 +7 25 2,093 +9 +5 10 604 65 52 56
Mountain. . ceceesoas . +8 -6 +3 7 430 -14 -3 6 199 48 61 47
PRCIfiCscesascerensrcsesocavosnsacanrane ~12 -6 ~1 15 2,436 +17 -1 8 601 62 44 57
Wines and spirits®ec..es.. ~1 =3 +2 293 80,418 =5 -2 237 116,009 175 181 172
New England.escescaaes ~8 ~20 -1 24 4,552 0 =14 15 3,456 132 123 122
Middle Atlantice.caasss ~6 -8 4 50 23,670 ~-12 [¢] 47 35,538 168 182 165
Bast North Central...... sesemsee -1 0 ~2 45 11,370 +2 -6 34 16,073 164 160 175
West North Central.ceess P -1 =5 0 31 6,825 =10 +3 25 9,628 195 215 172
South Atlanticseessceass o -3 =11 +10 43 9,640 +13 -5 40 16,015 175 149 163
East South Central. . ~2 -8 +6 15 2,653 +15 o iz 4,946 236 189 213
West South Central. . -11 ~13 4 +8 35 6,420 +3 ¢] 32 14,568 232 199 203
Mountain.seeemasoes . =6 =7 + 12 2,156 +27 -4 11 2,695 126 100 122
PacifiCessnranssorasccansronvensosnnssas +24 +14 +10 38 13,132 -26 -3 21 13,090 164 260 200
MiscellaneouS....... tareeseiaen eancorarsnanse -3 +10 -3 431 | B,424 +10 +4 30 8,004 156 125 174

x Insufficient data to show separately.

1 gtock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories

in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculations for the mark-up of sales, which varies fram trade to trade.

2 Tncludes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends. R

2 The United States total and totals for some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.

4 Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups. .

5 Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" States which do not have State comtrol or monopoly distribution

. at the wholesale level.

Note: Percentage changes are compubed on an unweighted basis by summerizing all reports received in time for tabulation. Since coverage
varies by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown
may not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers. They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers submitting
data in each of the periods for which comparisons are made.

. States comprising geographic divisions

i New England (Comn., Meine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vi.) East South Central (Ala., Ky., Miss., Temnn.}
Middle Atlantic (N.J., N.Y., Pa.) * West South Central (Avk., la., Okla., Texas)
Bast North Central (I11., Ind., Mich,, Ohlo, Wis.) South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined
West North Central {Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., N.Dak., S.Dak.} Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mént., Nev., N.Mex., Utah, Wyo.)

South Atlantic {Del., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., 8.C., Va., W.Va.} Pacific (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)
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Sales and inventory trends presented in this release were complled from confidential reports submitted

to the Bureau of the Census from all

parts of the country by 4,347
of business.

wholesale establishments in various lines

SALES

September dollar sales of merchant wholesalers rose 8 percent above the level of the previous month and

were, also, 8 percent above sales a yeer ago. Cumlative sales for the first nine months of 1952, however,
were slightly (1%) below the corresponding period of last year,
A1l geogrephic divisions experienced sales gains over a month eerlier as well as a year ago., The New

England and Middle Atlantie Divisions,
Gains over a year ago ranged from 5 to
Central Division. However,

each up 13 percent, shared the principal sales increase over August.

14 percent, the largest increase being reported by the West North
cumlative sales for the first nine months of 1952 were down 1 to 4 percent
below the same period of 1951 in 5 of the 9 geographic divisions. The Pacific Divisicn. showed sales at
approximately the same level, but the South Atlantic, East South Central, and West South Central Divisions
indicated gains of 2 to 3 percent above nine-month sales in 1951. :

Most trades covered in this survey reflected sales gains over the previous month with the prineipal
increase, 40 percent, shown by coal. Substantial increases were also reported by electrical appliances and
specialties (25%), Jewelry (24%), and petroleum (20%). Shoes and other footwear, down 14 percent, reported
the heaviest - decrease below August sales. Compared with a year ago, 30 trades showed increases, while 7
indicated small declimnes. However, most trades--particularly, durable goods-~reflected sales during the
first three-quarters below those in the comparable period of 1951, Co

INVENTORIES

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers on September 30 rose slightly (14) above the 1level of
stocks on hand August 31, 1952, but.were down 11 percent below the September 30, 1951, stock level. Based on
the reports of 3,382 wholesale establishments submitting inventoriesin conjunction with sales, the September
stock-sales ratio of 143% was 10 points lower than that reported for August and 31 points below a year ago.

The only division reporting stocks on hand below the previous month was the Zast South Central, down
2 percent. While the East North Central and South Atlantic Divisions showed practically no change from
inventory levels established a month earlier, the remaining divisions reflected small gains. All divisions,

however, reported inventories lower than a year ago, such deereases varying from 6 to 14 percent. The
Middle Atlantic and Pacific Divisions shared the sharpest decline.
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Page 2

WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

SEPTEMBER 1952

{Data are shown by geographic division, where posaible without disclosure of individual operations]

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales
Percent change September 1952 panel ercent chenge September 1952 panel ratios!
v N Sept. 19 )
Geograpgig Giviston Seg:;mlgsz iggg Nzﬁgzg-ot Reported grom——52 Ng:gsi-of Reported
kind of businesa - Trom |14 g | dollar 1ishments| 90%18r || Sept.|Sept. | Aug,
values valuea 1952 {1951 1952
Septe | Aug, | 9 MOl Teport~ (add 000) [| Sopt. | Aug, | Teporte |/ .. 000)
1951 | 1952 | 3951%) ing 1951 | 1952 ing ;
United States, t0t81%cseearvnssnnsnnes +8 +8 -1 44347 $891,gg§ ~11 +1 3,382 131,058,275]1 143 174 153
New Englandeseseseenscacoenaes +12 +13 -1 252 37,325 =12 +2 173 38,951|I 142 176 155
Middle Atlantice..ss. +5 +13 ~4 788f 172,090 -14 +2 594 169,807]1 126 153 137
+8 +10 -2 8631 162,917 -11 0 706 178,560} 127 152 139
+14 +8 -2 520 116,849 -10 +3 406 154,707) 154 196 | 163
+8 +7 +2 556| 101,210 -7 0 445 120,8871 142 164 154
+7 +9 +2 211 38,660 -12 -2 162 44,850[ 338 167 154
+8 +10 +3 385 75,644 ~6 +2 302 101,0834 159 182 172
Mountaineeseseroasns +10 48 -2 173 29,122 7 +2 142 35,976)| 141 168 148
PACAfiCercnvreoscarsvnrnvasancrsrrnsrrnrrans] H1L +6 [o] 548 120,289 14 +2 402 137,458} 152 195 159
Automotive SUDDlieB.csecnssssscversnsasascosl  +17 +8 41 380 25,390 4] 41 224 21,6134 225 246 255
New Englandeceesees el H41 +22 +5 21 1,018 ~11 -2 8 460 199 255 220
Middle Atlantic.... .e +8 +15 -8 52 1,359 -2 -1 49 2,787 223 246 262
East North Central... o] +16 +13 +1 78 5,007 ~2 +3 62 6,987)1 213 254 251
West North Central.... arsse seee] +16 +9 +4 85 6,630 +6 0 30 3,204 219 209 245
South Atlantic.eeseesneneasrane aeee| #20 -3 +5 23 3,864 +2 -2 17 1,684l 263 243 286
West South Central..e... +23 -1 +2 13 2,462 +5 -2 8 1,597) 234 200 229
-2 +23 ~4 26 1,020 -6 +2 16 1,144) 205 237 238
Pacificeceicscennsoa +12 +15 -4 80 3,351 -1 ~1 33 3,721} 246 30 280
Electrical group, totaleesssssvessccesseness -2 +11 =1 703} 160,150 -20 ] 634 198,848)F 132 187 146
Full-1line wholesalerSesssvacrscsssssossess =3 +8 -6 447) 121,062 ~32 =1 439 163,2481 136 196 142
New Englande.evssas -3 +11 -9 34 7,228 -32 4 34 11,354 157 223 182
Middle Atlantic.... -7 17 -10 66 19,148 -38 -3 63 26,3721 140 211 170
East North Central, . b +13 -8 90 28,693 =31 =1 89 35,290]| 123 173 141
West North Centrals..... . -4 +8 -13 44 9,847 =36 +3 44 14,458 147 219 154
South AtlantiCessessosssssonss . 0 +2 +2 63 17,430 ~24 -1 61 24,197} 143 189 147
East South Central. . -1 +3 +8 28 5,308 ~33 -5 27 6,721} 130 190 140
West South Central. . +1 -4 +4 47 10,209 -28 +4 &7 16,045l 157 221 145
Mountain. W +14 +10 -3 21 4,489 =26 0 21 5,711y 127 196 139
PaCIfiCisceuserseracsonnornnancsnrcnnsns =3 +9 ~12 54 18,710 ~36 +2 53 23,1008 124 188 133
Wiring supplies, construction materials
Aistributor8sescssecerssensensransasnenss +2 + -2 142 12,286 0 +3 105 13,037 138 142 141
. -1 +3 +2 13 712 =15 ~4 4 221 140 191 169
. -2 +1 -4 34 1,422 +7 +7 24 1,973 169 157 158
East North Central... . +1 +9 -3 34 4,197 +13 +3 28 4,8641 143 130 151
West North Central.... . +8 +8 -6 7 956 -10 -2 5 783|| 163 179 176
South Atlantic...e...ss o 412 -1 ~5 21 2,174 ~19 -3 18 1,854 96 133 101
South Central. . =12 -7 +8 14 1,509 +3 +7 10 1,712 144 132 135
Mountain. ... N +6 +26 +7 5 455 (x) | {x) (x) x {x) (x) {x)
Pacific... . +9 +8 -8 14 861 -9 +8 13 1,324 155 185 156
Appliances and specialties wholesalers.... +1 +25 =10 134 26,802 =22 [¢] 90 22,563 108 149, 134
© New England.cucevececscesrocssonssaconas] +40 +22 ~14 6 1,186 <5 +14 5 238 a8 135 95
arecans =11 +39 ~22 25 10,367 ~30] +10 16 €,560 110 158 136
teavens +13 +37 ~16 20 4,276 -20 -6 15 3,676 99 139 146
West North Central.civeseescnss +3 +17 -9 11 1,213 <34 -1 11 2,066} 170 263 201
South Atlantic..sesescss +6 +13 +11 21 4,420 -9 -1 17 3,763} 100 115 117
South Centralsisseeessssves +2 +1 +10 1z 1,643 -19 + 10 2,111y 132 165 128
Mountaineseseeoeesscaronnenas +35 +33 +7 6 1,323 -18 -6 6 1,130 85 141 121
PacifiCicasisvessoassncsnsecnssnsincarse +8 +6 o 13 2,374 -12| -18 10 2,319)] 104 128 135
Furniture and house furnishings....eceseesed] 439 +17 =5 71 12,579 =23 +2 50 15,166} 150 230 175
New Englandssesseissssorens +35 +29 -5 5 1,007 -5 +7 4 1,2114 124 174 151
Middle Atlantic..cvsus.. +27 +19 ~1 15 2,834 ~26 =5 10 3,329) 158 274 189
East North Central.... +25 +16 -3 10 2,422 -18 +3 8 3,417) 163 254 188
West North Central.. . +7 +26 =17 k] 1,122 ~42 +6 9 2,178) 194 358 229
South Atlantic..... . 0 +23 -6 1 946 (x) | (x) (x) x (x) (x) (x)
South Central.. o 428 +18 +5 8 1,380 -19 +3 1,718} 124 196 142
Mountaine..v.. +21 -8 +1 5 692 {x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PacificCiesesarennssesenncsncnrssnnsanan +8 +16 -7 8 2,166 ~-16 -1 1;904f 101 123 118
Hardware.ceesseoneves reses].  +13 +14 =8 170 70,693 -9 0 144, 124,127} 203 254 233
Miadle Atlantic.. sesl 4121 416 -6 38 10,406 71 +l4 32 16,681 181 191 183
East North Central. resere} +13 +20 -10 24 13,269 ~12 -3 23 23,742| 185 237 231
West North Central. aveesel 18 +11 -14 " 18 12,941 -10 -3 w 24,490 223 291 262
South Atlantic..... sssass] 18 +17 -3 29 6,578 -12 ~1 25 11,433) 195 264 231
East South Central. ceeses| +11 +16 ~3 16 5,002 ~13 =1 14 8,833) 196, 251 230
West South Central. . +9 +7 ~4 15 5,523 -10 ~1 9 7,639| 217 261 231
Mountain.... «] #10 +14 ~10 8 2,556 ~14 -2 5 2,816) 234 300 292
Pacific,.. eesnes] 413 +9 -9 19 14,018 ~11 -1 16 27,589 217 279 241
Industrial SUPPLIeS.eessvcrsnssscscnsonconna +3 +10 -5 81 10,359 +3 43 59 15,865) 197 196 205
New Englavd...... creanns wee +7 +8 -6 7 381 +2 +2 6 1,093) 362 391 392
Middle Atlantic.. aveseve . -6 4 s 19 1,682 +1 -2 12 2,008} 177 185 177
East North Central. cenee . +4 +6 -~11 6 789 ~7 ~3 6 1,2901 63 182 180
West ‘North Central. P sers| =10 -11 -13 6 665 «11 -2 4 777 130 200 181
South Atlantic... ervese] =3 +9 -9 11 1,014 +2 [¢] 10 2,167} 218 209 237
South Central,..... eeae] #12 +17 o 25 4,868 +10] +10 15 6,808f . 194 188 197
PacifiCeeereaesnonerinsssassosasnnrasnns -5 +8 -11 7 960 +1 -3 6 1,7224 189 176 214
Jewelryeerseeeanns +5 +24 -8 148 8,491 =10 +3 a3 14,813 226 273 267
New England. .o -10 +12 -8 [ 510 (x) | (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) (x)
Middle Atlantic.... 7 +31 -6 41 2,393 +1 +9 20 3,888[ 224 246 245
East North Central. ceransrsana +9 +24 -11 40 2,176 -8 +2 28 4,175 219 266 267
West North Central. “es +1 1 +18 -13 i5 1,030 -16 -3 11 2,211 240 317 282
South Atlantic,.. -8 4 -7 iz 553 -35 -9 10 872l 1N 240 199
+15 +2 +2 5 169 0 +24 4 225]| 308 314 248
+9 +34 -4 24 1,638 ~11 ¢ 15 3,077 246 299 335

See footnotes at end of table.
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
SEPTEMBER 1952
[Data are shown by geographic divisian, where posalble without disclosure of individual operations)

Page 3

Sales Inventories, end-of-<month (at cogt) Stockmsales
. nto dtviat Percent change iSeptember 1952 panel Peroent cheng) September 1952 penel ratlost
eographic diviaion Sept. 195 .
Pand Sept. 1952 39';‘;‘ m:g::b:r Reported ?wn,l . 4 Nmé\gg:bo!‘ Reported
kind of business from-- from | 2158 dollar iy 1 dcllay Beptd Sept, A:qu;.
vy 955 4 5
Septe |Aug. |9 mos| roports (::iugoo) 8ept. | hug, | veparte | d&gl&“m A92z 11950 | 1953
1951 | 1932 | 19812 ing ™ 1951 1942 ing

