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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Data shown in this report are based on reports submitted by a reporting panel of over 10,000 merchant
wholesalers representing firms in all parts of the country and various kinds of business. The reporting
panel is part of a probability sample recently developed by the Bureau of +the Census in.order o provide
natlonal dollar volume estimates of sales and inventories of merchant wholesalers by kind of business. These
dollar volume estimates are now being compiled and will be introduced in the Monthly Wholesale Trade Report

in the near future. Beginning with this publication, reports included in these tabulations are welghted to
reflect their probablility of selectlon (see note on page :

Sales

January 1955 sales of merchant wholesalers showed a seasonal decline of 12 percent below the previous
month, but were up 6 percent above sales a year ago.

A1l geographic divisions experlenced decreases in sales from December 1954, but showed increased sales
over a year ago. Declines from the previcus month varied from 9 to 17 percent, with the Middle Atlantic
Division noting the sharpest drop. Compared with a year ago, the Pacific Division, up 12 percent, noted the
principal increase, .

Most trades shown in this report indicated declines from December 1954 sales. The most substantial
decreases were noted for wines and distilled spirits wholesalers (53%), amusement and sporting goods whole-
salers (46h), and Jewelry wholesalers (44%). The only large increase over December 1954 sales was reporied
by farm supplies wholesalers (26%). Compared with January 1954, only seven trades--mostlynondurable good s~
reported declines. However, gubstantial increases were noted by iron and steelscrap dealers (62%); lumber
and construction materials distributors (31%)) waste materials dealers (31%); book,periodical, and news-:

paper wholesalers (29%); air conditioning and refrigeration equipment distributors (21%); and motor-vehicle
distributors (19%). ‘

Inventories

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers -at the end of January were up 1 percent as compared with
December 31 stocks and showed no change from inventories on hand January 31, 1954. By trade, inventory
changes vere, for the most part, small. Inventories held by fresh fruit and vegetable wholesalers, up 12
percent, registered +the only substantlal change over previous month inventories. Compared with stocks on
hand a year ago, the most notable changes were increases of 32 percent for Iron and steel serap dealers and
34 percent for air conditioning and refrigeration equipment distributors; and a decline of 29 percent for
vaste materials dealers. Based on reports of establishments submitting inventory figures in conjunction with

sales data, the January stock-sales ratlio of 130 percent was 19 points above the previous month but 8 points
lower than the ratlo for January 1954.
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Table 1.--TRENDS- IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESAIERS: UNITED -STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

JANUARY 1955
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios®
(at cost) (percent)
Kind of business Percent change, | Jan. 1955 | percent change, | 9J8n. 1955
Jan. 1955 from-- | panel-- | Jan. 1955 from-- | psnel--
Number of Number of Jan. Jan. Dec.
Jan. Dec. establish-[ 7.5, Dec. | establish-| 1955 1954 1954
1954 1954 ments re- 1954 1954 ments re-
porting porting
Merchant wholesalers......... teesnecens eremnaa .e +6 -12 10,095 0 +1 7,536 130 138 111
Grocery, confectionery, meat wholegalersee.e.v.iveeeoss 4 =5 1,045 =6 +1 844 82 79 78
General-line grocery wholesalers....... +1 +1 565 -2 +2 513 110 1nv 114
Nonaffiliated?... +2 0 389 0 +3 378 130 138 129
Voluntery groups.. -3 4] 158 -8 +2 122 108 110 106
Retaller-cooperative. . ivevnasvanns +11 +7 18 +4 -2 13 68 66 82
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers... =12 -10 252 -14 -1 176 70 61 62
Confectionery wholesalers..cus.veessss . . b -19 89 -2 ~1 50 83 a7 66
Meat, meat products wholesalers....veseesens veveeans -1 ~-10 139 -9 + 105 20 21 18
Edible farm products distributors.....cceicennasn enee 0 =11 890 -4 +5 711 31 29 26
Dairy, poultry products distributors.......... . -2 -12 567 -7 +4 465 33 31 28
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalers....ceseeencrcecns +5 -9 323 +5 +12 246 26 24 21
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers... 0 44 472 -3 Q 385 128 128 74
Beer distributors..cceeceiiecaneananenn ees 0 -26 125 -6 +3 109 63 66 48
Wine, distilled spirits whclesalers. . (s} =53 347 -2 -1 276 77 171 86
Drugs, chemlcels, allied products wholesalerS......... +10 +1 617 15 +3 447 138 142 137,
Drug wholesalers {general and specialty lines)..... +12 +1 298 +9 +3 239 143 146 142
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesalers........ +4 -2 174 -10 L 113 97 108 92
Paint, varnish wholesalers.icevassonsnscsnee +9 +4 145 -4 +4 95 196 207 231
Tobacco distributors......... L e +3 -23 266 -5 +2 170 61 66 46
Dry goods, apparel WhOlesaleérS....cessessncsseasasnans +7 -1 404 =4 2 185 180 225 164
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalers...... +16 -17 100 3 +3 55 195 214 151
Dry goods. wholesalers (general and specialty lines). -2 +6 173 -8 +2 67 170 247 166
Piece goods converters..... ervacrsrenssrenrranonsas +16 +5 131 0 +1 63 179 207 177
Furniture, home furnishings WholesalerS...ciccssraeass . +16 -11 232 + +3 164 164 215 132
Furniture wholesalerS....eeesseescesacsssnes .. +16 0 109 +1 -1 72 153 182 143
Home furnishings, floor coverings vholesalers.. .o +15 =17 123 +6 +4 92 171 234 127
Paper, ‘allied products wholesslers....... erererrancee N +6 ~4 440 +4 =1 216 124 108 | 18
Paper wholesalers. +6 -4 288 +4 o) 139 115 104 100
Stationery, wallpaper wholesalers. craceemennrionen +5 -8 152 +4 ~3 77 196 149 190
Inedible farm products merchants e atemrereraaenr. +3 -18 275 -3 -4 210 134 132 120
Auvbomotive wholesalers. cevvisvvrssvssivarasionsannsasa +15 =7 497 -2 4] 338 205 227 190
Motor-vehicle distributors..... +19 +8 83 -12 9] 60 95 127 102
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers. . +14 -12 434 o o} 278 267 284 230
Electrical, electronic, appliance goods distributors.. +10 -18 809 4 +1 44 147 166 120
Electrical -equipment, supplies vholesalers®......... +13 -19 552 ~4 0 530 150 168 119
Electrical appliances, TV and radio sets and parts, E
and electronic parts, equipment distributors....... +3 =15 257 +4 +6 214 142 iei 121
Hardware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalers........ . +10 -10 522 o +6 412 259 290 220
Hardvare wholesglerS.e.ivssarararoarssanas PR +8 -12 211 - -1 +7 180 300 315 246
Plugbing, heating goods dlstributors......... evsseen +13 -7 31 +3 +3 232 207 252 185
Lumber, construction meterials distributors........ ver +31 -7 492 +12 +2 350 102 128 93
Tamber, millwork vholesalerS..ve.s~esscsss +32 A 282 +11 +7 197 95 125 85
Construction materials distributors.. +28 ~11 210 +13 0 153 120 141 109
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors........... +7 ~5 1,486 0 -2 1,202 158 196 178
Air conditioning, commercial refrigeration equip
ment ALstribUtors.e. sririseriesrasonsnenn rveraan +21 -8 89 +34 +3 71 269 292 248
Commercial mhchines, equipment distributors. cearreae +13 -20 186 -1 -2 131 209 169 177
Industrial mechinery, equipment, supplies houses.... +3 -6 551 -2 -3 476 180 194 183
Professional equipment, supplies houses®... B +2 ~10 319 -6 +2 200 217 194 192
Surgleal, medical, hospital supply houses . +3 -9 66 [¢] +2 23 204 197 181
Service establlshment equipment, supplies houses.... 412 -3 107 +8 +2 71 159 169 148
Other machinery, equipment distributors.......... aae +12 +7 234 ~5 -2 253 220 272 239
Metals, metalwork (except .scrap) distributors......... +14 -6 359 -5 +4 301 163 198 154
Iron, steel and products distributors. +12 -3 288 ~7 + 241 199 263 198
Nonferrous metals distributors........ +19 -10 7L ¥ +4 +8 60 79 7L 62
Iron-steel serap, waste materigls dealers...eecesosses +48 -8 278 +15 =4 190 70 90 63
Iron-steel serap dealerSeiecevecsessceess +62 -10 155 +32 -5 112 77 102 72
Vagte materials dealers.. ves +31 ~4 123 -29 0 78 56 T4 51
Other. merchant wholesalers®.....ccoverecrsorossecsson 8 -14 1,011 +10 =1 667 97 132 _83
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers... . -7 ~46 117 -2 +7 88 302 277 159
Book, periodical, newspaper wholesalers es +29 -11 122 +7 -1 66 78 79 73
Conl WholesalerSecvenenseonsnasannns oo +3 b 253 +11 -11 134 38 38 39
Farm supplies wholegalers. e +2 +28 215 +5 4 184 140 146 183
Jewelry wholesalerS..scsas . 411 44 134 +8 -7 71 222 306 125

See page 4 for footnotes.
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Teble 2.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR 'SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

JANUARY 1955
Sai Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios?
ales at cost) (percent)
- Percent change, Percent change,
Kind of busimess and geographic division Jan. 1955 from-- Jan. 1955 from-- Jan. | Jan. . Dec.
Jan. Dee. Jan. Dee. 1955 1934 1934
1954 1954 1954 1954
Merchant wholesalers, total%. . eanennn. +6 ~12 0 +1 130 138 111
Nev England..... +10 -10 -1 +2 131 130 118
Middle Atlantic...... +7 -17 4 -1 102 13 a2
Fast North Central... cienaoe +4 ~13 © 43 +2 122 127 {. 104
West North Central... tremsanees +6 -1 -2 +2 140 150 113
South Atlantic.... +7 -5 +2 +2 14 162 128
East South Central...evervconasass +4 -12 pea +2 153 167 132
West South Central +4 ~12 +1 -1 185 188 164
Mountain....... ceanas . ' +9 ~-13 +1 +3 154 179 126
PacifiCeeersnersencnsosnans . . +12 -12 +3 +2 118 133 104
+1 +1 -2 +2 110 117 114
-1 -8 x) x) ) (x) (x)
-9 -3 -12 +5 109 132 103
East North Central. -6 +4 4 4 103 108 112
West North Central +11 +2 +2 -3 89 113 94
South Atlantic... 0 e +4 +2 128 122 132
East South Central. 0 4] +5 +3 151 141 144
West South Central. +18 ~3 -1 +9 122 139 108
Mountain......... . +1 + +3 +1 196 204 197
PacifiCeecrrarennecescesceasssocnn e . +1 +5 -8 +6 81 84 102
Specialty-line grocery WhoLeSALlerS.cesrocserarcesssssnncesesncnse =12 ~10 =14 -1 70. 61 62
New Englandessceerane cesserian +19 -8 +17 +7 75 86 61
Middle Atlantic.. -13 4 =21 -12 51 ez 54
East North Central....... -16 -18 +11 +10 99 73 73
West Horth Central.. ~28 -19 ~31 +h . 152 150 119
South Atlantie..... -14 -13 ~15 -3 . 85 121 el
South Central. -9 -13 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PACIfiCecssancetaarsarassnranniascnansen +3 -16 ~10 +15 53 741 40
Dairy, poultry products distributors... -2 =12 =7 +4 33 31 28
New Englande.ceceecssesecanoanacnss =2 +1 Ay +9 30 19 28
Middle Atlantiec.. -1 ~13 +1 +3 21 19 17
East North Central. -5 -17 ~-17 +7 25 25 20
West North Central.. -20 -17 -11 b 71 42 60
South Atlantic...... -2 4 -5 ~21 34 36 41
South Central...... -5 e +42 +21 59 43 47
+7 -8 =3 +13 53 58 43
+12 ~16 -28 +8 39 €0 31
+5 -9 +5 +12 26 24 21
-7 ~10 +22 +13 21 16 17
+9 ~15 +28 +20 16 14 11
East North Central.. . +16 -12 -1 +9 24 28 19
West North Central.. -3 -4 +1 +6 32 36 29
South Atlantic.... +6 ~13 +30 +4 39 34 33
South Central..... -11 -16 -32 +16 | 21 24 15
Pacific.iiiieinnscaannsnnain +5 0 -1 +17 27 24 23
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty lines) . +12 +1 +9 +3 143 146 142
New England.... +7 ~12 +1 +o 13 148 116
Middle Atlantie... +10 +1 0 +5 114 108 112
East Worth Central.. +18 +11 +19 +3 115 117 127
Viest North Central.. +5 -3 +3 +3 188 194 177
South Atlantic.... +15 -8 +3 +3 168 189 159
East South Central.. +12 -5 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
West South Central.. +5 -1 -1 +3 186 189 173
Mountain.......... « . . +8 +7 -3 +4 183 200 189
PACIfIC st tiietiietnnitcentnnenraaneranns +17 +h +27 +2 138 127 139
Tobacco distributors Crerenesariaecsrenetaesnasessneiay +3 ~23 -5 +2 61 66 46
PPN +24 -26 =29 -26 28 40 31
. creermanissctaarrenserenons 0 =26 -10 +5 73 73 49
East North Central....... -2 -29 -2 ~1 &4 69 45
West North Central.. +6 -23 0 +15 57 59 38
South Atlantic... -1 -18 -6 +3 76 82 60
East South Cemtral -6 -15 (x) (x) (x) . (x) (x)
West South Central.. +14 ~10 ~11 +12 59 80 47
2T L, -3 -4l x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Dry goods, apparel wholeSalerS.eec.essecsss +7 ~1 4 +2 1. 180 225 164
New Englande.cvaseeansness +34 +5 +5 +2 191 280 214
Middle Atlantic..... +3 -1 -~10 0 168, 207 145
East North Central.. +5 -29 +5 . +7 162 187 110
West North Central.veeeesseeecnanenans . . +21 +11 ~12 «1 226 282 317
South Atlantiec.... +16 +16 +7 +9 162 231 157
West South Central +13 +28 +10 +19 267 273 289
Pacificesaiceas PRI reesrainness +30 +4 +17 -2 239 271 235
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers...... teeenanne werranss .o +16 =11 % +3 164 215 132
New England...... N .o . +27 ~50 +15 +7 193 207 83
Middle Atlantic..... . +13 -~10 +13 +2 - 140 205 104
East North Central..... +16 A +1 0 145 170 143
West North Central..... +20 «3 +2 ) 201 207 172
South Atlantic..ieee.s. +5 -5 -5 +7 250 297 231 °
West South Central.. +28 ~12 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
3 ;L . +25 +3 G +6 170 264 155

See page 4 for footnotes.
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Table 2.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

JANUARY 1955
‘ Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratiost
(at cost) (percent)
Kind of business and geographle division i:;‘:eg 5?’;25:_’__ ‘P}::::erlx; 5?;:5;_’_
Jen. Jan, Dec.
Jan. - Dec. Jan. Dee. 1955 1954 1954
1954 1954 1954 1954
Automotive equipment, tire-tube vholesalers......oeecvs.s cenean . +14 -2 0 0 267 284 230
Mew England........s L AT . 5 28 +15 +1 256 221 227
Middle Atlantic...... . +17 ~26 . 2 -4 188 225 137
Fast North Central..... ¥28 -11 -2 0 251 339 206
West North Central.. -3 -13 -5 4 320 358 265
South Atlantic...... +15 +4 ~3 +2 210 242 221
East South Central..... +2 39 +7 +5 293 228 293
West Scuth Central..... -9 +1 -7 o} 365 232 378-
Mountain..... +45 -16 +12 -1 270 323 216
Pacific.,.... +38 -15 +34 -1 217 339 154
Electrical eguipment and supplies wholesalers? . +13 =19 ~bh 0 150 168 118
Hew England...ooecsvnionancans . -5 -28 +3 +2 123 89 128
Middle Atlantic, . .. +12 -18 -13 ~4 138 158 116
Edst North Central. . +4 -24 -7 -2 139 180 107
West North Central. B +10 =21 41 ] [¢] 165 179 132
South Atlantic..... . . +6 =19 [¢] +3 159 16l 115
East South Central... e cenn . +20 -17 =12 +21 155 210 107
Vest South Central..... . +42 -8 0 -2 202 256 192
Pacificosoiscensns « +25 -21 +h +£ 131 146 97
Electrical appliances and electronic parts distributors. +3 =15 +4 +6 142 163 121
New England..ceeevesans reenee rereerereranestaanannanne . +21 +15 +13 +4 117 180 131
Middle Atlantice...s.ciiiiviaiineieannes . +1 ~19 ~3 -4 128 147 114
East North Central. .. -8 -25 16 +14 i39 134 g3
West North Central. . +11 ~24 +11 +9 171 194 127
South Atlentic.. ‘es +20 =7 +1 -3 148 184 147
Vest South Ceniral. . +23 +35 +7 +19 132 200 151
Mountaine,vevesneen . +13 0 +10 +1 171 171 169
PaCIfiC iviiiiinruenrrieierteasnnnonns enrsesesds cemsasnan +22 ¢} -2 -3 146 178 126
Hardware wholesalers...... +8 ~-12 -1 +7 300 315 246
Middle Atlantic.... +12 +11 +9 +1 208 213 234
East North Central... +2 -20 +2 +14 308 313 225
West North Central... +3 -9 -2 +11 333 331 281
South Atlantic....... +3 ~19 -6 +3 378 381 280
Fagt South Central. +11 =14 -3 +5 260 282 214
West South Ceniral. +8 -6 -11 + 253 325 230
Fountain...... ‘+41 ~21 +8 +1 467 611 357
PacifiC.e.scriiiiecrninneannans . +16 -13 G +8 327 367 249
Plunbing, heating goods wholesalers‘ .- 413 =7 +3 43 207 252 185
New England....... e - +25 -3, -19 0 301 344 296
Middle Atlantic.... Ceseaemeernan +13 -3 +7 +2 208 241 187
East North Central. +6 ~11 +1 +1 196 200 174
Wost North Centrale....ovesivsicvacenens +4 ~18 -1 +3 231 294 222
South Atlantic....... +27 -9 +13 +14 164 238 151
East South Central. +6 ~11 + +2 246 217 213
West South Cendral. +15 +4 +8 +3 187 233 193
PaCifiCiivuireraasseenninnennas PRSNN +16 o +2 -3 259 469 274
Lumber, construction materials dealers. +31 -7 +12 +2 102 128 93
New Englanda..cveesenass teevesaaanens +46 ~7 +11 +14 89 111 kg
Middle Atlantic...... . +31 -15 +17 +3 126 180 106
East North Central.vceeiceaconsesnsrsrncosscesassocsens 25 0 +6 +7 93 121 85
West North Cemtral.. +13 -13 +28 +5 66 &7 55
South Atlantic....... . +24 +17 +18 s} 103 107 123
East South Centrale...covenaiinrnnvninirineenns +5 -6 -11 -8 91 120 97
Viest South Central. +33 +13 +18 +1 145 174 169
PIOUNERIDN L 4 v a s visvae s siontesonnmsnnsannsenons 440 ~14 (x) (x) (x). (x) (x)
PaCifiCerseiinenverrareanenssansssonoannaonn +43 -9 +2 -1 89 Q4 85
ndustrial machinery, 43 -6 -2 -3 180 183 194
New England..vececeansasnes eecureirrassanearanns +14 +7 -6 -8 84 91 105
Middle Atlantic.... +3 ~12 -2 -4 136 129 151
East North Central. -9 -5 -6 +l 185 155 187
¥est North Centrel. ... +4 +8 +1 +2 111 143 117
South Atlantic..... +37 -2 ~14 -1 157 239 157
East South Central +5 +13 +7 +15 215 188 199
West South Central. +1 -1 -1 -11 232 247 222
PACI I ss e cneerntntoresarssatncssnsntsasnssnnsnns veevanuns . -8 -5 +21 +5 © 358 255 1337

x Insufficient data to show separately.

3 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in
conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculations for the markup of sales, which varies from trade to trade.

2 Not affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups.

3 Includes general-line electrical goods, wiring supplies, construction materials, and apparatus wholesalers.
% Totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately.

and stock-sales ratios.

“put will be included in future reports,

Note: Firms reporting in this survey are part of a probebility ssmple representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of business.
firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight which reflects its probability of selection (or, in other terms, the number of firms
in the trade which it represents in the sample). Large firms are selected with certeinty, thus having a weight of one (1).
are sampled at varying rates, depending upon size, with smaller firms having a lower probability of selection and thus » larger weight.

Sales and inventory figures reported for any firm are wultiplied by this weight and the resulis summarized io obtain percentage changes

Data on reporited dollar values, previously shown as a measure of covérage, are now omitted since the tremd data are based on weighted
values. The nunber of .establishments in the semple, from which reports were received in time for tabulation, are shown as an indication
Jof coveragé. The nunber of esiablishments reporting by geographic division, usuelly shown in fsble 2, are not available for January 1955

Each

Other firms
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Data shown in this report are based on reports submitted by a reporting panel of over 11,000 merchant
wholesalers representing firms in all parts of the country and various kinds of business. (See note on
page 4.) The reporting panel is part of a probability sample recently developed by the Bureau of the Census
in order to provide national dollar volume estimates of sales and inventories of merchant wholesalers by
kind of business.

Sales

February 1955 sales of merchant wholesalers were off 1 percent from the previous month, but were up 5
percent over sales a year ago. For the first two months of 1955, sales were 6 percent higher +than during
the comparable period of 1954.

. By geographic division, changes in sales from the previous month were moderate, ranging from a de-
cline of 4 percent in the South Atlantic Division to & gain of 3 percent in the Mountein Division. Compared
with a year ago, only one division-~the West South Central (-1%)—reported a decline. All other divisions
experienced increased sales, the prineipal year-ago gain (12%), being noted in the Pacific Division.

Most trades showed 1ittle change in sales from January 1955. Significant increases were indicated by
amusement and sporting goods (19%), home furnishings and floor coverings (13%), and wines and distilled
spirits (11%). Coupared with February 1954, most trades reported sales increases. Iron and steel scrap, up
59 percent, and coal, up 33 percent, noted the largest year-ago gains.

Inventories -

Inventories (velued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of February showed no change from January 31
stocks and were also at the same level as inventories on hand February 28, 1954, By trade, the only sub-
stantial changes from previous month inventories were decreases of 21 and 22 percent, respectively; for coal
and for industrial chemicals wholesalers, and an increase of 10 percent for lumber and millwork wholesalers.
Compared with stocks on hand a year ago, notable changes were increases reported by iron and steel
scrap dealers (15), and farm supplies wholesalers (14%); and declines shown by furniture wholesalers (14%),

book and periodical wholesalers (13%), and coal wholesaleri (13%). Based on reports of establishments subw
mitting inventory figures in conjunction with sales data ; the February stock-sales ratio of 133 percent was
the same as the previous month but 10 points lower than the ratio for February 1954.
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Table 1.~-TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: UNITED STATES, BY XIND OF BUSINESS

FEBRUARY 1955
Sales Inventory, end-of-month [Stock—sales ratios?
(at cost) {percent)
Kind of business Percent change,| 2 mo. Number of | P t change, | Number of
Feb. 1955 from--| 1955 establieh-| Feb. 1955 from-- | establish- ’
from ments re- ments re- | Feb. Feb.| Jan.
Feb, | Jdan. | 2mo. | porting Feb. | Jen. |porting - ]1955 | 1954|1955
1954 1955 1954 . Feb, 1955 1954 1955 Feb. 1955
Merchant wholesalerS.cieisseeentonnsneressenonan +5 -1 +6 11,156 4] 0 8,252 133 144 133
Grocery, confectionery, meat wholesalers..seecieesnas. -2 -6 =3 1,331 ~4 -2 1.022 83 94 80
General-line grocery wholesalerS..eescercescosonssnre +4 -6 +3 757 -3 -1 610 115 120 110
Noneffiliated?...... 3 cevsn +1 ~9 +1 565 0 <1 465 127 123 16
Voluntary groupS.... sssan +5 -2 +1 177. ~-11 4] 135 94 114 26
Retailer-cooperative........ cemseen asene +12 +2. +12 15 +5] -1 10 114 115 120
Speclalty-line grocery wholesalerSacceecievecsnnesns ~11 -8 ~11 =318 -5 -5 232 79 89 75
Confectionery wholesalersi..eeeveesn. 4 +1 +1 98 + +3 58 72 81 72
Meat, meat products wholesalerS...v.eeesecens cvenese 0 ~3 [¢] 158 +1 -5 122 21 23 22
Edible farm products distributorSe.s.ecveececercrencss +3 -2 +2 965 -2 -1 663 30 32 29
Dairy, poultry products distributors.... [P [¢] -2 -1 636 ~5 -1 416 30 32 30
Fresh frult, vegetable wholesalers...... creseseveren +11 4 +8 329 +6 [¢] 247 29 34 28
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalerSe.eseescsvess +2 +8 +1 485 +3 -3 v 433 117 117] 130
Beer distributors....ceescccss. =3 +2 -2 109 0 ~1 94 75 71 7%
Wine, distilled spirits wholesalerS-ceecsssocensaces +5 +11 +3 376 +4 4 339 144 155 167
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalersS..sse.... 49 =3 410 664 42 4 472 124 160 124
Drug wholesalers {general and specialty lines)...... +7 -8 +10 309 +2 +2 249 161 165 146
Industrial chemlcals, explosives wholesalers........ +18 +4 +12 200 +3 -22 122 60 129 77
Paint, varnish wholeBAlerSe.sceessseeessenesssnsonss +1 -5 +5 155 +2 +1 01 233 223 230
Tobacco distributors.eseeseeee... “esesserrenteansecsnes -1 -2 +1 250 +3 -1 156 66 61} 67
Dry goods, appaTel WhoOleSRlerS....ceessssesrssseranacs Q 42 34 442 +2 +1 225- 197 219 196
Clothing, furnishings, fooiwear wholesalerSesseessse +2 +8 +8 106 +1 +4 51 175 209 176
Dry goods wholesalers (general and speclalty lines). o +1 -1 198 +7 +1 101 222 219 224
Piece goods converterBaicveesccsenns F O P . -2 -4 1 +7 138 e -2 73 148 229 180
Furniture, home furnishings wholesaler8..c..sscessssves +9 +9 +12 256 +2 44 176 189 181 208 '
Furniture wholesalerss.esveersorasecsonssvaneas +1 -1 +9 96 -14 +4 63 178 186 186
Home furnishings, floor coverinhgs wholesalerse...... +11 +13 +13 160 +10 + 113 195 179 219
Paper, allied products wholesaleTSe.vieeseecssses 41 41 43 485 =1 =1 359 118 i22 122
Paper wholesalerSe..svecsvocenss .. 0 +1] 43 312 4] 0 255 113 112 117
Stationery, wallpeper wholesalerSe.eacsessveecsnsoas +9 -5 7 173 -4 ~4 104 192 247 187
Inedible farm products merchantB.ceccsses.s cesracianans +15 -9 +10 243 +8 -6 180 141 152 142
Automotive WhOleSAlerSeereceevsonnesrsnsassoracsacsnse 17 +3 411 600 =4 +1 417 184 205 188
Motor-vehicle distributorse...eesecses casnssersassas +10 +2 +13 59 -9 +4 54 101 112 101
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers......... +6 +4 +9 541 =3 411 363 244 289 252
Electrical, electronic, appliance goods distributors.. +5 +2 +8 915 -1 +5 828 147 152 143
Electrical equipment, supplies wholesalers®......... 42 +1 +7 576 +1 +7 557 151 150 144
Electrical appliances, TV and radlo sets and parts,
and electronic parts, equipment distributors....... +10 +3 +8 339 -3 +3 271 142 156 142
Hardvare, plumbing, heating goods ‘WholesalerSeescasa.s +6 0 +8 559 +1 +3 426 270 292 263
Hardware wholeS8lerSe.cecesceasvsrosnsnanss cnse [} +1 +4 224 4] +% 180 300 322 304
Plumbing, heating goods dlatributor8e...csseescssans +13 4] +13 335 +2 +2 246 229 249 214
Lunmber, construction materials distributors.. 412 =3 +20 517 +9 48 365 140 166 123
Lumber, millwork wholesalerSesv.... wone +16 -3 +23 296 311 +10 225 143 184 123
Construction materials distributors.e.cersescasensse +5 =3 +12 221 +2 +2 140 128 132 122
Machinery, equirment, supplies distributors........... +4 +4 45 1,737 0 +2 1,403 - 207 218 213
Alr conditioning, commercial refrigeration equip-
ment distribulorsicacsccieaccianonssisrcannncscnns -5 +6 4 105 -4 +1 69 162 140 183
Commerciel machines, eéquipment distributors......... +2 +4 +6 120 ~11 +1 91 166 167 170
Industriel machinery, equipment, supplies houseg.... +5 +5 +4 731 +1 +1 645 206 221 213
Professional equipment, supplies houses*............ +4 +2 +3 375 +1 +2 268 222 212 213
Surgical, medical, hospital supply houseS......... +7 +2 +5 68 -81 +# 34 155 148 152
Service establishment equipment, supplies houses.... +3 4 +7 153 -12 -3 120 196 219 185
Other machinery, equipment distributors.cicicssss... +8 +7 +10 253 +3 +4 210 233 245 246
Metals, metalwork (except scrap) distributorsS.......es +13 +1 +14 395 -8 0 305 177 234 177
Iron, steel and products distribdutors...... +12 0 +12 305 -8 +1 243 219 308 212
Nonferrous metals distributors.csicecieceriaiiiiias +14 +1 +16 90 ) =7 62 77 99. 86
Iron-steel scrap, waste materials dealers.... +37 +3 +41 288 +5 -2 190 79 80 80
+59 44 +61 158 +15 -2 111 82 84 82
+15 +2 +21 130 ~6 0 79 75 7 76
Other merchent Wholesalers®....seereroneracrnnas P +8 +3 +8 1,024 0 4 6325] 122 122 138
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers...... saeses +16 +19 +6 146 +6 +2 106 194 201 222
Book, periodical, newspaper wholeSalerS.....ceeresss pvA -6 +9 109 -13 -2 39 73 73 67
Corl wWholesalerSe.cussrssnscsncorennense +33 +2 +19 239 -13 -21 114 41 53 54
Farm supplies wholesalers, -8 +7 -4 214 +14 -8 165 111 85 135
Jewelry WhOleSAlerBa . seesccceasosassensssnansossans -5 +5 +2 137 -5 +1 7 268 249 316

See page 4 for footnotes.
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FEBRUARY 1955
Tnventory, end-of-month || Stock-sales ratios®
Sales (at’ cost) (percent)
Rind of business and geographic division Percent change 2 mo. | Number of Percent change | Number of
Feb. 1955 from-4 1955 establish- § Feb. 1955 from-— | establish- Feb Feb. | J
from ments re- ments re- . eb. | Jan.
1955 { 1954} 1955
Feb. Jan. 2 mo. |porting Feb. Jan. poriing
1954 1955 1954 Feb.. 1955 1954 1955 | Feb. 1955
Merchant wholesalers, total®.. +5 w1 +6 T 11,156 0 g 8,252 133 WUhl 133
New England...ceceanscsssvessoncannn + +1 +7 553 0 +3 345 156 1637 153
Middle Atlantic...... +2 -1 +4 2,559 4 +1 1,573 112 126 112
Eaat North Central... . +5 +1 +5 2,256 0 0 1,722 132 139] 135
West North Central.cecevesecs . +3 -2 +5 1,067 +6 +1 859 153 1537 150
South Atlantic..eevciacin, - +15 -1 #12 1,174 +5 -1 877 136 161 134
East South Central...avss. . +3 ~1 +3 468 +1 ¢} 375 151 1551 152
West South Centralesesenercss . -1 -2 +1 1,233 +4 +2 1,094 168 159] 16l
Mountain. eeeseeroseses . +9 +3 +9 385 +5 +5 330 194 193] 191.
PACiflC.cveteveveivacennasntocsnccnans cesencencoenunas +12 -1 +12 1,461 +1 -5 1,073 114 134 121
General-line grocery wholesglerS...... +4 -6 +3 757 -3 -1 610 115 1201 110
Middle Atlantic.ieeecrersiveoccnnanns 0] -4 -5 89 -11 -1 79 120 134} 122
East North Central.....cousse +7 -2 +1 84 ~3 -1 63 118 140 115
. West North Central.... +2 -8 +7 141 -5 +1 130 108 113] 104
South Atlanticeesseess -2 -6 -1 49 -16 -1 26 120 118) 114
+10 L4 +3 1 32 +21 +4 30 132 115§ 120
+3 -5 +9 | 118 +5 +3 103 138 133| 128
-2 -11 +1 A -8 +7 34 184 196} 154
+7 -8 +5 188 -3 11 140 82 87 82
-1l -8 =11 38 =5 =5 232 79 32 15
A -19 +8 18 +22 4 1l 1057 9] 88
Middle Atlantic.. ~21 -15 =17 1137 ~24 -8 95 61 68 61
East North Central +1 +9 -8 40 +3 -8 3 9% 85| 114
South Atlantic.... +11 +5 +6 30 -9 +7 18 139 176 84
South Central.... -10 +1 -7 37 +15 -2 31 8 106 a3
PacifiCescacennteccencnssasesastonsassnncannssnasass -6 -2 -2 43 +41 -12 35 56 37 62
Dairy, poultry products distributorBeciceccecesnavanes 0 -2 =1 636 ~5 ~1 416 30 32 30
Middle AtlantiC.ussvsrnnsecssasnsecsesanscacnnsosnnane -6 0 -4 128 -22 +5 66 25 29 2
Eagt North Central.. -3 (-l e 133 =1 +5 83 32 35 ‘30
VWest North Central.. +12 +8 -2 30 +12 +3 23 86 77 a7
South Atlantic.... +10 +1 +3 105 -38 e 79 22 40 22
West South Central.. +3 oo 2 57 +10 -4 31 32 29 32
5 T3 5 5 P R -3 -5 +4 130 +13 -7 7 29 19 30
Fresh frult, vegetable wholeBalerS..ccccesssccccacence 431 4 +8 329 +6 Q 247 29 34 28
New Englandes.eencecenncocenace -2 +12 -5 22 +8 -5 16 13 13 15
Middle AtlentiBeec..s.s. +20 -4 . ¥15 45 -8 +2 28 25 28 24
Eagt North Central... +10 +2 +12 54 +5 -3 39 24 25 25
Weat North Central..... +13 -7 s} 47 +20 +5 42 37 34 32
South Atlantic..... +7 -8 +6 35 +31 +6 20 39 kY 34
West South Central. +12 (4} +8 27 +19 +10 20 34 36 32
Mountain..eeeceons +19 +5 +11 28 ~2 +6 % 35 46 32
Pacific.. +7 -11 +6 68 -1 -6 58 37 62 34
Drug wholesalers (geperal and specialty 1ines)........ +7 -8 +10 309 +2 +2 249 161 165] 146
Hew Englandeecieeescesevensssssconcessrsenns .. +10 -2 +9 18 +2 +6 12 153 1671 140
Middle Atlantic...... . +13 -9 +11 78 -1 +1 46 163 1801 151
Eagt North Central... B +5 -11 +11 57 +18 +6 51 149 133] 126
West North Central....ccccacess +7 ~12 +% 25 +h +2 22 140 431 121
South Atlenticeeaec.s . 3] ~7 +6 (7 -8 +1 37 151 1591 141
East South Central... .- + +7 +8 12 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) |{x)
Weat South Central... +9 4 +7 31§ # +#1} 28l 216 | 23 204
Mountain...eeesnoaeen +19 -3 413 13 +6 +9 13 219 2311 195
PACIfiCesccrirenssnarnccennssanns + -11 +12 31 -6 -1 29 148 166} 134
Tobaceo d18trIbUtorSecavesresssesraresonvovnonnssanees =1 =2 +1 220 +3 =1 156 £l 67
New England....o... vesens -7 0 +9 23 (x) (x) (x) [£3) (x) [(x)
Middle Atlantic....... cevernss -3 Q -3 49 -3 +1 24 65 64 66
East North Central.... cesesenne +3 ~3 +1 50 +10 -1 30 75 56 78
¥Weat North Central. . -1 -4 +1 24 4 +e 16 60 59 55
South Atlentic..... PRR -3 -1 -2 30 B =1 22 76 85 76
East South Central...ceseeeese- sereasesensiesiinan .. +9 4 +4 1 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) |(x)
Dry goods, apparel wholeSalerBaceavesssesrssssnssnssne 0 +2 e 442 +2 +1 225 197 2191 196
Hew Englanfiescocssseseecsocccecsns +8 -7 +18 27 +5 +1 12 249 257] 216
Middle Atlantic..ciecscncenns -1 +2 +1 278 -2 +1 125 176 216 181
Eagt North Central...veveeecveceenane -6 -1 -2 52 -6 +5 33 266 2491 219
West North Central ~13 | +17 4 18 +4 [} 15 237 212| 280
South Atlantic..... +7 -2 +11 19 +14 + 14 208 1941 192
West South Central. 11 +27 +12 12 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)  |(x)
PacifiCerceecteaencctaacanannsecsssrenssessocasennan +15 +3 +22 30 +9 -9 1% 125 1991 154
P
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalerS...scecersseces +9 +9 +12 256 +2 +4 176 189 1811 208
Middle AtlantiCscceisccanceconsnaonnasns +1 +7 +5 92 =7 +4 49 184 1451 206
East North Central.... +9 +9 +13 54 +6 +2 41 174 226 | 180
West North Central.. +7 +6 +15 21 +8 +8 19 258 2721 259
South Atlantic..... +11 -5 +8 33 +28 +6 20 341 242 316
West.South Centrael...... +26 +41 +27 21 o +3 21 174 2261 239
PacifiCeieccesnirninansenracccnnrrsassaacnccsanonnns +68 +24 b 17 +4 +1 iz 149 1861 163

