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SALES AND INVENTORIES

pata shown in this report are based on reports
submitted by a reporting panel of over 11,000 estab-
1ishments which are representative of all merchant
wholesaler firms in the country (see note on page 6).
The reporting panel is part of a probability sample
recently developed by the Bureau of ‘the Census to
provide national dollar volume estimates of sales
and inventories of merchant wholesalers by kind of
business.

Sales

~Sales of merchant wholesalers in January 1956 de~
clined seasonally by 9 percent from December but were
12 percent higher than in January 1955, Durable goods
trades, in total, showed a decrease of 7 percent from
the previous month sales but increased 17 percent
over a year ago. Nondurable goods trades showed a
gharper decline from December sales (10%) and a
smaller gain (5%) over last January.

Most trades indicated declines from December sales.
The largest decreases were noted for amusement and
sporting goods (43%), Jjewelry (48%), and wine and
distilled spirits (50%4). Farm supplies, up 16 per=
cent, indlcated the largest increase, (Compared with
a year ago, lower sales were reported in only five
trades—-fresh fruits and vegetables (-2%) ymeat (-4%),
piece goods (~4%), farm supplies (~11%), and inedible
farm products (~12%). All other trades registered
increases over year-ago sSales. Substantial gains
were shown for paper (25%), industrial machinery
(27%), nonferrous metals (36%), coal (37%), wdste
materials (42%), iron and steel products (42%), and

iron and steel scrap (83%)--the last trede showing
the principal gain for the 12th consecubive month.

A1l geographic divisions showed sales declines from
December, ranging from 3 percent in the West South
Central Division to16 percent in New England. Small
increases over year-ago sales were mnoted in the East
South Central Division (1%), the West North Central
Division (3%), and in New England (7%). More sub-
stantial gains—-between 10 and 17 percent--were in-
dicated in the remaining six divisions, with the
Fast North Central and the West South Centrel Divi-
sions sharing the principal inerease.

Inventories

January 31 inventories of wholcsalers rose slightly
(1%) over December 31 stocks, and were 8§ percent
above the year-ago level. The January stock-sales
ratio of 131 percent was 15 points above the ratio
of the previous month but 3 points lower than the
January 1955 ratio.

Most trades indicated only small changes, generally
upward, from previous month inventories. Coal, down
13 percent, and meat, up 11 percent, reported the
largest inventory changes. Compared with a year 2go,
iron and steel scrap, down 17 percent, and inedible
farm products, down 20 percent, noted the most sub~-
gtantial declines among the 5 trades reporting re-
duced stocks. All other trades had larger inven—
tories than a year ago, with electrical appliances
(22%), electrical equipment (21%), and home furnish~
ings (21%), showing substantial increases.
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Table 1.~-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

JANUARY 1956

Page 3

UNITED STATES, BY XIND OF BUSINESS

Sales

Percent change

Inventory, end-of-month

Stock-sales ratios!