Lumber and building materdalseee.s.e... ... +11 +8 -7 g0 $15,672 =16 -7 57 $11,939 103 136 121
M1ddle AtlantiC.cissvrsvivernerevenenss s +21 -8 18 3,736 +18 -4 9 1,276 49 41 63
East North Centralescv.civeciveriannanss +8 +5 =3 11 1,562 =20 -2 9 1,076 82 117 90
West North Central... crrtettacennes +22 +7 =13 7 815 +6 +1 4 368 71 89 86
South Ablantit.eeeveseseoses N +7 +5 -9 11 1,947 +3 -2 9 1,576 163 180 173

South Centraleseeseransenns vees | 426 +2 -9 5 978 | (x) (x) () (x} (x) (x) (x)
Mountein.,,. e ceseen +6 -4 -6 7 2,708 ~32 <17 [ 2,612 109 162 125
F T 8 3 T +13 +9 -5 7 1,584 =7 ~18 6 1,845 128 174 169

Machinery equipment, suppliea (except

L S =19 49 =9 50 8,235 +8 0 39 17,042 242 171 254
New Englandaeuesessass tere -2 +12 =16 5 435 +3 Py 4 1,069 344 318 371
Middle Atlantic, PR 0 +16 =14 .8 1,508 ~4 -2 5 1,823 132 136 156
East North Central. . +22 +12 +23 12 1,509 1 -2 9 1,942 kys:] 213 186
South Atlantic....... . . +3 +10 -5 7 810 -6 +1 6 2,125 276 297 309
South Central,.. eracee 64 =13 -32 6 1,256 +24 wl 5 6,417 528 150 460
PaCIfdCeansreanarronrrasisenesonenansae +10 +7 +9 8 1,235 +8 +1 é 2,059 258 241 241
L N X B +11 +15 +1 41 13,748 +21 o 36 18,312 136 127 158
Paints and varnisheS.seseeeeeseeveisescnsss -1 -4 -9 49 6,702 -5 -2 45 17,291 263 272 256
Plumbing and heating SUPP1ie8seracsnnconeas =1 +8 -9 139 20,311 = +1 116 29,680 164 175 174

New England.uvucsesesescsnsnacees 1 % -8 7 395Gy | (&) (%) x G T T W
Middle AtlantiCessssreeas.. +2 +11 ~-13 32 2,767 =~ +1 25 4,112 168 180 184
East North Central,. -3 +13 ~10 17 1,905 “21 4 15 3,152 184 224 219
West North Central . +6 +3 -18 15 1,967 ~15 +1 13 3,138 169 207 177
South Atlantic.... seecsasinerirasas, (¢} +5 -6 39 8,734 =2 +2 39 13,414 154 158 158
East South Central tessrennsiinenan -3 +21 -5 11 2,337 -17 +4 9 2,924 142 161 182
Mountain....eeeans o tesrenssane =12 +18 «19 4 378 «3 -4 4 796 211 130 260

PRI iC.tertnnrairaetasnnnnnronnssnnes ~3 +3 =17 5 1,100 | (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) {x)
Refrigeration equipment, parts {eommercial) -2 ~7 -3 77 2,058 =6 +2 68 4,523 252 263 238
Middle ABlantiC.e..evene.n, ‘ees <20 -7 «5 12 438 -13 +3 1 941 231 208 209
East North Centrdl....... -8 ~20 -5 23 299 -12 0 18 810 363 426 283
South Atlanticieeiinsenen., +13 +3 42 22 633 +5 +3 22 1,442 228 246 228

South Central ~11 45 +18 4 o i {x) {x) {x) {x) {x) {x) (x)
Pacific,...... +10 -8 -7 9 258 ~13 -. 8 554 296 339 250
Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies..... +5 b -4 35 5,089 +2 43 28 6,208 135 138 125
Middle At1antiCeeesevsececronrnoncncsna +11 +3 +2 6 820 +20 -3 5 839 111 103 117
East North Centralice.ee.... seenens +6 -5 -6 i1 2,316 -2 +7 4 2,542 124 134 110
South. Atlantic....ivevenn.n,. cesenas -7 -1 -8 6 667 -3 +1 5 898 139 133 137
South Ceniraleseciinannnssasnnensananes 0 =12 +3 5 630 +1 +3 4 717 135 131 113
Beeriieiiiiniiiiananeirnnnen .o +16 =11 +8 37 2,056 +3 ~12 33 854 46 53 46
Middle Atlantic.. ve +15 -24 +10 7 462 +27 =9 7 100 22 20 19
East North Central +20 =11 +11 12 622 +11 0 1 277 46 50 41
West North Central. +24 -8 +18 5 158 -20 -19 4 48 65 167 76
South Atlantic.... +7 0 +1 5 422 4 -23 4 156 53 59 49
PaCifiCieeeiiintensnennnn Cerraraareees . +16 -4 +3 5 343 -8 10 4 199 67 86 71
Chemic: in, INQUSErIalessereenesonraseonra . -2 +7 -15 18 2,664 13 -2 14 1,647 70 7 76
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes).... 14 7 -4 20 3,970 +7 -4 13 4,198 124 136 138
L . +13 +0 =11 20 4,510 +2 +3 18 6,430 149 160 203
Confectionery..co.... D +4 +6 +6 38 1,418 =1 +2 19 724 95 108 204
Middle Atlantie.. +3 43 +4 7 359 -1 -5 4% 193 87 90 92

East North Central. -3 -5 +1 4 nof (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
South Atlantic..... ree ~19 ~10 ~1 10 240 ~15 +1 5 : 132 87 116 94
South Centraleceeciaveeen,u, vrisateeen . +14 +31 +10 11 469 +2 +5 5 224 91 101 110
Dairy and poultry products,........... tesen +6 -1 4] 27 6,796 +27 -1 21 R 70 59 71
Drugs and sundries (14 +16 +14 +5 203 66,858 +1 +6 164 96,213 175 203 189
New Englang,..... +14 +15 +5 13 3,273 +2 +1 1 4,360 169 190 194
Middle Atlantic.. e +11 +12 +% 27 10,814 ~6 4 20 10,724 152 78 175
East North Central, . +15 +14 +4 28 11,353 -2 +4 22 13,948 156 183 173
West North Central. . +15 +14 +5 19 7,080 +2 +38 17 10,382 170 190 141
South Atlantic.i... . +15 +17 +7 31 7,887 +3 +4 23 11,173 187 204 211
East South Central. +14 +17 +2 16 3,948 -2 4 12 5,963 184 217 211
West South Central. +16 +14 +6 32 8,916 +6 +4 26 16,310 217 240 238
Mountainee.sseoe... +15 +11 +6 11 2,727 +7 +11 9 5,607 214 231 217
Pacific Prssanennss cens +24 +12 +8 26 10,860 -2 +2 24 17,746 164 200 181
Dry goods.....................-............ +20 +8 -6 178 53,914 ~16 -3 148 69,218 149 214 167
New England... e .. +15 +10 -8 7 805 =17 -3 7 1,030 128 177 146
Middle Atlantic......,. . . +16 +12 -16 49 8,334 =25 +9 38 9,450 159 250 164
East North Central...,. . +20 +13 -1 17 6,394 ~14 -9 17 6,683 105 L6 130
West North Central . +26 +4 =7 19 18,636 ~11 -4 17 30,855 167 238 181
South Atlantie,, . +23 +19 -2 23 6,421 -7 ~71 18 7,821 135 176 169
East South Centralieeveoon.. . 4 +13 -5 15 2,704 -6 -7 10 3,377 i62 177 194
West Scuth Central.......... +32 +8 -3 2 4,137 -9 +2 20 5,208 126 182 134
Mountain,....... +14 -2 -6 5 610 ~12 -2 5 1,333 219 282 227
Pacificeiinaiian. +3 +2 +3 23 5,873 ~46 ~10 16 3,461 152 296 169
Farm SUPPLISs e es et isttintinnrenntennanasns +13 +1 +2 20 3,188 -6 -1 11 1,094 58 68 62
Fresh fruits and vegetables.i........... e 4% -8 +7 61 5,131 -7 +3 39 852 23 26 21
New England..... +16 -17 +9 6 350 +10 +14 5 57 23 25 18
Middle Atlantie... +4 -9 +12 17 1,157 +4 0 10 25 6 6 5
East North Central +1 14 +9 13 1,151 +26 +2 7 331 41 33 37
West North Central +17 -2 +5 7 685 +9 4 7 192 28 30 27
South Atlantic.... ~23 -3 o 6 287 +42 +21 4 51 22 14 18

East South Central -2 +5 <2 5 6Ly (x) | (x) | (x) (x) 1 x] @
PacifiCeerientnvinresnrnenae +15 + +3 5 1,136 +6 +13 4 134 12 13 12

See footnotes at end of tdble,




Page 4 WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
SEPTEMBER 1952

[Data are shoun by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]

Sales - - Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) Stock-sales
| Percent change September 1952 panel ercent September 1952 panel ratios?
Geographic division Sept. 1952 |9 mo. | Number of Sept. 1952 Number of
and - Reported from-- Reported
Xind of business from- 1952 | estab- dollar estab- | “00
| e v L R ol oy o 0 ol e e
eph. ug . mo, | report- Sept., | Aug. report-
1981 | 1985 |19 | T ing | (eda 000l JSBT 1 108s | TEEATET | (add 0o0)
Oroceriea, totBlevsseacrsosnsracoaransssneras 114 +6 +7 888 | $159,630 14 +6 722 | $150,820 123 135 122

Non-affiliated full-line wholesalers®..... +11 +5 +5 558 65,061 +2 +6 476 67,767 123 135 123

New Englandes.eacessasessssninns | 413 +1 +2 7 1,393 7 8B - 5 1,554 ) 156 | 192| 148
Middle Atlantie. . 17| 48 +11 19 3,032 +13 +12 13 3,470 137 144 133
East North Central...... +6 +10 +5 138 12,628 ~11 +1 129 13,211 119 139 131
Weat North Central.....s.. ees +8 42 +3 62 7,408 +3 +10 51 8,022 133 137 125
South Atlantic....ass “en +8 +4 + 62 8,753 +5 +5 39 7,968 122 124 123
East South Central. +8 ~2 +1 40 4,768 -1 -3 33 4,398 112 122 113
West South Central. +12 +7 +6 108 15,307 +2 +7 87 14,878 119 134 118
MountaiNeeesusssrsrsnnns +19 +3 +7 26 3,113 +6 +12 25 3,858 127 142 117
Pacifi0cesevacrscncsnorsascnansscaracses +20 +6 +7 96 8,659 +14 +8 94 10,048 123 128 120

Voluntary-group wholesalers..eevessssesens +15 +5 +9 200 65,234 +7 +5 152 58,872 125 133 121

New England...,.... . +54 +31 +14 9 4,237 +26 +6 7 1,949 115 110 108
Middle Atlentic.. +7 o} +4 37 13,922 +6 + 26 10,407 132 126 117
East North Central. +14 +3 +12 47 13,084 +8 +7 32 9,544 111 116 103
West North Central. +18 +9 +10 69 19,876 +35 +7 69 26,381 133 148 135
South Atlantic... +7 +6 +3 12 2,906 +15 +17 6 1,983 123 115 117
PacifiCeiaressvensesnsenas +22 -1 +14 18 6,386 +10 -5 4 2,686 107 122 110
Retailer-cooperative warehousesS..s.siecesss +17 +15 #11 23 11,807 0 +11 16 6,260 105 127 104
Specialty lines wholesalers.....sessesesen +20 +11 +5 107 17,528 +4 +6 78 17,921 127 148 132
New Englandescesveccssens +11 +22 +1 5 243 4 -5 4 117 50 59 64
Middle Atlantilc.. +17 +23 +5 25 4,517 +9 -2 18 3,931 100 108 127
East North Central... +26 +30 +4 11 1,138 +20 +15 N -] 308 72 67 70
South Atlantic..eeeearecvecans +6 +15 +2 217 ¥ 2,07 =10 +3 154 - 2,120 113 133 127
East South Central. +17] 422 +7 6 6921 (x} {x) {x) (xs (x) (x} (x)
West South Central.... +12 +16 0 5 3081 (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x)
Mountaine.seesoss 4341 417 | 42 4 912{f (x) {x} (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
Pacific.. eevitasverenansasbinarens +25 0 +5 28 7,338 +3 +8 24 9,818 169 212 154
Leather and shoe findings..c.ovessescisansas +3 +17 =5 26 649 -4 =1 13 1,032 307 343 367
Midadle Atlantic..... +16 +9 +1 6 5L (x) (%) (x) (x) [€3] (x) (x)
East North Central. -3 411 -4 5 107§ (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
West North Central....... “5|  +22 -7 4 62 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PACETIC e seesesaensrsrcncasasinrarsasnnn +7] 419 -7 7 372 (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x)
Meats and meat productS.icsicieercnecicecncss -2 4 -4 40 23,659 -2 -10 36 7,762 38 38 41
Middle Atlantic.,..... -6 -2 -5 11 4 b4 +1 -2 11 2,278 51 48 51
East North Central. ~1 =15 -1 13 9,425 +2 -16 12 3,283 37 36 37
PacifiCaccasescnsencecnoses +3 +3 o] 5 4,971 =24 -4 4 706 28 34 30
Paper and its productSec.c sscvasreseniaoaes +7 +10 =11 62 10,341 + -3 42 9,701 129 132 146
New Englandeeceses veeenasa .o +14 +5 -8 ] 312 +10 ~1 4 402 215 217 224
Middle Atlantic.......... +2 +14 ~12 18 2,897 +9 -2 10 1,647 %4 85 110
East North Central.. +5 +12 =11 19 3,635 +7 o 15 3,457 ) 109 107 123
South Atlantie... -6 +1 -13 6 747 (%) (x) (x) (xi (x) {x) [€3]
South Central +17 45 -5 5 600} (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) {x)
Pacifice..c... +29 +13 -6 6 1,858 +2 ~4 5 2,308 154 195 175
PetroleuMe.ovsrecorrnassssnssveasvonsannaves 4131 420 + 28 5,395 +13 -5 28 6,569 122 122 13¢
Shoes and other fOOtWEET v uvreorseeessvoese +1 ~14 +1 35 34,690 -19 ~6& 31 61,958 181 226 167
Tobacco ProduetSeesenscersessrcrencossrsveoas +9 0] . 45 286 44,901 +9 +8 171 18,268 60 61 56
+9 -3 +6 35 3,39 -2 -4 13 619 48 53 46
+6 ~2 +3 56 14,008 +13 +16 35 7,613 73 68 60
+12 +1 +6 70 8,836 +2 -1 42 2,718 52 57 53
43 -1 + 42 6,036 -1 0 32 2,617 56 61 59
South Atlantic...ccueenes +17 +5 +8 25 5,841 +12 +9 19 2,579 53 56 52
East South Central... +23 +7 +13 10 1,700 +9 +3 6 648 46 52 48
West South Central.. +7 +1 +7 24 2,086 +7 -3 8 439 53 50 54
Mountain..c.eereeseas +6 =3 i 10 613 +5 +11 9 398 67 67 58
4 +1 -1 14 2,395 +38 +10 7 637 67 52 63
+11 +18 +3 286 92,172 -11 +2 232 111,454 145 180 168
+18 +22 +1 20 4,526 4 +8 15 4,060 129 177 151
+7 +24 -2 50 30,303 -22 +1 44 34,180 131 178 157
East North Central. +4 +7 -2 46 11,309 +3 +6 35 15,821 164 165 166
West North Central..... faes +18 +22 +2 29 6,810 -9 +11 24 6,926 137 180 153
South Atlantic..... e +8 +14 +10 43 10,829 +7 -3 41 16,014 152 152 178
fast South Central vens +10 +19 +6 15 3,161 +5 =7 12 4,611 183 194 236
West South Central. +25] 466 +9 30 8,890 -16 -9 27 11,015 126] 188{ 230
T [+} +1 +3 12 2,272 +25 +7 10 2,901 | 332] 115| 124
PacifiC.cesvvernccrrcccorssesscnsascnans +19 +1 +11 41 14,072 ~19 +13 T 24 15,926 182 238 159
MISCE11ANEOUS s esesseenrsvssassosssssarsnases +23 +5 -1 44 8,983 +5 -1 31| 8,317 138 176 159

x Insufficient data to show separately.

