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‘ ' REPORT

JANUARY 1954 R
SALES AND INVENTORIES

Sales and inventory trends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted

to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,245 wholesale establishments in various kinds
of business.

SALES

January 1954 sales of merchant wholesalers were down 20 percent below the previous month-~-a drop somewhat
sharper than the usual seasonal decrease. January sales were also 5 percent below sales a year ago.

A1l geographic divisions experienced decreases in sales from December 1953, as well as a year ago. De-
clines from the previous month varied from 13 to 29 percent with the Middle Atlantic Division noting the
sharpest drop. Compared with a year ago, sales ranged from declines of .one percent in the New England and
East North Central Divisions to a drop of 12 percent in the East South Central Division.

Of the 37 kinds of business covered in the report, 26 experienced sales declines from the previous month
--the heaviest decrease being shown by jewelry wholesalers. 'Wines and distilled spirits wholesalers,off 56
percent, also reported a substantial decrease but most of the sharp declines were in the durable goods trades.
Of the nine kinds of business showing sales gains over December, all were’nondurable goods trades-~with shoes
and other footwear and clothing and furnishings reporting the principal :increases. January 1954 sales for
most trades were moderately below year-ago levels--the sharpest drop (21%) being reported for the lumber and
building materials trade. Nonaffiliated full-line grocery wholesalers were down 7 percent from last January,
but all other +types of grocery wholesalers (voluntary group, retailer-cooperative, and specialty lines) ex-

perienced increases of 6 to 10 percent. Moderate sales gains over a year ago were also reported by five
other trades. -

INVENTORTES

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of January were up 3 percent as compared with
December 31 stocks and were 2 percent higher than inventories on hand Jarmuary 31, 1953. Based on reports of
3,291 establishments submitting inventory figures in conjunction with .sales data, the January stoeck-sales
ratio of 178 percent was 43 points above that reported for the previous month and 13 points higher than re-
ported for January 1953. )

All geographic divisions--with the exception of the New England Division (~1%)--reflected larger inven-
tories on hand than a ‘month earlier. The West North Central Division, up 6 percent and the East South Cen-~
tral Division; up 7 percent, experienced the most substantial increases over December 31 inventories. Com—
pared with stocks on hand a year ago, four divisions noted increases, four divisions reported decreases,

while one division--the West North Central-—showed no change. The Middle Atlantic Division, up 6 percent,
reported the largest increase.
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

JANUARY 1954

E)ate are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month (a} cost)

Stock-sales ratiost

Percent January 1954 panel Percent January 1954 panel (percent)
Geographic division change, - hange,
and Jan. 1954 Number of | Reported Jan. 1954 | Number of | Reported
kind ‘of business from-- estab- dollar from-- estab- dollar Jan. { Jan. | Dec.
“Jan. Dec. l_i;t;:}:\;:;z values Jan. |Dec. ii:gxrnir;: values 1954 11953 | 1953
1953 1953 (add 000) 1953 | 1953 (add G00)
United States, total?..veiiueisennnens -5 -20 | 4,245 | 721,916 +2 +3 3,291 | $1,063,853| 178 | 165] .135
New England........ -1 -27 | 23| 31,168 -2 -1 167 36,238} 1521 153) 117
Middle Atlantic..... 4 ~29 718 | 135,295 +6 +2 547 171,283} 166 150§ 110
East North Central....... -1 ~-22 818 | 137,141 +3 +5 658 181,909] 154 147 ] 114
West North Central.. -2 ~13 539 97,800 ¢} +6 400 164,590] 194 191 | 161
South Atlantic,..... -8 =19 536 81,79 +3 +5 426 129,8731 187 168 | 142
East South Central.. =12 -15 204 29,930 +2 +7 161 49,453 194 166 ] 152
West South Central.. =11 ~19 399 66,265 -3 + 320 107,4460 196 178 | 151
Mountain..veoionnenes ~10 -19 175 22,683 -3 +2 ‘150 37,262( 184 1721 147
Pacifice..... cessena -8 ~19 561 96,234 ~1 +2 410 142,860) 191 1774 146,
-9 -9 372 14,409 +1 4] 174 13,3841 304 2701 232
-16 -1 20 - 469 +2 +12 8 3544 . 216 2421 246
4 +6 46 1,009 0 0 40 2,426fl 206 | 274 321
=12 =31 71 2,679 -3 o 58 4,980) 299 257 1 160
4 ~19 93 3,510 -5 ~5 16 1,393) 322 333 348
~12 +28 19 2,128 +4 +2 12 1,008) =283 279 | 282
<10 +14 11 1,320 -2 +3 6 6461 270 214 | 276
+7 -7 18 431 -2 +16 14 809§ 300 363 | 265
-9 ~5 91 2,433 +28 ~2 7 1,702)} 378 260 | 389
Electrical group, totales.veuccessrccanannsnes ~1 =28 6891 131,824 =3 +4 627 195,592 158 160{ 110
Full-line WholeSalerSaeesevensesvasncennane. 4] =29 4681 104,867 -3 +5 459 162,9984 157 162 | 107
New Englandescevesnsrsvsness +1 ~29 33 6,325 -7 -4 33 9,482 150 163 | 111
Middle Atlantic..viececannns -4 -28 63 15,914 -3 +2 &0 24,139| 154 154 1 109
East North Central... +3 =32 96 25,022 +1 +3 94 34,4510 139 41 88
West North Central... + =31 47 8,851 -8 +7 47 13,87 157 178 | 101
South Atlantic....... +11 -24 71 15,953 +3 +11 69 26,5451 170 1841 118
East South Central... -13 =22 26 4,619 +6 +4 25 8,737 199 159 | 144
West South Central. -6 -25 49 9,416 -5 +4 49 18,064 192 190 ] 137
Mountain......... -7 ~34 21 3,567 -5 -1 21 5,572f 156 | 152 | 105
Pacificeccirrcnees -5 <31 62 15,200 ~13 +2 61 22,134) 147 160 | 100
Wiring supplies, ‘construction materials
distributdrs. =6, =22 121 9,549 +1 +3 87 11,760 165 156 1 128
New England... o] -21 13 767 + +9 5 376§ 159 182 | 133
Middle Atlantic.... . 12 -19 24 903 -9 +2 17 1,3104 173 168 | 143
East North Central... v +1 ~30 29 3,029 0 +6 23 4,143 182 180 | 114
West North Central. -8 . =16 9 1,023 -9 -1 7 9881 149 159 172
South Atlantic.. . =10 -22 19 1,761 +9 =1 16 2,096 131 110 102
South Central... .- -5 +6 1 1,202 +7 +1 7 1,42411 168 148§ 185
Mountain.......... vee ceveann <16 -12 6 319 | (x) | (x) (x) (x)- (x) | (x) |{x)
Pacifice.cvcrnnn srsearessrnananes casnanee =12 -29 10 545 +8 -1 9 1,139 210 1741 150
Applisnces and specialties wholesalers.. ol ~24 100 17,408 +1 Q 81 20,8341 159 1481 125
New England...... ] -25 9 1,759 +1 +6 6 T,604| 104 | 100 86
Middle Atlantic.... +5 -25 20 5,936 o -8 15 4,833)F 141 1491 125
East North Central. . +1 ~26 15 2,872 +5 +3 11 3,027 151 125 { 109
West North Ceniral... . +7 =30 13 1,455 +13 +10 12 2,680)% 189 179 { 119
South Atlantic..... . ~19 -28 2 1,490 -6 0 13 2,664 179 1541 129
South Central. -10 4 11 1,304 -2 +10 9 2,579 205 187 | 182
Mountain...... =5 11 N 985 -7 -10 7 1,6981 172 175 171
PACifiG.ueconirerancncocnssunsnsicsennaas -25 =27 12| 1,607 0 =1 8 1,749 178 1381 123
Furniture and house furnishingS..iceseecsceen- ~15 =20 81 11,133 -7 49 64 22,930) 238 2201 180
Middle Atlantic...icuinnns -9 -35 14 1,791 -11 +7 11 3,660] " 276 27| 17
East North Central. +3 -7 10 1,703 -1 +12 9 3,678) 231 243 | 200
Wesat North Central... -3 -13 12 1,534 -14 +11 12 4,124 269 303 | 211
South Atlantic....... -16 48 11 592 | (x) | (x) (x) {x) ) | =) | (x)
West South Central... <23 =-21 12 1,439 -5 +12 12 3,526 245 197 | 174
Mounta@in..seviseovass =33 -1 6 822 ~16 +4 4 1,529] 268 241 234
Pacific.. P -22 ~11 ] 10 2,807 -5 +9 8 4,810) 183 1501 149
Hardwareesseessseaevasses -9 ~21 171 45,888 +4 +13 146 138,9981 345 301 | 239
Middle Atlantic.... A -34 35 6,193 -2 +2 30- 17,556) 317 306 | 207
East North Central. -8 -33 30 8,584 +2 +19 22 24,697} 306 279 | 175
Wegt North Central. -7 ~19 18 7,632 -1 +19 18 29,5624 387 364 1 264
South Atlantic..... ~-16 -9 2% 3,865 +5 +2 20 11,165| 336 260 | 298
East South Central...... -16 ~21 14 3,519 +3 +13 12 9,748 310 2521 217
West South Central... = -4 18 4,421 +5 +16 12 8,884 327 296 | 272
Mountain...ervnnan ‘-13 =29 91 1,334 -1 +8 7 3,142% 457 408 1 332
2T B o P . -11 -13 20 10,051 +12 +13 15 33,306} 374 293 | 285
Industrial supplieS..ecvessssscocscrsarannasa -13 14 134 16,088 +1 +1 109 32,901) 242 212 | 205
New England...... censenne -6 ~10 12 940 +1 .0 10 2,120) 271 2511 243
Middle Atlantic...... crese ~12 -17 27 2,57 +2 +4 20 5,006) 235 202 | 187
East North Central...... -13 -13 22 4,334 +7 +6 21 8,463 199 161} 164
West North Central..,... . -15 ~13 8 731 +8 ~1 7 1,664 286 246 | 269
cxsans -12 -16 19 1,406 +6 +2 16 4,246) 322 271 | 262
East South Central....... -11 -17 9 1,215 +7 o 8 3,331} 286 2401 237
West South Central... -5 -14 26 3,693 || (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x) |(x)
Pacificee.ve... teraeseanen ceves ~11 -2 11 1,195 o +4 11 2,667 223 198 =209
JeWEITYauavennrvaenan . 14 ~67 111 3,094 0 +13 64 11,187)| 5351 452 147
New England..... . +5 268 8 252 || (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) x) (x]
Middle Atlantic.,.. . -18 -58 35 1,038 +1 424 18 2,882 519 424 1 142
East North Central... . ~26 -66 28 679 +4 +17 18 3,300y 525 3721 162
West North Central.... . +1 73 11 339 +7 +11 10 2,078] 615 5821 151
South Atlantic........ e -5 -63 5 17 (x) | (%) (x) (x) () | () |1
South Central...... - -13 -78 4 16 f (x) | (x) (x) (x) | (0 | (x)
DT & U -9 <74 17 493 -5 +9 11 2,302} 612 5671 123

See footnotes at end of table.
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[pata_are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales ratios!
Pgrcent January 1954 panel Psrcent January 1954 ‘panel (percent)
3 - hdd 15

Ge"g“"hzgddi"is““ Jan. 1954 Nurber of| Reported | Jan. 1954 | Nusber of| Beported
kind of business £rome- estab- dollar from-- estab- dollar Jag. { Jan. {Dec.
8 lishments| values . lishments} values 1954 | 1953 | 1953

Jan. Dec. reporting Jan. | Dec. | reporting

1953 1953 (add 000) || 1953 | 1953 (add 000)

Lumber and building materials...... evenanies -2 -2 70 040 0 46 52 $12,566 | 216] 168| 148
Middle Atlantie.....couv..s . T =22 =38 15 1,748 +13 0 ] , 269 03 70 59
East North Central...... . ~12 14 10 637 -5 +5 8 1,118 251 225| 130
South Atlantic.... . -18 =1 11 1,321 [} +5 9 1,775 248 205] 255
Mountain..... . =25 -30 7 1,303 -6 -3 6 3,021 252 202| 182
PacifiCeroeinicneerinidinniiinnans reesenn -29 ~39 7 733 +28 +11 ) 2,317 322 175| 175

Machinery equipment, supplies (except
electrical)s.cieerennnsaroonas beesteeasns .e =14 -10 50 6,524 -1 0 39 16,419 303 255| 250
New England.. . -12 -23 5 337 4 -1 4 982 382 336 347
Middle Atlantic... . -13 ~16 7 1,144 +2 0 4 1,914 185 1571 147
East North Central,. . +13 +42 8 1,314 0 +1 5 1,377 204 216 175
South Atlantic.... . -8 +25 5 661 +3 +1 4 1,894 305 2701 405
South Central . -26 +12 14 1,479 -2 +2 13 6,701 459 3431 506
£3-0C5 £ i 1 Ceesesrrana . ~27 -6 8 753 -3 +5 6. 2,204 411 2941 403

Metalgeeeeoieeeaerarvanssreecarenccaroronaa . -16 14 50 13,283 +13 -1 46 27,267 209 1571 181

Painis and varnishes...ceceeeeievccnnnrnnas . 0 +19 48 5,120 +10 -1 Ad 16,388 325 2971 394

Plumbing and heating supplieS......cc...s cesae ~18 23 135 12,162 ~b +7 115 28,660 262 2241 187
New ENgLEnd..seesseescassnn . -13 —13 36 ) gﬁ (x) (xls x) us x3$ 19 (X)246 (::)20'7 (ﬂsl
Middle Atlantic... . -1 -1 2 - .

East North Central. . -7 -24 17 1:130 +10 +8 15 3 o1l 305 259 214
West North Central.. . +9 ~12 15 1,124 0 +1 W13 2 ,851 272 2981 236
South Atlantic...... . ~19 -25 38 5,552 -7 +92 38 13,091 236 2071 162
East South Centrale...cievevricannesesnenss ~33 -26 10 1,077 -7 +14 | 9 2,861 269 192 174

Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial).. +9 4 76, 1,665 +3 -1 65 4,113 334 3§9 300
Middle Atlentice.cieiioiannn +23 o] 14 566 4] -1 11 248 287 222
East North Central. +1 +1 17 133 +16 +1 12 567 484 | 567
South Atlantic..... +3 -10 25 el o+l -2 25 319 317| 203

~12 ~11 9 117 -3 =3 8 5157 438) 435

=2 =1 35 5,170 +2 +3 29 143 138] 136

-1 ~2 6 881 +7 +8 5 126 116 113

-6 -2 11 2,226 -1 3 8 144 139{ 137

+2 +2 6 880 || 428 +5 6 128] 104 125

............................... =11 -28 33 1,213 +23 -3 30 830 72 52 54

Middle Atlantic... -4 -35 8 267 +32 ~10 7 104 39 26 28

East North Centra -5 -26 9 372 +3 ~13 9 209 56 52 48
South ALLantiC.....s.. ~18 ~22 4 2681 (x) | (x) ® | ™ (x) (=) Hx)

Chemicals, industrials........ sreesnaanae -5 ~1 16 2,762 +8 +3 13 1,846 T4 65 71

Clothing and furnishings {except shoes)...... ~13 430 17 2,901 +17 +30 11 3,760 186 151] 213

Lo 5 emaene Crertecsennna +9 ‘o 19 4,393 -27 =22 17 3,276 77 114 97

Ccmg" ggiionery. ceeesesreasanaa -8 ~27 36 1,017 +19 +19 20 821 146 113 94
M e Atlanti ~11 <34 7 251 ~3 [} 4 194 162 140] 118
gasthgzzg S?ntral. e ;z —gg g 12; (xi4 (x)7 (x) . {x) . (xi02 (X)SA (x)74

o ntic..... = - # GRS
East South Central. -7 -19 8 120 -39 ~32 5 23 56 9 68
West South Central......... -1 -22 4 197 (x) (%) (x) (x) (x) (x) {(x)

Dairy and poultry product8....c..cevevenss . -2 -19 25 6,945 +20 +17 18 2,427 28 32 28

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)......... =12 -1 191 65,046 +6 46 152 97,555 186 i54) 175
New Englandecesesensesanessvanines . -6 -6 9 2,457 +11 +10 7 3,714 213 1801 176
Middle Atlantie.. . -9 +1 21 10,200 +11 +10 14 10,699 174 42) 157
Edast North Central. . -7 -3 26 10,929 +9 +3 13 13,742 169 1431 162
West North Central. . ~15 -1 20 6,795 +7 +6 17 10,450 180 142] 169
Raot ‘South Genial. o IS Wl Tmel | e B meRl N B E

South . . - - +

West South Central. . ~19 =5 33 9 : 213 (s} +7 28 16 : 809 221 1741 195
Mountain, . -18 +11 i3 2,380 -3 +5 11 4,854 215 182] 225
LT & i T -6 +2 25 11,845 +6 +6 23 20,250 172 152] 166
Dry g00Seeercvintvncenneronnnns Cedeneseenn . =14 +8 139 31,889 o] +5 114 69,254 264 231 271
New England.... . -16" ~24 5 265 +5 *17 4 464 267 221 173
gidil; A:;anti% .. . -20 -6 36 5,621 +2 +5 26 7,952 285 2491 250
ast North Central. . ~-13 +6 9 3,423 -6 +1 9 6,220 182 168 190
ges :hNor;h ﬁntral . . -13 +20 18 11: 646 +2 +3 16 34 : 179 295 251 337
outh Atlantic..... . -12 ~13 23 3,379 4] +13 17 7,811 253 224 199
East South Central. . -12 +11 12 11327 +5 +19 10 2:996 283 235} 253
West South Central. . -9 +25 1L 2,028 16 -6 i1 3,313 163 1781 219
Moux.xtt? in... . +3 -17 6 366 -9 +6 5 1,247 400 4251 303
PaCifiCeeiiiseanrrcsnnaana teeerearataranens ~13 +23 19 3,834 +12 -2 16 5,072 290 235 298
Farm supplieS............... e, e -15 +12 20 3,042 -11] 43 1 1,210 81] 8o
Fr;sh 1i:':ruitsdxmd vegetables. . -5 =17 59 4,705 o +20 35 819 40 36 25
lew England..... rrresenees . ~14 -11 7 237 -15 ~2 5 47 46 41 38
Middle Atlantic.... . ~13 -27 15 743 ~10 +57 8 36 12 10 6
East North Central. . -2 -12 13 1,446 ~10 +3 6 35 21 19 14

. ges;hNorth Cintral. . ~11 -24 7 512 +6 +10 7 231 45 38 31

outh Atlantic... . -8 -16 5 283 0 #13 4 69 27 24 20 .
East South Central. . -1 +7 5 208 1 (x) (x) (x) [€3] (x) (x)  Hx)
Pacific....... cererear i e e -2 +3 4 933§ (x) | (x) (x) (x) &) 1 (x) i)

See footnotes at end of table.
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
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@ata are shown ty geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations}

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month {at cost)

Stock-sales ratios®

- Percent January 1954 panel Percent January 1954 panel {percent)
maranhie d3viai
Je~=1aph;ﬁdd1v151on J::?n§;§4 Number of | Reported J::?n§;§4 Number of | Reported
kind of business from-~ ‘estab- dollar from—— ~estab— dollar Jan. | Jan.| Deec.
lighments values lishments values 1954 | 1953| 1953
Jan. Dec. reporting Jan. | Dec. | reporting
1953 1953 (add 000) || 1953 | 1953 (add 000)
GToceries, 5018leeeerrsersenesencroennanasns +2 +1 828 $147,260 -1 43 666 $135,984 {| 121 125 118
Wonaffiliated full-line wholesalers®....... =7 -1 544 53,856 ~6 +3 453 56,480 127 126 123
New Englande.cveeecenrerconnaionns -2 -8 7 1. 1,554 -3 -6 6 2,579 174 176 170
Middle Atlantic.... +1 -1 16 2,561 || +26 +1 9 3,317 168 136 165
Fast North Central. -1 0 135 10,604 =5 -1 127 11,616 120 125 123
West North Central. -8 -4 60 6,122 -2 +4 47 6,177 || 131 121 115
South Atlantic..... . ~7 +2 62 7,452 -2 0 33 6,403 | 137 129 137
East South Central....... . -9 ~6 36 3,667 -6 +5 27 3,844 4 129 125 118
West South Central...... . -13 -3 99 12,426 -7 +15 78 12,796 130 121 111
Mountain...eeeens . =1 +7 22 2,361 -10 -2 22 3,187 | 135 148 147
Pacific.. . -9 +1 107 7,109 § -22 -5 104 6,561 )| 100 115 106
Voluntary-group wholesalersesiceecsssssonse +10 0 181 63,215 45 0 137 55,5334 119 125 115
New Englatd..eeceeevecens . +8 -16 11 4,020 +5 -2 9 2,383 111 105 119
Middle Atlantic..i.. « +17 +20 33 14,498 | +10 +5 24 9,294 122 132 129
East North Central....... . +8 -8 42 10,027 +4 -2 29 8,737 103 107 96
West North Central.. “en +13 -5 59 20,672 +3 +1 59 25,6351 124 137 118
South Atlantic........ +1 -1 10 2,763 +9 +18 4 1,478 108 108 91
Pacific..isiiniiniceinnennicnrnonaas . -3 +10 21 6,274 1 +22 +11 7 3,289 147 116 122
Retailer-cooperative warehouses..veeavesess +9 +4 18 12,108 +8 +4 12 6,623 101 98 95
Specialty 1inés wholesalerSeessscssessscass +6 +12 85 18,081 -5 +1 64 17,3481 116 132 129
Middle Atlantic...eovecancas . +16 +29 16 5,262 §f +13 +9 12 4,558 94 99 115
East North Central PN +1 +32 10 904 +8 [¢] 7 350 79 69 88
South Atlantic......... 0 -1 16 1,961 0 0 i1 1,949 110 110 107
West South Central.... . -8 -16 5 3294 (x) | (x) (x) x (x) | ()| (x)
T P +3 +7 27 7,335 -15 -6 23 8,562 154 190 168
Leather and shoe £indingSecessersnsescannnans ~11 -1 23 335 -3 +3 12 21,0061 568 5086 653
Middle Atlantice.eevesss . -18 -18 5 281 (x) {x} x) (x} (x) (x) (x)
East North Central.. . -6 =21 4 651 (x) {x} {x) (x) {x) (x) {x)
. -11 +5 6 156 if {x) (x) (x) (x) ) (x) (x)
Meats and meat ProQuUetS...csvvrerorsvarasanns 1] -3 38 18,366 -2 +11 34 6,374 39 41 35
Middle Atlantic...... . +1 -3 10 3,642 4 +3 10 1,892 52 55 49
East North Gentral... . +4 -9 13 6,554 ~5 +15 12 2,162 36 39 28
Pacificeseresnerannas . -18 -5 4 3,450 || (x) | (%) (x) (x) ()| =) | ()
Paper and its productS..ceecerssssascscaenaee +h +5 51 8,853 +2 -1 33 8,180 133 138 137
New England:..esesesnse +9 -17 4 253 | (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (=)
Middle Atlantic..... -1 +12 11 2,382 +6 ~4 5 1,056 83 7 100
East North Central.. +9 +16 16 3,822 +5 +2 11 2,827 96 101 102
South Atlantic...... +1 -1 5 756 || (x) (x) (x) (x) (%) (x) {x)
South Central..... +1 -19 5 405+ (x) (x) (=) {x) (x) () )
PaCifiC. s annasonccainssasnnassarrsaacrasans +2 =14 6 936 -2 -3 6 2,267 242 252 214
PetTOLOUWN: cuviacaesrosrsarsoarconcsosscnannse +6 ~10 29 6,432 -36 +4 28 3,831 60 100 52
Shoes and other fOOTWEAT.cvveeanrrrvscsvarevs -1 +69 31 21,110} +16 -6 28 31,445 15 130 272
Tobacco ProduCtSesescasssscscrassrecsnsansssns ~4 -25 256 35,149 -3 8] 153 16,328 69 ©9 jijs]
New England....... B ] =34 30 2,451 1 +12 -15 8 408 69 60 3
Middle Atlantic.... . -2 =27 51 11,073 )| =15 -9 32 6,434 T4 86 2
East North Central. . -4 -28 59 7,055 0 +5 36 2,593 62 58 43
West North Central. N ~5 28 39 4,325 +5 +6 30 2,200 69 €3 47
South Atlantic....oeess . -8 -13 25 4,880 +16 +7 19 2,956 T4 - 59 62
East South Central.... . -5 -11 14 1,645) +12 +8 9 749 55 46 4
West South Central.... . -5 4 20 1,704 -6 -2 8 398 51 53 50
MoUNtain. s neessesesccroenennsn . - -7 8 441 +5 +37 7 331 77 71 53
PacifiC..sencensrsrinsonarerraveaansacnes 0 -28 10 1,575 || +16 +33 4 259 38 68 50
Wines and spirits®.... -8 -56 311 72,194 +8 -3 277 131,928 11 210 176 9
New England........ 0 -61 20 2,562 b ~13 16 3,123} 165 180 71
Middle Atlantic.... -10 -65 50 18,120 | +18 -3 4 36,789 23C¢ 173 80
East North Central...... -4 -53 4 11,338 |f +14 -3 34 18,8221 190 16l 91
West North Central...... -2 ~41 44 7,930 +7 ~5 37 11,670} 210 195 124
South Atlantice..cean... -12 -48 43 10,730 || +10 +3 42 20,7241 195 156 99
Fast South Centralaceesearacseroecss ~19 =56 12 1,827 +3 -1 10 4, 7424 312 242 i36
West South Central.... -9 ~54 41 8,175 +4 +1 38 16,206 218 188 99
Mountain. ves -2 -32 19 2,583 1 +23 +8 18 3,681 167 135 106
PacifiCiceiunnesvcencerasnsrsovnnverssnanes 14 =55 38 8,929 ~9 ~13 34 16,171 213 202 107
MiSCELIAME0US ceveserasnrinenecnsonrsrssoosnns +2 +7 34 8,719 % +10 -4 21 10,3814 176 | 167 | 187

x Insufficient data to show separately.

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventor-
ies in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculations for the markup of sales, which varies from trade to trade.
2 The United States total and totals for some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to a geographic divisionm.

3 Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

% Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" States which.do not have State control or monopoly distribu-

tion at the wholesale level.

Note: Percentage changes are computed on an unweighted basis by summarizing all reports received in time for tabulation.
- varies by kind of business and geographic division, depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown

may not necessarily reprefent trends of all wholesalers.
data in each of the periods for which comparisons are made:

States comprising geographic divisions
tew England {Comn., Maine, Mass., N. H., R. I., Vt.)

Middle Atlantic (N. J., N. Y., Pa.)

East North Central (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)

West North Central (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., N. Dak., S. Dak.)
South Atlantic (Del., D. C., Fla., Ga., Md., N. G., S. C., Va, W. Va.)

Inguiries concerning this report should be a.iressed to:

East South Central (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)
West South Central (Ark., La., Okla., Tex.)

Since coverage

Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington 25, D. C.

They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers submitting

South Central - East Scuth Central and West South Central combined.
Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, ¥yo.)
Pacific (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)
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Sales and inventory trends
to the Bureau of the Census fro
of business.

presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted
m all parts of the country by 4,373 wholesale establishments in various kinds

SALES

February 1954 sales of merchant wholesalers increased 4 percent over the previous month but were down
3 percent below a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first two months of 1954 were 4 percent below the cor-
responding period of last year. .

Sales increases ranging from 2 to 9 percent over the previous month were reported in all but one geo~
graphic division--the Pacific, which showed a decline of 3 percent. Compared with February salesa year ago,
the New England and West North Central Divisions indicated small gains. However, the seven other divisions
reported declines of 2 to 9 percent, the sharpest drop being shared by the Mountain and Pacific Divigions.

After sharp seasonal declines in January, almost all dursble goods trades reflected increased sales in
February. Jewelry wholesalers noted the principal increase (41%) while lumber and building materials dis-
tributors (22%) and automotive supplies wholesalers (18%) alsc showed significant gains. Trends among non-
durable goods trades were more varied. Farm supplies,up seasonally 38 percent, led 11 trades showing gains,
while coal, down 23 percent, reflected the sharpest drop of the 9 nondurable goods trades down from January.
In comparison with February sales a year ago, 22 trades reported decreases, the sharpest decline (1%%) being
shown by electrical appliances and specialties wholesalers. Nonaffiliated full-line grocery wholesalers
were down 2 percent from February 1953, but all other typesaf grocery wholesalers (Voluntary’group,retailer—

cooperative, and specialty lines) experienced sales gains. Eleven other trades--mostly nondurables--also
reported gains over a year ago.

INVENTORIES

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of Febr
were up slightly (1%) over stocks on hand February 28, 1953.
submitting inventory figures in conjunction with sales data, the
was 4 points below that reported for the previous month and 7

All geographic divisions--with the exceptiond the Pacific Division (-4%)--reflected heavier inventories
on hand than a month earlier. The Mountain Division, up 7 percent, experienced the largest dincrease over

January 31 inventories. Compared witha year ago, however, the Mountain Division noted the principal decline
(4%) among the five divisions reporting lower inventories.

uary rose 2 percent during the month and
Based on reports of 3,432 establishments

February stock-sales ratio of 173 percent
points higher than reported for February 1953.

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS~~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

FEBRUARY 1954

mata are shown by gecgraphic division, where possible without di

sclosure of individual operations]

See footnotes at ‘end -of table.

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) s 3
tock-gales ratios
Geographic division Percent change February 1954 panel iigzzzt February 1954 panel (percent)
‘ 4
ind of S Feb. 1954 |2.M0+ | Number of dpopoipeq || Feb. 1954 | MUIBET Of| poritea
usiness 1954 estab- estab-
frome—— from | lishments dollar from—- 11 shm dollar Feb.| Feb.| Jan.
ents
2 mo. | report- values report- values 19541 1953 1954
Feb. | Jan. Feb. | Jan
1953 2 i N i
1953 | 1954 ng (add 000) || 1953} 1954 e (add 000)
United States, total’........ civierans -3 +h -4 4,373 | $763,838 +1 +2 3,4321$1,097,800 | 173| 16| 177
New Englande.sesevescsccscnssvssanns cesaven +1 +6 0 255 36,741 +2 +5 192, 43,404 155 51 155
Middle Atlantic.. -5 +3 -5 748 1443593 +4 *2 568 174,021 160 145 166
East North Central.... . -3 +2 -2 855 146,388 +1 +3 695 199,139 156 150 156
West North Central...... PRI +2 +9 0 555 106,325 -1 +2 417 169,656 184 192 195
South Atlantic........ anans -4 +5 -6 550 86,868 +3 +4 435 133,701 182 171 184
East South Central. PN ~4 +5 -8 210 32,654 -2 +2 164 52,537 188 184 195
West South Central. aes -2 +6 -6 399 69,857 =3 +4 313 109,312 188 189 192
_ Mountain..s.ssecsssass ane -9 +5 =9 187 23,450 4 +7 163 39,279 186 177 182
PACIFIC ccessireancccivsecasaacaionaennsones ~9 ~3 -9 562 92,157 -2 -4 433 134,240 184 169 186
Aytomotive SUPPlieS..svresonnecracrsans ceanw -8 +18 -8 401 18,087 +1 43 243, 19,605 318 277 307
+2 +12 -7 21 585 +7 +7 18 848 321 285 263
-18 ~15 11 50 901 +1 41 47 2,744 336 273 289
East North Cenfral. -6 +14 -9 7. 3,519 +3 +6 63 6,174 296 256 284
West North Central. -10 +21 -7 102 4,464 -2 +8 25 1,948 §t - 327 292 297
South Atlantic..... -6 *27 -9 22 2,868 +2 -1 16 1,573 262 322 321
‘West South Ceniral -6 +45 =7 11 1,935 -1l +h 6 1,188 378 247 448
Mountdineiveeesess -6 0 0 24 530 =5 +2 20 1,241 377 370 328
PacifiCeceecvaneconsacanan -9 +9 -9 9 2,668 0 ~4 44 3,817 336 281 333
Electrical group, total...... Careenscanaue . -5, +9 ~3 727 146,980 b +8 651 213,538 157 157 159
Dy
Full-line WholesalerS.scsveseessssrsronasnns -3 +10 -1 465 114,171 4 +9 454 176,084 156 159 158
New England... +6 +13 +3 32 7,026 -3 +14 32 10,598 151 164 149
Middle AtlantiCeececsonnenocs -2 +13 -3 60 17,453 -1 +9 58 25,739 149 149 154
East North Central......... -5 +6 -1 101 27,209 -4 +8 97 38,631 144 142 143
West North Central... +1 +16 +3 48 10,289 -5 +13 48 15,702 153 163 157
South Atlantic..... 0 +8 +5 71 17,381 +3 +12 68 29,708 177 172 170
East South Central. -8 +13 -10 29 . 5,688 -1 +7 28 10,105 184 168 196
West South Central. +2 +22 =2 48 10,968 -11 +11 48 18,664 170 194 187
Mountaineeesssesrss -4 +18 -5 21 4,200 =7 +11 21 6,192 147 153 156
PACifiCucereresnsercstcserrnvinascnaness -9 +1 -7 55 13,957 -12 +4 - 54 20,745 150 155 146
Wiring supplies, construction materials

distributors...... . 0 +5 -3 151 11,344 -2 +4 110 14,540 173 176 171
New England... . -6 -9 -3 16 781 -1 -2 7 456 158 174 144
Middle Atlantic.... . +4 +10 -3 33 1,273 0 +2 25 2,395 246 248 248
East North Central. . +1 +7 +1 35 3,292 =7 +8 27 3,925 163 166 159
West North Central. +8 <10 0 10 1,159 -6 +10 8 1,619 240 248 160
South Atlantic... . -2 +13 =5 26 2,256 +3 +3 21 2,524 127 126 142
South Central.. . -5 -3 -5 14 1,496 -3 -1 10 2,108 195 198 178

Mountaine ..o So-19 +13 -17 6 360 {] (x) {x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x)
PACifiCesicrnasecannarsosscascnns PPN 46 +25 -2 11 727 +15 +2 10 1,233 170 158 208
Appliances and specialties wholesalers.... ~19 +6 -13 111 21,465 -4 +3 87 22,914 158 137 163
New Englande..... [N ST -8 8 2,317 ~15 -3 6 1,867 90 89| 106
Middle Atlantic.... ~24 +5 -15 28 9,069 -7 4 19 5,127 153 137 156
East North Central -19 -12 -10 18 2,640 +6 +12 12 3,591 191 135 156
West North Central. -8 +2 -1 i2 1,526 =1 -9 11 2,401 161 151 192
South Atlantice... -6 +25 ~13 16 1,634 +6 +14 16 2,894 177 157 195
South Gentral.. ~19) 21| -15 13 1,649 -6 +6 10 2,785 1| 178] 156 207
Mountaine. oo -9 +6 -7 7 1,042 -13 +6 7 1,805 173 181 172
PACifiCisveacenvecrsosrsvansocinsrsnvenns =26 +1 -26 9 1,588 -2 +4 6 2,444 169 123 165
Furniture and house furnishings......ceee.ss -13 +11 -14 83 12,427 -9 +1 65 23,404 218 203 237
New England...... . -8 +28 -8 6 752 +7 +6 5 1,283 181 152 220
Midcle Atlantic.. - +6 13 -2 13 1,976 -7 +10 9 3,296 249 256 256
East North Central.. . -16 +3 ~7 9 1,572 -8 +7 8 3,767 259 237 249
West North Central.. . -11 +13 -7 12 1,734 ~14 +1 12 4,169 240 248 269

South Atlantic...e.s. -15 +23 -16 11 731 ) {x) (x) (x) {x} (x) (x) {x)
West South Central -19 +21 ~21 12 1,747 -1 -2 12 3,468 199 182 245
Mountain..... . 21 -4 ~-28 6 685 -12 0 5 1,709 265 240 266
PacifiC.eessen tessesesregerrastnnanaas . -18 + -20 11 3,033 -9 -6 9 4,685 166 148 182
Hardware.osevacsvecrsnsovnss atessearesannss -10 +12 ~10 161 50,199 -1 +4 137 139,528 312 287 340
Middle Atlantic... ~19 +3 ~12 34 6,350 -2 +9 28 18,082 323 265 312
East North Central.. -6 +25 -7 29 10,602 ~4 +5 28 27,310 264 259 314
West North Central.. -5 +18 -6 20 9,282 <2 +4 204 31,744 342 332 388
South Atlantic...... -10 ~1 ~13 20 3,635 +2 +3 16 10,684 343 301 330
East South Central.. +3 +21 -7 13 3,877 -1 +4 11 8,958 256 270 304
West South Central.ceecesscsvence -3 37 -3 18 4,728 +5 +2 12 9,072 304 293 327
Mountain.. -10 +17 =11 7 1,554 -4 +9 5 3,326 452 412 450
" Pacific.... -18 4 -15 17 9,719 0 o} 14 29,340 336 275 352
Industrial supplieSe.cscsnscesessscasssnnons =7 +5 =9 135 17,626 +3 +3 114 35,962 237 207 240
New England...eesevessocacnsonsasnssenan -7 +2 -6 12 1,188 -10 +4 11 2,891 285 286 263
Middle Atlantic... PPN <12 +2 -12 28 3,221 +8 Q 23 6,167 210 170 210
East North Central..... -15 +2 -14 21 4,115 +8 -1 20 8,522 211 166 216
West North Central. -18 +14 -16 9 665 -7 +2 8 1,430 299 258 324
South Atlantic +3 +12 4 20 1,631 +4 0 17 3,922 256 251 286
East South Central. -7 +4 -9 8 1,608 -6 +2 8 4,692 292 289 295
West South Central. +7 +9 +1 28 4,216 +6 +13 18 6,233 242 222 235
Pacific....... cevin ~-16 +6 -13 9 982 +51 . 1 9 2,110 215 172 226
JEWELI Yo naeenossoreasinessesansssnsnscssanss -8 +41 -11 120 4,288 -5 -1 65 10,392 343 335 521

New England... =3 330 0 7 319 {{(x) x) =) {x) (x} (x) x)
Middle Atlantic... . -8 +31 ~12 36 1,501 -10 ~7 20 2,994 350 357 488
East North Central... . ~10 +55 -17 35 1,139 -6 -1 18 3,450 337 322 522
West North Central... . +1 +79 +1 12 630 o +4 10 2,255 365 363 631

South Atlantic...e.e.. .. -9t 427 -7 [ 228 |1(x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

South Central... -6 1] -10 5 137 | (x) | {x) (x) (x) (x) () &)
Pacifice..coovs. -18 +31 ~13 16 328 -1 -5 9 767 412 375 609
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Sales Inventory, emd-of-month {at cost) Stock-sales ratios!
Percent change February 1954 panel Percent Februdary 1954 panel {percent)
N y . change, =
Geographic division Feb. 1954 2 mo. Number of | Reported Feh. 1934
and Prom-— 1954 3% Number of Reported
¥ind of business from estab- | gollar from-- estab~ dgnar' Feb. | Feb. | Jan.
Feb. | Jan. | 2 mo. lishments| yaqy04 Feb. Jan.| lishments values 1954 | 1953 | 1954
1953 | 1954 | 2053¢| TOPOTHINE| (o5 o0y ||1953 | 1954| reporting| O 000)