See page 4 for footnotes.
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Table 2.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

B

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Contimued

" FEBRUARY 1955
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios®
(at cost) {percent)
y Percent change 2 mo. | Number of Percent chenge | Number of
Kind of business and geographlc division Feb. 1955 from—| 1955 |establish- | Feb. 1955 from—-|establish-fl o\ | &
from | ments re~ ments re- eb. | Feb. | Jan,
Feb. Jan. 2 mo. porting - Feb. Jan. prorting 1955 1954 | 1955
1954 1955 1954 Feb. 1955 1954 |- 1955 |Feb. 1955
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers...cese.esa. +6 +4 +9 541 =3 +1 363 264 289 252
‘Middle Atlantlc..cecisruvnnrerencnconannase . -9 43 +1 AR -21 +3 41 240 425} 233
East North Central.. enveven +12 +7 +19 90 -1 +2 &6 197 i98( 198
West North Cenbral.. srssesresatsaersneanaeana .. 0 +7 ~2 %5 -2 0 23 2% aos| 309
South Atlantif.eeciacescartensescerssscnresersosnonss +16 +8 +15 67 +12 +2 50 245 267 273
Eagt South Centraliicecirircececessccssrsecncnannacs +13 +11 +8 72 + +2 7 303 2721 319
West South Centralessieceisvsccecanensas + =11 s 31 -2 b 29 219 2791 206
Mountain..eeennase +5 C 4+l +25 40 0 ~1 35 297 3387 299
Pacificicecennraanss +15 -1 +21 78 4 +1 4 236 294) 228
Electrical equipment, supplies wholesalers? c..oeveaeans +2 41 +7 576 +1 +7 557 151 150} 144
New EnglanG.ececeesences sessmsessemenesenn -2 <12 ~12 35 +10 2] - 32 142 1291 123
Middle Atlantic..... 4 -7 +3 76 -4 +5 69 118 134] 106
East North Central.. i +6 -1 160 =2 +5 156 180 160] 185
West North Central.. +7 +10 +9 60 +6 +13 E74 182 168| 168
South Atlantic..eveeencss +9 +5 +7 80 -2 +17 79 169 181} 152
Eagt South Central....... +28 +13 +24 32 +1 +13 32 137 173y 137
. West South Central.. +15 +4 +27 59 +16 +8 ] 581 44 1371 142
Mountain..... -12 -9 -1 21 =18 +17 21 151 162 117
Pacifice..... .o . #9 + +23 | 53 +5 o} 53 145 162] 151
Electrical appliances, electronic parts distributors.. +10 +3 +8 339 -3 +3 271 142 1561 142
New Englandeseevess seeversicstesanraersiscsenantanan ~16 -4 -10 T 28 =11 +3\ 22 140 148] 122
Middle Atlantic... +3 -2 +2 . 69 +5 +3 1. 45 186 149 179
East North Central.. +17 -1 +6 70 -5 +4 64 118 139] 112
West North Central.. +18 +9 +15 32 4 +5 28 133 168 145
South Atlantic...... +16 . A +18 57 -6 +2 41 170 177t 176
East South Central.. +39 +23 +30 1 + +8 11 109 165] 124
West South Central.. +14 +8 +15 2% -9 +12 24 159 181 154
PacifiCecrcesceravaranne Y +15 49 +18 - 41 -6 =10 30 121 146} 146
Hardware wholesalers.. 0 +1 +4 224 0 44 lBO_d 300 3221 304
Middle Atlentie’.... +6 -1 +9 28 .o=2 +3 21 279 296] 270
East North Central..... C -7 + -3 43 4 +% 36 303 291 300
West North Centrale..cc.esc. 4 +10 0 16 +3 +7 16! 313 292 321
South AtlantiCeececereecnacnnns -4 -3 0 25 ¢} +3 20 383 3751 361
East South Central....... +4 -4 +7 24 +8 +a 20 263 247 238
Weat South Central........ +3 +2 +6 33 ~1 +5 3] 285F 363 276
PacifiCeesecccssosnconconsacionsossssssnonsnasnoanes +11 -2 +13 25 + +5 15 239 371 310
Plumbing, heating goods wholesalers..ec.cuveecrcensuss +13 0 +13 335 +2 +2 246} 229 2491 - 214
New Englandeccsesaseaesenvesssnse + +3 +11 16 +10 -1 10 276 271 264
Middle Atlantie.... +1] -11 +71 . 90 -2 + 53 320 355¢ 260
East North Central. +9 -7 +7 57 ~-12 +4 43 253 288 213
Weet North Central... +1] -8 +2 31 +18 +7 29 244 207| 204
South Atlantic....... +18 +7 +22 52 +4 +h 45 220 258 237
VWest South Central...... +25 +12 +22 39 §] +1 37 241 2891 223
PReifiC.seracnvorencovecacasrcsacnnssvossnsscnssnnnn +20 +9 +19 27 +15 -6 10 122 142| 134
Lumber, construction materials GEBLETE e e enensserens +12 -3 +20 517 9 +8 365 140 166! 123
New Englandseececcecssusesensscencssnencs +28 -8 +0 17 ~11 +5 16 210 282] 188
Middie Atlantic..cceseneaonese +3 4 +15 98 -1 +15 70 107 209 89
East North Central. +14] -1f +19 128 -6 +3 67 133 1471 127
West North Central. +11 -2 +12 55 +12 +31 41 207 i79f 137
South Atlentic..... +19 A +21 49 +20 +8 40 112 126] 104
East South Central... +23 +5 +37 23 +1 0 21 127 158 135
PacifiC.raeccarenosencstnsaccassoserseacncascenncons +27 -2 +32 98yl +25 ~3 68 156 1631 159
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies distributors +h +3 th 731 +1 11 £45 206, 2211 213
Middle Atlantice.veceeee esessssanssrenncnavannn] +19 *9 411 51 + +3 33 226 319f 239
East North Central... *16 +6 +5 93 v} +1 77 221 282] 228
West North Central. -12 -2 4 40 +5 +1 38 222 2071 213
South AtlantiCe.ceeseercoenes -8 +6 +8 38 -12 0 33 153 173 163
East South Centralecececceens -3 ~13 -1 32 +1 -1 20 211 213] 195
West South Central.. -2] +1 -0 3 +8 +2 T332 197 179 192
Mountaife.senee ~-22 +40 +7 4 +9 +6 40 244 206] 348
PaCifiCeeacrncncscancssassacsosncssssnrscnnanasnvens +8 +7 +5 80 -9 -3 67 154 185) 177

x Ingufficient data to show separately.

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks,

in conjunction with sales. HNo edjustment is made in these calculations for the markup of sales, which varies from frade to trade.
2 Not affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups.
3 Includes general-line electrical goods, wiring supplies, construction materials, and epparatus wholesalers.
4 Totals include data for some kinds of business.rnot shown separately.
5 Percent change in sales for Jan. 1955 from Dec. 1954 shown for this region in the Jan. 1955 report should be changed from +11 to -18.

‘at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories

and stock-sales ratios.

of coverage.

Note: Firms reporting in this survey are part of a probability sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of business. Each
firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight which reflects its probability.of selection (or, in other terms, the mumber of firms

in the trade which 1% represents in the sample). large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a welght of one (1).
are sempled at varying rates, depending upon size, with smaller firms having a lower probability of gelection and thus a larger weight.

. Sales and inventory figures reported for any firm are multiplied by this weight and the resulis summarized to obtain percentage changes

Other firms

Data on reported dollar values, previously shown as a measure of coverage, are now omitted since the trend date are based on weighted
values. The number of establishments in the sample, from which reports were received in time for tabulation, are shown as an indication
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Data shown in this report are based on reports submitied by a reporting panel of over 10,000 merchant
wholesalers representing firms in all partsof the country and various kinds of business (see note on page 4).
The reporting panel is part of aprobability sample recently developed by the Bureau of the Census to provide
national dollar volume estimates of sales and inventories of merchant wholesalers by kind of business,

Sales

March 1955 sales of merchant wholesalers were up 17 percent over February and were 8 percent higher

than in March a year ago. For the first quarter of 1955, sales were 7 percent higher than during the com-
parable three-month period of 1954.

All geographic divisions showed Increased sales over the previous month as well as over a year ago.
Gains over the previous month were substantial, ranging from 10 percent in the Mountain Division to 19 per-
cent in the West North Central Division. Increases over a jyear ago were more moderate, the smallest (2%)
occurring in the Fast South Central Division, the largest (13%) in the South Atlantic Division.

Almost all trades reported higher sales in March 1955 than in February 1955 and March 1954, Coal, which
was down 11 percent, indicated the only decrease from February, while three trades--grocery specialty lines
(16%); clothing, furnishings, and footwear (3%); and industrial chemicals (1%)--were down from a year ago.
Principal increases over February were shown in air conditioning and commercial refrigeration (48%); in-
dustrial chemicals (32%); paints and varnishes (324); clothing, furnishings, and footwear (29%); and farm
supplies (29%). Compared witha year ago, substantial increases were reported in iron and steel scrap (1019),
nonferrous metals (31%), waste materials (29%), and motor vehiclés (26%). TFirst quarter sales in 1955 vere
well ahead of 1954 in all but three trades--grocery specialty lines (-13%), dairy-poultry products (-1%),
and beer, vwhich was at about the same level as in first quarter 1954,

Inventories

Tnventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of March were at the same level as on February 28,
but were 1 percent below inventories on hand March 31, 1954, Three trades, however, showed marked declines
in inventories from the previocus month--coal, down 20 percent; inedible farm produets, off 16 percent; and
farm supplies, down 15 percent. The largest increase (10%) was reported for beer. Compared with stocks on
hand a year ago, the sharpest increase was noted in iron and steel scrap (34%); the heaviest decline (22%),
in coal. Based on reports of establishments - submitiing inventory figures in conjunction with sales data,

the March stock-sales ratio of 115 percent was 20 points below +the previous month and 9 points lower than
the ratio for March 1954.

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS—TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES
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Table 1.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

MARCH 1955
Sales Inventory, end-of-month  [Stock-sales ratios?
(at dost) percent)
Percent change,| 3 mo. | Number of Percent change, | Number of
Kind of business Mar. 1955 from-- 1955 establish- | Mar. 1955 from— | establish- Var var.] Feb
from ments re- ments re- 19 5; 195;' “1355
Mar. Feb. 3 mo. | porting Mar. Feb. porting
1954 1955 1954 Mar. 1955 1954 1955 Mar. 1955
HKerchant wholesalers.ceseecacsssasas +8 +17 +7 10,693 ~1 0 7,979 115 ’121» 135
Grocery, confectlonery, meat wholesalerS..cesesreeecss -3 +13 ~3 1,192 -6 -1 901 87 89 100
Gereral-line grocery wholesBlerS.escescsessssessocass +5 +14 +3 666 -2 o 547 108 114 122
Nonaffiliated® .eueuscssesnensorsosessasrases +5 +14 +3 475 | — [¢] 390 127 139 144
Voluntary groups.. eseveosans cemaane +3 +8 +2 173 s} w2 145 103 108 112
Retailer-cooperativeces. s aesssane mebsuses +7 +20 +9 18 +4 | +3 12 72 67 85
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers.,.,.s ceesesanae ~16 +10 <13 288 ~14 -3 199 85 86 99
Confectionery wholeSnler8eseresseasascsnssnsns +9 +17 +4 86 +6 ~3 43 81 89 95
Meat, meat products WholeS88leTrS.evesescossessossncrcas +4 +15 +2 152 -6 -1 112 23 25 27
Edible farm products distributorsS...c....cvisvesnecnse .ol +2 +19 +2 980 -3 +4 656 29 3 34
 Dairy, poultry products distributors . 0 +17 -1 672 -1 +6 426 32 31 35
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalerS....esevsesss eeees +8 +25 +8 308 -7 +1 230 25 30 32
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers. +5 +21 +3 377 15 +5 338 107 109 120
Beer distributors........ seressaubesanee +1 +20 0 111 -2 +10 99 57 59 63
Wine, distilled spirits wholesalers.. +9 +22 +5 266 +8 +4 239 139 154 157
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalers......... . +3 +15 +7 711 0 +1 494 12 134 144
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty lines) . + +5 +8 313 6] ) ) ) ) )
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesalers.. B -1]- +32 +5 255 -5 +5 196 76 87 96
Paint, varnish wholeSalerSeesvessersversosensrennvons +13 +32 +9 143 +1 ~1 70 169 186 223
Tobacco distributors.....c.... “rrsesversones vesecosacane +7 +15 +3 240 0 -2 158 53 57 64
Dry goods, apparel wholesalerSsesssesss cesnvas ve +3 +18 +3 421 -1 -1 238 174 179 207
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholeslerSeeeesessas -3 +29 +3 94 0 -3 48 199 164 255
Dry goods wholesalers (general and specialty lines).. +3{  +18 +1 180 -7 -1 100 150 183 181
Piece go0ods convertertaccssecsensocssssonsnssenarnnnns +9 49 +8 147 +5 .0 90 185 1921 201
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers........... coned +18 +19 +14 262 +1 0 187 164 163 191
Furniture wholesaleTS cssevesroacsrsosrernarscrnnconns +17 +22 +12 100 -6 -1 62 145 167 179
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalers........ +18 +17 +15 162 +4 +1 125 71 161 196
Paper, allied products wholesS8lerS...sesececcsosaaracas +14 +16 +7 457 +2 =1 336 110 118 131
Paper wholesalerS..ecssseosaovasssnanenss erereas +14 +17 +7 297 +1 ~1 254 105 114 126
Stationery, wallpaper wholesalerSeesecessnsscsscseens +10 +9 +8 160 +5 +1 82 167 162 183
Inedible farm products merchantiS.e.scsscssscroccansnans +2 +12 +7 239 +7 16 171 120 100 155
Automotive WholeSalerHS...esscesessssenaroacsreasscaanne +16 +9 +13 556 -2 +1 414 151 184 165
Motor-vehicle distribuborsiceesvecsasnnaraciarssnnaas +26 +13 +19 68 -8 +3 60 75 107 84
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers.....e.... +10 +7 +9 488 ] +1 354 211 248 225
Electrical, eléctronic, appliance goods distributors... +5 +9 +6 876 -3 +7 797 147 158 150
Electrical equipment, supplies wholesalerB%.....ce... +2 +10 +5 561 -2 +6 540 153 158 157
Rlectrical appliances, TV and radio.sets and parts,
and electronic parts, equipment distributors........ +7 +9 +8 315 -4 +7 257 141 159 143
Hardware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalerSescecsesssd +11 +19 19 422 +6 +2 329 221 239 261
Hardware wholesalerSiesseeseccascasonnanne .o +8 +23 +5 183 +2 +3 157 251 267 298
Plumbing, heating goods distributorS.cecscecciescsscas +15 +15 +14 239 +16 +1 172 173 190 203
Lumber, construction materials distributors...c.eecsnc.d +15 +25 +17 517 +11 +2 367 103 110 127
Lumber, millwork wholeSalerSesessseacsesaasssras +17 +25 +20 310 +10 +3 234 109 128 133
Congtruction materials distributors..eeeesrecvecceess +9 +26 +11 207 +16 +2 133 92 80 114
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors..s.ceeecsses +9 +22 +7 1,886 =3 0 1,566 159 179 197
Air conditioning, commercial refrigeration equip- .
ment AlstributorSeeiesrcevecsrssocarssrersenscsarsany +25 +48 +10 110 -3 +9 83 112 140 157
Commercial machines, equipment,distributors..... +4 +7 +5 150 b -3 95 146 173 175
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies housesS..... +8 +19 +5 829 4 0 764 148 165 180
Professional equipment, supplies houses®.ceseevscvencs +3 +11 +3 384 +7 0 295 213 198 232
Surgical, medical, hospital supply hOUSES.eeceesasas] +4 +7 +5 62 +9 -1 31 160 148 170
Service establishment equipment, supplies houses..... +13 +18 +10 163 +5 +2 128 155 169 179
Other machinery, equipment distributors...ccccesscesss +9 +33 +9 250 -6 -2 201 186 214 242
Metals, metalwork (except serap) distributors....cssee. +24 +21 +19 297 =11 +1 217 123 2053 171
Iron, steel and products distributorS..sceecesconsaas +22 +23 +18 202 -12 +1 148 140 250 207
Nonferrous metals distributors....ceeee. esseans +31 +12 +22 95 -5 +1 69 &7 21 73
Iron-steel scrap, waste materials dealers.iscccievcessss +65 +24 +51 267 +17 +1 181 49 68 62
Iron-steel scrap deflerS.cessessrsarseness PRI +101 +28 +77 145 +34 +5 98 41 59 54
Waste materials dealerS..iceeevsccencencssascanasa aee +29 +17 +24 122 +3 -3 83 61 76 73
Other merchant WholesaleTs®...eeeeessorsersovessensonns +16 +14 +12 993 -1 -6 629 91 103 111
Amusement, sporting goods wholesSglerS.eeeceessessssss +15 +21 +11 142 +8 +5 103 161 175 189
Book, periodical, newspaper wholeSalerSessesssceesessl +3 +4 +6 112 -5 0 45 117 106 115
. +1 -11 +12 225 -22 -20 113 36 52 39
+18 +29 +7 199 +16 ~15 159 69 63 106
Jewelry wholesalerS.eesscevesesoersssavavessssnonans +21 +6 +9 120 +6 +3 65 342 356 356

See page 4 for footnotes.




Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS
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MARCH 1955
s Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios?
ales (at cost) (percent)
Percent change 3 mo. | Number of | Percent change | Number of
Kind of business and geographic division Mar. 1955 from--| 1955 establish- | Mar. 1955, from-~ | egtablish- Mar Mer. | Feb
from ments re- ments re- 195; 1954, 195;
Max.,- Feb. 3 mo. |porting Mar. Feb. porting -
1954 1955 1954 Mar. 1955 1954 1955 Mar. 1955
Merchant wholesalers, total’.... +8 +17 +7 10,693 -1 0 7,979 115 1241 135
New Englande..cceccesionsscscascnes +9 +18 +8 549 +6 +2 359 131 137] 152
Middle Atlantic.....e... +9 +17 +6 2,423 -3 +1 1,438 00| “v109{ 121
East North Central...... +11 +14 +7 1,997 -3 +1 1,552 99 114] 112
West North Central...... +5 +19 +5 1,052 +1 -6 883 132 132{ 1le7
South Atlantic.eeeeseecarsas +13 +17 +12 1,079 -2 -2 829 127 150| 149
East South Central........ +2 +16 +3 544 -1 +1 434 140 146] 166
West South Central.. +4 +19 +2 1,229 +3 -1 1,085 144 146l 174
Mountain....cvvenen.. .o +8 +10 +9 385 +7 +3 331 144 143 155
PACI IC. aetssnnannasneresansanscnsssnsocssnosnossonconn +4 +17 +9 1,435 -2 +3 1,068 109 115 124
General-line grocery WholeSalerS.essesseceseoscnsonnens +5 +14 +3 666 -2 Q 547 108 1141 122
Middle Atlantic..ccavecvncsasss +2 +19 -2 46 -1 0 35 100 95 117
East North Central........ +4 +7 +2 52 -16 ~1 41 109 140f 117
West North Cenitral........ 0 44 +5 134 1 -7 +2 130 101 113 104
South Atlantic...ceeesenss +7 +20 +2 39 +4 -3 28 119 127 146
East South Central..... saseen -1 +13 +1 43 -5 -2 35 117 126 137
West South Central.viecessocncss +5 +13 +7 125 +5 -2 111 114 1131 131
Mountain.eeeeerseenenierascnsorans +13 +4 +5 39 -8 0 32 99 120 102
PacifiCerrsecrvannncsasannan chenesennisrassesssanenns +7 +16 +6 177 +6 +9 132 84 83 88
Speclaltyiline grocery wholesalerS...eeeecseeseeacnnnon ~16 +10 ~13 288 =14 -3 199 85 86 99
New England.eicececesssessacsass +6 +18 +3 20 +11 -3 B & 94 8l 106
Middle Atlantic..cevnsscesssn -25 +14 -20 115 ~19 +1 78 54 55 68
Fast North Central........... +1 +3 -3 58 =13 -2 38 99 104 101
West North Central... -2 +1 -9 9 -12 -4 7 109 120 106
South Atlantic...ceviensacans -4 +10 ¢ 32 -23 -9 22 127 157 146
South Central... 25 +10 -10 14 +3 -8 11 109 84 130
Pacific -8 +14 4 38 -8 +2 31 109 114 119
Dairy, poultry products distributors....... tesresacaans (o] +17 ~1 672 =1 +6 426 32 3 35
New Englende....ss. 24 +25 -10 19 =37 +3 i1 31 41 38
o} +2 -2 132 +2 + 75 30 32 36
East North Central. -5 +16 -5 142 42 +2 90 26 22 30
West North Central. -7 + 4 32 +4 +1 27 64 54 65
South Atlantic...... +33 +15 +13 115 ~17 +17 93 30 39 29
West South Central... +17 +19 +4 55 -3 +1 28 40 46 53
MoUntRiN.eeseersnnans +2 +7 +7 15 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x)
PacifiC.e.einerracnncns -6 +9 0] 141 -7 +10 80. 33 32 33
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholeSalerS..veeecceeersessnonse +8 +25 +8 308 =7 41 230 25 30 32
New England.....ce... trreassesenassas +17 +24 +5 23 -15 ¢} 21 41 73 51
Middle Atlantic..... +7 +21 +12 38 ~14 +5 25 20 20 24
Eagt North Central.. +3 +23 +9 35 +5 -5 25 13 13 17
West North Central....... +9 +29 +4 50 =21 +3 46 19 32 24
South AtlanticC.eesssansreen +25 +26 +9 32 -6 +11 13 30 33 33
West South Central. +2 +26 +5 27 -3 -8 17 39 46 55
Mountaineeseeeonass +14 +32 +13 29 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x)
Pacific.eonsssnas +14 +28 +7 65 +1 +4 55 34 47 43
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty lines)... 4+ +5 +8 313 (€4 {33 ) Gyl o3y
New England....... +2 +4 +6 17
Middle AtlantiC..eeeesiesesicsronosnssensanasonscanns +5 +7 +9 65
East North Central...... 0 o +7 55
West North Central... +2 +9 +5 23
South Atlantic..ee.s. +9 +3 +7 40
East South Central. +2 -1 +5 18
West South Central. +4 +5 +6 47
Mountain...vicvsscsnsvesaanne +18 411 +16 17 .

PACI iC e enieviancntsinsecronnasncionansnnsenanssnna +5 +9 +10 31 ) ) ) &) | &)
Tobacco QLB DUOrS e s ernrentinioaioncesorsacnsasnn +7 +15 +3 240 0 -2 158 53 57, &
New England..cececescercaasacnen -1 +13 +6 24 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) |{x)

+3 +13 0 46 4 -1 26 51 54 59

+16 +13 +7 44 +17 +2 29 36 37 42

+4 +15 +2 29 4 -1 24 65 69) 76

+14 +23 +h 30 +3 -6 25 56 65 T4

+11 +19 +8 1L +1 +1 9 59 70| 71

+3 +18 +3 421 -1 -1 238 174 179 207

-17 +12 +3 16 +10 +3 12 226 168 241

+ +19 +2 282 -5 -1 149 176 187} 208

East North Central.... +15 +23 +3 30 +16 +5 19 126 150] 145
West North Central... ~10 +14 -2 19 -6 ~1 15 218 206 259
Scuth Atlantie..... +10 +15 ~10 27 -3 -16 18 133 135 180
South Central.. +19 +30 +19 24 0 -7 12 132 161} 190
o1 & i I S +26 +14 +23 20 +12 +5 12 176 197 185
Furniture, home furnishings wholeSBlerS..seeesesesssaens +18 +19 +14 262 +1 0 187 164 163] 191
New England..ceseessnecesscnnscocnnceaccns P +1 +8 +10 13 ~10 0 11 192 206] 202
Middle Atlantic..... ne +15 +19 +8 77 +2 <1 40 167 106] 200
East North Central. . +25 +20 +19 56 -3 ~1 46 141 180 . 169
West North Central. . +11 +19 +14 18 +8 +1 15 217 186 259
South Atlantic..... . +16 +35 +11 27 +3 +1 16 211 213 293
South Central.... N . +14 +15 +21 44 +6 +4 42 159 192f 175
2T 5 & L +35 +15 +39 22 +18 +2 13 132 1361 138

. See page 4 for footnotes.
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Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

MARCH 1955
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-gales ratios!
(at cost (percent)
Kind o Percent change 3 mo, Number of Percent change |Number of
* business and geographic division Mar. 1955 from—- | 1955 |establish- |Mar. 1955 from— |establish-
from |ments re- ments rTe- Mar. | Mar. | Feb.
Mar. Feb. 3 mo. porting Mar. Feb. porting 1955 | 1954 | 1955
1954 1955 1954 Mar, 1955 1954 1955 |Mar. 1955

Automotive equipment, tire~tube wholeSalerS...ccseessns +10 +7 +9 488 s} +1 354 211 2481 225
Middle Atlantic..... +h +1 +2 42 -7 -2 21 200 233] 200
East North Central.. +13 +14 +17 101 -8 +1 84 175 2141 199
West North Central.. +13 +5 +3 €0 4 +4 20 265 326§ 273
South Atlentic...... +34 +13 +20 46 -1 +4 36 200 336] 226
East South Central.. +12 +10 +10 62 +9 +1 62 227 2831 248
West South Central.. +3 +10 s} 53 +6 - 43 &7 276 2891 295

Mountgin................. .. +13 42 +18 33 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x} 1)
PacifiCiseecesnacriecsnesscnacanas +6 +3 +13 78 +2 -5 47 181 179 198
»Elect;‘ical equipment and supplies wholesalers®........ +2 410 +5 561 -2 +6 540 153 1581 150
New Englande.seessssesccans +7 s} -9 32 ~2 -1 31 145 157] 145
Middle Atlantic... -2 +19 +1 70 -1 +1 63 146 139 174
East North Central.. -5 +5 -3 150 ~17 +12 149 142 1571 134
West North Central.. -2 +15 +3 69 +1 +6 66 184 1741 195
South Atlantic...... +13 +4 +9 80 +1 +5 77 167 190} 167
East South Central.. +11 +19 +17 37 +7 +8 36 153 172 155
West South Central.. +10 +6 +22 54 +3 +9 51 162 180] 159
Mountain..eeeeeees +3 +2 o 20 +2 +7 20 142 143§ 135
Pacific..... esersesaserearanaen +7 +9 +17 49 +14 +8 47, 147 1341 147
Electrical appliances, electronic parts distributors.. +7 +9 +8 315 =41 +7 257 141 159] 143
Mew Englandeccseasscrconncncsnanonernnsorsnons cenees +19 +27 +1 15 -11 -10 12 80 122( 103
Middle Atlantic.. . +10 +9 +6 s ~4 +7 55 146 165 152
East North Central.. .. +5 +8 +5 " 68 -6 +5 62 118 129 119
West North Central.. ceena -2 +5 +6 3 +8 +1 26 159 47| 167
South Atlantic..... SN +1 +6 +10 47 +1 +11 34| 170 182 157
East South Central.. e +15 <10 +23 12 =15 +19 8 155 1981 119
West South Central. .ee +5 +11 +10 21 -6 +3 19 178 185] 194
PACIfiC.seesnnncannsnscscsenosonavsssssoasascnensens +23 +13 +20 42 ~17 +24 36 125 2031 117
Hardware wholesg8lerS.ceessnases cesees eesevscncnsnnna ve +8 +23 +5 183 +2 +3 157 251 267 298
Middle Atlantic.... +10 +21. +10 23 -2 +3 13 225 265 261
East North Central. -1 +23 -3 30 Q +1 30 265 2574 322
West North Central... -5 +18 -2 21 0 +3 21 272 254) 314
South Atlantie . +25 +26 +6 18 ~11 -2 12 231 293 | 265
East South Central. +22 +28 +12 26 15 +1 23 245 3031 305
West South Central... +5 +17 +6 16 +3 +6 12 202 2171 214

Mountain. .essesaes +18 +18 +26 12 (x) (x) (x) (x) {(x) |{x)
PacifiC.ueesiecsssscerivonnosssonnnaassasossancnions +15 +26 +14 30 +2 +6 28 262 296| 313
Plumbing, heating goods wholesalerS...ieceecocroncasns 415 +15 +14 239 +16 +X 172 173 190{ 203
New Englandeeesesesavancscennsssnssrvane +13 +6 , #12 16 +35 +1 12| 206 163| 220
Middle Atlantic.... senrerees +5 +8 +6 69 +6 +3 35 208 196 232
East North Central. voresne +5 +21 +6 22 +16 -1 19 123 1631 151
Mest North Central... PR +9 +20 +5 25 +18 +2 24 252 233] 308
South Atlantic..... oo +26 +18 +24 46 +13 +4 40 168 177] 191
South Central. .. +18 +11 +18 25 +13 +5 23 187 1971 206
PacifiCessceaasacerescrcessasacrscnrsanoce cesssverae +41 +18 +27 30 +8 -1 16| 169 2451 212
Lumber, construction materials dealers..seisecenccsace 415 +25 +17 517 +11 +2 367 103 1104 127
New Englend... s vsesstatsecvessverrsesntsranent +1 +23 +20 25 +15 +9 17 101 907 109
Middle Atlantic.. eas +13 +26 +14 99 o] -1 58 106 116| 130
East-North Central....... +21 +28 +20 127 +12 +2 T4 95 1217 123
West North Central. +7 +22 +10 30 +19 +6 24 166 1441 199
South Atlantic...... +27 +26 +23 43 +21 +3 34 94 106| 121
West South Central.. +17 +24 +8 56 +19 +1 55 115 1031 148
PacifiC.sreeresvancanncenan PR +21 426 +27 94 +3 +1 67 87 105] 106
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies distributors +8 +19 +5 829 4 0 764 148 165 180
Middle Atlantic.... +13 +9 +12 80 -9 -3 57, 108 152 141
East North Central.. +20 +21 +11 95 -7 0 89 132 169} 154
West North Central.. +17 +18 b 52 -2 +6 51 150 171 171
Scuth Atlantic...... +29 +33 +16 32 e +4 28 128 1441 122
East South Central.. +8 +14 Q 32 0 0 21 208 2291 254
West South Centrale.ee..is. -1 +26 -1 396 -2 -2 390 170 169| 218
MOUNtAIN. v esssvsnanassnsanasns S PPN +5 +9 +6 60 +3 +1 58| 229} 248} 277
PacifiCesercevaccannencracnessroncarannes serraasaans =11 +20 -2 72 ~1 +7 63 175 140| 212

x Insufficient data to show separately.

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost,by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories
in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these caleulations for the markup of sales, which varies from trade to trade.
2 Not affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups.

3 pata withheld because of incomplete reporting of invemtories at time of publication.

letin.

* Includes general-line electrieal goods, wiring supplies, construction materials and apparatus vwholesalers.
5 Totals include date for some kinds of business not shown separately.

These data will be included with the April 1955 bul-

and stock-sales ratios.

of coverage.

Note: Firms reporting in this survey are part of a probability sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of business.
firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight which reflects its probability of selection (or; in other terms, the number of firms
in the trade which it represents in the sample). Targe firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight of one (1). Other firms
are sampled at varying rates, depending upon sizes, with smaller firms having a lower probability of selection and thus a larger weight.

Sales and inventory figures reported for any firm are multiplied by this weight and the results summarized to obtain percentage changes

Data on reported dollar values, previously shown &s a measure of coverage, are now omitted since the trend data are based on we.aigl}ted_
values. The number of establishments in the sample, from which reports were received in time for tabulation, are shown as an indication

Each
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Data shown in this report are based on reports submitted by a reporting panel of over 10,000 establish-
ments which are representative of all merchant wholesaler firms in the country (see note on page 4). The
-reporting panel is part of a probability sample recemtly developed by the Bureau of the Census to provide
national dollar volume estimates of sales and inventories of merchant wholesalers by kind of business.

Sales

Aprilv 1955 sales of merchant wholesalers were down 4 percent below March and were 6 percent higher than

April a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first four months of 1955 were 7 percent higher than sales in the
comparable period of 1954. ’

Sales declines of 2 to 8 percent from the previous month were indicated in all but two geographic di-
visions-—-the Mountein and the Pacific—-which reported little or no change. Compared with a year ago, however,

these two divisions indicated increases of 14 and 13 percent, respectively. All other divisions also re-
ported gains, ranging from 1 to 1l percent, over year-ago sales.

Most trades indicated lower sales than a month earlier, but noted gains over April sales a year ago.
Inedible farm products, down 23 percent, reflected the prineipal decline from the previous month. Other
declines of 10 percent or more were noted by dry goods and apparel, home furnishings, electrical appliances,
coal, and farm supplies. FEleven trades, led by construction materials, up 16 percent, reported increased
sales over March 1955. Compared with a ~year ago, only five irades reported lower sales, with grocery
specialty lines indicating the sharpest decline (18%). Iron and steel scrap more than doubled last April's

sales. Substantial gains over year-ago sales were also noted by waste materials (48%) nonferrous metals (B6%) 3
iron, steel and products (33%), and lumber, millwork (20%).

Inventories

Tnventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of April were down slightly (14) below March 31,
but were 2 percent above stocks on hand a year ago. Based on reports.of establishments submitting inventory
figures in conjunction with sales data, the April stock-seles ratio of 122 percent was 5 points above the
previous month, but 5 points lower than the ratio for April 1954.

Most trades showed only very small changes from previous-month inventories, the most gignificant being
noted by inedible  farm products (-19%), farm supplies (-18%), and coal (+13%) . Compared with a year ago,
iron and steel scrap (20%) and waste materials (22%) showed the largest increases in stocks while grocery
specialty lines (21%) reported the heaviest decline.