(at cost) (percent)
Jan 1956 Nunber of :
Kind of business ‘;:2 13‘;__ establish~| Percent change, | Number of
ments Jan, 1956 from-— | establish-| j 7 e
reporting, mente an. an. c.
Jan. Dec. Jan. 1956 Jan. Dec. reporting 1956 1955 {1955
’
1955 1955 1955 1955 Jan. 1956
Merchant WholesSalerSescescsetsssansessconssionns +12 -9 11,545 +8 +1 8,043 131 134 116
Grocery, confectionery, meat wholesalers......cseevess 4 0 1,293 +6 0 1,004 89 86 90
General-line grocery wholesalerS.e..cssessecscss ET:) (] JWU +6 4] 666 114 112 Ti4
Nongffiliatedz.......;.......... ceesenrense +1 -1 586 +7 0 - 522 134 127 130
Voluntary groupsS..cseecsss resensene +9 -1 177 +1 -1 134 104 108 104
Retailer-cooperativescvrsscsessssssssssscssoccnnns +12 +*% 17 +11 +1 "10 y¥d 79 83
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers.. +6 +1 272 +5 -3 187 81 78 91
Confectionery wholesalers.eecssses +7 -8 93 +17 +5 41 90 81 79
Meat, meat products wholesalerS...eeesesessscsccnsas | 4 b 148 +8 +11 110 25 20 20
Edible farm products distributors......oeceveencacaans +7 =11 893 +2 +3 704 31 32 26
Dairy, poultry products distributors...... +12 -12 577 +7 +2 477 31 33 26
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalerSescscscacnsevrones -2 -9 316 -8 +7 227 31 31 25
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers............. +5 ~40 518 41 0 437 118 123 69
Beer Aistributors..ce.esevsrnaresscnssvansnriess . +3 -14 134 -6 +8 119 60 64 46
Wine, distilled spirits wholesalers....ceececscoscess +6 -50 384 +3 -2 -338 160 164 79
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalers..coeeves +15 +5 693 +7 +3 464 156 1 157 159
Drug vholesalers (general and specialty lines)...... +15 + 316 +7 +3 77 150 160 156
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesalers... +15 +2 226 49 +2 161 162 136 159
Paint, varnish wholesalers...c..cccrssrevnoesarnonss +13 +5 151 +5 +1 81 193 218 200
Tobaces AiStribUtorSeeeceereseenasass Ceeeerriieeaeaaas +5 -18 281 +7 +3 162 66 68 54
Dry goods, apparel wholesalers....... rasenn ceaereen ren +3 4% 389 +7 +3 200 192 195 177
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalerS......... +5 =16 101 + T 4h N 194 213 164
Dry goods wholesalers (general ‘and specialty iines) . +11 -2 163 +5 +4 N §, 181 192 166
Piece g0OdS CONVETTETS..csecscorsrvossencnscrsoncnss 4 +8 125 +11 +2 203 184 208
Furniture, ‘home furnishings WholesalerS.........eceoes +12 ~14 344 +17 +4 o185 185 170 148
Furniture wholesalers......... resesserrenses . +14 -1l "111) ., 48 +1 65 166 171 140
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalerS....... +10 ~15 233| . +21 +5 100 195 170 152
Paper, allied products wholesalers. +22 .43 461 +5 =1 269 112 131 115
Paper wholeSalerS. .ceveveeecnassass ceenons +25 +5 293 +5 [e] 195 101 123 104
Stationery, wallpaper WhOleSALlETS.sc.vssscesansrsoesr +4 -8 168 +6 -7 T4 234 199 225
Inedible farm products merchants........ Cesresavssrans -12 -7 284 ~20 s 1':3.8 132 146 120
Automotive wholesalers....esses taeissaceneriresesranaa +10 -10 672 +12 +1 458 200 190 180
Motor-vehicle distributors....... tresscesesnnans +12 +4 66 +20 -5 57 104 112 95
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesaleTS......... +9 -16 606 +10 +3 401 256 249 214
Electrical, electronic, appliance goods distributors.. +14 -16 895 +21 +3 770 153 144 126
Electrical equipment, supplies wholesalers3eessseess +16 -15 573 +21 +1 536 153 150 126
Flectrical appliances, TV and radio sets and paris,
and electronic parts, equipment distributors....... +11 -16 322 +22 +5 234 153 137 124
Hardware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalers. +13 -9 605 +10 +4 416 248 258 214
Hardware wholesalerSsssesssssesse PRI serse +15 =14 241 +12 +7 184 275 282 223
Plumbing, heating goods distributors......c.e...... . +12 -3 364 +6 0 232 209 224 199
Lumber, construction materials distributors.....c..ce. L 49 +4 565 414 +2 399 149 140 - 149
Lumber, miliwork wholeSAlers.......ieces-. +5 +7 333 +14 a3 245 155 146 169
Construction materials distributors.c.c.vecses +13 -5 232 +14 +1 154 138 129 117
Machinery, equipment, supplies Aistributors®.coeieeran +19 4 2,058 +14 +2 1,413 130 200 178
Air conditioning, commercial refrigeration equip-
ment distributors.c........ IS vessemrsaeniesanee +21 -2 102 +17 +4 67 249 258 231
Commercial machines, equipment distributors......... +12 =15 151 +7 +1 99 146 165 133
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies houses.... +27 -6 962 2 +2 724 165 198 144
Professional equipment, supplies houses®......... +7 ~10 422 +4 0 245 214 223 189
Surgical, medical, hospital Supply houseS......... +9 -8 79 +10 +1 b 189 176 175
Service establishment equipment, supplies houses.... +7 ~7 } 160 +11 +2 90 170 166 155
Metals, metalwork (except scrap) distribubors...ce.... +0 -5 282 11 +2 191 128 169 125
Iron, steel and products distributors....... +42 -4 195 +12 +3 136 160 212 157
Nonferrous metals Aistributors....eeceecessss 436 -5 87 +6 -2 35 49 66 47
Iron-steel scrap, waste materials deglerS........ce.es +67 + 293 =9 =4 175 37 3 4L
Iron-steel serap dealerS.veeessees s roas veene +83 + 172 -17 -6 112 33 75 39
Waste materials deBlerS.....seesasesvescsssornsonons +42 +4 121 +10 +1 63 47 68 46
Other merchant wholesalers®..... saaneanes eesesaenarans +16 =14 1,019 +4 o] 598 129 138 113
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers. cose +12 -43 144 +e +5 110 252 266 137
Book, periodical, mewspaper wholesalers. N +7 =15 133 +11 o 52 125 124 166
Coal wholesalers.s..... eareese e e cees +37 -4 230 % -13 117 39 52 45
Farm supplies wholesalers. .. aeenn 11 +16 222 -8 +1 167 149 148 170
Jewelry wholeSalerSe. oesouasonsoncapsanrsnnsesnngse +7 ~48 128 +5 +4 57 316 | 328 | 143

See page 6 for footnotes.
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SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
JANUARY 1956 COMPARED WITH JANUARY 1955

Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

JANUARY 1956
Sales Iventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios!
Percent change | Nunber of (at cost) (percent)
establish-
Kind of business and geographic division Jan. 1956 ments §:£ce;;52h;rn§;: _ g‘:::i{igf‘_
- (See map above from-— reporting, * nents Jan. Jan. Dee.
] Jan. 1956 reporting, | 1956 | 1955 | 1955
Jan. Y Dec. Jan. Dec. Jan. 1956
1955 1955 1955 1955 *
Merchant wholesalers, t0t81%.c.veeeernnenrneens . +12 -9 11,545 +8 +1 8,043 131 134 116
New England...eecoeea.. earaeas +7 ~-16 586 ~1 +1 329 114 117 97
Middle Atlantie.... +12 -9 2,549 +7 -1 1,510 109 1ls 99
East North Centralec.s.cveiaeanon.s +17 ~10 2,205 +9 +1 1,616 112 120 9
Weat North Central. cas +3 -13 1,171 +10 +1 873 161 148 137
South Atlantic........ P +13 -6 1,222 +11 +5 849 144 145 127
East South Central. +1 <7 528 +5 +4 408 159 157 145
West South Central...... +17 =3 1,404 +3 +1 1,131 157 180 148
Mountain..veecisansnnnnnns +13 -6 403 +14 +8 309 183 172 155
PacifiC.iiseeserseivnnanonnans +10 =7 1,477 +1d +1 1,018 42 133 127
General-line grocery WhOleSaLeTS...e.eeeseseeeoeconnss +6 0 780 +6 Q 666 114 112 114
Middle AtlantiCe.eerasennnsan oo +10 -1 84 +5 -1 72 102 106 106
see +10 ~5 108 +8 -2 86 101 103 98
eresasaes veases +4 +2 119 ¥12 4 111 96 g8 104
South Atlantic.sueiseneananas ese +1 -2 57 +12 +2 44 158 146 151
Eagt South Central...... ses -5 4 45 -6 0 39 145 146 138
West South Central... vee +6 + 153 +5 +4 11 04 104 102
Mountain. “renessiessenisannan searenne “ee +19 +3 27 +13 +4 22 162 170 150
2T & T D +6 +9 175 +2 Toa2 152 96 9% 100
Speclalty-1line grocery wholesalers..... +6 +1 272 +5 =3 187 81 78 9
New Englendesseescesssss +16 +5 14 (x) (x) (x) - (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic.... +3 +11 1l6 +2 -9 75 57 64 82
Eagt North Central... +17 ~14 39 +8 -2 31 76 84 67
West North Central. +Hh -12 11 +15 +2 8 164 167 137
+19 +5 19 (x) -~ {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
+1 4] 33 +15 -2 25 113 112 119
0 -6 37 +3 -4 29 90 68 91
Dairy, poultry products distributors..... teeenassanane +12 -12 577 +7 +2 477 3 33 26
New England.e.ceeseenn.s. . +3 -9 17 -11 e 14 24 30 21
Middle Atlantic.... +9 ~8 104 +9 +7 70 23 23 19
East North Central. +18 ~14 119 +23 +3 91 30 30 26
West North Central. +21 -13 52 +12 -7 46 73 69 62
Scuth Atlantic....... +16 ~12 103 =1 -5 95 22 25 20
South Central. ceterrecrenan +11 -7 58 -6 +2 49 32 39 29
Pacific....uuins L T T T T PN +9 -19 114 =3 +7 102 35 39 27