Lumber and building materialsSe.e..veeeesss.. -5 +22 -13 82 $10,065 -6 -2 65 $12,819 168 168 214
Middle Atlantic.........v... . +33 +28 +1 15 2,219 +15 -9 10 1,183 &5 82 9%
East North Central. . ~25 +3 -20 11 829 +3 +3 9 1,270 195 132 200
West North Central.. . -8 +8 -13 6 5301 (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
South Atlantic.... . +4 +17 -8 10 1,527 0 -8 8 1,589 201 205 248
South Central... -8 +8 -9 4 7% || (x) {x) (x) % (x) {x) (x)
Mountain....... 15 +29 ~20 15 1,675 ~13 +5 14 3,165 200 192 252
PaciliCe e e vriinceersininnnnscsainaenns . ~24 +31 -26 7 960 +4 ~10 6 2,085 222 161 322

Machinery equipment, supplies (except .
electrical)..... s 8] +14] -1 44 7,340 -3 0 33 14,4981 2351 218 om
New.England.... =12 +1 ~12 5 342 -6 0 4 978 364 334 382
Middle Atlentie,.. . ~17 b -15 8 1,103 +2 -2 5 1,882 187 152 185
East North Central, . +9 +12 +11 10 1,610 +7 0 7 1,867 195 205 234
South Atlantic.... . 0 +6 4 5 738 0 +10 4 2,221 322 328 307
South Central.. +6 +20 =13 [} 1,531 —4 -1 5 4,296 283 311 347
BT € o ceruaa -34 +12 =31 7 805 -6 -1 5 1,990 386 225 400

MetalSsnrsrreeainrnceiesionronseronnsnson . ~18 -1 =17 49 13,085 +11 +1 45 27,456 214 158 208

Paints and varnisheS......coevevesn. veasrnen -7 +3 -4 48 5,288 +14 +2 4l 16,662 321 261 325

Plumbing and heating supplieS......... reeeee -9 +8 -15 133 13,162 -3 4 115 29,735 239 222 248
New ENgland..ceveseesoonenns +1 1 -9 6 2451 (x) (x) {x) (x) {x) (xy {x)
Middle Atlantie... <15 4 -17 30 1,731 -2 +4 23 3,698 254 218 237
East North Central.. -7 +5 =7 17 1,182 +5 +6 15 3,188 304 272 305
West North Central.. -3 +3 +2 15 1,273 -3 +4 13 3,162 266 265 262
South Atlantic,..... -8 +10 -13 38 6,096 -2 +4 38 13,679 224 211 236
East South Centralaic.uiscicsees.s AN “en -22 +16 -28 10 1,244 =11 +2 9 2,906 170 155 181

Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial). +5 +8 +7 71 1,622 +7 +3 67 4,202 309 302 334

! Middle Atlantic.veeeiesireinonacrrnnnanan +12 [s] +17 13 460 +18 +8 1L 982 264 252 248
East North Central.. +20 +43 +11 i3 189 +18 =3 13 688 364 370 539
South Atlantic...... o} +4 +2 24 468 +10 +10 24 1,569 335 306 318
South Central.. +9 ~11 +27 5 171 +5 +4 4 237 269 352 324

B L s ¥ 2 +12 +52 +1 9 163 -4 4 8 299 329 384 505

Surgical, medical equipment, supplies.. +1 ~1 -1 31 4,957 +11 +4 26 6,741 147 134 140
Middle AtlantiC..veerranrirunann. .e +22 ~3 +10 6 - 855 +9 +2 5 1,039 132 153 126
East North Central -8 -1 -7 11 2,214 +9 +6 8 3,051 156 131 144
South Atlantic.. -8 -5 -3 5 790 +16 +6 5 1,087 138 109 124
South Central...essrneeineerioesconeannns . -3 +4 =5 4 532 +3 +1 4% 732 138 129 141

BT s vitinreneniinnnrenaasn teessteaeaarunen -4 +11 -8 37 1,386 +10 =7 32 786 61 54 72
Middle Atlantiec... . -3 +18 -9 7 297 +15 ~15 6 82 21 23 39
East North Central.. . +4 +9 ¢} 10 440 -1 +1 10 224 51 S 55
West North Central.. . -4 +13| 12 5 B (%) (x) (=) (x) (x) (x} (x)
South Atlantic. .| =10 9 -4 4 293 (x) | (x) (x) (x) ) ] ) ()
D= T & i S SN -5 +6 -8 8 243 +13 0 8 212 87 73 93

Chemicals, industrial.....ecnivivncnnaeas es +1 +7 -2 15 2,924 +12 o] 11 1,716 66 60 72

Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)..... +1 +15 -6 17 3,703 +22 +4 10 4,742 189 156 171

L N . -11 ~23 -1 20 3 ,4@6 -28 -16 18 2,762 83 101 75

Confectionery e eaeraeenrenesanssnanans beene -2 0 -5 36 1,013 427 +3 1 585 128 113 125
Middle Atlantic... - 4 ~2 -7 8 341 -2 +1 4 205 13 115 128
East North Central .. 4 +5 -3 4 9|l (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) (x) (x}
South Atlantic.... . 4 -1 -8 8 154 +4 -1 5 113 105 96 107

‘East South Central....... eraesneseae P +1 0 -2 9 794 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x}

Dairy and poultry products...... teansrevane . +9 +3 +3 25 6,933 +17 -4 18 2,158 34 32 37

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)... .. -7 -9 -10 202 61,026 +2 -1 160 99,622)] © 202 184 185
New EDglande..eveeeeeenecnionnnnes .- -2 =7 -4 12 2,787 +7 0 10 4,453 210 191 196
Middle Atlentic... -10 -9 =10 23 9,704 +6 0 16 11,305 189 159 173
East North Central.. -6 -8 -7 26 10,311 +5 +1 19 14,270 186 166 169
West North Central.. -5 -11 -11 19 6,088 +3 -1 17 10,418 198 182 179
South Atlantie.... -9 -9 -12 29 7,082 0 +1 22 11,284 206 185 183
East South Central.. -8 -6 -13 19 3,652 +2 -3 13 6,273 208 189 205
West South Central.. -3 -9 12 35 8,438 -5 ~1 28 17,004 243 247 224
Mountain.......... =10 13 -15 12 1,999 -5 0 10 4,677 248 233 217
2 . -7 -9 =7 27 10,965 +5 -2 25 19,938 183 161 170

DEY BOO0ASauteneeetuernunsoneasnsocerermnnsna . -6 +10 =10 150 35,854 -3 -1 120 68,693 231 228 260
New England.... - -17 +7 -17 [ 468 ~14 -6 [ 956 204 197 233
Middle Atlantic... . -9 -4 -15 39 5,581 +1 + 26 7,136 285 256 268
East North Central.. -7 +12 ~10 13 4,101 -9 -1 13 6,602 161 165 183
West North Central.. o] +18 <7 18 13,714 -2 4 16 32,696 239 244 295
South Atlantie.... -12 +11 ~12 21 3,485 ~4 +3 16 7,734 234 216 250
East South Central,. -5 - -8 14 1,312 +1 +4 9 3,062 309 290 283
West South Central.. b +1 -6 12 2,225 =15 +14; 12 3,901 175 199 157
Mountain.......... .. +5 +18 +4 [} 433 -9 +2 .6 1,388 316 362 355
=1 T -12 +13 -13 21 4,335 +2 -6 16 5,238 251 228 299

Farm supplies......veeiiiuiiiiiiinnnennnn., +9 +38 +2 19 7,253 +2 ~11 10 2,636 62 70 80

Fresh fruits and vegetables......ovuviveunn. -3 -3 ~4 61 4,668 +1 o] 38 937 35 34 35
New England.............. . -1 -11 -10 4 102 4 +26 % 24 24 24 17
Middie Atlantic... -5 45 -9 19 1,115 -18 -4 11 36 9 10 11
East North Central =5 ~-11 -3 13 1,207 ~11 ] 5 34 24 22 22
West North Central =12 -15 -11 7 436 +1 -5 7 21 30 44 45
South ‘Atlantic.... -8 -2 -8 6 294 ~25 22 5 62 23 28 29
East South Central . -12 -13 -6 5 259 (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) {x} (x)
T +5 +2 +2 4 950 (x) | (x) (x) (x) x) | x) | (x)
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[Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales ‘ratiost
Percent change February 1954 panel Percent February 1954 panel (percent)
- change,
Geographic division Feb. 1954 | 2 mo.| Number of Feb. 1954 | Number of
and from-= 1954 | estab- Rﬁgzi:id £rom—— " estap- | Reported
kind of business from | lishments| .o oo 1ishments| 291ier Feb. | Feb. | Jan,
Feb. | Jan. | 2 wo.]| repori- |} - Feb. | Jan. report- values 1954 1953 | 1954
1953 | 1954 | 19532 ing (add 000) [{1953 | 1954 ing (add 000}
Groceries, 10tk cvcecicosnsrrscansrssrsanes +5 ~6 +4 835 $138,133 +2 +5 6611 $140,325 136 139 121
Nonaffiliated full-line wholesalers®..... -2 5 -5 543 52,111 -1 +6 448 59,955 142 140 126
New England.ccecasssasonserccavronnorones +3 -8 o] 7 1,433 -5 [9) . [} 2,581 189 205 174
Middle Atlantic.... cesesane +7 -9 +4 18 3,042 +16 [¢] 11 4,062 164 151 147
East North Central... +2 -9j° o 134 9,572 ~1 +7 126 12,171 141 145 119
Vest North Central. ~5 -8 -6 60 5,518 +3 +5 47 6,315 146 133 130
South Atlantic....ees.s -3 -6 -5 65 7,627 +2 +9 35 7,582 154 145 134
East South Central. 0 0 -5 34 3,691 +1 +8 26 4,194 149 146 140
West South Central. +1 +4 ~6 95 12,729 -5 +7 72 13,231 136 142 130
Mountain...u.a.. . -22 -15 -12 21 2,010 -2 +25 21 3,497 174 139 118
PACifiCeerrerrennsscncasnnorrnsasscenacs -9 ~10 -9 109 6,489 -12 -4 104 6,322 108 110 100
Voluntary-group wholesalerS asesseeassosras +12 -3 +11 186 60,950 48 +8 137 58,333 131 133 119
New Englanfecececescccsacescas +32 +13 +19 10 4,263 +3 +3 7 1,910 126 134 111
Middle Atlantic......... beesn +18 ~12 +18 30 11,885 +12 +7 22 8,245 142 134 113
East North Central...... +8 -3 +8 41 10,735 +10 +10 28 9,598 114 113 103
West North Centrale..... +16 +3 +14 59 21,206 +9 +9 59 27,889 132 140 124
South Atlantic....... +5 -6 +3 13 2,897 +6 +1 7 2,056 139 136 121
PACifiCersecvensssserscnanssravecsarsans -3 -13 -3 26 5,467 +9 14 7 2,401 145 127 148
Retailer-cooperative warehouseS..cvevasene +7 -12 +8 16 10,192 -3 ~4 11 5,867 107 126 102
Specialiy lines wholesalerS.iec-csesssveeens +1 -18 b 90 14,880 -6 +1 65 16,170 147 162 124
Middle Atlantiq............ +2 =24 +10 16 4,003 +6 +7 -7 3,249 145 153 105
East North Central.. +10 -11 +5 10 807 +10 +3 1 7 361 74 73 79
South AtlanbiCe,.... ~6 -16 -3 18 1,778 +5 o} 13 2,231 138 123 116
East South Central.e..... -9 -22 -2 5 5311] {x) {x) [¢9] (x) {x) (x) (x)
West South Central.. +2 0 -4 5 32811 (x) (x) {x) {x) (€3] (x) |(x)
PCIfIC.cns e vnonsmsonsonsnonssssrnnears 0 =17 +1 27 5,821 -18 -3 24 8,046 178 221 158
Leather and shoe findingS........ -8 +8 ~10 L 24 367 =5 -1 11 991 597 531 584
Middle Atlantics.eecess 1% -9 18 4 21 (x) {x) x) ) x) x) |{x)
East North Central...cevevavassss +8 -2 +1 4 641! (x} (x) (x) (x) (x} (x} (x)
West North Central.. -6 +2 -5 5 4711 () (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) [{x)
PACILIC nreeerncessccsasssosrassanonsans -~13 +20 -12 6 1871 (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x} {(x)
Meats and meat productS...secsessscscrcasens -3 ~12 -1 38 16,124 -10 ~4 34 5,848 41 45 38
Middle Atlantic... -3 -14 -1 8 2,841 -16 -6 8 1,361 48 55 44
Fast North Central -1 -1l +2 14 5,989 -17 —b 13 2,136 38 46 35
South Centrale...... +5 ~15 +11 4 3,250 -9 -9 4 1,292 40 46 37
PACifiCae.vssercansensscancnnascnnssnnns ~12 -11 ~15 5 3,237 +30 +1 4 772 37 27 33
Paper and its productS...cseecvsesssssssaans +3 -8 4 57 8,530 +2 41 36 8,788 146 152 135
Middle Atlantic....oenens -2 -10 -2 11 2,032 +1 +1 6 1,151 96 95 85
East North Central.scssscecsses +7 -11 +8 20 3,732 +4 +3 14 3,072 117 122 105
South Atlantic...veeevacancasns +1 -9 +1 6 713 | {x) {x) (x) (x} {x) (x) j(x)
West South Central . +7 A +4 4 293 1] (x) {x) (x) x) .l (x) (x) |(x)
PHCITiC . vnenranss rrearena -1 -6 +1 7 1,060 +1 =3 ) 2,041 246 248 237
PetroleuwMeicecesensssossosissssennssnncsnssns +9 -2 +7 28 6,226 ~11 +21 27 4,568 73 90 €0
Shoes and other fOOIWEAT vveecaresorentansns +5 48 +2 32 24,042 +14 =7 30 30,920 120 120 150
Tobacco ProductSiccicisssccenssvrviocracnsrans ~4 4] s 261 36,059 =2 +5 153 17,336 72 70 69
. -6 +7 -5 26 2,541 +8 +7 8 438 63 54 69
Middle Atlantic... - -3] 0 -3 58 12,387 -12 47 36 7,648 77 85 72
East North Central........ PR -4 ] 4 60} 7,117 +10 +9 36 2,714 65 57 61
West North Central..eeascecescicasnosnns -2 +4 -4 38 4,267 +1 (0] 29 2,030 71 68 72
South Atlantic..... ~6 -3 =7 23 4,410 +13 +1 17 2,796 75 62 71
East South Central... Q ~4 -3 14 1,587 +2 -1 9 739 58 55 55
West South Central... -10 -8 -7 22 1,588 +2 +3 8 410 57 52 51
Mountain..cecssensoss -4 -2 -4 9 516 +16 +5 6 302 7 63 72
PACITiC s eiaseanaeseresonroncasansnvans -7 oy -4 11 1,646 +2 0 4 259 86 69 88
Wines and spirits’.......................... -3 413 =5 321 83,482 +11 -8 286 124,111 166 147 207
New England..... -11 +25 -7 24 4,049 +13 +13 17 3,627 145 128 178
Middle Atlantic.... -2 +26 ~5 50 24,183 +15 ~7 49 35,951 160 135 224
East North Central. 0 +8 -2 46 12,475 +12 -6 36 17,769 162 144 188
West North Central. +10 +14 +4 46 8,674 + -5 40 11,338 167 i86 204
South Atlantic..... -3 +15 -7 42 12,543 +14] 0 =2 40 19,460 159 136 187
East South Central...... -13 48! ~16 12 1,943 -3] -1o 10 3,858 235] 207 284
West South Central....... PPN -5 +17 -7 45 9,318 43 -6 43 16,198 175 164 221
Mountain..cesencecs PR -8 -4 -5 16 1,675 +2 -1 15 2,118 160 142 157
PACIifiCacsanrsranenionsocnnsssscacnnsnne ~-10 ~12 -12 40 8,622 +13 -23 36 13,792 185 147 213
MisCellaneouS.cssescassasasesonscosaesasosas +3% -19 +39 .25 8,151 -3 -2 16 5,239 88 198 72
x Insufficient data to show separately.
1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, &t cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventor-
ies in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculations for the markup of sdles, vhich varies from irade to trade.
2 fpcludes reporis received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.
3 fThe United States total and totals for some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.
; Not affiliated with voluntary or cooperative groups.

Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-celled "licemse" States whieh do not have State control or monopoly digtri-
bution at the wholesale level.

Note: Percentage changes are computed on an unweighted basls by summarizing all reports received in time for tabulation. Since coverage
varies by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown
may not necessarily represent trends of all wholesalers. They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers submitting
date in each of the periods for which comparisons are made.

. States comprising geographic divisions
New England (Conn., Maine, Mass., N. H., R. I., Vt.) East South Central (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)
Middle Atlantic (N. J., N. Y., Pa.) West South Central (Ark., La., Okla., Tex.}
Eagt North Central (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) South Central ~ East South Central and West South Central-combined.
West North Central (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., N. Dak., S. Dak.) Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., M. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
South Atlantic (Del., D. C., Fla., Ga., Md., N. C., S. C., Va., W. Va.) Pacific (Cslif., Oreg., Wash.)

Inquiries concerning this report should be addressed to: Director, Bureau of the Census, Washington 25, D. C.
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REPORT
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Sales and inventory trends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted
to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by'4,326 wholesale establishments in various kinds.
of business. . ;

SALES .
March 1954 sales of merchant wholesalers increased 11 percent over the previous menth but were down 3 per-
cent below a year ago. First-quarter 1954 sales were 4 percent below the corresponding period of last year.

A1l geographic divisions experienced sales .increases over a month earlier ranging from 7 to 17 percent,
with the Pacific Division noting the largest gain. Compared with a year ago, only the West North Central
Division showed a gain (3%) while all other divisions were down from 2 to 10 percent. The Mountain Division,
which reported the sharpest drop from March 1953, also reflected the largest decline (10%4) below first-quar-
ter 1953 sales.

Of the 37 kinds of business covered in this report, 31 experienced sales gains over the previous month.
Farm supplies wholesalers, up seasonally 47 percent, reflected the principal increase vwhile retailer cooper-
ative grocery warehouses (30%) and commercial refrigeration equipment and parts dealers (29%4) also showed
substantial gains. However, in comparison with sales of a year ago, most trades were below the March 1953
level--the most significant decline (18%) noted by electrical appliances and specialties wholesalers. Of
the nine kinds of business showing gains over last year, commercial refrigeration and parts wholesalers, up
12 percent, reflected the only increase in the durable goods trade. In the grocery group, gains were re-
flected by retailer cooperative warehouses (12%) and voluntary group wholesalers (9%) but full-line grocery
wholesalers showed no change and specialty lines sales dropped 7 percent below March 1953. Seven other non-
durable trades, led by dairy and poultryproducts wholesalers (up 7%) also reported gains over a year ago.
INVENTORIES

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of March were up slightly (1%) during the month
but were 2 percent below inventories of a year ago. Based on reports of 3,349 establishments submitting in-
ventory figures in conjunction with sales data, the March stock-sales ratio of 157 percent was 14 points be-
low that reported for ‘the previous month but was 3 points higher than reported for March 1953,

While most divisions indicated inventories 1 to 6 percent higher than a month earlier, the West North
Central Division reported a 2 percent decline and the Middle Atlantic Division showed no change. However,
compared with stocks on hand' a year ago, seven divisions reflected smaller inventories--ite principal decline
(7%) reported in the Mountain Division. The Middle Atlantic Division reported the only increase (14) while
. the South Atlantic Division showed no change. .

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AMD GEOGRAPHIC DIVISICN

_@ata .are shown hy geographlc division, where. yossihle without d'fsclcsure of ipdividual ogeratmnﬁ

See footnotes at end of table.

’ Sales Inventory, end-of-month {(at cost) Stock-sales ratios!
Gecgraphic division. Percen’ change March 1954 panel . ZﬁigZZT Harch 1954 panel (percent)
and Mar. 1954 {3 mo. | Number of | Reported Mar. 1954 {Number of) Reported :
kind of business from-- 1954 egtab- dollar from-- éstab- dollar Mar.| Mar. | Feb.
. . from lishments| wvalues lishments| values 19541 1953 | 1954
Mar. ; Feb. |3 moé report- | Mar. { Feb. | report-
1953 | 1954 {1953 ing (ada 00D) 1953 1954 ing (add 000)
United States, tatal’.....isiiiirieres 3] s -4 4,326 | $849,223 -2 4 3,349 $1 059,59 [l 157 14| 171
New ENgLandesvessesessonsonsiorssosersnonnaes] =2 70 261 | 38,304 .3l 42 12| 39,350 | 5] 4| 152
Middle Atlantic.. 8 a3l -4 761 | 162,383 <41 s s60] 163,010 §| 136] 1291 156
- East North Central....ecsiceccsssesenessnsane -3 +8 =1 838 | 158,446 =30 #1 6821 188,968 w2l 140 152
West NOrth Centralesssssescsserrooensrvsesane] 43 +13] .41 511 | 116,828 w2l -2 410} 164,183 § 169 277 189
South ALIANEICaesresserens -3 +8 -5 5451 o4,400 | . of 4L a7 134,215 | 172] 164 | 185
East South Central.. 4 +11 -7 © 212 36,003 b +3. 161]. . 49,7356 174 172 18e
Weet South Central. . -2 +7 -5 404 74,644 LA +3 308 110,152 183 185 189
Mountain,.s.ese .} -10 +141 . =10, 179 28,068 -7 +3 1501 : 40,566 168 162 185
PACITIC eunresescsnssnns g7 17 -8 s62 | 114,508 -6} 46 z16] 129,211 | 1581 153 1
Automotive supplies..c.cc... eresesreasanay S -2 -3 -6 3551 16,463 -8 +3 245 41,310 319 343 301
~h +23 -6, 21 701 -17 0 10 1,478 285 3481 . 370
=14 =3 -12 54 933 +1 +1 48 2,764 363 300 336
-9 -2 -9 72 3,252 -6 +1 - 67 9,809 31 302 304
+10 -3 -2 63 3,669 -12 +5 30 7,637 329 434 325
South Atlantic....., s} -11 -6 21 2,533 -9 45 19 7,789 312 343 264
West Sonth Gentral. -2 19 -6 12 1,520 -1 49 10 5,673 || 384 428 285
Mountaine.csvemsns . 7 +34 +2 23" 577 =1 S+ 19 1,293 324 367 377
PacifiCesrncvsverseansanen -9 +4] =9 85. 2,676 4| -3, 38 3,255 266 243 320
Elecirical group, 10bal.iieserescassmanaasnre -8 +6 -5 732 154,225 - +4 649 225,117 4§ 154 151 158
=7 +7 4 4751 123,812 =6 +5 465 189,152 154 152 137
-8 -3 ‘-1 33 6,979 -5 +1 33 10,951, 157 152 151
-5 101 -4 64| 19,898 -5 42 61 26,935l 137 137 149
East North Central. P ~10 +1 -5 28 27,106 -2 +6 96 431,072 153 141 145
West Norih Central.... +3 +9 43 48 11,195 -15 i8] 48 15,777 141 172 153
South Atlantic,.vses. -6 +2 +1 71 17,580 #+1 +4 69 30,907 180 166 177
East South Central... -6 +10 -9 29 6,260 -2 +5 28 10,610 173 167 184
West South Central......... -5 +6| -3 49 12,077 ~6 +8 49 21,322 178 180 175
Mounbain.seseescenrsanues -8 +11 -6 21 4,668 -5 9 21 6,734 144 140 147
PacifiCecveassrocrsnsceacensns -13 +18 -8 62 18,049 =15 +7 61 24,644 138 143 152
Wiring supplies, construction materials .
distributors. raen . -5 *7 4 129 11,055 -3 0 94 12,753 151 153 168
New fngland... . -2 w7 =3 13 T 688 0 +1 5 221 118 151 151
Middle Atlantie.. o -1 +13 -3 28 1,140 + +1 20 1 ,829 199 195 229
Eagt North Central..csevses s +1 +12 +1 35 4,065 -8 +1 29 4,841 148 158 172
West North Centralescsscocsnnnnas .e +2 +12 +1 9 1,043 ~5 -2 1 1,064 192 209 241
South AtLantic..ecesevsanressssnsecsenaas| =17 ~4 -9 19 1,842 ~5 ~h 15 1,866 113 97 112
South Central......e.. ' -8 +9 -6 14 1,478 -8 +3 i1 1,823 155 165 179
MOUNtain. cvessens caen| =20 -2 -18 6 351 () 1 (=) (x}) (x) (x) (x) {x)
PacifiCeucrecrroesecrcrsissmransenansnnen A -6 -3 5 448 =t - 4 796 {1* 178" 184 183
Appliances and specialties wholesalers.....| -18 +2 -13 108 19,358 ~12 +2 89 23,212 155 144 158
New England.... . -16 -6 -6 3 1,943 -22 +6 1L 1,798 106 11 92
Middle Atldntic... . -19 =2 ~13 23 6,601 -3 +1 17 5,410 150 124 149
East North Central.. .. -7 +7 -9 14 2,740 -5 0 9 3,407 1€4 160 190
West North Central.. .. ~& +16 -3 1 1,64L ~7 +4 11 2,251 137 138 153
South Atlantie.... . ~-13 +1 ~13 16 1,74 +35 +6 16 3,128 182 151 174
Bouth Central... =27 -5 -19 1 1,512 19 -2 9 2,681 183 163 177
Mountaine cecevones . =37 -6 -22 9 1,422 ~29] -2 8 2,116 184 170 175
PaCifiCeeserresnrssnrissrsonnnasnasnsnees]| =17 +26 -23 11 1,784 -26 +8 8 2,421 154 163 176
Furniture and house furnishings..eersereccaass -9 +21 -12 85 15,319 -11 +3 68 24,901 184 186 219
Hew England..... tersesacssmesnaeyrrarnans] 2 +23 A 6 923 =1 +3 5 T1,347 155 155 181
Middle Atlantic..ioinpeassornirnsvessoss -6 +17 -3 14 2,475 ~10 -1’ 10 3,621 199 202 250
East North Centrel.., . -9 +30 -8 9 2,037 =7 + 8 3,916 207 206 259
West North Central... -10 +15 -8 13 2,018 ~14 +3 13 4,355 216 227 241
South AtlantiC...es. -9 +18]  -13 12 991 (x) {(x) (x) (x) {x) (x) {(x)
Vest Seuth Gentral. =24 +5 -22 12 1,826 -11 +7 12 3,694 202 175 199
Mountainecsesares +2 +28 -1 "9 2,797 -15 + 9 4,544 162 195 20C
PaCifiCesssessesisos -15 434 19 7 2,010 -8 42 5 2,068 | 115] 107] 157
Hardwar€. cveassssssnscnassnns -8 . 320 -9 156 59,410 -2 =3 130 137,934 263 247 323
Middle Atiantic.. . ~8 +38 =11 30 8,084 +18 o 24 17,074 243 188 324
East North Central........ ~3 +15 6 30 12,307 e +3 29 28,401 237 240 265
West North Central..seeeces -3 +18 =5 19 10 ,662 =5 -16 19 30,844 289 295 408
South At1antiCeesvereresssssorasssseaneas] =13 +13 ~13 20 45133 ~2 -1 16 10,589 300 261 342
East South Cenbtral..cecescsororsrescnsaas ~12 ] -2 10 4,016 -2 +6 8 9,218 260 ; 232 254
Hest South Central.csecrecercsosnsen -3 +10 =3 18 5,203 +2 Q 12 9,074 284 267 304
Mountaine.s.eeeneee eseaasensan =33 +45 -22 7 2,102 -15 +3 4 2,895 290 193 44
Pacific.. [ TR P R -9 +27 <13 i9 12,607 -6 -1 15 29,168 262 254 336
Industrial supplieS..scecesscavsrens -8 +11 -8 150 21 304 0 +1 126 39,474 211 193 234
New Englendscesncssassioe +2 +17 -3 151 1,730 -3 43 13 3,634 235 243 274
Middle Atlantic.cscaesae . -6 +11 =10 28 3,318 +2 +1 22 5,813 196 180 218
Fast North Centralicecorssessess B TS +14 -14 24 5,142 +6 +1 22 8,766 180 143 203
West North Central...e.ceves 0 +11 -8 16 1,910 4] +2 15 3,243 175 183 188
South Atlantic.... ~10 - 46 -7 1 21 1,855 +3] 41 18 4,573 264 228 276
East South Centraliseevsess w3 +14 -7 8 1,827 il +2 8 4,856 266 263 296
- West South Central.. -6 6] =2 28 4,458 -3 0 12 6,250 216 210 242
PRCifiCiscebivccssrerseararesssssarsonnian -8 +9 ~12 10 1,064 +2 -2 i 2,339 220 198 244
Jewelryesvarcecan =15 +20 -13 117 5,047 =11 +1 70 11,055 291 283 354
New ENGland.e.eesescesvessosns T 318 3 7 361] (k) | (x) ) (x) x) | (x) (x)
Middle AL1RTEIC, sersvsssosssanoosaassevss] 13 +23 -13 39 1,930 -22 +2 .20 3,041 268 305 350
East North Centralesessesveseccsssrsaseses] =20 +23 =18 31 1,335 -8 -2 20 3,458 283 256 356
West North Central... -8 +16 =3 12 696 -3 ~4 10 , 2,040 298 282 360
Scuth Atlantic. -19 ). -12 6. 2300 (x) {{x) (x) (x} (x) | (x) (x)
South Central.. <10 | - # ~10 5 143 +2 +2 . A 538 390 351 395
PaCifiC.evsisciossnessvavsvnssaasossrnces ) 2L +18 -15° 14 339 =121 +15 9 1,223 420 388 451
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Inventory, end-of~month (at cost)

Percent change

Stock-sales ratios!

See footnotes at end of table.

March 1954 panel ‘Percent " March 1954 panel {percent)
Geographle ddiv:.sion Mer. 1954 |3 m0- | Number of] Reported M::ﬂn%gé ;, |Number of | Reported
st ron 1954 | estab- | aollar pliinlg estab- { dollar
kind of business rom-= 1 from Lishments| values - lishments | values Pil;; Mar. | Feb.
Mar. | Feb, |3 mo report- Mar. | Feb. report- H | 1953 | 1954
1953 | 1954 11953 ing (add 000) 18531 1954 ing (add 000)

Lumber and building meterialS....ceea. cerees 4] +24 -8 79 $13,705 -2 +5 601 $14,276 136 1401 162
Middle AtlantiCacevesesrconecae cavesnes +13 +28 +6 16 3,216 +29 +16 10 1,707 NG r 75
Easi North Central.ceesecessscecsescerases -1 +30} ~10 12 1,892 43| w1 9 1,732 108 107 142
West North Central... +1g +123 -é 1Z 1 7/i§ +1§ . +23 116 N As'gi :Eg :{gg éég
South Atlantic......ees +. - 2 - i 1
South Central... Y A -6 4 "agell (x) | (x) @ | o =) | &x) )
Mountainieseesas -2 +36 ~13 7 2,273 -10 +5 6 3,312 155 1721 200
PaCifiCiveeicrsnosoassonae -19 +23 ~-23 7 1,180 +14 +7 6 2,241 193 136 222

Machinery equipment, supplies (except ) . R

eLeCtTiCB1)urrrsvocvncrrronevossrornonssnns -3 ;’: —-13 52 8,2315 -g +§ 32 16,222 535 gég ga
+: P - -

Middle Atlantic..,. -20 +15 17 10 1,270 -2 -1 7 1,861 159 129| 187

East North Central. ~7 +§ +3 1; 2,%‘; -% 4% 8 3 ,96; 250 229 287

South Atlantic..... =11 +31, -7 =24 7. .2, 24¢ 307 286 315

South Central...... ~14 -13 -13 6 1,327 +31. +h 5 4:48’7 343 2851 283

PeCifiC,vesaesnnenn -23] +29| -28 7 1,039) -12 +3 5 2,042 24| 252| 286

Metals...........‘........................... -16 +17 -17 47 14,971 + 0 42 26,615 181 1481 213

Paints and vernisheS..iscecvicssatcacesennss =31 #4104 -4 A48 5,766 +5 0. 44 16,749 297 2671 325

Plumbing and heating supplies....veescecnsan -5 +i’{ —1'17.' 132 ‘15,23221 T ;6 T -;2 . )114 (2?,887 ; ?15 ; ?17 T '3’47
Hew Englandessscseceveccsannssones .. -2 +: - o % x X X {x X X
Middle Atlantic,... [ ~10 +27 ~15 30 2,194 -4 +1 23 3,720 197 186 254
East North Central.... ~5 +13 ~6 16 1,295 +2 +3 14 3,122 279 2571 302
Vegt North Central.... +2 +7 +2 16 1,386 =11 +6 14 3,439 267 276 269
South Atlantic...cvesna. . -5 +17 -10 39 7,138 ~7 +1 39 13,897 195 199] 226
Fast South Central...ccvseescessesncsssass -9 +21 ~22 10 1,503 -12_’ +3 9 3,003 203 208] 237

Refrigeration equipment, parts (commereial}. +12 +29 19 75 2;275 +6 +6 64 4,404 262 259 '308
Middle AtlantiCeiieecensceascasroasorensans +6 +30 +13 14 727 =10 -2 11 967 193 207] 264
Fast North Central... sreestesvasansa +14 +14 +12 16 281 +28 +12 13 769 356 3231 364
VWest North Central...... CrivEssetrenne +35 +28 ~5 5 158 =5 +20 5 395 250 356 267
South Atlanticseeivsssscssenssssncensssaens -2 +20 4] 24 561 +10 +5 24 1,642 293 261 335
Pacific....c... asegerurvessetesaravaraoars +69 +53 +23 @ 230 +7 o H 7 263 302 - 378] 332

Surgical, medical equipment, SUppPlieS....... - +9 -1 34 5,415 -4 +6 27 6,281 17} 149 153

T T ~1) 418 -5 36 1,488 -2 +31 32 777 57 58] 66
Middle Atlantie.. . +6 +27 -3 9 426 -6 +11 8 126 30 34 34
East North Central. -1 +11 0 9 314 ~14 ~8 8 150 52 60 62
South Atlantic,.... P -7 +11 -12 4 3251 (x) {x) (%} (x) (=) (x)  {(x)
PaCifiC i avisiiinsennnrennsasnescnnssonanns +3 +25 ~4 8 304 o +¥ B 215 71 73 87

Chemicals, industrial......... ersvssssrvensas -3 <11 -6 17 2,607 +3 +2 12 1,749 78 64 66

Clothing and furnishings (except shoes)..... -11 -1 -8 13 3,283 -3 =13 10 4,107 165 156 189

£08Lletasanrnsssssveauissresessacnssnanssanae =51 +7 -2 20 3,717 -26 ~14 18 2,370 6§ 85 83.