‘
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Table 1,-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

APRIL 1955
Sales Taventory,; end-of-month  :|Stock-sales ratios?
) (at cost) (percent)
‘Kind of business Percent change; 4 wo.| Number of | Percent change, | Number of
Apr. 1955 from--| 1955 | establish~| Apr. 1955 from--| establish- & A
- from | ments re- g menis ro~ P pr. | Mar.
Apr. Mar. 4 mo.| porting Apr. Mar. porting 1955 | 1954 | 1954
1954 1955 1954 | Apr., 1955 1954 1955 Apr. 1955
Merchant wholeSalerS.ccseescaessesssvecssnsarses +6 -4 +7 10,960 +2 ;1 8,155 122 127 117
Grocery, confectionery, mweat wholesalerS.....eesseesee -6 -8 -4 1,302 -8 -2 1,059 83 90 79
General-line grgcery WholesalerBeseesss. [ +2 =7 +3 780 -1 -3 685 .| 107 111 104
Noneffiliated®..c.euieensccsconsane 2 -1 =7 +2 592 -3 =3 533 120 125 112
Voluntary BroupPS..cs.cecesssverccssse +2 -6 +2 166 -1 =3 135 107 108 104
Retailer-coopoTative.cesscnssesnsss +12 -9 +10 22 +3 -2 17 B2 89 85
Specialty~line grocery wholesalers. ~18 ~12 -1 293 ~21 ~1. 206 86 93 78
Confectionery wholesalers...... e +1 s +3 &3 +8 -4 47 80 74 81
Meat, meat products wholeS8lersS....veeeascsascrecacs =5 =4 0 146 =14 +3 121 26 26 23
Edible farm products distributor8..cssecccssessccrecns +7 +1 +3 974 +4 -2 678 26 26 27
Dairy, poultry products distributors....ccccecicscons +2 -2 ] 641 +3 0 428 33 32 32
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalorS.....caeecesvcenss +13 +7 +10 333 +7 -7 250 18 17 20
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesglers......:eeev.e +6. +2 +4 507 +1 +2 432 100 104 98
Beer AiatributorS..cecarecrceserinrnarcinarrrasranes +7 +7 +2 129 +5 +3 107 81 83 84
Wine, distilled spirits wholesglers......cececsasess +5 -2 +5 378 -2 +1 325 115 121 108
Drugs, chemicals, allied ‘products wholesalsrS.seescsss +8 -6 +8 . 613 +5 +1 443 150 163 142
Drug wholesalers {gemeral and specialty lines)...... +8 -5 +8 299 +5 +1 234 178 182 171
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesflerS........ +9 -9 +6 181 +1 +3 136 75 87 68
Paint, vernish wholesSalerS...ccceevsonsccaiscosssnss +7 -6 +8 133 +4 -2 73 132 173 123
Tobaceo A18tributorS..eeeaccasscrscassssscssssansesens 90 0 +2 248 -3 +1 146 53 56 51
Dry goods, apparel WholeS8lerS.....sescsrsercscscsnsas +4 14 +4 417 +8 -1 214 190 193 168
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalers. - +2 -10 +3 92 YA -3 44 192 167 161
Dry goods wholesalers (genmeral and specialty 1ines) +1 -17 +1 199 +5 0 96 203 219 182
Piece g00dS CONVETLeIS.ececcrsscaressssvessssnsonsee +12 ~13 +8 126 +18 L¢] T4 169 167 151
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers..:.csececesecccss +6 ~10 +12 282 +3 +2 173 150 165 133
Furniture wholesg&lerS....secevecasss seess +16 =3 +10 117 -2 +2 67 129 173 122
Howe furnishings, {loor coverings wholesalers. O ¢} =15 +11 165 +6 +2 106 162 161 138
Paper, allied products wholesalerS.......... PR +7 -6 +7 445 0 +1 320 109 111 99
Paper WholesalerS.cceseceressosarasssrossrssssncssnse +7 -6 47 281 -1 +2 230 102 107 93
Stationery, wallpaper wholeSBlerS....c.essvreassosse 0 -8 +6 164 +4 0 90 180 160 164
Inedible farﬁ products merchantB.scecsccesssrsssonenes ~15 -23 0 271 +6 -19 213 114 90 110
Automotive wholeS8lerB..eeeescescssrocrscnasscassssnns +17 +5 +14 663 +8 o] 501 171 185 181
Motor~vehicle distributor8...c.vecescrensccscasassens +19 +6 +19 63 +10 +5 53 88 90 90
Automotive equipmént, tire-tube wholeeslers......... +:I:6 +4 +12 600 +7 -1 448 | 221 | 247 235
Electrical, electronie, appliance goods distributors.. +3 -9 +5 870 +5 +5 790 172 165 149
Electrical equipment, supplies wholesalers®......... +8 -6 +6 553 +7 +4 530 161 157 147
Electrical appliances, TV and radio sets and parts,
and electronic paris, equipment distributors....... -2 ~12 +5 317 +3 +6 260 185 174 150
Hardware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalers......... +7 -2 18 559 +5 0 408 240 251 234
Hardware wholesalersS..esscsesssscssssocnes ceesenaren + 4 +5 216 +3 -1 176 251 264 244,
Plumbing, heating goods distributors...cesscesecsses +11 4] +13 343 +7 +1 232 223 229 219
Lumber, construction materials distributors........... +18 +7 +18 506 +10 . -1 338 101 106 108
Lumber, millwork wholeSalerS...c.ssessssssscocsncsres +20 +2 +20 297 +12 -1 214 115 124 120
Consiruction materials distributors......cececncenes +14 +16 +12 209 +5 0 124 75 75 83
Machinery, equipwent, supplies distributors........... +12 -5 +8 1,776 +2 3] 1,418 180 197 170
Air conditioning, commercial refrigeration equip- :
ment distributor8.ieccieerssncicecsenccsncssenaccsss +6 +6 +9 96 -1 -1 55 150 133 150
Commercial machines, equipment, distributors........ +14 -6 +8 136 -3 +2 98 152 181 137
Indugtrial machinery, equipment, suppliea houses.... +14 -8 +8 767 +6 0 657 193 201 176
Professiongal equipment, supplies houses®.... . +8 =7 +5 395 -2 +1 300 216 227 203
Surgieal, medieal, hospital supply houses. . +7 -3 45 73 -6 -1 41 167 184 - el
Service establishment equipment, supplies houses.... 0 T =2 +7 141 -2 +6 103 147 151 138
Other machinery, equipwent. d1stributors..esierserees | +16 -3 +12 241 -2 -1 205 174 213 173
Metals, metalwork (except scrap) distributors......... +34 41 422 304 -3 -2 235 149 220 156
Iron, steel and ‘products distributors........ceceeee +33 +1 +21 216 -1 0 161 176 256 181
Nonferrous metals d1gtributorS.csccecisesccensnecass +36 +1 +25 88 -12 -5 T 100 156 106
Iron-steel scrap, waste uaterials dealers....c....csvee +75 +4 +58 281 +21 -2 195 61 83 62
Iron-sieel serap dealerS..cccssse +104 +1 +84 155 +20 =1 112 46 81 48
Waste materials dealerS.,.eesecescccssscacascesanssse +48 +10 +31 126 +22 -3 83 85 85 87
Other merchant wholesalers®..v..evreseesns . +5 -3 +10 942 0 -2 s92 | 107 | 111 103
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers.,.. . +9 [} +10 138 +3 +1 98 164 168 i
Book, periodical, newspaper wholesalers. “ee [} =5 +5 114 =4 [¢} 37 124 104 133
Cogl WholeSBlerS.seevessenasnsonssccasacns seses +11 ~-13 +11 210 -8 +13 101 48 58 39
Farm supplies wholesalers.. ves + -1 +6 173 413 -18 140 72 68 78
Jewelry wholeSalerS..c.ecesvossccocvoorssns .e +15 -2 +10 123 -6 +1 75 258 340 273

See page 4 for footnotes.
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See page 4 for footnotes.

APRIL 1955
Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratiosl
Sales (at cost) (percent)
3 Percent change 4 po.} Number of Percent .change, | Number of
Kind of business and geographic division Apr. 1955 from— | 1955 | establish-| Apr. 1955 fromc’| eatabifoh N & Vor
from | wents re- wenty re- 119’;; 15; 1955
Apr. Mar. 4 wo.| porting Apr. Mar. porting
1954 1955 1954 | Apr. 1955 1954 1855 -] Apr. 19355 ’
Merchant wholesalers, total%........... teraranan +6 ~4 +7 10,960 +2 -1 8,155 122 127 117
New Englafide.seusssceeivennseneonnes y +6 -3 +7 5801 +5 +2 398( 130 131 122
Middle Atlentie..... . +4 -8 +H 2,567 +5 ~1 1,572 111 113 103
~East North Central... . +11 -2 +8 2,116 +2 -1 1,591 111 124 109
West North Central.v.eiieseessocennn. +1 ~6 +4 1,060 0 ~4 854 132 128 128
Scuth Atlantic....... . +6 -3 +11 1,044 +2 +1 809 128 133 125
East South Central... +2 ~61 +3 475 -2 =5 377 144 138 145
West South Central.. +1 -5 +2 1,306 -1 -1 1,105 1a2 144 135
Mountain.......... N +14 0 +10 37% +8 -2 335 150 164 155
L B DD +13 0 +10 1,438 +4 +1 1,114 115 133 114
General-line grocery WhOleSBlerS...eesssisecessoenonss 2 ~7 +3 780 =1 =3 685 107 111 104
Middle Atlantic...ivevveirannnn., 0 -23 -1 90 +5 - =3 77 133 135 104
East North Central......aves.ns.. +9 ~6 +4 110 ] -3 84 104 112 97
West North Central. ~3 -2 +2 146 =5 -5 136 103 110 109
South Atlentiec.... -3 -5 +1 39 -1 ~3 32 127 126 125
East South Central........ +2 0 +1 42 ~7 ~2 39 94 103 23
West South Central. -2 ~4 +h 126 -2 =2 110 128 128 125
+21 -16 +10 37 +2 ~3 37 84 95 72
+5 -9 +5 185 +2 -4 166 82 82 90
Specialty-line grocery vholesalers...... -18 =12 -14 293 =21 -1 206 86 93 78
New England.......: -3 -14 +1 18 ~23 ~14 10 50 75 50
Middle Atlantie...... -28 =17 =22 141 ~13 +2 98 80 66 67
East North Central.. +7 b -1 31 -27 ~14 22 .66 102 T4
West North Central.. =23 -6 -14 8 ~26 0 8 93 97 87
South Atlantie...... ~-13 =10 -3 26 <14 +5 17 181 245 209
South Central..... -8 -2 -13 19 44 +4 13 89 152 87
Pacific.ceraiieiiirisvecadioncenionas evense -1 -10 4 47 ~15 -11 37 67 73 72
Dairy, l154.::1i1‘t:z-;;r products distributors............. +2 -2 0 641 +3 [1] 428 33 32 32
New England...coeeons. +6 -ty -4 24 +18 [4] 17 21 19 20
Middle ‘Atlantie... . -4 -6 -2 119 + +1 63 24 20 21
East North Central.everieeraenvivenennsnnasas -1 -7 4 126 +7 +7 76 27 24 23
West North Central............ -10 +9 -6 35 -1 +9 28 119 103 125
South Atlantic..iieneenaeenaa, +9 +1 +12 111 e +6 89 36 37 35
Edst South Central....... V=2 +7 +10 27 =14 -29 19 19 21 27
West South Central..... +27 +1 +10 55 +29 ~10 31 22 20 26
. ~12 -2 ~3 16 +19 +9 11 57 52 51
+12 +1 +3 128 -6 =11 94 34 40 38
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalers,.... 413 +7 +10 333 +7 =7 250 18 17 20
Nev Englsnd....... +9 +3 +6 16 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic..... +12 +7 +12 451 9 ~9 26 10 9 11
East North “entral.. +17 +8 +11 36 +9 ~12 26 10 12 12
West North Central.. +27 +5 +13 56 -9 -25 44 12 15 16
South Atlantic...... +8 +4 +9 31 +25 ~15 19 20 15 25
South Centrale.asss. +9 +6 +3 44 ~26 -1 33 28 41 30
Mountain, . ferrsraseaae .. +16 +5 +15 291 (x) {x) (x) x) (x) (x)
Pacific..........................................'... +13 +8 +10 7% +18 =10 63 24 15 28
Drug wholesalers {general and specialty lines)........ +8 ~5 +8 299 ] +1 234 178 182 171
New England..esesssencenss Ahbeseeacterietetarnenraan +7 -3 +7 20 +6 [4] 13 168 173 160
Middle Atlantic... +12 +1 +10 64 +11 0 41 213 214 238
East North Central......... +5 -7 +7 51 +7 +3 40 131 123 117
West North Central............ -1 -12 +4 23 +5 +2 21 168 158 144
South Atlantie........ +15 -4 +10 45 +2 +2 36 186 207 177
East South Central.... +2 -8 +6 15 +4 +2 13], 193 198 173
West South Central.... +6 -7 +6 42 +1 -3 33 211 228 203
Mountein..veseiecenn, +17 -9 +17 13 -1 +1 13 222 263 199
Pacific.ciscuancann. B L LR T T R S, +6 -6 +10 26 0 +2 24 149 164 136
Tobaceo ALSTPIbULOTS ettt it eirieaninnernneranin.. [¢] Q +2 23 -3 +1 146 53 56 351
New England,..... 1 =5 2% 22 1% +2 6] 58 75 53
Middle Atlantic.. +2 +2 o] &7 -4 +3 28 53 55 52
East North Central.... =4 ] +4 43 +9 -2 26| 49 44 %9
West North Central. +2 +2 +2 21 -5 -3 13 37 43 38
South Atlantic. ~2 4] +2 25 +6 -2 18 54 47 55
South Central......... . vee 0 -3 +3 40 -6 +3 19§ 59 63 37
L DR -1 -3 +2 38 (x) x) ~ @ ) | ) (x)
Dry goods, apparel wholeS8lerS.............. [ +4 ~14 +4 417 +8 -1 214 190 193 168
New England...cessusseeeenenannn.s . +15 -5 +6 22 +15 +8: 13 272 294 241
Middle Atlantie...... +5 -15 +3 267 . #12 =3 128 152 163 141
East North Central,.. +6 -12 +4 34 ~23 -2 21 194 215 170
West North .Central, -16 ~16 -7 22 +5 -3 17 294 217 240
South Atlartic,.... -10. -23 +8 16 -9 -5 0| 234f 207 179
South Central...... +8 -19 +15 27 +2 -3 14 213 225 168
Pacii'ic..........................._. cetcsttirenanens +5 -15 +14 28 +30 +7 10 250 200 198
Furunit;;nre ianhgme furnishings wholesalers........... Sease +6 =10 +12 282 +3 +2 - 173 150 165 133
ow Eng! fesaresatteeresarasananan . =12 =27 +3 13 x) X x 1 {x {x
Middle Atlantic.... "2 -13 +6 116 &) +6 « +2 &) 41 ¢ 1)12 (xl)l ¢ )94
* East North Central. ~4 -10 +12 53 +2 +2 37 177 188 150
West North Central. +16, +9 +14 18 +6 ] 16 169 194 198
South Atlantic.......... +9 -6 +11 27 +2 -2 16 192 214 186
South Central,.. Ceeecstrttacerettasenaes +17 -8 +19 32 +8 +1 30 189 213 175
Pecific............................................. +21 -7 +32 17 [¢] +4 17 147 177 132
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Table 2.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS-~Continued

APRTL 1955
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios?
(at cost) . {percent)
Kind of business and geographie division Percent change, | 4 mo. | Number of Percent change, | Number of
Apr. 1955 from--{ 1955 | establish-| Apr. 1955 from--| establish-
from | ments re- ments re- Apr. Apr. ‘Mar.
Apr. Mar. 4 wo. | porting Apr. Mar. | porting 1955 | 1954 | 1955
1954 1955 1954 | Apr. 1955 1954 1955 | Apr. 1955

Auntomotive eguipment, tire-tube wholesalers....sceesss +16 +4 +12 600 +7 ~1 448 221 247 235
Middle Atlantic...eeeiscciireoasacnsnanns 8 0 +5 86 +13 +1 52 265 262 268
East North Central.. +23 +5 +19 98 +1 ~3 74 141 171 156
West North Central +15 +15 +5 63 +3 +1 24 309 283 342
South Atlantic...... +14 [¢] +18 53 +14 +3 43 254 265 251
FEast South Central...ecseencas +21 +12 +15 61 +7 0 57 217 252 254
West South Central.. +3 ¥2 0 92 +5 -2 88 317 358 322
Mountain...eeeonen +20 48 +18 46 +7 +9 43 273 306 271
Pacific.ecsnocaeas canenes +16 [ +14 89 -2 -3 56 235 284 235
Electrical equipment and supplies wholesalers?.. +8 1 -6 +6 553 ] +7 +4 530 161 157 147
New England...ceerocinsenn -3 =5 -7 33 +13 +5 32 185 168 169
Middle Atlentic..... ~2 -13 0 70 +6 +4 64 138 110 125
East North Central.. el -7 -3 144 o +5 138 175 170 151
West North Central....... +14 -3 +6 60 +4 ly 57 152 168 153
South Atlantice.vecessees +23 o +12 84 +11 +3 82 173 179 157
East South Central......... +19 -5 +17 37 +22 +2 37 185 160 173
West South Central....... +16 +2 +21 55 +7 +10 50 176 192 168
Mountaine,ceeeienenas .. +27 +11 +6 21 +13 +10 21 141 158 142
PACIfiCesncracsacnranuosnsrsensoscasronasscnrrsonsss +23 -4 +19 49 +9 +5 49 150 169 137
Electrical appliances, electronic paris distributors.. -2 =12 +3 317 +3 +6 260 185 174 150
New England..sescssceioccssesssssnanion setersnassanes -17 -21 -2 15 -2 +22 12 156 132 89
Middle Atlantic.....c.es. +1 =15 +4 68 +1 +3 58 172 167 137
East North Central.. -1 ~-15 +4 67 +14 +3 61 205 183 168
West North Central.. -9 ~-18 b+l 31 +18 +11 24 185 154 141
South Atlantice.ee... +3 ~8 +8 44 +3 +11 31 169 166 139
East South Central..... -12 -9 +10 14 =20 +5 13 199 207 174
West South Central..... +4 -1 +7 25 -1 +3 211 - 179 189 160
PacifiCicersnsnsscconenss -8 -10 +9 47 -3 +10 35 195 178 156
Hardware wholesalers........ +4 =4 +5 216 +3 =1 176 251 264 244
Middle Atlantic... +1 -2 +7 28 -7 -2 16 177 1681 180
Hast North Central. +5 4 -1 35 +3 0 32 242 234 239
West North Central........ +3 -3 ~3 28§ +1 =3 26 258 261 263
South Atlantic..ciievencns +3 -1 +5 29 -2 -3 22 282 285 290
East South Central. +11 -4 +12 22 +10 -1 21 243 245 238
West South Central. +6 -8 +4 23 +8 0 20 226 228 199
Mountain., cend +9 ~4 +20 11 +6 +4 111 297 295 273
Pacific..,.. cene 11 -5 +13 33 +5 +1 24 286 308 262
Plumbing, heating goods wholesalers... saes +11 0 +13 343 +7 +1 232 223 229 219
New England..:.... [ +11 [s} +12 18 + +1 13 347 341 350
Middle Atlantic.v..cnenees +2 0 +4 125 +11 +2 66 237 214 225
Fagt North Certral........ +13 =1 +8 43 +4 + 27 153 191 150
West North Central. . +21 +14 +11 31 -3 +2 27 213 232 238
South Atlsntie..... . +5 o} +19 45 +3 +2 35 241 260 238
South Centrale..... . +1 -3 +13 37 +8 -1 33 259 229 249
PaCifiC.sscssesrenacnsarsasaannrtnsses . +1 -1 +30 33 +11 -1 22 180 228 180
Lunber, construction materials dealers..... +18 +7 318" 506 +10 -1 338 101 106 108
" New Englande...esccocccoscersssancraronsa . +7 +5 +14 33 +19 -1 27 140 118 149
Middle Atlantic.... +8 +5 +12 91 +8 +1 68 109 108 113
Bast North Central. +24 +19 +21 128 +8 -1 53 88 124 97
West North Central. +16 +11 +12 34 +5 ~10 21 66 72 89
South Atlantic... +23 -1 +23 48 +4 +1 36 71 78 69
South Central.... +24 -3 +18 64 +6 4 59 130 138 131
Pacific....... +27 +4 +27 93 +24 45" 60 85 7 86
Industrial machinery, squipment, supplies distributors +14 -8 +8 767 +6 [s] 657 193 201 176
New England.eeveescsecescsness +18 +1 +8 13 ~4 +7 7 188 219 174
Middle Atlantic.cessesnccesss N +10 -22 #11 T +15 -6 54 182 157 149
East North Central.. +28 -5 +15 4 +15 0 84 161 181 149
West North Central.. +18 -7 +9 55 ~11 ¢ 43 152 188 157
South Atlentic...... +12 -2 +15 45 5 +5 37 178 195 168
South Central......es. +5 4 0 374 +4 +1 334 227 208 215
Mountaifieeeeseenns +19 +2 +8 40 e +3 39 168 238 168
Pacifice..ovevananas eeeeetsasseatrosarenanotrrsnenes +8 +1 +1 72 +6 ~1 59 254 289 244

>4 ﬁlsui‘ficient date to show separately.

1 stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks,

in eénjunction with sales. No adjustment. is made in these calculations for the markup of seles,
2 Not affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups.
? Tneludes general-line electrical goods, wire supplies, construction materials and apparatus wholesalers.
4 Totals include data-for some kinds of business not shown separately.

at cost,by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories

which varies from trade to irade.

in the trade which it represenis in the sample).

and stock~sales ratios.

of coverage.

firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight which

values. The number of establishments in the sample,

Note: Firms reporting in this survey are part of a probability gample representing merchant wholesalers in ell kinds of business. Each
1 reflects its probability of selsction (or, in other terms, the number of firms
Large firms are selected with certainty,

thus having a weight of ome (1).
are sampled at varylng rates, depending upon sizes, with smaller firme having a lower prob

abi11ty of selection and thus a larger welght.
Sales and inventory figures reported for any firm are multiplied by this weight and the Tesulis summarized 4o obtain percentage changes

Data on reported dollar values, previously shown as a measure of coverage, are now omitted since the trend data are based on weighted
from which reports were received in time for tabulation, are shown as an indication

Other firms
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Data shown in this report are based on reports submltted by a reporting panel of over 11,000 establish-
ments which are representative of all merchant wholesaler firms in the country (see note on page 4). The
reporting panel is part of a probability sample recently developed by the Bureau of the Census to provide
national doliar volume estimates of sales and inventories of merchant wholesalers by kind of business. Be-

ginning with this issue, the index shown in the chart below has been revised on the basis of data developed
from this sample.

Sales

May 1955 sales.of merchant wholesalers were up 2 percent over April and were 13 percent higher than May

a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first five months of 1955 were & percent higher than sales in the com~
parable period of 1954,

With one exception,'all geographic divisions indicated small increases over +the previous month and  more
substantial increases over last year's sales. The West Sowth Ceniral Division showed a slight (1%) deecline
from April but reported sales 12 percent higher than a year ago. The Mountain Division, up. 6 percent, noted

the largest increase over April, while the FEast North Central, up 17 percent, reflected the prineipal gain
over May 1954,

Most trades indicated higher sales than a month earlier, with coal (12%), construction materials (10%),
beer (10%), and electrical equipment (9}6), showing the principal gains. The largest declines were reported
for farm supplies (15%); iron and steel scrap (6%); and clothing, furnishings, and footwear (6%). Compared
with a year ago, increased sales were reported in all but one trade--specialty~line groceries, which were

off 6 percent. Iron and asteel scrap--up 98 percent~-and nonferrous metals--up 38 percent--again accounted
for the most substantial gains over year-ago sales. .

Inventories

Tnventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of May were at about the same level as. on April

30, but were 2 percent above stocks on hand a year ago. Based on reports of establishments submitting in-
ventory figures in conjunction with sales data ; the May stock-sales ratio of 126 percent was 2 polnts below
the previous month and 14 points lower than the ratio for May 1954.

Most trades showed only small changes in inventories. Coal » up 17 percent, and inedible farm products,
down 16 percent, indicated the largest changes from April inventories. Substantial increases over year-ago

stocks were indicated for iron and steel scrap (27%) and eléctrical appliances and equipment (17%); while a
sharp drop (22%) was noted for specialty-line groceries.
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Teble 1.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES :OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

. MAY 1955
_Sales Inventory, end-of-month Btock-sales ratiost
Percent change (at cost) (percent)
. Number of
Kind of business May 1955 5 wo. | establish-| Percent change, | Number of
frof-— 1955 wents re- | May 1955 from-~ |} establishd May May | Apr.
fron | porting ments Ye- 1955 | 1052 | 1955
May Apr. 5 mo. May 1955 May Apr, porting
1954 1955 1954 1954 1955 May 1955
] Merchant WholeBAleTB..iceversaoavassasnasocnacons +13 +2 +8 11,022 +2 0 8,032 126 140 128
Grocery, confectionery, meat wholesalera. enasvsnereeans +2 +1 -3 1,244 -8 +1 940 91 100 92
General-line grocery WholeBalers..ccesessesssrss +8 +1 +4 756 -2 0 623 116 124 116
Nonaffil1ated®..veeeereencaeans +3 -1 +2 560 +2 -2 471 135 135 136
Voluntary groups..... orn +6 o] +3 178 -8 +2 141 109 123 108
Retallor-cooporatives..civecercass +24 +5 +13 18 -3 +1 11 72 94 75
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers.. -6 +1 -13 251 -22 +5 167 89 109 89
Confectionery wholesalers...ecevsss, +1 -2 +3 93 +8 +2 45 82 81 78
Meat, meat products WholeS8lerS. cesseesessscecnsscens +3 +5 0 144 (s} -2 105 23 21 24
Edible farm products distributors.iceeeicecess see +7 +2 +4 1,014 -1 +6 707 32 36 31
Dairy, poultry préducts distributors....... aes +9 +1 +2 . 686 +1 +12 465 34 39 31
Fresh fruit, vegetsble wholeBalerS.eescvecaceccsseas +2 +3 +8 328 -6 -5 242 26 31 29
Beer, wine, distilled spiriis Wholesalers..e.iiesueses +5 +4 +4 491 0 +4 432 100 106 98
+9 +10 +4 122 +9 +12 105 53 56 52
Wine, distilled spirits WholeSAlerS..ee..ieessnseees +3 ¢] +5 369 =3 +1 327 143 151 135
Drugs, chemlcals, allied producis wholesflerS......... +13 +1 +9 670 +5 0 474 143 156 146
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty 1ines)...... +14 +2 +9 318 +7 [3] 227 158 166 160
Industrial chemlcals, explosives wholesalers........ +12 -4 +7 209 -1 -1 157 93 109 96
Paint, Yarnigh wholeS8lerB...csseeseeenscssones ees +16 45 +10 143 0 -1 90 166 196 180
Tobacco ALetributors..vevioresserrnssenancrercascnsnns +11 +5 +4 258 +10 +4 122 63 61 63
Dry goods, apparel wholeselerS.i.sssesess ieaseneanne +17 -1 +6 401 +4 +1 206 211 25i 205
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalers......... +4 -6 +3 104 -2 +3 60 244 286 240
Dry goods wholesalers (general and speciamlty 1:{1195) +19 +2 il 165 +6 0 79 190 234 189
Plode gooG8 CONVOTtOrS.ccecsesnnscsavsosesassosvanen +28 -1 +12 132 +12 [y 67 201 229 180
Furniture, bowme furnishings wholesalerS..seveecssansees +18 -2 +13 261 +1 -1 182 176 221 174
Furniture wholesalers........... ceenveacssneanse . +25 +1 +16 112 -1 -1 69 167 221 161
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalerS....... +14 -4 +2 149 +2 -1 113 180 221 180
Paper, allied products WholeBALOrS.....sesersossssenss +12 ol +8 438 +4 +2 303 127 135 122
Paper WholeSBlerB.ce s csesscersnss teerraneans +13 0 +8 277 +4 +2 228 119 128 115
Stationery, wallpasper wholesalers... cesessararens +10 ~1 +7 161 +7 +3 751 198 201 186
Inedible farm Products WETCHANE..ees.eesseesovacsanas +6 + +1 207 -5 -16 W] 123] 135 140
Automotive wholesalerS....vaeessas aereesesestancsennne +15 +1 +14 652 0 0 479 191 |- 202 193
Motor-vehicle distributors..cccecneiiinsaneniannsaes +17 +2 +19 71 +4 [¢] 66 90 97 91
‘Automotive equipment » tire-tube wholesalers......... +13 o +12 581 -1 0 413 255 273 258
Electrical, electronic, appliance goods distributors.. +19 +5 +8 852 +10 +2 773 171 186 176
Electrical eguipment, supplies wholesalers®......... +22 +9 +9 565 +5 [} 543 157 176 171
Electrical appliances, TV and radio sets and parts,
and electronic parts, equipment distributorsz...... +16 0 +7 287 +17 +5 230 192 200 184
Hardware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalerS......... 418 +5 +10 542 +5 0 412 225 255 234
Hardware WholesaleXrS.cesssessansensasnosonves . +14 +5 +7 -206 +3 o] 169 234 263 244
Plumbing, heating goods distributorsS..ccececescessces +23 +5 +15 336 +8 -1 243 209 240 218
Lumber, construction materials distributors.....e..... +26 +7 -+20 515 +12 +1 ‘341 111 119 117
Luriber, millwork wholesalerBeseirescsessasnssnennane +28 +6 +22 304 +12 +1 210 127 i35 128
Construction materials distribubtors....eccescaceanes +23 +10 +15 211 +12 +1 131 86 93 97
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributorS........... +18 +2 +10 1,923 +3 +2 1,464 168 198 168
Air eonditioning, commerclel yefrigeration equip- .
ment distribu‘bors........'...T.\\};;‘................ +30 e +14 108 48 +2 78 197 254 202
Commereiel machines, equipment, TibULOTSeceeienes +7 ~2 +8 163 -1 0 112 154 150 149
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies housed.... +12 +5 +9 923 +5 +2 718 170 189 175
Professionel equipment, supplies houses*......ee.:.. +10 +3 +6 345 +8 +2 249 209 217 209
Surgical, wedlcal, hospital supply houses.. +6 +1 +5 68 -2 -2 42 182 188 188
Service establishient equipment, supplies house +11 +3 +8 147 +2 -1 108 149 163 149
Cther wechinery, equipment distributors......... caee +37 -2 +17 237 =1 +3 199 157 220 149
Metale, metalwork (except scrap) distributors.........)) +31 -2 +2%4 271 =3 =2 203 134 193 134
Iron, steel and products distributors..... +28 -3 +22 195 -3 -2 146 169 248 166
Nonferrous metals distributors........ceceviivenanss +38 0 +28 76 -8 -3 57 71 86 73
Ircn-steel scrap, waste. materials dealerS............ +66 4 +60 295 +22 +4 200 60 89 55
Iron-steel scrap dealerS.sesasecdsesocsae aessses ] +98 -6 + 167 +27 +b 117 641 102
VWaste materisls dealers....... eeesntoreseiovannennne +33 -1 +32 128 +8 -1 83 50 67 50
Other merchant WholeSGleTS...veeseerivnscasnnens +7 [¢] +9 2988 +3 -1 646 103 112] 110
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers........ +7 +3 +9 143 +6 +3 IIZ 215 199 pars
+10 4 +6 135 +9 +4 64 161 154 150
+20 +12 +13 222 -6 +17 119 31 60 34
+5 -15 +6 189 +7 14 153 7 82 75
Jewelry WholeSBlerSesuivirsrsssressescsnerasssavsoce +11 -4 +10 135 4 0 73 299 335 294

See page 4 for footnotes.




Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS
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MAY 1955
Sales
Inventory, end-of-month |Stock-sales ratios®
Percent change . (at cost) (percént)
Number o
Kind of business and geographic division May 1955 . 3 mo. |establish.{ Percent change, | Number of
frof~— 1955 ments reo- May 1955 from-- | establish-
May May | Apr.
' from | porting ments ro- | 1055 | 1954 | 1955
May Apr. 5 mo. |May 1955 May Apr. porting 8
1954 | 1955 1954 1954 1955 | May 1955
Merchant wholesalers, total4.. +13 +2 . 48 11,022 +2 o 8,032 126 140] 128
New England...... +14 +4 +9 597 -1 -2 381 108 129 118
Middle ALIANbIC. . arsvarenssnnnsncons +10 +1 +7 2,425 s} 0 1,472 111 122 112
East North Central.c...veevrsucennnon.n. +17 +3 +10 2,198 +3 +1 1,669 111 126 112
Weat North Central.. +14 +1 +6 1,032 +3 +3 844 138 247 136
South AbLantie.s e v neinnsscnnenas +14 +2 +11 1,097 + +1 430 143 163 145
Eagt South Central. +9 +3 +4 485 -1 -3 375 155 170 163
West South Central. +12 -1 4 1,353 +5 ~1 1,090 165 182 166
Mountain.. +14 +6 +11 384 +7 0 32z 141 152 151
PACIL s nerintnnricascnnsnrsuennenan cesarrresennans +16 +2 +11 1,451 +3 +3 1,049 125 141 125
General-line grocery WholeSalerS.....u.s.vevesesos.e. . +8 +1 +4 756 -2 g 623 116 124 116
New England...esseceseseonseennannsn . +10 +4 +10 12 -9 -3 9 123 133 130
Migdle Atlantiec....... +4 +3 0 60 -8 +1 49 109 129 112
East North Centraliiceiereeesscansen cesn +6 +1 +4 121 ~11 0 98 97 114 98
West NOTth Combraleeiuueririeeennninsnnnnensonnnnn. +14 -1 +5 133 -2 +6 124 101 104 9%
South Atlantic.e.vieesann.... +3 ] +2 59 =31 -2 45 155 169 157
East South Central........... . -3 -3 [¢] 41 ~3 -3 37 138 137 138
Weat South Contral....veseesssweeces +10 -2 +5 116 }8 =5 102 112 109 115
Mountain..eseinevenennnanas +12 +1 +10 38 +29 + 31 167 160 162
PaCifiCecreeeciinrannnnn . *17 + +7 176 +3, o 128 99 106 104
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers......... -6 +1 -13 251 ~22 +5 167 89 109 89
Middle Atlantic..... wseassenedaianea ENTA w1 ~21 113 -26 =5 69 67 72 72
Eest North Central.... +8 +3 0 38 -15 +8 31 79 108 7
West North Central.. 2rereassvecesnen -6 -3 =12 | 10 ~42 +7 7 156 214 140
South Atlantic.e.esvsan,.. reressanssciein +20 +7 ~1 13 -5 -8 9 97 115 119
South Contrale...cseeesessaeen. R -15 +2 -13 14 -18 -7 5 96 107 110
Pacific.........................................,.... +7 +1 -2 38 -20 +3 31 82 117 83
Dairy, poultry products distributors..... ssesveacvenas +9 +1 +2 686 +1 +12 465 34 39 31
New Englandee.eucesaescassacesoscnsnonsnnne +27 +3 +7 22 +20 ~15 14 29 30 36
Middle Atlentic.. +5 -2 -1 129 +14 +15 75 31 28 27
East North Central.... +7 +2 -1 153 +18 +24 96 37 35 30
West North Central........ +11 +10 «3 40 ~14 +4 32 55 71 66
South Atlantic...eeeceansn +17 +1 +13 113 ~26 + 91 25 51 25
South Central...... sestissisresseareneeas +16 -1 +12 79 =21 +1 48 29 42 29
PacifiCeseisueannin.s Peteeibstire s asnrestenernenns +2 +1 +2 138 +5 +17 100 41 42 35
Frosh frult, vegetable WholesBlerS........vens.. vesves +2 +3 +8 328 -6 =5 242 26 31 29
Hew EnglanG..ceveruveceenninnesonnn -17 +25 -1 21 -18 -4 17 19 19 25
‘Middle Atlantic........... +2 +5 +10 36 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) |(x)
.East North Central...... 0 +6 +8 43 ~16 +4 29 20 26 22
West North Central.... Pedecdretentiteraasanane +6 +1 +11 58 -3 -8 52 22 24 24
Sou‘l‘.hAtlan'hic..........._........................... +1 -5 +7 31 +9 ~3 19 28 30 29
South Contralecseeserevnsnosnsenes vecssvececeenans +5 +5 +3 31 ~23 ~14 19 38 48 45
Mountein...... tereserrsaarneneenhan srednes ~15 -3 +2 29 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) |{x)
Pacific.......'..................’.............. cees +11 -1 +10 79 +8 - 62 22 21 24
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty 1IN68) e senanas +14 +2 +9 318 +7 0 227 158 166 160
New England +17 +7 +9 21 +7 0 1% 139 G6 | 1A%
Middle AT1antlC.eeesceeneesenensennonss +10 +5 +10 74 + +1 44 142 153 140
East North Central... +12 +2 .48 58 +3 0 40 144 141 147
VWest North CONEPEL s ceensntnranneansosnsennonnns ve +6 +1 +4 23 +5 +1 22 198 201 196
South At1anticssyreceeernsianrannn.. .on +16 +1 +11 43 +3 -1 36| 179 203 185
East South Central....,. (ST canse +14 +2 +7 14 +“ ~3 11 185 204 | 194
West South Central. shecesavirararananae +15 +3 +8 42, +4 o 32 189 211 194.
Mountain, +5 -4 +15 -13 ‘-8 -2 ), 205 242 195
+20 ¢} +13 30 +17 =1 19 138 136 140
Tobaceo d18tributorSe.eseeesesenans.s Teshurrassrasns 11 +5 +4 258 +10 + 122 63 61 63
Now Englande.eesesreseeieneencionnoannnnss +28 +10 +11 29 (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) TGy,
Middie Y-t = +4 +5 +1 38 +10 +4 19 76 62 76
Eagt North Central..cuieveiiinsrenceenonas +12 45 +6 53 +17 +5 37 62 60 63
Weat North Cemtral.....v..uvenenens +8 1] +3 15 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) 1 (x)
South Atlantic.e.veseevenenssoonann +8 +2 +3 29 +2 -1 - 20 T4 75 T4
South Central..... +23 +3 +7 36 +8 +1 17 ‘51 59 -
Pacific.isienen. +6 43 +3 44 +24 +10 10 67 55 61
Dxy goods, apparel WhOleBRLerSe.un.seseees'serernrnsnns +17 =1 +6 401 + +1 206 211 251 205
New Englend..-ceeesreeenssnsns Aesessretaasetenanan 0 +7 +3 19 =23 +2 10 ] 3357 242
Middle Atlantic........ +22 0 +6 277 +6 +1 127 199 240 188
East North Central,.... +10 -7 45 26 +7 +6 15 163 170 156
+6 -12 -5 17 +2 -1 11 275 297 273
+10 ~12 +8 21 +2 +3 16 226 326 198
+10 +11 +14 17 +8 +3 13 295 297 329
+9 ~2 +13 22 +12 -2 12 252 244 270
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers...... ceaseanna +18 -2 +13 261 ‘41 -1 182 176 221 174
New Englande..cvieevenenennns +12 -2 +6 19 -7 ) 16 131 1 133
Middle Atlantic..... +15 =5 +8 79 -6 -2 45 181 234 183
East North Cenfral..... Faessesaseretansennan +27 +3 +15 55 49 +3 46 155 184 152
West North Contral.ievuvevescrenensnens +1 -22 +11 18 +6 =1 %] 230 | 236 206
South Atlantic........... +18 +4 +12 35 +5 -5 19 228 299 243
South Central... erseriana +25 +2 +20 24 +16 -2 221 232 255 229
L o P +21 -4 +29 24 -4 +1 14 169 257 155