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories

in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these caleulations for the mark-up of sales, which varies from itrade to trade.

2 jneludes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly ‘trendas.

3 The United States total and totaels for some trades include a number of establishiments not assigned to a geographic division.

4 Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

5 Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" States which do not have State control or monopoly distribution

at the wholesale level. .

Note: Percentage changes are computed on an unweighted basis by sumparizing all reports received in time for tebulation. Since coverage
varies by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown
may not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers. They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers submitting
date in edch of the pericds for which comparisons are made. .

States comprising geographic divisions
New England (Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vi) Fast South Central (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)
Middle Atlantic (N.J., N.Y., Pa. West South Central (Ark., La., Okla., Texas)
Fast North Central (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined.
West North Central (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., N.Dak., S.bak.) Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N.Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
South Atlantic (Del., Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., S.C., Va., W.Va.) Pacific (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)

!
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Sales and inventory trends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted

te the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,271 wholesale establishments in various lines
of business.

SALES

Dollar sales of merchant wholesalers during October rose 7 percent above the 1level of the previous
month and were up 2 percent over October sales a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first ten months of
1932, however, were slightly (1%) below the corresponding period of last year.

All geographic divislons indicated sales 4 %o 13 percent higher than a month earlier, the principal in-
crease being noted in the Middle Atlantic Division. Compared with a year ago, however, the Middle Atlantic
Division reported the only decrease, 2 percent. While the Pacific indicated no change from salesa year ago,
all other divigions showed increases ranging from 1 percent in New England to 8 percent in the West South
Central and Mountain Divisions. However, only three divisions--the South Atlantic, East South Central, and

- West South Central--reflected gains in cumulative sales for the first ten months of 1952 as compared with
the same period of last year, :

Of the 37 kinds of business covered in this report, 28 reflected gains over September sales with wines
and spirits, wp 20 percent, indicating the most substantial increase. Grocery retailer-cooperatives remained
at practically the same level as o month earlier, while shoes and other footwear, down 14 percent, accounted
for the. sharpest deelizie. - Compsred - with & year ago, clothing and furnishings showed the largest increase
(35%) among the 27 trades. indicating gains. Coal reported the sharpest decrease (184) below October 1951
sales. Cumulative sales thus far in 1952 were behind the comparable ten-month period of last year in most
trades, particularly durable goods wholesalers. Of the .durable goods trades, only metals and automotive
supplies, up 1 and 2 percent, respectively, showed increased dollar sales.

INVENTORIES

September 30, but weére down 8 percent below the October 31, 1951, stock level. Based on the reports of 3,327
wholesdle establishments submitting inventories in conjunction with sales, the October stock-sales ratio of

While the New England and West North Central Divisions showed practically no change from inventory lev-
els of a month earlier, all other divisions indicated stocks up 1 to 3 percent. All divisions, however, re-

ported inventories 4 4o 12 percent below a year ago, with the Middle Atlantic and Pacific Divisions sharing
the sharpest decline. : '

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Page 2

WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES; BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEDGRAPHIC DIVISION

OCTOBER 1952

[Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operaiions]

Sales . Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) Stock-sales
Percent change QOctober 1952 panel ercent o October 1952 panel rationl
Geographic division Oct. 1952 ’
whie oct. 193 O mo. Number of | peported ot 19 Humber of | geported
¥ind of business Tom-- : Lishme dollar dollar Oct. | Oct. | Sept.
rom nts values 1lishments
4 values 1952 1 1951 | 1952
Oct. |Sept. 10 mo.| Teport~ | (oa4750n) Il Oct. |Sept. | TePOTt- | (o447 g00)
1951 |1952 | 19512 1951 {1952 ing
United States, t0t81%.eecennesnonescas +2 +7 -1 4,271 $950,926 -8 +2 3,327|$1,070,450 )| 138| 152 145
New Englande.casosescorerocsnoasnnorraecanas +1 +10 -1 257 42,892 -1 0 181 42,026 132 150 147
Middle Atlantice..-.vas . -2 +13 4 776 183,624 ~12 +1 577 161,804 114 125 128
.. +2 B2 ~1 839 176,093 -9 +1 679 175,152 116 130 125
. +6 s -1 486 119,865 =7 4] 4021 155,908 151 173 157
. +2 +6 +2 532] 106,492 -6 +1 427 119,842 134 144 141
. +5 +7 +2 213 42,132 -8 42 160 45,678 | 130 147] 137
. +8 +4 +3 398 86,567 4 +2 312 106,486 154 169 160
i . +8 +6 -1 179 31,723 7! 1470 3738l 139] 10| 142
Pacificeesaasas sacscvisarebeeietansnassascons [} +7 i} 540 126,720 -12 +3 392 140,481 148 166 154
Automotive sSupplieS...saescecosvcssscecarcns +11 +8 +2 325 24,659 ~4 0 213 19,065 192 226 224
New Englands.eeve., +12 -6 +6 12 F47 ~17 -6 7 392 160 207 209
Middle Atlantic.... +15 +25 -5 49 1,591 -8 4 45 2,438 178 22 230
East North Central. +17 +18 +3 0 5,399 e +2 60 6,610 175 227 212
West North Centrali..... +14 +7 +5 50 5,563 -1 o 28 2,947 183 206 219
South Atlantice..ceaass T 45 -2 +5 21 3,67 -3 ~2 12 1,028 221 241 256
West South Ceniral.. +13 -1 +4 16 2,177 -6 -5 11 925 211 219 231
Mountaine...... +18 +38 -1 27 1,478 +2 +3 17 1,366 242 241 217
Pacificeccceincicisniiantaesans 4 -1 -4 7 3,191 -2 0 30 3,327 236 242 22
Electrical group, totale.seiscvecnicsscinanes -1 +9 -6 699 173,453 -26 0 628 196,050 121 162 132
Full-line wholesalerSeeiesressscscascoas .. ~4 +8 ~6 b4 131,157 -28 0 434 163,082 126 170 136
New England..c..ieees . -1 +10 -8 34 7,982 ~30 -3 34 11,057 138 195 157
Middle Atlantic.... . =12 +6 -10 65 20,181 -34 -1 62 25,950 131 175 140
East North Centrali.ciececcncncmirennns . -8 +8 -8 86 30,130 ~29 0 84 33,132 112 148 121
West North Ceniralecceuivecescecsssnncens -5 +7 ~12 43 10,535 ~33 c 43 14,329 136 191 146
South Atlentice.ciesecavens N .o +7 +7 +2 64 18,770 ~19 +1 62 24,605 135 178 144
. East South Central.. . +1 +14 +7 29 6,474 =27 -2 27 7,106 113 158 132
West South Central.. . - 46 +5 4 48 11,456 =25 -2 48 17,093 149 212 160
Mountaine.ecvoncanns N o +6 -8 21 4,752 =30 -5 21 5,437 114 163 127
Pacific.... - -3 +12 -11 54 20,877 =27 +0 53 24,373 117 156 124
Wiring supplies, construction materials

distributors..... wesassvesen cmarerraesens +1 +11 =2 137 12,788 46 + 100 12,580 129 125 140
New Engleand.... . +7 +12 +2 14 8o4 -5 +9 5 384 159 191 160
Middle Atlantic.. avecenanvees . +10 +20 -2 32 1,783 +11 +3 24 2,223 144 144 169
East North Central....ceveeecses . +2 +14 -2 31 3,745 +16 +2 25 3,877 137 121 153
West North Central.. . 4] +1 -6 [ 878 =1 +5 4 . 646 165 156 155
South Atlantice.ssases . +2 +15 4 20 2,434 -11 +8 17 1,876 85 98 93
South Central.. . -6 +1 +7 14 1,683 +16 43 10 1,928 140 128 132
Mountain... . -9 ~10 +5 5 11 (x) {x} {x) X {x) (63] {x)
Pacific.vevananvacniennnns esrassvensrens -6 +10 -8. 15 990 -6 +2 13 1,322 143 143 154
Appliances and specialties wholesalers.... +8 +10 -8 118 29,508 =24 4 9% 20,388 89 129 103
New Englande..evcencessscnvenennens - 413 +14 ~10 14 2,663 +11 +5 11 1,557 69 71 75
Middle Atlantic... . -1 +16 =20 27 10,669 45 =13 19 4,446 ki 135 106
East North Central.. . +3 +9 -14 18 4,164 =25 -7 13 2,797 80 113 92
West North Centraliccc.ceecsoan . +1 +12 -8 12 1,345 =31 +2 10 1,951 152 222 166
South Atlantic..sveiecnesss . ¥12 +3 +11 15 4,150 ~3 o] 14 3,508 97 112 98
South Central... . +14 46 +10 12 1,901 -27 -8 10 2,109 114 176 131
Mountain..... . +57 +6 +13 8 2,124 + +6 8 1,937 91 138 91
Pacifice.oeraanns thseseiseeseatstonnanes +21 +5 +1 12 2,492 -12 -7 9 2,083 90 123 100
Furniture end home furnishings +11 +13 -3 o1 13,356 -16 =2 50 14,656 128 170 150
Middle Atlantice.ccveeens +8 +12 0 15 3,176 -21 ~6 11 3,15§ 134 182 158
East North Central.. +19 +13 ~1 10 2,732 -6 -3 8 3,311 144 180 163
West North Central... +11 +29 =15 9 1,448 -34 ~1 9 2,152 149 251 194
South At1antic.ses... al o3 -6 4 ol () | (x) ) (=} o | G| &
South Central..... +13 0 +© 8 1,380 ~15 -3 8 1,669 121 161 124
Mountain.... <4 .12 +1 4 5144 {x)} | (x) (x) (=} (x) | (x) | (x)
PacifiCecavecancnncnsnoreccsavsancososas +10 +23 -6 8 2,589 T +4 € 1,831 79 88 97
Hardware......cceass cessnsesacsretcsons .. EoA +9 =7 168 76,843 -8 -1 141 121,708 185 207 202
Middle Atlantiec.... . +2 +17 -5 38 11,999 +7 -1 31} 16,323 155 149 183
Eagt North Central... . + +10 -3 24 14,629 -13 -6 23 22,404 159 187 185
West North Central..... cenan 0 + ~12 19 13,829 -7 -2 18 24,676 213 226 223
South Atlantic..... ceeen +3 +6 -3 28 6,748 ~10 +1 24 10,961 183 210 192
East South Centrai. PN +7 +9 -2 15 5,381 -12 +2 13 8,789 181 222 194
West South Central. cen +7 ] 48 -3 15 5,942 -7 0 9 7,650 209 238 217
Mountain. .. +16 +10 -7 7 2,689 ~13 =1 4 2,333 243 276 218
PaCIfiCerieisesrsosaenscoarornoasnananne +7 +8 -7 12 15,153 ~9 v 16 27,654 202 237 217
Industrial supplieSesecevsecesesscanss cresen +8 +4 s 79 10,581 0 -2 57 14,674 182 199 193
New Englan@e..coeeeecnes .e -3 +13 -6 7 432 +3 +1 [ 1,09 315 300 360
Middle Atlantic..ecececens . ~11 +7 4 19 1,718 -3 =2 12 1,608 144 135 154
East North Central... . -2] +#3| -10 6 888 =7 +1 6 1,309 | 147 156| 163
West North Centralececs... . +13 +17 =11 5 724 ~20 -5 4 T2 164 208 190
South Atlantic...cvesnscacses . -15 -3 -10 9 T64 +1 +1 8 1,535 205 174 197
. +29 +3 +3 25 5,025 +5 -5 15 6,582 179 238 197
. -6 -51 .10 8 1,030 +4 +5 6 1,806 | 234 | 192| 3189
Jewelryeawseeonsnonan saressecsesearans +7 #16 =6 131 9,346 -8 +1 7 13,442 200 227 224
New England... ceren +12] +30 -5 8 665 || (x) [€3) (=) (x) {x) [£3] x)
Middle Atlantic.... s +24 +26 -3 41 2,857 +6 +1 16 3,091 170 198 214
East North Central. .. +3 - +6 -9 34 2,241 4 +3 22 3,935 202 219 207
West North Central. -1 +16 ~12 14 1,086 -14 -2 11 1,975 207 241 284
South Atlantic. -13 +8 -7 5 se7 il (x) | {x) (x) (x] (x) | (x) 1 (x)
South Ceniral. ves cren ] 419 24 +4 A 185 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PACifiC.ancscoresansveravrascnaanss emaeee -3 +11 e 22 1,748 =14 +5 14 3,188 248 269 254

See footnotes at end of table.
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VHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

Page 3
QCTCBER 1952
[Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without diselosure of individual operations]
’ - Sales Inveutory, end~of-month (st cost) Stock-sales
Percent change Qetober 1952 panel fpavcent ch Gotober 1952 panel ratios?
feographle alviasion . Got. 1952 [10 mo. | Number of 0cte 1952 | ponber of
and . £ 1952 eatab Reported from-- egtabe Reported
kind of business Ll .| dollar . dollar [|Oct, |Qct. iSept.
from | lishments bt lighments "0y 1952 |1951 | 1952
Oct. | Septs 10 mo, | report- [, Y2iUe Oct. | Sept. | report- | VErue
195111952 [10m12| 1mg  [(882°000) | 1057 |3gsp | img . |(edd 000)

Lumber and building materialBecesscesrsacese +8 +6 -6 78 $16,282 ~13 +3 55 $12,066 102 128 106
Miadle Atlentice... +1 +10 =7 17 4249 +10 7 8 1,122 38 35 47
East North Central. -5 +h -3 16 1,162 «10 -4 8 920 103 108 110
West Horth Central, +24 +9 =9 7 885 +24 +12 4 412 78 79 71
South Atlanticaea.. +5 46 -8 11 2,060 +6 +1 9 1,585 159 161 163
South Central,..... 47{ 46 -8 5 1,031 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x} | (x| (%)