Confectlonery... reesereeraeaies seanas crense +2 415} —g 42 l,i«ég -% +4 2-’; 822 102 12’7 i]ég
Middle Atlantic....sievsnvas 0 +22 -2 -~ -7 2 S7 7
East North Central,.,. +12] #1 +2 4 110§ (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) 1) Hx)
South Atlantic...... +2 +16 -4 10 235 -13 +19 6 166 101 12.2 9g
East South Central. -4 +7 -3 9 192 ~29 ~13 5 20 43 5.
West South Central.sessevecsvinseseonsense 0 +8. -1 4 e (x). | (x) (x) {x) {x) (x) |(x)

Dairy and poultry productS........ EETTRTRre, +7 +20 +5 26 8,567 +24 -7 20 2,140 27 23 35

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)..sssses +4{ 413 -5 203 69,3591 (4) (4, (4) {4) (4) () 1)
New EnglanGeeecesesccssesvesssqtpssnsosase +8 +16 [¢] 11 2,864 j
Middle Atlantie..,, tressseanrasaanens 4] +12 -6 23 11,339
East North Central. 9] 412 -2 29 12,339
West North Central,, +6 +14 -5 19 6,812
South AtlantiCe.,ss. 48 414 -6 29 8,216
East South Central.. -2 +15 -9 18 4,142
West South Central, +6 +11 -7 32 8,609
Mountain.. +1 +13 -10 13 2,361
PacifiC,eennaceasnesnccssnrsnnesaqnasinene +2 +16 -4 27 12,677) (4) | (4) (4) (4) . (&) | (&) (4)

Dry g008S.sseeeratsrrsassnorsssesenvscennsan =3 +14 =7 151 40,362 -1 +1 124 68,548 206 203 229

. New England...... -3 +38] 11 [ 648 ~10]7 T +11 6 1,064 164 176] 204
Middle Atlantici. -3 +21 -11 45 7,050 [s] -1 32 7,615 224 2171 282
East North Central. -5 +13 -8 12 4,394 =11 -3 12 6,029 137 1461 161
West North Central.... R +1 +10 -4 v 15:102 +4 +2 16 33:306 221 2163 239
South Atlantic..... areeras -13 +10 =12 20 3,732 =1 +3 16 7,861 218 1921 233
East South Central. - ~h, +15 ~7 14 1,514 -2 ~2 S 3,016 260 254] 309
West South Central. FRSAN -5 +9 -6 14 2: 552 ~13 +2 14 4;306 169 185 181
Mountain, . eses ~11 +5 -2 5 418 -9 +5 5 1,337 320 3131 321
Pacific...... S e +1 +17 -8 18 4,952 -5 +1 14 4:014 197 208 221

Farm SUPPLiS.sesecasssscersassrsossarcnoens 11 w7y - -.+6 22 10,707 +16 4 12 2,694 53 56 65

Fresh fruits and vegetable®. =11 48 -7 64 . 5,484 ~8 -2 41 912 30 27 34

. New Englend.saevasnvcaes =3 +25 -7 7 289 -4 4 & 51 27 28 38
Middle Atlantic,... =3 +5 -6 19- 1,389 -5 +3 10 36 8 7 9
East North Central...... «25 +6 -12 14 1,402 -28 +18 7 46 14 10 14
West North Central...... -1 +36 -8 7 591 ~11] = -3 7 .22 36 40 500
SOUth ATLATEIC 4 eiaayransnsee -18 -2] .1 5 2690 (x) | () - (x) (x) (x) I () {x)
East South Central...... -1} 412 ~5 4 2741 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) J(x)
PacifiCsisnsiseseernosnnsvasnsrsnennnonne -8 +7 -2 4 10128 (x) {x) (x) (x) (x} (x) (=)
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E)ata are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]
. N T; 3 ~0f-1 ’
Sgles nventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales ratiost
Geographic division ’ Percent thange ___March 1954 panel E;:izgt March 1854 panel (percent)
and i B R0y
Mar. 1954 3 mo.| Number of | Reported Mar. 1954 |Humber of {Reported
kind of Dbusiness from-- 1954 esteb- dollar from-— estab- dollar .
" from,{ lishments| wvalues lishments | values ars Mar; Feb.
Mar. | Feb.- [ 3 1o, report- Mar. | Feb. | report- 1954 | 1953 1934
1 5. i
1 95;3 1954 1 1953 _ing (add_000) 1953 | 1954 ing (add 000)
Groceries, total.voeeesasa sessendl -1-4. 112 A 834 $152,916 . +2 667 | $142,071 [ 124 124 135
Nonaffiliated full-line whqlesalers5 PP Q 1 -3 552 58,050 0 +1 461 60,466 129 128f 141
New-England..e.cveenen g +h 0 +1 6 1,172 +6 +12 5 2,318 211 2091 187
Middie Atlantic....ens +8 +11 +5 18 3,208 +14 | -4 a1 2,748 145 1371 169
East North Central...... +3 +16 #1 136 11,251 +1 -3 . 129 12,129 119 121 141
West North Central...... +3 +16 -3 58 6,337 -1 +2 45 6,139 125 129} 142
South Atlanticeceeeravesacrsases 0 +11 =3 66 8,558 +3 0 Erd 7,786 139 1337 1353
- Bast South Centralescsaretoves +3 +14 -2 39 4,783 -9 -6 31 4,308 114 130! 139
+1 +9 ~4 99 13,821 ~1 +1 76 13,360 127 131] 136
i -12 +12 =12 23 2,161 -8 0 23 3,349 155 148 175
PaCifiC.nesseessenionsesaconrassasaseans <10 +7{ -10 107 6,759 ~1 +16 104 7,329 118 105} 108
Voluntary-group Wholesalers:..eeveesaasess +9 16 10 134 63,8440 - +8 +2 136 58,745 123 1244 123
e +11 -7 +16 10 4,004 [¢] +1 7 2,009 117 1271 127
Middle Atlanti s +6 45 +14 32 12,615 +7 -2 22 8,082 1z 121} 142
East North Central . +14 C 45 +10 - 42 11,282 +12 +1 30 9,943 109 113 112
West Worth Central . +15 +9 +15 59 22,469 +0 +4 59 27,659 123 128 130
South Atlantic.... .es +6 +11 +4 12 3,062 43 ~3 <] 1,742 111 120 135
Pacificisseoes e Pesrvaanne -2 +% | =2 23 5,791 +9 +8 & 3,006 140 118; 139
Retailer~cooperative warehouseSiveseessves +12 +30 +10 17 13,505} . +6 +6 11 6,512 89 01| 108
Specilalty lines wholesalersS....eccserssans -7 +24 0 81 17,517 +1 +7 - - 59 16,348 131 1191 145
Middle AtlantiCiessessessvcess -5 +17 A4 16 4,661 +8 ~1% g 2,910 122 106} 140
East North Gentral..cioasessves -3 +13 2| - 8 886 +10 +4 6 373 66 75 76
South Atlanticisssersnerovertioienecasnas +5 +33 0 . i3 2,011 +7 =3 9] - 1,766 97 95| 134
East South Central.. +61 41 -1 4 2454 (x) (x} {x} (x) (x) (x) {(x)
West South Central.. -3 +18 -3 4 205} (x) (=) (x) () {x) (x) =)
PaCifiCiaicrnensecisesrsesersarnsnsnnans ~12 +30 by 26 7,608 ~4 +18 22 9,498 165 143] 178
ILeather and shoe findingS.escsesecscssescasn i =3 +20 ~7 25 443 -6 -1 12 982 442 442] 587
Middle Atlantic.c.e.. . -9 432 ~14 6 41 (x) (x) {x) (x) {x) (x} 1{x)
West North Central . -12 +18 -7 4 1 46| .(x) {x) (x) (x} () (x) jx)
PUCITIC e vsvercrasnasnsasonsasaneninnese +2 +12 - 6 o 208]] (x) {x) o (%) {x) (x) (x) {x}
Meats and meat ProductS...ceieacencsssceenss -2 +10° -1 38 7,799 2 +i1 33 6,868 43 45 43
. -9 +5 b - 10 © 3,329 =5 +12 10 2,003 60 57 56
East North Central..... . +5 +17 +3 12 6,634 -3 +19 10 2,417 4G 43 3¢
South Centraliisieas. PRYTS +6 +10 +9 T 4 3,571 -8 o 4 1,291 36 41 40}
PacifiC.icecivesvescnasionsnoesarsesrnns ~15 +2 =15 5 © 3,314 +25 +11 4 856 38 29 37
Paper and it PrOAUCHS.eesiicessnasvosranans =) #7 +2 53 8,942 44 -1 33 7,665 126 21| 133
New Englandesscssesss “ss i +4 +4 +8 6 340 + +L F 383 139 207 191
Middle Atlantic..... B -3 +7 -2 12 2,483 -4 -2 7 1,160 78 81 82
East North Central... . -2 +8 +4 16 3,602 +5 +2 10 2,885 97 Q2| 102
South Atlanticesssass . +7 +15 +3. 5 - 800|| {x) (x) (x) (x) A (x) {x; ]{x)
West South Central..... . +9 +10 +6 4 322l (x) (%) {x) (x) (x) {(x) %)
Pacific.ccescancaes . -2 -2 0 6 1,037 -2 -5 5 1,947 249 245 246
PEtTOLOMMe s v s s v assnsnonsrnnnasreensannnens «l* of 5| - 28 6,700 -i9| -13 28 4,062 61 76l 70
Shoes and other fOOtWEAT eesseenrcsosaravees -2 -2 +1 . 35° 23,992 +1L -81 - - 32 29,213 124 110 132
TODACCO PrOGUCESesescsensvassrossssarssninns +4 ) +13 -1 259 40,371 =7 b 156 16,335 61 68 7L
New England..ceacvesssenose . +3 +35 -3 26 2,571 +14 +3 8 451 69 63 63
Middle Atlanticescescovaes . +5 +15 o 7 13,967 15 -1 - 36 7,351 a7 83 77
East North Central. . +6 +14 -1 62 8,420 -2 -6 37 2,768 55 60 66
West North Central. . 0 +7 -2 39 4,835 +8 +1 33 2,463 59 55 63
South Atlantic..... H +4 +15 -3 22 4,940 -10 -19 .17 2,236 54 61 76
East South Central.se-se.. ol -2 6, -3 X 12 1,288 +7 +5 3 632 62 36 61
West South Central..svveeves . +1 +15 -4 23 1,897 +5 +5 7 380 47 48 52
Mountain.isecssse . +6 +12 ~1 7 431 +11 —6 5 239 62 61 75
PacifiCececcocaivacsns . +13 +23 +2 14 2,022 +8 +2 5 295 66 65 73
Wines and spirits®..cereersacssosiinevesanae =3{ #21}{ -5 s 327 102,286 +5 +1 2541 107,569 136 1231 159
New Englandeeseaces ~14 +20 ~10 23 . 4,889 -7 =21 .15 2,775 114 105 137
Middle Atlantic.... ~3 +15 -4 56 |- .29,029 +7 -3 (A9 33,249 133 118 158
East North Ceniral.... +2 +12 e} 44 14,059 -1 -7} .32 13,048 117 118) 142
West North Central...... +2 +11 +3 40 7,527 +3 +9 29 6,401 145 145] 144
South Atlantic...eeevsosenrans +1 +13 b 48 15,702 +15 -1 41 18,492 137 118f 156
East South Central. -5 +18 =12 | 12 2,285 +2 +9 9 4,047 | 214 201 232
West South Central. ~1 +% | -5t T43 9,920 +2 +2 34 14,102 161 156] 165
Mountain.ceeeecoasees e +14 whh 15 2,067 431} +15 . 13 2,403 150 108] 148
PACifiC.iacsesiorvavonsseriedsninnsionnss ~10 +91 -11 46 16,828 +2 +19 32 13,052 124 106] 189
MiSCELIANEOUS vt erssovnnnsnnnesnrseansarane| =37] =31 +7 29 T 5,829l -21 -4 a8 5,277 § 16| 03] 92

Insufficient data ‘o show separmtely. . .

Stock-sales ratios.are percentages deriveéd by dividing stocks, at cost, by totsl sales for an identical group of firs reporting inventor-
ies in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculations for the markup of ‘sales, which varies from tradé te trade,
Includes reports received toco late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.

The United States total and totals for some trades include & number of establishments not sssigned to a geographic division.

Data withheld because of incomplete reporting of inventories at time of publication. These data will be included ‘with the April 1954 bul-
letin. : !

Not affiliated with voluatary or cooperative groups. -

Based on reporis submitted by wholesalers located in the sp-called "license" States which do not have State control or monopoly distribu-

tion at the wholesale level.:.

Note: Percentage changes are computed on an unweighted basis by summarizing all reperis received in time for ‘tabulation. &ince coverage
varies by kind of business and geographic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown
may mot necessarily represent -trends of all wholesalers. - They do reflect, however, -the experience of those wholesalers. submitting
data in each of the periods for which comparisons asre made. .

States .comprising geographic divisions . .

- East South Central {Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)

B

FERE Y

o

New England (Corm., Maine, Mess., N. H., R. I., Vt.) .
Middle Atlantic (M. J., N. Y., Pa.) - West South Central (Ark., La., Okla., Tex.)

East North Central, EIll., Ind., Mich., Ohio, \iis.). South Central - East South Central and West South Central combiged.
West North Central (Iowa, Kens.), Minn., Mo,, Nebr., N. Dak.. S. Dak) Mountain (Ariz., Cclo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, o)
South Atlantie (Del., D. C., Fla., Ga., Md., N. C., S, C., Va., W. Va.) Pacific (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Sales and inventory trends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted

to the Bureau of the Census from all parts of the country by 4,364 wholesale establishments in various kinds
of business. -

SALES

April 1954 sales of merchant wholesalers dropped 5 percent below the previous month and were also down
5 percent from a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first four months of 1954 were 4 percent below the cor-
responding period of last year. ’

A1l geographic divisions veflected sales declines from a month earlier as well as below April a year
ago. The West North Central Division mnoted the principal decline (8%) from the previous month, while two
divisicns--the East North Central snd Mountain--indicated the sharpest drop (8%) below year-ago sales.

Of the 37 kinds of business covered in this report, 24 indicated sales below the previous month. Coal
wholesalers, down seasonally 28 percent, showed the most substantial decline. Industrial chemical wholesalers,
up 23 percent, led the +ten trades reflecting sales gains. In comparison with April sales a year ago, most
trades reflected declines. Of the seven kinds of business showing gains over April 1953, commercial refriger—
ation equipment and parts wholesalers (up 18%) and farm supplies dealers (up 21%) reported the principal gains.
in the grocery group, nonaffiliated full-line grocery wholesalers were down 2 percent from last year but all
other types of grocery wholesalers (voluntary group, retailer-cooperative, and specialty 1lines) experienced
gaing of 10 to 13 percent. However, all grocery wholesalers reported sales below the previous month.

INVENTORIES

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of April showed no change during the month but
were down 4 percent from stocks on hand April 30, 1953, Based on reports of 3,429 establishmenis submitting
inventory figurés in conjunction with sales data, the April stock-sales ratio of 16% percent was 9 points
above the previous month and 2 points higher than reported for April 1953,

By geographic division, there were only minor changes in inventories from the previous month. However,
compared with a year ago, there was greater variation. . While the Middle Atlantic Divislon showed an increase
(2%) over stocks on hapd last April 30, all other divisions reported declines, with the Mountain Division
showing the sharpest drop (9%).

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—TRENDS IN SALES AND IHVEMTORIES
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WHOLESALERS® -SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

APRIL 1954
Data_are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individusl operationg]
) Sales Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) foy oo _oaon sossoel
Percent change April 1954 panel - Percent April 1954 penel (percent)
Apr. 1954 | 4 mo . change,
Geographic division £ O 1954' Number of | Reported Apry 1954 | Number of | Reported
and Trom egtab~ dollar from— estab- dollar & A
kind of business 4 Lishment values ligtments) values 119,1‘511 11;2:; Ma;
Apr. | Mar. 1;;;5 report- |} Apr.- | Mar. report- 9
R 1953 1 1954 v _ing (add 000) || 1953 | 1954 ing |(add 000)
TUnited States, t0%81%ceivsnassnrcsssan -5 -5 b 4,364 | $802,602 i o 3,429 181,127,246 167 165 158
New Englandecevsssrassssacssncsacassnssossssas ~1 -4 -1 262 36,966 -1 +1 186 43,452 157 156 147
Middle Atlantic..... -6 -4 -4 741 154,329 +2 +1 559 174,436 144 132 139
East North Central -8 =7 =3 835 147,199 4 -1 684 193,605 151 143 142
West North Central.. ~1 -8 +1 559 108,643 =7 -2 428 165,658 178 188 170
South Atlantic.seees =5 -4 | -5 540 89,081 -4 -1 435 139,154 178 175 172
svevsseensaene -6 -3 -6 209 34,489 b -2 166 53,210 180 175 178
West South Centralecssessevssssrsonssasassss -3 -2 -5 402 73,963 -5 -1 322 118,373 188 191 184
-8 -2 -9 184 27,177 =9 -2 155 41,066 174 176 170
e -7 =7 579 108,842 -7 o 441 148,358 71 177 159
. -3
=15 +3 -9 AQT 18,065 =38 o] 253 42,171 315 422 316
-3 - 42 -5 20 714 ~20 +1 9 1,488 290 363 285
-18 +6 =k | 50 939 o 0 44 2,662 344 285 375
“12 42| 10 77 3,501 6| 45 &7 10,186 307| 285) 297
¥ +9 -61 106 4,616 ~16 -1 33 7,490 329 316 338
South Atlantic.eesesse -26 4| -12 22 2,522 «201 . =3 20 7,765 311 286 308
. Fast South Central... -29 ~9 =10 & 546 -18 c 4 1,605 294 256 268
West South Central..u.s. ~14 +5 -8 13 1,839 -18 -2 12 5,988 330 345 354
-6 -1 4] 23 574 -2 0 19 1,299 344 338 324
-12 +2 =10 92 2,824 -6 -2 45 3,688 293 257 290
Electrical group, tot@lesseccaesvosnnscvassas =11 -8 . =7 707 141,032 =10 41 640 224,425 171 168 154
Full-line wholesdlerfsssssseassenessoncose =12 =9 =6 474 112,426 =10 +1 466 190,154 171 168 154
New Englandeeeasesee ose -5 -2 -2 33 6,809 -9 +1 33 11,012 162 170 157
Middle Atlenticecescsenenvens e ~16 -19 =7 &7 16,146 ~13. -2 64 26,651 169 163 138
Eagt North Central.ccicsescsscacersscnes -13 -7 ~7 94 24,796 -3 +2 92 40,784 166 149 152
West North Centralescaccavessssnsnssnene ~13 -16 -1 48 9,405 ~15 +3 48 16,267 173 177 141
South. Atlantics..... teoersuserane -8 4 -1 72 16,793 -9 -2 70 30,381 185 189 180
East South Central.... tevssssverenn -18 -5 =11 28 5,838 -9 =5 28 10,107 173 155 173
West South Central.seecss srevesssnes -7 -3 ~4 49 11,698 -9 +7 49 22,939 196 200 178
Mountain..resvasrsonesens vrsesens ~12 ~10 -8 21 4,189 ~10 0 21 6,717 160 157 144
PacifiCeesrensssessevareosievecescsceanss ~11 -7 -9 62 16,752 =16 +3 61 25,296 152 162 138
Wiring supplies, construction materials .
A1stributor8esesssnensonaneasvaneossernes =8 g =5 121 10,018 -2 42 43 11,240 160 147 150
- =9 +7- wde 12 645 +20 1 411 4 T 146 134 154 128
+2 +3 -2 27 1,219 0 +1 18 1,733 183 181 187
Fast North Centrali.... -8 -8 -1 32 3,423 +1 +7 26 4,398 162 149 140
West North Centraliescess +11 +11 +3 6 205 +23 +6 4 717 227 174 206
South AtlantiCeeeisvevans -26 1 =14 17 1,695 =7 =1 13 1,717 120 92 110
+3 +21 b 12 © 1,210 =16 -G 8 1,195 163 199 200
17 +4 -18 6 366 || (x)  |(x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PacifiCecnesncnssoscacrscrercvvnvensocns T4l -4 -2 9 555 +10 o 1 1,020 184 208 177
Appliances and specialties wholesalers.... =9 -7 -12 112 18,588 =11 +L 91 23,031 174 175 159
New Englandecosuvsevescsssenscnnssccaces -8 =14 -6 14 1,720 -3 ] +18 12 2,224 152 136 107
Middle Atlantic..e.. secesevsarssens ~14 -5 ~14 23 6,099 0 -5 .16 5,098 151 135 157
Fast North Central.icsesicevseessnsnosene +9 -6 -5 18 2,537 +11 +6 13 3,593 197 179 164
Weat North Centraliseecsvecssessarosnases -2 -16 -3 12 2,229 -4 -1 10 2,133 201 210 156
South Atlantic...s -8 43 ~11 16 1,760 -3 +3 16 3,214 183 173 182
South Centralecesessesonvs -2 4 -20 10 1,046 «~19 +7 8 2,381 238 223 215
Mountain.eecensrcsasnenoas =22’ -5 -22 | 9 1,563 -36 =5 8 2,061 167 206 156
PaciflCeessonvecenssnnrass -2 4 -18 10 1,634 =31 b 8 2,327 157 215 154
Furniture and house furpishingSe.eessesesves =7 4] ~11 82 15,239 w12 -1 66 24,666 181 192 185
Middle Atlanticeiceassassinaas +3 -4 -2 14 2,510 =11 -1 11|+ 4,040 202 226 194
East North Central. -12 + -9 9 2,123 ~15 -8 8 3,593 184 192 207
West North Central. -12 +7 -8 i3 2,168 “wld -2 13 4,289 198 203 216
South Atlantde..... -8 -1 -1 12 Tegsi(x) =) (x) (x) x) ) 1 (=)
West South Central. -12 +3 =19 12 1,887 ~-131 .3 12 3,577 190 193 202
Mountainevesessesse =9 +3 -1l 6 966 -8 =1 5 1,847 208 210 212
PacifiCessessnrsssecnesvensssosvanennnon =3 -4 14 11 3,‘753 ~13 +6 9 5,023 141 159 128
HOTAWATC o eusrasarssaspsubssssaossersovrosae -8 0 =9 174 60,818 -7 -2 146 140,348 263 257 268
Middle AtlantiCescesesveny ~10 +2 ~10 36 8,905 -5 i 28| 18,333 236 224 249
=11 -2 =7 33 12,508 =10 ~3 ., 32 28,720 236 233 238
-9 -1 -6 22 110,350 -6 ~5 22 29,512 285 276 294
_ South Atlanbicieeraesinne =3 +#111 - 13, 19 4,39 «3 -4 15 9,903 266 264 307
East South Central...... -5 +5 -8 i3 4,286 -2 ~3 11 9,153 2460 231 262
West South Central... =2 +5 =3 19 5,446 <51 =3 3 8,775 264 274 284
Mountaineieserecasss -3 +6 117 8 2,348 -9 +h ‘5 3,584 320 352 308
PacifiCecetcsasvanosraanssonssncersvevees i =1l -6 -12 21 12,402 =91, 42 w7 31,843 2390 283 268
Industrial supplieS...cass rerversane -15 =5 ~10 138 18,142 0 =1 109 33,839 226 187 212
New England.csesses PTN by -2 -3 16 1,789 +4 +4 13 3,793 - 244 229 235
Middle Atlanticesvesnens sesevason =15 -5 =11 24 2,249 +4 4] 18 3,816 203 161 190
East North Centralis.seva. wesnes =25 =12 -17 22 4,130 +#11 -2 19 7,464 200 142 176
West North Central....e. esed =T 12 ~11 1 (1,219 +6 =5 10 1,928 182 167 166
South Atlantic... o -13- by -8 19 1,612 -6 -7 16 3,837 253 232 | 262
Fast South Central.ecesccercsnes . =17 -5 =10 8 1,508 -1 +1. 7 4,572 313 263 296
Weat South Centralessrssssesress N -7 +4 ~3 28 4,616 +1 +2 16 6,168 225 190 215
PacifiCieecsscncnasrsasacssssanssnecsvena -17 4 ~13 10 1,019 -7 -3 10 2,261 222 199 218
JeweltYeesssrcoersosrensrnransasovsvonaneas b =151 201 33 117 4,578 =91 -4 661 10,384 2 9
New Englandeeseeess . 13 = -6 8 M4 ||[x) jx) (x) (x) - x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic..evess =17 ~13 141 35 1,544 X711 -5 19 2,803 314 293 273
East North Centrals.seveeces -19 -17 ~19 30 1,151 -8 -3 18 3,406 332 201 278
West North Centralssecescecsessces -13 ~8 61 15 710 -5 -3 12 2,243 322 295 304
South Atlamti¢.... -4 3] -10 6 236 gx) Exg (x) (x) (x) |(x) 1 (x).
South Central:... -3 +1 -8 4 0]({x) |ix (x) (x) =) J() | )
PaCifiCiscevscsasvesrovssarsonncenancaen -15 +5 15 17 410 ~3 8 1,040 458 419 .506

See footnotes at end of table..
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See footnotes at end of table.

APRIL 1954
Data are shown by geogrephic division, vhere possible without diselosure of individual operationg]
Sales . Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales ratiost
Percent change April 1954 pamel Percent April 1954 panel percent)
Geographic division 4 mo T change, §
. and Apr. 1954 195, 4' Number .of | Reported Apr. 1954 Humber of | RHeported
kind of business £rom-— from estab- dollar from-—— estab- dollar fpr. | Apr. | Mar.
~|1ishments| wvalues lishments | values 1954 11953 | 1954
g 4 mo,
Apr. | Mar. 1953 report- Apr. |Mar. report-
1953 | 1954 - dng  [(add 000), J1953 [1954 ing (add 000)

Tamber and building materialScsscescscancsess -1 +10 -6 82 $14,619 ~8 T3 58 $13,359 121 132 137
Middle Atlantic.iveesecavassse +2 +19 +5 18 3,736 +19 -9 11 1,569 531, 47 7L
East North Central.. +5 +3 ~6 13 1,517 -4 -5 8 1,252 109 119 112
West North Central..... +19 -1 +1 6. 690 | (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Atlantic.e.cessss -15 -3 -8 i2. 1,664 =3 -1 1,540 184 183 185

0 +3 4 4 961 || (x) 4 (x) (x) (x) (x) () )
-2 +7| . =10 7 2,431 -20 ~1 & | 3,267 146 183 155
PACLIfIC.csoscvessensacstesarnevanssosnansen =5 +24 -18 8 1,618 +5 ~5 6 2,133 145 131 193
Machinery equipment, supplies (except .
electrical)ecrsesroccscansrsiasesscostvensrst =17 ~3 ~13 47 7,560 +1 +1 .37 16,044 251 195 238
New Englands.sessesseanes -9 -3 -9 4 268 || (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic..... -26 12 -19 8 900 +9 +1 6 1,610 189 128 168
+18 +2 +7 11 2,157 -2 ~4 8 3,431 217 219 225
=17 -1 -10 7 776 (¢} +3 6 2,323 320 269 307
43 20 -21 & 1,064 +2 +2 5 4,565 447 2431 343
PACITICu . ecnssonrocrsavossancrnsnreasarenes| =18 +12 -25 8 1,252 +11 +2 6 2,288 253 196 271

Metal8ueeessesescarsacsnvansnasnossansssansasl =23 -10 -18 50 - 13,489 -2 -2 45 25,575 194 153 178

Paints and varnleheS.sescetcsccessscavesacnes +2 +18 -3 48 6,804 -1 [ 44 16,748 252 258 297

Plumbing and heating supplieS.csessscsccinsnse -2 +4 -9 137 16,286 =3 0. 115 30,198 209 215 217
New Englatidececeavescessossncancs +15 0 -2 [ 278 || (x) x) [€3) X (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlenticeseasesscscocnes =4 =1 =12 29 2,012 | -3 +3 22 3,445 1 200 197 187
East North Central.. aee -1 #3235 17 1,390 +h wdy 15 3,138 260 245 278
West North Central... N A +13 +3 15 1,427 -1 0 13 3,197 241 254 275
South Atlanticasseesase ceenessesnrae ~1 +4 -8 40 7,428 -6 0 40 13,955 188 157 195
East South Central..cessevecarcessosncnsansl =15 +1| =20 10 1,514 =11 +3 9 3,106 208 198 203

Refrigeration equipment, parts (commercial)..[ —+18] 18| +12 73 2,589 +7 +6 63 4,374 216 2401 258
Middle AtlentiCesecessscccessconcccsacesensl +13 +13 +13 14 824 -12 +3 1t 998 173 202 193
East North Central..... eaeensns| +l4 +14 +13 14 233 +2 -4 11 488 287 371 364
South Atlantic.... auemssssasasersescss| 420 +36 +6 25 162 +18 +8 25 1,769 232 237 293
PacifiCescnesvorssssssssssrvannnsnasnvennes] +65 | 434 9 237 +11 +6 7 278 221 369 302

Surgicel, medical equipment, supplieSeesceces [+} =1 -1 35 5,39 +9 +2 26 6,998 142 130 138

T P SRS ST 6] <5 31 1,456 -8 +3 29 739] . 52 55 53
Middle AtlantiCe.cecaesssasscanvessesseraces] ~13 ~6 -6 7 337 f (x)  (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
East North Central. +5] +1 +1 9 485 0 (x)  i(x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Atlantic..... 3| 412 -9 L4 364 || (x)  i(x) {x) - (x) (x) (x) (x)
PacifiC.icssensanes -4 +6 -4 6 210 §f (x) |(x) (x) (x) (x) (x) |-{x)

Chemicals, industrial.issceccsscscoscecseeses] =7 423 -6 16 3,091 +8 -3 10 1,593 59 52 79

. — .

Clothing. and furnighings ?{except Shoes)eseess -6]. -13 -7 14 2,139 -1 =5 9 2,948 18] 2157 191

COBliutentansseesnscanssncosonessssnsscsnnnnel - =23 -28 -7 12 2,579 ~-38 ¢} 10 2,213 89 110 64

Confectlonery.cessecnsasessssesioncncsoscanss =2 =5 -2 36 1,166 -6 -1 20 589 106 109 100
Middle Atlantic.visseasens -2 w3 wdy 9 429 ~13 -3 5 210 93 101 97
East North Central.... -6 -7 o] 4 102 || (x) (x) (x) (x}) ) ). | )
South Atlantic.eewise o} +2 -3 8 179 w1l +5 4 100 93 92 .90
East South Central. 43 +5 -2 8 200 =251 435 5 27 61 78 43

Dairy and pouliry productS..cicececscsvecsans -3 =17 +2 1 25 6,694 =2 +33 17 2,621 41 42 25

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded)esveesess +2 =7 -3 202 63,489 0 [4] 162 98,085 87| - 189 175
New England.scecescess . +1 -6 0 10 2,663 +13 +5 8 3,935 203 185 180
Middle Atlentic.... vaees +2 -2 -4 25 11,040 +3 ¢} 18 11, 170 165 169
East North Central.... 2 -8 -1 26 10;340 0 +2 2L 14,596 m 171 154
West North Centraliss... +2 -6 b 19 6,404 +3 -2 16 9,471 173 173 166
South Atlantic..eveseees +2 =9 wdy 28 6,932 -1 +2 22 11,264 195 203 173

. Eagt South Centralesesivess +5 -9 ~6 19 3,819 +4 +1 13 6,221 204 199 186
West South Central.....s. +4 -5 =5 34 8,512 -4 -3 27 15,170 216 - 229 217
Mountain. enee -3 -8 -8 i3 2,176 -3 0 11 4,989 242 243 223
PacifiCeciseccsesscnnncsaasnsnnssensonnenss +1 -9 -2 28 11,603 -1 +1 26 20,599 178 182 161

DIy BOO0GBisscscsscassevessocssnsscoreonsave ~6} - =14 =7 158 35,296 ~14 =3 128 66,929 226 2581 206
New Englandeseevesvenaes -8 =3 =10 6 626 +1 +6 6 1,035 165 150 152
Middle Atlantices... -13 -17 ~11 43 5,613 +3 +7 30 7,537 242 251 224
Eagt North Central. -9 16 -9 15 4,054 =11 +1 15 6,987 172 176 142
West North Central. -1 =14 =3 17 12,946 -21 -6 16 31,321 242 306 221
South Atlantice....s -5 ~12 =11 22 3,322 -7 -6 16 6,791 232 235 217
East South Central.. -6 =17 -7 i3 1,246 =10 -5 9 2,859 314 319 260
Weat South Central.. 45 =12 -3 -16 2,540 -11 -3 16 4,871 192 226 174
Mountain.seerssccess 3. 415 -1 5 392 =7 +1 4 1,070 308 342 342
PacifiCevieasssesssiosensacrassaasrnssevsse| -15 -13 «10 21 4,557 ~9 w5 16 4,458 212 2134 202

Farm supplieS.eceeccsscevescesssacscosnnceses| +21 -15 +10 18 9,025 +13 =14 9 2,155 45 53 50

Fresh frults and vegetableS.eeasesvervsescess ~6 +13 -6 60 5,888 =3 =9 39 783 24 23 30
New Englandesesecescasconse =12 +3 -9 7 297 e +4 6 53 28 23 27
Middle AtlantiCe.ess.. 4 +h -6 18 1,390 -13 -23 10 27 8 8 10
East North Central.... -3 21 -9 15 2,007 +3 +36 g 75 9 10 14

~13 -1 -9 7 588 =12 -11| 7 188 32 32 36
-8 ~7 -5 4 254 11(x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) 1(x) | (x)
41 ] -1 5 1,030 [ (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) 16 | (x)
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WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

APRIL 1954
[Data are shown by.geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual ogegagi.og]
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales ratios?
Geographic division Percent change April 1954 penel Eeh:(r:;z:f April 1954 panel (percent)
kind ofangusiness Apgx.-orln?fé 1‘.[922. Number of | Reported Ap;;oi‘fl' Number of| Reported
from estab- dollar estab- dollar. { Apr. { Apr. | Mar.

Apr. |Mar. |4 mo. 1ishmeizts values Apr. | Mar. lishments| values 1954 | 1953 | 1954
1953 | 1954 |19532 | report-

reporie

ing | (add ooo) | 1973 | 195 ing | (add 000)
Groceries, t0taLl.vecieessessvnionensnsocaasns +6 -4 +4 847§ $148,414 +4 -2 677 $141,201 125 128 124
Nonaffiliated full-line wholesalers*,...... -2 4 -3 556 | © 56,843 -3 =4 465 59,657 128 130 130
Nev Englend..cuisevecsncssoessnnnss + + +2 7 1,597 -1 ~3 6 2,747 180 190 195
Middle Atlantic..... +3 -7 +5 17 2,897 +19 o] 11 3,753 155 135 145
East North Central.... -1 -10 +1 132 9,999 +3 4 1z6 11,484 127 120 119
West North Central.. -10 ) -5 €4 6,331 =1 ~3 .50 6,536 131 18 130
South Atlantic...... =1 -2 -3 65 8,240 +1 -2 37 7,651 138 136 139
Fast South Central.... csveetenaan .. +2 -5 -1 37 4,511 -1 -2 29 4,329 122 127 118
West South Central.... eerviniocoersnenes +3 -1 -2 102 13,879 +1 4 79 13,117 122 129 127
Mountain....ouuues NN -~12 -5 ~12 4 2,187 ~19 -15 22 2,837 137 150 155
PacifiCeeiiaecrotorveasricirnnrsceonnavens -8 +5 -9 107 7,202 ~22 b 105 7,223 108 128 119
Voluniary-group WholeSalerS.ssesssensanisns +11 ~2 +10 183 62,174 +8 ~1 136 57,634 iz2 128 {122
+8 -4 +14 1. 4,003 + [¢) 8 2,231 115 121 117
+10 4 +13 31 11,995 +10 -1 22 7,997 118 126 129
East North Central.vecvseivsecnass . +13 +2 #11 42 11,661 +10 ~2 29 9,429 102 108 110
West North Central...c.vsvenennans . +17 -5 +15 58 21,334 +9 0 58 27,524 129 138 123
South Atlantic...cceeiereiiiinriecnnanaons +8 -3 +5 12 2,775 +2 0 7 1,990 122 121 115
3T 8 A ¥ +Hlo +11 -1 21 5,734 +19 [¢] 4 2,005 133 117 134
Retailer-cooperative warehouses...cvavassss +10{ -13 +10 20 11,760 +16 0 14 6,522 102 98 83

Specialty lines wholeSalerS..cecssscnsasnns +13 ~4 +3 88 17,637 +9 +1 62

17,388 134 139 133
Middle Atlantic..vieuaas

+35] . +10 +11 19 5,398 +16 -1 10 3,107 105 116 129

East North Central........ +25 ~11. +7 9 796 +14 =7 6 348 75 76 66
South Atlantic...iiieevo.. 48 -4 +2 15 - 1,992 +11 -1 10 1,841 102 100 99
Fast South Central..... +1; ~18 0 5 548 4 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
West South Central.ceiveivevsenrersns +8 1] o} 5 392 1 (x) (x) (%) {x) (x) (x)
PaCifiC s ennevanrivinesrancooervenvsaransnn 0j -10 -3 26 6,825 +3 +1 22 9,553 174 177 165
Leather and shoe findingsS.vevsserssnnonsaness -8 +3 ~7 22 435 =& =2 11 968 451 442 450
Middle AL1antic. s ericeronsavevacsccrnns ~31 +11 -12 4 30 1 (%) (x) {x) (x) (x) {x) (x)
Hast North Cenlrale.ces.... -21 415 -3 4 s 4 (%) (x) (x) (x} {x) (x) (x)
West North Central..... . .. PN ~24| -~11 -12 4 414 (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) {x}
PACETIC, suenssrasersnssmasocrnssorensonne =7 37 -7 [ 223 {{x) (x) {x) x) (x} (x) (x)
Meats and meat ProduetS..ssvirscnsrneecearses =3 -1, -2 3 39 17,858 =2 0 33 7,005 45 4t 43
Middle AtlantiC..eeiavaieoanos 0] +11 -3 10 3,691 -5 ~5 10 1,893 51 - 54 60D
Bast North Central -14 ~16 -1 13 5,781 -6 +4 12 2,620 49 45 39
South Central +12 + £10 4 3,702 §(x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
LT 3 Cl +14 -12 5 .3 +18 -£ 4 785 35 27 38
Paper and its products.. -3 -4 [¢] 56 2,215 +2 2 40 9,251, 134 131 130
New England...couaves +11 -1 +9 5 319 +1 +1 4 345 204 210 196
Middle AtlantiC.seesnveasecnansanns -6 -7 -3 13 2,575 -4 +1 8 1,549 88 95 88
Tasi North Central...cieosearsvsnes -8 -3 +1 19 3,824 +4 -2 14 3,361 103 94 105
Soutll ATLlantice.ee i eeanenonsanennn 1 -5 +2 ) 839 i (x) {x) (x) (%) (x) (x) {x)
PaCIfICn i iieeserereoninnnsocrnrnssnnnsas +21 +3 +4 6 1,070 +1 +11 5 2,164 256 329 249
PelrOleUWily v eceraneinasrnrscosaseessocrsannnnn -1 -3 + 30 6,612 ~11 ~4 29 3,965 60 &7 6L
Shoes and other £OOTWEAT v sveesseesiveessass ~l| =24 ¢} 35 18,249 +3 434 31 39,036 218 207 124

Tobaco ProfuctBaeseveseresenrsscrsassaasnson =2 +1 =2 269 40,789 i¢] 4 158 15,199

A 57 56 &0
bew England....... [ . -5 +2 -3 29 2,768 +5 -1 9 504 65 59 67
Middle AtlantiCeeseirianaceeianoearsencns -2 +2 ~1 57 13,669 +1 by 3% 6,237 60 58 64
Bagt North Central...icaveavecasieasccnen -2 0 ~1 62 8,447 -7 -5 37 2,583 52 54 55
West North Central -1 +3 -2 39 4,819 +4 =10 20 1,932 55 53 61
South Atlantie.... -6 -1 ~4 24 4,925 -7 ~1 19 2,305 55 56 56
East South Central +3 +7 -1 14 1,806 +13 -3 8 615 54 50 62
West South Central. -10 -6 -6 22 1,705 +6 -1 8 425 56 46 52
Mountain..eeeavenss ~2 -5 -1 10 594 +1 -1 8 365 64 65 64
PACA T C e vatnerantnnnnessononnenscsaensne +5 -2 43 12 2,055 §{(x) {x) {x) (x) (x) (x) {x)

Wines and spirits®e..irriiiirneniaiarenaias =3 -7 -5 333 95,165 +5 +1 301 131,023 154 136 | 144
Hew England..... +12] +11 -4 24 5,597 [¢] 8] 19 4,469 123 130 131
Middle Atlantie. =12 +2 -7 52 27,225 } +17 +11 51 38,149 152 113 140
FEast North Central...... ~5 -7 -2 46 13,545 -9 +1 36 15,774 138 141 127
West North Central...... ~6¢ -11 +1 42 6,915 +11 -2 g 7,983 149 124 145
South Atlantice.veesrosas serana A -8 ~4 49 13,951 +9 +2 47 21,023 155 136 141
Fast South Céntral.i..ciee. -5 +6 ~10 13 2,645 0 -1 11 4,613 198 192 237
West South Central...... -3 -5 ~4 42 9,835 +3 -5 41 17,358 177 168 178
MOUNEAID e s ssancsreratincacenaorececransns -8 +3 -5 18 2,808 +13 -6 17 3,902 161 129 181
PacifiCesscrorneetrasviseeiorscasatesenne +31 -27 -7 &7 12,643 +2 -5 42 17,752 158 162 130

MisCellaneOUS s sesanssnasnsnsnsaacsnronsevesrse ~481 -26 -8 32 4,547 -30 -16 19 4,238 175 94 140

% Insufficient data to show separately.
Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cosi, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventer=
ies in conjunction with sales. No adjustment 1ls made in these calculations for the markup of sales, which varies from trade to trade.
Includes reporis received tco late for inclusion in previous monthly trends.
The United States total and totals for some itrades include a number of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.
Not affiliated with voluntary or ccoperative groups.
Based on revoris submitted by wholesalers located in the sc-called "license" States which do not have State control or monoply distri-
bution at the wholesale level.
Note: Percentage changes zre computed on an unweighted basis by sumarizing all reporis received in time for tabulation. Since coverage

varies by kind of business and gecgraphic division depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown
may not necessarily represent trends of all vholesalers. They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers .submitting
data in each of the periods for which comparisons are made. -

States comprising gecgraphic divisions

-

New England (Conn., Maine, Mmss., N. H., R. I., Vt.) East South Central (Ala., Ky., Miss., Temn.)

Middle Atlantic (N. J., N. ¥., Pa.) West South Gentral ( Ark., La., Okla,, Tex.)

Bast ‘North Central (I1),, Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) Scuth Central - East South Czntral and West South Central combined.
West North Central (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., N. Dak., S. Dak.) Mountain (Ariz., Cole., Idaho, Mont., Nev., M. Mex,, Utah, Wyo.)

South Atlantic (Del., D.C., Fla., Ga., Md., N. C., S. £., Va., W. Va.) Pacific (Calif,, Oveg., Wash.)
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Sales and inventory trends presented in this release were compiled from confidential reports submitted

to the Bureau of the Gensus from all parts of the country by 4,319 wholesale establishments in various kinds
of business.

SALES

May 1954 sales of merchant wholesalers dropped 6 percent below the previous month and were down 5 per-
cent from a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first five months of 1954 were 4 percent below the corre-
sponding period of last year.

All geographic divisions reflected sales declines of 2 to 8 percent below the April level. Compared
with a year ago, the West North Central Division reported a slight gain (1%) but all other divisions experi-
enced decreases with the sharpest drop, 9 percent, noted in the South Atlantiec Division. ’

Most trades reported lower sales during May-than in the previous month or in May a year ago. Shoes and
other footwear wholesalers, down 39 percent, experienced the sharpest drop from a month earlier while farm
supplies wholesalers, down 30 percent, also showed a substantial decline. Seven kinds of business-—-all in
nondurable goods--indicated gains over April, the principal increases being reported by fresh fruits and
vegetable wholesalers (17%) and beer wholesalers (7%). Three trades--wines and spirits, commercial refrig-
eration equipment, and leather and shoe findings--reflected no change from the previous month. In compar-
ison with May a year ago, coal wholesalers noted the heaviest decline (24%). Farm supplies, up 16 percent,
led the six trades showing sales gains over May 1953. Included in these six trades were voluntary-group
grocery wholesalers. (up 12%) and retaill-cooperative grocery warehouses (up 11%). However, full-line grocery

wholesalers not sponsoring groups were down 4 percent from a year ago while specialty-line grocers reported
no change. :

INVENTORIES

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at +the end of May showed no change from the previous month
but were down 3 percent from stocks on hand May 31, 1953. Based on reports of 3,438 establishments sub-
mitting inventory figures in conjunction with sales data, the Mey stock-sales ratio of 178 percent was 11
points above the previous month and 4 points higher than reported for May 1953.