See page 4 for footnotes.
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Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Contimuea

MAY 1955
Sales
Inventory, end-of-month [Btock-sales ratios!
Percent change, (at cost) {percent)
Number of -
Kind of business and geographic division May 1955 5 mo. |esteblish~ |Percent change, | Humber of
from-- %955 ments re~ |May 1955 from— | establish . v N
rom | port -] Mey y |hApr.
My | Apr. Smo. [hoyaoss | My | &pr. | pemting | 1955 | 195 [1955
1954 1955 1954 1954 1955 May 1955

Automotive equipment, tire-~tube wholesalers..... +13 0 +12 581 =1 0 413 255 273 258
Middle Atlantice.....c.uvvn creeseene heeeresrennen ree +10 [¢] +6 73 +3 [¢] 49 184 180 198
East North Central.. +28 -6 421 102 3 2 77l 24| 269| 244
West North Central.. +10 0 +7 68 +6 -1 27 254 223 246
Scuth Atlantic...... +20 +2 +19 65 0 ~1 44 239 280 245
East South Central.. +21 +5 +16 57 +13 +1 55 270 274 264
West South Central.. +6 + +2 84 -5 0 80 313 355 324
Mountaine....oeenes . +14 +4 +17 41 -8 4 36 282 344 296
Pacifice. oo rrinerscensennncaas “eeessrrtesansnrnee +11 % +13 e -13 =1 36 201 226 214
Electrical equipment and supplies wholesalers®........ +22 +9 +2 565 +5 0 543 157 176 171
New Englande....oe... asarsmracieacaneien .. . +36 24 +L 35 =5 0 31 134,205 227
Middle Atlentie. +3 +8 +1 69 -1 +2 66 147 146 155
East North Central... +36 426 +3 146 -2 4. 143 157 187 183
West North Central..... +23 +1 +8 61 +11 +6 59 178 188 168
South AtlantiCesesvececovaseroravesscsrasconnoscsnne +16 +5 +13 83 +6 -2 30 158 181 171
East South Central... +30 +20 +19 35 +13 -6 35 14 178 183
West South Centrale............. +25 o] +22 60 +15 +2 57 185 210 181
Mountain.seeevunsores +33 0 +1L 23 +% -7 23 167 213 181
PACifiCrctsrnonsncasvsnsrconaonns sesesvansees sessene +28 +6 +21 53 +7 4 49 138 160 [ 151
Electrical appliances, electronic parts distributors.. +16 Q +7 287 +17 +5 230 192 200 184
New Englande..-veeveceeceasnn Cesenceasseens eeeseanan +10 -9 ) 19 +6 +1 15 165 180 187
Migdle Atlantic...... +2 +1 + 68 +10 +6 48 182 186 175
East North Central... +20 4 +7 56 +24 +6 51 190 180 169
West North Central... +34 +12 +7 24 +8 +7 19 159 187 169
South Atlemtic....... +20 -5 +10 45 +15 +5 36 228 232 210

East South Central...... .. +35 -6 413 8 (x) (x) {x) (x} | (=) (x)
West South Central...... feeeens +10 [¢] +8 14 +23 +12 13 214 208 | * 181
PaCifiCe.cvreecscnsaronins terrevesenseie seevensresas +37 +7 +15 43 +19 +8 32 202 228 200
Hardware wholeSBlerS.....cevvansensornncens [ . +14 +5 +7 206 +3 0 169 234 263 244
Middle Atlanticesceccccrcsonnsee +8 +3 +7 28 +11 +1 19 212 200 203
Fast North Central. +9 +3 +2 37 4 o} 33 207 215 218
West North Central. +12 e +1 22 + 42 21 251 267 254
South Atlantic...... +23 +8 +10 27 +1 -3 15 270 344 306
Last South.Central.. +16 +2 +13 2% 0 +3 22 252 297 242
. +14 ~1 +6 21 o} -1 17 219 275 224
.......... +25 +15 +21 11 o =1 9 339 392 370
Pacifice..oveeancnnss csaseses PR s +20 +7 +15 32 ~1 +1 30 249 313 265
Plumbing, heating goods wholesalers.. . +23 +3 +15 336 +8 -1 243 209 240 218
New Englande..coceecveocnnnees . +11 +2 +11 EE] +9 +1 9 419 455 456
Middle Atlantie... eove +16 [¢] +7 106 +3 -2 65 185 229 193
East North Central PR +29 4 +13 53 +11 -2 48 177 203 188
West North Central.. +5 -2 +10 30 +8 +2 29 256 230 245
South Atlantic... +30 +10 +21 43 +12 +1 32 202 229 221
South Centrale..: +20 +21 +15 45 +5 +2 30 265 278 272
PACIfiC.vsersnesnserasocscocansons +26 +4 +29 38 +10 0 27 246 283 250
Lumber, construction materials dealers.... 426 +7 420 315 +12 1 341 121 ] - 119 117

New Englends.cocescen +43 +21 +19 2% +12 0 21 91 107 2
Middle Atlantic... +20 +8 +14 115 41 -2 T4 98 107 107
East North Central.. +26. 49 +23 119 +23 +1 52 130 124 138
West North Central... +26 +3 +15 39 +25 +2 27 95 92 95
South Atlantie...... +0 +6 +26 39 +1 0 28 108 119 114
South Central.. +33 +7 +20 77 +13 +2 57 134 161 148
PacifiCereereennseescsnns veraean careannne [ .. +28 +5 +27 85 +13 +7 66 121 144 119
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies distributors +12 | +5 +9 923 +5 +2 718 170 189 175
New Englandececevesnssscsccassscanes eesseeonssncaan +22 +9 +12 15 +23 +7 6 100 116 143
Middle Atlantie..... +7 +7 +10 T4 +2 +1 44 159 191 166
East North Central.. +1L +2 +14 112 ~11 0 79 146 195 152
West North Central... +7 +14 +9 75 +15 + 681 131| 120{ 140
South Atlantic....... 0 4 +11 37 + +4 29 151 138 137
South Central... +20 +5 1 +5 488 +12 +2 390 211 221 210
Mountain...... . +19 +5 +14 55 +2 +2 49 164 241 168
TR T P [ beseeenn +8 4 +2 67 -2 41 53 259 248 243

% Insuffieient data to show separately.

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cogt,
in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculations for the markup of sales,

2 Not affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups.
3 Tneludes general-line electrical goods, wire supplies, cons
4 Totals include data for some kinds of business not ghown separately.

truction materials and apparatus wholesalers.

by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories
vhich varies from irade to trade.

in the trade which it represents in_ ihe sample) .

and stock-sales ratios.

of coverage.

pata on reported dollar values, previously shown as a
values, The number ofs establishments in the sample,

Note: Firms reporting in this survey are part of a probability sample representing merc
firm selected in the sample has an assigned welght which reflects its probability of select:
large firms are selected with certainty,

are sampled at varying rates, depending upon sizes, with smaller firms having a lower probability of sele

Sales and inventory figures reporied for any firm are multiplied by this welght and the resulis summerized to obtain percentage chunges

hent wholesalers in all kinds of business.

ion (or, in other terms, the number of firms
thus having a weight of ome (1). Other firms

ction and thus a larger welght.

measure of coverage, are now omitted since the trend data are based on weighted
from which reporis were received in time for -tabulation, are shown as an jndication

Each




MONTHLY U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

T _ Sintlair Weeks, Secretary

- I-” H UI-ESH I-E TRH DE ' BUREAY :OF THE CENSUS

‘ Ro§in W. Burgcg, Director

REPORT .

: FOR RELEASE

= JUN E 1955 : _AUGUST 5, 1955
SALES AND INVENTORIES

Data shown in this report are based on reports submitted by a reporting panel of over 11,000 esteblish-
ments which are representative of all merchant wholesaler firms in the country (see note on page 4). The
reporting panel is part of a probability sample recently developed by the Bureau of the Census to provide
national dollar volume estimates of sales and inventories of merchant wholesalers by kind of business.

Sales

June 1955 sales of merchant wholesalers were up 4 percent over May and were 1l pereent higher than June
a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first half of 1955 were 9 percent higher than sales ian the comparaple
period of 1954. :

Most trades indicated moderate increases in sales over the previous month wlth wine, and distilled
spirits (14%) showing the prineipal; gain. The sharpest decline, 22 percent, was noted for farm supplies.
Other declines (1% to 3%) were reported for furniture, home furnishings, inedible farm products, jewelry,
and coal. Compared with a year ago, sales declines were reported in only three trades--inedible farm prod-
ucts (10%), farm supplies (7%), and specialty-line grocers (3%)—while fresh frult and vegetables showed no
change from a year ago. All other trades reflectad higher sales than a year ago with durable goods. trades
showing the larger gains. For the sixth consecutive month, iron and steel scrap accounted for the most sib-
stantial gain (70%) over year-ago sales. First-half 1955 sales were well ahead of a year ago in all but two
trades—specialty-line grocers (~9%) and inedible farm products (-1%).

The Mountain Division--up 11 percent--indicated the principal increase over previous month sales. Mosgt
other divisions reported gaing ranging from 3 to 6 percent. The East South Central Division (~1%) and the
West North Central Division showed virtually no change from a month earlier. Compared with a year ago,

sales gains were experienced in all but one geographic division--New England--which reported sales at about
the same level as in June a year ago,

Inventories

Inventories (valued at eost) of wholesalers at the end of June decreased slightly (1%) from the pre-
vious month, but were 3 percent ebove stocks on hand a year ago. Based on reports of establishments sub-
mittinginventory figures in econjunction with sales data, the June stock-sales ratio of 116 percent was 6
points below the previous month and 8 points below the ratio for June 1954,

Inventories of coal wholesalers were up 17 perecent over May, & normal increase for +this trade. All
other trades showed only small changes from the previous month (under ). Larger changes,most of them
increases, were reported in comparison with year~-ago Iinventories. Motor-vehicle distributors Indicated

the largest increase (17%) while specialty-line grocers (-23%) and iron and steel scrap dealers (~20%) noted
the gharpest reduction in stocks.
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Table 1.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES -OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

JUNE 1955
i
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios®
i t +
Percent change Nuzber of (at cost) {percent)
. establish-
Kind of business June 1955 6 mo. ments re- Percent change, Number of
from-— June 1955 from-—
1955 reporting estab- I ] Ma
from June 1955 lishmentis 1;2? lggz 1925
June May 6 mo. Tune May Teporting
1954 1955 1954 1954 1955 June 1955
Merchant wholesalers.ssessscescescosconcscsoenes 411 +4 +9 11,375 +3 -1 8,132 116 124 122
Grocery, confectionery, meat wholeSalerS.ssvasacasases T2 Td -1 1,362 -9 -1 1,045 77 84 80
General-line grocery wholesalérS..ceseessscecssnssns +5 4 +4 813 -2 -2 676 105 109 113
NONALLiliated? .eseeseescseersosncossoncnosnavaasas +4 +3 +2 616 4 -2 529 114 116 122
Voluntary groupsS.s.s saserareseesseasessessan +8 +6 + 182 -3 -3 139 89 102 97
Retailer~cooperativeesesssersss eesssasamranen +4 +3 +12 151 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers -3 4 -9 293 -23 +1 187 75 82 76
Confectionery wholesalerS.cceoeeescsass +6 +4 +3 97 +12 0 57 69 66 72
Meat, meat products wholesalersSesacerase +7 s +2 159 +5 =5 125 18 20 19
Edible farm products diStribuborS...ecessseesocensases +3 +7 +4 990] - T8 0 6701 Toa| Tog T30
Dairy, poultry products distributors +7 +6 +3 668 +8- +2 448 35 35 36
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalerS.scscessscsvsensss 0 +8 +6 322 +5 -6 222 18 16 21
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalerS.ceeeceassaes +9 +13 +5 462 +4 +2 414 96 107 107
+5 +11 +4 110 +7 +3 94 58 58 62
+13 +14 +6 352 +2 +2 320 124 156 144
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalers.....s... +11 +2 +9 645 +8 42 44T 139 146 142
- - Drug wholeselers {general and specialty 1ines)sesses +6 +1 +9 303 +6 ~1 224 160 161 164
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesalerS.sessss. +24 e +10 196 +10 +4 142 87 98 86
Paint, varnish wholeSalerSeesessessnccsssssracecnsos +19 +9 +12 146 +13 -2 81 149 170 168
Tobacco diStributorB.cccesscscesvrceseansansaconcensse +7 +9 +5 274 +5 ¢} 124 57 60 &4
Diy goods, apparel WholesSalerS.usesessorrsosncnssne vaee +12 +3 +7 432 +3 -1 220 196 225 201
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalerS...ececesse +11 0 + 15? 0 ¢} 54 196 244 195
Dry goods wholesalers (general and specialty lines). +6 4 +4 188 +2 +1 92 211 225 207
Piece g00dsS CONVETtErSeesevsescocssrssarcctrnscnsans +20 +4 +13 137 +10 -3 74 177 2044 199
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalersS.sccessesssccsns +19 -2 +14 278 +9 +1 162 158 175 159
Furniture wholesalerS,esesecessssnssscnsssonsnocions +14 =1 +16 86 -3 43 55 147 169 163
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalerS.sc.... +21 =3 +13 192 +14 +1 107 162 178 158
Paper, allled producis wholesalerS....... eusesnsrsanes +11 6 +9 516 +5 0 372 114 121 120
Paper wholesalerSeiceeacecisoisnnene evens +11 +6| +9 342 +6 0 275 107 114 113
Stationery, wallpaper wholesalerS..scescosasscaccase +11 +6 +7 174 +1 0 97 208 221 220
Inedible farm products merchantS.csecsscesccescnnccnces ~10 ~1 ~1 253 -7 -6 192 117 124 122
Automotive wholeSalerS.eseassssssiressscsasecancnsyse +19 + +15 624 +1l 0 423 158 164 163
Motor-vehicle distributorSeesvesssneceeessscsscnnses +31 +5 +21 65 +17 (4} 50 94 112 95
Automotive equipment, tire-~tube wholesalerSessecesce. +13 +7 +12 559 +9 0 373 214 206 223
. Electrical, electronic, appliance goods digtributors.. 48 +h +8 896 +13 =2 772 159 146 170
Electric equipment, supplies wholesalers ..ececsssssss +10 +6 +9 581 +12 <1 536 147 140 159
Electrical appllances, TV sod radio sets and parts, k .
and electronic parts, equipment distributors....... +h -] +7 315 +14 -3 243 174 153 184
Hardware, piumbing, heating goods wholesalerSeessssess +8 +3 +10 583 +6 +2 4313 225 224 228
Hardware wholeSalerSeseesssscasrasscsossoscsnsoncsnes +7 +3 +7 225 +5 +3 180 261 265 260
Plumbing, heating goocds distributors..eciccessccscsas 49 +4 +13 356 +8 0 233 175 171 182
Iumber, construction materials distributors..c.ee.c.s. +17 +h +19 530 +7 -3 346 105 109 113
Lumber, millwork wholesalerS.eeeecssscsesse . +18 +4| +22 299 +9 -2 210 119 122 128
Construction materials distributors.ciescencecereres +16 | +15 ZBH oo+l -5 136 74 82 82
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors........... +15 +5! +11] 1,928 +h 0 1,518 162 184 172
Air conditioning, commercial refrigeration equip-
ment distributorS.cscececivscensasuonnraccrensse .. +13 +8| +14 115 +2 0 76 136 140 151
Commercial machines, equipment distributors.eceessss +16 +6| +9 112 -6 0 84 139 177 147
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies houses™... +12 +5| +9 884] +h -1 718 166 190 179
Professional equipment, supplies NOUSEE™ .+ e anseorast +12 +4 +9 403 +9 -1 313 189 199 205
Surgical, medical, hospital supply houseS..ee.ees +12 +9 +12 73] +6 0 34 121]. 121 130
Service establishment equipment, supplies houses.... +11 +4] +8 162 0 +2 119 168 165 170
Other machinery, equipment distributors....eecceeses +20 +5| +18 252] +6 +1 208 162 187 166
Metals, metalwork (except scrap) distributors......... +34 | +3! +26 318 =3 +1 235 130 183 131
Iron, steel and products distributors.. +37 +4] +25 224] -3 +1 170 156 235 157
Nonferrous metals distributors....ccieesessccescencs +28 +2| +28 9] -2 -1 65 67 84 71
Iron-steel scrap, wasie materials dealers...... +58 +2] +59 288 =15 ~3 188 54 107 56
Tron-steel serap dealerS.ceceseseracesssscsesn +70 0| +84 163] « -20 =5 113 60 126 59
Waste materials dealerS.eicssccrasonessnasacsscescnna +43 +5 +34 125] -1 +5 75 45 71 48
Other merchant wholeSalers®..vresscsssssecnsascanseess +10 -2 +9 998 0 +3 584 100 101 93
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers.. ceveanaen +1 +10] +7 144 -3 +3 105 168 181 172
Book, periodical, newspaper wholesalers. PN . +12 +1 +7 121 -2 +4 39 99 111 89
Coal WholeSalerSesescssssrsascscaassvcne +28 -2 +16 22 ¢ +17 119 46 & 58
Farm supplies wholesalers..... . -7 -2 +4 204/ +11 +2 161 112 76 83
Jewelry WhOleSalerS..ceseessvevoasssnn +3 -2 +9 118 -1 +6 55 281 268 231

See page 4 for footnotes.
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Table 2.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORTES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

JUNE 1955
Sales Inv6nt0fy, end_§f_month Stock-sales ratiost
Percent change at cost
Number of (perceat)
Kind of business and geographic division June 1955 6 mo, || establish~| Percent change, | Number of
from— 1955 ments re- ljune 1955 from~- | establish-
from | porting ments re- |June | June | May
June May 6 mo, | June 1955 June May porting 1955 1954 | 1955
1954 1955 1954 1954 1955 June 1955
+11 4k +9 11,375 +3 -1 8,132 116 124 122
0 43 +7 563 -3 +3 332 128 128 131
+8 +6 +7 2,524 ~1 ) 1,505 103 113 105
+14 +5 +11 2,317 +5 +1 1,783 108 118 112
+9 0 +6 1,096 +5 o] 829 128 132 128
+14 +3 +12 1,191 +7 ~ 896 126 133 132
+9 -1 +5 486 +5 -5 376 141 139 147
+9 +3 +5 1,326 +1 EXR 1,067 151 157 158
+14 +11 +13 414 +13 ~2 338 164 153 1864
+16 +6 +12 1,458 +6 0 1,006 | 107} 1151 117
General-line grocery wholesalerS.c.cescesvscses evannns +5 44 4 813 =2 =2 676 105 109 113
Middle AtlanbiGesciivinconcasras . -5 -3 -1 88 ~5 0 80 108 111 112
. +6 +5 +5 120 +7 0 98 103 106 110
. +7 +5 +5 143 -5 -2 132 102 112 109
South Atlantic...... . +11 +6 +4 73 +5 -7 51 118 126 134
East South Central.. . ~10 =5 -1 37 0 =5 34 117 123 120
West South Central.. . +4 +5 +5 123 (o} -2 112 110 115 117
Mountain.. . +7 +5 +10 43 =9 -2 361 280 153 300
PacificCesciesreesncnn eeemaetcacen P +7 +7 +7 175 =15 =2 128 4 90 83
Specialty-line grocery wholeSaleTSaeseessresanssncneses =3 +4 =9 293 =23 +1 187 75 82 76
New Englandeseeseevsasen . ~2 +3 0 21 ~60 +6 10 66 122 &6
Middle Atlantic... -13 o -16 125 -21 +1 78 61 65 59
East North Central.. +11 +7 +2 43 -2 +7 34 76 87 e
VWest North Central.. -20 ~14 ~14 14 35 0 13 132 185 132
South Atlantic...... +34 +27 ] 29 =13 -2 15 60 98 71
South Central.. +7 +9 -10 19 40 +1 11} (x) (x) (x)
PacifiCeseesvnnean O . -6 +1 -3 41 -26 -6 25 59 71 58
Dairy, poultry products AistribubtOorS.sesececcscsccacss +7 +6 +3 668 +8 +2 448 35 35 36
New England : waenn 3 0 +6 18 (x) (x) {x) (x) {x) {x)
Middle Atlantic... caes +2 +8 ~1 129 ~1 +1 .70 29 31 30
East North Central.. .. +3 +6 0 134 +25 +5 86 37 31 37
West North Central.. .o +41 +7 +6 47 +11 +12 32 118 133 103
South Atlantic...... . +15 +6 +13 108 -~10 -2 85 22 28 25
South Central.. . +14 +6 +12 84 ~-10 -2 51 17 42 20
PacifiCecceveriennnnns erreanesnecsnsacns Cheervenases +2 +2 +2 1137 +13 -2 105 33 30 35
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalers....... seressasersas ] +8 +6 322 +5 ~6 222 81 16 21
New Englandeeececes.. ~11 -2 -2 22 +8 -l6 15 [ 3 7
Middle Atlantic... ~5 +7 +6 42 + -7 20 17 16 22
East Norih Central. +1 +15 +6 54 +3 -9 36 11 9 15
West North Central,.. -15 +6 +8 47 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Atlantie.... +4 +8 + 34 +9 - 20 22 23
South Central . +5 -4 + 32 +2 -1 17 28 34, 33
PaCIfiCeurseuiivierisietnsiocsnnassosssosossansonnne +12 +10 +10 64 +10 -7 49 23 24 26
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty 1ines).e...... 6 +1 +9 303 +6 -1 224 160 161 164
Nev England..... seseserren +4 +5 +9 19 +3 - 15 146 147 154
Middle Atlantic.... cheasees 0 -1 +8 74 =1 =1 47 163 163 162
East North Central. . +7 +3 +8 49 o} -3 37 136 1140 142
VWest North Central. . +2 4] +4 24 +9 ] 21 136 125 133
South Atlantic.... . +15 +2 +11 44 +30 -1 34 175 158 180
Eagst South Central. +5 [0} +7 13 +5 +2 12 216 218 211
+11 -1 +8 2 +3 -3 29 202 218 206
. +16 +3 +15 15 +11 -3 11 144 203 153
Pacific.iiiiarunnranas temreeseresenennases sresesenen +7 +2 +12 30 +10 +1 18 149 142 151
Tobaceo distributors +7 +9 +5 274 +5 0 124 57 60
New England........ +2 +12 +9 22| () (x) (x} {x) (x] (x)
Middle Atlantic.... 0 +7 +1 53 +8 +2 23 58 51 61
East North Central. +3 +9 +5 50 +10 ~1 3N 73 68 82
West North Central. +10 +10 +5 25 +8 +5 17 47 49 50
South Atlantie..... +19 | +13 +6 28 +4 -6 21 59 69 73
South Central. +4 0 +6 40 ~4 11 14 47 52
PACEFAC v eeernasiaaeeeernaaraernane, i +41 +22 +12 391 (x) (x) (x) (x) 1 | &
Dry goods, apparel WholeSalerS..c.eceeeeecennnnnocsnss +12 +3 +7 432 +3 ~1 220 196 225 201
New Znglandes.ocecssociiennns . +33 -6 +7 23 +1 +5 12 141 212 129
Middle Atlantic.... .o +10 +3 +7 276 +8 0 122 191 211 202
Zast Nooth Central... . +15 -5 +8 51 -13 -3 35 209 278 190
West North Central... - +25 +16 -1 17 +2 -6 12 226 278 286
South Atlantie... .. +16 -11 +9 20 -2 +2 15 210 249 185
3outh Central.... .. -5 -8 +12 18 o 0 14 | 239 | 232 | 22
ST T U +8 -1 +12 25 +17 -2 8 1% 141 179
Fusniture, home furnishi: WHOlesalerSeseusenioasass N +19 =2 +14 278 +9 +1 162 158 175 159
piiddle Atlantlciieeeinnerciiinennenns . +17 ~6 +10 91 +16 +6 EE] 140 153 130
Bast North Central. . +32 +1 +19 64 +3 -8 42 129 170 148
West Worth Central. ao +27 +12 +14 19 +22 +3 16 178 205 200
South Atlantic.. . +11 +7 12 36 <10 +3 17 ] 322 395 307
South Central... . +10 -15 +18 30 +12 +3 25 227 220 201
T i P A G +13 =2 +26 25 +2 4] 15 164 145 167

See page 4 for footnotes.
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Table 2.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

JUNE 1955

Sales

Percent change,

Inventory, end~of-month

(at cost)

Stock-sales ratios?

. {percent
. Number of
Kind of business and geographic division June 1955 6 mo. | establish-! Percent change, Number of
from-- 1955 ments re- |June 1955 from~—— | establish-] 1.1 June May
from | porting ments re- | 1955) 1954 | 1955
June May 6 mo. | Jume 1955 | June May | porting
1954 1955 1954 1954 1955 June 1955

Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers,......... . +13 +7 +12 559 +9 3] 373 214 206] 223
Middle Atlentic... . +15 +8 +8 91 0 -2 44 203 203{ 213
East North Central.. . +11 +8 +19 98 +1 +5 80 165 164{ 166
West North Central.. P +16 +7 +9 61 +16 -2 120 244 229{ 280
South Atlantic...... are +15 +5 +18 69 +16 -2 46 220 207] 231
East South Central NN +17 +4 +17 72 +17 +2 69 305 285{ 307
West Souwth Central sieresia +1 +5 +2 32 +1 -1 27 169 168§ 175

Mountaine oveessss .. +10 -2 +16 43 (x) (x) [€3) (x) x)} 1 (x)
PacifiCesveenereorencseseasonnninsornsssinenans +18 +71 +14 78 +18 +1 45 225 269 261
Electrical equipment and supplies wholesalers®........ +10 +6 +9 581 +12 -1 536 147 1401 159
New England........ tsersseressravsen 4 +2 o} 37 +% 0 25 143 1141 139
Middle Atlantic..... . +18 +16 +4 73 +16 0 64 127 124 150
East North Central. . +3 +10 +3 159 +8 -1 150 159 13 175
West North Central.. . o] +3 +7 60 +19 0 57 187 159 189
South Atlantic...... . +18 -1 1 +14 81 +10 b 80 147 156 162
East South Central... cesaeiien + -6 +17 32 +35 e} 32 174 135{ 163
Viest South Central.. cavens +9 -6 +19 63 0 -3 60 138 151 134
Mountaine..ceeenn v . +30 +10 +18 22 +9 4 22 131 161} 151
PacifiCecerieniereieenironneridoncnnn ereenaa PR +24 + +22 54 +32 -2 46 136 135] 153
Electrical appliances, electronic parts distributors.. +4 4 +7. 315 +14 -3 243 174 153] 184
New Englandeeeeesncass. tessassserarenesnonan PR .- +12 +22 43 27 +20 +2 20 117 1107 172
Middle Atlantie.... . 0 +11 +3 68 ~7 -7 42 183 1921 226
East North Central. . -1 +8 +5 68 +24 -3 58 176 135§ 158
West Norih Central. . -5 +1 +4 21 +10 -1 15 214 173 204
South Atlantic..... + +1 +9 50 +16 ~1 39 195 72| 200
East South Central. -1 -7 +9 11 +32 <3 11 174 1321 168
West South Centrale.....iiiiieiiesneninncnnenonnes 43 + +7 20 +16 +1 19 193 1457 197
+36 +8 +19 45 +28 -6 34 156 156 178
+7 +3 +7 225 +5 +3 180 261 2651 260
+7 +6 +7 33 w2 -1 21 245 2551 259
East North Central. +3 -1 +2 41 =<1 0 31 225 2291 220
West North Central... -2 +1 0 17 +7 +2 16 277 243 277
South Atlantic....... +9 -1 +10 24 +6 +3 18 300 32| 27
East South Central... +9 +2 +12 23 +3 + 21 244, 243] 232
West South Central... . +7 +3 +6 27 +1 0 25 253 282] 264
Mountain....een. PR T T seisersssaanasen +23 +4 +22 23 +31 -3 19 280 2661 302
T & Crereeranee ae +14 +12 +15 27 +2 +11 24 274 3041 275
Plunibing, heating goods wholesalers. 49 +4% +13 356 +8 0 233 175 17L) 182

New ENE1aNG..ereeecenrnsoensanns 14 +8 +12 16 (x) {x) () x T ®
Middle Atlantic...... +1 +8 +6 105 +1 +1 56 173 18671 207
East North Central... +14 +7 +13 61 +16 +2 45 168 152 168
West North Central... +2 +5 +8 32 +5 +1 29 169 159 176
South Atlantic..... +16 +3 +20 53 412 -3 45 182 196 190
South Central... +10 =5 +14 44 +13 0 37 201 1774 183
PaCifiCeesiisacirsereancsnorncencnnnanssinsnansinnans +10 ~1 +24 34 0 -2 8 121 1061 134
Lumber, construction materials dealers......... PRI . +17 4 +19 530 +7 ~3 346 105 109 113
New Englandaesesenssss emseneaenanenns . +19 +9 +19 16 -9 4 15 137 170} 154
Middle Ajlantic. - +10 +2 +13 97 +6 -2 67 123 17| 131
East North Central. . +23 +10 +23 112 -1 +2 56 69 87 7%
West North Central. veues . +23 +7 +17 56 421 4 31 137 68| 139
South Atlantic..... vesnase +2 +3 +30 53 +29 -6 38 77 85 87
South Central...... . [P +6 -3 +17 78 +5 +4 51 151 141} 135
B T N +9 -1 +23 101 +11 -8 72| 100 89| 112
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies distributors +12 +5 +9 884 4% -1 718 166 1901 179
Middle Atlantice...iveoervannnnas cresemssrennsavane . +1 +1 +9 TN “+13 -1 T3R8 180 166 | I71
East North Central.. PN . +28 +1 +16 99 ~2 =2 85 193 269 199
West North Central.... Creneenesnes . +6 - +2 +8 42 +10 +1 35| 1834 17| 172
South Atlantic...... .. -4 -2 +7 38 ¢} +1 35 178 159 173
South Central. . +18 +6 +8 491 +3 ~1 417 155 182 168
Mountain...... .. +16 +5 +14 66 +4 -2 49 180 155] 246
Pacificeeeesvecennnns terecvsmereseenreen sersrenansan +17 +13 +5 ™ +13 a 55 116 1187 135

> ow

x Insufficient data to show separately. T Revised from preliminary release, issued August 2, 1955.
Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sdles for an identical group of firms reporting inventories
in conjunction with sales. HNo adjustment is made in these calculations for the markup of sales, which varies from frade %o trade.

Not affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups.

Includes general-line electrical goods, wire supplies, construction materials and apparatus wholesalers.

Totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately.

and stock-sales ratios.

of coverage.

Note: TFirms reporting in this survey are part of a probability sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of business. Each
firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight which reflects iis probability of selection (01‘, in other ierms, the number of firms
in the trade which it represents in the sample). Large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight of one (1) . Other firms
are sampled at varying rates, depending upon sizes, with smaller firms having a lower probability of selection and thus a larger weight.
Sales and ‘inventory figures reported for any firm are multiplied by this weight and the results summarized to obtain percentage changes

Data on reported dollar values, previously shown as a measure of coverage, are now omitted since the trend data are based on weig}.lted.
valyes. The number of establishments in the sample, from which reporis were received in time for tebulation, are shown as an indication




MONTHLY U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

- | Sinclcif Weeks, Secretary
w H UI-ESH I-E THH DE BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
Roben W. Burgess, Director

"~ REPORT

FOR RELFASE

JULY 1955 SEPTRMBER 6, 1955
SALES AND INVENTORIES

Data shown in this report are based on reports submitted by areporting panel of over 11,000 establigh-
ments which are representative of all merchant wholesaler firms in the country (see note on page 4). The
reporting panel is part of a probability sample recently developed by the Bureau of the Census to provide
national dollar volume estimates of sales and inventories of merchant wholesalers by kind of business.

Sales

July 1955 sales of merchant wholesdlers were down 7 percent from June but were 8 percent higher than

July a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first 7 months of 1955 were 8 percent higher than sales in the
comparable period of 1954,

Piece goods converters, down 31 percent, noted the sharpest drop below June sales. Other large de-~
clines were shown by industrial chemicals (214), farm supplies (249), and jewelry (28%). Inedible farm
products and books, periodicals, newspapers, each up 14 percent, led the six trades reporting gains., Com-
pared with-July sales a year ago, all but seven trades reported higher sales, with durable goods trades
showing the larger gains. For the seventh consecutive month, iron and steel scrap accounted for the most
substantial gain (58%4) over year-ago sales. Jewelry, off 11 percent, reflected the largest decline.

The West North Central Division--up 3 percent--showed the only inerease in sales over the previous
month. All other divisions indicated declines ranging from 5 to 11 percent. All but one geographic di-

vision--Fast South Central (down 1%)--experienced sales increases over s year ago, the largest gain (12%)
being reported in the East North Central Division.

Inventories

Inventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of July were at about the same level as a month
earlier, but were slightly (1%) above stocks on hand a year ago.. Based on reports of establishments sub-
mitting inventory figures in conjunction with sales data, the July stock-sales ratioc of 119 percent was 7
points above the previous month, but 10 points below the ratio for July 1954.