Yountain.... +10 +5 -4 7 2,850 20 +18 6 3,091 121 165 109
PACITIC v eneatcnaarrsocriernnsnesraranes +25 +9 -2 7 1,734 ~10 -6 6 1,738 110 177 128
Muchinery equipment 1ies (except

electr‘zlzal()l. .?....:.:m.l?}.).....g....l.)........ 14 +7 -9 49 8,538 +3 ~1 36 16,407 223 183 247
New England,.,. = St 5 %64 ) =3 % 1,038 | 301 291| %4
#iddle Atlantic.... -8 +5{ w13 6 1,280 (x) { (=) (x) (=) (x) | (x) | (0
East North Central. +12 +14 +22 12 1,722 0 -1 9 1,930 149 166 176
South Atlantic,.... -1 +2 -5 8 847 -3 -1 [ 2,094 277 275 276
South Central,. -39 +43 -33 6 1,796 +7 ~3 5 6,211 351 197 528
Pacific.....cuu.e =20 w12 +6 8 1,089 +9 +2 6 2,099 278 218 258

MetalBecseessrtannansasnsoensrcrsrensnrassas +1 +9 +1 42 15,738 +30 +1 37 19,900 132 102 140

Paints and varnicheSs..ceeieresetonrenacanes +4 | +10 -8 49 7,366 -2 ~2 45 16,962 235 249 264

Plumbing and heating supplleSececssssccnenss -1 +11 -9 140 22,755 -3 -2 116 29,289 145 151 165
New Englandeeeessas +5 +8 -6 3 LIZ (x) (x) (€3] (x} {x) {(x) [€3)
Middle Atlantic.. +7 +21 ~11 33 3,452 -9 -3 25 3,921 131 154 168
East North Central, . +5 +10 -8 16 1,993 ~14 +2 13 2,889 178 209 189
West North Centrale..... +3 +12 =15 15 2,200 -9 -1 13 3,111 150 169 169
South Atlanticesvsesseas -t +12 -5 42 10,122 -2 -4 42 13,480 133 132 156
East South Central. +1 +% -4 11 2,476 -1 +6 9 3,100 145 141 142
MouRt8iNesessvsvoan -10 ~9 ~18 4 2671 (%) (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) (x)
Pacifice.ucass -18 =2 =17 5 1,079 (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) {x} {x)

Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial). -3 -2 -3 72 1,986 ~7] -3 62 4,075 247 266 249
Middle Atlantice.secersionvessrsanncanas ~15 0 ~6 13 520 24 -11 11 837 210 235 231
East North Central. -2 +11 =5 19 230 4 +3 14 501 309 391 369
South Atlantice..e. 4 -6 +?2 19 568 +5 -2 . 19 1,349 238 235 227
South Central.... +3 +15 +17 4 61 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Pacifice.cnen... =13 =19 ~8 9 208 ~16 o 8 556 348 389 296

Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies...... ~6 +2 4 38 5,325 -2 =5 3 6,133 129 122 137
Middle AL1eNtiCesessevssvrosssvecasessas | 13 +2 7 1,005) +27 +5 5 8831 104 8 1
East North Central.... cere -16 =9 -7 1n 2,109 ~7 ~11 8 2,273 124 109 124
South Atlantic..... aeas +2 +10 ~7 7 813 ~5 +2 [ 1,006 127 136 137
South Centrale.ceessseasecasassacasnssas +20 +19 +5 5 749 +3 +4 4 Thé 116 132 135

Beereavasaorrrans +8 -6 +8 37 1,901 +2 -4 33 820 47 50 46
Middle Atlantic.. +4 ~12 +9 8 406 ~14 ~27 7 73 18 22 22

. Eaat North Central.... +10 -4 +11 11 575 +6 -8 11 256 45 46 46
West North Central,. +14 =14 +18 5 136 =15 +10 4 53 79 109 65
South Atlantic,.... +3 -6 +1 5 398 +33 +10 4 216 62 48 53
PaCifiCeerenisroscnrasnecensssessncrsans +14 o +4 5 342 12 -3 4 193 66 86 67

Chemicals, industriale.ccieieccveresesscsvnces +1 +16 ~13 16 3,165 ~10 +1 11 1,538 58 65 68

Clothing end furnishings (except shoes)..... +35 +6 -1 17 3,271 +26 +19 12 3,456 122 131 114

£08Lastasvereiersernrnsorasnnransescesnncnns =18 =12 =12 20 3,962 -3 -5 ‘18 6,138 159 134 149

ConfectionerYeseesscascnsnns +11 +10 +7 38 1,505 +4 +8 .20 799 100 112 102

+2 +8 +4 7 332 4 +6 4% 201 114 118 110
Eagt North Centrali..... +11 +15 +2 4 1274 (%) (%) (x) {(x) {x) (x} (x)
South Atlantic..... ETYRTITTS +8 +h 0 10 250 -12 +3 153 8 113 20
Fast South Centraleseevesssssssarosssnos +16 +12 +7 8 305 (x} (%) {x) (=) (x) (x) (x)

Dairy and poultry productSesscececssececcane +14 +17 +1 20 4,892 +6 +7 14 1,858 46 47 47

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded). .o +6 +6 +6 212 72,114 +3 +3 168 103,446 176 183 181
New Englande..iesss +5 +4 +5 14 3,337 +3 +3 1 4,290 166 170 167
Middle Atlantic..... +2 +6 +3 28 11,875 +1 +3 20 12,041 161 164 166
East North Centralecessess +7 +7 +5 28 11,899 -1 +3 21 13,726 149 161 157
West North Central...... +3 +2 +5 20 7,327 +1 +2 17 10,574 169 172 170
South Atlantice.esesvaneas +8 +3 +7 ) 8,129 +3 +2 23 11,437 188 196 187
East South Central, +8 +5 +3 17 4,177 [s] [s] 13 6,144 178 193 187
West South Central, +8 +4 + 34 9,839 +9 +4 28 18,255 218 216 219
Mountain, . +10 +10 +7 14 3,724 +6 0 11 6,742 191 198 211
Pacific,.. titinsesvevinensennonaennnn +9 +9 +8 26 11,817 +1 +6 24 20,237 172 185 178

DIy BOOASeseetsencsrsnesvosseatsnanasassanaa +17 ~1 -3 168 52,518 -8 =1 139 67,063 150 189 148

+24 +16 -5 6 918 =3 +7 |- [ 927 101 129 109

+12 +8 ~-13 47 8,678 -21 -3 37 9,022 150 204 163

+22 -2 +1f 15 5,860 -2 +3 15 5,992 102 127 98

+20 -4 4 18 17,748 +1 +3 17 31,665 179 213 167

+11 -2 -1 22 6,190 -2 -8 16 6,777 123 140 13

+8 -3 ~3 14 2,538 -8 ~12 9 2,763 144 168 156

West South Central, +19 -9 +1 19 3,645 ~11 4 19 4,854 133 178 126
Mountaine..eessos +7 ~4 ~5 6 642 ~5 +1 5 1,345 233 265 219
PacifiCesessseaernarcnnncncnses +15 +7 +h 21 6,299 ~41 0 15 3,718 145 267 151

Farm sUPDlieBesveeeessinencnasnonniosassnnnn -6 -1 +1 19 3,060 +2 +6 10 1,098 64 57 58

Fresh fruits and vegetableBe.secaveceonsnons +4 +2 +#7 66 5,444 +9 +44 39 929 31 30 24
Nev EnglaDde..eeeescassans cane 0 +1 +8 7 377 +7 +9 5 63 35 36 36
Middle Atlantic.... -7 +9 +10 17 1,237 +56 1 +124 10 56 10 7 6
East North Central. . +19 ~6 +10 i5 1,758 +17 +18 7 173 36 36 37
West North Central. +1 +2 +5 7 698 +20 +52 71. 292 42 35 28
South Atlantic... saee +3 +13 +1 6 320 +40 +37 4 70 27 19 22
East South Central.... veae +13 +6 4] 6 3440 (%) (x) (=) (x) (%) (x) {x}
Pacificessneeds sevetesessanattantrienene +8 -4 +3 5 4750 (x) (x) (%) {x) (x) (x) (x}

See footnotes at end of table,
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Page 4
ge WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISICN

, OCTOBER 2952 ;
[Data ere shown by geographic division, -where possible without disclosure of individual operations}
Sales ﬂ Inventory, end-of-month (2t cost} Stock-sales
Percent change October 1952 panel |Percent change|October 1952 panel ratios!
Geo, hic division Oct. 1952 Oct, 1952
gmpm ivisi eromn 10 mo. | Number of| od £rOm— Humber of| eported
Kkind of bustness 1952 estab- doe’p ]ml b estab- ac11 Ot Oct. |Sept
0ot | Sept, | fram ’i;";m‘ b8l alues | Oct. | Sept. I:ms values [ 1952 | 1951 | 1952
1951 1952 19512 ing (edd 000) }| 1951 1952 ing {add 000)
18 46 +7 883 169,22, +3 +4 711 | $155,840 120 iz26 ] 323
+6 45 +5 557 69,363 0 4 469 70,730 0 122 129 123
+7 +7 +2 a8 1,872 -7 +4 6 2,459 145 163 5
+14 +13 +11 20 3,630 +10 +2 h7 % 3,85¢ 125 132 139
+1 + +5 136 12,828 -7 +7 127 13,521 121 130 18
+11 +8 +4 57 7,736 +3 ) 43 7,514 124 132 35
South Atlantic.ee..v.e +1 +2 +% 63 8,995 44 +6 41 8,570 129 124 121
. East South Central. . +2 +5 +1 40 5,326 43| 15 31 5,257 i 2241 2231 13
West South Central...... +6 +?2 +6 111 16,156 +1 +5 ] 15,755 i23 132 118
Mountaln..ceivserenaneas +13 42 +7 26 3,196 4 *2 25 3,935 128 133 127
. +10 +9 +7 9% 9,624 -1 -3 94 9,860 108 120 123
+1i1 +7 +9 200 68,932 +6 +3 153 39,756 120 127 124
18 ERE) 10 4,135 | +d6 +7 [ 2,402 1081 11z | 137
+8 +15 +4 38 16,249 +92 +8 27 11,443 124 17 130
+10 +6 +12 &7 13,529 +9 +7 32 9,541 115 14 108
+17 +5 +11 68 20,455 +6 -1 68 25,392 1241 - 137 132
+2 +10 +3 11 2,917 L] 4] 6 1,97 114 10 123
BT P S; | ¢ +5 +13 18 6,877 +& +3 % 2,764 | 106 115 17
Retaller-cooperative warehouges.cases-asoa) +11 [} +12 21 11,627 -2 ~3 15 5,868 k228 102 103
Specialty lines wholesalerSeesseesassconas +4 +12 +5 105 19,300 47 +10 74 19,486 227 121 129
New Englonde.esessooen . -9 ~13 ] 5 211 +11 -3 4 114 56 &7
Middie Atlentic,. . vend +5 +18 +5 26 5,200 0 -3 7 3,807 85 90 105
East North Central...... aswel 21 +# 46 11 1,179 +8 +2 6 314 65 67 72
eresue +12 +15 +3 s 2230 -1l +6 12 2,053 m 129 112
averen +5 49 +7 6 7 {2} {x) (=} x) (x) {x) {x)
IR +4 32 0 5 407 | {x) {x) {x) (x} (x) {x) {x)
wesd] 432 46| 223 4 968 || (x) (x) {x) (x} {x} (x) {x)
[RPPR =3 +11 27 8,074 +14 +18 23 11,541 186 153 170
Leather and shoe findingS...ceseece.s veeneans 43 -5 4 25 619 =1 34 1,114 310 1309
Middle AtlanticC....eeencaceees. . -6 -8 [+] 5 A (x) (x) {x) {x) {x) (%) x)
Bast North Central. . +4 12 -3 5 109 || {x} (x) %z) (x) (x) (x}) {x)
West North Central...... . ~7 +6 -7 4 €6 I (x2) (x) x) {x) (x) {x) {x}
PaCifiCs. scrnnnannnnnnnnn B +2 -12 -6 7 226 || (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) {x) {x)
Meats and meat productS.cecerescssesns +13 +11 -3 40 25,924 -16 ~7 36 7,088 31 43 38
Middle Atlantic.... +2 +9 -5 11 4,550 -6 -6 1 2,046 45 49 " 52
East North Central. +40 +22 +2 1z 43,398 ~15 ~12 1 2,888 27 45 L4
PaCifiCasucvsrnciorenssnsoasrnasncrss -9 -2 -1 5 4,853 L) <7 4 656 25 37 28
Paper and its products -3 16 -10 63 13,087 43 a 42 9,687 223 113 | 130
New England...... +6 +10 -7 5 343 +13 +2 4 410 205 203 215
Middle Atlantic.. =10 +6 ~-12 7 3,058 -8 -9 10 1,492 85 7 %4
East North Gentral. 0 +15 ~-10, 13 45223 +3 -1 15 3,598 99 93 14
South Atlentie... -9 +9 1 <32 7 843 i (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Central.... +6 41 wdy 5 606 i {x} (x} {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
4 -14 -5 7 1,663 +6 6 2,602 186 185
PetroleUleesceceressasoncsnne ceserorassannna +3 +8 +4 28 5,822 -4 -16 28 5,494 94 10 122
Shoes and other fOOLWEAT.csvrassssssossvesen +3 -4 +1 33 28,660 4 +16 2 70,763 251 270 186
Tobacco ProdUCtBecssssscarsrvescsansarssanss 0 ot 45 290 47,328 42 +4 175 19,934 63 61 62
New England.. o +2 +4 +6 36 3,541 +1 +8 14 723 53 55 52
. -1 +7 +3 56. 15,696 +3 +3 37 8,887 72 67 74
. -1 +5 +5 71 9,586 =7 +6 LA 2,967 56 59 55
. +1 +1 +4 41 6,080 ~1 +8 30 2,735 62 63 56
South Atlantic..vu.... . +6 0 +8 26 5,738 +16 +2 20 2,655 57 51 55
East South Central.... +6 -1 +12 % 1,917 -1 -1 9 720 45 49 45
West South Central [s] +4 +7 23 2,089 -3 Q 9 551 55 56 61
Mountain, v . +2 +7 +4 10 656 +12 -6 9 376 59 54 67
PaCifiC.ecirerencinrcacinnaee sesseresaes) =15 4 -2 13 2,025 + +7 & 320 65 59 60
i Wines and spirdts®..scuescssencecesnnonecnas| 11 +20 41 256 108,006 ~10 +5 213 110,990 133 126 154,
; New England....... aee| =13 +29 -1 24 75670 =10 +5 17 6,970 143 132 162
; Middle Atlantie... J =15 +30 4 41 29,681 -17 # 38 29,178 116 118 W2
East North Gentral.. o =13 +26 ~3 37 14,267 +4 +8 29 15,759 129 108 152
| West North Central.. eeel =15 +12 0 26 7,214 =7 [+ 22 9,207 181 161 193
: South Atlanticesssesss evunss] =15 +23 +6 40 13,577 -3 +5 36 12,262 130 17 152
X East South Central.... PPPP -1 +18 +5 14 3,660 +17 +7 11 5,009 178 145 191
West South Central.... veess] 418 +6 +11 35 15,760 -2 +8 30 13,068 120 120 133
Mountalfise.eovvooane ven 7 +21 +2 11 1,951 «6 =11 9 1,628 103 109 141
Pacific...... P veo| 18 +13 +7 38 14,316 -28 +2 2} 12,909 172 165 174
Migcellaneols.e svrereasovsnncnssasnssseraes +4 -4 0 43 7,758 +2 +6 30 8,257 156 345 241

x Insufficient data to show separately,

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for en identical group of firms reporting inventories
in conjunction with sales. No adjustment iz made in these caleulations for the mtk—up of eales, which varies from trade to trade,

Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previcus monthly trends.