By geographic division, the West North Central Division (up 5%) showed the principal change from a
month earlier. Compared with stocks on hand a year ago, all regions reported smaller inventories with the
sharpest declines reflected inthe Mountain Division, down 8 percent, and the Pacific Division, down6 percent.

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Page 2 WHOLESALERS' SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

MAY 1954

[Data ‘are shown by geographic division, where possible withoub disclosure of individusl @erations]

Invi -t
Sales nventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales ratios?
Percent change May 1954 panel Percent May 1954 panel {percent)
Geographie division change
and May 1954 |5 mo. | Number of| Reported | May 1954 Nurber of | Reported
kind of business from=- {1954 estab- dollar TR~ estab- dollar Mey | Mey | Apr
from | lishments| values 1ishments values 1954 | 1953 | 1954
report-
May Apr. | 5 mo. Teport- May Apr. %
1953 | 1954 |1953° ing |(add 000) | 1953 | 1954 g (add 000)
United States, 101817 vivvivriorracasan -5 -6 -4 4,319 | $751,763 -3 Q 3,438 1$1,128,205] 178 174 167
N!?w Englanf.eseeisecsceasncascocnncsonssnons -5 -8 -2 247 33,401 -2 1] 178 43,055 172 165 157
Middle Atlantic.... -6 -3 -5 745 150,832 ~1 -1 565 175,458 | 147 141 146
East North Central. -5 -2 4 830 141,409 -3 +2 694 196,754 | 158 153 132
West North Central..cessceenasanesns +1 -8 +1 569 102,109 -3 +5 434 175,529 199 207 175
South AtlantiCesseeaes -9 -8 ~& 529 80,235 4 V] 428 134,409) 1°3 182 176
East South Central.. -8 -6 -7 200 32,001 -3 -1 159 51,668| 186 175 176
West South Central..... -3 =5 ~4 403 69,267 -1 +1 329 .118,672) 197 197 188
Mountaine.cesesoosseonsseansonns -7 -5 -9 188 24,490 -8 -1 162 39,297| 183 185 176
PAcifiCesseeesersconcscrnsossocnonsrnversenes -6 =7 -7 555 100,342 -6 +1 436 150,115 || - 190 191 172
Automotive supplies, ceenaaen -6 -8 -8 388 16,380 ~11 +8 252 45,040 | 383 400 314
New England..... sesrene -8 -18 -5 11 - 461 =71 +19 9 1,764 432 428 290
Middle Atlantic..... wrases -14 +4 ~14 52 988 +1 0 46 2,635{ 319 2693 336
East North Central... wreven -13 -6 -~10 80 3,292 -5 +7 70 10,9631 353 323 308
West North Central.. crevee 0 ~7 -5 100 4,228 <141 1 27 7,721 418 491 320
South Atlantic...... esaessere -10 -18 -12 22 2,022 -197| +10 20 8,402 | 423 469 314
East South Central....... ervsinas -10 17 -7 4 452 -81 +15 4 1,853 410 491 29
West South Central,......... ersases +5 -18 -6 14 1,575 -16 +9 13 6,827 439 547 331
Mountain. ceveeseeesovescenrssastacdanrane -0 +1 .0 24 609 +1 +1 20 1,419 345 338 345
Pacific.. F S T -8 +1 -9 81 2,753 -7 0 43 3,435 297 277 292
Electrical group, $0t8leeecscesscssoscesanes | ~10 -5 -7 905 133,94 -~11] -1 64| 223,209} 177 | 180, 171
Full-line WNOleSAleTS.vieceasssrssnccnsses -9 4 -6 468 107,050 -13 -1 460 186,8351 176 183 170
New Englandeseveseinccosscscaisvessosoca -9 12 -3 34 6,000 -13 -2 34 10,841 181 189 162
. . ~11 0 -8 66 16,144 -13 -2 63 26,193} 166 169 169
East North Central..... . -8 -2 -7 89 23,848 -5 +1 87 40,145] 170 166 165
West North Central...... . -2 -2 -2 48 9,208 -15 +2 48 16,6001 180 208 173
South AtlantiCesevevesscacaces . ~13 ~6 4 72 15,864 ~12 -5 70 28,987 | 187 186 185
East South Central.eeeccesss .o -23 =11 =14 28 5,218 12 o] 28 10,058 | 193 169 173
West South Central. . -3 -2 4 50 11,508 -9 +2 50 23,471} 204 217 196
Mountain.... . -13 -11 -9 20 3,503 -18 -1 20 6,148 176 188 158
PacifiCierasacavesrentocosssssssnnsrsons -2 -5 -9 61 15,757 22 -3 60 24,3921 156 183 152
Wiring supplies, construction materials
AistribULOrS..cevessvecnsesasacrosssonces -9 -2 -6 128 10,306 -3 -1 93 12,440} 163 154 164
vee -2 -1 -4 14 725 - +h 0 5 235 146 145 133
Middle Atlantic.c.eseese e -5 4y -3 26 1,016 +2 -1 18 1,686} 223 204 216
East North Central....covcecoesesnrensens -2 0 -2 33 3,554 0 +1 27 4,766 164 164 166
West North Central. .. -6 -11 +1 8 923 -3 ~4 4] g7eq 200 192 205
South Atlantic... . =25 +1 -16 18 1,630 -2 0 15 1,696% 114 86 119
South Central.... . -18 -6 -8 14 1,531 -10 -5 11 1,874 166 162 162
Mountain.i.seeses . #7] #10] -12 6 401y (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PacifiCeivernsaconsserenvrcncosvensacnses +7 4 -1 9 526 -10 +1 8 1,0051 192 230 183
Appliances and specialties wholesalers.... ~16 ~9 =13 109 16,588 -6 4] 91 24,024 | 191 168 181
New ENZLand.ues:eeresssesssassnesssnsons A -8 -6 | 13 1,540 6] -9 11| 1,97 153 | 150 150
Middle Atlantic.. esan . -22 14 -15 21 4,833 + +2 16 4,971 189 i3l 163
East North Central.... . -1 ~17 4 20 2,393 +3 +1 15 4,187 225 213 192
West North Central.. a 4 ~17 -3 12 2,002 2| +17 11 2,611] 215 254 172
South Atlantice..... . -33 -7 -17 1 1,882 —4 + 17 3,929 209 147 184
South Central....es. . -15 +49 ~16 10 1,809 +4 -7 8 2,8431 161 130 261
Mountain... . -20 +12 ~22 5 498 .38 =5 5 1,061 213 277 249
PacifiCiecesercscvesnsarsssssonssancsocns =12 ~14 -17 11 1,63L 27 -7 8 2,475] 167 200 159
Furniture .and house furnishingS.e.eeresseses -11 =11 =11 83 13,572 -12 -1 65 23,8261 202 205 182
Middle AtlantiCeesscescenseans -11 -15 ~4 14 1,916 -16 +2 10 3,476 ) 252 259 212
East North Central eseaseane . ~25 -16 -13 9 1,787 -6 +5 8 3,770 233 184 184
West North Central.sceasvssevesee N -8 ~10 -9 13 1,949 -12 -2 13 4,217 216 227 198
South AtlantiCeesssversnssenss . -16 -6 -13 12 928) (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
West South Central.. carens . -14 -16 -18 12 1,588 =13 +2 12 3,666 231 227 190
Mountain.sessseessee [P . ~12 -7 -11 7 1,068 -11 =7 5 1,720 201 206 208
Pacificeeces. R S T T T 0 4 =11 11 3,595 -19 -5 9 4,761 0 139 174 141
HATAWATCe e ssvesvoovosoncosassasnvsnrescecses =12 -5 -9 161 56,281 ~4 +3 137 142,060 284 263 262
Middle Atlantic... . ~12 0 ~11 31 7,991 -2 0 24 16,3814 235 210 236
East North Central...... ~10 4 -8 31 11,648 -10 0 31 28,7830 247 247 236
West North Central...... -10 -6 -7 22 10,157 -6 +4 22 31,753)] 313 300 282
South Atlantic.... =27 -15 -14 15 3,212 o] -6 12 7,787) 291 211 260
East South Central. -7 -6 -8 14 4,137 41 -4 12 9,079| 244 228 241
Yest South Central... -10 -10 4 17 4,635 =1 0 12 8,084 4 288 255 264
Mountaineeseeonsacsss e -5 14 7 2,125 -9 8] + 3,025} 312 345 301
PacifiCe.iciveencessensssossosvsenssonces -12 -5 -12 21 11,961 -1! +10 7 36,1821 338 307 292
Industrial supplieS..c.ee.s =13 -3 -11 143 18,560 0 0 118 35,254 218 190 217
New Englan@esscecesscses ~14 ~9 -6 15 1,572 +1 -3 12 3,4581 246 219 238
Middle Atlantic.... -20 -9 -13 28 2,945 -5 0 23 5,551 209 175 189
Fast North Central... . -28 -7 ~-19 23 3,938 +1 o] 21 8,321 | 228 160 210
West North Central... .o -8 -9 -10 11 1,264 -2 4] 10 g ,léél gg; ég; ;gg
South Atlantic... . -9 +5 -9 18 1,586 4 -2 15 4631 33 x
Ea:‘t South Central. . -16 -2 =11 ? 1;150 +12 +9 6 2,847 259 194 231
West South Central.. . +5 +4 -2 28 4,809 +3 0 i8 6,317 187 210 227
PACITICA rnsereosrnnnsnansossnsssaninrin -6 9| -12 13 1,296 -5| 42 13 2,668) 206 | 203 220
JeWEITYersrvoencnsacrssssscsosassssrccasaracs =15 -6 14 120 4,378 -9 ~2 72 10,255) 341 309 326
. .. -3 -2 -5 8 3671 (x) |(x) (x) {x) (x) {x) x)
Middle Atlantice.iesescnenss . =14 +1 ~14 34 1,730 ~14 4 20 © 2,890 273 256 28
Fast North Central..c...vvesss oo-r7| 12| <18 36 961} -1l; -5 25 3,400 385 | 354 368
West North Central.. . -6] -13 -6 12 623 4| -4 9 2,022) 360 | 324 321
South AtlantiC.... . -8 -19 ~10 5 1808 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) (x} (x)
South Centrali.... -] 4] -8 5 1661 (x) | () (x) (x) (x) | {x) (x}
PacifiCecsesoncscassecnns -40 =15 =21 17 340 -5 -3 10 1,0381% 444 373 425

See footnotes at end of table.
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MAY 1954

[Data are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operations]

Page 3

Sales Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) Stock-sales r;xtiosl
Percent change May 1954 panel Percent May 1954 panel (percent)
ki -
Geographic division May 1954 |5 mo. | Number of |Reported o 15er | Number of|Reported
and from 1954 estab dolla ray 1934 tab- | dolia
. - - r oM estab- r -
kind of business from | lishments | values e lishments| values ‘1245{ ‘ i%ga 11;815“,"

May | Apr. |5 mo, | report- May Ag"; report-

1% 19 2 1953 | 195
73 | 1954 11953 ing (add_000) ing  |(aaa 000)

Lumber and building materialS.ceesseesssasens] _ +4 2. 4 82 $14,306f -9 -2 63 | $12,582 116] 138 | 115
Middle Atlantic......c.... +12 -9 +6 16 . 3,318] +25 + 9 1,297 56 58 46
East North Central.... +8 +11 =2 12 2,115 wdy +6 10 1,745 96| 108 100

+9 w43 6 7270 (x} | (x) (x) (x) &) | &) | )
-9 -3 -8 1o 1,656f -15 =12 11 1,424 156} 173 173
-9 6| -5 4 503 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x) | (x)
Mountain.sceansnaneesesancseraresssssnsans +1 ~5 ~7 15 2,320 -16 -2 14 3,206 152 182 146

Machinery equipment, supplies (except :

LT T ) PR [ b § =11 13 51 7,570 o 0 40 16,650 248 | 228 260
New-England seeses . +6 1 12| 7 A 300] (%) =) x) x) ) 11x) (x)
Middle AtlantiC.seveccssccrnnscacnnas .e -23 71 =19 9 864 +1 4 6 1,539 197 150 189
East North Central........ . -14 -14 +2 12 1,882 +3 +2 9 4,175 257 241 253

. ae -26 ~16| -~13 8 653 0 -3 7 2,248 3621 277 320
C ceasl  +31 +39 1 -14 7 1,484 0 -1 [} 4,541 308 403 447

B 32 & o T =16 ~4 | =23 8 1,206 +8 +1 ) 2,305 270 199 253

MetalS.useaeasananan rrsesecnuecsasesanenne ves ~21 4| =19 50 13,158 -3 +1 45 25,685 2001 163 191

Paints and varnishes..eessciasccssvoncceranen [¢] +1 -2 49 7,072 +3 +2 45 17,469 252 245 250

Plumbing and heating supplies. eteneearsenasne =31 -5 ~9 130 14,488 -3 +2 110 29,686 2261 206 208
New Englane.e.sesessecesssensensenns K 31 A 6 269 x) | (x) (x) (x) o) 1) | (x)
Middle AtlentiC....c.ns « ~12 -5 -12 30 1,861 +1 +3 22 3,612 2401 205 222
East North Central.. .. 0 +2 -4 16 1,327 «1 +), 14 3,008 266 264 267
West North Central. o] +4 +6 +3 14 1,454 L +2 12 2,954 2194 220 227
South Atlantic....eass . -15 <9 -10 39 6,792 -6 +) 39 14,095 2081 187 188
East South Centraleresssssersesssrcseserees =16 -5 -19 10 1,4400 {(x) (x) {x) (x) x) | (x) (x)

Refrigeration equipment, parts {commercial).. ~9 a +6 69 2,4400 +12 +1 63 4,181 2141 172 211
Middle Atlantic..ciesaaas cageceaneani o -4 +7 +8 14 878 -ty +6 11 1,060 1621 157 173
East North Central.... . +18 -4 | +14 12 232 +20 =1 12 637 275 270 266
South Atlantic........ . 16 -8 +1 23 571 +15 =4 23 1,319 231} 1469 222
Pacific..vesavensan saaaereansessenerantosa +47 +91 +37 9 261j +18 +6 7 296 2491 237 221

Surgical, medical equipment, sSupplieS...c.... -1 -4 -1 35 5,217 +11 +2 31 7,789 157§ 14l 148

T A -9 +7 =6 37 1,623 4 +9 32 860 57 51 56
Middle Atlantic.... cevesensssures -6 +21 -6 8 4334 =26 ~23 7 88 21 26 32
East North Central.. esen sesena -7 +5 =1 9 366 +7 +7 9 180 49 43 48
West North Central.... . S -18 +13] -15 5 102] (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | {x) (x)
South Atlantic.sessssavensenes J 21 7| -12 b 338) (x) (x) (x) =) (x) | (x) (x)
- o S R +9 +9 ~1 8 3451 +20 +12 8 261 76 68 74

Chemicals, Iindustrial..ccciecsceceescesecenanns -8 =9 -6 16 2,817 +5 + 10 1,656 69 60 59

Clothing and furnishings {except shoes)......| -20 -14 -9 14 2,135¢ -10 -4 9 3,188 219 227 196

008 ieeerinnraannrovonssnearssesncnansoennnss =24 91 -11 19 3,619 -38 +16 17 2,759, 78 95 61

Coni‘eetionery................‘................ -1 +3 -2 35 1,245 A 4 17 549 103 100 106
Middle Atlantic.... . -7 +2 -4 8 4344 -11 -3 5 204 92 86 93
Edst North Central.. g 6] -2 4 108} (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) | x) | ()
Scuth Atlanticicsa., . . 0 -6 -2 9 181 -1 =7 5 108 94 96 a7
East South Central.iceesrceeessrennanssnes + ~5 -1 5 105§ (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x) (x)

Dairy and poultry productS..sceesseccsscecess =12 -3 -1 25 6,647 ~24 -1 19 2,582 43 52 41

Drugs and sundries (liquor excluded). Casseses 0 -7 -3 198 58,418 +3 o] 160 95,768 201! 193 188
New England.ecescssecsss resescanas tseeen [} ~5 0 11 2,522% +11 -1 9 3,882 211 188 203
Middle AtlantiCececssesscss . -ty -9 -4 24 9,806 +7 -1 17 11,207 185 166 170

. -1 -5 -1 25 9,649 -1 8] 19 13,199 1801 177 173

. +2 -6 -3 20 6,132 +5 +3 17 10,125 196 | 188 175

. +2 -8 -3 30 6,769 +2 0 23 11,019 210 =208 191

. +5 -5 -4 18 3,534 +9 -2 12 5,823 210 1% 202

. -1 -9 -4 30 7,052 +2 -2 27 15,224 237 229 220

. -5 ~6 -8 12 2,009 0 -1 10 4,868 255 241 242

Paeific.................................... +1 -5 -2 28 10,945 +2 [¢] 26 20,416 1881 186 179
Dry goods................................... ~12 =11 -8 142 29,928 -8 -1 116 63,038 258 | 250 228
~-28 -28 | -12 4 216§ <15 -11 4 518 2401 203 196

Middle AtlantiC..seesescenaseonn -18 +1] -13 37 5,331 ~4 -3 24 6,897 246 232 258

 East North Central.. -12 -10 -9 13 3,3324 -13 0 13 6,239 187 | 189 167
Weat North Central..eceacsceesesssenssocnes =10 <16 4 17 10,821 -8 <1 16 30,646 285 278 242
South Atlentic..eeesecaess ~11 ~11} <11 18 2,666 -7 -2 14 6,095 2551 241 231
East South Central 15 <17 -8 11 967§ -13 -1 8 2,592 3601 352 305
West South Central......... -5 =15 -3 15 1,950 -2 +2 15 4,368 224 217 185
Mour.xtain........... Pesesenses . +9 -6 +1 6 445 -1 -2 i 6 1,318 296 360 286
DT B o L Y 15 -8 | -11 21 4,200 -9 -2 16 4,365 239 223 212

Farm SUDPLieS.euiiseiieristennensernssennnnss 416 -30 1 +11 19 6,291 -7 -19 ) 9 1,743 44 53 45

Fresh fruits and vegetableS.essveessesnenssn +9 +17 -3 59 6,4361 +13 +1 39 851 21 22 26
New England.cceveccvacencas ~3 +16 =7 ] 326 +6 +2 4 51 37 31 40
Middle Atlantic... =12 +5 =7 15 1,052 -26 +5 8 - 20 6 8 7
Bast North Central +30 +38 0 14 2,6241 14 +13 8 79 6 9 10
West North Central -3 +7 -8 7 6321 +16 +23 7 231 37 31 32
South ALL1antice.seeresscsesncsrcssononsenes -4 +16 {1 -13 5 2691 +18 -9 4 39 17 12 21
East South Central......... 2] +16| -4 4 199 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) () 1 (x)
PECILIC. o e eurnnnseruransserssasannsnnnsnsal 410 ol # 4 1,005 (x) 1 (x) (x) (x) x) {(x) | (=)

See footnotes at end of teble,




Page 4 . WHOLESALERS® SALES AND INVENTORIES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION

MAY 1954
Eata are shown by geographic division, where possible without disclosure of individual operatidhg
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-gales Tatios?
geographic division Percent change May 1954 panel Percent, ~ | May 1954 panel (percent)
and May 1954 5 mo.| Number of | Reported | CP%%€%  Ijumher of | Reported
kind of business from--— 1954 estab- dollar Mx;y 1954 estab~ doller
: from | iistments| velues |[—Z9B== _ !3ictments | values | MB¥ | May |dpr.
May | Apr. 5 mo.| repaort~ May [Apr. Tepori- 1554 | 1953 | 1954
1953 | 1954 | 19532 ing  |(2dd 000) | 1953 1954 ing (add GOO)
Groceries, tobaliesserscvcirornorrearacecnes +4 ~7 4 819 | $136,643 +8 +3 652 | $141,331 136 133 123
Nonaffiliated full-line wholesalers...... =4 -7 -3 538 51,087 +1 Q 449 56,883 137 130 129
: -2 0 +1 7 | . 1,5% | o -2 3 2,681 || 176 | 166| 180

Middle Atlantic.. -4 -7 +3 19 2,851 +17 -3 12 3,844 164 136 158
East North Central.. -7 =2 -1 132 9,820 +5 +9 125 12,556 141 123 127
West North Central.... canvsansrennans 4 -2 -5 62 5,951 +3 -2 49 6,217 I 133 123 132
South AtlantiC..ececeesscecrcesassseeass -1 -6 -2 59 7,032 + -3 31| 6,243 143 137 137
East South Centrale.... wos +1 -8 ¢] 34 3,968 o] -2 26 4,006 131 131 123
West South Central.... . +2 -9 -1 100 12,449 +4 -4 77 12,297 |- 128 128 122
Mountain..eeeevess essee =20 ~1 =13 18 1,265 =11 -2 18 1,914 151 136 153
PeeifiCecerrosassonssasacrcanaresrranaes -13 ~15 ~10 107 6,157 -17 -1 - 105 7,125 125 129 108
Voluntary-group wholesalerSsesssesessesoce +12 -5 411 181 59,270 +14 +7 135 61,106 135 137 119
4+6 -2 +12 12 |- 4,055 +6 | 0 8 2,222 1i5 125 115
+ -8 +11 31 11,151 +13 -2 22 7,854 128 118 118
Eagt North Central.iessiccscevenany +16 4 +12 43 10,959 +16 +2 31 9,925 110 114 104
West North Central.. +25 -7 +17 58 21,023 +17 +15 58 31,778 151 162 122
i +H <12 45 11 2,506 +10 -4 [} 1,665 127 120 1192

PRCITLCenrrsvesosnnossansssasnssarnasssns +2 -10 Q 19 5,165 | {x) (x) (x} (x) (x) (x) (x)
Retailer~cooperative warehouseS...ssseesse +11 41 | +10 16 11,765 +16 +3 10 6,585 104 101 102
Specialty lines wholesalers...... ] ~16 +3 84 14,521 +6 =1 58 16,757 154 147 133
Middle Atlantic.cecevacsnens +1 ~30 +10 17 3,6?7 +25 +3 7 2,888 138 122 99
East North Cenftral...ccveveess +6 -9 +7 9 723 +17 +3 7 360 78 70 73
South Atlanticeieceaanrsces -5 -12 0 14 1,736 +15 4 10 1,763 112 91 102

East South Centrale.... +1 o] 0 5 549 {| (x) (x) (xg {x) (x) (x) (x)

West South Centralessessss +2 3 [¢] 5 378 || {x) (x}) (x (x) (x) (x) (x)
PACILiC esvsessesvenresssrsassvacsvsnene <1 ~14 -3 26 5,899 =2 0 22 9,516 207 213 174
Ieather and shoe £indingS.vesecscsrsonsrenne -1 0 -6 23 443 ~5 0 11 969 468 456 451

Middle AtlantiCecnececenss ~7 7 -11 4 28 I (x) (=) x) (x) (x) (x) {x)

East North Centralie..s. 41 -5 -2 4 81 lf (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

West North Centrolisesseesssvss -12 + ~12 4 L 4hfl(x) (x) (x) ] ) {x) (x) (x)

PACITIC I vesnsacncransssavsrracseorossnns 43 0 =5 [ 224 || (x) {x}) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
Meats and meat pProduCtSicsseessacnssssasanss 0 +2 =1 39 18,215 -8 4 35 6,704 42 46 45
Middle Atlentic...... ~10 =7 -4 10 3,418 =15 + 10 1,967 58 61 51
East North Central. +1 +12 ~1 13 6,476 =7 ~11 12 2,334 39 42 49
South Central...... +19 +1 +12 & 3,756 -8 -6 4 1,314 35 45 38
Pacific.sescusacsarcnorccrascssacsnnenne -3 -3 =10 5 3,668 +19 +2 4 197 36 31 35
Paper and its products. -3 -5 0 54 8,749 41 +1 35 9,102 148 144 135

New England...eeoes -7 -8 +5 s 211 1 (x) (x) ) (x) (x) x) (x)
Middle Atlanticeeseracas ceseseerevine <7j -1 -4 14 2,653 +2 +5 7 1,613 104 96 9%
Fast North Centralecsievcescecinsorsncss =7 -8 -1 17 3,468 + +1 12 3,359 117 104 104

South AtIENtiC..eseeeanens +2 -3 +2 7 a8l (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) &) )
PACIfiCescssetescorsssscsscansssssosnnes +25 -8 +8 5 918 -3 +4 4 2,133 311 466 263
PetroleuUmasscsacssassossivsssvsnccrsscossase +2 =17 +3 29 5,598 =14 +5 29 4,832 86 103 68
Shoes and other fOOTWEAT.veeesrcersocvocaoss =15 -39 -2 34 10,877 +2 ~15 31 32,286 301 253 216
Tobacco productS.ssesess ramasesnne -4 ~1 -2 262 39,772 -6 -1 157 15,758 39 &0 59
New England....... -8 0 oy 27 3,454 | #19 -3 8 309 €0 41 €3
Middle Atlantic..... -3 ¢} ~1 57 14,303 -12 e 38 6,858 60 66 63
East North Central.. -3 4] -2 62 7,935 +1 + 37 2,800 60 57 56
West North Central.... 4 -2 =2 40 4,737 o +3 3 2,032 58 57 57
South Atlanticeieesssen -6 4 4 22 4,666 =11 ~3 18 2,132 55 57 53
East South Central..... +2 -3 -1 11 1,577 +11 =11 6 636 52 46 50
West South Central.. -9 % -6 23 1,739 +14 +3 8 419 58 | - 48 54
Mounitaine,smseeseve -9 -5 <3 8 434 e + 7 298 71 &7 65
PACIfiCercanancesavarssonscaveisaresvace +3 -6 +3 12 1,927 +27 +8 4 274 72 51 66
Wines and spiri‘bss res craseanan =1 0 4 314 93,968 +6 +2 282 130,582 156 147 153
New England....... veren ~4 ~11 4 22 4,498 +17 +10 17 4,284 130 108 111
Middle AtlantiCesersens res +4 +7 4 56 33,462 +5 e 53 41,023 132 132 150
East North Central..... . b +10 -2 40 13,027 -1 +8 32 16,446 145 142 145
West North Central.ccssecccecscee +3 +15 +1 42 7,549 +@ +4 37 7,877 151 145 151
South AtlantiCecssecsassnnes +6 -6 ~2 43 12,052 +6 +5 41 19,810 168 168 152
East South Central... +1 -10 -8 11 2,088 -5 +5 9 4,097 236 246 196
West South Central... ~-13 -6 -6 41 8,641 +15 +5 -39 16,918 197 150 175
Mountain.sicovoesas . -2 -15 =5 21 2,761 +16 0 20 4,341 183 155 151
PACIfiC.reorsscceensserneronssansrcscnss -14 =12 -9 38 9,890 +1 -1 34 15,786 194 166 161
MiscellaneouSesecersssscoscnsssversnssscanne ~12 +1 -8 24 2,832 0 -1 12 2,213 272 181 255

x Insufficient data to show separately.

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an idemtical group of firms reporting inventories
in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these caleulations for the markup of sales, which veries from trade to -trade.

Includes reports received too late for inclusion in previous monthly trends. -

_The United States total and some trades include a number of establishments not assigned to a geographic division.

NoE afriliated with voluntary svative grouwps.” " T

Based on reports submitted by wholesalers located in the so-called "license" States which do not have State control .or monopoly distri-
bution at the vwholesale level. . X o 3 e e

Note: Péercentage changes are computed on an umweighted vasis by Summarizing all Teports récéived In time Tor tabulation. Since coverage varies

by kind of business$ and geographic division,depending upon participation of wholesalers in the reporting service, data shown may not
necessarily represent tremds of all wholesalers. They do reflect, however, the experience of those wholesalers submitting data in each
of the periods for which comparisons are made. ’ .

States comprising geographic divisions

W wN

New England (Conn., Maine, Mass., N. H., R. I., Vt.) Eagt South Central éAla., Ky., Migs., Temn.)

Middle Atlantic (N. J., N. Y., Pa,) West South Central (Ark., lLa., Okla., Tex.)

Fast North Central (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohlo, Wis.) South Central - Eagt South Central and West South Central combined.
West North Central (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., N. Dask., S. Dak.) Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Ideho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)

South Atlantic (Dei., D. €., Fla., Ga., Md., N. C., S. C., Va., W. Va.) Pacific (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Beginning with this report, the kind-of-business groups for which data are presented have been re-
vised to conform with those shown in the Census of Business for 1948 and the recently  published Annual
Wholesale Trade Report for 1953. Data shown in this report are based on reports submitted by a revised
reporting panel of over 6,000 merchant wholesalers representing firms in all parts of the eountry and
various kinds of business. This reporting panel is part of a probability sample recently developed by
the Bureau of the Census in order to provide national dollar volume estimates of sales and inventories
of merchant wholesalers by kinds of business. These dollar volume estimates are now being compiled and
will be introduced in the Monthly Wholesale Trade Report in the near future.

SALES )

July 1954 sales of merchant wholesalers dropped 5 percent below the previous month and were down 7 per-
cent from a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first seven months of 1954 were 4 percent below the corre~
sponding pericd of last year.

Six divisions experienced declines from the June level with the sharpest drop (124) noted in the New
England Division. The West South Central Division showed no change from the previous month, while the Moun-
tain and the West North Central Divisions experienced gains of 2 and 5 percent, respectively, Compared with
a year ago, most divisions reflected decreases of 4 to 11 percent. However, two divisions--the West North
Central (up 1%) and the West South Central (up 54) reported gains over last year.

Most trades reported July sales below the level of the brevious month as well as a year ago. The sharp-
est drop below June sales (184) was indicated by air conditioning, commercial refrigeration equipment dis-
tributors, and by farm supplies dealers. Compared with July a year ago, sharp declines were noted by waste

materiais dealers (§9%), iron-steel serap dealers (32%7; coal wholesalers (32%), and iron and steel products
distributors (28%).

INVENTORIES :
nventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of July declined slightly (1%) from the previous
month and were also dowm 3 percent from stocks on hand July 31, 1953. Based on reports of estabiishments
submitting imventory figures in conjunction with sales data, the July stock-sales ratio of 136 percent was
6 points above a month earlier and 2 points higher than reported for July 1953. By geographic division, the
most significant change in imventories from a month earlier--a decline of 5 rercent--was shown by the East
Soyth Central Division. Compared with stocks on hand a year ago, the West South Central Division noted a

slight increase (14). 411 other divisions, however, reported declines, with the Mountain Division showing
the sharpest drop (104).

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—TRENDS IN SALES AND lNVENTORIESIvu
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Table 1.--TRBDS IN SALES AND THVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

JULY 1954
Sale: In
S ventory, end-of-month (at cost) llgp k. saies ratiost
Percent change July 1954, panel Percent July 1954 panel
ind of busi change, {percent)
Kingd o ness July 1954 7 mo. | Number of | o eported July 1954 Number of
from-— 1954 | estab- ao11er £Tom~— estan~ | Reported
from | 1ishments T 11 shment dc:l:l_ax-3 July | July |June
July | June |7 mo.| repory- values” \'yuly | June | report- values® | 1954 | 1953 |1954
1953 | 1954 11953 | ing (add 000) [ 1953 | 1954 ing® {add 000)
Unlted States, total,all kinds of business| -7 -5 ~4 6,8901%1,518,783 -3 -1 5 ;_057 $1,547 ,402 T o136] 134 130
Grocery, confectionery, meat wholesalers...... -3 =6 +3 767 238,022 +15 Q 565 0
General-line grocery wholesalerS..eesceeesss +L =3 +6  ALZ 112 :6].9 +10 [} 8 3’51{'——1%2':%2' “—%g 33 Zg
NOBALLILiated® o ovseorevsnsosvnsssossnenss =7 -1 ~31. 274 31,125 +9 +4 243]° 29,198} 117} 112 | 14
YohuntaTy groupsS..seiscasscesseccas . +5 +3 +10 1241 - 50,229 +14 -2 100 33,400 91 85 94
Retailer-cooperative..ccisnescssecsascnnae +3 =14 +10 14} 31,261 +5 -1 11 9,754 83 94 68
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers...cs.. ] -8 +1 186 96,452 +24 -1 114 53,097 791 54 73
Confecticnery wholesalerS.ceereseanvrsrarans ~1 ~6 -2 70 6,328 +18 ~1 32 T 2,112 45 47 43
Meat, meat products wholeSalers.....cescpeis -9 -9 -2 R 99 22,627 =9 +1 65 3,419 ‘20 22 18
Edible farm products distributors....ssseees.s -9 =4 =2 . 512 138,510 -8 <11 386 32,254 32 23 33
Deiry, poultry products distributors... =12 -3 31 258 94,402 =31 =11 177 23,723 36 27 38
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalerBe.ese=cses -2 -6 -1 254 44,1084 +8| -10 209 8,531 23 17 24
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers..... -9 =14 4] 238 €0,339 41 -3 212 81,752). 152} 157 139
Beer d4atribubors..ccsccsccarassncsrsnnenanne 4 +2 -2 92 9,277 +48 -3 76 3,624 41 32 44
Wine, distilled spirits wholegalers......... ~10 -16 -4 146 51,062 -1 -3 136 78,128 1731 180 154
Drugs, chemicals, sllied products wholesalers. =4 -4 ~3 474 109,467 -3 Y 331 138,303 157 161 151
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty g
1iNeB)acseessrrsestracsccaosriressrotcsonrs -2 4 -2 244 81,003 +3 41 195 118,682 169§ 176 161
Industrial chemicals,explosives wholesalers. -9 -1 -6 142 23,951 +3 -8 97 15,757 01 76 107
Palnt, varnish wholesalerfessscsiancesrosens -2 -9 -2 88 4,513 +3 0 39 3,864 1667 143 158
Tobaceo ALELELDUEOTS. «rxsrsesssnreenscenmaes| =5 ol -2 C194]  4a32) 3] - 98| 15,563 52| 49 53
Dry goods, appsrel WholeBBLerS...r.svsviesssene ~11 -7 -8 273 63,288 =11 +2 158 126,050 317 327 277
Clothing, furnishings, footwear vholesalera.! - -8 +17 7T 73 8,184 ~d -3 40 8,816 219 228 | - 248
Dry goods wholesalers (general and specialty ) '
1i0EE) cecrnnnirassorasrasscererossrrrscascs -18 11 ~9 121 29,721 -5 +2 80 79,476 338 290 288
Plece goods CONVETHEISreecerocecranvessiinee +1 -81 n.a. 7 25,3831 . =25 4 3| 37,758 309| 481 262
Furniture, home furnishings vholesalers....... =9] _ -14] -8 198 20,644 =9 41 136 28,9791 215| 216 | 180
Furniture wholesalersreeessremssavorasascas =7 -81 mn.a. 82 5,928 -5 ~7 49 6,545 166| 162 160
Home furnishings, floor coverings whole- ’ . |
. BBLETBireserevsvesorsrorassasareocnsnvransns -10 =17} n.a. 116 14,716 ~10 +3 87 22,434 234| 237 | 188
Paper, allisd producte wholesalers.ssecssivecs- +7 =13 0 ) 281 46,130 +7 +2 218 48,842 18 97 111
Paper WholesalerS..eecescesnsossaiccersconss +9 ~4| n.a. 190 42,041 +8 +2 169 41,900 107 86 102
Stationery, wallpaper wholesslers..s..eeervs -4 ~17] mn.a. . 91 4,089 ~1 4] 49 6,942 308] 235 253
Inedible farm products merchentd...vicesencees -7 +3] n.8. 106 78,933 +25 +10 60 39,765 101 83 92
Automotive WholeBalerS..eesssssnssnssnssacoansh -1 +3| n.as. 351 44,390 ~17 -6 277 59,443 1431 234 157
Motor~vehicle GistributorSeesessesesesssrassl +13 +#1] n.a. 47 23,1271 --10 -9 42 15,374 671 112 74
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholeaalers. -5 +6 -8 304 21,263 ~-18 -5 235 44 069 236| 275 267
Fieetrical, electronic, applience goods . .