See page 6 for footnotes.




Tdble 2.-~-TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued
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JANUARY 1956
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios®
Percent change ] . (at cost) percent)
Number o
Kind of business and geographic division Jan. 1956 establish~ | percent lchange, Number of
(See map, page 4) from-~ ments Jan. 1956 from-- | establish~
- . reporting - ments Jan. } Jan. Dec.
Jan. Dec. Jan. 1956 Jan. Dec. reporting | 1990 | 1997 | 1999
1955 1955 1955 1955 Jan. 1956
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalerS.cessessraansrerocses -2 -9 316 -8 +7 227 31 31 25
New Englafde.eeeecencoscssoveeionen ST =7 by 13 -3 +7 10 22 21 20
Middle Atlantic... g crersee -1 =14 39 +2 +16 21 19 19 14
East North Central P -9 -11 45 0 +17 30 32 26 22
West North Central.. vesss 4 -10 53 -6 0 46 32 33 30
South Atlantic...cesse. [ +1 <13 29 0 +6 17 40 41 34
South Central.. verenen +14 -8 32 +1 =9 21 39 48 37
PACI I C e rarrsosscsoranessoorrassssossonancnsesanss =3 -5 76 -16 +10 59 34 35 29
Drug wholesalers {general and specialiy lines). 15 +6 316 +7 +3 222 150° 160 156
New Englande.seesessssronacssosorssonasanniton +23 -6 22 +9 +8 15 151 129 142
Middle Atlantic... 49 +3 75 +8 +6 42 151 149 150
East North Central.. +15 +10 53 +6 +2 37 141 167 150
West North Central. +10 +5 22 +2 +1 18 164 183 170
South Atlantic..... +14 +1 4 +9 +7 36 162 169 159
East South Central. +16 +2 13 +7 -2 11 170 184 177
‘West South Central. +17 +6 41 +7 +2 33 169 187 174
Mountaine.eesesues +33 +20 16 +19 +15 11 168 174 191
PRCIFIC. s eesssnsnncionnssarsosssasasnasnossssascansne +15 +13 30 “ 46 +1 13 126 135 140
Tobacco distributors. serrane +5 ~18 281 +7 +3 162 46 68 54
New England....isee.. ceenae +5 =33 37 [€3) [63) ) 3) & |
Middle Atlantic..ecsecss +5 ~22 |- 43 49 -3 24 95 97 T4
East North Central... % -22 52 +13 +6 38 69 65 2
. -8 ~29 23 -5 0 16 66 63 54
South AtlantiCe.csisesess eene . +11 =15 | 28 +h +7 18 70 73 51
South Centrale..cescssss . +6 -6 44 +5 +6 25 61 63 55
PaCifiCersvecnesrnesrancesrarssassorasareanssssacssn e ~4 43 +1 +# 34 48 58 43
Dry goods, apparel wholesalers.......vevcevcecrasecsss +3 4 389 47 +3 200 192 195 177
New Englande.ccnvecsnossnsacess . +e +2 19 o] -8 8 122 126 16l
Middle Atlantie...... +1 -3 261 +7 0 126 176 185 164
East North Central... +28 =22 27 +11 +10 17 169 195 120
West North Central... +9 +9 21 +20 +12 18 245 233 304
South Atlantice.... +3 ~18 22 +3 +7 12 227 238 143
South Central..eeasecessoccocanen +9 ~16 15 <10 +14 7 28 264 327
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers........seeee.. +12 =14 344 17 +4 165 1835 170 148
Middle Atlantic..cveversaes +16 12 98 +20 +1 45 164 146 140
East North Central. +9 -19 7L +17 3 45 i8L 165 138
West North Central. +13 -8 23 +28 ¢} 13 227 202 181
South AtlantiCe.eseeces. 4 ~21 41 +1 +5 19 245 216 180
South Central.. +12 15 43 +14 4 20 250 222 193
Pacific..... satasssracanns +12 -5 42 +20 +15 12 169 166 139
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers. 19 ~16 606 +10 +3 401 256 249 214
Middle Atlantic. 421 ~17 a3 +13 -1 56 201 236 174
East North Central. +12 ~19 101 +10 +3 68 202 192 162
West North Central. 0 -18 66 +9 + 19 34, 298 258
South Atlantic..: +2 -7 66 +7 +6 53 282 265 263
East South Central.. +15 -1 75 +32 +14 73 337 3256 278
West South Central.. +10 0 74 +1 +3 71 2386 294 297
Mountain..esvesencanss 0 -14 49 +27 -1 44 334 237 283
PacifiC.cevsscans tessesrancecsnsosans -3 -27 85 +4 +4 12 252 190 157
Electrical equipment, supplies wholesaleTs? vevusnssnns +16 1 ~15 573 +21 +1 536 133 150 126
New England..sseseceesncoconsssscesnoscnosess +31 -25 35 45 -8 32 171 164 101
Middle Atlantic...evesees +17 ~24 71 +3 -2 69 120 133 94
East North Centrale....svescecsses +5 22 153 +32 +2 143 164 139 128
West North Central.. +5 ~24 56 +19 +1 54 186 165 145
South Atlantic..... +12 ~-12 o0 +29 +5 80 166 154 133
East South Central.. +13 -6 30 +26 16 26 160 153 143
West South Central.ccesss +21 -5 62 +29 +4 59 198 151 201
Mountain..ceescasssaons 35 -18 23 +3 ~1 23 157 177 159
PacifiCiceccoernsocosvene +13 -9 53 +23 -1 50 138 126 110
Electrical appliances, electronic parts distributors.. +11 -16 322 +22 +5 234 153 137 124
New England...ecvecesanassovsssnsensnsacssesnsonnnns -7 -21 19 ~3 +3 12 141 123 121
Middle Atlantic....cvvsns crsnaen +13 -20 T +15 +2 39 122 126 98
East North Central....... +17 -19 €0 +30 +9 S 143 121 107
West North Central....... -4 =22 36 +21- +8 32 199 156 144
South Atlantic...... +16 ~9 58 +33 +7 43 176 152 159
East South Central.. +18 -6 8 4 +16 6 159 159 146
West South Central..... -10 -2 15 -10 +5 12 147 125 126
Pacificecseeanen saes +10 -12 &b +20 4 33 168 149 149