The United States total snd totals for some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to a geographic divisionm.

Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

) Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license” States which do mot have State control or monopoly distribution

| at the vholesale level,

{ Note: Percentage changes are computed on an unweighted basis by summarizing all reporis received in time for tabulation. Since coverage

: varies by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporiing service, data shown

| may not necessarily represent trends.of all wholesalers. They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesslere submitting

; data in each of the pericds for which comparisons are made.

W e

States compris: 29 e divisions
New England (Coon., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., V&.) East South Central {Ala., Ky., Miss., Temn.)
Middle Atlantic (N.J., N.Y., Pa.) West South Centrel (Ark., La., Okla,, Texas)
East North Central (I11., Ind., Mich., Ghio, Wis.) South Central -~ Bast South Central and West South Central combined.
West North Central (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., N.Dak., S.Dak.) Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N.Mex., Utsh, Wyo.)
South Atlantic (Del., Fla,, Ga., Md., N.C., 5.C., Va., ¥W.Va.) Pacific (Calif., Oreg., Vash,) N
« . ’ .

$ives

<
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Sales and inventory trends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted

‘to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,304 wholesale establishments in various lines
of business. )

SALES

November dollar sales of merchant wholesalers dropped 12 percent below the level of the previous month
and were 2 percent under the November 1951 sales volume, Cumulative sales for the first 11 months of 1952
were slightly (1%) below the corresponding period of 1951, ‘

All geographic divisions experienced declines from the October sales levels, varying from 9 to 17 per-
cent. The East South Central Division indicated the heaviest drop below the previous month as well as the
sharpest decline from a year earlier. Gains over November 1951, however, were reported by two divisions,
the Mountain and Pacific, up 5 and 1 percent, respectively. All other divisions indicated decreases of 1 to
7 percent. Cumulative sales for the first 11 months of 1952 were above the comparable period of 1951 in
three divisions--the West South Central, the East South Central, and the South Atlantic. While the Mountain
and Pacific Divisions indicated sales at about the same level as the comparable 1l-month period of 1951,
the remaining four divisions experienced small declines.

A1l but one of the 37 kinds of business covered by this report experienced declines in November sales
of 2 to 28 percent. below October. The coal trade indicated a gain of 4 percent over the previous month's
sales, while dry goods and c¢lothing and furnishings, down 27 and 28 percent, respectively, reflected the
most substantial decreases. Compared with November 1951, 10 trades reported gains, 24 trades reflected de-
eclines, and 3 kinds of business~-jewelry, grocery retailer-cooperatives, and shoes and other footwear--in~
dicated practically no change in sales levels. Cumulative sales thus far in 1952 were above the comparable
period of 1951 in 14 trades. Twenty-one trades, however, indicated decreases,

INVENTCRIES

Inventories (valued at cost) of merchant’ wholesalers on November 30, 1952, were slightly (1%) above the
level of stocks on hand a month earlier, but were 5 percent under the stock level of November 30, 1951. Based
on the reports of 3,341 wholesale establishments submitting inventories in conjunction with sales, the No~
vember stock-sales ratio of 158 percent was 21 points above the October ratio, but 3 points below a year ago.

The only division reporting stocks below the level of the previous month was the West North Central,
down 2 percent. All other divisions showed inventory gains ranging from 1 to 5 percent. The West South
Central Division, which indicated the largest increase in stocks over the previous month, showed, however,
practically no change from the level of a year ago. The Mountain Division reflected a 2 percent increase
over the November 1951 level, but all other divisions reported declines varying from 2 percent in the East
South Central Division %o a drop of 8 percent in the Middle Atlantic Division,

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTCRIES
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Page 2 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENICRIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

NOVEMBER 1952
{Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]
Sales ] ;nventory 5> end-of-month (at cost) Stock-gales
e at Percent change November 1952 panel Percent cmge| Ncrvemberr 1952 panel . ( ;::é.‘o;l:)
Geograpan;: division Rov. 1952 11 mo, | Number of Reported “0;' 1952 | Number of Reported
kind of business : from-— 1952 estab- dollar e estab- celp :1
from | lishtments 1ishments o_iar Nov. | Nov. | Oct.
Nov. | Oct. [11 mo, | report— values Nov. |Oct. | report- values | 1952 | 1951 | 1952
1951|1952 {19512 | ing (acd 000) || 1953 {1952 Tng | (add 000)
United States, total’....cuievnnnenans =21 -12 <1 4,304 | $838,564 -5 41 3,241 $1,004,190 1 1581 161l 137
-3 ~9 -1 260 38,398 -4 +3 179 41,6868 146 142 129
-1 ~13 -4 783 168,675 -8 +4 582 173,815 132 141 111
~6 ~14 -2 836 151,128 -5 +3 682 182,742 140 137 117
-2 ~16 -1 519 102,984 -3 -2 404 154,284 176 179 150
4 -12 +1 538 91,591 -3 +1 428 117,556 154 153 134
-7 -171- 2 210 34,064 -2 4 |- 162 46,878 165 154 32
-2 -9 +3 T AQ2 15,775 0 +5 319 113,504 175 173 154
Mountain.iceveseaensns +5 =12 o 175 28,659 +2 +1 144 39,371 157 162 138
PacifiCeseiecsccanansonsorsinssnnnreraasssnn +1 -9 0 531 116,308 ~6 +1 391 146,576 163 172 147
Automotive SUPDIieS.esessvsvecsnracrasanssae -2 ~21 +2 376 20,814 -1 +2 207 20,249 1| 247 223 196
New England...., e -1 ~30 +5 21 630 =10 +3 8 445 229 201 157
Middle Atlantic..ssesvervrsnnrsrornnesan -17 =24 ~7 . 50 1,261 -8 +6 46 2,586 245 213 169
East North Central.sseesoecrssonsse -3 -22 +2 il 4,539 + 42 €0 7,115 217 201 176
West North Central... +1 -25 +5 81 4,892 o] +2 26 2,549 275 226 199
South Atlantic....... o -21 +5 24 3,031 +2 +2 18 1,762 285 226 229
West South Central. -6 -29 43 14 1,516 =15 +9 9 846 295 216 208
Mountain....eeeeues +19 <11{ '+l 27 1,311 +4 +1 17 1,383 271 284 242
PacifiC.iceeenuaracrresssannccennocennsas ~3 =7 -4 79 3,035 -4 i} 32 3,532 269 269 242
Electrical group, tot8l.scsveecrssonrrsnrass -10 -9 -6 704 160,259 ~17 +4 635 208,250 139 150 121
Full-line whOleSalerScsssssasssersssnoares =14 -9 -7 441 118,870 =19 +5 435 169,889 144 154, 126
New England...... . ~21 -13 -10 34 6,954 ~23 +2 34 11,098 160 164 136
Middle Atlantic...vecencrnnans . -16 -6 -11 64 18,905 ~29 0 €3 25,964 139 164 131.
East North Central...cceoues -4 -7 -8 85 27,562 -20 43 84 34,209 125 134 112
West North Central..... TS -18 ~10 ~-12 43 9,467 ~22 +4 43 14,877 157 165 136
South Atlantic..... . -7 <14 +1 63 15,965 ~14 +2 61 24,788 160 175 135
East South Central.......... -9 =14 +5 29 5,580 -8 +13 28 8,156 150 147 113
West -South Central. -9 -7 +3 48 10,699 =12 +10 48 18,880 176 184 149
Mountain..e..c..... -8 -11 -8 21 4,204 ~22 +6 21 5,748 136 160 114
Pacific..seesreecesnosncnnsonsearsnssan ~15 -6 -11 54 19,524 ~12 +9 53 26,159 135 13 116
Wiring supplies, construction materials -
Aisbributors..eeserreressnsasessssacanaas Lo ~10 =2 134 11,719 +5 o] 95 12,590 144 144 128
New England... -7 -7 +1 14 807 -13 -4 5 370 182 170 158
Middle Atlantic, -3 -14 -2 32 1,409 +6 -2 23 1,994 170 156 149
East North Central, 0 -8 -2 29 3;774 +13 42 23 4,257 146 1374 . 132
West North Central... -3 ~13 -6 8 1,067 +20 -2 ) 1,264 196 157 174
+1. =17 -3 18 1,914 <13 ~2 14 1,540 91 119 76
-4 -9 +6 12 1,263 +2 +1 8 1,459 153 156 135
+30 +11 +7 5 456 | (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) | (x) (x)
PacifiCiacrirnereonannnaiensasons sranne +7 ~2 =7 16 1,029 +1 +6 13 1,395 153 161 143
Appliances and specialties wholesalers.... +2 -9 =7 129 29,670 =12 +6 105 25,771 113 129 95
New Englandececsacrvancsascancsscassssce -1 15 -9 15 2,736 +32 +21 12 2,291 99 74 67
" Middle Atlantic.ses.ess -6 -7 -19 25 10,653 -28 +5 18 6,570 116 132 9%
East North Central....,. +8 -9 =12 21 4,104 -13 +8 16 3,509 100 126 84
+6 -8 <71 15 2,535 =16 +4 12 3,299 151 178 127
+4 -17 +10 20 3,841 o 1 19 3,915 110 115 94
+13 . =6 +11 15 1,845 -18 +3 13 2,431 136 186 121
+62 +3 +17 6 1,601 +16 +2 3 1,524 95 133 96
PacifiCecrececorncssorscaccscnnnccansane +2 -6 +1 12 2,355 -6 +7 9 2,232 102 110 90
Furniture and house furnishings...cesceocens +2 ~16 -3 68 11,610 0 +4 49 15,251 166 168 131
Middle Atlantic....ccvcnccnnans -4 -19 -1 16 2,622 -9 -4 12 3,369 181 192 145
East North Central... +13 =15 o] 10 2,316 +2 +6 8 3,517 180 186 144
West North Central... -11 -21 =15 9 1,141 ~17 +8 ’ 9 2,315 203 219 149
South Atlantice.... 2| -1 -5 11 975 || (x) | (%) (x) (x} () [ () | (=)
South Central...... +12 -8 +6 8 1,271 -1 +6 8 1,770 139 157 121
Mountain...... #11| 410 42 5 653 || (x) | (x) (x) % (x) | (x) | (x)
PacifiCeciereuccececriocssnsccnsanoannns -2 -24 -6 7 1,962 +32 +7 5 1,801 110 8o
HATAMATE 4 s e aesinasaenonennsssnnsssnssssans 5] 18| -7 174 | 62,988 -3 0 147| 122,608 | 206 | 220] 185
New England.. .o =14 ~20 =7 4 498 -10 +8 4 1,142 229 218 170
Middle Atlantic.... -8 ~21 -6 . 39 9,482 +16 +5 32 165971 207 164 154
East North Central. -4 ~19 -8 25 12,220 -8 -2 241 22,636 192 201 158
Wesl North Central. ~9 -~19 =12 .19 11,154 =51 " -4 18 23,642 250 236 213
South Atlantie..... -121 -23 4 29 5,074 -9 +1 25| 11,257 | 243 237 184
East South Central. -6 =19 -2 16 4,408 -9 + 14 9,337 236 246 184
West South Central. ~1 =12 -3 15 5,219 +1 0 9 7,686 232 236 209
Mountaineseesse -2 ~24 -7 8 2,153 -6 +1 . 5 2,798 301 284 249
PacifiCieraceananas sesssse ¢] -14 -6 19 12,780 -2 o 16 27,139 236 244 202
Industrial BUPPliCSesesvesssssccsasasssrcoas =5 -7 -4 81 9,764 =4 =4 &0 14,864 192 191 190
New Englandecceccccrscanss ~4 -12 -6 7 381 =7 -6 [ 1,023 356 349 315
Middle Atlantic...cvvecrncs =14 -8 -5 24 1,720 -6 -1 14 2,064 176 17 165
Fast North Central. -17 =22 -10 6 694 -7 0 6 1,308 188 167 147
West North Central. =14 -6 | 11 5 454 ) (x) | (%) (x) x (x) [ (=) | (x)
Sauth Atlantic... ~713 ~14 -10 10 726 -15 ~16 9 1,521 217 219
South Central...... +2 -7 +3 24 4,595 | L ~4 15 6,324 ) 1781 182} 179
PacifiCieecssscecssosnrcsssssoevesanncss 0 +10 -9 8 1,194 +2 -3 7 2,191 191 188 218
JOWEITY e esreerrnsanoncasnssasessasoonconcnss 0 -3 ~5 141 10,097 ~3 -5 84" 14,591 195 198 198
New England. -5 -5 -5 8 829 [ (xy | (®). | x) 3 x) TG 1 (x)
Middle Atlantic,... +6 -9 -2 43 3,150 +1 -6 18 3,57 197 185 184
East North Central. -2 oA -8 41 2,488 ~1 ~5 28 4,116 188 186 188
West North Central. -1 -1 -11 15 1,199 -8 b 13 2,141 201 213 205
South Atlantie..... -13 -8 -8 7 575 -35 -9 4 711 157 200 150
South Central. 32| 428 +7 5 c2e2 (%) | (%) (x) x) (x) | (x) | (x)
Pacificicccacnccnvencrinnee ~2 +7 ~4 19 1,767 -8 -6 13 3,451 207 222 | 238

See footnotes at end of table.