ALotrIDULOTBesevessncosvneterstossverancsnnsa =10 =2 =8 645 169,363 ~13 -6 _5871L 224,406 140 142 L 244
Electrical equipment, supplies wholesalers®, -9 =2 -6 461 123,390 -12 -6 447 163,520 1341 140 138
Electrical sppliances, TV and radio sets and .

parts, and electronic parts, equipment . .
ALEtTIDULOT S s sasssevaccraseaveianicaserans -12 ~2 -13 184 45,979 =15 -6 140 60,886 162 | 150 162
Hardware , plumbing, heating goods wholesalers. -7 =4 8] 432 98,647 ~5 -3 349 199,658 231! 2: 230
HardweTe wholeSalerS.socessessosacnssarcane ~9 -6 ~9 167 63,335 ~7 ~3 133 144,762 2557 258 249
Plumbing, heating goods distributors.vicsees 1 +1 -7 265 35,312 +2 -2 216 54,896 1847 164 190
Lumber, construction materials distributors... =1 =14 =2 36D 79,471 =5 =5 253 54,803 107 97 102
Lumber, millvork wholesalers.:..eceesenvessel -6 =16} n.a.|. 47 66,286 =7 - =5 181 46,374 1141 103 107
Gonstruction materials distributors......... +9 ~-2| n.a. 113 13,185 +4 +1 72 8,429 8L 78 79
Machinery, equipment, suppiies distributors... 9 -10 -8 1,009 96,545 -2 -2 830 155,616 1881 175 172
Afr conditioning, commercial refrigeration.. : .
equimment d1striBUtOrS.ssevereesasrsconaons =7 -8 2 70 2,780 +12 -9 53 2,894 135] 130 108
Commerclal machines, equipment distributors. +10 ~2] m.a. 115 9,802 +14 ~5 20 10,880 122 151 128
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies .
NOUSEH gscerereosrevsvesssasarsnossensessrooe ~10}. -6 =11 239 29,795 -4 +1 1%0 40,480 168 153 159
Professional egquipment, supplies houses®.i... -5 ~5{ m.a. 264 15,795 +16 +1 238 27,747 195| 153 185
Surgical, medicel, lospital supply houses. e -5 -2 .3 5,881 +14 -2 23 6,423 1301 116 128
Service establishment equipment, supplies . .
NOWBES s seveavrosersssersssonrossasvsosasss -7 -10! n.ss 120 7 441 42 +2 94 9,595 175} 175 160
Other machinery, equipment distributora..... ~13 -17| n.e. 201 30,932 -9 e 164 64,020 231 241 196
Metals, metalvork (except scrap) distributors. =15 -1 -16 199 _ 7,798 423 04 140 13,7474 171 130 167
Iron, steel and products distributors....... -28 8] n.a. S 124 24,863 +26 3] 85 53,271 264 199 252
Nonferrcus metals distributors..cercersasacs -8 +4 | n.a. 75 46,929 -8 +1 55 20,476 89 82 88
Iron-gbeel scrap, waste materials dealérs. eaes] =36 ~10 | n.a. 167 19,227 +16 +8 84 7,996 89 55 7
Tron-steel SCTAP GEBLErS...cssesevacesssossel =32 =11} n.a. 72 12,194 +26 +9 38 5,311 101 57 7
Waste materials GealerS.e.ceeesserassscevess| =39 ~81 mn.a. 95 7,033 +9 +5 46 2,685 72 Sb 61
Other merchant WholeSBlers®.....ceeressscseres -8 ~3{ n.a. 68¢ 139,871 ) 4 383 129 ,245 1441 118 119
Aumsement, , sporting goods wholesalers....... +2 +3| n.a. 95 10,704 +6 2 T 66 14,883 7l 172 180
Pook, periodlcal, newspaper wholesalers.....| =14 +16 | n.a. 81|  B,440 ~10 +25 26 4,688 1231 137 120
CoBL WHOLESE1ETS. e esasessavesrsrcaranssonane| =32 -14 =14 140 30,690 +19 +18 59 25,659 170 66 112
Farm supplies wholesalers.. . 0 18 +3]° 129 29,745 v} +33 T 89 21,760 104 - 96 60
Jovelry wholesRlersS.esveniovecsslotaosesress] +5 +1 ~12 111 10,286 +13 0 63 20,433 279 ) 266 268

See page 4 for footnotes. .
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i JULY 1954 e
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost ) Stock-sales ratios!
Pfrcent July 1954 panel Pfrcent July 1954 panel ercent)
. 5 r ng:
Kind oi‘n gusineas July 1954 Nm::::b of Reported July 1054 Nmen];::b of Reported
geographic division from-— 1ishments doilar 3 from— 1ishments d:ilar 3 | Suly | Judy | June
3 _ valueg - values 1954 1953 | 1954
Tosy | Tom | Tk lon | 1% | T -
(add 000) "8 | (saa 000) '
- Merchant wholesalers®.................. =7 -5 6,890 §1,518 783 -3 -1 5,067 $1,547 402 136] 134 130
New England...eeciveeescnennssnnnss <11 -12 434 84,761 -2 ) 268 108,374 177 163 152
Middle Atlantic.... -9 -8 1,72| 483769) 0 1,006] 346,658 02| 102 98
Fast North Central.... -8 -6 1,440 308,988 -4 ~1 1,127 329,013 134 125 126
West North Central. +1 +5 668 150,129 -4 =1 551 193,124 150 164 162
South Atlantic....eseve... ~9 -3 715 114,241 ~5 -2 549 140,322 155 147 152
East South Central...... 4 =7 339 59,883 -4 -5 259 69,265 165 167 157
West South Central...,.... +5 [¢] 600 113,024 +1 ~2 491 148,836 153 166 157
Mountain..vieenaseana. ~6 +2 236 26,603 ~-10 ~2 208 40,552 166 177 172
-9 -6 746 177,385 -7 -3 598 171,258 132 150 130
General-line grocery wholesalers,............ +1 =3 412 112,615 +10 4] 354) - 72 352 98 97 26
New Englagd.. (6) -i; 3; g,g(;—’; (x{o (x) (x) 35 (x% 226 ZZ)LBJ. (x}}i (2:200
Middle Atlantic....... -~ - +. +5 2 +
East North Central.. -4 -1 110 17,539 +3 +2 94| 100247) -1e| 113] 110
West North Central. +9 +7 110 24,530 +18 -1 110 22,721 93 80 100
South Atlentic..... +1 =2 18 4,623 +2 0 12 4,006 106 98 102
East South Central.... 15 +5 17 3,411 +8 -2 1 1,850 90| 37| 104.
West :South Central., +2 +2 47 12,016 +13 + 45 11,079 94 95 92.
k) 2
~25 +8 23 2,692 -7 ~7 23 3,553 132 125 153
+2 -9 43 37,945 +25 -2 22 10,403 78 76 &
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers........... -6 -8 186 96,452 +24 ~1 114 53,087 79 54 73
New England...eeesneeeeronnnsencenss . +8 -3 15 1,070 {x) (x) {x) x) {x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic...... 7 ~12 66 66,379 +33 s} 35 34,442 65 - 37 56
East North Central...... +5 +4 41 10,591 0 +2 31 11,530 124 157 133
South Atlantic..... .o -6 -5 19 1,570 +2 +5 12 1,021 110 103 97
PACTICurtrtnanrrrnnernnnns -18 -10 14 3,588 +52] .16 10 4,781 2091 178 269
Dairy, poultry products dis:tribu’hore.‘. serrunn ~12 -3 258 94,402 ~11 =11 177 23,723 36 27 28
New England...... +4 =3 3 4,811 +29 -2 4 . 661 47 24 40
~10 -7 78 28,187 ~5 -7 55 6,773 36 26 34
~-10 -5 75 . 32,567 <10 ~13 53 8,332 31 29 34
. +21 +18 12 4,343 -2 ~23 8 3,033 97 55 154
SoUth AP1ANEiC.euusereneecenaivnnnnnanansny]  ~12 +5 25 6,612] 420 -9 21 1,047 45 30 52
PRCIfICectanstarnnrennnsisneassnnnrnonanins] =19 -3 44 150M) 27 -5 29 3,378 28| 22 29
Fresh fruit, vegetsble wholesalers.. =2 ] 254 44,108 +8 ~10 209 8,531 23 17 24
Hew Englande.uieeessn.. 7] ~29 15 1,007 -9 +4+ 13 230 281 (x) 17
Middle Atlantic...... =17 =17 24 5,210 -15 ~10 15 159 5 3 &
East North Central... .. -3 -1 39 11,865 ~13 -9 32 1,087 1z 10 14
West North Central........ +16 +18 51 6,286 +1 -1 47 981 bivg 16 21
South Atlantic.......... -5 ~4 24 2,396 +11 -4 11 845 67 &6 67
Mountain....eiean., ~-29 +13 28 2,091 (x) (x) (x) (x} (x) (x) {x)
. ~1 T-5 52 9,584 +12 =15 50 3,126 35 39
Drug wholesalers (general and speclalty lines) -2 4 244 81,003 +3 +1 195 118 682 169 176 161
Newhgland................................ : +1 -7 16 5,054 +4 +2 14 6,424 1 149 145 136
Middle Atlantic......... ~3 -5 45 16,347 +3 ~4 30 17,4991 148 145 149
e -3 -6 43 21,761 +7 ¢} 33 25,100° 128 155 120
“ene ~1 -5 15 5,321 +4 +3 13 8,417 182 175 169
South AtlantiC....e.... -2 -1 35 10,625 +2 +2 29 15,006 185 177 181
East South Central..... -2 +2 . 15 2,900 +4 +1 1z 5,664 201 182 204
West South Central..... +1 ~2 41 7,872 0 +4 32 16,870 238 240 227
MoUntain. . ........... erereireeeennn -5 -8 "9 1,797 1 +2 8 41108 230 218|207
Pﬂcific...........,........................ -6 -6 25 10,263 +5 +5 24 19,592 200 183 176
Tobaceo dietributora................_......... =5 0 194 44,132 ~3 1] - 98| 15,563 52 49 33
ai:dﬁgi:ﬁ;rﬁ‘ PORSESS . -2 :i gg 131:8%2 (X)B (1)6 ) 20 (xz 590 (X)/aﬁ (X)J; )
Cevene verunan = - B 5 53
Bast North Central............ e -6 -8 38| 10025 +8 -3 27 2,927 al a3
gea:hﬂzgh sc;:ntral ceven , o -’J; g 1:3’ 2,413 +27 +6 11 1,393 75 55 70
. Sow antic.....uus ~ + 2 5,620 =22 +2 15 2,564} 58 61 80
East South Central.. 2| w7 10 1,78] 410 +3 8l . eso 2| 48
West South Central.. feienans -1 +24 24 3,349 (x) (x) (x) %x) (x) {x) (x)
Mountain....veueann, ferevhrasensenaeni, ~2 -2 10 715 (x) (x) (x) x) (x) (x) (x)
Dry goods, apparel wholesalersg...... rveecans =11 -7 - 273 63,288 ~11 +2 158 126,050 317 327 277
New mg}md.................. creeere ~33 ~41 11 7,243 +1 +2 8 36,031 461 345 291
gigttilﬁ ﬁi&g‘big .:‘i. teeesrrresatnace ;’50 -5 172 38,704 =22 +3 81 45,903 294 403 252
A jo: entral. ci,.... - +4 1 1,062 14 +3 12 2,621 257 247 265
West North Central.... ~10 +14 18 9j732 ~9 +1 14 28 :848 299 293 338
South Atlantic...... ~13 +20 25 3,074 0 +3 22 6,984 235 248 277
South Central -t +28 13 2,051 -13 +1 1n 3,364 168 179 219
Pacifie...... L R T LT =11 -9 12 1,406 ~19 -3 9 2,291 174 198 164
“Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers.... . =9 =14 1 20,644 =9 +1 136 ;] 215] " 216 180
New England. ~10 -7 11 818 =21 -5 6 1,051 247 308 237 .
g;ggl; A:%\mc]ti? .i. venas SR, raee -—1.:63 : -ig 28 7,827 0 =7 27 4,344 182 132 170
o eNLrBle ., iunennananans . =13 - 2 4,106 ~14 -1 35 8,492 227 217 182
est North Central.. . o I 1 1:6(5)§ (x%1 (x)3 (x) (x) '8 | (::),73 | & ),
N .. - - 9 - s 6 6: 2 2 181
East South Central........... . -5 -25 18 143 +1 +4 18 381 266 305 194
West South Central......... +9 -9 18 1,764 ~7 0 17 4,009 233 271 210
115§ & £ PR crrerrsenene +7 =1 19 2,813 -3 +7 13 4,591 174 192 164

See page 4 for footnotes.




Page 4
Pable 2.—-THENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORTES OF MERCHANY WHOLESALKRS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED XINDS OF BUSINESS-~Contimued

JULY 1954
* , end-of-ponth (st cost) | P
P 't ale?uly 1954 papel | In;:ntori e”ﬂ-Ole::ﬂt:”:t e Stosk-aales sitioe’
ercen reen el ; 't
Xind of busiress nge, - hange , s N b (percen )
and July 1954 Number of] Reported July 1954 Humber of| Reported

geographic division frome estab- dollar {rom~- estab- dollar 3§ nay Jaly e
iy Jume 1:.‘:):::;1;&5 values: July | June lishments| < values 1954 1953 1954
1953 | 1954 | TeRUTL ooy | 1993 | 19m | Terory-

ing (add 000) i ing (add 000)

Auiomotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers. =5 +6 304 $21,263 =18 ~5 235 $44 ,069 236 275 267
New England..eecernensenescssnssanenvconss -2 +15 11 640 -11 ~6 9 1, 273 306 1
Middle Atlantic....% Taesaracusesasnons -17 . -9 32 1,251 +5 -2 10 296 153 137 178
Eagt North Central.... vesseeen =1 +4 €6 5,972 ~26 i ' 48 11,295 219 309 247
West North Central. ~1 11 26 2,733 ~21 -6 22 6,503 244 304 287
South Atlentic.ees.. .. ~16 +13 19 2,901 -11 -2 9 6,900 256 243 302
Eaat South Central..... <11 +8 48 1,720 -9 T -6 47 4,469 260 223 299
Weat South Central....ccncevescenvoacs +1 +6 40 3,247 -11 -5 30 7,190 245 283 2T
PACIfiCocevarcecsnarsoaioisnncioasnsnsvnan -7 +5 42 1,737 ~14 -3 41 3,545 208 226 226

Electrical, electronic applisnce goods )

WROLEBALEIBe s eassrseessonsssaseisenronionse =10 =2 645 169,369 =13 =6 587 224,406 140 142 144
New England.... =17 -6 43 9,081 ~8 +1 41 14,666 165 149 153

-22 ~7 109 28,857 -7 -2 94 40,620 160 131 144

T =13 =13 133 -41,182 <13 -5 125 56,338 143 134 132

+18 +16 77 21,228 ~13 ~8 69 22,140 119 149 152

South Atlantic..essss ~11 +2 97 23,171 =12 -6 |- 87 31,586 144 146 155
East South Central..... -7 -3 39 8,662 ~15 -8 36 11,030 130 ¢ 143 37

. West South Central.cisscesccncoscrsnenvesy 4 +7 58 14,489 -12 -14 54 20,139 140 167 176
Mountain..ecsvesssscesoasonnsen rsreee ~12 +5 23 44800 ~19 -2 23 6,143 137 150 147
Pacific.. eesesvesvesseusvermusanse ey -12 +5 1 €6 18,218 =21 =7 58 21,744 ‘122 135 137

Hardware wholesaleTfessccsavensencesonsncnns -9 =6 167 63,335 -7 -3 133 144 762 255 258 249
Middle Atlantices.cscnscenccssrcsssersocne w14 ~16 24 4,586 -9 ~3 11 8,170 266. 219 i
Eest North Central. ~16° ~5 34 17,828 -9 -3 32 43,788 252 %45 235
West North Central. -6 - 15 11,289 -7 =3 14 27,064 241 256 240
South Atlantice.... +1 -2 22 4,018 -3 -2 18 8,832 250 262 256
East South Central.:. +1 +6 21 8,265 4 -3 17 18,611 244 225 272
West South Central... +2 4 20 6,406 -7 -3 15 8,548 197 246 205
MOUNERIN. e v vurrenssncnserrones =7 -2 7 1,692 ~6 -3 7 5,414 320 324 323
PACifiCiriircassrenarncrsrarnannsonrsacnns -10 -8 19 8,468 ~10 -2 16 22,607 311 323 292

Plumbing, heating goods wholesalers....esess -1 +1 265 35,312 2 1 . -2 216 54,896 184 164 180
NeWw Englan@e..coasceorcasenccncacnes iee +7 +7 25| 1,852 +5 -1 12 5,373 176 182 167
Middle Atlantic...... . es ~13 -3 58 7,145 -8 0 4é 7,482 171 182 169
Esst North Central... e +12 +2 43 4,955 -2 -3 41 9,174 187 71 197
West North Cenbral. e +38 +3 20 4,069 ~3 ~5 20 6,622 163 208 176
South Atlantic..... vee -7 -6 53 8,950 +8 ~2 44 13,800 176 145 165
Rast South Cenbral.scsccrvsrvavessss “es +9 +2 18 3,021 +4 4 15 4,129 173 177 120
Weat South Central..cceevcescerens . +2 +21 28 2,774 - +4 -6 26 5,311 202 202 262
PACAT A Cracesorsarcsnsesarassssvnonssarsvee b » =15 +10 13 2,156 =11 +13 8 2,157 142 134 139

Tawber, construction materigis dealers...... =1 ~14 360 79,478 -5 =5 - 253 54,803 107 97 _;I,%
New Englandesceaceveesves cosnearees -2 =11 ’ 23 6,442 ~37 -9 14 4,760 87 43
Middle Atlantic.e.ccoessnee +11 ~15 85 19,740 +3 -6 61 10,725 75 63 73
Fagt North Cemtral.cvecsosesssnsns -6 ~6 87 12,643 -4 i 53 11,11 138 117 131
Wost North Cemtral.ccssscrssanccocnes +11 ~18 20 8,856 =15 -3 14 2,699 99 76 117
South AtlantiCeescvsescsroscscecncess ~14 ~1 19 3,243 ~21 ~5 15 1,802 Yil T4 83
Bast South Cenmtral.scses -9 wdy S 2,971 (x) (x) (x) x {x} (x) (x)
¥eet: South Central.. rees crseens +17 -5 40 6,672 ~14 4 39 8,532 130 pt
Mountalne.cesavnesoes . evscanse +4 -5 pL-] 3,579 ~11 4 18 5,062 148 171 147
PACATiCesanssesrseassssnsssnicssrarnssasos 14 -25 56 16,097 +5 -1 36 9,309 123 124 99

Industrial machinery equipment, supplies .

ALEETADULOTS s oa g enesessrrsnssssosansons ~10 -6 | 239 29,795 4 +l 1901, 40,4804 168 | 353 159
Middle AblantiCesccincssronssesensnane w25 ~14 45 5,165 ~3 0 30 5,377 163 125 128
Test Nurth CentrAl.cesrscensoscererccncans =15 -15 54 5,780 -8 ~3 48 7,386 140 130 133
Weat North Cenxbral.svisriceséscscoocrcanns -7 ~16 13 1,944 +2 -2 12 3,133 172 188 145
South ALLADBLC s nessoresnrsrsassocornrone S -7 ~2 22 4,335 ~13 7 15 6,585 200 220 178
East South Centralisscecsvssses vera ~1 -4 13 1,926 | (x) {x) (=) (x) {x) (x) {x)
Weat South Central.... e +8 +9 50 7,177 +6 +3 45 12,055 173 81 184
PACIfiC s vorenrrsoncsssveavnonstceinoaceas -15 ° 32 2,428 -9 ~3 27 3,042 167 173 179

x Tnaufficient data to show separately.
n.a. Cumiative trends not available for this classification.

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, ai cost, by totel gales for an ldentical group of firms reporting lmves-
tories in-conjunction with sales. Ho adjusiment 1s made in these celeulations for the markup of sales, which varies from trede to irade.

2 pztablishments reporting in thls suxvey are part of a probability semple repreeenting merchant vholeselers in all kinds of businees.
However, percentage changes ghown 4n table 1 and teble 2 ave compubed on an unweighted basis by summarizing those reports received 1n
time for tabulation and which provide data in each of the periocds for which comparisons are mede. Data may not necesserily represent
trends of all vholesalers but do Teflect the experience of thoae wholesalera reporting. ’ i

2 Heported values are shown merely as an indication of coverasge represented by the reporiing panel for s kind of buainess or a geographic -
aivigion. These should not be used for trend ¢omparisons with Teported values for other months because the reporting panel may very 4n
siue from month to month, 4 ding upon the number of reports received in time for tabuletion.

4 ot affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups.

5 Tnoliudés general-line electrical goods and apparatus wholesalers.

6 Potals include data for some kinds of business not ghown separately.

States comprisipg geogrsphic divisions

New Englend (Conn., Maine, Mags., N. H., R. I., Vt.) East South Central (Ala., Kf., Miga., Tenn.)
Middle Atientic (N. J., N. Y., Pa.) . West South Central (&rk., La., Okla., Tex.) :
East Nowth Central (IL1., Ind., Mich., Ohic, Wis.) South Central - East Soubh Centrsl and West South Oentral combined.

West North femtral {Iowva, Kens., Minu., Mo., Nebr., N. Dak., 5. pak.j Mowntain (Ariz., Colo., ldaho

Mont., Hev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
South Atlautic (Del., D. C., Fif., Ge., M., N.C., 5.C., Va., ¥.¥a.] Pecific (Calif., COreg., Yash. §
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Data shown in thils report are based on reports submitted by a revised reporting panel of over 6,000
merchant wholesalers representing firms in all parts of the country and various kinds of business. This re-
porting panel is part of a probability sample recently developed by the Bureau of the Census in order to
provide national dollar volume estimates of sales and inventories of merchant wholesalers by kinds of
business. These dollar volume estimates are now being compiled and will be introduced in the Monthly Whole-
sale Trade Report in the near future.

SALES

August 1954 sales of merchant wholesalers increased slightly (1%) above the previous month and were up
6 percent above a year ago. However, cumulative sales for the first eight months of 1954 were 3 percent be-
low the corresponding period of last year.

Five divisions experienced gains above the July level, with the largest increase (5%) noted in both the
New England and the Pacifiec divisions. The Mountain division reflected no change from a month earlier, while
three divisions showed declines--the sharpest drop, 10 percent, in the West South Central division. Compared
with a year ago, six divisions reported gains up to 9 percent, while three divisions showed smaller declines.

Most trades reported small to moderate increases over July 1954 sales. Dry goods and apparel whole~
salers, piece goods converters, and jewelry wholesalers enjoyed substantial seasonal increases (26%.to 63%).
On the other hand, there were also some significant sales declines from the previous month, particularly
among fresh fruit and vegetable wholesalers (21%), inedible farm products merchants (16%), and specialty-
line grocers (15%). Compared with August a year ago, sherp declines were still noted for iron and steel
serap dealers (30%), waste materials dealers (25%), and coal wholesalers (21%). However, 2 trades reported

August salesat higher levels than a year ago--the principal increase (29%) being experienced by construction
materials distributors. ' :

INVENTORIES :

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the endof August rose slightly (1%) above a month earli-
er but were down 4 percent below stocks on hand August 31, 1953. Based on reports of establishments sub-
mitting inventory figures in conjunction with sales data, the August 1954 stock-sales ratio of 135 percent
was 1 point below the previous month and 10 points lower than the August 1953 ratio.

By geographic divisions, the principal change in inventories- from a month earlier--m increase of 6 per-
cent-~was shown by the New England Division. Compared with a year ago, all but two geographic divisions

noted lower inventories. The Middle Atlantic and the West South Central divisions, however, reported stocks
about the same level as a year ago.

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—TRCNDS 1M SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Table 1.--TRENLS IN SALES AND IMVENTORIES OF MERCHANT- WHOLESALERS:

UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSIMESS

AJGUST 1954
_ Bales [fnveniory, end-of-month {at cost) Stock-sales
Percent change fugust 1954 panel Percent August 1954 panel (z‘;ﬂ'ggt
i chenge,
Kind of businese fugust 1954 18 mo, {Number of |p oo || August 1954 | Number of
from-— 1954 extab- c-lgll ar frome— esiab- Rzp]oited .
—{ from |listments | _oviC s Lishments| GO3+er, || Aug ; fug.  July
sug. jJuly |8 mo. | w eport— fug. July report- values 1954 11953 11954
1953 1954 [1953 ing? {add 000) }| 1953 | 1954 ing? {adad 000)
United States, 10t8leeicerranconnannaes +6 +1 -3 ,935 [$1, 587,655 4 +1 4,971 1,608,331 135 14 136
Grocery, confectionery, meat whol#salers..... +3 -6 +3 655 227,430 +6 4 485 129,501 85 7 83
General-line grocery wholesaleTs.seesaraese f 45 +1 +6 325 112,515 4% +3 281 WENEE] 103 109 102
Nonaffiliated®....... T I +5 -2 | 215 34,615 +8 +5 202 37,350 121 13¢ 122
Voluntary group.e..... 0 T-5 +8 89 41,273 +2 +1 66 27 ,680 94 93 83
Ref;ai-ler—cooperative tessnanraennnas +13 +4 +10 16 36,132 0 -2 9 10,527 g0 99 89
Specialty-line grocery wholesalerS... +1 =15 +1 153 80,776 +10 -13 90 47,318 87 61 a3
Confectionery wholesalerS. . eceuecnens +1 -8 -1 &7 5,229 +12 -8 38 1,618 65 53 68
Meat, meat products wholesalers.......... s 0 +1 -2 110 28,906 +3 +1 77 4,792 22 20 22
Kéible farm products ALSETIBULOTS vr v e e veses ) ~11 -3 458 105,993 =5 =5 372 32,564 38 26 33
Dairy, poultry products distributors....... -8 -6 =3 219 72,935 =7 -5 182 23,783 37 28 37
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalerS.vesessss -1 =21 -1 239 33,458 +1 -1 190 §,781 32 22 26
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers.... +1 7 -1 =3 232 65,435 42 +2 189 75,717 130 149 127
Beer AiStribUlorScscessvacarsesnasscerenses +3 -6 <1 110 13,004 13 = 86 AT 37 2
Wine, distilled spiriis wholesalerS........ +1 +1 -3 122 52,431 +2 +2 103 71,563 152 17 150
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalers +6 +5 -2 510 119,541 +2 +1 358 155,560 158 176 164
Drug wholesalers (geveral and specialty
1ines)easeiencnvenesanecnonsnsacnscnansons +5 +4 -1t 253 88,667 +1 +2 204 133,550 172 193 176
Industrial chemicals,explosives wholesalers +7 +7 -5 166 26,431 +20 =2 17 17,784 96 75 106
Paint, vernish wholesalerS.ccsvvsvesssssses ! 45 o -2 91 | Ay443 Q -9 37 4,226 215 191 235
Tobacco distributors. arranne POPO cesenaan ¥2 -3 -2 T133 31,973 +4 4 7 11,399 63 55 63
Drv goods, apparel wholesalerS.:.,s-eveersvas ~L 431 7 316 96,015 -6 -1 154 119,630 222 236 301 -
* Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholeselers +3 +62 -5 84 14,770 -20 =12 35 6,736 4 132 245
Dry goods wholesalers(genez-al and speelalty . .
1iNeS)veieevrsrovencionas T sasseserrvees -3 +27 -8 143 43,021 -5 =1 76 77,687 253 252 331
Piece goods converters...... seratnecnsrenae o +26 | n.a. 89 38,223 -8 42 39 35,207 194 237 261
Furniture, home furnishings 'uholesalers tnsans Q +20 -7 170 25,307 -8 +1 109 30,675 180 193 213
Furniture vholesalersiieeca-icesss -8 +171 m.a. 23 8,193 -3 38 P2 9,353 143 178 189
Home furnishings, floor coverings whole- .
881ETSeaseressnncanes R veesoen +2 +21 | n.a. 86 17,114 -10 -2 65 21,322 17 201 224
Paper, allied producits wholesalers. +10 +12 +2 298 49,734 +6 -1 205 42,784 1049, 92 118
Paper wholesalerS.s.siesss (SR +9 +10] n.a. 175 21,457 +8 =1 149 35,188 94 9 104
Stationery, wallpaper wholesalerS...os...... | +16 +22 | T.a. 119 8,277 Q -2 56 3,596 189 279 266
Inedible farm products merchantSh...eseeerses +8 ~16}| mn.8. 113 98,840 +6 +11 85 65,129 105 28| - 90
futomotive wholesalers.i..... cieecesreracanne 0 -1} mn.a8. 407 33,605 -17 =2 287 54,596 192 233 192
Motor-vehicle distributorS..ccsvecncecesaas ) +23 +51 n.a. 57 8,022 +3 -5 40 6,313 84 g2 3
Antomotive equipment, tire—tube wholesalers -5y -3 -7 350 5,583 ~18 -2 247 48,283 230 275 224
Electrical, electrom.c , appliance goods . N R
diEtTIbULOTS 1as s sirasaresrnionesrrarunasees |L 49 ~1 =6 658 163,369 -15 -1 624 219,002 142 180 141
Electrical equipment, supplies wholesalers® [ +1L -2 4 498 120,662 ~15 ~2 485 161,901 136 pi) 135
Electrical appliances, TV and radio sets
and parts, and electronpic parts, equip-
ment distributorSesssssevscenes cerinarsras 0 +4 -12 170 42,707 -18 Q 139 57,101 161 183 163
Hardware, plumbing, heatiﬁg gocdsﬁholesalers 1 + -7 ‘504 110,812 4 0 368 216,523 221 235 230
HardwaTe wholesalerSes-ccecsssssosvecivocns -1 +4 -8 226 76,365 -6 a 149 160,378 236 253 246
Plumbing, beating goods distributors....... +2 +4% -6, 278 34,449 +8 0 212 56,145 188 i71 194
Lumber, construction materials distributors..| +15 +4 Y] 359 85,714 =1 -3 258 54,3G% 100 105 105
Lumber, millwork wholesalers...... eameseres | #10 +51 n.a. 27 64,977 -7 ~3 173 40,476 107 110 116 |
Construction materials distributors..,.....f +29 +31 n.a. 122 20,737 +15 +5 S 13,833 84 @3 gL
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors.. ~2 41 =7 1,025 101,270 -4 4% 759 177,255 212 208 204
Air conditioning, commercial refrigeration i
eguipment distributors....... eovreseceann +2 -~11 *2 il 4,623 +6 +2 48 3,603 95 190 87
Gowrereial mechines, equipment distributors +1 -121 n.a. 100 6,584 -1 v 66 8,153 178 138 - 138
industrial machinery, equipment, suppiies
NOUBEB s esssrnorsusnae revasamsenae -6 -3 ~10 265 33,7%4 ~3 -1 133 63,578 234 198 225
rrofessional equipment, supplies houses" ees | F1B +12} mn.a. 315 20,352 +15 +21 249 36,639 20L 212 189
Surgieal, medical, hospital supply houses +5 - -1, 42 2,891 +2 +2 27 3,496 183 181 173
Gervice ostanllsl.ment equipmént, supplies .
BOUSEB. easarrsaoas recasrsienn +8 +9 48e 83 6,703 -1 +3 56 6,751 172 201 164
Other machinery, equipment dlstrlbutors. oo -9 13 meams 130 29,964 -12 o] 147 58,531 226 226 229
Metals, metalwork {except scrap) distributors -8 0 ~16 192 80,742 +6 4 137 79,834 1?2 ‘134 154
Iron, steel and products distributors...... -8 +13{ m.a. 115 29,468 +10 Q 78 51,072 247 236 265
Honferrous metuls dlstributors......cevevses -8 61 n.a. w 51,274 o +12 52 28,762 90 el 84
Iron-steel scrap, vaste materials dealers.... | =31 451 MNed. 191 26,008 +22 +7 116 14,702 105 61 108
Iron-steel scrap dealerSesescessessscssesse | =36 G n.a. 105 17,025 +2d +5 62 9,397 117 5 11
Waste materials dealerSe.sservecrsasencsses| =25 +14 | D.2. -86 8,983 +16 +9 54 5,312 28 63 102
Other merchant wholesalers®.........c.evveuse -9 +12| n.a. 604 108,377 5 5 321 84,199 1200, 111 1%?
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers. +10 10T Mad. 102 11,234 +13 -2 72 15,769 <167 158 187
Book, periodical, neuspaper wholesaler ~14 494 n.a. 86 8,852 ~10 o 24 2,967 119‘ 153 136
Coal wholesalerSeeserssvroversos Cevesesnenst =21 +14 -15 188 43,312 +9 +8 93 24,985 88 57 ‘{-’o
Farm supplies wholesalerSc.... ~1 -4 +8 i2 27,471 +3 +7 91 21,422 97 8z 86
Jewelry wholesalers,..... vemae ~7 +32 ~12 103 12,508 +7 +7 51 19,056 239 212 277

See page 4 for footnotes. -




Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

AUGUST 1954

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS
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Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales ratios!
Percent August. 1954 panel Percent Mugust 1954 panel {percent
Kind of business change, Namber of change, Tmher oF
and - August, 1954 tab Reported August 195 eh * | Reported
geographic division from— || dollar from—- 1 iongens | dollar
ishments| o 0 oe? ishme?ts values? || August Anguft July
August |.July report-. . Bugust | July repor &~ 1934 1953 | 1954
1953 | 1954 ing? 1 (oaa cooy || 1953 | 1954 ing (add 000)
Merchant WhOLeSalerS.c.vu.sieuennnnsn,. | +6 +1 6,935 [$1,587 655 = +1 4,971 121 608,331 135 145 136
New England...,.....,. . =1 +5 [A:5] 96,180 -1 +6 303 121,022 172 168 172
Middle Atlantic.,. . +1 +1 1,847 533,2¢6 0 -1 1,123 370,676 104 105 108
East North Central..... . . -3 +2 1,437 299,151 -6 0 1,087 317,102 132 140 136
West North Cemtral...,.. fes . +4 -1 617 150,428 ~3 +1 450 189,826 148 163 145
South Atiantic.......... ceeaase +2 +3 749 125,594 -8 +1 574 160,126 157 17 160
East South Central.. . ~3 ~dy 300 €8,227 -5 =4 1 233 84,561 159 178 159
West South Central. . +2 ~10 590 108,472 0 + 502 50,491 161 174 137
Mountain.......... . +9 [} 200 30,218 T -8 +2 164 45,813 181 176 179
Pacific.eainiisanian.,. +8 +5 7. 176,139 -8 0 535 168,711 13% 172 146
General-line grocery Wholesalersiveeesrann,a. +5 +1 325 112,519 +4 +3 281 75,773 103 109 102
Middle Atlantic..... reranes 33 +9 13 6,807 x) {x) [€3) (x) [£3) G T xy
East North Central........... +2 +1 113 23,920 -1 +2 101 14,768 100 111 99
West North Central........ +10 -5 81 25,822 +9 +1 78 24,318 95 85 S0
South Atlantic.......... +8 +8 18 4,002 +12 +6 15 3,976 115 120 118
East :South Central,.. ~19 +7 17 3,870 +13 -1 15 3,126 86 57 92
West South Central. -8 ~2 32 9,620 ~10 +2 X 3,980 94 110 a9
Mountain.......... . 0 4 19 4,708 ~9 +7 15 2,956 178 166 157
PaCi e st eiteiiiiiirnrannnainnnens +10 + 29 32,027 +17 +6 i6 10,646 114 152 124
Specialty-line grocery Wholesalers..ovesae,., +1 -15 153 80,776 +10 =13 90 47,318 87 61 83
New England.u.eevensecanran.s . 0 +2 i 2,056 +7 +5 7 808 107 109 10
Middle Atlantic.....e... . +4 =17 &9 54,780 +19 =14 39 32,096 76 41 7L
East North Central... Ceieaon . -2 ~14 23 7,721 ~16 =14 13 9,275 123 164 124
West NOXth Central.u...veveess, . +22 +7 8 1,673 -1 ~6 4 366 50 5 52
South Atlantic..veeesseensenn +19 +8 10 937 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x)
West South Central........ .. ~14 7 .9 6,583 {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) |, {x}
LT B & L R PR =15 -23 13 2,540 +6 ~-12 9 1,697 113 85 108
Dairy, poultry products Aistributors.veean... ~8 -6 219 72,535 =7 ~6 182 23,783 37 28 .37
New Englend...., -8 ~1 19 4,554 -3 ~20 18 768 24 18 IR
Middle Atlantic.. -8 -4 63 21,191 -2 +2 45 6,068 35 27 35
East North Central -8 . ~12 55 24,031 +3 ~18 50 7,706 35 30 e
West North Central.. -26 -1 20 1,932 ~11 -3 16 1,173 66 16 67
South Atlantic.....,.. -9 ~1 16 2,508 -9 =11 13 949 40 37 45
South Central.. . +8 +2 12 1,749 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) ()| {x)
Pacific.................................... -7 -2 29 15,742 -30 +5 28 6,417 41 27 38
Fresh fruilt, vegetable Wholesalers..veeses... ~1 <21 239 33,458 +Hl ~1 190 8,781 32 22 26
 New England...seeeiseneennes +1 ~24 18 1,17% x) (x) x) “{x) (x) GO )
Middle Atlantic..,.....,.... -9 ~28 33 4,395 +3 -7 18 149 ) 3 4
Eest North Central., ~1 ~29 32 6,737 ~4 +3 24 695 15 7 11
West North Central.. +25 =17 15t 1,847 - +8 +6 8 240 1e 19 13
South Atlantic...... -5 ~13 24 1,882 +12 +3 i6 270 &4 64 61
East South Ceutral.... -5 -10 7 372 +39 8 5 55 15 12 13
West South Central.. rieeas -12 -22 32 6,245 -3 ~7 31 2,478 40 27 33
Mountain. . casesuneninanna.., +17 -14 22 1,823 2 +2 21 695 39 11 33
Fﬁcific.................................... +33 ~13 56 8,983 -10 +2 52 3,189 38 10 33
Drug wholesulers (general and specialty lines) +5 +4 253 88,667 +1 +2 204 133,550 172 193 176
New England................................ +5 -2 19 %,85C [9] 0 15 6,449 157 167 134
Middle Atlarmtic.,.......... . Q +5 53 20,028 +5 +1 41 27,792 176 165 186
East North Central.... . +2 +1 36 21,502 +3 +4 26 26,507 136 175 132
West North Central..,. . +6 +2 13 6,733 +2 +4 16 10,260 173 193 17
South Atlantie..,.. . +10 +7 45 12,067 -3 +2 39 19,516 184 209 194
South Central... ©+8 +9 46 10,844 +2 +4 28 15,112 220 221 234
PacifiCesssey..n +7 +7 24 10,916 +2 +1 23 19,248 182 197 191
Tobacea distributors.....;...;............... +2 -3 133 31,973 +4 -4 71 11,399 63 35 63
New England...,.... . 14 0 9 2,532 {x) {x) {x} {x} (x) T )
Middle Atlantic., . -1 0] 27 6,718 +11 +1 16 3,006 70 47 69
East North Central. . +10 -1 27 7,670 +5 =16 14 1,693 . 64 73 75
West North Central. . -1 ~6 11 2,158 +25 -10 .5 782 62 50 66
South Atlantic........ ~1 -6 25 7,057 +15 +3 17 3,016 61 46 56
Yest South Central....., . +4 =12 17 3,062 +15 .G 10 1,228 o1 48 43
PACIfiC.veauirsa... . +16 +6 15 2,652 || (x) (x) (x) (xS (x) {(x) | (x)
Dry goods, appsrel WNOlesalerS. i vrrinrnennsas ~1 +31 316 96,015 -6 -1 154 119,630 222 236 301
New EDELand.ssscnesrnsnnnnesn,, -10 %) 15 12,927 N} =2 E] 36,563 33 [ 300 757
Middle Atlantic..,.,., +2 +28 211 56,819 ~8 +2 94 43,125 191 224 242
East North Central..... theeienecaraans 4 +32 24 2,813 ~18 -4 17 3,532 149 165 209
West North Centralivevesseirnneninnsnsa, ~3 +29 13 12,142 -11 ~4 11 - 26,216 220 240 295
South Atlantic.......... taesreneren -8 +49 9 2,854 ~7 -9 6 4,112 153 152 255
South Central., . -5 +44, 28 3,829 ~12 +2 10 5,049 170 135 243
PRCITIC. (aasit caraeensin e +18]| 422 11 405330 (x) (x) (x) (x} {x) (=) | (x)
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers..,,.. Q +20 170 25,307 =3 +1 109 30,675 180 193 213
New Englard..... vaes . 18 +18 g 1997 (%) €3] (x}) {x) [€3) [N R3]
Middle AtYantic... . -3 +24 48 10,264 +8 1 20 5,524 152 140 195
East North Central . =8 +33 39 5,693 -9 +7 26 8,799 182 159 228
West NOTBh Central....vso.vores..... +13 +15 12 1,564 -4 +1 9 2,897 216 254 254
South Atlantic......... -15 ‘+16 4 959 ~16 +1 9 2,098 280 326 332
South Central.....,...... + 0 21 2,467 =11 +3 15 4,575 208 235 199
FE 3 R L R Ckvesevacen +9 +9 S22 3,331 -17 -9 22 5,091 153 195 183
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Table 2.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS~~Contimued

AUGUST 1954

Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-sales ratiosl.
i;gig:f August 1954 pamel Ei:fé: August 1954 paziel (percent)
August 1954 | Number of § Reported August 1954 { Number of | Reporied
Kind zg dbusiness from—- 1 estab- dnllarJ from-~ estab- doll:ar3
S0t et lishments | values lishments values”’ {|August | August] July
geographic division August | July reporg,- f August | July repor;:— 1954 1953 | 1954
1953 1954 ing (add 000) 1953 1954 ing (agd 000)

Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers.. -5 -3 350 $25,583 =18 =2 247 | $48,283 230 275 224
New ENgland...eeseseecvscsensssrsasssosnnss -12 -1 7 1,00 {x) (x) €3] (x) (x) x) (%)
Middle Atlantic.... -7 -3 . 56 2,717 -6 0 38 3,993 235 277 220
Fast Morth Central......eea.. 24 ~16 59 5,638 =34 ~4 45 11,803 229 256 197
West North Central....vaeevaes +11 ~7 22 2,484 ~19 o 14 5,154 241 335 234
South Atlantie... +2 +9 45 4,7384 - -7 -2 40 9,573 212 252 237
South Central... +8 -4 T4 4,586 -7 ~1 70 11,496 252 312 245
Mountain.es ... +4 121 27 1,439 (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) {x) (x)
PacifiCiecesssncees +10 +8 60 2,890 <1 © =2 19 1,767 192 228 206

Electrical, electronic,appliance goods

wholesalerSies.easeva +9 -1 668 . 163,369 =15 ~1 624 1 219,002 142 180 141
New Englandeeecsaaness +5 +1 44 9,368 -5 -1 40 14,422 168 185 172
Middle Atlantic..... -3 +4 116 29,896 -14 -1 99 42,972 155 179 162
East North Central. +6 +2 171 38,909 -1 +2 62| 52,608 1431 167 142
West North Central. +14 -8 61 17,802 -13 -4 55 19,560 130 160 117
South Atlantic..... . +9 <1] . 102 23,235 ~16 -4 96 30,604 1] - 138 181 . 141
East South Central.... +18 -3 36 7,361 -22 -7 34 9,111 127 192 132
Vest South Central.. +16 -17 59 13,343 ~16 -2 59 21,149 159 219 134

+16 +6 22 4,770 -14 +3 22 6,348 133 179 137
+23 +8 57 18,685 ~23 +1 57 22,228 119 185 127
-1 44 226 76,365 -6 0 149 | 160,378 236 253 246
~2 -9 5 7573 (x) {x) x) (x) {x) (x) (x)
+17 +14 21 4,622 -6 +7 4| 6,208 169 215 186
East North Central.... -6 +11 38 19,277 -10 -2 31 41,998 2211 239 250
West North Central..... +2 +e 63 14,100 -6 +3 15 29,564 237 262 239
South Atlantice,.ees.s -9 +5 23 5,166 . =6 +7 17 10,629 252 236 245
East South Central... -2 -1 21 13,063 -1 -3 20 29,720 . 279 225 234
West South Central....sveecsecannces 0 =7 27 7,807 -6 +2 25 14,087 234 272 209
Mountain.e.easssss -5 .0 6 1,445 (x) (x) (x) {x} (x) (x) (x)
PacifiC.iciacenncserasnanrcecssonscresnnnns +1 +6 . 22 10,126 -9 -3 19 23,037 293 323 319

Plumbing, heating goods wholesalers. SR +4 278 34,447 +101 - 0 219 56,145 188 168 194
New England . -9 +2 17 1,936 +20 0 10 5,442 358 332 366
Middle Atlantic...... -2 +7 85 8,859 +2 ¢} 61 11,436 168 176 177

+4 1 49 4,829 4 -2 38 8,571 188 141 214

+17 41 19 3,675 +8 -3 19 5,765 157 238 164

South Atlantic...ees +3 +5 57 9,907 +14 +2 46 15,2086 178 153 182
East South Central... setssrarasesecans +15 +8 14 2,434 +9 431 . 12 3,328 154 162 162

- West SOuth Centralesescecsssservsecsossensas -7 -16 24 1,742 ]} (x) (x) (x) (x) x) | (x) (x)
PacifiCeecsesnecssrarrcorennencrsanccnsroes -9 -2 7 598 -6 -2 6 1,623 274 266 272

Lumber, construction materials dealers....... +15 +4 359 85,714 -1 -3 258 54,309 100 105 105
New Englandescesscacssvsaenvessnvsciansonans +11 -3 36 7,445 28 +8 30 6,221 88 60 79
Middle Atlantic...... +27 -4 82 19,962 +10 § 0 64 12,294 80 g6 76
East North Central.... +14 +16 69 12,436 -10 -9 52 10,098 130 142 169
West North Central.... +11 +5 27 12,173 + +1 18 4,040 72 59 77
South Atlantie..... +11 +7 35 6,427 ~15 4 21 3,715 85 113 93
East South Centralisesssvecsssansescstnanne ~1 +10 14 2,620 ~10 ~1 11 1,499 120 153 138
Wect South Central.... +39 +1 39 6,601 -~11 -3 36 8,044 130 147 135
MOUNEAIN. s s eesvrnanses +25 -16 7 2,267 {| (x) (x) (x) (x) () | (=) ()
PaCifibecscecosesesnsstvtnsasancensssorernne +3 +14 50 15,783 +31 -2 21 6,856 149 143 177

Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies ’ X

Q18 tributorSeccesccacacasansessaacnssrrcnes -6 -3 263 33,744 -3 ~1 193 63,578 234 198 225
Middle Atlantice...sen -8 =5 70 6,379 -5 -3 44 7,359 180 185 . 178
East North Central.... =3 +10 42 3,481 +3 +1 33 4,783 132 183 193

+6 -13 25 2,599 -10 -6 13 2,646 165 173 157
South Atlantice.veevsnaen -7 o =7 27 4,654 -6 -7 20 7,231 152 211 199
South Centralecssesvecess -2 -2 47 6,004 -1 0 43 11,736 203 286 202
PAacifiCesicssssaseccsoorsosvrsncnsnorancene -9 -4t 36 7,725 +3 0 29 18,266 27 193 246

"

Insufficient data to show separately.

n.a. Cumilative trends not available for this classification. . .