Most trades showed only small changes in inventories., Inedible farm products, up 19 percent, and coal,
up 18 percent, reflected substantially larger inventories than a month earlier, while beer showed a re-—
duction of 12 percent in the same period. Specialty-line grocers reported the sharpest decrease (289) from

year-ago inventories. However, there were seven trades with inventories 12 to 24 percent larger than
stocks on hand last July.
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Teble 1.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: - UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

JULY "1955
Sales Inventory, end-of-month . [Stock-sdles ratios?
Percent change
et cost
Number of ( ) (percent)
Kind of business July 1955 7 moa establishd Percent change, | Numbér of
£rome— 1955 mentsire- | July 1955 from~-'| establish
' from porting, —d ments re- | JULY | July [ June
July June 7 mo. July 1955 July June porting, 1955 1954 | 1955
1954 1955 1954 - 1954 1955 July 1955
+8 -7 +8 11,110 +1 0 8,083 119} 129| 112
-1 =7 -1 1,308 -10 41 999 88 97 81
+1 -8 + 783 +4 +2 649 11| 107] 102
-2 -81 +1 591 +3 +4 507 1281 126 117
r 45 -5 +4 17 +3 +1 133 90 92 87
~ Retailer-cooperative.....vcevsceaes +6 -9 +10 19 +8 -1 10 88 84 78
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers.. ~ 4 -9 291 -28 0 191 891 126 89
Confectionery wholesalerSeeeeinsssass . +1 11 +3 85 +5 4 44 87 83 87
Meai, meat products WholesSalerSeeearsesrcerrorcasvons +2 ~12 +2 148 -6 -2 114 22 24 20
Edible farm products distributorS..sesec.s.. Cerenanennae +2 -7 + 868 +7 -2 598 30 29 29
Dairy, poultry products distributorS.secieeeecsveeees +4 -5 +3 662 +12 0 450 36 34 34
Fresh fruit, vegetable WholeSalersS..vesssesrssssacnns 0 ~-10 +5 206 -6 -7 148 19 21 19
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers........ crrane 12 -6 +5 486 ~1 =4 445 98] 105 9%
Beer AiSTributorBeiceeransassesssererassassosns +3 +7 4 100 + ~12 98 50 48 61
Wine, distilled spirits wholesalerS.esreeeesecvrasans +1 -15 + 377 -3 -1 347 143] 1681 122
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholes@lerS.......... +7 =12 49 7% -1 -1 557 142 149] 123
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty 1ines)....... + =7 +8 336 0 -1 237 166 1731 155
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholessleTSeusseesss +8 -21 +9 322 =3 =21 256 9% 89 at
Paint, varnish wholesalerSeeeeesseceencasoonesen reenn +11 ~11 +11 136 +1 +1 64 147) 1651 135
Tobacco distributors.cssesvnescess tesarreerataranane ve 0 -5 +4 263 +1 -1 126 51 52 48
Dry goods, apparel wholeSalerS....eec.s +7 -17 +7 379 +6 +3 192 228] 2301 194
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalers... +3 -6 +4 91 [¢] +4 &7 2037 2147185
Dry goods-wholesalers (general end specialty hnes) .. +8 <13 +5 166 +5 43 84 2381 249] 199
Piece g00d8 CONVErterSaiveeeasrrenaancscasssssonevsans +10 ~31 +13 122 +17 42 61 256 217 202
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers.. 411 -11 414 265 +5 0 172 2061 2091 186,
Furniture wholesalerS.eeuseeencesossncsenanes +11 -8 +15 106 +1 4y 64 183 201 181
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalers. rerasen +10 ~-13 +13 159 +7 +1 108 216 211 188
Paper, allied products wholesalers.......... e +2 -12 48 457 +3 -2 297 119] 119! 109
Paper wholesSalerSevecesesssaes PP e +1 12 +8 281 +3 =2 213 112 113 | 104
Staticnery, ‘wallpaper uholesalers ersevestiinsocinae .. +9 -9 +8 176 +4 +1 84 176 179 158
Inedible farm products merchantS..vecesicesvavenescssces +9 +14 0 230 =11 +19 162 103 139 107
Automotive vholesalerS.usiisaseesassenss veirenasriasaes +8 =7 Hé 627 +2 -2 431 1581 1671 149
Motor-vehicle distributorSecicececssesennces +11 ~14 +20 70 +9 -3 53 100 99 o1
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers. +7 -4 +11 537 0 -1 378 196| 204| 190
Electrical, electronic, appliance goods distributors... +17 +8 +9 871 49 =7 768 137] 150] 161
Electirical equipment, supplies wholesalers®scieseeens +14 +4 +10 552 +9 ) 522 1331 140 147
Electrical appliances, TV and radio sets and paris,
and electromic parts, equipment distributors........ +20 +13 +9 319 +8 -9 246 141) 161} 177
Hardware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalerSe..usesces +5 =7 +9 578 +7 ~1 427 2151 2081 204
Hardware wholesalerSe.seesvseevsen seesvneaane 45 -8 +7 214 +4 ~1 179 2501 =252 233
Plumbing, heating goods distribubtors..cecesce.. +5 -6 +12 364 +13 -1 248 174 1§8 169
Lumber, construction materials distributors....i.cvese. +14 -10 +18 560 +16 -2 396 102 97 92
Tumber, millwork wholeSalerBeeseeiseesresnarsossnoses +#17 -9 +21 327 +15 -3 256 111 1081 103
Construction materials distributorssc....... Ceesereae +8 -13 +13 233 +17 -1 140 86 78 T
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributorS.cccesecesss +10 -9 +11 1,803 +1 +1 1,475 171 1851 154
Air conditioning, commercial refrigeration equip- !
ment distributorS.eiviansicnsisnsscsntacinrnsvassane +6 +1 +12 104 -6 -8 e 1041 109 | 113
Commercial machines, equipment, distributors.cseecs.. +11 ~14 +9 150 +8 ~1 101 1541 155 130
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies houses..... +9 -7 +9 737 +3 +1 634 1691 1781 157
Professional equipment, supplies houses®......cccouee + ~6 +9 398 +8 -1 325 223 213 213
Surgical, medical, hospital supply houses...v.eeons +13 -8 +13 55 + (o] 32 83| 178 171
Service establishment equipment, supplies houses..... +12 -16 +9 165 +1 +4 129 160] 177 | 130
Other machinery, equipment distributors....icscvasens +15 -13 +17 249 =3 +2 207 2051 230] 169
Metals, metalwork (except serap) distribuborSessessecses +31 =11 +27 328 | -9 0 232 129 1991 117
Iron, steel and products distributors........... . +39 -9 +27 233 -9 0 165 1471 242 | 136
Nonferrous metals distribuborSe..csesvecsrsassocanss . +16 -11 +26 95 -2 +1 .67 36 89 32
Iron-steel scrap, waste materials dealerS.cccesesceeass +49 -9 +58 280 +19 -1 194 59 79 51
Iron-steel scrap dealerSesserssssnseesss +58 -9 +79 148 +14 4 101 50 77 43
Waste materialy dealerS.cicevcirecsncacsonsn crreesene +39 ~-10 +34 132 +2% +2 o3 69 80 61
Other merchant wholesalers*.....u.vssces PRSP 2 =12 2 1,013 +2 +7 (] &gg ] ﬁ? }igg
Amusement, sporting goods wholeSBlerS.....veseessenes -2 =7 +6 135 +3 +2 éﬁ El fik
Book, pericdical, newspaper wholesaleTrS.eeessssvsvens +5 +14 +7 113 ~6 +2 35 131 123} 165
Coal wholesaleTrS.ceessearroaarcacns +36 4 +19. 230 +3 +18 120 65 86 51
" Farm supplies vholesalers.. . -7 ~2 +3 204 -6 +9 136 128§ 138 92
JeWelry WHOLeSALeTS s inus s roncssonasreanecsscscassns ~11 -28 +7 137 4 +4 78 459 3801 303

See page 4 for footnotes.




Table 2.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

Page 3

JULY 1955
Sales Inventory, end-of-month [Stock-sales ratiosl
Percent change . (at cost) (percent)
Number of 7 s change n "
3 3 5 svist July 1955 7 mo. establish- ercen 5> | Number of
Kind of business and geographic division fgom-— 1955 ments re~ | July 1955 from— | estaplishe suly sty | yume
from porting, ments re- | 1955 1954 | 1955
July June 7 mo. July 1955 July June porting, .
1954 1955 1954 . 1954 1955 July 1955
Merchant wholesalers, total%.. +8 =7 +8 11,110 +1 0 8,083 119 | 129 112
New England.eeevenssesbosnnannnen 6 -8 +7 525 -2 -3 331 1277 141 118
Middle AtlantiC..eeereeccnnaan +6 -11 +7 2,513 4} -1 1,511 i08 § 117 98
East North Central........ +12 -7 +11 2,226 +h [¢] 1,718 102 1 113 95
West North Central.......... e +9 +3 +7 1,052 +3 +3 834 1331 143 136
South Atlantice.iiiesss. +13 =7 +12 1,149 0 -1 868 132] 154 128
East South Central...... -1 =7 +4 614 +5 -3 505 142 | 148 134
West South Central...... +2 -5 +5 1,273 + -1 1,044 147 | 145 144
Mountain.eeeevernssncass +10 -6 +12 379 +1 -2 303 144 1 152 137
Pacific....... seeneensan cenes +10 -8 +12 1,379 -1 +1 969 1171 126 110
General-line grocery wholesalers.,.. +1 -8 +4 783 +h +2 649 1111 307 102
Middle Atlantic...i.o.. veena ven -2 -13 -1 83 +3 -5 75 114 99 105
East North Central. P 0 -10 C 44 100 ~2 +1 81 109 | 120 100
West North Central. -2 -2 +4 135 =3 0 130 94 94 93
South Atlantic..... +1 -6 +3 60 +12 +5 45 139.] 145 119
East South Central..... -8 . -8 -2 55 +5 +12 45 119§ 114 92
West South Central.. -1 ~5 +4 122 +3 +1 1131 117 | 105 109
Mountain........ ereen +26 +1 +12 40 43 -3 33 83§ 101 89
Pacific..ceua.s tererrremreeasersaaans +10 -5 +8 17 +13 +7 124 87 85 83
Speclalty-line grocery WholeSalerSr essereseennranens -4 4 -9 291 -28 o] 191 891 126 39
New Englan@e.e.eceeseerocncnecens . -9 ~3 21 15 (x) (x) (x) =y |G (x)
Middle Atlantic...euvececsns . -11 ~4 ~15 117 -23 -9 79 61 7L 63
East North Central....... . 11 -1 0 46 21 +7 24 921 115 84
West North Central. .. +27 -1 <10 11 ~59 -2 7 107 | 422 101
South Atlantic..... . +36 +11 +14 30 =57 -1 21 107 214 129
South Central..., . 0 -2 -2 33 0 +1 29 133] 132 32
PacifiCeiiescsannen. . ~l4 ~17 =5 37 -38 +12 26 110 ] 199 103
Dairy, poultry products QiStributorS...eeeeeeessecs’se. +4 -5 +3 662 +12 0 450 36 34 34
¢« New Englend..vesesseessnneeas -4 -5 + 19 -29 ~=28 12 22 2% 26
Middle Atlantiec..... +3 =11 0 115 +13 + 55 36 33 31
East North Central.. +5 -3 o] 145 +30 -3 97 36 29 35
West North Central. 4 -4 +5 46 -6 -4 41 69 69 68
South Atlantic.. +7 ¢} +12 117 -8 -6 97 27 31 28
South Central. + 11 +11 73 +14 +8 42 27 21 20
PacifiCe.ovue.n [ +7 +3 +3 132 +5 +4 98 35 37 36
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholeSBlerSauseeeeesencnssnanns Q -10 +5 206 -6 =7 148 19 21 19
New England........ caens +8 +8 0 22 ~11 -9 21 30 37 36
Middle &tlantic.... ceesna +10 -9 +7 33 ~31 -1 19 11 14 10
East North Central. e -5 -14 +4 34 +20 ~11 28 22 17 22
West North Central. .. ~19 4 +3 13 =17 +1 10 17 18 14
ceve +9 -10 +7 30 0 -5 14 10 17 11
.e -7 -1 +2 35 24 =14 26 26 40 26
Pacificiiieesa.s sraseaean eeann tareesacenen 0 -11 +9 22 +31 +7 17 13 12 13
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty lines)........ 6 -7 +8 336 o] =1 237 166 | 173 155
New EnglanGe.ssssveceensennnes . +3 ~8 +8 16 0 ~1 13 2150 | 154 141
Middle AtlantiCe.ieeronne... . +6 -7 +8 68 o} +1 40 1514 152 141
East North Central........... . +5 -8 +7 63 -5 -2 43 139 147 127
West North Central...... . +1 ~11 +3 20 0 +1 18 179 174 164
South AtlantiC..eeviensineencennnnrnennns . +10 -2 +11 41 (o] 0 33 172 | 188 167
East South Central...... ] -3 +6 T 19 0 -3 15 209 | 200 209
West South Central.... . +6 ~5 +8 58 0 +3 41 204 | 239 186
Mountain..eeeevanreennss . +2 ~13 +14 19 -2 ~-11 14 196 | 199 191
PacifiCiieisiiinennnnnana. . +8 -8 +12 33 + -3 21 160 | 166 147
TODACCO Q1S ribULOrS e s s trrssennnrensnsrrnnsreronsss 0 =5 +4 263 +1 =1 126 51 52 48
New England.. 42 +2 +8 24 (x) (x) (x) x) | (x) {x)
Middle Atlantic.... . 0 -2 +1 46 +2 -2 25 46 42 46
East North Central...... . +10 ~5 +6 45 +6 -2 31 36 44 36
West North Central..... . +2 -3 +4 28 ] -7 20 62 65 65 .
South Atlantic.... . “11 -10 +3 32 +12 +6 26 71| 63 60
South .Central. R . -8 ~10 +5 40 -12 0 15 59 54 51
Pacific.,.... et ieeaeea, [ e 0 -5 +10 39 (x) (€3 2 S 9] =) 1 |
Dry goods, .apparel wholesalers.. Creseraaaaes +7 -17 +7 379 +6 +3 192 2281 230 194
New England..... -9 -19 +6 14 -3 -6 9 159 | 183 132
Middle Atlantic.... . +7 ~21 +7 261 +11 +5 117 239 238 188
East Norih Central. +20 +5 +10 25 A 0 15| 153 | 116 | 182
West North Central. ~16 +4 -3 20 ~11 -2 15 291 | 289 297
South Atlantie.... *24 0 +12 24 +8 +6 171 188 218 | 206
South Central. . 0 +17 +11 22 +3 +3 15| 212 194 | 235
Pacifice.vieisiieiiivaeininnnnnn.. R R vea +12 ~21 +12 14 +3 -2 6 247 | 187 199
Furniture, home furnishings wholesaleTs............... +11 <11 +14 265 +5 [s] 172 206 | 209 186
Middle Atlantic..iiiusenineennncnnnss +9 -5 +10 79 +1 +2 42 198 | 207 157
East North Central. +10 -16 +17 60 +8 +2 51 178 | 180 | 150
West North Gintral. -9 -23 +12 19 +6 +2 15| 303 306 | 223
South Atlantic..... . +8 -14 +11 27 -10 -6 91 3071 367 | 261
South Central...... . +11 -4 +17 30 +21 +3 271 194 138 | 188
LT B T T DT D N R +30 -16 +26 33 -2 -7 13 185 167 159

See page 4 for footnotes.
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Table 2,~-TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORTES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEQGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS—Continued

JULY 1955

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month

Stock~sales ratiost

Percent change (at cost) {percent.)
Number of
- . . e s July 1955 7 mo. establish- | Percent change, |Number of
Kind of business and geographic division from— 1955 | monts re~ | July 1955 frov|establish- |
. luly | July | June
July | June | from [ porting ments e~ | 1955 | 1054 | 1955
1954 1955 7 mwo. | July 1955 July June |porting
1954 1954 1955 |July 1955
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers.. srevscans +7 4 +11 557 0 -1 378 196 204 190
New England.. Peeresitessesecsennissarasranrnennen +2 -8 +12 13 +6 -2 9 245 225 2277
Middle Atlantic.eea.,.,. +7 -4 +8 86 -16 +1 50 152 164 150
East North Central...... +7 -6 +17 102 -5 -1 73 166 187 154
West North Central. +3 -4 +8 52 0 +1] 9 265 258 240
South At1anticCeessseeneess +25 -6 +19 53 +7 =2 39 209 229 204
East South Central...... +2 +1 +14 76 +12 ~5 75 216 229 230
Yest South Centralee.... -3 -2 +1 41 ~5 ~3 29 232 218 245
Mountain..iee ... s +15 -6 +16 46 +2 -2 40 184 189 ‘173
LT 3 L A S +7 -1 +13 a8 +5 +1 54 198 202 189
Electrical equipment and. supplies wholesalers?....... . +14 +4 +10 552 +9 -6 522 133 140 147
Now EnglanGeesececesssessasssosnsensseresssnassonnas +18 +10 +1 32 -18 ~15] 32 110 162 143
Middle Atlantic...eeee,. +26 +6 +6 68 -7 -3 62 144 191 155
+15 +1 +5 155 +10 -7 146 121 125 131
+1 +8 +5 62 +9 +1 59 149 142 179
+12 +5 +14 80 +8 =6 76 135 141 151
+5 +7 +14 32 +23 -3 28 122 128 137
+5 +1 +17 55 +22 -9 53 159 133 178
+9 b +17 21 +15 -4 21 149 141 149
“eraveiscavivencaresaasens +28 +1 +22 48 +34 =2 46 120 118 126
Electrical appliances, electronic parts distributors.. +20 +13 +39 319 +8 =9 246 143 161 177
New England.... tessesrarerserebretracrarrevonnee +29 +29 +8 14 -2 ~3 11 102 153 139
Middle Atlanticeseeees. +35 +12 +8 85 +2 ~11 59 138 193 183
East North Central..... +21 +8 +7 69 +8 ~9 62 140 155 170
West North Central... -6 +23 +2 35 +10 -15 25 143 130 204
South Atlantic...... +16 +12 +10 44 ,+8 0 35 166 192 200
East Sowth Central,. +49 +29 +17 12 +18 o) 9 104 126 {- 133
West South Central..... +7 +2 +7 17 +23 -13 T 15 195 162 230
PacifiCieeeeesrrensoeena +6 +4 +16 39 +13 13 27 118 115 139
Hardware wholesalerSeeeaesss +5 -8 +7 214 +% ~1 179 250 252 233
Middle Atlantic...... +6 -17 +7 34 ~3 ~1] 19 209 244, 177
Last North Central.ses.a.. +8 -3 +3 36 +9 0 35 265 257 248
West North Centralice.ss.. -7 ~6 ~1 23 +5 ~2 22 280 250 269
South Atlantic,...... 0 ~13 +8 25 8] -3 20 232 220 207
East South Central.. +3 -3 +11 26 4 0 24 269 268 265
+9 +4 +7 20 +4 -2 16 190 212 208
crecoseransen oon +16 -6 +21 10 +6 =1 10 289 315 274
Pat:'ific“................,.......................... +15 -8 +13 33 + §) 27 274 306 248
Plumbing, heating goods WHOLleSaleTS.eersnssssonsarsoes +5 =6 +12 364 +13 -1 248 174 158 169
HoW ENglanteeeesossacocsssssncersononss +11 -2 +12 21 0O -] 15 223 218 225
Middle Atlantic.essseesens +5 -9 +6 105 +10 -3 48 175 158 169
East North Centrale..... ~5 -6 +9 49 +18 0 45 150 119 140
West North Central,.. -3 +6 +5 34 +14 =7 33 189 151 217
South Atlantice.eesseceaes +25 -9 +21 60 +19 +4! 51 172 172 147
+1 =1 +11 45 +27 -2 36 192 171 193
PaCifiCieanrscousseasnesnsvasnonrcesncnosrns +13 -7 +22 40 0 +1 15 166 198 166
Lumber, construction materials dealers.,.. +14 -10 +18 560 +16 -2 396 102 97 22
New England.ssssecesesssnssoacasanceses 44 -8 +16 24 +11 +3 19 87 63 72
Middle AtlantiCeseseeeevas +3 ~14 +11 115 +5 -5 81 106 105 91
East North Central... +9 -3 +20 133 +1i -2 78 87 81 86
West North Central.. +34 ~12 +19 35 +10 -6 22 120 106 125
South Atlantic. +31 -7 +30 4 +39 +2i 33 103 85 96
South Centralivesea.. +12 ~20 +17 84 411 +1 €8 103 113 82
PaCifiCesasnensnsennrarerenssencennrsannes +22 -9 +23 103 +6 4 75 87 90 76
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies distributors +9 ~7 +9 737 +3 +1 634 169 1781 157
Middle AtlantiCaeessssesessssrsscananca +7 +11 +9 7 +2 +8 5L 1821 1837 176
-2 -15 +17 88 +2 +3 78 160 188 132
+15 +4 +9 38 +15 0 36 170 172 182
+10 =34 +8 39 +15 LR 34 168 172 119
+4 +3 +7 376 +2 -3 336 144 146 157
=5 -7 +11 47 -3 -1 41 240 304 208
+12 -15 +6 64 -1 4, 55 205 212 177

){ Insufficient data to show separately.

Stock-~sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost,

by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories
in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculations for the markup of sales, which varies from trade to trade.

2 Not affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups.

3 Includes general-line electrical goods, wire supplies, construction materials and apparatus wholesalers.

4 Totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately. .

in the trade which it represents in the sampls).

and stock-sales ratios.

of coverage.

large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight of .one (1).

Pata on reported dollar values, proviously shown as a measure of coverage, are now omitted 3 eigh )
values, The number of establishments in the sample, from which reports were received in time for tabulation, are shown as an indication

since the trend data are based on weighted

Note: Firms reporting in this survey are part of a probability sample representing merchant wholesalers im all kinds_ of business, 'Each
firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight which rveflects its probability of selection (or, in vther terms, the number of firms
Other firms
are sampled at varying rates, depending upon sizes, with smaller firms having a lower probability of selection .and thus a larger weight.

Sales and inventory figures reported for any firm are multiplied by this weight and the results summarized to obtain percentage changes
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Data shown in this report are based on reports submitted by a reporting panel of over 11,000 establish-
ments which are representative of all merchant wholesaler firms in the country {see note on page 4). The
reporting panel 1s part of a probability sample recently developed by the Bureau of +the Census to provide
national dollar volume estimates of sales and inventories of merchant wholesalers by kind of business.

Sales

Auvgust 1955 sales of merchant wholesalers rose 1l percent over July and were 17 percent higher than

August a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first eight months in 1955 were 10 percent higher than in the
comparable period of 1954.

Almost all trades reported increased sales over July as well as a year ago. Jewelry, with sales up
47 percent, reported the principal increase over the previous month. Dry goods and apparel, furniture and
home furnishings, and iron and steel scrap also experienced substantial inereases. Compared with sales a
year ago, iron and steel scrap again scored the largest gain (106%). Declines were reported in only three
trades, Fresh fruit and vegetables and farm supplies were below both previous-month and year-ago sales

levels. Alr conditioning and commercial refrigeration, while well ahead of sales a year ago, was down 2.
percent below July 1955 sales,

All geographic divisions experienced gains over the previous month and showed more substantial in-
creases over sales a year ago. The Middle Atlantic and South Atlantic Divisions shared the prinecipal in-
crease (13%) over the previous month, while the East North Central Division--up 22 percent--~showed the
largest increase over year-ago sales. The Mountain Division reported the smallest sales gaine—-4 percent
over the previous month and 9 percent over a year ago.

Inventories

TInventories (valued at cost) of wholesalers at the end of August were at sbout the same level as a
month earlier, but were wup 5 percent-over stocks on hand a year ago. Based on reports of establishments
submitting inventories in conjunction with sales data, the August stock-sales ratio of 114 percent was 12
points below the ratios for July 1955 and August 1954. -

Most trades showed only small changes from previous-month inventories. Coal, up 13 percent, indicated
the largest increase, while farm supplles, down 11 percent, reflected the sharpest decline. Compared with
inventories a year ago, most trades noted moderate increases although six trades showed increases of 15 per-
cent or more. Specialty-line groceries, off 18 percent, and farm supplies, down 19 percent, noted +the
largest decreases from year-ago inventories,

.

SALES TRENDS OF MERCHANT -WHOLESALERS
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DATA IN THIS REPORT ARE HOT ADJUSTED FOR NUMBER OF DAYS IN THE MONTH HOR FOR SEASOMAL OR PRICE FLUCTUATIONS.
' For sdle by the Bureau of the Census: single copy—I10¢, annual suhscrlption-—$l.0Q
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Table 1.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

AUGUST 1955

Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-gsales ratios
Percent .change (at’ cost) (percent)
Number of
Kind of business August 1955 8 mo. | establishd Percent change, | Number of
from-- 1955 ments re-|August 1955 from- | establish-
from porting ments re— | AugustiAugustiJuly
August July 8 mo. | August July 1955 | 1954 (1955
ugust 1955 porting
1954 1955 | 1954 1954 1955 laugust 1955
Merchant wholeBalerS.esicrssncessescnsnassrosnns +17 +11 +10 11,492 +5 0 8,131 114 126 126
Grocery, confectionery, meat wholesalerS..essiocecesns +7 +8 0 1,290 -6 -1 994 78 92 85
General-line grocery wholesalers...... +7 +7 + 768 +1 +1 634 99 107 104
43 +8 +2 584 o] +1 487 119 123 126
+6 +5 +4 164 -1 0 132 86. 89 92
Retailer-cooperativescovsicersssieosnsrriancsocenn +20 +6 +12 20 +4 +2 15 78 96 80
Specialty-line grocery WholeSBlers® ..eesessensonsse +7 +9 -7 286 ~18 -3 203 86 110 97
Confectionery wholeSalerS.sssscessnoasnsvsnsovnrnssonae +6 45 +3 84 +2 -3 41 73 79 79
Meat, meat products wholesalers.. +8 +8 +3 152 +1 e 116 23 25 27
Edible farm products GI1stributorS...ccceeeecessroncsasn +5 43 +4 983 +13 =1 668 33 29 1. 35
Dairy, pouliry products distributors.. N +10 +6 +4 659 +21 -1 438 45 35 49
Fresh frult, vegetable wholesalersS.....icovsccesnase -2 -2 + 324 =12 -2 230 i5 18 15
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers...sssseesne. +7 +2 +5 527 +11 9 452 100 94 101
_Beer AlstribulorS.icsicsiereiiicsanrconainnsensionians +7 0 +4 131 +8 -8 106 50 51 55
Wine, distilled spirits wholesalerSe.esesssssnesanes +7 +3 +6 39 +13 +3 346 146 144 146
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalerS...sseses +17 +10 +10 674 +1 +2 427 132 153 145
Diug wholesalers (general and specialty 1lines)...... +19 +13 +14 312 -1 +2 218 146 175 164
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesalerB....»... +19 +8 +10 205 +11 43 137 80 81 85
Paint, varnish wholes@lerS..cseecserascncsasosnscsss +2 +1 +9 157 +9 o 72 176 157 185
Tobacco distributorSeecescierosrescsnscssasscnssesanee +7 +5 +5 266 +1 +2 143 53 64 56
Dry goods, apparel wholeSalerS...sissessecassssasances 9 +30 +7 415 +7 ~3 202 174 180 232
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalers......... o] +32 +4 95 +6 =3 45 159 141 228
Dry goods wholesalers (general and specialty lines). +14 +29 +6 199 + 4 96 185 220 239
Piece g00ds CONVETrLErSaccnsastrscrsoncssassscesonsras +10 +31 +12 121 +15 -8 61 167 156 221
+18 +30 +14 322 +11 0 177 144 156 188
+19 +32 +16 124 -2 +1 62 141 185 187
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalers. censen +18 +29 +14 1 198 +16 0 115 145 146 188
Paper, allied products wholeSAleIrS.s.veecesssccessacsss +17 +20 9 468 +5 0 34 96 108 117
. +17 +19 +9 293 +6 o 229 g1 103 110
Statjonery, wallpaper wholesalerS..c.cessencescsssasns +15 +29 9 175 0 -1 85 143 168 208
Inedible farm products merchantiS....eeececsrancnorenes +19 +7 +3 282 -3 12 R 204 112 116 102
Automotive wholesalerS...... T RN +19 +9 +15 658 +15 =1 457 178 178 195
Motor-vehicle distributorSesecssceressacecocans . +13 +7 C 419 72 +19 -6 53 102 95 113
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers......... +22 +9 +13 586 +14 0 404 213 224 236
Electrical, electronic, appliance goods distributors.. +25 46 +12 888 +9 =1 792 132 146 140
Electric equipment, supplies wholesalers®.......oue. +24 +2 +12 567 +10 -1 529 129 139 | 131
Electrical appliances, TV and radio seis and parts, :
and electronic parts, equipment distributors....... +25 411 +11 321 +8 -1 263 135 154 150
Hardware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalerseesssvess +19 +13 +10 599 +6 ~1 451 199 217 232
Hardware wholeSalerSeeseiesrosnnsvvansssoinye +18 +14 48 o222 E -1 181 223 245 257
Plumbing, heating goods distributorSsceescssocencens +19 +12 +13 377 +9 0 270 170 182 200
Lumber, construction materials distributorsee.sece.... +24 +10 +19 551 +17 +2 371 84 90 92
Lumber, millwork wholeS8lerS..sesressrasssaasses +31 +11. +22 324 +21 +3 242 90 99 102
Construction materials distributors....cevevecevanss +11 +8 +13 227 +6 -1 129 72 Th T
Mae—hinery , equipment, supplies distributors..isececess +24 +14 +13 1,979 +4 0 1,510 173 204 192
Air conditioning, commercisl refrigeration eguip~
ment distributorssiscesssccssercnivnenncinvae cane +10 ~2 +12 121 + -3 7% 133 145 143
Commercial machines, equipment distributors......... +12 +15 +10 126 +5 +4 85 155 171 169
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies houses. +26 +13 +11 885 - A5 +1 721 175 199 186
Professional equipment, supplies houses®...... . +11 +21 +9 418 +1 0 290 177 192 221
Surgical, medical, hospital supply houseS......... +10 +10 +12 69 +2 +1 36 148 164 160
Service establishment equipment, supplies houseS.... +22 +24 +11 162 =3 0 123 146 183 185
Other machinery, equipment distributors...i.svecss.. +35 +14 +19 267 +4 0 215 190 253 212
Metals, metelwork (except scrap) distributors.e.sss... +46 +13 +29 314 +3 +1 214 130 i98 140
*‘1Iron, steel and preducts distributors..... [N 48 +13 +29 219 + +1 152 167 252 185
Nonferrous metals disiributorsecescstersacscesascsnes +41 +12 +28 95 4 +1 62 58 87 57
Iron-steel scrap, waste materials dealers....cveveecss +77 +28 +60 294 +8 -7 195 50 78 69
Iron-steel serap dealers.. +106 +31 +83 162 +2 =7 110 37 72 51
Vaste materials dealeTS.ciscecrrsvsvecnncecnsnsissne +45 +23 +36 132 +13 -7 85 70 85 97
Other merchant wholesalers’....iceessereenecvasensnnas +17 413 +10 982 4 Q 560 106 123 115
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers........... +8 +4 +6 133 +10 +4 87 178 164 155
Book, periodical, newspaper wholesalers. +12 +9 +7 109 -6 +3 39 120 149 127
Coal WholesalerS..seseseessranasansssses 32 +18 +21 229 +12 +13 121 7L 86 T4
Farm supplies wholesalers <11 -9 +2 215 ~19 -11 147 112 133 117
Jewelry wholesalers...... +14 +47 +8 119 -6 +2 65 240 306 356

See page 4 for footnotes.
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Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

AUGUST 1955

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratiosl
Percent change Namber of (at cost) (percent)
Kind of business and geographic division Avgust 1955 8 mo. (establish- | Percent change y | Number of
from-= -+ * 1955 ments Hugust 1955 from~-| establishe .
from {reporting ments August August | July
August July 8 mo. jAugust 1955 August July reporting | 1955 | 1954 | 1955
1954 1955 1954 1954 1955 August 1955

Merchant wholesalers, total®....... tesereesnanae +17 +11 +10 11,492 +5 i8] 8,131 114 1261 126
New England.ciseanssvsscoscnonesnsns +16 +12 +8 579 [4 -1 367 105 126{ 118
Middle AtlantiCiciseecacrenannnays +16 +13 +8 2,566 +5 0 1,536 106 12 117
East North Centraliesecissecceensnss +22 +11 +13 2,237 +6 0 1,612 99 lle| 109
West North Central.... +18 *+12 +8 1,154 +2 +2 854 119 138; 129
South Atlantic..... +15 +13 +12 1,185 +6 +1 855 127 1361 139
East South Central. +13 +11 +5 498 |- +5 -1 395 129 1401 148
West South Central.. +11 +7 +5 1,383 +4 +1 1,138 150 1591 160
MOUNTAIN. tevassactensesiavitennsonassnionion .ee +9 + +12 382 -2 -2 309 126 136 133
PACIfiC uatsaensensnncnsosaoresseaennnsennes veeaace +19 +7 +13 1,508 +8 0 1,065 115 127 127
General-line grocery wholeSalerS..esessoesvas +7 +7 +4 768 +1 +1 634 99|. 1071 104
Middle AtlantiCessecesecsosiencnnasonnonss +15 +I1 0 86 +1 0 77 107 111} 116
East North Centraleseceeicsccroreeseanosns +7 +6 +5 113 +7 +6 85 81 84 82
West North Central.. +12 -1 +5 138 +4 +2 129 98 112 93
South AtlantiCe.acscescceercoans -2 +8 +3 58 -1 +2 44 126 1351 135
East South Centraleieesescessen. +1 +14 -1 47 -6 ~1 42 88 951 102
West South Centralicecersesevans +2 +11 4 114 +3 -2 102 126 132] 143
Mountaileesescnsnnensscssnness +28 +1 +15 35 -8 +1 28 67 181 66
[Tk T T, +10 +7 +8 170 -8 0 123 86 a7 91
Specialfy-line grocery wholesalerSe.e.... +7 +9 -7 286 -18 -3 203 86 110 97

New Englandessssessecsssessesnonenaen 14 +17 . =3 16 (x) (x) () ) I T (x)
Middle Atlanticac.e... -1 +10 =14 115 -10- -6 81 67 69 79
East North Central.... +23 +6 +2 35 +1 +11 25 T4 86 67
West North Cenz.ral R +6 +4 -8 11 -37 +9 8 118 192 109
South Atlantic®.. +3 +9 +8 23 ~21 -3 14 175 243 195
South Central.. vamsa creecssrecoe +13 +7 -6 39 ~30 -13 35 147 2581 183
PACIfCaancenrernssanarsresenseinncasennns +34 +12 <1 44 -7 +6 31 58 77 59
Dairy, poultry products diStribubtorS.se.secesscensnens +10 +6 +4 659 +21 -1 438 45 35 49
New Englandessceescscsscsiosennanne +28 +8 +8 23 -2 +6 17 43 58 44,
Middle Atlantic..... +7 +10 +1 109 +6 4 51 21 22 26
East North Central,. +8 +7 +1 133 +50 4 83 40 29 43
West North Central.... +22 +15 +25 52 . 432 +2 41 130 120 146
South Atlantic.eeeeeieserciociossnnnnsones +6 +6 +11 117 -12 -3 94 27 33 29
South Centralesceersscveraanseees +11 | . 0 +11 81 + -8 47 80 21 87
PaCIfiCssasesanineinesasssiensoncrncnncnes +9 +1 +4 129 +31 +13 9 45 37 40
Fresh fruit, vegetable WholesSalerS.seeveesasoenossanas -2 -2 : +4 324 -12 -2 230 15 18 15

New Englande.eeecessscsaannassoncosnonnnres +2 9 +1 15 (x) [£3] (x) T () (x) | (0
Middle Atlantie,... +20 o +8 42 +39 +11 21 11 10 8
East North Central. -12 T .15 +2 36 ~3 -6 24 8 14 8
West North Central. =20 -2 -2 52 -21 -2 41 35 20 35
South Atlantie... +8 +9 +7 30 +10 -1 17 17 16 20
South Central. Carserenscrensecnsnns . +2 +8 +2 44 -28 o 33 23 33 27
Pacific............................................. =12 -2 +6 77 -9 4 60 14 15 15
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty 1ines)s....... +19 +13 +14 312 -1 +2 218 16 1751 164
New England...... . +19 +12 +9 20 +9 +3 13 44 163 157
Middle Atlantic.seesee.s . +16 +7 +9 66 -1 +1 40 156 169 171
East North Central. +22 +19 +9 58 -5 -1 34 107 138 129
West North Central. +18 +16 +6 24 -3 +3 22 142 174 160
South AtlantiCesseeeesns . +16 +12 +12 48 -3 +1 35 170 2041 189
East South Central........ +14 +16 +7 16 +4 +7 12 173 183 188
West South Centraleveessecs.. +18 +14 +9 41 +3 +4 33 194 228 | 227
Mountain.. eiesreterencianunnnan . +13 +20 +14 13 -5 © 45 10 182 216 | 210
e O, +21 +6 +13 26 +1 +1 19 135 164 | 138
TObACED QST DULOTSassesranseranennrneenscnancnesonse +7 +5 +5 266 +] +2 143 53 & 56
New Englandeevessocennes seraeses +9 +2 +8 32 +3 0 110 68 93 69
Middle Atlanticeseeeon.. +7 +4 +2 49 +16 +3 23 46 47 47
East North Central...... +7 +9 +6 45 -6 +5 27 47 49 53