WHOLESALFRS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Page 3
NOVEMBER 1952
[Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations}
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-gales
1
Percent change November 1952 panel Percent dunge November 1952 panel (52323»\.)
Geographic division . Nov. 1952
and Nov. 1952 | 33 mo. Number of ” Number of
from-— Reported from~ Reported
kind of business 1952 estab- 4ol estab- 011 N o Oct
from | lishments o lar Iishments ol lax old ovs ok
Nov. | .Oct. 11 mo. “report- values Nov. | Qct. Teport- values 1952 1 1951 | 1952
1951 | 1952 19512 ing (add 000) {1951 | 1952 ing {add 000)

Lumber and building materials.ee..cecesnceras =1 =21 =5 79 $13,329 =13 +2 56 $12,456 131 149 99
Middle Atlantic.eseeessses +5 =23 -6 17 3,289 +2 +9 8 1,227 57 58 38
East North Central, +10 -22 -2 12 1,439 -17 -6 9 977 98 123 77
West North Central. +8 =27 -8 6 601 0 -16 4 347 102 112 78

-15 ~22 -9 11 1,606 -5 -2 9 1,546 177 184 159

45 12 -7 5 912 §| (x) (x) {x) {x) (x) (x) (x)
+3 ~18 -4 7 2,334 -18 +5 (] 3,245 155 192 121
-8 -26 -3 8 1,296 -6 +8 6 1,883 162 171 110

Machinery equipment, supplies (except

electrical)essceceness =10 =10 =10 49 2,765 +6 +1 37 16,843 256 215 222
=17 ~16 -16 5 390 -10 -2 4 1,017 361 330 301
=15 -18 =13 8 1,339 -4 -2 5 1,948 155 135 133
East North Central....... +13 F14 +21 11 1,712 +2 +1 8 1,737 178 179 160
South Atlantic...esess, ~8 -14 -5 8 726 0 -2 6 2,062 320 288 277
South Central, -35 ~37 ~33 6 1,138 +15 +6 5 6,597 591 329 351
Pacific....... <15 -8 + 7 934 +9 -4 5 1,862 241 233 281

222 3 +1 -13 +1 44 14,074 +25 +3 39 21,546 157 127 133

Paints and varnisheS...:ceseecicceonsasnenen +13 ~10 -6 46 6,317 +1 -1 42 16,247 262 202 240

Plumbing and heating supplieS........ =13 -20 =9 134 17,722 =3 0 111 27,990 177 163 143
New England..c...... -7 -19 -6 7 346 || {z) {x) (x) s [€53) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic..... 11 -25 =~11 33 2,594 -10 -1 25 3,901 172 176 131
East North Central.. <14 -3 -9 14 1,242 -11 +2 11 2,457 246 235 169
West North Central.. 4 =21 ~14 14 1,656 -11 -2 13 3,047 186 202 150
South Atlantic...... -11 =16 -6 39 8,159 -3 0 39 12,813 157 145 132
East South Centralisivesese <24 =21 -6 11 1,949 -1 -4 9 2,972 177 127 145
PacifiCesecirasaconce =21 =11 -18 5 962 || (x) (x) {x) {x) {x) (x) {x)

Refrigeration equipment, parts ( commercial). =17 ~19 -4 77 1,674 -5 +2 66 4,251 316 267 252
Middle AtlantiC.eeseereseennnans -36 -20 ~9 14 477 -23 +7 11 924 291 200 211
East North Central.. -8 29 -5 20 179 -5 +2 15 612 471 493 324
West North Centrali... +7 -30 ~19 6 180 +8 o 7 T4 240 217 184
South Atlantic....e... -9 -10 +1 22 532 +8 0 21 1,164 2991 . 259 273
South Central....... . 10| -24) 415 4 122 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Pacificee eencsrarinannnnne -7 -6 ~8 9 149 ~12 =2 453 444, 478 416

Surgical, medical, equipment, supplies...... -8 -4 4 35 4,974 +13 +11 31 7,135 155 126 134
Middle Atlanticeecsscescsracenrsns [} -11 +2 7 903 +27 +1 5 89%4 .120 95 104
East North Central., . -11 +7 -7 12 2,389 +21 +22 11 3,461 153 112 136
South Atlantic. -8 =11 -7 4 572 -6 +2 4 767 134 131 116
South Central... tesrrseasinsense ~4 ~19 +4 5 604 -2 +1 4 750 145 152 116

T -5 ~15 #7 35 1,548 =2 4 30 711 51 50 46
Middle Atlantic... - o] -9 +8 8 369 -2 +19 7 87 24 24 18
East North Céntral.. . +2 -13 +10 12 527 -12 =11 1 228 45 52 45
West North Central PR -4 21 +16 4% 8§ (%) {x) {x) (=) (x) {x) {x)
South Atlantic...... censsene ~14 =14 [¢] 5 342 +14 = 4 196 &4 49 62

Chemicals, industrial.............. terecnres +13 ~6 -1l " 16 2,910 ~12 -1 12 1,693 65 81 60

Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)..... -6 -28 -2 17 3,267 +7 -18 11 3,769 133 127 115

C0Blasscaratnsceceannsonrsinssanssnsnrassnnns -19 £ ~-13 20 4,137 +# -4 18 5,920 144 119 159

ConfeLtioneryas.reessnsessioccnennransecnnns ~6 =9 +5 37 1,336 -2 =1 19 766 116 114 101
Middle Atlantic,. . -1 -5 +2 6 2827 (x) (x) {x} {x) {x) (x) (%)
East North Central . 4 +1 +2 4 128 | (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x)
South Atlantic.e.ses.. . +1 «~10 ¢} 10 225 || (x) (x} (x) (x) (x) {x) (x)
East South Centrale.seeseseeces . -6 ~14 +5 8 263 || (x) (x} (x) (x} (x) (x) {x}

Dairy and poultry productS...eesscsesesesons -9 -2 [} 26 7,951 | -16| 17 18 3,078 48 51 54

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)........ =2 =11 45 212 64,493 +7 ~2 170 100,589 191 175 173
New Englan@eeseeescecnaroonasecass . ~5 -2 +4 13 2,968 +1 -3 11 4,346 186 173 168
Middle Atlantic....... . -4 -9 +3 28 10,790 +5 -2 20 11,763 i 156 161
East North Central. . -1 ~12 +4 27 10,441 +4 +1 21 13,865 170 162 148
West North Central.. . . -7 -14 + 19 6,156 +7 -3 16 9,956 188 164 169
South Atlantic........ . -2 =51 ° +6 32 7,868 +7 -3 24 11,377 189 170 187
East South Central. . -2 ~10 +2 17 3,778 +9 ~2 13 6,046 196 176 178

. -4 -13 +5 35 8,407 +13 ~2 29 17,265 243 206 215
. -2 «16 +6 13 2,%60 +9 -3 10 6,087 217 195 189
. +4 -11 +8 28 11,125 +5 -2 26 19,884 180 177 163
. -6 =27 =4 161 37,700 +2 -2 134 64,161 201 186 150
. =2 =20 5 5 645 +16 +1 5 816 127 108 100
. -29 =34 =14 43 5,292 -10 -5 3 7,668 196 174 150
. +13 =22 +2 13 4,372 *21 +17 13 6,809 156 144 103
. -7 =33 -4 17 11,681 +5 =7 15 28,747 249 222 179
. -4 -22 -1 23 5,014 +6 -4 18 7,106 156 143 127
East South Central.... . ~14 =25 ~4 14 1,727 =3 =11 9 2,347 184 164 156
West South Central.... . -1 -26 o 20 2,990 +20 +17 20 6,199 207 171 131
Mountain........... . +3 -8 ~4 6 592 -1 -7 5 1,251 236 243 233
PACIfiCiereeiestiasiiivicnccsaresnenaes +17 =10 +5 20 5,387 ~35 [¢] 15 3,218 § -155 226 142

Farm SUppPlies..ceessssssrecrsdonsonsassnanes ~19 -21 o} 20 2,476 +10 +13 11 1,315 99 73 65

Fresh frults and vegetables, -6 e 45 [ $,032 +17 +20 44 1,847 39 31 32
New England.ceecisenssss ~12 -1l +6 66 324 0 ~=11 5 32 15 iz 14
Middle AtlantiCiessssneens -3 =13 +9 19 1,364 +31 +1 12 340 45 32 39
East North Central... +1 +9 +9 14 1,756 +32 +37 8 521 38 29 .31
West North Central,.. 10 ~12 +3 7 613 +9 +10 7 320 52 43 42
South Atlantic..... -4 +5 o [ 362 -4 +18 5 130 40 39 35
East South Central.,.... . -11 -11 -1 5 296 || (x) (x) (x} (x) {x) (x) (x)
PACIfiCeacrerectastisntniescnsnsnanssnes -2 4 +2 5 1,113 - +16 4 253 2 2 20

— Y

See footnotes at end of table,
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTCRIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

NOVEMBER 1952
[Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]
. Sales “ Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stook—sa{es
ercent change |November 1952 panel November 1952 panel ratios?’
Geographic division , E Percent charge, E (P t
and Nov,. 1952 {11 mo.}Number of Nov. 1952 Number of
kind of business from-- | 1952 | estap- | Feported §  from-- estab- | Reported

from | 1ishments by T 11shmeits doilar Nov. Nov. Qct.

Nov. | ‘Oct. |11 mo,| report- values Nov. | Oct. | report- values 1952 | 1951 | 1952
1951 | 1952 | 19512 ang  |(284 000} } 1051 | 1953 | ing | (24 000

Groceries, totaliveieesseranans sesrressennand +1 =111 47 8951 $148,836 42 +3, 727 ] $156,404 135 137 120
Nonaffiliated full-line vholesalers®,...... =3 =14 +4 572 60,343 0 Q 483 72,163 1411 (137 123
Nt.aw Engleandesecsescesosannsanses +8 =7 +3 8 1,749 -1 +3 ) 2,530 158 176 145
Middle Atlantic,.... ~3 -17 +9 22 3,462 +6 -4 15 4,146 143 132 123
East North Central.. -10 =17 +3 136 10,404 -5 +4 129 14,582 153 144 121
West North Central +1 -17 +4 66 7,209 +1 -3 52 8,183 140 142 120
South Atlantic.. -4 -9 +3 &7 8,615 +5 +2 43 9,218 143 132 130
East South Central......... -8 -18 4l 40 3,827 ~2 o 31 4,426 151 143 123
West South Central.. -1 -11 +5 111 14,409 -4 -4 89 15,352 129 136 121
Mountain.......... -2 «13 +6 27 2,837 +2 +1 25 3,955 148 142 128
Pacificeiscecennnae +2 17 +6 95 7,831 +10 43 93 9,77 132 121 107
Voluntary-group wholesalers..... 43 -10 +9 198 60,176 +5 +1 151 58,469 133 135 122
New England..euvs.s +5 -6 +12 10 3,858 +14 +2 8 2,456 133 120 109
Middle Atiantic... =5 ~14 +4 35 11,513 +8 +1 24 8,587 150 133 136
0 -8 +10 48 12,849 +7 +3 33 10,394 119 116 112
+18 -8 +11 70 19,637 +2 -1 70 26,253 134 154 124
-9 ~13 +2 i1 2,554 +12 +4 (] 2,063 141 109 114
-1 -18 +12 18 5,451 +2 +5 4 2,895 picxl 122 106
Retailer-cooperative warehouses.s..eecsnee o 0 ~14 +10 20 9,936 -4 +2 14 5,803 113 114 89
Specialty lines wholesalerseeeisevervrescses +9 =5 +5 105 18,381 -1 +1 79 19,969 131 147 125
New England..ceenees. sese -7 =7 -1 5 197 431 ~18 4 oL 49 45 56
Middle Atlantic...vevnenas .ol -8 -26 +4 27 3,902 +9 +19 19 4,574 139 118 83
Fast North Central.v..ecssns ~22 =31 +3 10 736 +15 +5 7 449 89 83 70
South Atlantic.iesicevesasen +1 -6 +3 19 2,145 -5 +8 14 2,305 116 124 101

East South Central.. e -8 -5 +5 4 605 || (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | () {x)

West South Central.. 4 -5 0 5 3854 (x} {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)

Mountaine .eeesoses +25 -2 +23 4 952 (x) (x) {x) (x) {x) {x} (%)
Pacifie.... +27 +13 +6 28 9,193 -6 -5 24 11,037 148 204 184
Leather and shoe findings...... vemess vemenend =3 =14 4 24 476 41 -1 12 1,022 422 397 363

Middle Atlenticieesee. 0 7 0 4 270 (%) (x) (x) (%) (x) (x) (x}

East North Central. -11 -17 s 5 91 (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) {x)

West North Central. -0 -21 -7 4 s24 (x) | {x) {x) (x) ) | (x) | (%)

PacifiC.cieracnsnes dreeresrenasnnrnnes + -5 -5 6 242 1 (%) {x) {x) {x) (x) {x) (x)
Meats and meat products... -161 . -26 -4 39 19,127 =21 +6 32 72434 4 46 31
Middle Atlantic.... -12 -21 -5 10 3,836 -11 -1 10 2,064 54 53 43
East North Central - -21 =31 0 13 7,907 -~26 +11 12 3,235 43 46 27

PaCifiC.riieciarrsssrsvonsannsscnnanaansa -17 -27 -3 4 3,328 (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) {x) {x)
Paper angd its productS.cecsssssssscasecesvens =9 -13 -10 63 9,283 A 4] 42 93424 142 124 122
New BEngland... 9| -13 =7 5 297 +8 -2 3 202 || 223| 1B8| =205
Middle Atlantic..... . -9 -7 -12 16 2,727 -2 +10 10 1,636 97 S0 85
East North Central.......cceve -12 ~15 =10 19 3,541 +5 -2 15 3,391 111 93 96

West North Central... -4 -12 -11 4 315 || (x) (x) (%) (x) (x) {x) {x)

South Atlantie.... -15 -9 -13 6 731 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

South Central. +3 -5 -4 4 453 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x)
PacifiCaseececeanavenss +3 -24 -5 6 1,183 +7 4 5 2,324 258 2411 196
Petroleul, v eserrrrroncsssasconsarssenrionanne -10 ~10 +2 28 5,220 + -3 28 5,319 102 88 94
Shoes and other fOOtWEAT.eerescessassoenssnes 0 =15 +1 33 25,091 =11 10 30 645764 260 261 246
Tobacco products.. e seesesvranes +2 -11 +4 272 40,723 +2 +1 160 20,232 74 T4 66
New England.., [P +4 -7 +6 33 3,142 +13 +10 13 2,073 148 137 133
Middle Atlantic......... N +3 -12 +3 56 13,652 42 +1 35 8,681 a3 84 72
Bast North Central........ E +4 =11 +5 66 8,129 +1 ¥2 36 2,674 61 63 54
West North Central...... rsens +1 -9 +4 36 4,905 -9 -4 28 2,488 63 71 61
South Atlantic.cecviscascsesersnacereacas b =11 +7 25 5,224 +9 =1 19 2,623 61 53 55
East South Central. . +2 -9 11 14 1,751 -5 -3 9 696 47 51 %5
West South Central... . +4 -6 +6 22 - 1,630 +2 +2 8 429 8o 80 71
Mountain...... vens . -5 -13 +3 9 519 +1 +6 8 349 69 65 57
PacifiCeeecscencrnenis breenvsasrrarananes -4 -9 -2 11 1,761 +1 ~1 4 226 64 66 59
Wines and spirits5 ......... corecan vessseasuns +19 -2 +3 253 106,455 -7 +13 209 128,990 148 179 128
New England... G4 428 +1 41 19 5,605 C -7 +17 13 3,857 116 155 105
Middle Atlantic.. . +33 -5 -1 .43 34,981 -10 +19 39 38,972 130 190 102
East North Central. . +8 -9 -2 39 12,472 -8 +11 32 18,842 175 202 143
West North Central. E +9 +6 o 26 8,189 -2 +1 21 8,537 155 193 162
South Atlantic..... A 413 +5 +7 33 11,391 0 +7 29 12,628 ‘133 144 131
East South Central. -2 ~5 +5 12 2,914 +22 +11 10 5,276 227 169 198
West South Central... +9 +7 +11 36 13,173 -2 +24 32 17,658 138 154 121
Mountain.. AN +35 -22 +5 12 3,290 +56 + 12 4,896 149 129 111
Pacific... renn +22 -2 +8 33 14,440 -22 +6 21 18,324 188 272 181
MiscellaneouSs veevaoasvaoosornsaseons cvecevased =20 -22 -2 43 6,070 +17 +5 30 8,335 218 141 154

x Insufficient data to show separately.

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cos$, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories

in conjunction with sales.

2 ‘Tneludes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.
3 The United States total and totals for some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.
4 Not affiliated with voluntary or couperative groups.

5 Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-celled "license" States which do not have Sta

et the wholesale level.
Note:

may not neceasarily represent trends of all wholesalera,
data in each of ‘the periods for which comparisons are made,

States oompriging geographic divisions

New England (Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H.; R.I., Vi.)