Stock-sales retios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identlcal group of firms reporting inven-
tories in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculationms for the markup of sales, whiech varies from trade to trade.
Establishments reporting in this survey are part of a probability sample representing merchant wholesalers in 211 kinds of business.
However, percentage changes shown in table 1 and table 2 are computed on an unweighted basis by sumarizing those reports received in
time for tabulation and which provide date in each of the periods for which comparisons are made. Data may not necessarily represent
trends of all wholesalers but do reflect ilie expetience of those wholesalers reporting. .

Reported values are shown merely as an indication of coverage represented by the reporting panel for a kind of business or.a geograph:‘!.c
division. These should not be used for trend comparison with reported values for other months because the reporting panel may vary in
size from month to month, depending upon the tumber of reporis received in time for tabulation.

Not affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups. .

Includes general-line electrical goods, wiring supplies, construction materials, and apparatus wholesalers.

Totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately.

ur ~

L ARCRES

States comprising geographic divisions

New England (Conn., Maine, Mass., N. H., R. I., Vt.) £ast Bcuth Bentral (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.)

Middle Atlantic (N, J., N. Y., Pa.) . West South Central (Ark., ILa., Okla., Tex.)

East North Central (I11., Ind., Mich., Obio, Wis.) South Central - East South Central and West South Centrel
combined. '

West North Central (Iowa, Kans., Mimn., Mo., Nebr., N. Dak., S. Dak.) Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)

South Atlantic (Del., D. C., Fla., Ga., Mi., N. C., £. C», Va., W. Va.) Pacific {(Calif., Oreg., Wash.)
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‘ REPORT ’

 SEPTEMBER 1954 e N oRASE
SALES AND INVENTORIES

Data shown in this report are based on reports submitted by a reporting penel of over 7,000 merchant
vholesalers representing firms in all parts of the country and various kinds of business. This reporting
panel is part of a probability sample recently developed by the Bureau of the Census in order o provide
national dollar volume estimates of sales and inventories of merchant wholesalers by kinds of buasiness., These

dollar volume estimates are now being compiled and will be introduced in +the Monthly Wholesale Trade Report
in the near future.

SALES

September 1954 sales .of merchant wholesalers showed a seasonal increase of 6 percent above the previous
month., However, shles were down 5 percent from a year ago, and cumulative sales for the first nine months
of 1954 were 3 percent below the corresponding period of last year.

Seven geographic divisions reflected moderate to substantial sales increases over the level of the pre-
vious month, the largest gain being registered by the East South Central Division (23%). The West South
Central Division showed no change from previous month sales, while the Mountain Division indicated a slight
decline (24). Compared with = year ago, increases were noted in the Pacific Division (6%) and.in the West
North Central Division (3%). All other divisions showed declines, the largest being registered by the Middle
Atlantic (8%) and East North Central (11%) Divisions. )

Most trades reporied increases over August 1954 sales, Substantial increases weére registered by in-
edible farm products merchants (24%), confectionery wholesalers (214), end electrical appliances distribe
utors, (21%4). However, 13 trades showed declines from August levels., Industrial machinery equipment and
supplies houses, down 11 percent, reported the prineipal decrease in sales. Compared with September 1953
sales, sharp declines were noted for iron and steel scrap dealers (42%) and for industrial chemicals whole-
salers (22%). While wmost trades reported September 1954 sales below a year ago, 14 trades did indicate
gains, :

INVENTORIES

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of September showed no change from the previous
month but were down 4 percent below stocks on hand September 31, 1953. Based on reports of establishments
submitting inventory figures in conjunction with sales data, the September 1954 stock-sales ratio of 130 per-
cent was 4 points below the previous month and 2 points lower than the September 1953 ratio.

By geographic divisions, thé principal change from the previous month was an inerease of 6 percent in
the East South Central Division. Three divisions showed swmaller increases, three others mnoted declines,
while the East North Central and Pacific Divisions remained at about the same level. Only one division, the

West South Central, reported inventories higher than a year ago (4%). The West North Central Division

showed no change in inventories, and declines were registered in all others.

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—TRENDS 1N SALES AND INVEMTORIES
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Table 1.~-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORTES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

SEPTEMBER 1954

Sales Inventory, end-oit-month (at cost) Stock~sales ratios?
Percent change |September 1954 panel P;:;;nt September 1954 panel (percent)
3 Q,
Kind of business Sept, 1954 9 mo.| Number of| Reported | Sept. 1954 | Number off Reported ;
from— 1954 estab- dollar £20M— egtab- dollar Sept. |Sept A
from | 1ishwents| values® 1ishuents| véalues? 1‘;&' gg i 13%;
Sept.| Aug. | 9 mo.| report- Sept. | Aug. roport- = :
1953 | 1954 | 1953 ing? |(add 000) J1953 | 1954 ing? | (add 000)
United States, t0talesscerecacracaannas -5 +6 -3 7,747 $1,946,801 -4 0 5,425 $1,807,45L | 130 132] 134
Groecery, confectionery, meat wholesalers..... =3 +5 +2 1,408 431,509 +11 4 1,076 251,814 86 71 9%
General-line grocery wholesalerS....cevesss 42 +6 +5 543 143,646 +10 -1 441 - 96,443 120 126 128
Nonaffiliated®..c.u... trsaersrrnsens -2 +12 -2 360 47,063 +18 -3 353 56,791 149 142 168
Voluntary groupes.c.e. +1 +3 +7 114 57,500 =3 +1 53 29,709 95 110 98
Retailer-cooperativee.vesieicnues +7 + +10 16 34,820 +11 +5 9 9,943 90 106 86
Speclalty-line grocery wholesalers. © =10 +3 0 197 111,960 +15 -9 116 52,938 70 37 79
Confectionery wholesalerSsveesesss -5 +21 -2 74 6,815 0 +9 36 1,569 75 73 72
Meat, meat products wholesalers. s e +9 -2 104 29,705 11 ~15 68 4,421 21 21 26
Edible farm products disbributors.e..escenses =7 0 -3 - 508 126,317 13 =1 352 29,788 33 2% 34
Dairy, poultry products distributors....... =10 +2 ~4 277 93,158 ~16 -3 193 21,404 33 26 35
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalerS..eseesss 0 -3 -1 231 33,159 +3 +6 159 8,384 34 18 31
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers.... -1 +8 -3 286 91,273 -5 +3 222 107,989 148 158 163
Beer distribuborSiveceercrscarcroscerrensoes -12 -7, -3 100 9,067 -2 -6 77 3,707 53 38 52
Wine, distilled spirits wholesalerSes..o... 0 +10 -3 186 82,206 -5 43 145 104,212 159 171 178
Drugs, chemicals, sllied products wholesalers 4] +8 -2 518 136,644 -2 +1 371 151,336 141 163 151
Drug wholesalers (general and speclalty . .
1INes) venneseerannrscasnrncreranoncennnase +2 +11 0 258 100,390 -2 +2 198 123,979 }48 172 163
Industrial chemicals,explosives wholesalers | -22 -2 -7 165 31,119 -3 ~1 118 22,420 106 95 106
Paint, varnish wholesBlerS.ceeveerecacneans -1 43 ~1 95 5,135 -9 -5 55 4,937 173 204 188
TObRCEO AESETIDULOTS s s aencrrrseesvennenosnos 4 +6 -2 183 45,187 +4 +3 114 19,832 62 59 63
Dry goods, apparel wholesalerSesceeserssessns -5 +1 ~6 340 112,885 -8 Q 162 148,705 199 219 202
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalers 0 -6 -4 84 14,771 -13 +2 42 10,755 158 140 159
Dry goods wholesalers{general and specialty
1InES) crvaecsnrarearssaransesconisnsannsns +2 +10 -7 149 48,079 -9 -5 731 75,487 202 229 239
Plece 0008 CONVEPLEIBreeseresnvsosrvocenss =15 -5 | n.a. 107 50,035 =7 +7 47 62,463 204 221 173
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers...... -1 +10 -1 220 31,960 -7 -1 124 31,583 157 169 173
Furniture WholesSalerSeseesssessesosronnanos -1 +8 | n.a. B0 9,218 = = 46 8,138 || 137 | 144 | 148
Home furnishings, floor coverings whole~ .
SBLerBecusrcesvansrsssancrassnsnnocassasns -1 +11 | n.a. 140 22,742 -6 0 78 23,445 166 182 184
Paper, allied products wholesalers... +1 -2 41 295 60,157 -7 -4 228 57,911 107 98 110
Paper WhOLeSaLerSeeesusssrererassasasensons +1 -2 | n.a. 191 52,956 -9 -5 170 49,887 100 911 104
Stationery, wallpaper wholesalerSeessosnsas +5 G| n.a. 104 7,201 +6 -1 58 8,024 180 182 180
Inedible farm products METCHANLS..eesenusses -9 | 424! n.a. 193 | 176,578 491 $10 137 138,8% | 156 125! 136
Automotive Wholeselers® «uevesesseesnnsenrense -2 +7 | _n.a. 450 41,406 ) 17 -3 3011 51,574 157 265 178
Automotive .equipment, tire-tube wholesalers -8 s -8 400 28,141 -17 ~3 264 46,953 230 309 225
Electrical, electronic, appliance goods
e B R K c1E o) o I -6 +8 -6 657, 184,019 -9 +2 602 241,660 141 144 147
Electrical equipment, supplies wholesalers’® -8 +2 ~5 477 125,523 =12 +4 455 172,443 140 144 137
Electrical appliances, TV and radio sets
and parts, and electronic parts, equip-
ment distribuborSaeeereeesrenresecarscosns B3 B2 1R S 1 180 58,496 0 -1 147 69,217 || 145| 41| 176
Hardware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalers -31 +5 -8 458 112,743 -4 -2 284 196,121 210 199 227
Hardware WholeSAlerS. s nseeerenesenrssnnens -13 & -8 219 82,769 -6 -3 133 155,746 214 205 239
Plumbing, heating goods dlstributorS.es.... -2 -2 -5 239 29,97 +10 0 151 40,375 193 173 188
Lumber, congstruction materials distributors.. +16 +12 +2 407 %7 ,581 -2 -3 266 54,443 104 9% 109
Lumber, millwork wholes8lerS...sevessseesss +18 +15 | n.a. 232 71,888 4 -1 152 35,159 97 99 102
Construction materials distributors... . +11 +3 1 n.a. 175 25,693 +h -6 114 19,284 119 81 126
Machinery, equipment, supplies dlstributors.. ~4 -2 -6 1,138 123,063 ~5 -3 214 189,633 176 190 179
Ajr conditioning, commercial refrigeration 8
equipment d1gtributorSeeessscssonsssenens | +22 -3 4 87 5,137 || +23 -2 65 4,860 i 107 ) 159} 10
Commercial machines, equipment distributors 0] +10] n.a. 105 6,250 -6 +1 75 9,589 ) 173} 151) 192
Indusirial machinery, equipment, supplies
BOUSEE . 11 vevnesannvmnanssinensensnnsnnnes | =131 21| 11 33| 3006 ) -11| -2 a7l eyl 3| 172| 17
Professional equipment, supplies houses®... +2{ +2]| n.a. 269 25,224 | 417 -4 239 32,189 136| 155 160
Surgical,medical,hospital supplies houses -6 +h -2 41 6,354 +14 ~2 36 7,967 137 113 145
Service esisblishment equipment » supplies
HOUSES a4 aevsescsanaserecsanenasnnsssennsn 0 +5 | n.a. 82 6,025 -5 -3 51 7,058 141] 156 | 156
Other machinery, equipment distributors.... 0 -2| n.a. 217 35,067 | -11 -2 71 66,589 | 217| 239 220
145
Metals; metalwork (except serap) distributors -13 -1 -15 222 515,977 -2 =2 156 77,929 138 123
Iron, steel and products distributorgs...... ~11 -2 | n.a. 155 33,739 +5 -3 109 57,907 224 252 223
Nonferrous metals distributorS..ivsccsesen. ~14 0| n.a. 67 482,238 -15 0 &7 20,022 65 64 €
Iron-steel scrap, wsste materials dealers.... -26 +2] n.a, 206 40,433 1| 4311 +10 118 14,508 35 72 15’3
Iron-steel SCTap GA1ETS.esusnccerroanesses 42 01 n.a. 121 32,569 +41 +14 T4 12,107 53 69 pid
Waste materinls de8lerS.ieeeereraossmonenas +31 +11] n.a. 85 7,864 | +17 -6 44 2,401 65 79
Other merchant wholesalers®...v.evsveseessnes -7 #7 | n.a. 671 132,487 +9 +2 381 93,658 107 88 ﬁ;-
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalerS...... +3 +8 | n.a. 125 15,893 +16 ~1 96 20,085 141 128 e
Book, perlodical, newspaper wholesalers.... -15 +5| n.a. 98 9,927 -5 ~2 24 4,2,51 116} 121 -t
Coal WhOlesaler8eseeascecsnssassneccrosvara -9 91 -l 219 60,987 +22 +6 108 27,563 i 41 .
Farm supplies wholesalers. . 5 -3 +7 138 29,853 +9 +2 109 24,803 100 85 29
JeWelry WholeBalerSesereerstesrasannenassve ], +18 -10 91 15,827 -t +1 4 16,962 193 24 2
huhe - e r—— S

See page 4 for footnotes.




Table 2,-~TRENDS IN SALES AND TNVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

SEPTEMBER 1954

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED XKINDS OF BUSINESS

Page 3

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month {at cost)

Stock-saled ratios?

Porcent September 1954 panel Percent September 1954 panel {percent)
Eind :Jfldhusiness Se;ﬁngggl, Num:;a;' of Rgptl)ited Se;ﬁgg 2 Numl;e_xb- of' R(elpfﬁted
e egtab- ollar estab- ollar "
geographic division = lishments values? Lron—— lishwents| values? Slggz. ?;g; ‘ 1::;?4
Sept. | Aug. reporie Sept. | Aug. report-
1953 | 1954 ing? (add 000) | 1953 | 1954 ing® | (add 000)

Merchent wholesalers Cettssesreesiesaenn =5 16 7,747 141,946,891 e [0} 5,425 07,451 130 132 134
New England...... -1 +9 553 109,000 -5 ~4 366 117,349 135 146 155
Middle Atlantic...... -8 +5 1,830 632,873 -2 -1 1,071 406,796 101 94 104
East North Central.. -11 +4 1,518 378,409 ~7 0 1,099 348,798 119 121 123
+3 +3 770 177,484 0 -5 565 240,647 176 171 184
South Atlantic....... 4 +16 782 162,962 -7 +4 570 172,424 156 170 181
Eagl South Central... -3 +23 385 89,115 -8 +6 273 97,334 138 174 156
West South Central... ~4 ¢} 760 143,150 + +3 5921 175,232 165 154 157
Mountain....icevaennnn -1 -2 247 33,208 -4 +1 203 48,961 166 169 163
PacifiC.cevencasrannns +6 +5 902 220,690 -7 0 686 199,910 122 154 126
General-line grocery WhOlealeTSeeeessonsvann o 42 +6 543 143,646 +10 -1 441 96,443 120 126 128

New Efglonde.eeeeveeans Ceteecennas +10 +10 9 3,238 (%) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (%)
Middle Atlantic....... +5 +7 67 17,709 +4 -7 53 10,610 103 127 117
East North Central.. +2 + 109 20,436 ~1 +6 101 12,417 103 111 99
West North Central.. +2 +6 73 26,784 +35 -9 50 26,758 168 138 215
South Atlantic...... +1 +3 19 3,491 +9 +5 13 3,505 145 149 145
East South Central...... -1 +9 46 8,234 +3 -1 41 7,833 118 111 129
West South Central...... -t +9 82 16,785 10 +8 59 10,313 102 106 104
Mountain.......... eraans ~15 +1 21 2,442 -10 +3 17 3,328 166 149 161
+4 +4 117 44y 527 +7 +5 102 20,494 103 129 99
-10 43 197] 111,960]. 415 -9 16| 52,938 70| a7 79
~11 T2 93 82,853 +30 -8 53 36,970 59 25 66
~11 -4 25 8,494 -2 ~12 16 8,269 130 126 143

+ +4 12 1,4984 (x) (x) (x} (x) (x) (x) (x)

+13 -19 9 5244 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

+7 +7 14 6,800 (x) (%) (x) (x) (x) (x} (x)
-1 +20 25 7,659 ~-12 -29 15 2,403 53 56 89
-10 +2 277 93,158 =16 =3 193 21,404 33 26 35
=11 ~5 17 5,825 ~15 -8 15 662 22 12 23
=12 -16 74 28,092 -11 -6 50 5,761 33 24 37
-15 -1 64 26,472 -3 -5 46 6,359 30 26 31

+1 +1 18 2,578 (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
South Atlantic...eseeeenn. -7 +5 17 7,354 -2 +12 9 719 31 15 30
West South Central. +37 +26 9 1,333 +14 -2 7 388 43 30 50
Pacific.......u. ves +1 +3 64 18,928 -39 +2 48 4,783 27 34 28
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalers.. Q =3 231 33,159 +3 +6 159 8,384 . 34 18 31

New England..... . -13 ~2 22 1,5521 (x) {x) (x). - {x) {x) [€3] (x)
Middle Atlantic....vcauunn =12 +1 28 4,736 +23 +19 12 87 3 3 3
East Horth Central..... 4 =13 38 7,882 ~11 +10 20 875 21 12 - 15
West North Central +8 ~13 19 2,647 +23 +24 15 502 20 17 14
South Atlantic....... -8 +23 24 2,490 +13 +2 14 1,081 58 51 65

West South Central. +7 +14 12 5,182 (%) (x) {x) (x) (x) (%) (x)

PaCifiCersecrnnernn 412 -8 59 7,386 | (%) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x)
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty lines) +2 +11 258 100,390 -2 +2 198 123,979 148 172 163
New Englond.......... teesereneiana Cesrsanuee +6 +13 17 5,828 ~3 +5 ] 13 6,487 135 145 145
Middle Atlantica...seans.. s ~2 +12 64 18,847 +3 +2 41 18,806 144 150 158
East North Central........ e +1 +15 40 27,282 +3 0 33 29,162 { - 117 154 135
VWest North QEntral. teersoans aeveesnan +4 +14 18 7,691 +1 +5 17 11,367 166 178 177
South Atlantie.,..... rssaces +13 +14 31 11,021 -6 +5 26 15,013 178 195 180
East South Central...... creseven +1 +6 12 4,005 -6 +1 10 6,255 187 191 198
West South Central... -1 +4 37 9,673 =1 +2 20 10,442 197 198 209
Mountain.....vecuee.. -12 +1 12 3,281 -7 +5 iz 6,707 204 195 196
BT b i L, +6 +7 27 12,762 -1 +2 26 19,740 159 175 ie8
Tobaeco dlalributora.. e veecisereesansenseons ~4 +6 183 45,187 +4 +3 114 19,832 62 59 63
New England....... =7 +2 38 6,653 ~22 +10 17 2,479 66 74 . 61
Middie Atlantic... -3 +1 27 10,009 +21 -5 13 6,051 85 61 &9
East North Centralee.veesvernennsss -12 +5 -51 13,223 -2 +7 38 4,689 51 59 49
Weat North Central. -2 +9 16 3,224 -3 -1 9 985 45 58 49
South Atlantic..... +5 +13 26 7,910 +5 +14 19 3.869 66 64 &6
West South Central...oc.cuan... +6 +12 11 2,291 416 -1 8 941 44 40 50
Dry goods, apparel wholegalerS...eiveeseesssan =5 +1 340 112,885 8 0 162 148,705 193 219 202
Middle Atlantic..esyencnn.. eretsasaerens -10 —4 213 71,796 -8 +5 85 71,002 194 208 17
East North Central.. -10 +3 24 2,971 -9 +6 16 3,685 163 131 161
West North Central..... ~6& A 19 11,945 -14 -5 14 25,419 217 239 220
South Atlantic...... ~16 +1 16 3,372 -6 -8 10 44517 151 133 166
West South Central.. -8 -3 10 2,377 -9 +14 7 3,944 181 130 155
Pacific......... attesenarasss +43 +3 27 4,183 +4 +13 16 3,625 116 147 106
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers....... ~1 +10 220 31,960 -7 -1 124 31,583 157 169 173
New Englandececesaesecseceasensocoanss 4 +7 16 1,647 -12 +4 10 1,505 102 110 107
Middle Atlantie... -3 +10 62 12,992 +3 =1 32 8,263 145 136 162
Eest North Central.. -8 +19 A6 6,351 ~4 -1 31 7,339 158 1339 187
Weat North Central. +11 +12 14 2,504 -3 —d 8 2,903 183 220 214
South At1antiC..eviveenmesnsionanas 0 0 23 1,766 -18 +6 11 2,078 328 353 302
West Soth Central... +10 % 1% 1,885 -12 s} 5 2.426 154§ 194 | 160
PaCIfdC, s viasnrnrasnnrnisarnncsnsnnoersanrees ] +9 +5 20 3,463 ~12 -1 17 4,833 141 171 150

See page 4 for footnotes,
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Table 2.~~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENIORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGHAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS—Continued
SEPTEMBER 1954

Sales - Inventory, end-of-momth (at cost) Stock-sales ratios®
Kind of b Percent September 1954 panel Percent - September 1954 panel percent,
(a).nd usiness s e;?.‘n%;& Nu;n::;' of Rzggitsd s e;:?nigg 4 Number of Repgrted
estab- ar eatab~ dollsr
geographic division frome= . listments | values® Lroge- listmonts | velues® f;gz‘ ‘igg;" 11“552,
Sept. | Aug. report- Sept.| Aug, Teport-
1953 | 1954 ing? (ndd 000) || 1953 | 1954 2 (add 000)

Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers... ~8 4 400 $28,141 =7 =3 264 | $46,953 2301 309) 225
Middle Atlantic........ trrvesseaneneenesases] =3 +2 44 2,237 I (x) (x) x| & =) TG&Y | "(x)
East North Central. -25 0 46 5,591 §i » ~35 -6 25 8,150 250 374 254
West North Central. 0 -9 60 4,101 -16 -7 26 6,098 233 289 236
South Atlantic... -1 -7 . 72 5,286 -9 ~1 63 11,034 215 285 200
East South Central. -10 +1 43 3,277 -9 -3 41 5,544 172 250 179
West South Central.... -2 -7 56 3,036 -6 +1 52 7,965 290 302 266
Mounteinussvrrosnsvsnnnse +12 -2 33 1,666 || (x) x) {x) {x) (x} [63] (x)
PacifiC. ereiccnansocnctensnnrsonrescacarenans +1 -5 39 1,933 +27 -2 51 807 345 ‘330 335

Electrical, electronie, appliance g0088...ccass -6 +8 657 184,019 -8 +2 602 241,660 431 144 147
New England..ceececesssses -1 +20 47 11,166 ~10 -3 40 14,252 133 148 165
Middle AtlanidCesasecenss ~13 +14 109 40,042 -1 +1 93 | 50,252 146 135 162
East North Central..eecescenes -12 +10 118 40,215 ~12 +3 112 51,883 135 132 143
Wegt North Cemtraleesesevessss +9 +8 86 22,345 ~6 +2 T 28,461 149 148 155

“South Atlantic.csiceersanss ~8 +4 114 25,820 -11 +3 106 35,010 142 147 143
East South Centraleeisneses ~13 -6 33 6,067 ~20 +2 32 8,134 134 146 123
West South Central.... +4 +1 59 12,134 -7 +1 55 19,390 163 182 162
Mountain.sseeenseees +1 +2 26 - 5,046 =13 +1 26 6,745 134 155 135
PacifiCe.ceiaccuvsiesssccnaanecocosnsssnann -1 +1 65 21,184 =12 +6 61 27,533 132 146 126

Hardware wholeSalerS.siesassvesssoscassnenssneal —13 +8 219 82,769 -6 -3 133 155,746 214 205 239
Mdddle Atlentic..cecencsnas ~11 +17 B 19 5,625 =5 -2 12 7,807 173 153 207
Tast North Central..ceeeess <13 +9 30 18,506 ~10 ~3 21 32,068 192 207 215
West North Central.. .o -2 +3 58 17,197 4 - 15 33,862 216 231 238
South Atlentic...... P cevenseveennes -5 +10 24 6,263 -5 -2 17 11,312 231 233 261
East South Central......... csesssensaas -2 +8 22 14,214 -6 -2 20 28,826 206 205 228
West South Central..eeevesas asasisenens -6 +2 33 ’ 8,167 =3 -7 19 11,426 221 259 231

resaneesnces| 410 +36 7 1,638 +10 1 -1 6 4,125 254 260 349
£ S -3 +6 23 10,293 =10 -2 20 24,543 268 293 291

Plumbing, heating goods wholesalerSeesesscasas -2 -2 239 29,974 +10 | 0 | 151 | 40,375 193 173 188
tlddie At1antiC.ssssansssonernrescanaran -7 +1 €6 7,479 +# |42 23 5,632  186| =211 192
East North Central........

srusesnscanans +1 1. 0 38 3,500 -9 ~1 33 6,785 198 200 203

West North Central........ cren +8 ~7 27 3,467 +22 1 26 7,080 205 179 193

South Atlentic.....

-6 +1 43 7,242 +23 -0 . 24 8,647 166 122 165
East South Central... -9 -7 12 2,1490 (x) {x) (x) (x) (z) {x) (x)
West South Central..... +28 10 17 1,440 +11 +1 13 2,807 263 321 225
MOUNERIN v oneeeonennansavon 49 43 6 492 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x)
PacifiCeiasscsneversasesnssssesnssrocacannnn -2 -5 22 3,384 <7 +2 12 4,804 212 231 187
Lumber, construction materials dealerSi.iass..| +16 +12 407 97,581 -2 -3 266 46,443 104 94 109
New England.ceeeevecossnncasesssnnsans +2 -6 21 - 6,289 ~23 0 15 4,932 89 60 85
Middle Atlanticeiesacsees +10 +12 91 23,685 4] ~12 66 9,845 64 66 78
Eest North Central... +9 +8 110 17,751 -8 . -6 48 7,030 108 124 117
West North Central. +20 +15 | - 28 14,143 -1 4 18 3,644 68 82 68
South Atlantic..... 0 by 36 5,331 -5 -1 27 |- 3,161 85 103 84
Eagt South Central... 0 +14 15 3,669 =11 =1 10 1,191 88 135 9%
West South Central.csssesescneaass +32 +3 41 6,043 =13 +2 37 7,610 134 125 135
MOUDERIN e evnrecasescsensncoess +30 -1 7 2,314 |} (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PRCALLIC v ascnsensanssscnacsrscnsssansonavass] 437 +33 57 18,356 +17 +4 41 ‘7,630 107 138 117
Industriel machinery, equipment, supplies .

AISEPIDULOrB 4 v esasvosivsssoasancsncasaencasnssl =13 =11 337 39,006 || -11 -2 277 61,381 183 172 167
Middle Atlantic.... -34 +14 39 4,057 -15 0 24 3,431 112 95 124
East North Central.c.se. ~21 <7 79 9,504 =21 -8 65 14,255 180 17 187
West North Ceniral.... -3 -8 43 3,229 +2 0 40 4,491 142 150 145
South Atlantic...ies.. -3 +12 23 4,184 -2 -1 15 5,087 168| . 198 186
Eest South Centrels.ec.sess -15 +7 10 1,123 {f (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
West South Central...eceens -7 28 97 11,408 -6 -2 90 24,637 224 243 163

" Mountainee.seesss -10 ~13 19 2,992 {l (x) (x) (x} (x) (x) (x) (x)
PBCITICiccesesasssnrcanarvsnsevenssssrsosna] =36 25 13 871 Il {x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x)

% Insufficient dnte to show separately.
n.2, Cumilative trends not sevailable for thls classification.
1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inven-

tories in conjunction with sales. No adjustmént is made in these caleulations for the markup of sales, which varles from trade to trade.

Establishments reporting in this survey are part of & probability sample representing merchent wholesalers in all kinds of business.
However, percentage changes shown in table 1 and table 2 are computed on an umnweighted basis by summarizing those reports received In
time for tabulation and which provide data in each of the periocds for which comparisons sre made. Data may not necessarily represent
trepnds of all wholesalers but do reflect the experience of those wholesalers reporting.
Reported values are shown merely &s an indication of coversge represented by the reporting panel for & ¥ind of business or 4 geographic
division. These should not be used for trend comparison with reported values for other months because the reporting panel may vary in
size from month to month, depending upon the number of reports received in time for tabulation. )

4 Not affiliated with volunteiy groups or cooperative groups.

Includes general-line electrical goods, wiring supplies, construction materiels, end apparatus wholesalers.
6 7Totais inelude data for some kinds of business not shown separately.

w

States comprising geographic divisions

New Englend (Coon., Maine, Mass., M. H., B. I., V§.,) Fest South Centrsl (Ala. Ky., Miss., Tem.)
Middle Atlantic (N. J., N. Y., Pa. West South Central (Ark., Ia., Okla., Tex.)
Eagt North Central (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohlo, Wis.) South Central - East South Central and West South Centrel

combined.
Weat North Central tIm, Xans., Mimn., Mo., Nebr., N. Dak., 8. Dak.) Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., N. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
South Atlsntic (Del., D. C., Fla., Ga., Md., N. C., S. C., Va., W, Va.) Pacific (Calif., Oreg., waah.S
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Data shown in this report are based on reports submitted by a reporting panel of over 9,500 merchant
wholesalers representing firms in all parts of the country and various kinds of business. As a result of
more intensive collection procedures, the number of firms submitting reports in time for this tabulation was
substantially larger than in the previous surveys. The reporting panel is part of a probability sample
.recently developed by the Bureau of the Census in order to provide national dollar volume estimates of sales
and inventories of merchant wholesalers by kinds of business. These dollar volume estimates are now being
compiled and will be introduced in the Monthly Wholesale Trade Report in the mear future.

SAIES

October 1954 sales of merchant wholesalers showed no change from the previous month, but were down 3 per-
cent from sales a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first ten months of 1954 were 3 percent below the
corresponding period of last year.

Most geographic divisions showed litile or no change in sales from the previous month. The most significant
change, an increase of 7 percent, was reported for the New England Division. Compared with a year ago, in-
creases of 1 to 4 percent were noted in 4 geographic divisions, while declines were shown in 5 divisions.
The East North Central Division showed the sharpest drop (9%) from a year ago.

The number of trades reporting increases over September 1954 sales was only slightly higher than ‘the
number showing decresses. Substantial increases were registered by jewelry wholesalers (26%), iron and
steel scrap dealers (23%), waste materials dealers (16%), and piece goods converters (13%). The largest
decline was reported by motor-vehicle dealers (28%). Compared with sales for October 1953, 10 trades in-
dicated gains; among these, dry goods wholesalers (19%), air conditioning and refrigeration equipment distrib-
utors (16%), and lumber and illvork vholesalers (16%). The October sales of most trades, however, vere

below a year age. Noted among the more significant declines were paint and varnish wholesalers (26%) and
motor-vehicle distributors (21%).

INVENTORIES .

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of, October showed a slight (1%) increase over the
previous month but were down 5 percent below stocks on hand October 31, 1953. Based on reports of establish-
ments submitting inventory figures in conjunction with sales data, the October 1954 stock-sales ratio of 131
percent was 1 point above the previous month but 1 percent lower than the October 1953 ratio.

By geographic divisions, the East South Central Division continued +to register the principal change from

the previous month, an increase of 8 percent. Smaller increases were noted in the South Atlantic (5%), West

South Central (2%), and Pacific (2%) Divisions. The East North Central Division showed no change in stocks
from previous month, but four other divisions reported small declines of 1 or 2 percent. Compared with
_;tocks a year ago, declines were reflected in all but one division--the West South Central, up 3 percent.
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Table 1.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLKSALERS:

UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

OCTOBFR 1954
Sales Inventory, end-of-month {at cost) {l.. 1
x Svock-sales ratios
Percent change October 1954 panel Percent Jctober 1954 penel (percent)
change,
Kind of business Oct. 1954 |10 mo.| Number of} Reported Oct. 1954 Number of | Reported
£70om-—- 1954 eatab- dollar3 Frome- estab~ uollar Get. } QOct, [Sept.
from | lishments| values: 1lishments values 1954 | 1953 | 1954
Oct. | Sept.[10 mo.| report- Ozt. |Sept. report-
1953 | 1954 | 1953 ing? | (add 000) I 1953 {1954 ing (add_000)
Merchant wholesalers, totale..vvieeess- -3 o] -3 9,549 §#2,236,823 -5 41 6,849 $2,113,023 131 132 130

Groeery, confectionery, meat wholesalers.... =3 -4 +1 1,094 316,332 +1 -2 844 177,213 81 76 78
General-line grocery wholesalerS...seven.- 0 0 +5 586 147,992 +6 +1 511 116,534 118 119 116

Nonaffiliated4. venn -5 -1 -3 452 61,384 +12 -2 404 74,127 148 135 123

Voluntary groups..... P +3 0 +6 124 55,847 -2 +4 3103 38,242 92 101 38

Retailer-cooperatives.seeennen s +9 +1 410 10 30,761 §f (x) (x) (x) (%) (x) (x) (€3]
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers ~4 -8 -1 273 124,067 -7 ~7 176 52,640 59 54 58
Confectionery wholesalerSeeseesareses -8 -4 -3 8g 7,605 +3 +2 51 1,66% 56 48 54
Meat, meat products wholeselers....e-eese.d -13 -6 -4 146 36,668 -6 -5 106 6,370 22 21 22

Edible farm products distributors........... ~6 Q -4 723 177,223 =7 +1 450 42,581 38 29 7
Dairy, poultry products distributors -8 =1 -5 507 147,059 -6 -1 327 37,127 41 34 40
Fresh,fruit,; vegetable wholesalewS.....cusf +4 +1 ~1 218 30,264 -15 +18 123 5,454 26 18 22

Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers.... -6 +6 -3 323 98,718 -7 +6 272 123,484 153 157 152
Beer distribuborSeicesesacccnscancosasraed ~1 -9 -3 112 11,029 -19 0 102 5,172 53 63 48
Wine, distilled spirits wholesalerS....... -6 +9 -3 211 87,689 -6 +7 170 118,312 167 165 169

Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalers =1 0 -2 604 144,936 -3 0 439 169,050 147 163 146
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty

1ines) seraernersareans Cesstamesransaaes ool -2 0 -1 277 103,618 -2 +2 224 139,481 159 180 156
Industrial chemicals,explosives wholesalers +5 +2 -6 17 34,892 ~6 -6 124 23,975 100 106 108
Paint, varnish wholesalers..c.resriascicsss ~26 <6 -5 150 6,426 -8 -3 21 6,594 174 118 171

Tobacco distributors..... Meseracenreraenien -5 -6 -2 224 49,409 +1 +1 108 20,101 66 62 62

Dry goods, apparel wholeSalerS....c.scsessensl -6 +3 -5 375 48,081 -11 1 186 147,877 210 258 223
Clothing, furnishings, fooiwear wholesalers -2 -3 -4 96 14,547 Q +9 38 9,930 195 186 186
Dry goods wholesalers (general and specialty

EEE 1Y ) O +19 +3 4 171 34,336 ) -1 96 76,566 188 250 196
Piece goods converters -9 +13 =7 108 49,198 -19 +2 52 61,381 250 287 284

Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers...... -5 +2 =6 249 34,421 ~5 +1 169 39,843 173 171 171
Furniture wholesSalérSiacecsorraovrcresnacad ~1 +10 | n.a. 82 7,451 e + 53 B8.839 195 201 <02
Home furnishings, floor coverings whole- .