West North Central........ +4 +1 +4 20 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x)
South Atlantic..... +8 +4 +3 27 +10 +3° 20 50 51 51
South Central.... +8 +6 +5 4L o] +3 19 T4 79 77
PacifiCiiscernasnaresnnonnnnn +8 +6 +10 39 ~15 ~1 29 36 83 38
Dry goods, apparel WholeSalerS....s..eeeoss treceannsan +9 +30 +7 415 +7 -5 202 174 180 { 232
New Englande.eeeessceannccesnns +26 +54 +8 20 ~18 -6 10 109 177 | 173
Middle Atlentic.i.ce.,.. erreseene +6 +25 +7 266 +13 ~4 116 181 1751 229
East North Central...... dvnernsessene +14 +38 +11 36 +5 +3 20 166 187 { 212
West North Central.... ceassssassaas -+8 +67 -1 18 -1 -8 13 168 175 ; 298
South Atlantic..... csennaens rrreassrescannnn +32 +53 +13 14 +10 -8 3 152 180 | 266
South Central... L +13 +55 +11 28 -5 -2 14 144 174 218
PaCifiC............................................. +14 +15 +13 32 +9 -9 20 190 208 | 244
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers,..... +18 +30 +14 322 +11 o] 177 144 156 | 188
Middle Atlantic......... +10 +30 +10 101 +6 41 33 129 117 | 169
East North Central. +15 +30 +17 69 +10 -3 40 123 139 | 165
West North Central... ~7 +18 +10 18 +2 +1 16 218 197 | 257
South Atlantici..e.... +36 +47 +14 38 +14 +9 17 178 31 | 252
South Central... aee +22 +19 +18 41 +11 +1 35 185 247 | 220
PacifiCeersinactnnnnanes 4 +33 . 430 34 +16 -2 20 120 153 | 169

See page 4 for footnotes.
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Table 2,--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Contimued

AUGUST 1955

Sales Inventory, end-of-month |Stock-sales ratios*
Percent change Naber of ‘ (at cost) (percent)
Kind of business snd geographic division August 1955 8 mo. | establish-| Percent change, | Number of
from-— 1955 ments re~ |August 1955 from-d establish- '
from | porting . ments re- |AugustjAugust] July
August | July | 8 mo. |August 1955 August | July | porting 1955 | 1954 | 1955
1954 1955 1954 1954 -1955 | f.&ugust 1955
Antomotive equipment, tire~tube wholesalersac.eeeeesss +22 +9 I~ 413 586 +14 0 404 213 224 236
Middle Atlentice..ceessnnsasoccsassanees 16 % £ B% ) % 55| 28| 246| 269
East North Central... +25 +15 +18 101 +16 -1 72 160 179 191
West North Central.. +13 +8 +8 65 (x) (x) (x) ) (x) (z)
South Atlanticeissss +18 +6 +18 59 +17 +1 48 235 244 246
East South Central..... +21 +3 +15 76 +7 -2 70 182 208 198
+21 +10- +3 581. +8 +1 54 268 302 292
+18 +8 +16 32| @ (x) (x) @ @ @
PacifiCsenecrnsccrssnssoares +32 +20 +17 96 +5 0 55 187 231 22
Electrical equipment and supplies wholegalers®....s.s. +24 +2 +i2 567 +10 -1 529 129 139 131
New +17 +7 +3 33 +11 +17 31 129 144 7z
Middle Atlanticescvesennnscscesen +19 -5 +8 T4 - 4 ~1 67 136 142 122
East North Central... +41 +10 +10 155 +6 -3 141 115 142 127
West North Central.. +22 +7 +7 56 +10 -3 53 113 128 132
+20 +1 +15 87 +18 6 83 141 144 135
East South Central...... +10 +1 +13, 33 +22 -1 27 146 122 148
West South Centrolacessoss +20 | -l4 +17 58 ] ~18 58 131 158 138"
MounbadNe. cevessncsssoonns +10 +11 +16 21 +13 +1 21 136 133 149
PACAELC e snnseseessornrasesosnvnrsanassonasnasansoss +18 +5 +22 50 +17 +2 48| 135[ 126| 138
Electrical appliances, electronic parts distributors.. 425 +11 +11 321 +8 ~1 263 135 154 150
New ENELanaseesescessensorancsosassasnsassrsassosse 12 1% 8 15 =17 =3 3| 11| 170 128
Middle AtlantiCuessegececnceses +19 -3 +10 65 -6 -4 46 132 158 128
East North Central..i: +36 28 +12 69 +23 +7 61 138 151 164
West North Central. +13 +26 + 32 +15 -3 20 125 127 160
South Atlanbic..... +38 +7 +14 45 +22 -4 36 121 134 132
Eagt South Central. +17 +17 +17 15 +13 4 15 172 169 210
West South Central. +21 +5 +9 26 +9 =3 25 152 156 165
PACIfiCacarsnsesanerastosscsanisscassossanorsassnsse +32 +11 +19 49 ~10 -3 42 120 180 133
Hardware WholeSaleTSeasecssesrsnecsssassarenssasnnacen +18 +14 +8 222 +4 =1 181 223 245 257
Middle Atlantic.... +3 +12 +6 26 +8 0 16 216 218 254
Fast North Central. +23 +15 +6 36 +7 -2 33 207 230 245
West North Central.... +24 +27 +3 25 0 -2 24 236 260 288
South Atlantices... +18 +15 +10 29 -1 +3 1% 234 283 269
East South Central. +22 +17 +12 23 +5 b 22 221 257 274
West South Centralecescsesociasssscanss +21 +8 26 +8 +1 23 202 215 210
+17 +3 +20 11 +3 4 11 239 252 254
PacifiCaussccrsccnrrannrsones +14 +11 +13 39 +4 2 29 235 241 | 233
Plumbing, heating goods wholesalerSeseessscscssonsares +19 +12 +13 377 42 0 270 170 182 200
New Englandecesevoesnss srenbnsserranaces +19 +30 +13 18 =3 -3 13 217 254 309
Middle Atlantic..... cseneves +19 +13 +8 126 +8 -1 7% 162 190 208
East North Central.. +24 +28 +11 5L +17 +2 40 132 123 164
West North Central.. +15 +10 +7 34 +3 +1 33 158 167 172
South Atlanticecesonss +19 +12 +21 59 +10 ~1 48 177 193 193
South Central.. +14 -2 +11 44 +25 +1 43 204 185 193
PacifiCeescssvensnrenssnsvessns +27 4 +22 34 +1 -1 10 174 190 194
Lumber, construction materials dealers...... +24 +10 +19 551 +17 +2 371 84 90 ‘92
New Englendieec.oe +12 -2 +15 30 +25 -4 25 127 123 129
Middle Atlantic..... +22 +10 +13 107 +3 +2 77 81 95 89
East North Central... +22 +11 +20 117 +14 ~1 70 T4 79 82
West North Centrale...one... +33 +15 +21 . 43 +18 =7 25 60 54 70
South AtlanticCecececsecsssesas +18 +1 +29 57. +17 +1 35 76 69 69
South Central +L -1 +14 78 +25 +7 58 134 123 120
Pacificecscas R +43 +17 +26 103 +21 +9 &7 63 76 87
Industrial mechinery, equipment, supplies distributors +26 +13 +11 885 |- +5 +1 721 175 199 186.
New Englendaeccess. +25 -2 +6 13 +18 +7 5 103 124 106
Middle Atlantic..... +29 +28 +11 69 +15 +3 46 145 130 162
East North Central... +29 +23 +20 9 +i ¢] Vild 155 202 166
West North Central.s... +11 43 +9 69 -2 -1 49 193 218 176
South Atlantic..eeessis 432 +21 +10 45 +20 +1 41 154 199 183
South Central... . +15 +8 461 -2 4] 37 188 233 203
Mountaine.... +39 +19 +14 &0 -3 +1 &7 175 227 187
PACIfiCeercesvsnsnssssorsssnsnsrsssnnssnenanianssnes +32 +14 +2 T +7 +3 66 241 199 225

x Insufficient date to show separately.

1 gtock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at:cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories

in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculations for the markup of sgles, which varies from trade to trade.
2 Not affiliated with voluntary groups or: cooperative groups.

3 percent change in sales shown for this kind of business in the July 1955 report should be changed from -4 to -8 in columm “July 1955 from

July 1954;" and from -4 to -7-in column "July 1955 from Jume 1955."
4 Includes general-line electrical goods, wiring supplies, construction materials end apparatus wholesalers.
5 Totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately.

6 Percent change in sales shown for this division in the July 1955 report should be chenged from +36 to +5 in column “July 1955 from July |

1954;" and from +11 to ~13 in column "July 1955 from June 1955."

Note: - Firms reporting in this survey are part of a probability sample representing merchant wholesalers in a1l kinds of business.

and stock-sales ratios.

of coverage.

firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight which reflects its probability of selection (or, in other terms, the number of firms
in the trade which it represents in the semple). Large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a welght of ome (1), Other firms
are sampled at varying rates, depending upon sizes, with smaller firme heving a lower probability of selection and thus a larger weight.
Sales and inventory figures reported for suy firm are multiplied by this welght end the results sumerized to obtgi_u percentage changes

Data on reported dollar values, previously shown as & meagure of coverage, &re now omitted since the trend data are based on weigl;‘beii
values. The number of establishments in the sample, from which reports were recelved in time for tebulation, are shown as an indieation

Fach
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Data shown in this report are based on reports submitted by a reporting panel of over 11,000 establish~
ments which are representative of all merchant wholesaler firms in the country (see note on page 4). The
reporting panel ds part of a probability sample recently developed by the Bureau of the Census to provide
national dollar volume estimates of males and inventories of merchant wholesalers by kind of business.

Sales .
Sales of merchant wholesalers in September 1955 were slightly (1%) higher than in August, but were 13
percent above September a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first nine months in 1955 were 10 percent
higher than in the comparable period of 1954,

Most trades reported only small increases over August, which had been an unusually good month, Jewelry,
with salesup 20 percent, reported the principal increase for the second month. Declines were noted » however,
in 13 trades, with beer (17), air conditioning, coumercial refrigeration (17%), and fresh fruits and vege-
tables (16%), showing the largest decreases. Compared with sales a year ago, only two trades-—farm supplies
down 6 percent, and fresh fruits and vegetables, off 2 percent--reported declines. Durable goods trades
continued to show the more substantial gains, with iron and steel scrap (107) scoring the largest increase
for the ninth successive month. .

Seven of the nine geographic divisions reported small sales increases over the previous month, with the
New England and South Atlantic Divisions sharing the prineipal gain (5%). In the Pacific Division, sales
were down 4 percent, while in the West North Central Division they were at about the same level as a month
earlier, Compared with sales a yenr ago, gains of 10 to 19 percenmt were experienced in all but one division
—the East South Central--whith reported sales at the same level as last September.

Inventories .

September 30 inventorles of wholesalers rose slightly (1%) sbove the stock level of a month earlier,
and were 6 percent above stocks on hand a year ago. Sales gains during this period more than matched the
rise in inventories and, as a result, the September stock-sales ratic of 115 percent was 1 point below the
ratio of the previous month and 9 points lower than +the September 1954 ratio.

Most trades showed only small changes from previous month inventories but showed moderate increases
over a year ago. Inedible farm products (up 17%) and iron and steel scrap (up 15%) indicated the largest
increases, while beer (down &%) reflected the principal reduction in stocks, Dairy, poultry products re—
ported the principal increase (26%) over year-ago Inventories. Only 6 trades, led by specialty-line gro-
cerles {(~14%) showed lower inventories than a year ago.

SALES TRENDS OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
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Table 1.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

SEPTEMBER 1955

UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

Seles Inventory, end-of-month  |Stock-sales ratiost
Percent change N o {at cost) {percent)
Kind of business Sept. 1955 9 mo. establish- | Percent change, | Number of
from-- 1955 ments Sept. 1955 from-~{ establish-- Sept. | Sept. Aug.
from reporiing, ments 1955 | 1954 | 1935
Sept. Aug. 9 mo. | Sept, 1955 Sept. Aug. reporting,
1954 1955 1954 1954 1955 Sept. 1955
Merchant wholeSBlerS.sececsecsoreossoncsscssasnce +13 +1 +10 11,365 6 +1 8,088] 115] 124 116
Grocery, ‘confectionery, meat wholesalers..... +6 +3 +1 1,225 -3 +1 933 82 87 .83
General-line grocery wholesrlerS.csesscesas 49 +5 +5 721 +2 +3 5921 107] 111 110
Nonaffiliated®.veessneonss vessune T4 +6 +2 534 +2 +4 4691 121 122 124
Voluntary groups..... : +9 +5 +5 171 +1 -1 115 96 99 100
Retaller—cooperative.isevesedasais +20 +5 +13 16 (x) (x) {x) {(x) | (x) (x)
Specilalty-line grocery wholesalerSeseessass +3 +5 -6 274 ~14 -2 193 76 85 83
Confectionery wholesalers.ss.... +2 +10 +3 86 "] +11 41 92 88 93
Meat, meat products ~wholesalers. +4 -5 +3 144 +10 +2 107 20 19 19
Edible farm products dlstributorSececesesssncessoceeecs +9 e -t 963 +18 (e} 647 31 29 29
Dairy, poultry products distributorS...c... +13 +2 +5 645 +26 0 428 337 3 34
Fresh fruit, vegetable Wholesaler8.esevecssesssocens -2 -16 +3 318 4 -1 219 26 24 21
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalerS..cssereccens +5 -1 +5 516 +5 -2 449 96| 102 98
Beer distributors...vecesccecnccnsonacens +2 =17 +4 133 -5 -8 116 51 53 46
Wine, distilled spirits wholeselerS.evesciscvconcans +7 +14 +6 383 +9 -1 333| 132§ 154 159
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalerSseceecssece +15 +5 +11 671 +3 +1 4581 139 142 144
Drug wholesalers {general and specialty lines Poiees +12 +7 +10 305 +3 +3 2181 141| 155 146
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesalerSiseesses +25 +3 +12 217 +5 ~2 1501 123 86 131
Paint, varnish wholeSalerSeeessssucscssacrvasasnsnes +14 0 +10 149 + -2 90| 172 180 171
Tobaceo Aistributorsiceceensssessncesrnssaseosasneanns + -2 +5 266 +5 +7 143 63 64 58
Dry goods, apparel wholesalerS..esescesssicessssnsrsnan +10 +1. +8 403 +5 -2 1841 167] 190 175
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesmlerS....eveses +9 -2 +4 103 +9 -2 501 150} 174 160
Dry goods wholesalers (general and speclalty lines). 49 +1 +7 172 +2 -4 671 1el| 177 170
Plece goods CONVErterS.scessasesssssscsiasnansranrass +15 +5 +13 128 +3 +1 67] 214 244 215
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalerS..ecicecesessss +16 +h +14 353 +15 0 190) 1441 151 151
Furniture wholeS8lerS.cescessrscosorvinsasnsonsnsones +29 =3 +18 108 +9 +1 64) 1471 185 144
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalers.see... +9 +83 +13 245 +17 0 1261 42| 140 155
Paper, allied products wholesSalerS..essevssscssarsanae +13 0 +9 458 +6 -1 300] 1316 123 117
Paper WholeSAlerS.esseeevsatccsdsnsssensnnne savee +13 1 +9: 292 +6 -2 2221 107| 114 107
Stationery, wallpeper wholesSalerS.cscsssosesssesencs +10 +7 +9 166 +6 +L ‘78] 187 196 209
Inedible farm products merchantS.sessccesesassesnranes +7 +8 +3 279 +2 +17 194| 102| 124 101
AULOMOtIVE WHOLEBALETE v e nsesssnnossanerssnsracessnsens +13 =1 +15 618 | +6 ~1 485) 1791 192 177
Motor-vehicle distributorsicsescescesressssaces +18 =3 +19 70 +15 -6 59 91 96 93
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalerS..cceens. +12 =1 +13 . 548 +4 +1 4261 221| 237 219
Eléctrical, electronic, appliance goods distributors.. +19 15 +12 861 +13 +1 7651 129 135 133
Electric equipment, supplies wholesmlers®...eeceeecs. +24 +7. +13 560 +15 +2 533) 126 137 134
Electrical appliances, TV and radio sets and parts,
and electronic parts, equipment distributors.s..... +12 +3 +11 301 +5 -1 2321 134 133 132
* Hardware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalersS..eececess L 412 #1 +11 572 +8 +1 438] 1904 200 189
Hordware wholeSalerS..svescsssncssanascanes +9 42 +8 231 +7 +1i 195) 214 | 218 215
Plumbing, heating goods distribuiors.sisseecvecsseas +17 0 +13 341 +9 +1 243] 159} 176 155
Lumber , construction materials distributors.....c.c... +12 ) +18 561 +23 0 388) 111 103 105
Lumber, millwork wholesalerS.cecessssnevcssoronceses +14 -6 +21 334 +24 0 237] 130 122 125
Construction materials distributorS.isecccssssccncss +8 0 +13 227 +19 0 151 85 77 79
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors........... +18 0 +13 2,022 +7 0 1,538 1721 194 171
Air conditioning, commercial refrigeration equip-
ment A1stributorS.eeesssrescssssnsicstsnoraressnces +23 -17 +13 110 +18 #1 791 207{ 221 161
Commercial machines, equipment distributors..ecceses +18 +10 +11 152 -2 -3 96| 148} 172 163
Industiial machinery, equipment, supplies houses.... +18 41 +12 952 +h .0 7631 162 185 162
Professional equipment, supplies houses®...evevecses +8 +5 +9 407 +10 -3 287 174 176 182
Surgical, medical, hospital supply housSeS..... . +3 +1 +11 7L +8 -6 431 161] 153 170
Service establishment equipment, supplies houseS.... +11 -2 +11 145 +4 0 105 150 157 141
Other machinery, equipment distributors.ccsccesssses +26 +1 +20 256 +10 0 208} 193 232 199
Metals, metalwork (except scrap) distributorscessceses +53 +3 431 305 7 +3 203} 128 181 131
Iron, steel and products distributors.isesscs . +57 + +32 220 +8 + 145] 161} 240 166
Nonferrous metals distributors.cceesececes . +i6 +2 +30 85 +1 -5 58 52 & 56
Iron-steel scrap, waste materials dealerSieescessserss +87 +1 +63 284 -8 +10 186 561 106 50
Iron-steel scrap dealers.cessssscessnssssses +107 -3 +86 164 -8 +15 111 63] 138 53
Waste materials 4e@lerS..eesesescssrssscabrrsaccraas +64 +8 +39 120 -6 -1 75 43 64 L4
Other merchant wholesalers®..eeescessvecsusonssonconns +6 +6 +10 1,008 +5 +3 _58’7 106] 111 110
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers®.....eeesecess +13 +5 +7 147 +7 +1 114] 167 166 174
Book, periodical, newspaper wholesalerS..cseccasseses +18 +8 +9 137 +10 -1 49 871 105 0L
€08l WhOleSBlerS.scesessescsonsanesossnsssanssnaonns, +23 4 +21 232 +9 +2 121 59 80 64
Farm supplies wholesalers.... -6 +7 +1 202 0 +% 1531 107{ 101 112
Jewelry wholesalerSeececscesses +5 +20 +7 123 +14 +7 48| 2441 264 261

See page 4 for footnotes.
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Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratiost
Percent change Number of {at. cost) (percent)
Kind of business and geographic division Sept. 1955 9 mo, |establish- Percent change, Nmtnbe{ioi
from-- 1955 nents Sept, 1955 from..| ®Stablish- Sept. | Sept.| Aug.
from |reporting ments o955 | 1954 | 1955
Sept. Aug, 9 wo, | Sept. 1955| Sept, Aug, |reporting
1954 1955 1954 1954 1955 | Septs 1955

Merchant wholesalers, total®..veeeivenssnrasanas +13 +1 +10 11,365 +6 +1 8,088 115] 124 116

Now Englafideescsncssnsasssasscensasssnes casesas +10 +5 +8 606 +1 =1 3551 105] 109 113
Middle AL)AntiCeieesnesessersoscervsarccscoasnasen +12 +2 +8 2,461 +3 O 1,434 97{ 107 99
Easgt North Central.. . +16 +1 +13 2,252 +6 +1 1,676 102f 112 102
West North Central.. 419 .0 +10 1,114 +7 +3 885 118] 143 134
South Atlaniic.e.sevessss +16 +5 +13 1,178 +6 +3 857 134] 148 137
East South Cemtral.... 0 +1 +4 529 +7 +3 4091 135] 122 132
West South Central....... 410 +3 +6 1,338 +5 +1 1,122 156] 162 159
Mountain..eeeessesresesssiocnsaonsron +17 +4 +12 401 +16 w2 326] 131 136 133
PACIfiCeatsanseeinsncsssenartecsnavsessersonrcancanne +14 ~4 +13 1,486 +11 O 1,024] 123] 125 118
General~line grocery WholeSBloTSeseesessccasoreancecss +9 +5 +5 721 +2 +3! 592} 107] 111 110
Middle AtlantiC.ceensscacesses +4 +4 +1 72 -6 +5 47] 98 107 26
East North Coentralicseceias +7 +6 +5 122 +2 +1 100 100{ 102 104
West North Central....... ersescnes +2) +8 +7 113 b -3 106 88| 105 97
South Atlantice.e... +7 +6 +3 57 -3 +4 45 137 153 139
East South Central.. -2 +2] -2 45 +4 +5 400 139| 132 1386
West South Central.. crmrissesecsience sevrene +9 +10 +4 104 +8 +5 103 99 99 103
Mountain.ceeeesscassenssassacesonns aneesno +16 4 +15 27 +25 ¢ 18 123] 104 116
e U +8 +3 +8 169 -2 +12] 124] 97| 100 %0
Speclalty-line grocery WholesaloTSeee.ssosesen +3 +5 -6 274 1, -2 193 76 85 83

.o 132 +15 +2 14 {x) (x) =) x) 1 (x) (x}
Middle Atlantic..ssscesesces .o -7 +8| ~13 115 ~16 +2| T4 52 53 59
East North Central.ssesseces +8 +2 +3 41 -6 wdh 34 71 83 75
Wast North Central.sessesseces sessssesensennnen +1 +5 -7 11 34 | 8 148] 235 160

+10 -5 +8 19 (%) (x) (x) (x) | () (x)
+11 +1 -4 33 +21 -8 25 91 84 108
+23 +3 +1 37 -1 -3 31 83 96 86
+13 +2 +3 645 +26 o) 428| 33 31 34
+20 +11) +10 21 +26 +4 14 26 26 29
+11 +1 +2 120 +23 =4 66! 21 19 22
+19 +6 +3 142 +30 ~12] 92 33 30 39
+17 ¢ +24 34 +26 +1 28 52 60 51
+12 +3 +11 117 +19 +5] 941 33 32 35
+4 =6 +10 77 +13 +14/ 46 35 32 28
PACIfiCueusasansenssasnerecsencorananses +8 -1 +4 122 +40 +10 79 48 41 4
Frosh fruit, vegetable wholeSalorSesessessescencsoeses -2} =16 +3 318 =t = 219 26 24 21
New Englandesssveevenccescscssass -21 =22, -2 20 -3 ~3 13 21 18 14
Middle Atlanticese... +12 -12 +9 T 37 +31 ~18 17 37 13 38
East North Central.sieececccecess -1 =15 +2 43 -4 +10 28] 25 31 20
West North Central..eesssssussensonss -7 0 -3 54 -2 +19 471 25 26 21
South Atlantic. =3 +8] +6 29 ~16 +101 17 30 42 32
South Central ~19 =1 o 31 ~13 +1 19 37 33 38
T 4 K +1 26 +5 76 -7 -2 55! 18 17 10
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty 1ines)......e. +12 +7 +10 305 43 +3 218]  141] 155 146
Now Englandeececacesssessscece +22 +7 +11 2 +7 +3i 14 1091 120 113
Middle Atlantic..... +10 +15 +9 72 +6 +2 43| 1367 148 154
Eagt North Cemtral,, seene +6 +4| +9 52 -4 +3 33 1125 128 113
West North Contraleisesscessnss +11 +7 +6 20 +2 +4 18] 163] 180 171
South Atlanticecesceens +17 +3 +13 44 0 +5i 361 165} 195 161

East South Central.. +17 +10 +8|" 13 (x) (x) (x) (x) | (=0 | (9
VWest South Central +15 +6 +10 40 +2) 331 1727 192 180

Mountain, . 11 +1 +13 14 (x) (x) (x) (x) | (x) | )
PACIFICe curesnnsssessesonasncesassenonnssernsassanan +13 +6 +13 29 +10 +2| 21 138] 141 142
Tobaceo distribUtOr8.esssseessssesssscssssssesnsossans 4 =2 +5 266 +5 +7 143 63 38

New EnglanG.sesssseasscsssocen +13 -2 +9 39 (x) (x) {x) (x) | (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic.cesssas -3 -6 +1 37 +22 +14] 13 87 75 73
East North Central.. +4 & +6 52 [¢] +5| 38 59 62 55
West North Central.s..... ceense ] +10 +2 21 +1 +1 16 57 48 61
South At1antiCesesvenssnssncsseceoncanes +14 +7. +5 29 +13 +17] 19 87 80 80
South Central.escesscesss +5 +2 +5 35 +7 +3| 15 62 61 62
PacificC.ceescesenscaccsse +11 -7 +10 44 -5 +5i 33 47 64 42
Dry goods, apparel WholeSBleTS.eesseceesssscasssssnnes +10 +1 48 403 +5 =2 1841 167! 190 175
New Englande.ecacessescncnceen S +2 0 +8 20 +14 ~7 7] 130| 128 140
Middle Atlantic..... e +13 +2 +7 264 +5 0 116 186! 203 199
Enst North Centralec.ecsses. +5 +5 +10 27 +9 +3| 15[ 1e2f 172 169
West North Central.. . ~3 ~10 -1 23 -6 -6 9] 100{ 184 95
South Atlantic.... vresseans +15 +15 +13 21 -2 -6 13| 157 205 216
South Central.eeeses searesens +9 =7 +11 22 +4 -3 9] 225] 239 199
PacifiC,aeaeeistnseiistsnsraraccnsesesroonossncencon «1 10 +10 24 +1 9| 13| 149f 150 148
Furniture, home furnishings WholeS81leTSe.eseeeses +16 +4 +14 353 +15 [¢] 190l 1445 151 151
Middle Atlantic..esecsisessccescones +13 +5 +10 97 +15 Q 50] 128( 136 135
East North Central,. +8 +8 +16 68 +19 -l 43| 136| 122 153
West North Central,... +8 +4 +10 19 +6 -1 13 200| =212 211
South Atlantic..e... +21 +4 +15 43 +1 -1 141 237| 312 235
South Centrales.eess +17 +4 +18 43 +9 0 29| 186| 210 202
PacifiCicecssccessnoscecennanses +8 -4 +26 52 +28 0 171 1541 142 139

See page 4 for fooinotes,
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Teble 2.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

SEPTEMBER 1955

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS-~Continued

Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios®
Percent change (at cost) (percent)
Kind of business and geographic division 9 m Number of - Number of
: Sept. 1955 1955' establish-| Percent change, | establish-
from—- from ments Sept. 1955 {rom-—- ments Sept. | Sept.jAug.
9 mo. reporiing ) reporting |1955 | 1954 | 1955
Sept. Aug. 1954, Sept. 1955 Sept. Aug. |Sept. 1955
1954 1955 1954 1955-

Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalerSesseesvesas +12 -1 +13 548 +4 +1 426 221 237 219
Middle AtlantiCecnsrescerosesnsscsssrce +12 -4 +10 53 +5 -1 28 136 139 133
East North Centralsccssceses +12 -2 +17 101 +13 +1 86 220| 216 207
West North Centraleceecess +7 +8 +8 39 =7 -3 30 210 241 250
South Atlantic..... +18 0 +18 67 +2 +L 49 | 245( 269| 235
East South Centralice.ssesas +10 ~2 +15 75 +23 0 T 262 251 256
West South Centrale.cvsseess +9 -1 + 79 +1 +1 76 284 305 281
Mountaifeseeesescacsaencnsonane +15 e +16 45 +16 0 40 211 199 202
PacifiCeieseersccisoressannsnas +15 -3 +16 82 -5 +2 39 204 | 229 202

Electrical equipment, supplies wholesalers®..eceessess +24 +7 +13 560 +15 +2 533 126 137 134
New Englandececccasssccecesseeroncesssonsocnens +4l +20 +8 35 -2 +10 32 89§ 120 99

+27 +11 +10]. 69 -2 +2 66 107 137 117
+19 +1 +11 148 +14 + 138 132 145 127
+19 -5 +8 57 +13 + 55 1341 143 120
+22 +6 +16 85 +21 +1 80 1291 139 140
+10 +5 +13 33 +12 -1 32 119 134 127
+2%4 +3 +18 57 +41 -2 56 1751 139 186
+30 +27 +18 23 +6 -3 23 115 142 152
PaCifiCeeaiacscarsceceescsscnsonansssernsesccesnacsas +27 +8 +22 53 +23 +2 51 17| 126 132

Electrical appliances, electronic parts distributors.. +12 +3 +11 301 +5 -1 232 1341 133 132
New Englands.eceee. +24 +18 +10 16 -7 wdy 11 991 117 120
Middle AtlantiCeseesssesesncs +17 +11 +11 67 -4 -3 43 1151 149 124
East North Centralicessess +3 =3 +10 59 +12 +5 54 124 109 113
West North Centraleceeereccarenensescssacscesrsoneon +1 -8 +3 35 +5 +1 26 1671 157 145
South Atlanticesceesocensncecossnsessensssosasscnnes +22 +2 +15 4b +27 +3 35 178| 160 168
East South Central.cecsssssssssssosesscesvornnanenes ~3 =13 +15 8 -3 -5 7 1441 135 129
West South Central... essvareners ssesenee -16 -15 +8 15 ~14 -16 3 173 153 155
PaCIfiCsaseesessenentsesotsncascornanesnssnssnssnses +21 +7 +19 48 -3 ‘=12 34 122 145 138

Hardware wholesalerSeieiseeereesoosarresasssesisnsannan +9 +2 +8 231 +7 41 195 2144 218 215
Middle AtlantiCecasssnss eesesserenas +9 +3 +7 <30 +16 + 20 1971 196 193
East North Central..eeees. cevsasesenrsaens +3 +10 +4 38 (46 -2 33 187 177 204
West North Centraleseseesscecess +8 +6 +3 41 +e +4 39 2021 222 208
South Atlanticeceaocearseses. +17 + +11 31 +4 -1 21 262 295 267
East South Centréal...c.cscvics +10 -5 +12 24 +3 +1] 23 219 221 205

+16 +9 +9 20 +7 0 17 203] 225 215
+29 -13 +22 1l +1 +4 10 296| 303 253
PacifiCeiecesssrceovecnssncnsrssssneracsnrarnane +8 -8 +13 32 +9 -1 29 236| 240 219

Plumbing, heating goods WholeSalerS.:cesesssansscasncs +17 0] +13 341, +9 +1 243 159§ 176 155
New Englandessseecsnssssecsesonsss +23 +8 +14 Bl x) ) (x) () 1) | (x)
Middle Atlantic,... +17 +4 +9 95 +5 0 63 157§ 179 152
East North Central. +26 +3 *14 58 +16 ¢ 52 128! 144 129

+3 -8 +7 31 +3 =4 30 1991 208 189

+15 ~1 +20 57 +19 +5 48 175§ 167 163

+3 ~13 +10 42 +6 +6 30 2401 218 211

+12 -7 +21 38 +3 0 9 165 176 151

+12 -3 +18 561 +23 0! 388 111! 103 105

+28 -7 +17 20 +26 -3 17 a8 79 84

+12 e +12 130 +7 +1 82 99{ 102 93

+6 =7 +18 135 +17 =4 73 116} 110 116

West North Central... +16 -7 +20 &7 +53 +2) 29 103 80 97
South Atlanticesecesss +16 +3 +27 44 +42 +9| 37 5 84 91
South Central.s.cisess +8 ~5 +13 78 +11 O 67 1431 127 132
PaCifiCesviesnesnctosronsiaracansasscsnsisnnsisnnsnee +16 ~10 +25 90 +37 +1 67 139{ 128 125

Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies distributors +18 +1 +12 952 +4 0 763 162| 185 162
New Englande..... -2 423 +h 19 -3 -2 9 146 127 174
Middle Atlantic.. +2 -5 +10 T4 -2 ~2] 4de 175 172 180
East North Central. +20 A +20 127 +8 +2| 93 131, 140 129
West North Central. +26 -9 +11 83 4 -6 75 127| 145 116
South Atlanticec.sssss +8 -3 +10 46 +8 -5 37 46| 145 157
South Central. 431 +1 +11 473 +7 +24 398 188 244 185
Mountaine.eae. +31 +6 +16 62 +1 +1 52 129} 192 136
PacificC,unseeroveensoenrotossrnsecgonagsoespsngansas 413 et 49 68 +3 42 35 2741 297 267
x Insufficient data to show separately. .

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks , at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories
in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculations for the markup of sales, which varies from trede to trade,

2 Not affiliasted with voluntary groups or cooperative groups.

3 Percent change in sales for 8 months of 1955 from & months of 1954 shown for this kind of business in the August 1955 report should be
changed from +14 to +10.

’; Includes general-line electrical goods, wirlng supplies, construction materials and apparatus wholesslers.

-3

Totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately. )
Percent change in sales for August 1955 from July 1955 shown for this kind of business in the August 1955 report: Change from + 1: to +15.

Note:

in the trade which it represents in the sample).

and stock-sales ratios.

values.
of coverage.

Firms reporting in this survey are part of a probability sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of business.
firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight which reflects its probability of selection (or, in other terms, the number of firms
Large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight of ome (1.
are sampled at varying rates, dependiny upon sizes , with smaller firms having a lower probability of selection and thus a larger weight.

Sales and inventory figures reported for any firm are multiplied by this weight and the results summarized to obtain percentage changes

Other firms

Data on reported dollar values, previously shown as a measure of coverage, are now omitted since the trend data are based on weighted
The number of establishments in the sample, from which reports were received in time for tabulation, are shown as an indication

Each
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Data shown in this report ave based on reports submitted by a reporting panel of over 11,000 establish-
ments which are representative of all merchant wholesaler firms in the. country (see note on page 4). 'Fhe
reporting panel 1s part of a probability sample recently developed by the Bureau of the Census ‘o provide
national dollar volume estimates of sales and inventories of merchant wholesalers by kind of busineéss.

Sales .
Sales of merchant wholesalers in October 1955 showed no change from September, but were 11 percent

above Octcber a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first ten months in 1955 were 10 percent higher than in
the comparable period of 1954. .

Most trades reported small changes from September sales. The principal increases were reported for
iron-steel serap (17%); waste materials (13%); jewelry (11%); and wine, distilled spirits (10). The largest
declines were shown for beer (12§); electrical equipment, supplies (9%); ad other machinery, equipment (9%).
Compared with sales a year ago, only two trades-——inedible farm Products, down 15 percent; and farm supplies,

down 12 percent-—reported declines, Ircm and stoel scrap, up 90 percent, seored the largest gain for the
tenth congecutive month. ’

The Mountain Division, down & percent, showed the principal change from previous month's sales. Oc-~
tober sales in all other geographic divisions varied from a deeline of 3 percent in +the South Atlantic to
an increase of 3 percent in the Fast North Central. Compared with sales a zear ago, ‘the West North Central
Division, reported an increase of 3 percent. All other divisions, however, experienced more substanilal
gains, ranging from 8 ‘o 16 percent. '

Inventories

October 31 inventories of wholesalers rose 3 percent above the level of the previcus month, and were 8
percent above gtocks on hand a year ago. The October stock-sales ratio of 120 percent was 4 points above
the ratio of the previous month, but 5 points lower than the Ocjbober 1954 ratio.