Middle Atlentle (N.J., N.Y., Pa
East North Central (Il1., Ind,,

.)
Mich., Ghio, Wis.)

West North Central (Iowas, Kans., Mimn,, Mo., Nebr., N.Dak., S.Dak.)
South Atlentic (Del,, Fla., Ga., Md., N.C., S.C., Va., W.Va,)

PR

East South
West South

Percentage changes are computed on an unweighted basis by summsrizing all reports received in time for tabulation.

Oentral ﬁm., Ky., Miga., Temn.)
Central (Ark., La., Okla., Texas)

No adjustment is made in these calculations for the mark-up of sales, which varies from trade to trade.

te control or monopoly distribution

Since coverage
varies by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesslers in the reporting service, data shown
They do reflect, however, the experience of those vholesalers submitting

South Central -~ Fast South Central and West South Central combined.
Mountain {Ariz., Cclo,, Idaho, Mont., Nev., N.Mex., Uteh, Wyo.)
Pacific {Calif., Oreg., Wash.)
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- . SINCLAIR WEEKS, Secretary
wHLESHI_E ]'HH E | BUREAU OF THE CENSUS

REPORT

FOR RELEASE

DECEMBER 1952 FEBRUARY 6, 1953

Sales and inventory trends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted
to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,195 wholesale establishments in various lines
of business.

SALES

Cumulative 1952 wholesale dollar sales, after trailing behind 1951 sales throughout the year, reached
approximately the same dollar level by year end. The Middle Atlantic Division,- down 2 percent; indicated
the only decrease below sales of the previous year. While 3 divisions--New England, East North Central,
and West North Central--showed no change from sales a year ago, the remaining 5 divisions reported small
gains of 1 %o 3 percent. Of the 37 kinds of business covered in this report, 14 experienced sales gains
above the - 1951 levels, 4 trades showed no change, and 19 trades indicated declines. With few exceptions
durable goods trades reflected sales below 1951. Grocery retailer-cooperatives, up 11 percent, indicated
the largest sales increase over 1951, while coal, down 11 percent, showed the sharpest drop.

December dollar sales of wholesalers rose 11 percent above the previous month and were 14 percent over
December 1951. A1l geographic divisions shared in the gains over both periods. The Middle Atlantic Division,
up 17 percent, indicated the largest increase over November, while the Mountain Division, with an increase
of 18 percent, registered the most substantial gain over ayear ago. By kinds of business, 27 trades reported
sales above November levels, with increases of more than 30 percent being shown by farm supplies (38%), wines

and spirits (34%), and metals (324). Clothing and furnishings, up 37 percent, led the 32 trades which re-
flected gains over December 1951 sales.

INVENTORIES ]

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the endof 1952 were 4 percent below stocks on hand Decem-
ber 31, 1951, and 3 percent under inventoriés. of November 30, 1952. Based on the reports of 3,254 establish-
ments submitting inventories in conjunction with sales, the December stock-sales ratio of 135 percent was 26
points below a year earlier and 20 points under the previous month.

A1l geographic divisions indicated stocks below a year ago and, also, under the previous month. The
Middle Atlantic Division reflected the heaviest decrease below each of these periods. By trades, the largest
inventory gain over December 1951 was reported by petroleum (36%), while meats and meat products (-22%) and
full-line electrical (-204) trades indicated substantial reductions. Most trades were below November inven-
tory levels with the heaviest drop, 19 percent, shown by wines and spirits. Shoes and other footwear ex-
perienced the sharpest increase (27%) over November stocks.,

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—TRENDS [N SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Page 2 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

DECEMBER 1952 .

[T)ata are shown by geographic division, where poasible vithout disclosure of individual operations]

Saleg -

Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales
Percent change December 1952 panelilp, . ont chmge{ December 1952 panel ratios!
Geographle division Dec. 1952 |12 mo.| Number of] . . Dec. 1952 1 Number of
£rome— 1952 egtab. | Reported £rom-- estab Heported
kind of business from | lishments| doier 1ichments| 9oiler | Dec. | Dec. | Nov,
Dec. | Nov, |12 mo.| report- (:géuggo) Dee. | Nov. report- (values 1952 | 1951 | 1952
1951 | 1952 |19512 ing 1951 | 1952 ing add 000)
United Ste.tes, 40t8L% e s e e neneenanas | 414 | 411 0 4,195 | 914,473 48 -4 -3 3,254 §1,033,828 || 135| 161 155
New England.....covsesiecmencronsonsenennes +12 +14 o} 254 43,6581 -4 -2 175 39,724 124 143 144
Middle Atlantic....... senvessreasnna +13° +17 -2 737 191,964 -9 -9 542 147,846 9 124 130
East North Central.. sevessraance +16 +15 o} 814 172,250 -4 -5 662 168,101 112 135 137
West North Central.. ceransee +13 +5 0 512 106,001 e -2 39 149,980 166 196 177
South Atlentic........ ovsnnes +13 +8 +2 527 100,384 ~1 -1 422 117,512 136 152 149
East South Central.... saecseane +12 +13 +2 212 38,678 -4 -4 161 44,041 137 159 163
West South Central.... wameerroras +12 +8 +3 *.401 81,389 b -6 315 103,919 149 173 hiva)
Mountaineeeeseseeeonsvnseenans seeteesen +18 +9 +1 170 29,660 -5 -6 141 34,930 | 134 165 158
B T i L +2 +5 +1 518 117,650 ~7 4 392 137,193 144 174 158
Automotive supplies.....csavescoredancnrneis +11 =5 +3 364 19,175 +1 -2 207 18,057 232 230 249
New England..... +8 =17 +5 20 572 -20 -6 8 420 261 313 239
Middle Atlentic. -5 0 -6 48 1,189 -10 0 44 2,458 256 265 250
East North Central.. +12 +8 +3 68 4,243 +17 -5 51 5,477 169 159 217
West North Central.. +13 -2 +5 7 4,721 +5 0 22 2,044 275 237 263
South Atlantie...... +24 -15 +6 25 2,588 -5 -2 19 1,751 341 318 284
West South Central.. +15 -9 +3 13 1,386 -7 ] ] 847 283 201 282
Mountain.....oeeee.s +26 +1 +3 26 1,278 0 -1 16 1,199 244 273 263
Pacific...... -3 -12, -4 84 2,747 -5 0 36 3,829 279 306 276
Electrical group, total.ceeesececeecreennes +11 +17 =5 688 183,445 -17 -5 615 193,355 112§ - 151 140
Full-line wholesalers. +10 +20 -5 441 142,041 -20 -7 434 157,742 112 153 144
New England....eeoos +2 +24 ~9 33 8,456 =27 =7 33 10,191 121 167 161
Middle Atlentic.. 0 +19 -10 64 22,420 =29 -7 59 24,054 108 153 138
East North Central. +9 +22 -7 87 33,132 -20 -8 86 30,906 94 129 124
West North Central. - 46 +21 -1l 43 11,484 ~24 -7 43 13,821 120 167 157
South Atlantic..... +11 +22 +2 62 19,270 =10 -4 60 23,633 127 157 160
East South Central, +22 22 1. 47 29 6,782 ~9 -2 28 7,980 119 160 150
West South Central. +19 +20 4 48 12,883 -16 -3 48 18,223 141 201 176
Mountain... PR +26 +30 -5 21 5,457 =27 =13 21 4,977 91 157 136
PacifiCecsesrernsrcesnvonsanceccvcsnnns +13 +13 -9 54 22,157 -16 -8 53 23,957 109 147 135
VWiring supplies, .construction materialw
distributors..sceeercrerccenee +15 +12 Q 130 12,981 +4 -2 94 12,015 120 136 138
New Englend....... +3 +12 +1 13 882 -6 -1 5 368 138 192 182
Middle Atlantic.... +7 +9 ~2 29 1,369 +15 +2 22 1,814 156 143 166
+20 +14 -1 28 4,323 +7 -6 23 4,032 107 124 133
+22 +27 -3 11 1,668 +1 =4 9 1,642 153 175 192
+14 +5 -2 19 2,028 ~16 +2 15 1,574 88 21 90
+ +7 +6 12 1,236 +19 +1 7 1,046 142 144 155
+11 -9 +8 5 416§ (x) (x) - (x) {x) (x) {x) (x)
T T N #3541 +22 s 13 1,059 9. T 1 1,229 123 152 | 147
Appliances and specialties wholesalers... +15 +6 ~5 117 28,423 0 e 87 23,598 131 136 114
New EnglanG...ecevesovecnrncccancssnsne +17 +8 -7 12 2,427 +13 T2 9 1,777 98 98 100
~5 -1 <17 27 10,571 ~14 0 18 6,595 17 140 119
+60 +20 -6 18 4,700 +9 +14 13 3,630 91 142 96
+32 +12 -5 12 1,377 -21 -2 11 2,076 154 260 178
+18 ~4 +11 © 19 3,506 +24 4 15 3,922 131 124 119
+15 +5 +11 14 1,807 -8 +13 9 2,322 138 172 128
+#48 +16 +20 7 1,567 +35 +5 7 1,675 07 118 118
PR - 1+ o 1 +32 +16 +3 8 2,468 +18 +2 5 1,601 72 79 80
Furniture and house furnishings...cecceeavs +27 42 -3 64 11,781 6 -2 47 14,546 153 185 161
Middle AtlantliC...cerecccceccnces oo +>24 +9 +1. 16 2,981 -8 -8 12 3,043 140 185 167
Basgt North Central........ P +16 -3 +2 9 2,127 +52 <3 8 3,414 182 135 160
West North Central........ see +20 -5 -13 9 1,088 -33 0 9 2,324 214 382 203
South AtlanbiC.ceeeceersoncnnin e | 418 +16 -3 10 1,100 || (%) {x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x)
Mountaln.....e... sevevenresn oo +14 -18 +2 5 537 || (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PacifiCeseeescecscsncresncarsonsonsoens +56 +3 -4 7 2,017 +30 +7 5 1,899 108 140 103
HordWare.eesesecoconcecanncavessssorsonanes +15 +1 -3 167 62,799 4 -2 138 115,396 222 265 226
Middle Atlantie.... +20 +8 -4 34 9,480 +8 -6 27 14,529 180 202 209
East North Central. +17 +2 ~6 25 12,675 ~12 -6 22 19,873 77 237 189
West North Central. +© -9 ~11 18 10,133 =7 ~4 17 22,685 278 310 250
South Atlantic........ +13 -2 -2 29 5,319 -6 +5 25 12,034 253 303 237
East South Central.... +18 +15 -l 15 4,723 =13 -1 13 8,572 203 275 236
West South Central. 423 [. -5 -1 15 4,933 +1 -2 2 7,500 264 306 232
Mounrtain, - 49 +11 -5 8 2,39 +1 -3 5 2,728 291 301 301
Pacific.sceevecenscrscisrnsrcrnsasnsnns +13 0 -5 20 12,727 -1 +1 17 27,275 236 266 236
Industrial SUPPlieSesseaseccssersranssnsans +1 +1 -3 79 9,868 4 +1 60 15,636 194 210 197
+10 +2 =5 6 322 -3 42 6 1,109 344 388 3
~1 +7 -5 18 1,751 -11 +1 11 1,914 160 184 173
0 +10 -10 7 798 =12 -9 7 1,231 154 176 187
West North Central......cevvecrecocenns +#4 + -10 6 743 ~5 -1 5 1,101 238 239 239
South Atlantic......................... +1 +2 -9 11 870 o +10 10 2,097 244 247 226
South Central. +1 by +2 25 4,448 E +2 15 6,478 186 203 178
Pacific....... +6 +7 -8 [} 936 +3 -3 6 1,706 182 187 202
RLCUEN T o +17 | - 420 -3 134 11,501 =9} =15 75 11,440 137 172 196
New England... 9| 422 -3 8 764 i (x) 1 (x) (x) (x) [SRESHEES
Middle Atlantic............ +24 +6 #1 41 3,068 +6 ~10 17 2,588 131 146 180
East North Central...... +16 +23 -6 38 2,541 4 -14 25 3,191 147 179 208
West North Central........ +7 +33 -8 15 1,771 =12 -18 ERs 1,880 129 159 209
South Atlantie. +7 +32 ~6 7 759 -27 + 4 762 138 198 157
South Central.... +53 ] 4120 415 4 534 | (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x).
Pacifitecceercavecerrnsencronssnsncrans +17 +16 -2 18 2,040 -18 -20 10 2,623 139 200 198

See footnotes at end of table.