SAleTSesearens sevecsossansessraciesnaranans -6 +2 § n.a. 1567 26,970 -7 0 116 31,004 168 164 165

Paper, allied products wholesalers........... 0 +1 41 425 71,819 =7 0 333 67,942 109 105 102
Paper WholesalerS..vereenasascsosas “sracd ¢} -1 n.a. 271 61,766 -8 [¢] 233 58,089 103 96 101
Stationery, wallpaper wholesalers. .ol +4 +10 | n.a. 154 10,053 -2 -2 100 9,853 171 216 186

Inedible farm products merchantS......cosce.s =12 +5 1 n.a. 195 167,486 +11 +10 135 117,068 121 85 122

,

Automotive wholesalers....... sesnsecansenanea =12 ~13 1 n.,a, 537 53,544 =23 -9 380 62,857 140 163 127
Moior-vehicle distributors.,..covenvscae PR =21 -28 | n.a. 56 24,636 -25 ~17 53 17,903 73 5? 2
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers) -6 +4 -7 481 28,908 -16 -5 327 44,954 220 257 235

Electrical, electronic, appliance goods .

AistTibULOTS e ssrvasraesncsoarnascsosassanes -1 ~2. =6 758 201,017 -2 +1 674 265,311 145 155 139
Electricdl equipment, supplies wholesalers -2 -3 -5 500 124,611 ~11 +3 483 179,345 148 160 140
Electrical appliances, TV and radio sets

and parts, and electronie parts, equip~ ) .
ment distributorSeccereracsncinsoenncncess +2 o=k -8 258 76,406 -5 -1 191 85,966 141 193 139

Hardware, plugbing, heating goods wholesalers -5 s} -8 562 324,452 -1 -2 401 224,192 210 199 213
Herdvare wholeSalerS.sseceessrsccsonnossaesl -8 -1 -8 250 84,127 -3 -2 165 165,803 221 21?. 22
Plumbing, heating goods distributors....... -2 +1 -5 310 40,315 9 -2 235 54,389 181 6L 185

Lumber, construction materials distributors.. +14 +2 +4 471 114,309 0 +3 324 62,430 7 113 95
iaumber, millwork wholesalerS..escecsccescss +16 44 | n.8. 224 91,094 -l Y 218 51,649 102 119 101
Construction materials distribubors........ +3 42 | n.a. 177 23,215 +5 41 106 10,781 79 82 75

Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors.. ~4 -1 -6 1,568 165,814 -6 -1 1,280 278,882 190 167 186
Alr conditioning, commercial refrigeration. d X

equipment distm{.butors. hesneanrsenansesnas +16 +11 +7 104 7,762 +7 -2 75 5,364 80 72 92
Commercial machines, equipment distributorsf ~ +1 0 +4 131 13,348 -2 +1 100 12,534 119 127 117
dustrisl machinery, equipment, supplies
I:oﬁie:-‘f ...... % . .::'). . .?. 1.) cene , . .mj ..... -10 b ~11 608 71:786 -3 -1 527 137,953 211 163 ZOZ
5 - g s 15
Professional equipment, supplies houses®. .. -1 Q -1 330 27,385 +5 ~1 260 38,601 153 124 5
Surgical, medical, hospital supply houses -5 +1 -2 50 6,568 +1 -2 37 7779 129 130 132
Service establishment equipment supplies . :
NOUSESeecesvenasssinaans e : aesneeavann ke +10 -1 145 10,019 -1 -4 113 15,79% 193 168 216
. Other machlnery, equipment distri‘butors aees 0 -7 -5 2350 35,514 ~13 -2 205 70,636 220 236 205

Metals, metalvwork {except serap) distributors -3 +2 -5 276 112,108 -1 +2 192 120,554 184 150 174
iron, steel and products distributors -2 +3 | Tl 187 55,216 5 32 134 g& ,1‘2{5 AE/ 7 {D 282
Nonferrous metals distributors....... -3 +%L | n.g. 89 56,892 -14 =1 €4 24,356 77 a7 71

- 256 +18 1 158 22,402 58 47 71

Iron-steel scrap, wasie materials dealers.... 11 +21 | n.a. 5% 55,523 + * 2,

Iron-sieel scr;p dealerSesaeisssoneones vaes -7 +23 | n.a. 143 ,104 +13 +1 E 16,584 55 35 72
Waste materials dealers..... [ verean -7 +16 | n.a. 113 : 43 44 64 5,819 £9 87 69

Other merchant wholesalersS.....cieeiveersoass oy +3] n.a. 940G 11 I8} L‘%? 199 128 112
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers...... -2 +4 | n.a, 131 ~15 ? 9% ljﬁ 16} 141
Book, periodical, newspaper wholesalers.... ~10 -3 1 D.a. 105 ~23 -& 29 62 103 63
Coal WHOleSalerS.eseereansaressasscscsssves ~8 +6 ~-13 196 -12 +2 73 109 109 115
Farm supplies wholesalers.... -1 -0 +6 169 39,437 0 +'Z 12“ 1l4 124 109
Jewelry wholesalers.csvesesnasasans 0 +2€ -9 122 23,791 +4 -5 62 157 193 215

See page 4 for footnotes.




Table 2,--TREMDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

GCTOBER 1934

BY GECGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

Page 3

Sales

Inventety, end-of-month (at cost)

Stock-sales ratiost

Percent Octoper 1354 panel Percent Cetober 1954 panel percent)
Kind of business change, Number of| Reported change 2 Number of | Reported
and D‘ft - 1954 estab- dollayr Oet. 1954 estab~ dolliny Oct. Oct. {Sept.
gecgraphie divieion Lrom-- lishments| values? |l——mffSf=s lishments valuee® | 1954 1953 {1954
Oct. | Sept. réporit- Oct. | Sept. Teport-—
1953 | 1954 ing® {(=dd 000) |} 1953 | 1954 ing (ada 000)

Merchant wholesalers, totalf....v.eeeu.. -3 0 9,549 152,236,823 -5 +1 6,849 152,113,093 131 132 130
New Englandescrovecasas rreehcsane sheevarevsnns +h +7 541 123,626 -8 ~1. 348 127,453 132 136 143
Middlie Atlantic... ) +1 2,244 708,846 -9 -2 1,349 444,195 93 162 01
Fast Norih Geniral -9 +1 1,849 426,814 -6 | 0 1,328 425,00ef 125 122 128
West North Central «5 -2 828 195,861 -5 -2 673 237,299 145 157 144
South Atlantic...... B +2 ~3 991 172,208 -2 +5 731 175,532 153 165 144
East South Central.. . e -5 0 435 92,934 by +8 335 113,659 168 160 157
WVest South Centraleee,cvcensevsones +1. 8] 1,071 189,338 +3 +2 915 291,250 173 175 172
Mountain...covneen veesteasvosasiste rioae -5 <] 282 35,232 -8 -1 221 55,095 172 174 173
Pacific...vunens- P T P PPN +2 0 1,308 291,964 ~1 +2 47 243,602 125 i31 119
General-line grocery vholesalers... 0 Q 586 147,992 +B +1 51 116,334 118 119 116,

New Englard..... 3 P 7 5,044 1 (%) [€3) [€3) %) (x) =} &)
Middle Avlantie.... +11 +6 68 12,922 +h +16 60 10,600 121 137 11z
East North Central. +1 [¢] 45 20,650 +4 +#7 39 16,054 122 121 110
West North Central..... +1 -3 87 31,201 +17 -7 84 34,268 118 115 122
South Atlantic...... tedssrcansaneane caea -5 -2 35 4,567 4 +5 24 3,835 118 115 113
Fast South Central. eseseceniran B wd, +6 28 5,789 +7 +9 25 5,605 114 92 104
West South Central..... ~5 -1 155 24,248 -5 +3 138 25,492 115 121 111
MountaifNe. e eauivnsness -17 -2 23 2,848 ~12 +3 23 4,752 167 178 159
PacdfiCuiueeiiorerunnrissesccacasaonrnncanne +2 ¢} 138 40,723 +3 —2 113 14,192 112 123 117
% -8 273 124,067 =7 =7 176 52,640 59 54 58
43 Y 20 3,411 3 pr3 5 2,069 137 40| 157
Middle AtlantiC..essssvsscnsnna -2 ~14 131 89,573 -3 ~14 84 33,184 47 4 49
East North Centrale..sssceresisenssonesnanne -9 -11 40 8,459 ~10 28 8,606 113 307 111

West NOrth CentrAl.vecieveenscecsseseioeanaal +14 ~16 12 1,117 §| {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Atlentic.eseaes wesef =12 4 22 1,264 ~37 ~11 17 i 672 66 96 73

East South Central, el #10} 15 6 3,377 | (x) (x) (x) (x} (x) (x)  1{=n)

West South Central... .ee -2 + 13 8,731 || (x) (x) (x) x (x) {x) (x)
T 2 A +7 +43 29 8,135 +19 +27 18 3,383 62 90
Dairy, poultry products distributors....... .es ~8 ~1 507 147,059 -5 -1 327 37,327 41 34 40
New England...... ‘eesonseseniaane cesveses -2 +1 18 6,294 3 +2 12 1,195 43 25 45
Middle AtlantiC..ussrvasrentonresroncnsasnne -7 s} 167 38,359 -18 +1 60 6,624 36 29 34
East Norih Central.ceseeciscecensesrvernnans ~16 -2 106 36,648 +1 ~ 69 9,510 40 35 40
West North Central... e -6 41 7,065 -2 -1 35 7,088 133 110 125
South AtlantiCeescovresssnsonan +7 +1 76 11,977 +7 ~20 51 1,464 29 19 37
East South Central...... +5 ~7 21 3,967 +36 +31 11 733 27 23 18
Vest South Central...... +5 +12 37 11,685 +20 0 13 1,664 36 25 35
2L -6 -2 90 27,255 -15 +5 63 7,157 29 27 27
Fresh frult, vegeteble wholesalerSaeee.veeeenss +4 +1 218 30,264 =15 +18 123 5,454 26 18 22
Hew Englaneccessersvcoracacsnnes +19 +2 23 1,964 -13 +7 17 354 20 35 19
4 ~4 43 6,095 -2 +15 18 317 12 i3 9
-1 +6 51 8,989 -~10 +7 33 1,086 20 i3 19

+3 -8 14 1,161 ff (x) (%) {x) (x) {x) (x) (%)
0 +5 31 3,482 ~32 +15 18 1,447 58 35 54
+18 +7 31 6,318 -23 +35 21 1,793 30 17 23

PacifiG..... fereenemeetstneseraanTacranannas +8 -17 20 2,130 §| (%) (x) (x) (x) (x) [63] {x)
Drug wholesalers (gemeral and specialty linec) -2 o] 277 103,618 -2 +2 2241 . 140,609 159 i80] 136
-2 -1 i3 5,966 -2 +1 14 7,288 140 145 138
=3 +1 66 21,360 +h +6 45 22,059 151 150 145
Past North Central.... ~9 +2 bdy 27,877 -7 0 37 29,744 121 167 119
West North Central...c.se.. +4 ~d 22 8,264 -1 +1 19 12,427 7L 190 165
South Atlantic..... Y] -2 41 12,513 -3 +2 35 19,902 181 186 175

East South Centrale..ce.... ¢] +1 11 3,328 || (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)" 1(x)
Vest South Cenitral...... +3 -3 34 9,101 4] +2 28 17,462 228 23 213
Hountain, conianiasiitoceassnnnsonnnaoss -11 +5 11 3,130 -1t -9 9 5,897 191 193 221
2T +1 +3 20 12,079 -2 s} 29 19,957 71 183 174,
Tobaceo AiStribUtorSes sveeevtesssunsararasonnae =5 -6 224 49,409 +1 +1 108 20,101 66 62 62
New England..ccsecicansan. -7 -8 22 4,767 ~-18 -2 7 1,777 T 85 73
Mlddle Atlantic.ie.... -4 0 39 12,528 +10 -5 15 5,948 7 60 83
fast North Central.... -6 ~5 53 13,263 -4 +3 30 4,394 56 61 53
West North Centrel.... =10 -7 iz 2,435 +7 +10 8 1,158 &5 54 52
South Atlantic..eeen. -3 ~-12 29 7,922 4] +7 21 4,338 s 68 58
East South Central... creesereasennes ~4 -5 1L 2,065 +34 +12 7 799 54 39 46
West Sonth Centraleeesesescescassossannnanes -2 -6 29 3,952 +5 1. +3 9 1,295 55 50 47

Mountain. cveeeseenensans +1 - 15 1,007 4 (x) (x) (x) (x) gx) (x) {x)

PacifiCiiiieierioinnnaninan +1 ~10 4 1,470 || (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x} (x)
Dry goods, apparel wholesSalerS....eessecssesses -6 +3 375 98,081 ~11 +1 186 147,877 210 ¢ 258 223
New Bnglandessceessessssarscorossiacsonsanne +5 -11 25 2,647 -1 Q 13 34,606 185 329 235
Middle AtlantiCessvssenaennrsnss see -7 +9 227 73,183 -18 +2 91 71,600 221 255 246
best North Centrale.seceae,vass PR L +7 44 3,925 +14 +14 28 4,635 199 186 196
West Horth Centreleesveecernneonveoevesanssns 4 ~21 20 10,271 -9 +1 16 26,098 258 274 201
- South At1entic..cv.eesvarrenss -6 ~7 17 2,278 ~11 -7 10 2,541 160 j61 153
West Scuth Central.icvieenans -18 ~20 8 1,013 ~13 -2 4 1,523 183 174 147
b2 TChE i 7 T -8 -6 29 3,328 ~13 -12 15 4,070 152 124 160
Furniture, homs furnishings wholesalerS....... =3 +2 249 34,421 =6 +1, 169 39,843 173 W71 175
New England...cvevencevssacnrcocansnns +1 +12 9 434 +10 +2 6 501 153 140 163
Middle Atlurticeiseaeees PRI PR =6 +8 a8 14,289 - -8 41 7,311 147 142 168
East North Centr8l..eseceecesaes treaa =12 -7 54, 7,879 -6 ) 42 12,093 174 154 161
West North Central.....uvsvenns PR -6 —% 16 2,537 -6 0 14 4,521 199 197 187
sress ~17 +8 23 1,318 ~14 +19 11 2,344 368 335 368
+7 +7 19 945 -10 -3 19 2,125 225 334 | 248
West South Centralecssecsearseannsossnonsens] +10 +7 21 3,580 -2 +5 21 6,331 177 179 181
Mountain.ccoveeaccoarensnns Cesesanesrennsane +5 +1 4. 789 +4 +10 4 1,448 184 186 169
PaCILiCuaneessstnsansrsrernoecnsnsonnsnssene +10 -2 15 2,650 -12 +6 11 3,169 125 152 116

See page 4 for footnotes.
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Table 2,~-TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

QOCTOBER 1954
e Sales ngeri;\z;ﬁv, end-of -month gat ¢cost) Stock-sales ratiosl
Kind of businees change, October 1954 panel change, October 1954 panel (percent)
and Oct. 1954 | Mumber of | Reported Qct. 1954 Number of | Reported
geographic division £10m~- estab- dollar from-— estab- dollar
lishments values® lishments values® Oct. | Oct. |Sept,
Oct. | Sept. | report- Oct. | Sept. report- 1954 1 1953 | 1954

1953 | 1954 ing? | (add 000) || 1953 | 1954 ing® | (add 000)

Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers... -6 4] 481 $28,908 -16 +3 327 ] $44,954 220 257 235
New Englaneeesuescasrsessssessossssavasennes +10 +23] 13 1,056 |f (x) (x) (%) {x) =) (x) (x}
Middle Atlantic..e.s... -11 +12] 68 3,369 =13 -6 39 2;795 160 186 188
East North Central...... =21 +61 90 7,498 -29 -3 65 10,518 231 302 240

+3 0 35 2,716 -22 -10 23 5,245 212 267 233
-5 +2] 61 4,463 ~12 -7 45 8,706 210 244 228
-1 +4 76 2,634 -5 -3 73 5,416 207 207 221
-5 O 33 2,351 ~10 -2 25 5,974 280 298 286

+6 +3 31 1,897 +10 0 12 1,244 193 202 208 .
PaCIfiC.acsiiianenisasasennaorscsncnenscnnia ~1 +2) T 2,924 ~7 +2 42 3,518 271 265 256
Electrical, electronic, appliance goodsS...ee.d ~1 -2 758 201,017 -9 +1 674 265,311 145 155 139
=7 i 57 12,327 -8 -5 53 16,235 137 140 130
Middle AtlantiCeceesnosase -7 - 152 45,912 -7 -3 108 53,084 141 142 143
East North Central.... -1 +1 139 46,058 -11 -2 123 56,309 134 142 132
West North Central. +2 -1 87 22,787 ~11 -2 77 29,000 155 161 150
South Atlentic..... +7 = 125 26,042 -8 +1 119 38,492 155 172 141
East South Central. +2 -5 38 8,268 -17 ~1 38 12,063 146) 181 134
West South Central. +5 -9 68 14,167 % o] 66 24,379 177, 196 156
Mountaineesonceonansns 0 -3 2% 4,716 -13 +5 23 6,620 141 162 133
PaClfiCuccerncerecscnconncncaranssenascncsas ~1 ~3 68 20,740 -10 -1 67 29,129 141 151 132

Hardware wholeS8lerS.ceeessscscsnscsanssasonss -8 ! 250° 84,137 -3 ~1 165 169,803 221 211 223
New Englende.seseesessssass =11 0 9 903l (x) {x) {x) (x) ) ) (x)
Middle Atlantic.ececciessscorsssssenessnaces -3 +144 25 6,979 -6 -3 14 8,717 160 166 196
East North Centraleeseveces esesternal -14 -2 44 18,430 -7 -2 33 34,466 192 187 193
Weat North Central.cs.esensecacecossccassans -~10 -5 58 17,240 0 -2 17 37,154 229 216 223
South AtlentiCeceecsseccensovssosscnoncsases -9 =5 21 4,375 -1 +1 16 9,226 256 245 240

~15 9 24 14,071 -2 -1 22 29,562 213 181 215

+19 +14] 29 8,146 -3 0 24 12,406 205 266 241

Mountaineeescsesecscenceee -6 -9 19 . 2,84 -3 +5 15 7,947 287, 243 250

PacifiCesesacccanssocsessessonsssencennssssd —4 -6 21 11,152 =1 -1 19 28,812 279 273 269

Plumbipg, heating goods wholesalerS..eveessass: =2 +: 319 40,315 +9 -2 236 54,389 181 161 185
+46 +10 15 1,152 (x) (x) (x) ) . (x) [€3) (x)

Middle Atlantic....s.. -1 +4 91 10,947 +2 e 55 2,555 165 155 167

East North Centralic.vessss vecad +1 +1 49 4,020 +6 -3 37 6,043 186 161 193

West North Central.... k5 «tﬂ 27 4,378 +17 s -1 25 7,401 175 143 180

South AtlantiC.aveesss ~2 + 62 11,275 +12 -2 50 15,916 174 147 185

East South Central. -8 -3 14 2,285 +8 =1 13 4,015 181 143 177

West South Central. +25 =] 31 2,235 - 42 ¢ 28 4,439 249 312 246
Mountain...... +9 +6 8 593{ (x) (=) (x) (x) (x) | (x) (x)

PacifiCivecaacsscosrsccrearcancnnvecnancacns -3 -3 22 3,380 +5 -2 14 5,309 204 202 199

Lumber, comstruction materials dealers.vec<..d 414 +2) 471 114,309 (o] +3 324 62,430 97 113 95
Hew Englandeicescececracscrsosesenss eed +3 +4 17 6,758 -14 +9 16 6,363 95 72 90
Middle Atlantic.... +13 +& 84 22,325 -6 +1 57 9,710 75] 82 77
East North Centrel.. +7 -5 118 21,730 -9 -2 63 11,625 109 136 110
West North Central.... ~1 -3 52 16,662 +16 +5 37 4,530 654 77 56
South AtlantiC.seesees +13 +4 46 7,766 ~13 45 37 5,282 89 128 a8
East South Central.... +20 g 20 3,261 +h +10 16 2,360 134 159 134
West South Central.... +24 -3 48 6,705 +12 +7 45 9,379 149 166 135

+23 +5 15 3,773 -8 +h 14 3,511 94 116 95

PacifiC,uiouncssscsaccssoossasesosovnnnancsd +29 +4 71 25,329 +18 +1 39 9,670 104 115 108

Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies )

d1atributorBescevescasasassrnccarascencoaced ~15 -4 608 71.,786 =5 ~1 527 137,953 211 163 205
=32 ~19 9 1,250 () (x) (x) x) {x) (x) (x)

Middle Atlsntic.:... ~-28 -18 44 6,456 -14 +7 29 10,159 180 152 139

East North Central.. =20 ~1 81 9,874 -8 -1 68 19,326 219 141 218

West North Central.. -16, -10 35 3,494 ~5 -2 33 6,424 187 163 172

South AtlentiCe..... +3 -8 32 6,001 -6 +2 2% 8,692 173 216 155

East Scuth Central.. -7 +3 30 3,903 +1 +3 7 3,655 187 175 169

West South Central.. -1l gl 271 30,144 0 ~1 258 66,581 225 - 169 227

-8 +2 35 4,028 ~7 =11 29 8,502 213 183 243

PacifiCesesveerccctscsssonoaccrssnncnsecannd ~34 . =3 7L 6,671 -21 -2 &4 13,526 211 163 205

x Insuffieclent data to show separately.

n.a, Cumlative trends not availsble for this classification.

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identlcal group of firms reporting inven~
tories in conjuriction with sales. No adjustment 1s made in these calculations for the markup of sales, which varies from trade to trade. .

2 Establishments reporting in this survey are part of e probability sample representing merchant wholesalers im all kinds of business.
However, percentage changes shown in table 1 emd table 2 are computed on an unweighted basis by summerizing those reports received in
+time for tabulation and which provide data in each of the perlods for which comparisons are made., Data may not necessarily represent
trends of all wholesalers but do reflect the experience of those wholesalers reporting.

3 Reported values are shown merely as an indication of covermge represented by the reporting papel for a kind of business or a geographie
division. These should not be used for trend comparison with reported values for other months because the reporting panel may vary in
sige from month to month, depending upon the number of reports received in time for tabulatiom.

4 Not affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups.

% Includes general-line electrical goods, wiring supplies, consfruction materials, and epparatus wholesalers.

6 Totals include date for some kinds of business not shown separately. ’

States comprising geographic divisions

New England (Comn., Maine, Mass., N. H., R. I., Vi.) East South Cenmiral (Ala., Ky., Misa., Tenan,)

Middie Atlantic (N. J., N. Y., Pa.) West South Cemiral (Ark., Ia., Okla., Tex.)

Fast North Central (I1l., Imd., Mich., Ohioc, Wis.) South Central -~ East South Cemtral and West South Central
combined.

West North ventrsl {Iowa., Kens., Mimn., Mo., Nebr., N. Dak., S. Dak.) Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Hev., H. Mex., Utah, Wyo.)
South Atlantie (Del., D. C., Fla., Ge., Md., N. €., 8. C., Va., W. Ya.) Pacifie (Calif., Oreg., Wa.sh.s
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Data shown in this report are based on reports submitted by a reporting panel of over 9,500 merchant
wholesalers representing firms in all parts of the country and various kinds of business. As a result of
more intensive collection procedures, the number of firms submitting reports in time for this tabulation was
substantially larger than in surveys earlier this year. The reporting panel is part of a probability sample
recently developed by the Bureau of the Census in order to provide national dollar volume estimates of sales
and inventories of merchant ' wholesalers by kinds of business. These dollar volume estimates are now being
compiled and will be introduced in the Monthly Wholesale Trade Report in the near future.

SALES

. November 1954 sales of merchant wholesalers were up 3 percent above the previous month, and were 6 percent
higher than sales a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first eleven months of 1954 were, however, 2 percent
below the corresponding period of last year. ) ’ _

Six geographie divisions reported sales increases of from 1 to 5 percent over the previous month, while the
three other divisions showed no change. Sales inall divisions were up overa year ago, the sharpest inerease,
12 percent, being reported in both the Mountain and Paeifiec Divisions.

Of the 45 separate trades shown in this report, 21 registered increases over October 1954 sales, 17 were
down from the previous month, while 7 showed no change. The most substantial gains were noted for motor-
vehiecle distributcrs (21%), iron and steel scrap dealers (20%); and wine and distilled spirits wholesalers
(16%). The largest declines were reported by Jewelry vholesalers (13%), and plumbing and heating goods dis-
tributors (9%). Compared with November 1953 ; all but 8 trades indicated sales gains. ILumber and millwork

wholesalers (36%), iron and steel scrap dealers (36%), and air conditioning and commercial Trefrigeration
equipment distributors (28%) reported the largest gains.

INVENTORIES

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of November were up slightly (1%) over the previous
month and were also 1 percent above stocks on hand November 30, 1953. Based on reports of establishments
submitting Inventory figures in conjunetion with sales data, the November 1954 stock-sales ratio of 128 per-
cent was 3 points below that of the previous month and 11 points Tower than the November 1953 ratio.

Five geographic divisions, led by the East South Central Division (6%), indicated higher inventories than
a month earlier; while four divisions reported stocks slightly down from October. Compared with-stocks a year
ago, only the West South Central Division showed a significant change in inventories, an increaseof 8 percent.

Motor-vehicle distributors, up 28 percent, and iron and steel scrap dealers, up 22 percent, indicated the

heaviest increases over previous month inventories. Irom and steel scrap dealers also showed the most sub-
stantial increase over year ago inventories (24%).
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Table 1.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND DIWENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSTMESS

NOVEMBER 1954

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month (at cost)

Stock-sales ratios®

Percent change November 1954 panel Percent Novernber 1954 panel pereent)
-l d
Nov. 1954 |11 mo.|Number of | Heporied Nov. 1954 Mumber of]| Reported
Kind of bus poriel
of business from—. | 1954 | estab~ dollar | from eotab- | aoltar | oo 1o dogay
o 3 .l . B
Nov. | Oct. from | 1ishments values Nov. | Gct. lishments} - velues 1954 | 1953 | 1954
1953 | 1954 | 13 m0.} vepori- 1953 | 1954 | TeRoTd-
1953 ing? {add 000) ing? | (add 000)
Merchant wholesalers, total........ 5 +3 -2 9,545 1$2,340,096 +1 L 6,838 142,157,986 128 138 131
Grocery, confectionery, meat wholesalers....... +1 16 +#1 1,076 358,105 0 -1 786 185,883 80 88 84
General-line urc:cery wholesalers, .. S +6 +2 +5 600 174,958 -3 -3 472 111,929{ 106 15 116
Nonaffiliated e e icnsicennraonsnconcannne +2 +2 -2 426 68,596 +1 -3 326 55,568} 133 140 137
Voluntary groupSesesss. wrese +7 +3 +6 158 69,645 -ty -2 136 47,838 89 99 93
Retailer-cooperative.vsieiavcsanansse +12 o} +10 16 36,717 -1 -1 10 8,523 86 90 F::]
Specialty~-line grocery wholesalers. PR -6 +14 -1 258 143,514 42 +1 182 66,754 67 69 72
Confectionery wholesalers....... rsenane +8 +3 -2 75 6,962 +9 -2 33 1,805 72 61 73
Meat, meat Products WhOleSaleTr8eeeareanossnee +4 +4 -3 143 32,671 -8 +10 99 5,395 21 28 20
Edible farm producis distributors....... esasee +5 +5 -3 799 188,913 -3 -3 527 46,772 36 30 40
Dairy, poultry produects distribubors. .- 44 +6 -y 587 158,894 -2 - 399 39,432 38 321 42
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalers...:... wree +9 +3 0 212 30,019 -6 by 328 7,340 31 24 33
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers...... +6 +14 -2 322 127,464) 410 +8 274 143,0521 132 125 141
Beer distributors..cavevecsvesensns B +9 0 -2 116 10,793 +2 [} 101 5,987 60 78 61
Wine, distilled spirits wholesale +5 +16 -2 206 116,671] +11 +9 173 137,085} 140 130 153
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalers.. 9 -1 -1 678 139,913 =1 -3 468 158,356 145 167 148
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty
JEIEE) e v renernnssennracoonarenesseroasnsne 47 -1 0 287 102,416 -1 -3 227 134,490 153 | 1M 158
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesalers . 16 -3 -3 264 31,948 -1 +1 183 18,608 100 105 26
Paint, varnish wholesalers...........cseceons| 411 -1 e 127 5,549 +5 =3 56 5,258} 186.| 242 176
Tobaceo AistributorS. cesessmrassrasascesosnsas +1 +2 -2 214 46,444 -6 -2 105 19,743 64 68 66
Dry goods, apparel wholesalers....... PO 49 +2 ~3 387 129,568 -4 -1 198 160,1821 198 228 193
Clothing, furnishings, footwear vholesalers.. +23 0 =1 93 15,911f -10 =12 50 11,2951 142 198 162
Dry goods wholesalers (general and speclalty
lines) . +18 +3 -2 162 46,810 -1 0 84 80,4041 217 269 222
Piece goods CONVErterS.cevsccssarsaessercerns -1 +1 -5 132 66,847 =7 o} 64 68,4831 191 188 185
'Furniture , home furnishings wholesalerS........| 13 +6 4 341 36,979 ~2 -2 260 36,525] 164 180 172
Furniture wholesalersS..evisvees eeasrurarans +3 ~2 | n.a. 187 8,829 -6 -3 150 7,056 165 182 167
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesale"‘s +18 49 | n.a. 154 28,150 -1 -2 110 29,469 163 179 173
Paper, allied products wholesalers.....csevevess +5 +6 +2 378 73,415 -8 [s] 279 64,1171 107 122 113
Paper WholeBalerS..csessessossoces - +4 +4 | n.a. 232 &1,707 -8 0 197 54,6821 1C2 115 107
Stationery, wallpaper wholesalers . +7 +16 | n.a. 146 131,708 -3 -2 82 9,435] 145 236 166
Inedible farm products merchantS....e.cecesss e +6 +5 | n.a. 180 191,018{ +14 +17 116 168,892] 159 185 i52
Automotive wholesalersS.esssen-cese ernevenavann +16 +7 | n.a. 504 66,124 -2 4 344 53,7681 101 139 111
Motor-vehicle distributors....... (x) +21 | n.a. 54 38,804] (x) 2 46 24,274 64 {x) 61
Auvtomotive equipment, tire-tube \-holesalers. . - -8 -7 450 27,320 =3 -9 298 29,494 3194 | - 209 218
Electrical, electronie, appliance goode dis-

Lributors.s.... T A +4 +3 =5 758 206,470 -2 Q 678 262,6281 139 148 144
Electrical equipment, suppl:.es wholesalers’. . +1 +5 -4 530 126,573 ~3 +1 508 180,122] 145 150 150
Electrical appliances, TV and radio sets and

parts, and electronic parts, equipment dis-
tributors..... tnecesvaens rervean veseesimraan +9 0 =7 228 79,897 0 -3 170 82,4961 128 143 132
Hardware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalers.. +3 -3 -7 538 121,597 +2 0 376 233,018{ 220 222 211
Hardware wholesalerS..ccevsseasscsssasssncss .. +1 -4 -7 738 87,177 +1 -3 155 177,399 221 226 220
Plumbing, heating goocds distrlbutors. reersean +6 -9 =4 300 34,420 +7 -1 221 55,6191 218 212 203
Lumber, construction materials distributors....} 33 -4 +7 467 107,660 +5 + 321 64,7661 103 118 96
Lumber, millwork wholesalers........ +36 -4 1 n.a. 279 87,626 +5 +5 201 53,3651 111 127 102
Construction materials distributors....eeesns +20 -4 | n.a. 1488 20,034 +7 ] 120 11,401 95 114 89
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors.... 41 =2 -5 1,413 145,181 -3 -1 1,152 239,558 138 176 188
Air conditioning, commercial refrigeration
equipment distributors.....ccecviienenienanas +28 -3 +11 106 6,166 -4 -1 70 4,480 B85 88 85
Commercial machines, equipment dlstributors -3 -4 +3 133 10,768 -8 -3 o8 ©,910) 112 130 109
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies .
hoUBES. s esvseasnesnasncs veareseramans vevssesl -9 -1 -10 500 61,868 -5 -1 438 107,031 196 162 202
Professional equipment , supplies houses®..... +2 +2 -1 315 26,827 +8 +1 253 36,896] 146 119 147
Surgical, medical, hospital supply houses.. -1 0 -2 39 6,650 o -2 29 6,8221 113 123 118
Service establishment equipment, supplies .
DOUSES st eocensvocsssccaanrsrantosnnacse ceaen +13 -4 +3 148 10,091 +27 -3 118 13,117 193 160 189
QOther machinery, equlpment distmbutors. veeay +5 -5 -4 211 29,461] -16 0 175 68,1241 253 279 243
Metals, metaluwork (except scrap) distributors.. +4 +3 -12 331 110,113 -2 +1 251 120,083) 179 133 185
Iron, steel and products distributors.... . +1 01 n.a. 250 51,721 +4% +1 191 95,1751 323 234 323
Nonferrous metals distributors............ veu 4 +7 | n.a. 81 58,392] -12 +3 &0 24,908 66 78 70
Iron-steel serap, waste materials dealers......| +24 +16 | n.a. 243 66,607]  +13 +16 158 20,785 41 €0 42
Iron-steel scerap dealers... . . +36 +20 | n.a. 134 51,746] 424 +22 92 16,245 &0 70 63
Waste materials dealers....ieceeceess hareeeans +8 % | n.a. 109 14,861 -4 0 66 4,540 48 76 49
Other merchant wholesalersS...... \ ........ e +6 +l | n.a. 916 224,525 +1 +1 547 {179,858 120 129 121
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers.. .o +4 -1 n.a. 130 17,3451 -15 -3 91 19,585¢ 137 178 136
Book, periodical, newspap:r wholesalers 413 -3 | n.a. 91 9,393] -26 +3 26 2,748 84 149 81
Coal wholesalerS..euiesescesavesennns . +1 0 -11 204 58,816 A ~1 80 31,488§ 104 102 104
Farm supplies wholesalers. g 0415 +2 +7 188 43,018 + +14 148 49,670) 163 193 148
Jewelry wholesalers...cseee.. [ 0 -13 -8 131 18,333} +24 -4 77 22,2457 170 145 152

See page 4 for footnotes.