' Most trades indicated small changes from previous-manth :fnvehtories, the largest be’ing inereases for
fresh fruits and vegetables (14%); wine, distiiled spirits (124); and inedible farm products (10%); and a

decline for iron-steel scrap dealers (9%). Changes from previous-year stocks were more substantial, motor
vehicles leading with an increase of 30 percent.,

SALES TRENDS OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
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Table L-—,mm‘m SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

OCTOBER 1955

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month

Stock-gales ratiost

Percent change ) (E.t cost) (percent)’
- ber of I E i :
Kind of business Qet. 1955 10 mo. establish- | Percent change,| Nimber of
Trom-- 1955 ments - Pet. 1955 from--| establish-
from reporting, ments Oct. Oct. Sept.
Oct. | Sept. |10 mo. | Oct. 1955 | Oct.-| Sept. | reporting, 1955 | 1954 | 1955
1954 1955. | 1954 1954 1955 Oct. 1955
Merchant WholeBalerSae-s.rsssrrrsescosssesconsnne +11 o| +10 11,372 +8 3| 7 8,15 120 125 116
Grocery, confectionery, meat wholesSalerB....ceceeresnas +8 Ceif. 4l 1,276 | 4 +6 1,001 84 83 77
General~line grocery wholesalers.......... +9 -1 +5 718 +8 +8 594 118 114 109
Nonattiliatedz....................... +8 -2 +3 565 +9 +8 502 125 116 114
VOIURLary groups....... crees +13 +1 +6 141 +1 6 85 100 109 95
Retailer-cooperatives.sscssescesssens +5 +L +12 12 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Specialty-line grocery wholesaleTs....... +6 -1 -5 303 -4 +4 228 77 28 70
Confectionery wholegalerSeeesisicassrcsosssses . +8 +3 +4 T 95 +7 +4 51 67 67 64
Meat, meat products wholesalerSiiieesccruecrecsosanse +7 -4 +3 1 160 0 -4 ’ 128 19 19 19
Edible farm products distribuiors...... B, 47 -1 +5‘ 958 +14 + 627 36 36 35
Dairy, poultry products distributors. ces . +11 53 +6 632 +17 3L 11 39 39 39
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholeBmlerSceesesceccessscanes +1 0 +3 326 +5 +14 216 29 28 25
Beer, wine, distilled spirits WhO1e881eTE s eaensrrennns +2 +1 +6 491 +18 +11 id2 117 i19 106
Beer distributors........................... +4 =12 + 106 +15 +6 97 yzl 63 60
. Wine, distilled spirits wholesalers.... +13 +10 +7 385 +19 +12 §° 345. 140 157 137
Drugs, chemicals, allied products WhOleB8lerS.....i.... +15 0 +11 660 | +8 0 439 145 147 141
Drug wholesalers (genersl and specialty lines) +13 -1 +11 308 +7 +2 220 166 173 160
Industriel chemicals, explosives wholesalers... +20 +2|  +#13] 196 +12 =3 - 126. 96 86 95
Paint, varnish wholesalerSe...ceiescescassnscsesacnans +13 =31 410 156 +9 ~3 93 166 181 163
Tobaceo Gistributorseeececerecntccecesnreceesccnnsinnes +5 -5 +5 274 -3 +1 . 142 57 60 52
Dry goods, apperel WholeSAlerSe....vereessvscssssnscess +10 +1 48 424 +12 +3 ‘ '211 176 167 173
Clothing, furnishings, footwear whOlesalerS.«.csccssses +16 L# 45 103 +3 [ 48 149 172 147
Dry goods wholesalers (general and specialty lines).. +5 -2 +6. 192 +13 #® 1 94 169 158 159
Plece goods CORVErterSessscessssassnsrssssnscssscense +11 +5 +3 1 129 +18 +2 69 216 180 225
Furniture, home fu.rnishings wholesSalerBe.vencceroncass 418 +5| +15 320 +11 +3 195 143 149 143
Furniture wholeSBlerS....eesessseseensaseasssnssasons +14 A 10T 2 3 66 154 186 156
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalersseccses +19 46 +14 219 +15 +3 129 140 135 138
Paper, allied producis wholesaleTfiee..s. 415 +gJ +10 478 +2 +4 326 109 125 108
Paper whole8alerBscecececsssssscssansssnrne +14 +2 +10 307 . +2 +% . 231 104 121 103
Stationery, wallpaper wholesalerSessssoecscssanscsasa +16 +5; +10 1'7} +3 Q 95 - 157 - 176 165
. . ¢ ;
Inedible farm products merchaniSescscesecssssssescabesen =15 +5 +1 272 46 +10 ) 185 150 128 154
Automotive wholesalers..... . +18 4 +15 652 |- 414 0 464 164 . yE] 169
Motor-vehicle distributors....... Y ) +31 +2 +21 |- 63 430 1 cet 53 102 101 | 98
Autamotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers esvesseese| 1A +5 +13 589 +10 -2 411 199 209 211
Electrical " eleci‘.rohic , appliance goods distributors ves +9 -8 +12 845 +11 6 | 732 149 146 127
Electric equipment, supplies wholesalers”...sesesesss +15 -9 +14 520 +18 +6 AB1 148 146 128
Electrical applisnces, TV and radio sets and paris, . | R R I N ) .
and electronic parts, equipment distributorSecessssd| - 43 -7 +10 | 325 45 16 251 151 47 126
Hardware, ‘plurbing, heating goods wholesBlerg.cecersaes +9 0 +10 593 +8 0 430 206 214 207
‘Herdware wholesglerS....s....- veeseensenans +9 0 +8 234 +7 0 193 2411 245 242
Plumbing, heating goods distributors Areseassssiennene +10 90 +13 359 +11 0 237 159 ‘168 . 159
Lumber, construction materials distributors..sceecvescs. +8 4| " 417 564 s 412 0 389 109 109 105
Lumber, millwork wholesalersS.....cecesercsnns +5 -4 +19 335 +16 [} 256 127 126 12l
Construction materials distributors... PR +13 -2, +13 229 +1 0 133 e 75 72
Mechinery, equipment, supplies distributors...secscecse +18 -3 +14 1,940 +5 +1 1,587 161 184 152
JAir conditioning, commercisl refrigeration equip- i .
ment distributors.icecscressosoaresess cecssrasenvens +13 4 +13 107 3] 151 16l 140
Commercial machines, equipment distributors veveenenen +11 +3 +11 113 +8 135 146 - 131
- Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies houses,. +20] -3 +13 874 6 153 180 143
Professional equipment, supplies houses”..,sesneceed + -7 +8 413 +7 192 189 176
Surgical, medical, hospital supply houses..... +6 +1 +11 7 79 +1 146 152 149 -
Service establishment equipment, supplies houses..... +12 44 +11 172 =3. 151 176 155
Other machinery, equipment distributors........ce.... +23 -9 +21 T 261 +7 189 213 170 -
Metals, metslwork (except screp) diatributors......... . +45 +3 +33 330 +10 130 186 135
Iron, steel and products distributors,....c...e.civans +49 +4] +34 234 +12 158 232 161
Nonferrous metals distribubors....ccecesescveescanses +37 0 +31 96 -2 t oo "55 80 58
Iron-steel serap, , waste materials dealerS........v.eees +70 +15 +64 288 ~12 Tig ]l v e A5 85 56 "
Iron—steel gerap Ge8lerS.e.ececenisaecssassins +90 +17 +86 155 =14 =31 A0 46 102- 59
WBste materials dealerS.ivvecerccessrarracesns +47 +13 +40 133 -7 4 8]7 o 42 58 50
Other merchant wholesalers*.....oveuveoserseossorranens +10 +1 +10 1,007 +3 0] -~ 558 .. 105 106 104
‘Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers’ “oa +12 +6 +8 151 +2 +2 961 147 175 152
Book, periodical, newspaper wholesalers.. +6 +6 +8 119 +21 +1 ] . 34 . 54 38 54
Coal wholesalers..... seesacs +40 +& +23 231 +12 +L . 12 b 68 62
Farm supplies’ wholesalers.. -12 -2 [ 25 4] +6 161 149 117 109
Jewelry WholeSnlerSeeesesssanresssavnasssssnscnsonnan +3 +11 46 120 -2 4% 58 155 166 185

8ee pege 4 for footnotes.
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Table 2.—TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MEACHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

OCTOBER 1955
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratics®
Percent change Nember of (at cost) " (percent)
Oct. 1955 10 mo.| establish- [Percent change, | Number of
Kind of business and geographic division it 1955 nanits Oct, 1955 fromed estatadote
from reporting, ments Oct. Oct. Sept.
Oct. | Sept. |10 mo.| Oct. 1955 | QOct. | Sept. | reporting, | 1955 | 1954 | 1955
1954 1955 1954 1954 1955 Qet. 1955
Merchant wholesalers, 10t81%....eeveseen... PN +11 (4] +10 11,372 +8 +3 - 8,155 120 125 1l6
New Englande..cuveescencesosassnsnnes +10 ~2 9 570 +3 +2 345 T 116 120 115
+12 0 - 49 2,468 +7 +2 1,436 103 107 100
+16 +3 +13 T 2,338 +10 +4 1,72 11 119 110
+3 -2 +9 1,053 +7 +4 826 136 130 124
+10 =3 +12 1,257 +9 +5 . 933 137 141 126
+8 +1 +5 508 +H +4 400 139 135 132
#11 0 +7 1,339 sl A 1,124 148 165 48
+15 -8 +13 . 422 +17 -1 356 164 T 162 152
B 2T U +12 <1 +13 1,417 +9 +4 1,011 116 T 116 ‘108
General-line grocery wholesalers +9 ~1 +5 718 +8 +8 1. 594 118 114 109
Middle Atlantic..... +11 -2 +2 60 +11 +11 34 122 124 109
Fast North Central.. + -1 +5 122 +12 +10 100 135 125 116
West North Central.. +10 + +7 101 0 +9 90 108 120 102
South Atlantic...... +2 ~10 +3 71 -1 +6 53 140 125 115
" East South Central... +6 =3 -1 37 ) +5 34 121 123 111
West South Centrsl.. +9 +2 +5 122 +13 + 111 §. 127 124 124
Mountain,..ovvenennss . +21 +12 +15 43 . 46 +6 36 214 148 268
PacifiCeeecrcenenecnnsnnasaass +15 4] +9 150 +9 +9 129 7% Ve R 72
Specialty-line grocery wholeSalerS....eeeesssccescnase +6 -1 =5 303 4 4% 228 TL 81 70
New EnglanGeieecvececeensconsosnssesicsaccnnn -2 ~19 +1 17 -19 +2 10 119 130 91
Middle Atlanticecicivescninnnses . +7 =5 ~11 127 +4 +9 95 58 51 49
East North Central...ivevesssess . +5 +3 +3 41 +18 + . 31 - 98 87 96
West North Central.. . +#] 418 -5 14 ~26 +2 13 137 197 149
South Atlantic.. . +4 -9 +7 32 <4 <1 25 118 130 107
South Central..... carvene . . + 0 -3 38 +3 +2 30 78 103 9
PaC i e ccennsncnsrersonrnnscsorncnsonsoncncnssnsens +10 +21 +2 33 -25 -6 23 43 69 49
Dairy, poultry products A1stribulorS..e.eseesessnsses +11 -1 +6 | 632 +17 +1 411 39 39 39
5 ) +10 187 x) ) &) (x) (x)
T+12 -3 +3 124 +17 +8 . 67 22 23 20
+13 +5 +e 127 +30 0 T4 34 31 36
+27 -12 +25 : 34 +36 -12 28 84 80 85
+3 -3 +11 110 . +31 . -1 86 20 21 20
+10 -1 +10 80 +6. 4. R 48 67 83 63
7| 4 +5 130 +19 4 . 91 34 30 35
+1 Q +3 326 +5. +14 216 29 .28 25
-16 +2 -3 21 SN ST K 13 12 10
+1 0 +8 47 +6 +18 23 31 32 24
Eest North Central.. 0 4 42 52 ~13 +2 .37 22 21 18
West North Central.. =17 -10 | © -3 45 -1 +25 .38 30 25 21
Seuth Atlentic.... +5 -7 +6 ) 33 +5 +8 . 18 32 3L 31
South Central..... +8] #11 +1 ' 34 (x) (x) (x) (x) - {x) (x)
PacifiCecrsecaneness +15 +8 +6 66 +2 +13 52 30 35 28
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty 1ines)...een.. +13 -1 +11 308 +7 +2 220. 166 173 160
New Englande.iccecersceasnsscenscossooosansacennnnes +11 A +11 19 +8 +1. 141 . 151 139 145
Middle Atlantic.....eesnennnse . +12 + 49 70 -2 +1 45 143 159 139
East North Central..... . +7 -2, +9 B 52 +10 +5 F- 32 179 177 170
West North Central..... . +5 - +6 - 25 42 1. +1. . 22 151 159 prIA
South Atlantic......... . +19 +4 +13 47 +11 +1 37 164 175 169
East, South Central.. +13 -4 +9 14 +9 .+l .12 223 233 214
+21 -5 +11 34 +5 +3 29 197 229 - 180
. 46 ~11 +13 15 (x) (x) (x) x) ] = ] (=
BT O +18 -2 +13 32 +14 + . 18 146 138 136
Tobacco distributorSecsssens.. +5 =3 +5 274 -3 +1 142 57 60 52
New Englande...... +5 5 9 321 @ (x) =) | & ] & (x)
Middle Atlantic...... + -2 +1 ‘39 -1 +7 .11 63 .59 4. 57
East North Ceniral... +2 -6 +5 52 -2 +4 30 66 62 61
West North Central,. +3 e 43 2% 0 +3 17 . 54 58 52
South Atlantic....... +8 -8 +5 30 +2 -3 . 22 71 T 65
South Central........ -2 -3 +4 41 -7 +1 16 51 53 48
L £ L R +23] 11 +12 39| (0 (x). (x) (x) (x) (x)
Dry goods, apparel WholeSAlerS..eeseerssosssnsonennsen +10 +1 +8 424 +12 +3 211 1761 . 167 173
New England..... Crerirssasaverennna +11 -15 +8 25 +18 +5 12 113 104 103
Middle Atlantic..... +8 +2 +7 265 +15 +3 114 189 169 186
East North Central..... +15 +14 +10 49 +2 0 34 173 176 180
West North Central....... +1 -12 -1 . 22 -2 + 17 210 237 172
South Atlantic...... +19 -1 +14 19 . +34 +9 13 156 124 128
South Central..... +6 =5 +11. .15 +3 L =2 B | § 191 191 186
T +27 +11 +13 ] | 27 17 +8 8 18 145 141
Furaiture, home furnishings wholesalerS....eessscvesss +18 +5 +15 |- 320 +11 +3 - 195 143 1497 . 143
Middle AtlantiCesseeeerscaravensenens +15 +6 +11 100 +9 4 s 4L 1021 . 100 1311
East North Central.. +18 -2 +16 71 +13 +9 49 145 159 127
West North Central.. +28 -2 +11 i6 +7 +3 13 178 237 174
South Atlantie. +40 +17 +18" 33 -1 +5 201 - 249 351 | 255
South Central.. reeee +19 +7 +18 39 +5 o 35 161 182 174
2T & 2 +16 +5 +25 40 +28 +4 20 150 139 154

See page 4 for footnotes. . ' . . ' -
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Table 2.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVEK'IORIES OF MERCHANT VHOL!SALERS BY OROGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Contimued

ocmmm 1955
Sales Inventory, end-of-month + Stock<sales ritios!
Percent change - (at cost ercent
Number of Persent—Stame ) - v )
Oct. 1955 |10 mo. | establish~ |*67CCN SIS, | yyyper op
Kind of Vusiness end geographic division £rofi-- 1955 ments :‘r. establish- .
Ofl== Oct. Oct. |Sept.
from | reporting ; ments 1955 | 1954 |1955
Oct. Sept. | 10 mo. | Oct. 1955 Oct. | Sept. | reporting
1954 1955 | 1954 1954 1 1955 Oct. 1955
Automotive equipment, tire-tube WholeBBlerS.esesesonsas +14 +5 +13 589 +10/ ~2 411 199 211
Middle At1ANtLC.esnsnsrarssorescennsnoncnes 49 +% 410 90 +33 +3 49 180 21% 198
East North Central. +17 +12 +17 112 +16 +1 83 156 159 176
West North Central. +10 +1 +9 66 0 1 27 243 267 230
South Atlanticesesces .e +18 +6 +18 69 +5 ~7 53 182 210 202
Eagt South Centralicecescscccnscssrosscasencs +20 +20 +15 88 +13 o a7 239 257 293
West South Central, 427 +6 +6 22 +13 o 21 170 " 182 174
Mountaiteeseesensasas esesasran 49 -8 +16 48 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
PacificCiicscsrenses . sresseensoens +10 =10 +16 78 +5 -7 44 266 280
Flectrical equipment, supplies wholesalers®.....eeeecee +15 -9 +14 520 +18 +6 481 148 146 128
New Englandessvescesacesaccnnssseocses +17 =1 +10 36 +12 -3 35 100 101 104
Middle Atlantic.... +13 -12 410 36 +19 .49 28 133 123 106
East North Central... +19 -2 +12 157 +10 +3 146 162 173 153
West North Central. +2 ~7 +8 44 +19 +13 41 177 164 143
South Atlantic.., +16 -10 +16 83 +18 +6 78 158 151 128
Eagt South Central.... +18 16 +13 29 +33 +19 28 178 158 125
West South Central... +14 =21 +18 59 +19 +5 56 146 144 116
Mountainiseceeseccsssn sasne +22 -18 +15 2 +12 +10 22 132 143 98
PACIfiCeuererecrctnvsnsesncsennrsssenassronsnrcnaanne +29 =7 +23 54 +25 +8 47 150 156 127
Electrical appliances, electronic parts distributors... 43 o/ S > 11 325 45 36 251 153 AT 126
New England... -9 =13 +6 27 +6 5] 22 114] - 108 94
Middle Atlantic... +11 e +11 68 -18 +2 A3 155 185 131
East North CentraAl..ccecesses 48 -4 +10 68 +18 +4 54 132 127 120
West North Central.ces.. 24 -13 =1 28 -6 -2 22 147 107 119
South Atlanticescssarses +9 ~11 +14 55 +8 +10 40 174 181 138
East South Central.. +19 41 +15 12 +27 +11 12 153 144 139
West South Central.... + -6 48 23 +15 +7 22 194 189’ 169
Pacificiccesarens o] =14 +17 38 +9 +18 31 152 136 110
Hardware vholesalers................................... 49 0 +8 234 +7 0 193 241 _245 242
Middle Atlantic.... +20 +5 +8 36 + -3 23 226 253 242
East North Centraleses.. +11 -1 +5 42 +5 [s] 33 187 204 187
West North Certral.sesecsss +8 ~3 +4 17 +6 0 kv 233 236 225
South Atlsntic... +8 =3 +10 27 +4 +1 20 263 284 255
Eagt South Central.... +11 o] +12 24 +8 -1 22 205 207 210
West South Central.. +5 ~1 +9 -29 +8 +1 26 247 246 245
Mountainieesceeenscnnnes 425 A +22 22 +16 -2 22 279 307 272
PacifiCienrcssesvensassossansnvossnussnsasssesnserene ~10 . +1 +10 27 +4 -1 24 326 293 338
Plumbing, heating goods wholesalers... +10 0 +13 359 411 0 237 159 1e8 159
© New Englandesevecsessccnarans +3 0 +13 15 +6 [¢] 8 196 190 197
Middle Atlanticecessresenioscencas +11 +1 +9 109 +16 +1 55 161 172 151
East North Centralivececssenasss +15 +1 14 54 ° +11 <] 40 146 150 149
West North Central.siesscsccscss +# +1 + 32 43 -2 28 140 43 139
South Atlantic... +14 +2 +19 55 +15 -3 i 181 186 196
+8 4 +10 51 +3 4] 43 182 207 169
+12 +3 +20 32 +17 +H 8 143 142 149
+8 4 +17 564 +12 0 389 109 109 105
- e -1 +16 16 +6 -2 14 160 160 158
+15 =3 +13 110 +13 +3 71 116 122 o
East North Central +5 -5 +17 125 +14 2 59 93 92 90
West North Central.... +7 -7 +18 60 +8 -7 42 82 85 87
+24 +5 +27 52 +51 +6 43 92 79 93
45 -2 +12 4 +13 . -2 62 171 168 171
PRCifiCavescasssccecssasncstcncanrsassnonsscsvsscosse =3 -2 +21 103 +3 +h 78 115 17 104
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies distributors. - 420 ~3 +13 874 +6 +1 755 15 180
New Englandeeeeessceassosscassasssnssanesssnscssaanse +30 -13 +6 9] {x) {x) (x) {x) (x) (x)
+7 -1 +10 55 -7 +1 37 96 132 92
+15 +9 +20 100 +5 +4 78 141 158 149
+27 -7 +12 .61 +4 0 57 167 207 154
+23 =22 +15 43 -7 +9 38 161 223 111
+20 -6 +12 476 +4 =1 430 . 158 184 149
+54 +5 +21 -62 +2% 0 52 206 239 221
D S +2L +2 +11 68 +6 -1 60 138 159 139

x Insufficient data to show separately.

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing ‘stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms
conjunction with sales. No adJustment 1s made in these calculations for the markup of sales, which varies from trade

2 Not affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups. .

3 Includes general-line electrical goods, wiring supplies, construction materials and apparatus wholesalers.
% Totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately. -

reporting inventories in

to trade

and stock-sales ratios.

of coverage.

Hoté: Firms reporting in this survey are part of a probability sample representing merchamt wholesalers in all kinde of business. Each
firm selected in the sample has an assigned welight which reflects its probability of selection {or, in other terms, the pumber of firms
in the trade whieh it ts in the le). Large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight of one (1).
‘are sampled at varying rates, depending upon sizes, with smaller firms having a lower probability of selection and thus a larger weight.
Sales end inventory figures reported for any fimm age mxltiplied by thib weight and the results summarized to obtain percentage changes

Other {irms

Data on reported .doller values, previously- shown ag a measure of coverage, are now omlited since the trend data are based on weighted
velues. The number of establishments in the sample, from vhich reports were received in time for tabulation, are shown as an indication
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Data shown in this report are based on reports submitted by a reporting panel of over 11,000 establish-
ments which are representative of all merchant wholesaler firms in the country (see note on page 4). The
reporting panel is part of a probability sample recently developed by the Bureau of the Census to provide
national dollar volume estimates of sales and inventories of merchant wholesalers by kxind of business.

Sales
Sales of merchant wholesalers in November 1955 rose 2. percent over October and were 13 percent above

Novenber a year ago. Cumulative sales for the first 11 months in 1955 were 11 percent higher than in a com-
parable period of 1954.

Most trades reported small sales increases over October, with wines and distilled spirits reporting the
principal increase, a seasonal gain of 17 percent. However, 15 trades reported declines, mostly seasonal,
Compared with a year ago, increased sales were shown in all trades except farm supplies, down 2 percent, and
lumber, which reported no change from a year ago. . Substantial gains were reported by motor vehicles (329),
waste materials (40%), nonferrous metal - products (40%), iron and steel products (47%), and iron and steel
scrap (58%)--the 11th consecutive month in which this trade reported the largest gain.

The New England, East South Central and Mountain Divisions reported small declines while the West South
Central Division showed no change from the previous month. The five remaining geographic divisions noted
inereased sales ranging from 2 to 5 percent. All geographic divisions, however, experienced sales gains
over a year ago, with East North Central Division (up 19%) showing the prineipal gain,

Inventories

November 30 inventories of wholesalers rose slightly (14) @bove October 31 stocks and were 6 percent
above the year-ago inventory level, - The November stock-sales ratic of 115 percent, was 3 points below the
ratio of the previous month and 9 points lower than the November 1954 ratio. ’

Most trades registered small changes from previous-month inventories, the largest being increases for
fresh fruits and vegetables (14%), motor vehicles (13%), and farm supplies (9%). Changes from previous-year
stocks were more substantial. Motor-vehicle inventories, up 29 percent, again showed the principal increase;
other large inventory gains were in books, periodicals, and newspapers (25%), and piece goods (20%).
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Table 1.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

NOVEMBER 1955
5 .
Seles Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios?
{at cost) {percent)
Percant change Number of
Kind of business Nov, 1955 11 mo. es;ﬁi;Sh— Percent change "‘mtzﬁi:f,
from-- 1955 Nov. 1955 from--| °° = |"Nov. | Nov. | Oet.
reporting, ments
from N 1955 1955 1954 1955
Nov, * | Oct. 11 mo. | OV* Nov. Oct. ;eporggg,
1954 1955 1954 1954 1955 ov.
Merchant WholeSaLleTSseseirsenssrernaransennsnsos +13 +2 +11 11,633 16 +1 8,575 115 124 118
Grocery, confectionery, meat wholesalers,.. +9 +3 +2 1,362 +4 +3 1,057 ag 87 88,
General-line grocery WholesalerS.ieseseas +10 43 +6 811 +6 +1 692 106 107 105
Nonaffiliated®....... +6 +2 +3 620 +6 +1 553 123 123 122
Voluntary groups.... +18 +3 +7 168 +4 -1 122 93 97 93
Retailer—cooperative...veeesae.. +12 +5 +13 23 +9 +5 17 80 79 79
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers.. +3 -2 -4 297 0 +8 206 99 9 93
Confectionery wholesalers..euvisevass +9 +5 +4 97 +5 -5 41 78 80 86
Meat, moat products WholeSBlorS..ce.essessessvnnnanes +10 +11 +4 157 -2 +2 118 23 24 23
Edible farm products distributorS.......... . +12 +6 +6 873 +11 +1 686 32 32 34
Dairy, poultry products distributors... . +15 +6 +7 562 +13 b 4611 33 33 37
Fresh fruit, vegotable wholesalerS.........s... vesue +7 +6 +4 311 +7 +14 225 30 30 28
Beer, wine, distilled spirite wholesalerS......reeesea +7 +10 +6 506 +6 44 451 103 113 107
Beer distributors....... savsevsreseasen +2 -1 +4 113 +4 <5 104 65 61 67
Wine, distilled spirits wholeS8lerS..ceevessescerses +10 +17 +7 393 +7 +7 347 123 145 132
Drugs, chemicals, allied products WholesBlerS......... +9 Q +11 828 +8 Q 615 130 140 132
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty 11nes),..... +9 4] +10 329 +5 -2 225 160 162 165
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesalers... +9 +2 +12 345 +16 +5 295 81 86 79
Paint, varnish wholeSBlorS.ieseeescscscncasnn P +14 ~4 +11 154 +8 -1 95 154 168 148
Tobacco Aistributors.s.esecessorsnrecsnccnans vereaseee +9 +5 +5 246 -1 +1 164 57 61 59
Dry goods, apparel wholesalers...:v.e.... tesarsaevecne +14 +1 +8 383 +11 -2 193 170 176 174
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalerSi........ +17 4 +7 98 +11 -3 47 141 156 136
Dry goods wholesalers (general and specialty lines). +13 +4 +7 164 +6 -2 a8 173 180 180
Pioce Z00dS CONVETIOTB. vvrseerseosnsennrsnssnasnnnos +11 e +12 121 +20 (¢} 58 207 195 226
Furniture, home furnighings wholesalers........ [, +12 +3 +15 300 +7 -2 179 180 183 180
Farniture wholesalers........ cenaee tesrnasaann reane +11 +3 +17 109 +1 -1 64 163 174 172
Howe furnishings, floor coverings wholesalers. ceeens +12 +3 +14 191 +10 ~2 115 187 187 183
Paper, allied produots WholesalerS.:sssevessneases e +15 +3 +10 480 +7 -2 316 106 113 115
Paper wholesalerS..ceeeiessecaans cereovaes .. +16 +3 +11 309 +7 -2 238 102 110 110
Stationéry, wallpaper wholesalerS...s,..... tesrsanenn +8 +4 +10 171 +6 -3 78 143 139 152
Inedible farm products merchants.......... rueressana .. +4 +15 +1 270 =10 0 175 122 150 137
Automotive wholesalers........ wereevesna eesesviveasane +21 0 +16 631 +11 +2 464 154 174 158
Motor-vehicle distributors.....eiecevenn.. . ie +32 +6 +22 70 +29 +13 53 87 100 91
Automotive equiptment, tire-tube wholesalers... .e +18 =3 +13 561 +6 o 411 191 210 189
Electrical, electronic, appliance goods distributors.. +14 +6 +12 891 +11 -1 794 133 138 143
Electric equipment, supplies wholesalers®......... +12 +1 +13 570 +10 -2 533 141 141 144
Electrical appliances, TV and radio sets and parts »
and electronic parts, equipment distribduitors...... . +17 +11 +11 321 +12 0 261 126 134 142
Hardware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalerS......... +11 =7 +10 567 +8 =1 415 192 199 180
Hardware wholesalers....... +12 -3 +9 219 +8 0 187 221 227 214
Plumbing, heating gocds distribubors ...... varees aen +11 -10 +13 348 +7 ~3 228 154 162 141
Lumber, construction materials distributors.......e... +4 ~11 +16 575 +17 +1 412 114 99 101
Lumber, millwork wholesalers...... 0 ~11 +17 333 +18 +3 258 127 106 112
Construction materials distributor +12 -10 +13 242 +15 -2 154 92 88 83
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors......svees +16 -2 +14 2,060 +3 +1 1,606 172 187 167
Air conditioning, commercial refrigeration equip-
ment Aistributors.e.ivineincioiiiericinnes . +13 Q +13 129 ~10 -2 96 135 1560 134
Commercial mechines, equipment dlstributors. ..... .o +12 4 +11 150 +6 ~2 97 137 132 123
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies houses.... +18 0 +13 902 +15 0 721 147 160 146
Professional equipgpent, supplies honses®.......... .. +11 -2 +9 430 +13 +2 333 208 205 196
Surgical, medical, hospital supply houSeS....... . +17 +10 +11 68 +16 +3 36 151 153 155
Service establishment equipment, supplies houses.... +13 +5 +11 176 -1 -2 135 143 168 154
Other machinery; equipment distributors....sveeeveee +20 -7 +20 272 +1 +2 224 251 281 228
Metals, metalwork (except scrap) distributorS......... +45 +1 +34 325 ~2 0 227 127 189 124
Iron, steel and products distributors......... veanes +47 +1 +35 228 -3 +1 163 157 247 152
Nonferrous metals distributors....... cesverene +40 +1 +32 97 +5 ~1 &4 62 84 58
Iion-steel scrap, waste materials dealers....... cesaee +51 -2 +63 301 +7 -2 198 45 60 45
Iron~steel scrap dealers.. +58 -5 +82 167 -1 -1 114 43 58 39
Waste waterials dealers..... +40 +4 +40 134 +16 -3 84 48 63 54
Other werchAnt WholeSHLeTS .. veeeeiarvosarsssronsoses 417 +4 +11 1,035 ~1 =1 623 98 113 111
Amusement, sporting goods wholesBlerS..eessserassren +12 +1 +8 145 +8 -2 94 143 148 157
Book, periodical, newspaper wholesalers. .o +16 ~11 +9 124 +25 -5 &7 110 95 109
Co81 Wholec8lerBase.vstcnssenaessncnn . ve +28 -3 +24 224 +5 -4 110 53 77 58
Farm supplies wholesalers., . -2 +3 ~1 204 -11 +9 157 114 134 130
JeWelTy WhOlOSALOTSe.s s eeseenssarsoniosassssossaneas +14 +4 +7 142 =7 -6 76 212 243 220

See page 4 for footnotes.
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Table 2.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

NOVEMBER 1955
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios®
Percent change ; (at cost) {percent)
Number of
igi Nov. 1955 <« {11 mo. Percent change, | Number of
Kind of business and geographic division Pl 1955 es;::iiSh_ Nov. 1955 from—| esteblish- ov Yoy oet
from ments . ; 5
Nov. Oct, |11 mo. Ezsorggg’ Nov. Oct. reporting, 1935 1934 1935
1954 1955 1954 * 1954 1955 Nov. 1955
Merchant wholesalers, totall'. Ceesesenen e . +13 +2 +11 11,633 +6 +1 8,575 115 124 118
New England....... .. +13 -2 +9 545 +5 +3 356 119 129 115
Middle Atlantic......... . +13 +2 +9 2,621 +% 0 1,587 97 107 100
East North Central........ .. +19 +2 +14 2,220 +6 0 1,688 9% 108 98
West North Central...... .e +7 +5 +9 1,117 +5 -1 904 138 141 149
South Atlantie.... “an +13 +3 +12 1,160 +7 +1 911 132 141 137
Eagt South Central. cen cee +5 -1 +5 646 +7 4] 518 145 145 141
West South Central. vae +10 0 +7 1,418 +7 0 1,175 154 167 153
Mountain......... . enan +11 ~4 +13 429 +5 1 +1 357 154 155 145
Pacificio.ua.. S caesasnn +13 +5 +13 1,477 +7 +2 1,079 119 120 120
CGeneral-line grocery wholesflerfS....eeeeeereseearinns . +10 +3 +6 811 +6 +1 692 106 107 105
Middle Atlantic.....scen.n vase vee +15 +8 +3 80 +1 +5 72 105 103 104
East North Central. +8 +3 +5 98 +15 4] 80 120 112 121
West Norih Central. +8 +2 +7 127 +11 +7 122 112 104 105
South Atlantie..... +10 +3 +4 61 -6 -2 45 115 119 119
East South Central. -4 0 -1 57 +1 ~1 45 131 120 132
West South Central. B +9 +3 +5 164 +9 +4 132 106 109 105
Mountain....eveese. .o . +40 -18 +17 40 +5 4 38 82 103 70
Pacificeciiiciaiinienannas, L . “+27 +4 +11 173 +21 +2 152 76 87 77
Specialty-line grocery wholesSalerS....eeeseeecsconnnss | +3 -2 b 297 Q +8 206 99 94 93
New England.....veceenn Ceeamreae -2 =19 +1 18 -3 +9 9 120 93 91
Middle Atlantie...... e +8 ~4 -10 118 -4 +15 84 64 75 54
Eagt North Central... .. +5 +3 +3 48 +1 -2 26 106 o8 93
West North Central. .. +4 +6 ~4 11 +6 +8 7 108 104 106
- South Atlantic.. e .. +13 =7 +8 28 ~-12 -3 20 145 187 148
South Central... .. +8 +1 -2 34 +14 +3 29 -113 112 110
Pacific...... tetravesetitinorannes Aresanesanasbaasen -5 +4 +1 38 +9 +13 30 124 78 132
Dairy, poultry products distributors... taeeane +15 +6 +7 562 +13 w4 461 33 33 37
New Englande..esssonn. . +7 +35 +10 14 -6 ~29 11 19 13 34
Middle Atlantic.... . +17 +12 +4 100 +22 -1 59 31 30 36
East North Central. o +17 +1 +6 118 +22 =10 94 29 28 33
West North Central. . -5 -3 +21 38 +4 +5 33 73 66 69
South Atlantie..... . +22 +8 +12 104 + -5 98 38 27 44
South Central. . . +16 +19 +11 56 ~11 +2 . 47 28 36 34
Pacificeiciieserncrnnnens [ PRI chensvas . +14 ~1 +6 115 +5 -2 104 33 37 34
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalers........... [P . +7 +6 +4 311 +7 +14 225 30 30 28
New England...vevsvesevnnennss . +3 +2 -3 19 ~-11 +9 13 63 71 57
Middle Atlantie.... . +7 +11 +8 36 +17 +13 . 22 23 21 23
East North Central. .e +10 +6 +3 40 +10 +19 31 21 20 12
West North Central. . -1 +8 -3 .48 +1 +20 41 30 28 32
South Atlantic..... . +10 +10 +6 30 +3 +10 17 24 22 22
South Central.. . +3 +13 +1 43 +13 +17 25 (23 39 40
22T & P .. +18 -7 +8 67 +5 +10 54 33 44 29
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty 1ines)........ +9 0 +10 329 +5 -2 225 160 162 165
New England..eieenveccas tesearesaseannsees +8 -1 +9 17 +10 +1 13 148 144 143
Middle Atlantic. +9 -3 +9 &7 -1 -1 38 141 145 137
East North Central. +8 +2 +9 56 +8 -2 35 152 151 162
West North Central. +6 -1 +6 20 + -5 17 le3 166 170
South Atlantic..... +11 +4 +13 41 +4 0 35 148 157 155
East South Central. +7 +3 +9 19 T +12 =3 14 188 175 207
West South Central. +11 +1 +11 58 +4 ] 40 182 198 183
Mountain.. +3 +3 +11 17] {x) {x; VX ix} \x) (x)
T 5 . +10 -1 +13 34 +8 ~4 21 155 156 160
Tobaceo diStribUbOrS. v ieeeeeresatecnennenenncnsones +9 +3 45 246 -1 4+l 164 57 61 29
New England........ . +4 +4 +8 231 {x) {x) ix} X5 Xy 1)
Middle Atlantie. . +9 + +2 49 +1 +3 28 58 62 59
East North Central. . -4 +5 +€ 43 + +1 29 39 477 41
West North Central. . +9 +9 +3 29 +8 +3 23 70 69 73
South Atlantic..... .. +4 +2 +5 30 -5 -2 26 () 73 Tz
South Central. .. +5 +1 4 29 -7 +4 22 76 73 s
= B 1 +7 +13 +11 38| (x) (x) X2 X} +x) %
Dry goods, apparel wholeSlerS........... eareseaanen . +14 +1 +3 383 +11 -2 193 170 176 174
New England...ovenienainnaas . +5 ~-14 +8 11 +13 +9 ) 177 188 133
Middle Atlantic.. +16 +3 +8 267 +15 -2 125 174 180 183
East North Central. . +5 +1 +10 24 ~18 ~14 . 10 by 100 1ac
West North Central. . -7 +5 ~2 20 -5 +1 15 200 198 213
South Atlantici.... +9 -12 +13 23 +17 +2 17 172 169 147
South Central. aee +12 -8 +11 21 +9 =7 14 178 177 1oé
2L +23 +17 +14 1] (x) {x) ix} x; ‘X X
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers........ vevaes . +12 +3 +15 300 +7 -2 179 180 183
Middle Atlantic...ceivieeeiiiinanasn +16 +9 +11 S0 +4 -1 40 171 180
East North Central. +7 G +15 65 +14 0 43 192 202
West North Central.. -7 -3 +17 19 +6 -2 13 224 214
South Atlantie +3 -4 +1f 26 -11 -3 1é 218 101
South Central. +17 ~12 +18 38 +17 =5 33 169 0
T N . +13 +6 +£3 40 +18 -4 15 131 129