See footnotes at bottom of page 6.
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Table 2.~~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC

DIVISION FOR SELECTED XKINDS OF BUSINESS-~Continued

JANUARY 1956
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios!
. . . Percent change Nugber of (at cost) (percen‘l‘.)»
Kind of business and geographic division Jan. 1956 egtablish- Percent change, Number of
(See map, page 4) from—— ments Jan. 1956 from-- |establish- I I D
reporting, wonts 1056 | 1955 | 1055
Jan. Dec. Jan. 1956 Jan. Dec. |Teporting,
1955 1955 1955 1955 Jan. 1956
Hardware wholesalorS..ce.eveerenannnns Ceeiasancsaninne +15 -14 241 +12 +7 184 275 282 223
Middle Atlantic.... +19 -4 32 +16 +1 21 210 222 237
East North Central. +14 -19 38 +10 +11 29 263 266 197
West North Central. +22 -28 41 +26 +9 39 319 308 211
South Atlantic.,... +13 -17 33 +9 +6 20 369 390 261
East South Central. +11 -5 24 +4 +8 21 250 263 225
West South Central.....ceeevanens PP Cereveane +10 -6 28 +18 +10 i3 224 220 ) . 18'_7
Tk € LT +13 -10 2 +7 +6 26 275 294 232
Plumbing, wwating goods wholesalerS.....secscessssnses . +12 -3 364 +6 Q 232 209 224 199
New England....vecenesecceosnens . +2 -11 14 {x) (=) {x) (x) (x) {x)
Middle Atlantic..... . +5 4 111 +6 +1 57 229 235 211
East North Central.. .e +29 -2 61 +11 Q 52 172 194 167
West North Central. P +5 -5 30 +2 0 29 272 283 257
South Atlantic..... . +11 -13 58 -1 -8 38 19 228 165
South Central.... cevens +2 -3 45 +6 +3 31 261 218 239
PaCifiCecacecssncnnrvoinsenaniacinas teaassessesnannne +8 +9 38 +2 -1 12 190 215 241
Lumber, construction materials dealers.... +9 +4 565 +14 +2 399 149 140 149
New England...cvuvviinann creene . 0 -5 22 +3 +8 20 105 108 i1
Middle Atlantic,... +4 -7 130 +9 +4 88 150 136 127
East North Central.. +10 +h 136 +10 0 72 150 166 151
West North Central.. +5 =7 P +34 +1 28 177 135 145
Scuth Atlantic..... +21 +20 51 +41 +5 43 120 118 142
South Contral.cieeer st siereseseoancasscacssenaaan -2 +1 79 +3 -1 68 176 149 196
Pacific...... Chateeiteseritesenssnesnan treasaseacsne +8 +5 87 +8 +3 66 146 118 167
Industrial machinery,equipment,supplies distributors.. +27 -6 962 +9 +2 724 165 198 144
New England....... [N Ceeeeecheae s - +12 +2 18 (x) (x) (x) {x) (x) {x)
Middle Atlantic..... .o +20 -2 72 -2 0 40 139 155 129
East North Central. +33 -8 116 +6 0 76 139 187 129
West North Central. +11 =7 83 +16 +7 72 147 127 118
South Atlantic..... +14 0 46 +23 +1 35 lel 149 141
South Central.. . +41 -10 486 +6 ~1 412 179 252 153
Mountain...... . +13 -22 68 +27 +21 52 221 200 158
Pacific.eviveenanns . +26 +14 73 +6 0 29 224 347 309
x Insufficient data to show separately.
1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inven-

tories in conjunction with sales.

2 Not affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups.
3 Includes general-line eleectrical goods, wiring supplies, construction materials and apparatus wholeésalers.
4 Totals include data for some kinds of business not . shown separately.

No adjustment is made in these calculations for the markup of sales;

which varies from trade to trade.

Note:

2 larger weight.
changes and stock-sales ratios.

values.
indication of coverage.

of firms in the trade which it represents in the sample).

Firmg reporting in this survey are part of a probability semple representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of business.