WHOIESATERS® SALES AND INVERT(HIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND. GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION Poge 3
DECEMEER 1952
tDat& are shown by geographie division, where poasible without disclosure of individual aperat:lons]
) Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) stock-saJies
- ratios
) Percent change Decembext 1952 panel Percent ch D 1952 panel (Porapnt
Geographic divieion Dee, 1952 | Wwber of | Dec. 1952
and £rOMen 1;;;; e sta:- Reported frog-- Ngx:l;:g_ot Reported
kind of business from | lishments | 3011ar lshmentg | 301X Dec. | Dec. |Nov,
° Dec. {Nov. |12 mo.| report- (:Zéuggo) Dec. | Nov, | repori- (:géugso) 1952 | 1951 1952
1951 11952 |19512 : 1951 | 1952 ing
Lumber and building materialo...essesiseeson +12 =7 = A $1),845 =11 +6 35 $12,818 151 197 133
Middle Atlantic......v..u.. +25 -6 ~4 17 2,936 e +12 7 1,125 60 82 1. 51
Eagt North Central.. +51 -11 0 10 473 -1 +22 8 1,052 157 265 118
West North Central.. -11 -18 -8 7 523 «3 o A 348 148 167 102
South Atlentic...... +14 +1 ~7 12 1,624 ~7 -2 10 1,521 183 235 77
South Central,. . ~4 1 18 -6 5 750 ff (x) {x) Ex) (x) (x) {x) (x)
Mountain,.. . +3 -8 -3 7 2,145 || {x) (x) x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Pacific... . +15° -8 ~1 8 1,188 0 +17 6 2,198 204 261 162
Machinery equipment, supplies {except
81eCtTICAL) vavtrrnnraressonrinesnnansenenns -3 +5 =8 58 8,295 +5 +3 46 17,399 238 221 251
New England.... +1 +13 ~14 5 . 439 -8 +3 [ 1,048 354 395 361
Middle Atlentic.. -12 +2 =13 8 1,354 -8 +1 5 1,946 152 143 155
EFast North Central 4 =20 +19 11 1,504 +4 0 8 1,873 173 191 165
South Atlantic... +8 -8 -4 8 665 -2 ~2 6 2,028 342 382 320
West South Centra +7 +52 ~31 T4 1,692 +14 +L 14 6,685 395 372 | 593
Pacific..... L ~25 -6 +2 7 888 +14 +11 5 2,027 321 197 235
L DR +32 +32 +4 42~ 17,351 +25 +5 36 19,665 117 125 149
Paints and VArnisheB.seeceeseesoeransnesnaes +7 ~37 -6 49 4,148 -8 -7 45 15,568 384 448 256
Plumbing and heating suUPPlieS...esiacesvness -6 -6 -9 101 13,508 +5 4 76 22,602 196 173 175
New Englant.,iveuseersaensnn = € 7 2@ | @ x) [63] €3] (x) [£308
Middle Atlantic,....eh.. ~6 -4 ~11 14 770 ~11 -1 6 875 171 182 154
East North Central...,..e...... +7 -2 -8 15 1,352 =13 ~9 13 2,332 201 238 210
West North Central. +11 ~18 ~13 14 1,266 ~13 =2 1 2,637 220 284 186
South Atlantie..., -11 ~5 ~6 24 6,288 +20 +16 24 11,528 183 136 150
East South Central.... +7 ~1 ~5. 10 1,766 +5 -8 8 2,445 160 155 177
Pacific....iiseenn.... 1| 4137 17 5 1,086 || {x} | (x) (x) (x) &) G ]
Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial). +6 =2 -4 73 1,558 -9 =3 63 4,023 314 366 313
Middle Aflentic.e.aveersveann,. . -2 -1 -9 14 448 -26 0 12 1,013 275 364 290
East North Central. +5 +4 ~5 19 161 =13 -9 14 477 446 611 494
West North Central. 414 +1 ~17 6 181 +16 -5 6 473 261 257 276
South Atlantie..... +10 -8 +2 19 454 +3 0 19 1,370 302 322 277
South Central. e +16 +12 +15 4 137 f (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
F20 o e e S +3 =5 ~7 9 145 ~17 - 8 384 413 489 384
Surgical, médlaal, equipment, supplieS...... 6 +2 =3 37 5,131 +8 0 34 7,273 148 156 151
Middle Atlantie,......... P +L +2 +2 7 920 +17 -6 5 843 110 94 120
East North Central. .o 49 +2 -6 1 2,308 +18 +4 11 3,435 149 160 146
South Atlantic.. .- +8 +2 -6 5 656 ~4 ~8 5 847 129 145 143
South Central..icssecrnen.. saisceannnan . + ~4 )47 5 522 ~14 ~1 5. 843 161 194 156
L P [EEETT IR +17 +16 8 40 1,910 =14 =10 34 683 40 55 52
Middle Atlantic.. . +8 +17 +8 8 430 +13 +8 7 G4 22 21 i
East North Central. ves +22 +19 +11 12 €26 -24 -8 i1 210 35 56 45
West Horth Central. +15 12 +16 5 126 {| (x) {x) {x) ((x) éxg E x; é x;
South Atlantic.. +18 +14 +1 4 371 || (x) (x) {x) x) X X, x
Pacific.ciiciencrniinn.. areesaseneaieans +18 +14 +4 8 38 ~19 =25 7 155 - 58 84 85
Chemicals, Industriale..c.veveseeenao... caes +19 0 -9 14 2,775 ~12 +1 10 1,533 62 84 &2
Clothing and furnishings (except shoes) ... +37 <20 0 19 3,079 +29 -3 12 3,542 197 182 135
Coalesnnniann. revrceenecin LTS TP PN <1 +16 -11 20 4,820 +7 -8 18 5,287 113 104 139
Confectionery..ovecu.s +16 +13 +6 38 1,519 -8 ~6 19 711 93 118 116
Middle Atlantie.... +5 +11 +2 & I (x) [63) {x) (x) (¢3]) (€3] [€3)
East North Central. 425 +12 +4 4 243 {f (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) (x} |(x)
South Atlantiec...... +21 +13 +1 11 274 (%) {x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x)
East South-Central. +27 +8 +7 8 284 |t (x) (x) (x} (x) (x) (x) {x)
West South Central.. +3 +17 +13 4 248 || (x) (x) {x) (x) {x) (x} (x)
Dairy and poultry produéts. cessstrestnernna -3 +7 [+ 21 5,390 +17 -7 14 1,502 38 35 43
Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded). wae +19 +4 +6 198 65,113 6 -5 154 88,949 174 196 178
New England....... o +15 +9 +5 i3 3,242 +6 ~1 11 4,224 169 179 183
Middie Atlantiec... veaee +12 +2 +3 25 10,645 + -1 16 8,410 155 174 176
East North Central . +20 +5 +5 26 10,702 +3 -8 18 11,613 151 176 173
West North Central +18 +7 +5 19 6,554 +3 -6 16 9,104 162 188 184
South Atlantie.... +21 +2 +#7 30 7,532 I, +5 ~5 22 9,840 174 198 187
East South Central +18 +1 4 16 3,638 {li 44 -5 12 5,262 179 208 193
West South Central. +20 +8 +6 34 8,962 +11 -7 28 15,883 201 228 245
Mountein.......... +17 -2 +7 12 2,849 +8 ~7 10 5,673 209 224 217
T & S +24 +3 +9 23 10,989 +8 -2 21 18;940 173 198 133
Dry goods...esus.. +33 =10 -2 161 34,612 +6 +7 135 66,846 243 294 200
New England... +8. ] -13 -4 4 462 4 =7 4 59 129 134 123
. 431 +5 ~11 45 7,391 -3 +8 36 8,895 221 274 195
East North Centrai., +60 =9 +5 13 3,962 +32 +10 13 7,481 189 230 156
VWest North Central.. +34 -8 -2 18 10,614 +6 +7 16 30,399 289 367 | 247
South Atlantie..., +25 =17 +1 23 3,878 +8 +3 18 6,789 192 218 156
Fast South Centra +3 -1l ~4 16 1,640 4] -3 10 2,310 241 242 185
West South Central.. +19 -23 +1 18 1,974 +23 4 18 5,434 275 266 204
Mountain,,,....... 24 -18 ~2 5 451 +3 4 5 1,238 275 329 234
Pacific......¢enua teesriaesirassvaanaes 5 ~19 +7 19 4,240 -19 +17 15 3,702 227 317 152
Farm supplies..... Cererervrartacestsanennars +3 +38 ] 20 3,419 4] +2 1 1,342 84 92 99
Fresh fruits and vegeteblesS...in.eassennnn.. 4 +17 5 61 6,873 +4 -8 45 1,737 33 31 40
New Englend..evsessen... . -6 +8 +5 7 360 +6 -8 6 57 23 20 27
HMiddle Atlentie... . +3 +8 +9 16 1,389 +16 ~17 11 283 35 EXN 47
East North Central.. - +5 9 +8 15 2,093 +18 -10 10 564 33 30 41
West North Central.. . ~7 +26 +2 7 772 -11 ~36 7 206 27 28 52
South Atlantic.... . -6 1  #17 -1 6 422 -15 -38 5 80 21 22 40
Pacific..vsu.a.. . +3 +? +2 5 1,140 -1 +15 4 250 27 28 24

See footnotes at end of iable.




Page 4 : WHOLESAIERS' SATES AND INVENTCRIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

DECEMBER 1952

[Data are shown by geogrephic divielon, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]

. Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-Bales
) Percent change December 1952 panelfbercent changd December 1952 panel {’_1' “i"ft
Geographic division Dee, 1952 Dec, 1952
and Froma— 159’5“2' 'ngzg_m‘ Reported from—- Numbei of | Reported
kind of business : : dollar estab- dollar |l Dec. | Dec. | Nov
) from | 1i 1ishments : M
Dec. | Nov. (12 mo.| report~ | values Dec. | Nov. | report- values 1952 ] 1951 | 1952
1951 | 1952 Dosi® | img |23 000) )l1051 | 1952 | ing (add 000)
Grocerles, total....... shsaseivesesnetesenes +12 +2 +7 865 | $145,418 -2 -5 7131 $146,612 127 145 135
Nonaffiliated full-line wholesalers® +13 +3 +5 555 65,090 -1 ~4 I [0 70,778 126 145 136
New England...... . +1 ~5 +3 8 1,657 + +8 6 2,736 183 17 158
Middle Atlentic.. +15 +5 +10 2L 3,546 +3 -3 15 4,047 131 147 140
East North Central. +5 +6 +# 136 10,992 =7 -3 129 14,285 141 160 154
Wegt North Central,. .e +16 +2 +5 63 11,366 +5 -2 49 10,941 108 121 14
South Atlantic....c.evsn . +12 0 +4 59 7,766 =1 -10 42 7,638 124 141 138
East South Central.. +8 +6 +1 43 4,696 -2 -4 34 4,741 134 146 147
West South Central. +16 -2 +6 105 13,579 -3 -8 82 13,190 123 151 131
Mountaine..oseass +32 +3 8 24 2,688 -3 -10 23 3,328 128 175 47
Pacific,..coean. raeenan +19 +10 +7 96 8,800 +2 -1 94 9,872 118 138 131
* Voluniary-group wholesalerS..ecessseess vene +11 +3 49 188 56,728 -1 -7 147 50,330 127 142 139
New England.ceccveceerensse ves . +24 +12 +13 11 444775 +6 -6 8 2,301 118 131 133
Middle Atlantic....... . +6 +3 +4 31 10,995 -4 -7 22 - 7,891 129 142 144
East North Central.... . +16 +4 +11 47 12,975 +1 -10 32 9,175 106 123 -120
West North Cenmtral.. . +7 -5 +11 62 13,831 0 ~4 62 21,255 154§ 165 152
South Atlantic... . +11 +7 +3 1 2,652 0 ~21 6 1,634 )| 101 118 141
PacifiC.ceccecrcansnsarncnae seansiunnees +10 +7 +12 19 6,829 -5 -11 10 2,57 106 129 i
Retailler-cooperative warehouseS..svcessas . +19 +6 +11 18 6,160 4 +2 15 6,080 109 138 114
Specialty lines wholesalersS..ecscesacecens +9 =5 +6 104 | 17,440 =4 =3 il 19,424 134 151 131
New England.esccvoresane +15 +19 0 5 234 -8 0 4 94 42 52 49
Middle Atlantic..... +6 +10 +4 23 4,195 +6 -8 16 4,192 118 116 142
East North Central 0 +23 +3 10 781 4 =1 6 330 84 85 .83
‘South Atlantic.... +6 -6 +3 20 2,034 ~12 ~6 15 2,269 118 142 17
Eagt South Central.. 411 19 +6 6 787 | (x) (x) . {x) (x) (x) {(x) (x)
West South Central +8 -11 +1 5 341 ) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) {x) {x)
Mountaine...oeee .. +55 +19 426 4 1,131 | (%) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
PacifiCeccireannnss +7 -16 +6 28 7,683 - -1 24 10,924 174 197 148
Leather and shoe £indingS.eccsescevesvacnss +12 ~10 -3 28 498 (4] +1 14 1,109 412 481 359
+hh +9 +3 6 490 (x) (x) (x} (%) (x) (x) {x)
+23 0 -2 6 92 (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
-9 17 -7 4 430 (x) | () (x) (x) (x) | (x) | {x)
+9 -12 ~4 7 267 |} (x) {(x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
=2 +16 -4 37 21,978 -22 +3 33 7,550 38 49 44
-6 +9 -5 9 3,924 -5 -3 9 1,886 48 47 54
East North Central.. +7 +25 0 13 9,881 -28 +13 12 3,640 39 58 43
South Central....... . [} +18 ~5 4 3,620 -27 -5 4 1,223 34 47 42
PACIfiC.esevesrrnrreconosesencrrerrerana -19 +5 -4 .5 3,731 -7 ~9 4 623 25 241 » 32
+21 43 -8 61 9,201 +1 b 41 8,391 131 144 138
. +10 12| . <6 4 308 || {x) {x) (x) {x}) (£3] {x) (x)
. . +13 -2 ~-10 19 2,862 -13 -3 12 1,984 106 141 107
East North Centr B +12 0 -9 18 3,149 +7 -2 14 2,655 102 103 103
South Atlentic.... . 9| 1] -n 7 87l (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x) | (x)
South Central.. . +2 -4 -3 5 435 1l (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
PacifiCieecccasncensornsnsracvesnccsonsa +11 +21 -3 6 1,446 +8 -10 5 2,185 203 211 266
Petrolewm...... tesnasssesensavianeanrerensen +5 +28 +2 28 6,662 || +36 +19 28 6,319 95 73 102
Shoes ‘and other foofWeAT.cvevsorssroscrsvese +26 +10 +3 32 27,112 +8 w27 28 80,772 301 350 262
TObACCO ProdUCtSseereciseeressssasssssescoes +15 +21 45 268 50,036 +5 =6 161 19,443 59 64 T4
+15 +21 +6 34 3,858 +21 +9 12 2,252 150 147 151
+13 +24 44 52 16,197 -2 ~-13 34 7,645 61 70 84
+19 +24 +7 65 10,333 +30 +10 39 3,238 57 52 63
+& +17 + 39 6,722 -6 =11 31 2,478 50 .58 65
+22 +15 +8 25 6,081 45 -10 19 2,281 46 53 58
+21 +18 +12 12 2;073 0 4 7 670 39 48 &7
+#3 ] 49 +7 22 2,130 +5 +3 9 568 55 59 58
+9 +12 +3 8 515 ~10 -28 7 207 42 50 65
+T ] 424 -2 1 2,127 {| (x) (x) {x) (x) {x) (x} (x)
Wines and spirits D eeeearaasensasoesanenons +18 +34 % 267 150,187 =15 =19 228 104,655 80 110 134
New Englend..... +17 +11 +3 21 7,392 ~19 =21 16 3,356 68 104 99
Middle Atlantic........ +23 +43 +2 44 51,502 -18 24 40 27,858 62 92 119
East North Central... +30 +54 +1 42 20,438 -8 -17 32 15,494 85 119 158
West North Central. +23 +27 +3 31 10,180 -8 -14 24 8,074 108 151 181
South Atlantlc....... +16 +28 +# 42 19,908 -13 -19 40 14,439 74 99 17
East South Central..... +4 +58 + 15 5,346 +8 -17 12 4,881 {1 - 111 107 223
West South Central... +4 +20 +8 37 16,900 ~20 =17 33 14,684 89 116 128
+14 +43 +6 10 2,906 -12 -19 10 2,156 74 96 130
+2 419’ +8 25 15,615 27 -18 21 13,713 108 160 154
MiscellaneouSe.svave.= verressncorsnerens eoee +4 ] 426 -1 33 8,366 +20 +10 | 20 9,729 173 145 203
x Insufficient data to show separately. . . .
1 dividing stoeks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories

W wN

&t the wholesale level.

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by
in conjunction with sales. No adJustment is made in these caleulations for the mark-up of
Includes reports received too late for inmclusion in previous monthly trends.
The United States total and totels for some trades inc!
Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.
Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" Statea which do not ‘have State econtrol or monopoly distribution

Jude a number of esteblishments not assigned to a geographic division;

sales, which varies from trade to trade.

Note: Percentage changes are computed on an unweighted basis by summarizing all reports received in time for tabulation. Since coverage
varies by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown
They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers submitting
data in each of the perlods for which comparisons are made.
States compris

may not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers,

New Englend (Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.I., Vt.)

Middle Atlantic (N.J., N.Y., Pa.) .

Fast North Central {Iil., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)

West North Central (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., N.Dak.,S.Dak.)

- -South Atlantic (Del_., Fla,, Ga.,.Md., N.C.y S.Cuy Va., W.Va.)

eographic divisions

East South Central

{Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn,)
Weet South Central (Ark., la., COklm., Texas)
South Central - East South Central and West South Central combined.
Mountain {(Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N.Mex., Utah, Wyo.)

Pacific {Calif., Oreg., Wash.)