See page 4 for footnotes.
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Table 2.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS~-Continued

NOVEMBER 1955

Sales . Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios!
’ Percent change Nuiber of (at cost) (percent)
s N st establish-
Kind of business and geographic division N Noz;oifi 11 mo. | ments mPirciggsct}ange 5| tumber of
1955 reporting {O'- TOTT establishe | oo sov. | oot
Nov. | got,. [TTom - NoVe 1955 oy | got, “r‘zgzrs iog | 1995 | 193 | 195
B 1954 1955 1954 1954 1955 Nov. 1955
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalerS........c... +18 -3 +13 561 +6 0 411 191 210 189
£16 -3 +10 87 -2 -5 58 147 158 158
+25 -6 +18 88 0 -2 66 154 192 154
+13 =11 +9 56 +3 +3 20 229 246 202
+16 -6 +18 53 +3 -1 T 39 231 294 211
+16 -2 +15 81 +18 42 81 202 199 192
West South Centralee.cesscessaves + -9 +5 %3 +15 0 38 258 231 243
Mountaine...uveeass PR .. +29 +18 +17 47 +9 -1 42 165 177 185
T i € +26 +10 +17 92 +9 +1 55 193 217 201
Electrical equipment, supplies wholesalers®........... +12 1 +13 570 +10 -2 533 141 141 144
New England.....cvoceivecesacsconncsnss .o +27 -2 +11 32 +2 -1 32 115 158 113
Middle Atlantic..... . +1 +5 +8 70 0 -3 63 136 126 150
East North Central..... . +15 o +12 157 +3 -4 147 123 132 127
West North Central.. . +16 +7 +9 65 +11 -1 61 164 168 175
South Atlantic......vveene . +21 +7 +16 .82 +26 +2 76 139 134 148
East South Central.. . srreees +8 ~18 +13 33 +26 +2 28 - 175 154 133
West South Central........ . +17 +6 +18 &0 +15 +1 57 187 191 194
Mountaineciseesnararenanan . +17 +5 +15 21 +13 +1 21 126 121 132
=T +15 0 +22 50 +24 -1 48 133 127 136
Electrical appliances, eléctronic parts distributors.. +17 +11 +11 321 +12 [1] 261 126 134 142
New EnglanGe.seeesiocsosrcsoensoncsaisesceassssvones +8 -6 +6 15 +46 + 13 103 81 103
Middle Atlantic. . +31 +14 +13 81 o) -2 57 112 148 131
East North Central.. . +12 +9 +10 &7 +16 +3 58 119 118 129
West North Central.. . +2 +16 S § 35 +3 -4 29 134 132 165
South Atlantie........s. . +13 +8 +14 43 +19 -1 39 137 140 149
East South Centrals...c.oeveeavenaen . +4 +23 +14 12 +29 +8 2 181 133 206
West South Central. reeas . +12 +20 +8 21 +24 +3 16 205 196 245
PaCifiCeeeerenstertaseetctnisenonrososascsienasrnmns +36 +16 +19 42 +11 -3 35 93 122 113
Hardware wholegalerS. e s veiieessessasesnsssoasanannse +12 -3 49 219 +8 [¢] 187 221 227 214
Middle Atlantic... +9 -5 +8 38 +6 +2 22 182 195 169
East North Central. +20 -3 +6 36 +13 0 34 211 211 202
West North Central..cuvsevessnnruns +5 -8 +4 22 +6 ~3 22 243 242 229
South Atlanticsee.... +20 +15 +11 25 +12 + 20 223 250 248
East South Central... +2 b +11 26 +6 0 25 246 230 237
West South Central......... +19 6] +10 21 +3 -3 1 162 192 167
Mountain...veveens . +8 14 +21 10 +8 0 10 288 290 247
PACI iC e ersvassecrsseasrnccsnnantasssissscrsansaos +13 -3 +10 34 +7 ¢} 31 255 259 245
Plumbing, heating goods WhOleSalersS..esecersosssosonss +11 -10 +13 348 +7 -3 228 154 162 141
New England...cvveeecveressacenes . +18 -6 +13 22 +2 +1 16 179 198 163
Middle Atlantic.... . +13 -8 +10 106 +6 -2 50 132 154 122
East North Central.... . +15 -15 +14 43 +8 0 38 114 121 - 96
West North Central..c..... . -3 -11 +6 32 +10 0 32 201 178 179
South Atlantic.ee.. . +22 -3 +19 60 +7 ~10 50 142 165 153
South Central..... . +6 -5 +9 35 +20 -1 26 166 196 163
=T i Y ~6 -17 +17 41 +2 =7 12 258 193 196
Lumber, construction materials dealerS....iesceececsase oA -11 +16 575 +17 +1 412 114 99 101
New Englande..essncecensessssioscsantassicacononnase 4 -5 +13 24 | . +20 +1 18 8% 73 80
Middle Atlantic...evasesoan +2 ~11 +12 117 +13 -2 74 98 86 88
East North Central... +11 ~11 +16 139 +9 0 79 90 93 81
West North Central... 4 -17 +16 36 +19 -1 26 145 124 126
South AtIanbticeeeevenresscnnvrasnressncssonansacvonn +30 -1 ! +27 4 +70 +14 39 137 89 115
South Centralesececenisecivenssenssontsocscsnersaoen +9 -7 +12 85 +22 -3 ,75 126 121 122
PacifiCesecvvcnoesoresesassaseeessassssssnacsscnracs -3 -14 +18 105 +2 +2 78 119 94 99
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies distributors #18 Q +13 902 +15 0 72 147 160 146
Middle AtlanbiC..esrcionvacrmsiosicivosanronas -7 -4 +5 85 +1l 0 56 114 92 104
East North Central...... +37 +4 +22 105 +9 0 91 129 159 136
West North Central...... +22 -4 +13 54 +7 -3 44 168 189 163
South Atlantic...... +15 +9 +15 41 +16 +2 34 126 131 157
South Central. +31 +1 +14 466 4 0 397 156 184 154
Mountaine.veoimeiaaans +10 ~11 +20 67 +2 +1 55 207 230 176
PacifiCeeeeensneacnsotecnsnsocsssvesancansssncnrsnes +13 +3 +11 T4 -10 +5 40 226 244 233

x Insufficient data to show separately. 3 .

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories in
conjunction with sales.  No adjustment is made in these calculations for the markup of sales, which varies from irade to trade.

2 Not affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups.

3 Includes general-line electrical goods, wiring supplies, construction materials and apparatus wholesalers.
4 Totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately.

Note: Firms reporting in this survey are part of a probability sample representing merchant wholesalers in all Xinds of businegs. Each
firia selected in the sample has an assigned weight which reflects its probability of selection (or, in other terms, the number of fimms

in the trade which i1 represents in the sample). Large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight of ome (1). Other firms
are sampled at varying rates, depending upon sizes, with smaller firms having a lower probability of selection and thus a larger wpight.

Sales and inventory figures reported for any firm are multiplied by this weight and the results summarized to obtain percentage changes
and stock-sales ratios.

Data on reported dollar values, previously shown as a measure of coverage, are now omitted sinece the trend data are based on weighted

values, The number of establishments in the sample, from which reports were received in time for tabulation, are shown as an indication
of coverage.
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Annual Sales

Sales of merchant wholesalers for the year 1955
were 10 percent shead of 1954, Durable goods trades y
in total, showed an increase of 17 percent over 1954
sales as compared to an increase of 5 percent by the
non-durable goods trades.

-Increases over annual 1954 sales were reported in
all but 3 trades--inedible farm products (-~1%), farm
supplies (~2f), and grocery-specialty lines (-5%).
Iron and steel scrap, which had 1led all trades in
the year-ago sales comparisons throughout the Yyoar,
registered the principal gain (76%) over annual 1954
sales. Other substantial increases were Poportad
for waste waterials (40%), iron and steel products
(36%), and non-ferrous metals (324), The smallest
galns among the durable goods trades were indicated
by Jewelry (74) and hardware (8%). Among the non-
durable goods trades the larger gains were shown by
coal (24%), retailer-cooperative grocers (134), and
%n&s);trial chemicals (12%), paints and varnishes

1 .

All geographic divisions shared in ‘the increased
sales during 1955. The East North Central Division
recorded the principal gain, 14 percent over 1954
sales while the East South Central Division, up 4
percent, indicated the smallest increase.

December Sales

December 1955 sales of merchant wholesalers were
off 2 percent from November, but were 7 percent
higher than sales a year 'ago. The sharpest decline
from the previous month vas a seasonal drop of 20
percent for clothing, furnishings, and footwear.
Other large decreases were noted by dry goods (14%),
rlumbing and heating (14%), automotive equipment
(13%), and construction materials (13%)., Large in-
creases over November were reported by wines and
distilled spirits (164), amusement ami sporting goods

" (124), tobacco (11%), and beer (11%), Compared with

Docember sales a year ago, gains were noted in all
but 8 trades. Farm supplies (~18%) and inedible farm
products (~19%), showed the sharpest declines.. Iron
and steel “werap (40%) and iron and steel products
(39%), experienced the largest increases.

December 1955 sales in wmost geographic divisions
were slightly below November but moderately above
last December., The West North Central Division, down
7 percent, reported the largest decrease from the
previous month while the New England and East North
Central Divisions shared the principal inerease (13%)
over & year 8go. '

Inventories )

Inventories of wholesalers at year-end 1955 were
up 6 percent over stocks on hand a year ago, but
were down 3 percent from November 30, 1955, The
Decernber stock-sales ratio of - 115 percant was gap-
proximately the seme as the December 1954 ratie; but
was one polnt below the ratio of the previoud month,

SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS~- 1955 COMPARED WITH 1954
SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS
{Percent Change)
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By trade, significant changes from previous month -
inventorles were shown in amusement and sporting
goods (~11%), coal (-12%), beer (-124), fresh fruits
and vegetables (-14%), amdwine and distilled wpirits
(-204). Changes from previous year gtocks were more
substantial with sharp deelines shown Yy farm supplies
(27), and inedible farm products (29%), and large

" increases shown by plumbing and heating goods (20%),

plece goods converters (214), electrical equipment

" and supplies (21%), lumber and millwork (264), and

motor-vehicles (30%).

A1l geographle divisions noted declines from pre—~
vious month inventories ranging from 2 to 7 percent,
In comparigon with & year ago, only two divisions——
the West South Central (-2%) and +the East South
Central (-8%) reported declines and these were
largely due to substantial reductions in stocks of
inedible farm products in these reglons,

General :
Data shown inthis report are based on reports sub-
mitted by a reporting panel of over 11,000 establish-
ments which are representatiwve ofall merchant whole-
saler firms in the country. (See note on page 6.)
The reporting panel is part of a probability sample
developed by the Bureau of the Census to provide
netional dollar volume estimates of sales and in-
ventories of merchant wholesalers Wykind of business.
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SALES OF NERCHANT WHOLESALERS-SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS
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Teble 1.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

Page 3

DECEMBER 1955
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios
Percent change (at cost) {percent)
Number of
- Dec. 1955 12 mo.| establish- [ Percent change, | Number of :
Kind of business from=- 1955 mentis Pec. 1955 frow--| estsblish~ Dec Dec. Nov.
from | reporting, wenta 1955 | 1954 | 1955
Dec. Nov. 112 mo:| . Dec. 1955 | Dec, | Nov. reporting, .
1954 1958 1954 . 1954 1955 Dec. 1955
Merchant wholeB8lerS..sscscessscsesosssarearracse +7 =2 +10 11,378 +6 -3 7,758 115 115 116
Grocery, confectionery, meat WholesS8lerSeeescsscacensss =2 -l +2 1,308 +1 -4 1,039 85 83 86
General-line grocery wholesalers..... +6 -2 +6 7'36. +2 -5 676 108 114 111
Nonaffiliated?.... ceean saree +1 -4 +3 610 +4 -5 538 123 127 127
Voluntary groUPS.ccessssssvecessssscsvscnnsoncsanss +9 0 +7 157 0 ~dy 125 95 102 99
Retaller-cooperative..cevereeiireadsosnererensonnnee +13 +3 +13 19 =5 4 13 - 84 100 89
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers. -10 -7 -5 289 +2 -3 206 86 74 a7
Confectionery wholesalers.......... . -3 [s] +4 a3 -4 =10 . 36 67 T4 T4
Meat, meat products wholeSAlerB......icevrcversrrsnse -5 -6 +3 150 53 -3 121 26 23 24
Edible farm products distributorS.e.eececccesceecncrens +8 +1 +6 885 +13 -7 692 24 23 27
Dairy, poultry products distributors........ +11 [¢] +7 555 +18 -5 456 29 27 31
Fresh fruit, vegetable Wholesaler8...iveseecersavonsss +5 +2 +4 330 +2 ~14 236 17 17 21
Beer, wine, distllled spirits wholesalers.....eceeeeeon +3 +14 +5 519 +6 ~18 439 79 71 100 |
Beer distribubtorBesssacsssiccicatscensenss cesens +2 +11 A 131 +4 =12 105 69 47 159
Wine, distilled spirits wholesAlerS.......ceeeevsssses +3 +16 +7 38g +7 -20 334 83 82 120-
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesaloTSe...ev.uss +6 =7 +11 686 +6 =4 . 438 136 138 137
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty 1ines)....... +6 -7 +10 308 +6 =5 215 154 152 157
Industrial chemicals, explosives WholesglerS......... +9 -6 +12 219 +6 -1 155 84 . 86 82
Paint, varnish wholegalers..eseecreeceerserrevanannas +6 -8 +10 159 +7 ~3 68 205 191 194
Tobacco A18ErIDULOrSescetasescncnorocnenraseoroervenses +5 +11 +5 271 +1 -9 129 511 52 63
Dry goods, 8pparel WholaBaloISe s seeseeveesessosasoonns +3 ~15 +8 405 +3 -3 193 202 183 177
Clothing, furnishings, footwear WholesalorS.........» 0 -20 +6 95 +1 [} 41 192 168 165
Dry goods wholésalers (general and specialty lines).. +9 =14 +7 193 -5 =7 95 201 209 177
Piloce go0ds CONVOIteXB.asesvsacerrscsossoncccvancnsas -5 =12 +11 117 $21 +3 57 214 159 188
Furniture, home furnishings wholesSalerS......eceecensss +13 -8 +14 331 +9 -6 165 132 127 126
Furniture wholesalerS..ccvecceuicascnsss vessasane +9 [4] +16 .126 +1 =5 72 124 130 139
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalers........ +16 -12 +14 205 +15 -7 93 136 126 120
Paper, allied products wholes8lerS....eseseccccessseasse +12 -4 +11 485 +7 +1 309 99 103 91
Paper WhHOLeBAleTB..suesssscssstancorerannoes +13 ) +11 303 ] 32 22T 93 57 86
Stationery, wallpaper WholeSAleTS.....eeeeeeeascessan +7 +1 +9 182 +2 -1 88 146 153 134
Inedible farm products morchants...ceicsvsceencvannsnse ~19 <12 =1 268 =29 -4 174 123| 141 111
Automotive WholeBBler8...esvesrsnssesnssnssrcsasenaones +9 =11 +15 641 +13 4] 410 203 183 178
Motor-vehicle distributors..ecesciescescnresas ssee +6 -7 +20 76 +30 +9 50 126 98 105
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers.......... +10 =13 +13 565 +8 -2. 360 240§ © 231 210
Electrical, electfonic ; &ppliance goods distributors... +11 +3 +12 _879 +19 =5 754 123 113 136
Electriec oquipment, supplies wholesalers®.......c.... +12 +6 +13 569 +21 =5 529 121 109 141
Electrical appliances, TV .and redio sets and parts, . ’
and electronic parts, equipment distributors........ +11 0 +11 310 +16 -4 225 127 118 131
Hardwere, plumbing, heating goods Wholeg8lerS.......... +9 -12 +1.0 545 +13 ~2 368 222 218 199 .
Hardware WholeSBlerSee.esvesssscsoscrssassonasocnnrss +6 -10 +8 222 +8 -3 171 236 230 216
Plumbing, heating goods d1stributorB..e.vecesecesanes +13 =14 +13 323 +20 -1 197 205 201 178
Lumber, construciion materials distributors... 0 =9 +14 548 +20 +4 367 126 102 110
Lumber, willwork wholesalerS.s...cesesescs. -l -7 +16 327 +26 +5 252 136 108 123
Construction materials distributors...c.eeeeseeveenens +1 =13 +12 221 +3 +1 115 100 20 81
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributorS....ceseesrss +21. +1 414 2,036 +9 +1 1,388 190 208 189
Afr conditioning, commercial refrigerstion equip- K :
ment dlatributora..iveiciiiiiiririiiintistesainenanan +14 +3 +13 128 +9 0 7% 157 173 156
Commercial machines, equipment distributors.......... +14 +8 +11 129 +9 +1 85 162 146 165
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies houses..... +26 +1 +14 917 +5 +1 705 167 194 169
Professional equipment, supplies housSes®........c.see +13 + +9 440 +11 0 262 201 194 217
Surgieal, medical, hospital supply housSeS8.......... +16 +10 +12 7 +6 +2 41 153 158 73
Service establishment equipment, supplies houses..... +13 -8 +11 163 -2 c 86 162 182 145
Other machinery, equipment distributorS....s.ceeecesss +21 +1 +20 259 +17 +2 176 285 300 268
Metals, metalwork (except scrap) distributors.......... +36 +1 +34 308 +10 +3 200 139 182 130
Iron, steel and products distributorS..c.cveeeccssses +39 ~1 +36 214 +15 +4 137 175 223 161
Nonferrous metals A1stributor8...evcssesccrenrcnnoncs +31 +4 +32 94 -5 4] 63 73 110 73
Iron-steel acrap, waste materiale dealerS.....cvceseese +37 +2 +60 296 +8 +4 167 61 76 57
Iron~steel scrap de8lorSesveecercccccsnen +40 +5 +76 172 +2 +9 91 54 T4 47
Waste waterials dealers.... rssesesestenerenrens +32 -3 +40 124 +15 0 76 69| - 78 70
Other merchant wholesalers®.....u.eeveseesnsevacencsnns +10 +3 +11 967 =5 ~5 526 94 111 98
Amusement, aporting goods WholeSAlerS..ee.essssccsses +15 +12 +9 139 -3 -11 75 103. 105 148
Book, periodical, newspaper WholeSBloTS....eveeeees.s +13 +3 +9 110 +6 -3 31 128 147 144
Coal WhOleBALEISesssivresesrsctsenssssinrsencnosncses +22 +8 +24 220 +10 -12 108 47 59 60
Farm supplies wholesalers......... ceass .e ~18 +10 -2 193 =27 +6 147 168 203 184
Jowelry WhOleBBLOYB..esesvesssseessssasnscssosconasan +4 +10 +7 122 -4 -5 58 153 190 159

See page 6 for footnotes.
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Table 2.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS
DECEMBER 1955

Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios*
(at 2ost) (percent)
Percent change b " prr "
. . . s umber o Percent change - umper o
Kind of business and geographic division Dec. 1955 12 mo. establish- |Dec. 1955 frgmi- establish-
(See map above) from— 1955 ments ments Dee. Dec. Nov.
: i from reporting, reporting, 1955 1954 1955
Do | Mo 192 wo. | Dec. 1955 | Dee. | Mov. | poROTIRE :
1954 1955 195, B * 1954 1955 °
Merchent wholesalers, total%............ N +7 -2 +10 11,378 +6 -3 7,758 115 115 116
New England...oveiveirorennenennnsns . +13 +1 +9 556 +3 -2 332 101 109 103
Middle Atlantic..... . +6 ~3 +9 2,592 +7 ~2 1,488 103 99 101
East North Central.. . +13 -3 +14 2,190 +8 -2 1,563 104 107 100
West North Central.. . +1 -7 +8 1,095 +6 -2 769 149 139 141
South Atlantic..... . . +8 -2 +12 1,164 +10 -7 853 119 113 128
East South Central. . 0 +1 +4 506 -8 -6 374 123 139 135
West South Central....ocveeveransen.. . +1 +1 +6 1,394 -2 -6 1,119 134 142 146
. ~1 -3 +11 404 +5 4 306 144 140 149
. +11 0 +13 1,477 +14 ~2 954 124 117 129
General-line grocery wholesalers......... Cereann vee +6 =2 +6 786 +2 ~5 676 108 114 111
Middle Atlantic...eovavesnonn... ean +19 +3 +5 84 +2 +2 76 115 139 113
East North Central.... . +15 +4 +6 103 -4 =7 78 94 116 104
West North Central,. . +11 -6 +8 122 +7 -3 113 116 118 114
South Atlantic...... . -8 -1 +3 57 +10 ~3 42 133 113 140
East South Central.. s ~7 -4 -2 46 -2 -2 40 102 106 101
West South Central.. .. -1 -6 +5 164 +3 -10 140 117 115 125
e & T, . +20 +3 +18 35 +6 -14 33 69 70 83
PacifiC.eueinniniincnsiniennn serermaenan [T +5 -5 +10 168 -6 -2 150 102 115 .96
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers........ veearan .. ~10 =7 -5 289 +2 -3 206" 86 74 87
New England.......ocui.s P +2 +4 +1 17 ~18 -7 E 80 115 95
Middle Atlantic.... Chenee -16 ~12 ~10 123 0 +7 81 77 66 70
East North Central. fehenas -5 +6 +3 35 +35 -3 26 85 63 90
West North Central. .. +5 -3 -3 9 -11 -5 7 80 7 70
South Atlantic....ivvvun..... .. +11 0 +8 24 +8 -6 16 17 158 184
South Central. ceree .o ~31 -11 -5 40 =11 =27 35 77 72 110
- B i T S . +1 -6 +1 38 +17 -8 30 T4 67 75
Dairy, poultry products distributors......... . +11 0 +7 555 +18 =5 456 29 27 31
NOW ENgLande.e.vunsssuneennnarennns . +3 -3 +9 7 1x) x) (=) (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic..... P . +2 +2 +4 93 +7 -18 59 18 17 22
East North Central,.. +13 -7 +6 104 +20 -8 79 23 23 27
South Atlantic....... . +9 +7 +12 103 +5 -1 94 32 31 36
South Centrale..veiieeeeeeurirnniennnnss .. +17 -0 +11 64 -2 +3 55 24 320 23
Pacific. ettt rreriieninnnnnnnnn IR T R P, +9 +3 +6 109 +10 =7 100 36 35 39

See page 6 for footnotes.
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Table 2.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS-~Conmtinued

DECEMBER 1955

Inventory, end-of-month

Stock-sales ratios?

Sales
(at cost) {percent)
Kind of business and geographic division Percent change ¥umber of |Percent change, | Number of
(Ses maD, page 4) Dec, 1955 12 mo, | establish- {Dec. 1955 from-- | éstablish~ Dec ’ Dec Nov.
£rome= 1955 ments - . ments 195 ; 1951: 1955 .
Dec. Nov. from reportigg Dec. Nov. repor;igxsag
1954 | 1955 -|12 mo- |Dec. 19 1955 | 1955 | Dee-

Fresh frult, vegetable wholesalers..evevsrsrsasacass +5 +2 % 330 +2 =14 236 17 17 21
NEW Eglands.eeseesececsseennseaass 3 25 -3 11 (=) x) [¢3) (x) (x) (x)
Middle AtlantiCeesencesenonannvs +8 +1 +8 43 +4 -21 20 12 12 15

+5 +5 +3 38 -8 -21 28 8 10 11
-1 -1 -3 57 ~27 21 4é4 25 20 29
South Atlanticesssessssssocssnsssssane +3 +19 +6 29 +6 % 22 20 a8 24
South Centraless.. +6 +16 +2 46 +14 -5 33 27 26 34
PACI iCainsacrtaseortssennstontenssonosensasasnes +7 -6 +8 77 -1 ~14 59 17 18 24

Drug wholesalers (general and specialty lines)..... +6 -7 +10 308 +6 -5 215 154, 152 157
‘Hew Englandesescesseseosesscesssnnsocsosmonsarces | © 46 e +10 18 +8 -8 13 143 139 162
Middle AtlantiCeceesenssoencsse +2 ~16 +9 65 ~1 -6 38 141 137 148
East North Central.se.... © 49 -8 +9 56 +15 -3 33 140 133 133
West North Central....evee.s +h -2 +6 27 +2 -3 24 157 162 159
South AtlantiCeeesevecenvass +7 -1 +12 47 +4 -6 36 T 159 163 169
Eagt South Centraliceveecsan +2 0 +9 15 +6 =7 12 156 160 168
Weat South Central.. +10 ] +11 AL, +5 -7 33 179 192 193
Mountaines easassaansess +3 -9 +10 12 +2 ~7 8 215 205 208
PaclfiCescessecncennnns vessssvrearsaracsrone +4 ~10 +12 27 +15 -5 18 148 131 140

Tobacco disyributors..... +5 +11 +5 271 +1 -9 129 51 52 63
New Englandeseeecsacsss +5 +6 +8 30 -6 ~11 9 58 70 66
Middle Atlantici.eocnns +3 +11 +2 54 +16 ~1 32 49 46 57
East North Central.. +5 +10 +6 44 +7 -16 26 45 43 54
Weat North Central...., -11 +10 +1 21 ~21 ~-14 15 56 64 66
South Atlantic.essssses +11 +17 +6 29 -5 =7 22 45 56 59
South Centrale.scnescss +11 +20 +5 43 =10 ~15 18 53 45 83
PACIfICaeseetscssasasancstssnnsescesossonasecnaa +14 +5 +11 39 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)

Dry goods, apparel wholeS@lerS.ssscsssscosssasssnee 43 =15 +8 405 +3 =3 193 202 183 177
New Englandecescscessossssascesconce +1 ~19 +7 16 -20 -10 | 6 171 203 123
Middle Atlantic..... 0 ~14 +7 264 +7 -6 22 190 164 167
East North Central... +6 -15 +9 35 -9 ~ | 19 173 213 160
West North Central.. +15 =27 0 18 +2 + 11 318 324 278
South AtlantiCessnecesssees PR +11 -20 +13 15 +1 =12 7 181 191 157
South Central.ceseessss enseeres +16 -9 +11 26 -18 ~13 10 120 176 117
PRCIfiCieiesentcninosasennsscsaarasasnssnnassnases +13 -13 +14 30 +7 +7 17 333 219 285

Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers...esveeecsss +13 -8 +14 331 +9 -6 165 132" 127 126
Middle AtlantiCeeeeesassrneisansccasorcssnns +6 -16 +11 105 -2 -3 41 140 105 93
Eagt North Central.iecesececssscenassssanans +15 -9 +15 69 +6 -11 36 118 123 111
West North Central..cesceessssssavesscesossannsss -8 ¢} +8 18 ~3 -13 13 77 166 209
South Atlanticeeesiviecasnase +10 +1 +15 37 +8 -10 24 133 133 148
South Central.. asaceessena +30 +12 +19 44, +13 =7 26 173 194 226
PaCiflCiuciaaeaavsnionnsacrsssansossscssasannssea +22 +2 +23 34 +20 -2 14 117 134 120

Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalersacesess. +10° ~13 +13 565 +8 -2 360 240 231 210
Middle Atlanticecseicescscanassasnsssossanansnns +10 -13 +10 85 +5 0 52 251 228 223
Fast North Centralesseceecsss +25 -16 +19 100 +10 -2 72 180 202 151
West North Central..esvessss +19 -6 +9 66 (x) (x) . (x) (x). (x) {x)
South AtlantiCeeecscesss +5 wde +17 59 +8 -8 46 252 251 255
Eagt Scuth Central...... +1 ~13 +14 75 +23 -5 70 248 189 223
West Sonth Centrale.ceescesssssesosse § -2 -1 +5 27 +5 -2 | 24 336 307 286
PAC T iCe s eaneetnnsutruonsrcasossvacasasnsnsasnses +21 -10 +18 92 +15 +3 25 226 241 215

Electrical equipment, supplies wholesalers? veeesnes +12 +6 +13 569 . +21 -5 529 121 109 141
New Englandseesscosssssensencascnsnsasnncee +19 +22 +12 32 +23 =9 32 120 116 161
Middle Atlantic®..cuvvenennines +19 +7 +10 T +13 +2 64 109 102 129
Eagt North Central... +8 +3 +12 158 +10 -7 144 107 104 123
West North Central,.. +8 +8 +9 55 +22 ) 52 126 111 145
South Atlantic....... +9 +7 +15 92 +25 ~9 85 130 114 149
East South Central... +11 +2 +13 33 +49 ~10 30 159 106 208
West South Central... +14 +18 +17 56 +27 +1 55 161 146 190
Mountain. cseeecesscsssannnsas . +8 6] +15 21 +36 -5 21 120 . 9% 126

T +11 +2 +21 48 +29 -6 46 125 102 136

Electrical appliances, eiectronic parts distributomrs +11 Q +11 310 +16 =4 225 127 1318 131
New England.cesssesss +22 -10 +7 12 +15 +6 10 105 114 93
Middle Atlantic...... +9 -6 +12 70 +2 4 46 112 134 111
East North Central.... +11 +2 +10 64 +28 -1 51 142 123 149
West North Central,... -1 -6 -1 36 +19 -3 21 133 114 121
South Atlantic.c..v... +22 +8 +15 42 +30 =1 28 109 100 116
East South Central..,. -2 +6 +12 13 +14 ~5 1 173 146 192
West South Central... +8 -1 +8 24 +10 -12 20 131 123 148
Pacificiceeiinarioneesenaensccninssresaracsananee +15 +2 +19 49 +16 -9 32 119 122 115

Hardware wholesalers.... +H ~10 +8 222 +8 -3 171 236 230 216
Middle Atlantic.... +9 A +8 29 +3 -9 12 133 163 157
East North Certral. +17 -8 +7 37 +9 -2 34 220 227 200
Weet North Central. -1 24 4 26 +10 +2 25 308 275 239
South Atlantie..... +7 -16 +1L 30 +1 +1 22 293 .285 232
East South Central. -1 -7 +10 22 +5 ~12 17 216 202 225
West .South Central. +4 =10 +9 24 +14 -2 22 197 194 181
Mountaine.esaoreons ane ese +9 +3 +20 11 +7 ~4 10 215 223 232
Pacificec.ienireenccossnrrocesnscnsacnsansnssannn -1 -9 +9 36 +10 ~ 27 276 242 258

" See footnotes at bottom of page 6.
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Table 2.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

DECEMBER 1955

Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-gales ratiost
Percent change Number of {at cost) (percent)
Kind of business and geographic division Dec. 1955 12 mo. estabiish— ]l;ercent chenge, |Number of
(See map,page 4) fromm— 1955 ments ec. 1955 from-- |establish- | p. . Dec. Nov.
? reporting, ments
. from Dec. 1955 Dec N . 1955 1954 1955
. . . [ 12porting,
Dec. | Nov. 112 mo. 1954 | 1955 |Dec. 1955
1954 1955 1954 °
Pluwbing, héatipg g004S WholeSBlerS.ascsicsssonrasss +13 14 +13 323 +29 R 197 205 201 178
New England...ovvsrsunseccsssas +9 ~17 +13 19 +7 -2 14 326 352 281
Middle Atlantic...vivaneenn.. +18 ~15 +11 113 +21 0 53 197 225 162
East North Central.....esuu. +13 22 +14 48 +26 0 35 163 138 133
West North Central.......... +9 ~16 +6 31 +15 -2 29 221 209 193
South Atlantic..... +18 -9 +19 45 +24 -7 32 176 175 181
South Central..v.vveverevernsnesonan . +9 +1 +9 24 +14 -2 18 192 186 201
Pacific....... +2 -16 +16 34 +41 +2 10 235 174 187
Lumber, construction waterials deglers......... rasma 0 -9 +14 548 +20 +4 367 126 102 110
New England....... caresaraneans . +3 ~14 +12 31 +5 +2 22 | 128 124 116
Middle Atlantic....... +11 -5 +12 111 +20 +4 80 121 96 98
East Norih Central. +1 =11 +15 131 +20 +3 68 121 101 98
West North Central. ~12 -12 +14 37 +26 -1 23 148 91 116
South Atlantic....... +11 ~10 +26 57 +23 +2 40 145 126 133
South Central..eiserecnness =17 -15 +9 69 +15 +6 58 183 144 145
PaCifiCeerrnranceecrrosnennns -3 4 +16 103 +32 +8 69 91 70 97
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies distributars| +26 +1 +14 917 +5 +1 705 167 194 169
Nev England...v.eiean riescsvavacanstssareenansens +28 -4 +8 13 +18 +9 7 226 203 177
Middle Atlantie... +24 +3 +6 71 -2 +3 46 143 131 138
East North Central. +20 -8 +22 106 +14 +5 78 157 147 134
West North Central... +14 - =16 +13 69 +3 +3 - 47 211 198 191
South Atlantic..... +33 -6 +17 46 +16 0 42 16l 182 152
South Central. . +35 +10 +16 476 -3 -1 405 147 221 167
Mountain. .. + +17 +18 63 +4 +4% 47 198 202 1225
PacifiCecevasvnnerass +33 +8 +13 73 +15 -3 33 230 264 279

>1c Insufficient date to show separately.

4 Totels include data for some kinds of business not shown separately.

Stock-~sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by tobtal sales for an identical

group of firms reporiing inventories
in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculations for the markup of sales, which varies from traede to trade.
2 Not affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups.

3 Tneludes general-line selectrical goods, wiring supplies, conmstruction materials end apparatus wholesalers.

5 In November 1955 report, percent change in sales.snown for this division under column "November 1955 from November 1954" should be changed

from +1 to +10, and stock-sales ratio shown for November 1954 should be changed from 126 to 142.

lNote: Firms reporting in this survey are part of & probability sample representing merchent wholesalers in all kinds of business:
Each firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight which reflscts its probability of selection (or, in other terms, the number
of firms in the trade vhich it represents in the sample). Large firws are selected with certainty, thus heving & weight of one (1).

Other firms are sampled at varying rates, depending upon sizes, with smaller firme heving a lower probability of selection-and thus
a larger welght.

Sales and inventory figures reported for any firm are multiplied by this weight and the resulis sumwarized to obiain percentage
changes and stock-sales ratios. .

Data on reported dollar values, previously shown as s measure of coverage, are now omitted since the trend data aré based on weighted
values. The number of esteblishments in the sample, frow which reports were received in time for tabulation, are shown as an
indication of coverage.