Each firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight which reflects its probability of selection (or, in other terms, the number
lLarge firms are selected with certainty, thus having @ weight of one (1).
Other firms are sampled al varying rates, depending upon sizes, with smaller firms having e lower probability of selection snd thus

Sales and inventory figures reported for any firm are multiplied by this weight and the resu'lts sunmarized to obtain percentage

Data on reported dollar values, previously shown as a measure of coverage, ere now omitted since the trend deta aré based on weighted
The number of establishments in the sawple, from which reports were received in time for tsbulation, are shoun as an
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Data shown in this report are based on reporis
submitted by a reporting panel of over 11,000 estab-
lishments which are representative of all merchant
wholesaler firmsin the country (see note on page 6).
The reporting panel is part of a probability sample
recently developed by the Bureau of the Census to
provide nationsl dollar volume estimates of sales
and inventories of merchant wholesalers by kind of
business.

Sales

Sales of merchant wholesalers in February 1956
rose 2 percent over January and were 15 percent high-
er than in February 1955. Durable goods trades, in
total, increased 4 percent over the previous month
but showed a more substantial increase of 20 percent
over a year ago. Nondurable goods irades reported a
smaller increase {1%) ower January sales and a smaller
gain (11%) over last February.

Most trades indicated small increases over January
sales. Large increases, however, were noted for
jewelry (124), amusement, sporting goods (17%), home
furnishings (19%), and farm supplies (24%). Decreases
from the previous month were small, the largest
decline (6%), being reported for drugs. Only two
trades--farm supplies (-4%), and inedible farm prod-
ucts (-2¢)--indicated lower sales in February than a
year ago. All other trades reported increased sales
with ,the larger gains being noted in the durable
goods trades. Substantial gains were registered by
grocery specialty-lines (23%), electrical equipment
{(234), construction materials (25%), industrial ma-
chinery (27%), iron and steel products (33%), coal
(359, nonferrous metals (39%), waste materials (45%),

and iron and steel scrap (91%)--the last trade show-
ing the principal gain for the thirteenth consecu-
tive month.

All geographic divisions experienced small gains
over the previous month and more substantial in-
creases over sales a year ago. The Pacific Division
indicated the largest gain (5%), over January, while
New England registered the principal increase (20%), '
over last February.

Inventories

Tnventories of wholesalers at the end of February
rose slightly (1%) over Jamuary 31 stocks, and were
10 percent above stocks on hand a year ago. Non-
durable goods trades, in total, indicated a slight
(1%) decline in stocks, while durable goods trades
showed a small increase (2%). Both groups reported
heavier inventories +than a year ago but the durable
goods trades noted the larger increases. The Febru-
ary stock-sales ratio for all trades combined was
130 percent, 3 points below the ratio of the previous
month and 5 points lower than the February 1955
ratio.

Most trades indicated orly small changes, generally
upward, from previous month inventories. However,
the sharpest month-to-month changes were downward,
being reported in farm supplies (-9%), coal (-16%),
and iron and steel scrap {(-16%). Motor-vehicles,
with current stocks up 7 percent over +the previous
month and 34 percent above a year ago, indicated the
principal increases over both periods. Only a few
trades reported lower inventories than a year ago.
Iron and steel scrap, down 21 percent, noted the
sharpest reduction from stocks anhand last February.
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Table 1.-—TRENDS IN SALES AMD INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

Page 3

FEBRUARY 1956

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month

Stock~sales ratios!