Table 2,~~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

NOVEMBER 1954

Page 3

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month (at cost)

Stock-sales ratios®

Percent November 1954 panel Percent November 1954 panel percent)
Kind of business change, change,
and Nov. 1954 N“m:g of Repﬁted Nov, 1954 Numb:rbof Reported
geographic division from— esvab~ dollar from—- estab- dollar Nov. Nov.| Oct.
lishments 3 lishments 3.
Nov. | Qct. repori- velues Nov. | Qet. report- values 1954 1953} 1954
1953 | 1954 ing? (add oop) | 1953 | 1954 ing? (add 000)

Merchant wholesalers, t0tal%i..ceeecsernnns +6 43 9,545 ] $2,340,096 41 +1 6,838 | 2,157,986 1 128| 339 131
New Englande..sssenecrsanssessns weaenas +8 +4 537 124,680 -2 +1 367 135,523 12 A4 137
Middle Atlantic..... . +5 +5 2,262 800,052 +1 s 1,317 486,032 o7 104 99
East North Central.. erseaees . +4 +4 1,792 425,877 +1 ~1 1,329 405,657 120 127 126
West North Central.. +9 +1 885 215,984 -1 =1 672 275,582 158 192 166
South Atlantic...... +7 0 960 171,343 +1 +1 703 165,686 138 154 144
East South Central. +7 +5 532 102,185 +4 +6 409 125,630 167 172 166
West South Central +1 0 1,065 174,419 +8 +3 894 257,132 177 171 174
Mountain..... +12 0 378 37,635 0 -1 311 52,824 169 181 169
+12 +2 . 1,134 1 287,921 ~1 -2 836 253,920 123 144 127
+6 42 600 174,958 =1 -3 472 111,929 106 115 110

6 +14 15 45957 | (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
+2 ~3 43 15,353 -1 -2 38 15,761 115 127 114
East North Central.vesscus +y +4 123 25,095 +he -7 98 12,090 110 124 121
West North Centrlecescsocasssens +8 +3 104 34,516 -5 =2 89 24,484 88 108 92
South AtlantiCeceeseeeessncsccsan -3 +3 29 6,678 +7 +3 14 4,249 102 95 103
East South Central... +10 +1 46 9,833 +2 -2 38 9,735 118 129 121
Weet South Central.ceses.. -6 -2 134 21,784 -6 -2 132 26,375 123 115 122
Mountain..ececeersauessaaraas 4 +4 31 4,468 -8 ~d 25 4,106 144 183 152
PeelfiCecnorencnrerccnoscacean sescscnrenecsnea +12 +1 75 52,274 +1 -4 26 13,374 9% 99 101
Specialty~line grocery wholesalerSi.aceevsaocasas -6 +14 258 143,514 +2 +1 182 66,754 &7, &9 72

New Englanfeececscacacsosneassenesnnns +14 -9 11 1,279 ] (x) (x) (x) (x} (%) (x) €3]
Middle AtlantlCeeeceacsencnes ~11 +16 134 93,723 +11 +11 97 42,492 64 55 61
East North Central..casasnensns +8 +10 40 13,293 -2 -8 26 9,635 85 20 103
West North Centralaiceecacvessoses cere +25 +16 9 2,022 -48 -33 7 838 45 109 80
South Atlantic..... sesassavanie seasens ~13 ~7 22 1,723 ~21 +18 17 1,534 101 73 - .80

West Scuth Central.sicesesscesssonescrsacccsoes -17 +8 8 9,419 | (x) (x) {x) {x) (x) (x) (x)
PACIfiCiacncncncovsracronnsestasasncansonannsns +21 +16 28 18,154 -1 ~11 21 9,592 70 98 89
Dairy, pouliry products distributors...c.cceseesns 4 +6 587 158.894 - -2 399 39.432 38 31 42

New 18NAcavsenuesnsrncssnsnana +13 +18 19 7,329 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Middle AtlantiC.icaasase -3 97 38,95 -15 -8 2 5,147 25 16 32
East North Central. +1 +10 114 37,440 +2 -6 66 8,597 35 -30 43
Vest North Central. -5 +29 37 8,662 4 +2 32 7,074 97 103 131
South Atlantic..... +15 =3 92 13,115 +16 =51 71 2,881 36 1 37
West South Central. +22 -1 63 11,899 +21 +3 43 2,296 43 32 43

PacifiCersessvectnseseracansencnnracasncscensane +10 0 134 36,856 -12 +1 104 11,519 35 29 3

Fresh frult, vegetable wholesBlerS..eresseeesenss +9 +3 212 30,019 -6 ~4 128 7,340 31 24 33
New Englandccccaccsasescvccrscsncionasssecncense -9 -3 24 1,623 ~16 +2 19 685 53 83 48
Middle Atlantic.... +6 +5 38 6,326 4 -6 25 1,296 33 37 39
East North Central.. sana +8 +12 29 6,154 +5 +5 17 1,176 23 13 24
West North Central.. PR +8 +20 18 2,782 =31 +9 11 610 26 37 30

South AtlantiC..essessssccass +10 +1 31 2,908 1 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

East South Central:secras +32 +1 9 537 | (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

West South Centraleceeess . +19 -1 27 5,851 | {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)

MOURtAIN. s sserensannnrssesascnnna +22 -2 [ 371 (=) (x) {x) (x) (x (x) (x)
PaCifiCeeunccoaresnsesncesanssassorsacacacnenss <1 <11 30 3,467 +8 19 768 26 12 21
Drug wholesalera (general and ‘specialty lines)... +7 -1 287 102,416 -1 =3 227 134,490 153 179 158
FEx 0 17 5,807 3 -5 12 6,482 5| 162 147
+9 4 57 20,028 +5 ~3 36 19,850 150 165 148
4 -5 52 28,189 4 +1 43 32,176 |  122] 152 117
+9 0 24 7,398 +h -6 2 11,422 173 184 182
+8 +9 37 11,9%4 ~2 -2 32 16,942 163 173 182
+6 + 18 4,143 -1 -5 1 6,539 185 192 204
+12 +7 42 10,199 0 ~11 33 17,237 199 223 228
+11 +2 11 2,512 -6 -8 9 4,364 181 219 200
+10 -2 29 12,146 -1 ~5 28 19,477 65| .188 170
Tobaceo A1stributorSecvesscoesesssnrsascasnnnnens +1 +2 214 46,444 ~6 -2 105 19,743 &4 68 63
New Englondeescassees -8 +4 21 4,769 -12 +5 6 2,173 13 82 7
Middle Atlantics.scenus +2 -1 36 12,434 ~13 -4 19 6,176 68 72 70
East North Central.... +2 +2 38 9,056 ~2 + 22 2,920 52 62 49
West North Central.. +3 +2 20 3,082 +4 -2 16 1,643 70 69 T4
South AtlantiCeceeasss -1 +3 29 8,279 -3 -3 22 4,552 64 63 69
East South Central.. +9 +1 13 2,533 +25 -10 9 1,248 62 59 - 68

West SOUth CeBtIalesrrsererasererorvsarsescnen -1 +1 31 3,699 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x} [ (x)
Dry goods, apparel wholeSalelB.sscascesssssscssns +9 42 387 129,568 wdy =1 198 160,182 198 228 199
New land.e.iaceenvensanans +28 +8 15 12,980 +13 +8 10 37,843 299 337 299
Middle Atlentie.. +5 +1 248 90,639 -7 0 104 79,829 177 188 173
East North Central.. +16 +14 25 4,142 -2 -20 16 3,689 107 166 153
+4 -4 24 10,817 -9 -5 18 26,976 255 293 256
+16 -3 33 5,369 -14 -11 27 5,893 117 160 128

-1 -5 9 1,530 | (x) | (x) (x) (x) () () (x)
PACATICeuurerarnsecarersrransnonnasnenvannvenes| F15] 418 22 2,982 —40) -16 12 2,286 99| 176 146
Furniture, home furnishings vholesalerS.s..c..... +15 +6 341 36,979 ~2 ~2. 260 36,525 164 180 172
New Englandee.caccesoesnecscsssssscsasscsanaans +3 -8 12 1,503 -22 s 9 1,090 111 141 103
Middle Atlantic..... cerae +23 +12 70 15,670 ~4 -5 33 6,921 150 172 165
East North Central....i.ea.. +3 +3 49 6,588 -6 -3 40 8,725 153 161 162
West North Central....... +15 0 22 2,914 +3 +3 16 5,203 211 231 201
South Atlantic....s.. +11 +11 16 1,792 ~-19 -5 5 880 136 204 181
+18 +10 22 662 -12 -8 21 1,430 222 299 267
+17 +6 23 3,442 -2 -3 22 6,355 188 209 205

+24 +5 104 841 {x) | (x) (x) (x) x} | (=) (x)
PacifiCensavresnsossnsasesassssassassosnassassae +2 (4] 23 3,567 +8 +2 10 __ 4,229 140 128 136

See page 4 for footnotes.
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Table 2.~-TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENICRIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESATERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

NOVEMBER 1954
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) | Stock-seles raticsd
Percent Kovember 1954 panel
Kind of business F o i P Psrcjnf November 1954 panel (percent)
and Nov. 1954 | Namber of | oo orted | Nov. 1954 | Number of Reported i
geographic division from-— 1 1:?;:::5 dolla.rj from—- 1 i:::x:g;s dollar Kov. | Hov. Qct.
Sov.] Oct.| Teport- values Nov. | Qct. | report- values? | 19541 1953 | 1954
1953 | 1954 ing? (add 000) | 1953 | 1954 ing? (ada 000)

Auli;omogivi sgui’pment ; tire-tube wholesalers...... -5 -8 450 $27,320 -3 -9 298 $29,494 194 209 218,
ew England..... rerensseresaserannan aeeann +10 -32 13 7L (x) X x X X, x Ax
Middle Atlantic..... -4 -2 70 3,053 =7 ¢ 2- =) 44 ¢ ;, 257 (2()38 (23)'54 (2())2
East North Central..... -8 +1 79 7,424 -4 -25 59 9,585 164 214 241
West North Ceniral..... -3 -28 24 1,849 71 7 43 9 490 263 274 223

+8 -17 51 3,620 +6 ~L 34 25530 189 191 179
~17 +5 69 3,256 +7 +7 67 5,392 193 152 201
-1 ~12 46 2,532 -6 +1 36 3,049 218 230 235
-1 -4 23 1,643 1 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x} (x) (x)
=10 -10 75 3,172 =14 -2 42 3,862 271 238 227
+4 £3 758 206,470 =2 (v} 678 262,628 139 148 144,
+13 T 46 4 12,598 -2 +1 41 15,394 124 145 ©.129
+1 +2 134 47,286 +1 -2 103 52;924 136 137 141
=34 +2 192 464232 -3 +1 181 61,088 137 137 138
+5 -2 94 25,697 -4 -3 84 30,005 144 155 145
+5 +1 107 25,570 -7 -3 95 33,823 141 161 146
East South Central........ +15 +10 36 7,261 -10 +4 32 9,883 149 189 155
West South Central........ +4 +4 61 12,427 +4 0 57 21,374 178 178 187
Mountain....coevecennnn 0 +7 23 5,226 -1 +3 23 7,159 137 139 142
Pacific..cecaann. L A vee 9 +8 &7 24,173 +2 +1 62 30,978 130 141 139
Hardware WhOleS8lerSe..cseeasecsrecsonenscanns vas 41 =4 238 87,177 +1 =3 155 177,399 221 226 220
New England...cseess . -17 -12 7 1,432 1 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
Middle Atlantic... . -3 -13 31 7,699 -2 +3 14 10,103 195 181 156
East North Central.e.....c.s . -4 -5 a7 19,976 4 4 31 38,613 198 206 197
West North Central.......... . 0 ~8 64 17,254 +1 -5 23 39,214 240 252 233
South Atlantie...... . +2 +5 26 5,129 -3 -1 21 10,346 227 243 243
East South Central... . +3 +2 25 15,450 +14 -4 21 29,362 198 174 211
West South Central. . +9 +5 15 3,802 -8 -3 12 11,152 208 274 228
Mountain..ceeesennves . .48 -8 6 1,807 0 ~1 6 5,087 282 308 262
Pacifice.eeoianas evereben emesrsrasraancanaes .o +6 -2 27 12,628 +2 -3 22 30,880 274 289 279
Pilumbing, heating goods wholesalers...... cessanns 46 =9 300 34,420 +7 -1 221 55,619 218 212 203
New England....... aaan fee +13 ~10 22 2,172 45 -3 17 6,163 349 132 321
Middle Atlantic.... +3 =12 88 9,132 +2 +1 51 9,296 186 209 167
Eagt. North Central...eieasens . +5 ~14 45 5,237 +8 0 40 8,997 208 173 178
West North Central.ceess.. +11 -3 34 5,578 +16 -3 34 10,341 185 183 184
South Atlantie..... +4 -9 39 5,344 +5 ~1 28 8,057 195 191 186
East South Central...... 10 -2 13 1,654 ~4 -3 9 2,005 205 235 200
West South Central........ -6 -3 26 1,938 +8 0 24 4,700 253 337 243
47| -13 8 6461 (x) | (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
+16 -8 25 2,719 -4 [} 13 5,128 342 424 325
Lumber, construetion materials dealers. 433 b 467 107,660 +5 14 321 64,766 103 138 96
New England..... essesicnransnsantene +29 +2 23 7,590 +1 +4 17 6,282 89 75 88
Middle Atlantic.... +30 -1 96 22,888 +4 +8 58 10,053 75 78 72
East North Central. +28 =4 118 20,848 ~2 +4 65 11,807 96 133 87
West North Central. +25 -8 27 11,440 +19 +3 18 3,558 111 102 106
South Atlantie... +16 +2 36 6,131 -8 +3 31 4,322 85 111 85
East South Central... +12 -12 13 2,026 +17 +6 10 1,637 137 160 105
West South Central... +35 -3 45 6,041 +22 +1 38 7,116 178 198 169
Mountain....e.ven . . +48 -8 21 4,422 -2 +5 20 5,022 118 151 104
Pacific.... +49 -8 881" 26,274 +10 +4 64 14,969 122 134 106
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies
Alstribubors. ceescnisereraennsracncntnventaceass -9 =1 500 61,868 -5 -3 438 107,031 196 162 202
New England -17{  +35 20 2,948 ] () | (0 x) x) (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlanticecoess =17 -8 65 9,936 ~12 -2 41 8,501 119 139 135
East North Central... . .. -22 -2 77 8,577 ~12 -2 72 13,680 171 144 169
West North Central... +10 -8 20 2,723 -8 +3 19 4,703 180 172 158
South Atlantic..e..... . +12 +7 34 6,392 -3 -1 24 7,148 150 211 166
East South Central.. . -16 -25 22 2,076 | (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) (x)
West South Central.. .o +2 +1 191 23,490 +2 ~1 188 52,779 227 159 231
PaclfiCecvennrsnas vevevavesas beseed seceanansens ~10 -9 46 2,985 ~19 -2 41 6,376 248 233 245

x Insufficlent data to show separately.

n.a. Cumulative trends not available for this elassification.

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of {irms reporting inventories
in conjunciion with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculations for the markup of sales, which varies from trade to trade.

2 Egtablishments reporting in this survey are part of a probability sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of business.
However, percentage changes shown in table 1 and table 2 are computed on an unweighted basis by summarizing those reports received in time
for tabulation and which provide data in each of the periods for which comparisons are made. Data may not necessarily represent trends of
all wholeselers but do reflect the experience of those wholesalers reporting.

3 Reported values are shown merely as an indication of coverage represented by the reporting panel for a kind of business or a geographic
division. These should not be used for trend comparison with reported values for other months beecsuse the reporting panel may vary in
size from month to month, depending upon the number of reports received in time for tabulation.

4 Not affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups.

5 Ineludes general-line electrical goods, wiring supplies, construction materials, and apperatus wholesalers.

6 Totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately.

States comprising geographic divisions

New Englend (Conn., Maine, Mass., N. H., R. I., Vi.) Fast South Ceniral (Ala., Ky., Miss., Temn.)
Middle Atlantie (N. J., N. Y., Pa.) West South Central (Ark., La., Okla., Tex.)
Fast North Central {I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.) South Central - East South Central and West South Central
' combined,
West ‘North Central (Iowa, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., N. Dak., S. Dak.) Mountain {(Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Mev., N. Hex., Utah, Wyo.)

South Atlantic (Del., D. €., Fla., Ga., Md.; N. C., S. C., Va., W. Va.) Paeific (Calif.; Oreg., Wash.)
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Data shown in this report are based on reports submitted by a reporting panel of . over 9,400 merchart
wholesalers representing firms in all parts of ‘the country - and various kinds of . business. The reporting
panel is part of a probability sample recently developed by the Bureau of the Census in order to provide
national dollar volume estimates of sales and inventories of merchant wholesalers by kind of business, These

dollar volume estimates are now being compiled and will be introduced in the Monthly Wholesale Trade Report
in the near future.

SALES

Cumulative 1954 sales of merchant wholesalers, which trailed cumulative 1953 sales throughout the year,
vere still slightly (1%) behind 1953 sales for the entire year despite increases reported for December.
However, 10 trades showed annual 1954 sales ahead of 1953. Three itrades—-lumber and construction materials,
air conditioning and commercial refrigeration equipment, and grocery retailer-cooperative warehouses—-shared
the principal inerease (10%). Other important gains over 1953 were reported by farm supplies (8%), grocery
voluntary groups (5%), and service equipment (5%). The largest declines were shown by the durable goods
trades--metals and metelwork (11%), industrial machinery and eipplies (9%) ; hardware (74), and electrical
appliances (6%).

December 1954 sales of merchant wholesalers were up 5 percent above November and were also 5 percent
higher than sales a year ago. More than half of the trades reported sales. gainsover November,. with motor-
vehicle dealers, up 29 percent, registering the prineipal increase. Other substantial gains were noted by
wines and spirits wholesalers (18%), electrical equipment and supplies wholesalers (184), and tobaceo dis—
tributors (17%). Sharp declines were reported by stationery and wallpaper wholesalers (21%), air condition-
ing and refrigeration equipment distributors (18%), construction materials distributors (174), and dry goods
wholesalers (15%). Compared with a year ago, all but 10 trades registered increases. Substantial gains
were noted by lumber and millwork wholesalers (40%), iron and steel serap dealers (39%), motor-vehicle dis-

tributors (26%), and clothing and furnishings wholesalers (20%). Paint and varnish vholesalers showed +the
sharpest decline (13%) belovw sales a year ago. ’

INVENTORIES

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at yeer-end were down 3 percent from November 30 and were
also slightly {1%) below stocks on hand December 31, 1953, Most trades showed only small changes in inven-
tories. Iron and steel scrap dealers, with an increase of 62 percent over year-ago stocks, and meat products
wholesalers, with inventories up 29 percent since November, registered the most substantial changes. Based
on reports of establishments submitting inventory figures in conjunction with sales data, the December 1954

- stock-sales ratio of 119 percent was 10 points below that of the previous month and equally below the De-
cember 1953 ratio.

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—-TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Table 1,--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLNSALERS:

UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

DECEMBER 1954
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stack-sales ratiogt
Percent change December 1954 panel Percent December 1954 panel percent
£
Dee, 1954 - |12 mo.|Number of | Reported Dec, 1954 |Number of | Reported
Eind of business from | 195 | estab- | dollar £romer estab- | dollar | Dec. | Dec. |Nov,
E]
Dec. Hov. from |lishments valuead | Dec. | Nov. 1ishments values 1954 1 1953 | 1954
1953 | 1954 |22 mO+| Feport- 1053 | 1954 | TePOTE-
1953 ing? (add 000) ing? {add 000)
Merchant wholesalera y botaLlescinrinenranas +5 +5 -1 9,428 {$2,576,656 -1 -3 & ,;739 $2,217,740 119 1291 129
Grocery, confectlonery, meat wholesalers. 4 15 +2 1,221 389,505 =3 =1 957 219,280 79 g6 83
General-line grocery wholesalers. +3 -2 +5 753 195,169 0 wde 639 . 143,876 103 106 | 105
Nonaffillated®s.sesesrveresnses =1 -2 -2 . 562 744259 -2 -3 474 71,922 1321 132 131
Voluntary groupdecscesccesessns +2 -3 +5 170 78,779 -1 b 150 58,383 87 96 90
Retaller-cooperatives.csosesssncoracsess +13 +14 +10 21 42,131 +9 -3 15 13,571 75 76 71
Specialty-line grocery wholeselerSessisesveasrse +9 +14 0 256 149,086 ~12 +1 ‘170 65,794 66 85 72
Confectionery wholesalerSeeeevesreress .e +5 +2 -1 72 6,555 +13 -2 35 1,303 52 51 57
Meat, meat products wholezalers.... vevesne -5 +7 -3 140 38,695 +18 +29 113 8,307 24 19 20
Edible farm products distributorSe.ssscsssssesss ~2 +1 =3 791 180,715 =16 -4 616 47,066 33 30 35
Dairy, poultry products distributors.......... -2 +1 -4 484 144,158 -16 -1 394 39,062 34 31 35
Fresh fruit, vegetsble wholesalers........ee.. 0 -3 0 307 36,557 ~14 -14 222 8,004 29 28 34
Beer, wine, distilled spirits vholesalers....... +1 +17 -1 400 204,284 4| ~23 313 119,205 75 88| 115
Beer AistributorSe.icerscorcivecnnessnsosccsne +2 +6 -1 129 12,818 +5 -5 109 4,802 44 40 49
Vine, distilled spirits wholesalers..........s +1 +18 -2 2N 191,466 -1 -20 204 114,403 77 931 121
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalers... +4 -1 0 588 136,113 0 -4 393 156,521 154 159 | 157
Drug vholesalers (general and specialty
1INEE) ervsrnrsenoscrasrsanarsnsonsvansrenssnrs +6 -2 +1 291 98,500 +3 -3 225 129,630 161 162 | 164
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesalers.. +1 +5 -3 164 /30,953 ~12 +2 29 20,892 130 148 | 134
Paint, varnish wholesalerSeeesscessesssecnsecs ~13 -f -5 133 6,660 +3 ) +6 69 5,999 222 232 | 176
Tobacco distributors...... F T T T TR R e +2 +17 -2 232 60,805 -6 -17 127 17,628 44 48 62
Dry goods, apparel wholesaleTS...eesecsscerions . +10 =4 =1 365 134,126 -3 + 199 165,214 206 2411 195
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalers... +20 -9 +1 83 14,179 -9 -3 36 9,219 184 2191 180
Dry goods wholesalers (general and specialty .
lines).....................................L. -2 <15 -2 166 38,125 + +5 101 81,224 272 261 | 224
Piece goods CONVErterSsssessvesescrsivscsesnas +17 +5 +2 116 81,822 ~10 +4 62 74,771 139 199 | 156
Farniture, home furnishings wholesalerSes.e.ss. +8 =& =3 240 37,822 +1 -6 148 37,565 150 166 ) 163
Furniture wholeBalerSe.eesvseevssesosssneneses] +13 43} mn.a. 112 12,944 +9] -6 59 10,693 126 125} 158
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalers. +6 ~71 n.a. - 128 24,878 -1 -7 89 26,872 163 181 165 .
Paper, allied products wholesalers seesmssruracas +11 -3 +3 349 63,082 -3 -6 230 43,053 93 97.] 100
Paper wholeSalersesscscsssssssens . +11 +1] n.a. 206 53,839 -3 -7 143 33,865 83 91 93
Stationery, wallpaper vholesalers....... . +8 ~21} n.a. 143 9,243 +1 -5 87 9,188 164 1631 142
Inedible farm products merchantf.cecsesecsceases +9 +5| n.a. 216 240,910 +13 +6 149 267,980 191 1941 187
AULOMOLAVE WhOLESHLETS esursrennssssasmssennnons +19 +13]| n.a. 518 73,277 -8 Q 315 70,496 110 149 | 127
Motor-vehicle distributorSessesescsscecneavars] 426 +2%| n.a. 62 46,384 -3 +5 46 24,071 53 55 66
Automotive equipment, tire-iube wholesalers... +11 7 -5 456 26,893 -9 -2 269 46,425 245 2951 231
Electrical, electronic, spplience goods dis-
ATiDULO B, sasseseseosreanrsrccsesscsrornranssce +1 +11 -4 758 244,563 +2 ~10 €95 252,110 109 110} 134
. Flectrical equipment, supplies wholesalers’... 0 +18 b 526 166,181 +3] =10 506 169,552 104 105 137
Flectrical applisnces, IV and radio sets and
parts, and electronic parts, equipment dis-
HributorSaeccscasseccrcatsesresrsarsisansannes +5 +1 -6 232 78,382 5 § ~10 189 " 82,558 119 1281 130
Hardware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalers... +2 -6 —6 517 113,328 -2 -4 384 205,520 213 221 208
Hardware wholesalerSeceesicsscssrscasarrosonss +2 -5 -7 187 77,074 -2 =% 142 146,340 215 222 211
Plumbing, heating goods distributors.......... +3 -8 -3 330 36,254 -2 -5 242 59,180 207 220 199
Lumber, construction materials distributorses.ee +34 6 +10 432 99,200 +5 +3 280 62,556 11). 138 102
Lumber, millwork wholesaleISeseessssncesscnses +0 <21 n.a. 257 80,094 44 +3 175 50,607 116 1531 110
Construction materials distributorS..cc.ceccess +11 =17 mn.a. 475 19,106 +9 431 105 11,949 94 91 79
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors..... +1 + -5 1,364 149,493 ~1 +2 1,003 257,772 197 202 201
Ajr conditioning, commercial refrigeration -
equipment distributorsscisecesreccrsacscocnne +51 ~-18 +10 99 5,440 =17~ -3 57 4,606 101 170 83
Commercial machines, equipment distributors... +6 +3 +3 121 11,582 +7 -2 87 9,784 107 106 109
Industrial mechinery, equipment, supplies i . .
NOUBESasssessoarasesssessransassorasaasnasses -5 *10 -9 533 74,298 +4 +4 450 133,047 201 a79 214
Professional equipment, supplies houseste..ea. +4 +4 0 293 20,229 +5 0 257 35,846 195 185 204
Surgical, medical, hospital supply houses... +1 +2 -2 49 6,011 +5 0 36 6,722 133 125 136
Service establishment equipment, supplies .
NOUSESeesessavsscrnsroarscsnssnsantssansasces +15 ~131 45 114 6,406 -2 +2 T4 9,243 192 2441 170
Other machinery, equipment distributors.ci.vss +8 <1 . 204 31,538 -10 +1 t 168 65,246 238 282 | 231
Metals, metalwork (except screp) distributors... 4 +14 =11 276 128,940 -14 4 207 109,521 196 226 | 208
Iron, steel and products distributors..cecs... +2 +15{ n.a. 194 65,975 -13 -5 146 83,350 298 3121 325
Nonferrous metals distributorseccssrecesecenss -9 +13| n.a. 82 62,965 -17 +21. 61 26,171 94 117 93
Iron-steel serap, waste materials GedlerSe.ceses +31 +6] n:ia. 262 75,568 +43 -3 169 23,201 44 42 49
Iron-steel scrap dealerSesrcssecsessnscrecnsone +39 +10| n.a. 156 63,810 +62 -3 110 18,557 41 37 46
Waste materials dealerS.ceeccosesecnsrnscescas +1 -10] n.a. 106 11,758 -10 -2 59 4,644 62 72 59
Other merchent wholeSelers®....vecresascesnsones 43 +6| n.a. 839 244,925 0 -3 514 163,052 104 110) 112
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers......... +3 +5| n.a. 121 16,280 -10] -19 68 11,120 100] 109 124
Book, periodicel, newspaper wholesalerss......i +11 491 n.a. 93 9,238 -13 -2 30 3,851 138 1717 143
Coal WholeSalerSesncenscsssncsssassvanscesanae +7 +10 -8 216 69,876 +1 ~15 23 27,059 71 7 96
+15 +16 +8 191 46,958 +4 +5 147 42,512 137 1591 143
Jewelry WholeSalerSeeeccosrvvensosnossnrencnne 0 0 -7 111 17,382 +8 -7 53 19,457 181 154 | 209

See page 4 for footnotes.
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Tal;le 2.,-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVEN’IORIBS. OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SEIECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

DECEMEER 1954
Sales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) tock-sales ratiost
Percent Decenber 1954 panel Percent December 1954 penel (percent)
Kind of business nang®s, | Wamber of | Reportea | <h®0ES,  ["wumner of | Reported
and Dec. 1954 | “ogten- dollar | DeC: ¥ esteb- |  dollar .
geographic division from= |1 1shments values? frome- lishments values? 2;;," ?;g; Tom
Dec,. ‘| Nov. repori~ Dec, Nov. report-
1953 | 1954 ing? (add 000) [1953 | 1954 ing? (add 000)

Merchant wholesalers, total®......c.eviveeennn] 45 45 9,428 | $2,576,656 ~1]- -3 6,789 $2,217.740] 119 129] 129
New England.e.eecescscsssscennasans +2 +2 501 115,424 0] -1 3361 124,435 142 151 149
Middle Atlantie..... cessans +6 +12 2,233 891,301 -6 =3 1,302 470,737 85 99 98
East North Centrel..ceecsasvosscenssass ~eaae +5 +1 1,832 499,674 e =5 1,359 415,679 103 121 110
West North Central..: +7 -3 899 203,088 +3 -2 697 242,107 155 159 151
0 -2 . 930 189,941 +3 -6 696 235,145 161 165 178
B +6 406 116,073 0 -1 309 123,840 151 179 160
+3 +13 1,009 198,692 +6 +2 862 280,367 169 163 190
+10 +6 292 48,518 +1 4 232 65,030 154 150 173
+10 +1 1,326 313,945 o} -5 996 260,400 111 121 118
General-line grocery wholeSAlerSceecisessscsossasns +3 -2 753 195,169 01 . -4 639 143,876 103 106 105
Middle Atlantic..cicncencceeccasancnnccsscnnrsona] - =3 [¢] 76 18,734 -3 =11 46 15,890 104 130 115
East North Central..... +5 e 137 35,465 +4 +1 120 27,865 105 113 103
West North Centraliceessresses +6 -3 126 31,945 ~1 -3 121 28,330} 95 101 96
-6 +8 33 7,522 -6 4 © 23 5,78 121 120| 129
East South Central..... -1 -2 41 7,608 +3 12 39 8,289 i1 99 123
West South Cenhtral..... +5 +1 91 17,016 -6 -2 S0 19,583 116 107 119
+13 +1 36 6,905 +3 -8 30 5,513 102 112 115
+4 -3 209 67,038 -1 -2 167 © 31,920 97 97 92
+9 +14 256 149,086 ~12 +1 170 65,794 €6 85 72
-1 -15 16 1,681 -15 0 8 825 115 127 a3
Middle Atlantic... +7 +19 119 105,164 =10 +6 79 42,814 62 . 78 &6
East North Central, -5 +3 29 8,001 0 +3 22 7,884 107 102 106
West North Ceniral..ce.... +2 -6 8 1,496 +3 -8 -7 829 68 66 78

South Atlanticesseseencnss 0 -3 19 1,4731 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (%)
West South Central..cceees. %25 | 425 28 15,370 | {x) -6 24 6,480 80 | {(x) 116
+32 =14 27 12,714 -1 ~22 17 5,627 47 86 52
~2 +1 484 144,158 -16 -1 394 39,062 34 31 35
g3 3 21 6,219 | 2% 36 18 728 2T 33 17
. =3 +4 92 39,889 =15 [¢] 63 7,245 26 29 26
East Nortn Central, -4 -2 98 34,667 -23 +1 77 9,088 31 33 30
West North Central. -4 +2 42 9,113 b +8 34 6,045 75 66 71
South Aflantie.. -4 +2 55 11,825 +12 <1 48 2,950 b4 26 4d

South Central.esesees -3 +2 59 7,8221 (x) (x) {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
;L B N +5 +3 167 31,612 +25 =7 97 9,874 32 20 36
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalerS.ecvescnssecsnsns 6] =3 3Q7 36,557 ~14 ~14 222 8,004 29 28 34
+25 +9 . 16 © 1,157 -27 -19 14 248| 22 42 31
Middle AtlantiC.ecceeivaennasses ~1 -6 43 5,504 +15 -20 21 202 7 6 8
Fast North Central......vs.s -3 +3" 34 7,623 =10 -8 24 966 16 17 18
West North Central....esess. +2 +9 54 4,367 [¢] -16 45 941 25 24 32
South Atlantic.esecsnasconss -5 =7 28 2,192 -2 4 17 1,223 71 76 71
-2 ~12 42 6,766 30 -22 31 1,307 29 46 41
-7 4 17 . 701 =32 ~14 12 124 28 34 32
B 1 & e +2, -3 73 8,247 -19 -14 58 2,993 40 24 46

- e

Drug wholesalers (general .nd specialty 1ines}..... +6 -2 291 98,500 +3 -5 225 129,630 161 162 164
New Englandiceseecesssiossicncosscsasnnssasns . +8 +9 16 6,901 +6 -5 13 6,525 21 132 138
Middle Atlantlceecassses oo +7 s . 66 24,3332 +2 ~3 40 27,606 171 146 169
Eagt North Central... caee +6 -3 58 19,5411 47 -5 48 24,234 146 151 148
West North Central..... +3 -2 21 7,618 +6 -6 19 10,532 157 156 163
South Atlantice.e.ass + ~2 4l 13,192 0 -3 32 16,864 162 163 166
East South Central... +5 -2 B 3,729 +2 -5 10 5,447 175 181 180
Weat South Central..... +4 0 37 9,694 +1 -4 28 15,537 192 195 198
Mountaine.eosvecereosnns +8 -8 1014 - 2,914 ~4 <14 10 5,129 176 226 188
+5 -5 26 11,389 ¢] -6 25 17,756 156 167 158
42 +17 232 60,805 -6 =17 127 17,628 4 48 62
-10 +26 22 5,592 <15 ~11 9 1,670 49 51 68
Middle Atlanticesseiseansen +2 +18 45 17,686 -17 -19 26 5,444 50 63 73
East’North Central... +3 +17 36 11,681 +9 -6 21 2,834 37 36 47
+3 +26 14 2,796 ~-14 -23 9 681 34 39 56
+14 +21 28 9,765 -3 =139 . 20 3,339 45 59 63

+8 | +16 37 5,933 (x) |[(x) (x) - (x) (x) 1) |
+10 A 365 134,126 =3 +h 199 165,214 206 241 195
" New England.-........................-... -9 0 18 13,684 +15 -2 9 36,431 298 225] . 300
Middle Atlanticeeeesscsnsa +15 +1 234 86,631 -11 +3 116 85,689 159 221 168
Eagt North Centrel.seesss. +14 -22 23 3,168 -2 -2 18 4,743 158 182 124
Weat North Central..... 0 -21 16 7,020 ~4 +3 12 24,7740 367 381 281
South Atlantic... +10 ~25 . 8 1,354 +8 +5 5 2,361 214 205 141
Eagt South Central. +11 =30 15 1,168 -13 =17 6 1,618 216 509 168

PaCIfiCuveenssenrnareviseresanccncancronansnesnas +8 ~30 a7 44505 | (x} (x) (x) (x} (x) (x) (x)
urniture, home furnishings wholesalerS..eseesesos. +8 ~4 240 37,822 +1 -6 148 37,565 150 166 163
Middle AT18NE1C. ccarenavacacarnsenanse . -1 -13 7 14,2331 -1 -6 30 6,454 153 167 150
Eagt North Central..se.... . +8 -8l 54 7,360 -1 -6 35 9,432 153 166 151
West North Central........ o] 417 -2 18 2,374 +1 4 15 4,156 197 231 198
South Atlantic....... ee] 31 +39 26 4,325 +5 ~20 13 2,684 84 107 165
South Central.secesesssces oo +17 +3 33 4,542 +9 ~-10 22 5,624 169 162 182
I R i 7.1 =3 22 3937 -2 +1 20 5,733 147 163 143

See page 4 for footnotes.
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Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESATERS:

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

DECEMBER 1954
Sgales Inventory, end-of-month (at cost) Stock-gales ratios!
(tnd Percent December 1954 panel Percent December 1954 penel (percent)
o et oore e [t ot | eported | 208, aber o | reported
estab~ ollar estab= dollar
geographic division from-- 1ishmerits values? from-— 11shments vaiues? Dec.| Dec. |Nov.

Dec. | Nov. | report- Dec. | Nov. report— 1954 1953 {1954
1953 | 1954 ing? (add 000} 1953 | 1954 ing?

Automotive equipment;, tire-tube wholesalerS....... +11 -7 456 $26,893 -9 =2 269 $46,425 245 295 231
New England..c.ecssesesins +25 9} 7 981 +7 +1 5 1,815 259 300 245
Hiddle Atlantic.c..o.un +15 -10 73 3,789 ~17 -3 31 2,884 223 281 195
East North Central..... +9 -4 92 7,147 -26 +3 54 12,768 214 326 201
West North Central......... 16 -9 61 2,382 -8 -3 21 4,523 388 397 336
South AtlantiCe..crvecvrenns 421 -14 57 3,393 +4 -5 44 8,223 268 327 248

-6 =12 27 1,868 | +3 ~3 23 3,843 219 199 197
-4 -l 21 1,631 +1 ~8 20 5,410 332 317 349
+1 +1 31 2,042 -4 +4 26 3,432 191 198 184
PAC i e rsatresenurerncrosorassossassasssscnoas +29 0 &7 3,660 ~-16 -7 45 3,527 224 262 219

Electrical, electronic, appliance goods. “en +1 +11 758 244,563 +2 -10 695 252,110 109 110 134
New ENgland..c.esevesnsesecnasans T +8 23 12,537 2| =10 P3 13,867 | 113 | 1151 135
Middle Atlantic..... +1 +11 118, 60,280 ~3 -6 99 56,869 101 119 119
East North Central.... cass -3 +11 193 53,940 + -14 183 53,776 102 94 131
Vest North Central..... .o -ty +8 78 24,630 +11 -6 69 24,225 12 93 140
South Atlantic...eenenans. sas +2 +13 121 30,786 +2 <9 108 3,856 117 113 145
Bast South Cemtral.......... +8 +11 40 9,622 =141 -5 38 10,490 111 137 146
West South Central.vsvceaoas rearenvenan +7 +16 64 16,414 +12 -6 83 23,343 143 138 176
Mountaine.sseveernsavsesenen -5 +6 24 6,063 ~-11 -16 24 6,446 106 104 134
Pacific... +11 +12 77 30,291 +3 ~15 70 29,238 29 105 129

Hardvware WholeSalerS.eeseeeeeseroaacsccssonsnoasins =5 +2 187 77,074 =2 =4 142 346,340 215 222 211
HMiddle Atlantic..... -5 -2 24 5,781 + +2 10 7,773 196 179 192
East Norih Central =11 ~12 31 16,961 -3 -4 29 35,781 212 203 194
Wiest North Central.. -3 ~14 22 10,660 +6 4 20 25,576 259 221 226
South Atlantic...... 0 -7 28 5,705 -6 -7 18 10,879 233 264 231
East South Central... +8 -1 24 15,150 -7 4] 23 27,002 179 206 179
West South Central..... +18 +5 21 8,848 -9 -9 15 9,669 167 218 197
Mountaine.scsevenernns +11 +5 7 12,207 0 ~7 6 4,830 241 260 275
PacifiC.eeracicnacennes +12 -1 25 10,889 ~1 -8 18 23,855 256 288 274

Plumbing, beating goods wholesaleTS..esesvsnsssace +3 -8 330 36,254 -2 -5 242 59,180 207 220 199
New England..eevscesiassecaanrscras +12 ~10 16 1,328 | (x) x) {x) [€3) {x} x) {x)
Middle Atlantic... -3 -5 104 9,774 -3 ~4 . .58 10,413 190 pioay 187
East North Central -5 =10 47 4,194 -7 =7 37 7,214 197 189 193
Wlest North Central....... +19 =12 35 44247 ~6 -7 33 8,396 203 256 191
South AtlantiC..eseavsees +2 -3l 59 9,130 +8 -9 48 13,704 174 ‘160 169
East South Central.. +6 -8 14 1,988 +14 -3 i3 3,441 17 170 169
West South Central.. +2 1. =1 28 2,002 +2 -2 26 5,032 257 261 261
Mouritain, . ..eeaves +10| 5[ 7 501 | {x) (x) x) {x) (x) (x) {x)
PACif Casneaeerenenoannotscanneteroscansrenconns 415 -1 20 3,063 -8 - 12 5,155 241 231 236

Lumber, construction materials dealers....c.ecssses +34 -6 432 99,200 +5 +3 280 62,556 111 138 102
New England..vecvacieneasvoneaanns +24 ~ -2 28 7,852 +13 ~4 24 7,119 93 124 9%
Middle Atlantic... +20 -7 80 15,562 ~12 -3 54 8,921 yas S8 70
Easi North Central.. +34 -7 111 17,132 -5 +7 53 10,649 116 163 112
Vest North Central...... +51 -2 32 21,931 +34 +16 20 4,871 133 190 96
South Atlantic...... +21 -18 38 4,653 -6 +2 24 3,742 128 | 170 100
East South Centrsl.. +31 -7 16 2,646 +16 +7 12 1,600 134 160 122

+45 -5 30 3,853 +23 +8 30 7,627 198 246 174

. +60 +4 i3 3,162 +8 +3 11 3,546 116 168 117

PacifiCicscacssseesiiassreoseratsesnocecsanen ves +34 -6 84 22,409 +7 -1 52 14,481 17 114 108
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies

distributorse..eveseenecns heeena Ateesiansentensas ~5 +10 533 74,298 +4 +4 450 133,047 201 179 214

-8 =24 1 10 909 =31 -3 5 795 124 144 82

-3 +11 46 6,830 +5 4 21 5,374 119 111 132

~15 +4 48 6,616 L-23 +1 35 9,236 | 163 176 172

+2 +11 .35 3,206 -10 -5 20 3,484 186 178 212

+10 +1 38 8,278 -7 +1 36 12,337 163 199 160

=5 +14 271 30,599 +17 +10 251 63,247 224 193 237

-16 +18 29 © 6,933 +14 +2 28 15,834 232 123 238

~-12 +10 56 10,927 -12 -4 &7 21,248 206 191 214

x Insufficient data to show separately.

n.a. Cumulative trends not available for this classification.

-

in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these caleulations for the markup of sales, which varies from trade to trade.

n

Establishments reporting in this survey are part of a probability sample representing merchant vholestlers in all kinds of business.

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of irms reporting inventories

However, percentage changes shown in table 1 and table 2 are computed on an unweighted basis by swmmarizing those reporis received in time

for tabulation and which provide data in each of the periods for which comparisons are made.

all wholesalers but do reflect the experience of those wholesalers reporting.

w

Data may not necessarily represent trends of

Reported values are showh merely as an indication of coverage represented by the reporting panel for a kind of business or a geographic

division, These should not be used for trend comparison with reported vdlues for other months because the reéorting panel may vary in

size from month t6 month, depending upon the number of reports received in time for tabulation.
Mot affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups.
Includes general-line electrieal goods, wiring supplies, construction materials, and apparatus wholesalers.
Totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately.

o w

States comprising geographic divisions

New England (Comn., Maine, Mess., W. H., H. I., Vt.)

Middle A%lantic (N. J., M. Y., Pa.)

East North Central (I1l., Ind., Mich., Ohio, Wis.)

West North Central (Iows, Kans., Minn., Mo., Nebr., H. Dak., S. Dak.)
South Atlantic (Del., D. C., Fla., Ga., Md., N. C., S. C., Va,, W. Va.)

Bast South Central (Ala., Ky., Miss., Tenn.
Viest South Central (Ark., La., Okla., Tex.)
South Central - East South Central and West Sonth Central
combined.,
Mountain (Ariz., Colo., Idaho, Mont., Nev., M. Mex., Utah, Wyo.}
Pacific (Calif., Oreg., Wash.)

)]