Percent change {at cost} {percent)
Number of Tt T T b R T
Kind of business Feb. 1956 2 mo. | establish-| Percent change, | Number of
. from-- 1956 .ments  |[Feb. 1956 from—| establish- | po Feb 3
frow reporting, B ments 1: 56 13 o5 ag :
Feb. Jan. 2 mo. Feb. 1956| Feb. Jan. | reporting, 1956
1955 1956 1955 1955 1956 Feb. 1956
Merchant WholeSalerS.e.scesecsevosrosesvonsnsaee +15 +2 +13 11,739 +10 +1 8,301 130 135 133
frocery, confectionery, meat wholesalers.............. +14 +2 +10 1,415 +6 +2 1,126 8% 87 81
General-line grocery wholesalers...... +14 0 +10 843 +7 +1 736 109 116 107
Nomi‘filiqtedz temmesrresessanes +13 2] +B 655 +7 +1 593 121 125 118
Voluntary groupS.... +16 +3! +13 173 +7 +2 133 85 7 85
Retailer-cooperative...scoveevanes ven +13 +6 | +13 15 +3 Q 10 113 134 111
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers.........essvenvse +23 +7 415 316 +4 +6 225 72 82 70
Confectionery wholesalers...... RN . +4 -1 +6 98 +6 +6 44 30 76 4
Meal, meat products WholeSBleTS.......seernasncccaes +2 -3 -1 158 +3 -7 121} 22 23 24
i i
Edible farm products distributors...........cccevenes. +7 -1, +8 876 +14 -z 6551 . 2L ... ALl 32
Dairy, poultry products distributors.. +9 -1 +11 560 +19 -2 441§ 31 29 32
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesS8lers.........cvvaeonss +4 0 +2 316 +4 -1 224 32 34 32
: i
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers..........:e: +13 +8 ) 19 497 +6 =3 4501 _..118 124 ). ....230
Beer distributors...c..iieencssciatnces . +15 +8 +9 111 +3 4 98 1 69 79 72
Wine, distilled spirits wholesalers.............uen. +12 +8 +9 386 +7 e 352 145 149 162
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalerS.ecesnren +13 -2 +14 702 +7 e A4 149 158 146
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty lines). +11 =61 +13 309 +9 o] 220 167 171 158
Industrial chemicals, explosives whclesalers... +18 43 +16 232 +8 -3 157 94 104 101
Paint, varnish wholesalerS...cosenacacencecarisaons +10 +4 ] +11 161 0 -2 97 205 239 219
Tobaceo distributors...... P AR vaseraees +12 +3 +9 295 +7 +1 158 61 61 B4
Dry goods, apparel wholesalerS.....sscssracsesrcoseins +7 +4 +5 422 9 0 206 209 193 213
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalers......... +6 +9 +5 102 +9 +2 45 191 195 206
Dry goods wholesalers (general and specialty lines). +7 +3 +8 %1 +1 (4] 26 217 195 210
Pilece goodS CONVETHEIS..ccasscsssstaviorsresaineanes +9 -1 +2 129 +17 -2 65 217 138 225
Furniture, home furnishings Wholesalers.........veesss +14 +14 +14 320 +12 +4 185 175 183 197
Furniture wholesalerS...c.eeessvennes veenaess aee +13 +2 +18 101 +15 +2 62 167 170 177
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalers....... +15 +19 +13 219 +11 + 123 179 189 207
Paper, allied producis wholesalers......... vesisaneaan +17 -1 +19 520 +7 -1 360 114 127 8
Paper wholesalerS.eccasssvscansnss . +17 -2 +21 342 +7 -1 260 107 121 112
Stationery, wallpaper wholesalers..........« eanen .. +18 +1 +11 178 +9 -1 100 188 204 189
Inedible ferm products merchants.........c.ocvvnaes caes -2 -5 ~7 276 -10 -3 201 159 154 157
Automotive WhDles8lerS.e.eeecosanecnissarsoassssnrocssns 44 -4 +7 634 +13 +2 442 216 194 204
Motor-vehicle distributors............ aee +3 -5 +7 61 +34 +7 50 132 95 124
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers cesn % -3 +7 573 +9 +1 392 259 249 249
Electrical, electronic, appliance goods distributors.. +15 +3 +14 937 +21 +4 803 168 153 168
Electric equipment, supplies wholesalers?eeeesenvns +23 +6 +18 588 +19 +5 558 158 156 161
Electrical ‘appliances, TV and radio sets and parts, .
and électronic parts, equipment distributors...... . +7 ¢} +9 349 +24 +3 245 181 149 176
Hardvware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalers..... +8 ] +10 612 +9 +4 425 271 265 265
Hardware wholesalerS.....ceeesiacaonsanss reewaes +13 +4 +14 232 +10 + 191 308 299 |- 310
Plumbing, heating goods distributors............v.- . +4 -5 +8 380 +7 +4 234 210 209 195
Lumber, construction waterials distributors........... +12 +6 +10 570 +9 +2 388 151 152 155
Lumber, mwillwork wholeS&lerS...ecsssacees +6 +5 +6 334 +7 +2 243 172 172 174
Construction materials distributors. +25 +8 +19 236 +16 +2 145 105 101 113
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors® c.eearesns +24 +6 +21 2,025 +13 +li 1,440 177 203 190
Air conditioning, commercial refrigeration equip- I K
ment distributors..... i sesesanrvesesasesromrranans . EvA <1 +12 114 +6 +1} 75 210 188 ¢ 209
Commercial machines, equipment distributors......... +19 +8 +16- 125 +16 +4 ! 20 145 155 148
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies houses.... +27 +4 +27 933 +9 04 721 157 195 168
Professional equipment, supplies houses +16 +6 +11 416 +2 0 250 200 224 215
Surgicsl, medieal, hospital supply houses.... +12 +1 +10 77 4 -1 39 151 174 158
Service establishment equipment, supplies houses.... +16 -1 +11 172 +6 +3 | 98 174 194 160
|
Metals, metalwork (except scrap) distributors......... +35 =1 +37 319 +22 +3 225 159 179 146
Iron, steel and products distributors. .e +33 -5 +37 223 +22 +3 165 195 223 175
Nonferrous metals distribuilors....c.-cereeccnnens e +39 +6 +38 96 +19 +5 1 60 75 74 73
i
Iron-steel scrap, waste waterials dealers............. +73 +2 j 470 299 ~12 -9 1991 . 32
Iron-steel scrap dealers. . - . +91 +3 +87 168 -21 ~16 ¢ 118 22
Waste materials deBlerS..ceccecersicnvarcraiainnaonn +45 -0 +hb 131 +4 -3 81 53
Other merchant wholesalers......ccocveveriirensarenen I SN IR T 4 1,0200 . 474 564 104 7 e
Amusement, Sporiing goods wholesalers... . +20 +17 +17 152 +20 112 207 202 264
Book, periodical, newspaper wholesalers. . +11 w2 +92 118 +21 -2 36 71 64 73
Coal wholesslerS.....vese .. +35 ) -5 +36 219 +18 161 106 34 36 39
Farw supplies wholesalers . . -ty +24 -7 219 -6 =91 152 96 97 ! 134
" JeWelry WHOLESELeTrS.eseesscrronssnnosossmeasnonans .. +2 +12 +4 127 +2 +2 51 213 215§ 214

See page 6 for footnotes.
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UNITED STATES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS r
FEBRUARY 1956 COMPARED WITH FEBRUARY 1955 (+20 )

Rt SN,

¢ men) oot 7

EAST NORTH CRNTRAL I (+\5)£ s
1 omo -
u‘_.smv.‘ {}

UNITED STATES (+5)

Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

FEBRUARY 1956
Sales Inventory, end~of-month Stock-sales ratios*
Percent change (at cost) {percent)
Kind of business and geographic division Number of
(See map above) Feb. 1956 2 mo. establish~|Percent change, | Humber of
from-- 1956 ments Feb. 1956 from--| establish- Fab Feb Jen
: ments -y . .
Feb. Jan. gr;lon ;:E?risrﬁxg, Feb. | Jan. reporting, 1956 1955 1936
1955 1956 1955' 1955 | 1956 Feb. 1956
Merchant wholesalers, total*.................... +15 +2 +13 11,739 +10 +1 8,301 130 i35 133
New England......................... . +20 +2 +12 565 32 41 319 120 137 119
Middle Atlantic......ovvuniuiinin... . +15 +1 +14 2,591 +8 +3 1,531 107 113 106
East forth Centra . .- +17 42 +17 2,338 +12 o 1,714 127 133 130
West Noril: . +8 +3 +6 1,164 +5 0 887 150 153 155
South Atla +16 +2 +15 ‘ 1,261 +12 +3 X 896 153 153 155
Fast 3onth Central et . s +6 +2 +3 512 +10 +3 36 151 149 154
E b Central........., .. +13 2 #1464 1,429 +#H +3 1,171 156 173 154
+12 i #11 433 +12 +4 353 203 92 193
+13 +5 +13 1,430 +15 -5 1,0347 | 118 114 130
General-line grocery wholeSalers............o..enennn.. +14 Q +10 843 +7 +1 736 109 116 107
Middle Atlantic....vuereunrinnunennnn. e +11 -5 +10 85 +10 +4 73 125 120 119
East North Central . .. +12 0 +11 120 +8 +6 97 115 119 109
West North Centrai . . +12 +3 +8 143 +7 o] 139 109 114 113
South Atlantic......ooisvenn,.. . . +9 -2 +6 7L +2 -2 43 103 113 103
East South Central..... - . .. +4 -5 -2 36 +5 +2 33 131 132 122
West South Central..... .. +10 -3 +8 169 +10 +5 159 130 132 121
Mountain........ . +19 -10 +19 30) (x} ix) {x) (x) 1) Lx)
Pacifie. .oooo o e e e +26 +6& +17 178 +1 -8 159 65 85 72
Lecioliy=Tine grocery wholeselerS.....o.oweoeune.on... i +23 +7 3l +6 225 721 82 70
New Engiand. -y TG Z - 11 8517 153 93
Middle Atlan +13 133 +21 88 61 61 53
1 Norih Central -1 L 41 -4 34 83 98 85
st Nerth Central +3 i 14 -19 10 115 133 173
uth Atlantic. 4 +13 30 +10 24 135 139 128
Sevath Central.. +8 1 +7 38 -4 30 57 72 5
PACIfIC. e a e e +2 +5 2 -15 27 3% 51} 41
i H
Dairy, pouliry products Gistribulors.................. N 9 -1 +11 &0 +19 -2 1 441 _o31s 29 .32
New Bugland.....ooooiunennnunnn.,. i +18 +2 % i3 +17 PO I £ N vy e
Middle Atlantic,.. | +3 -5 +6 06 +23 +1 64 20 18 19
Eest Horih Central . ] +11 | -1 +15 199 +21 -3 80 35 33 7
West Morth Central ; +13 4 +17 45 +15 +i 40 a8 79 90
South Atlentie. : +6 0 +12 97 +19 -5 87 28 27 32
South Central.. 1 +13 4 +12 81 +14 -5 48 24 23 26
L i i +11 a +10 117 +:31 ~2 102 32 29 32

See poge 6 Tor footnotes.
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Table 2.--~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

FEBRUARY 1956
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios*
Percent change Maaber of (at cost) (percent)
Kind of bus m?ii Eﬂgipge;i;gpli‘jc division Feb. 1956 2 mo. establish- | Percent change, |Number of
’ From— 1956 mentst. Feb. 1956 from—|establish-
from | Eeporting ments Feb. | Feb. | Jam.
Fev. | dan. |2 mo. | 1956 | pep.. | gan. |ZSPOTMIOE | qo5¢ | 1955 | 1956
1955 | 1956 | 1955 1955 | 1956 |Fep- 1996
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalers...... veeasaaes PR 4 0 +2 316 +h -1 214 32 34 32
New England..e.cvecrersencecsons ne -6 +3 -6 16 -13 0 i1 16 14 16
Middle Atlantic.. ses +2 +2 +1 47 +7 +3 25 26 25 28
East North Central.. . “es -3 -3 -6 48 -19 -6 29 22 27 20
West North Central. . aen +3 -3 -2 46 0 0 39 28 35 28
South Atlantice..evessens “es +10 -6 +6 32 +10 ~7 16 53 51. 53
South Central.. RN ree +13 +7 +13 34 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Pacific....... Cereesbrcesanssens vea +12 +6 +1 65 =14 -5 51 41 56 45
prug wholesalers (general and -specialty lines)........ +11 -6 +13 309 9 0 220 167 171 158
+6 -10 +15 19 -2 0 13 159 158 143
+3 -9 +6 72 +1 0 46 |, 161 165 150
East North Central....... +16 -7 +16 50 +2 +L 29 177 204 164
West North Central..... . +7 -12 +8 25 +5 +1 22 134 136 116
South Atlantic...... - +19 ~5 +17 47 +20 +2 36 170 153 158
East South Central.. . +3 0 +9 14 +5 +1 12 214 208 214
West South Central.... - +19 -6 +18 34 +7 +2 28 193 215 176
Mountain. svesnsvensses . +1 -8 +17 16 48 e 13 207 188 182
Pacific.i.ev.n teseen esarnaes ceserean ersaresactassany +24 0 +18 32 +9 ~9 21 121 136 135
Tobaceo distributors..... +312 +3 +9 295 +7 +1 158 61 61 64
New England...aeesee. +11 +7 +8 33 +2 +5 8 71 37 €9
Middle Atlantic..... +13 +5 +10 54 +12 -1 27 68 63 73
East North Central.. +4 -2 +h 52 +12 +4 " 29 73 69 72
West North Ceuntral... +7 0 +1 22 +17 -3 3 66 61 66
. South Atlantice..ccesns +29 +14 +22 31 +1 +3 22 58 | 76 69
South Central.. +12 +4 +9 45 -7 -1 20 48 52 51
PacifiCiccivescaaass vararas +17 +1 +10 39 +10 ~1 28 45 52 48 -
Dry goods, apparel wholesalerS...vsveesiconssoctsvacas +7 % +5 422 +3 0 206 209 193 213
New England.cvivesenen aseasaan sevaseres cenan +19 +19 +12 24 +11 [6] 13 137 146 151
Middle Atlantic.ceerccrnicviacarvrocencnas cervons +5 +1 +3 265 +9 0 114 216 191 214
East North Central. PRI +2 +18 +12 47 - 0 29 244, 226 254
West North Central... rrarees +12 +7 +10 26 +22 +6 14 250 226 249
South Atlantic....... . seen +22 -1 +12 21 +3 +4 13 156 184 155
South Centralesa.escraveses BN +1 +19 +5 14 +20 -h 10 255 217 287
PACITIC e aaranscssacsasoresnnssnnssons veaesiaene P +10 +6 0 23 {x) (x) (x) (x) {x) {x)
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers... . +14 +14 +14 320 +12 +4 185 175 183 197
Middle Atlantic...... febesecsionares avs . +13 +14 +14 102 +5 +1 41 151 163 178
East North Central...... I .. +17 +13 +13 68 +17 +8 43 176 185 190
West North Central.... “es .. +10 0 +12 19 +11. +2 16 240 248 236
South Atlantic.. . . +18 +13 +12 33 +15 +2 18 257 309 255
South Central... - .. +5 +15 +8 38 +13 +14 3% 225 204 249
Pacifit.ecevernnoconane eeana [ Cersearnas +20 +17 +16 3¢ +15 -7 19 126 144 162
Automotive equipment, tirve-tube wholesalers........... 4 -3 3 +7 573 +9 +1 392 259 247 2493
Middle AtLantiCe..erreeirnccinoncncsonnae aes +11 3 1 416 a3 -1 +1 51 222 228 245
Fast North Central. .. -2 -8 +5 114 +11 +1 79 224 > 193
West North Central. hes +€ -t +4 a7 -5 -1 27 273 309 248
South Atlanbice.cocoenreninianinene N 1 -3 01 +3 B9 +12 +3 54 b 270 270 257
Fast Socuth Central.. +16 +6 +13 3¢ +21 -1 85 314 294 354
Weat South Central +14 +1 +11 21 +11 +3 20 205 206 199
Mountain.aceneese . . -1 +3 &) 56 +13 -1 53 321 311 331
Pacificecssnsecs heansemasreeerrirenseeanny eseenanan 0 -1 -2 52 +16 -2 19 297 242 298
Eiectrical equipment, supplies wholesalers® . oorene s . +23 +6 +18 588 19 45 558 158 156 1ol
New England....coevsvaes Ceteevanrrnenan Ceeetasteanan . +26 +3 +28 37 +1 +7 33 117 142 111
pMiddle Atlantic... .. +32 +1 +25 73 +1é +6 65 139 138 : 131
East North Central.. .. +19 +11 +14 165 +12 -1 155 175 179 193
West North Central.....covveevrasarnvsess e +8 +21 +6 55 +17 +2 53 206 182 228
South Atlantice ..., vercecrsscrceesanvaoens +24 +6 +17 84 +29 +16 83 168 162 164
East ‘South Central.. . . +6 +11 +10° 35 +17 +5 34 168 153 178
West South Central.. ‘e +19 -2 +20 &6 +24 +12 62 145 137 129
Mountain. . s .- e +21 +24 +13 22 +17 +5 22 196 148 231
PACITIC e ivirenrsnrsosoomnassarasicesssanseanarssnns . +22 i +12 +16e 51 +24 -3 51 146 144 168
FElectirical appliances, electronic parts distributors.. =7 £ +9 349 +2db 43 245 181 149 176
New England . . 31 +2 +19 30 +28 +7 21 127 132 116
Middle Atlantic.... +9 -3 +11 70 +2 +5 41 182 180 173
East North Central. +9 +2 +12 78 +39 4 61 190 137 197
West Morth Central. ~15 € -10 26 +14 +3 23 189 141 168
South Atlantic..... +5 iy +1.0 56 +2 +1 32 193 166 185
Fast South Central... -9 +16 -1 iz +23 +8 8 176 133 180
West South Central. . -1 -7 -3 24 +22 +7 19 220 179 192
PacifiC.scrveenecesnsan Ve aemasaraseeensarasraateosen +6 +1 +¢ 46 42 ~9 37 150 118 167

See page 6 for .footnotes.
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Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS-~Continued

FEBRUARY 1956
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios®
{at cost) {percent)
Percent change
Kind of business and geographic division Feb. 1956 Number of Percent change | Nusber of
(8ee map, page 4 from-- 2 mo. establish- Feb. 1956 from--} egtablish.
. 1956 ments : e | Fev. | Feb. | Jaw
Feb. | Jan. gr;lg ;Zgorggg Feb. Jan, reporting, 1956 1955 1936
1955 | 1956 | Tg55 : 1955 | 1956 |Feb. 1956
Hardware wholesalers......... teereevans ceavenenens veene +13 L +14 232 +10 + 191 308 299 310
Middle Atlantic.... +18 -1 +18 36 +9 +4 27 295 325 295
East North Central. +18 +13 +16 43 +13 +9 36 278 298 288
West North Central........ -2 +5 +12 17 +3 +6 17 323 306 320
South Atlantie............ +11 0 +12 28 +6 +5 21 372 389 353
East South Central. . +15 -3 +13 2 +7 +4 22 250 263 236
West South Central. +10 +1 +10 27 +14 +4 24 298 298 301
Mountain..v..e.eo.. . +18 +11 +6 22 +18 +5 18 357 363 373
o2 T O +2 +1 +8 27 +14 -5 19 367 237 383
Plumbing, heating goods wholesSalerS.......seseeseases . +4 -5 +8 380 +7 + 234 210 209 195
New England.cevaceesrnsscesncenas . +6 -1 +4 16 -5 +1 8 213 290 221
Middle Atlantic.csoe-vonriiinaiaranen N +16 -6 +11 111 +12 0 48 239 266 228
East North Central...............u.us +16 4 +23 57 +9 +3 37 206 223 195
West North Central. . +4 -9 +4 32 -2 +8 29 1216 244 192
South Atlantic..... . +3 +1 +7 59 +14 +14 45 265 252 243
South Central. ~16 -12 ~12 60 41 A 51 264 238 220
Pacifice.cuuirinrarennnn -2 +1 +2 34 T H17 -4 8 102 82 107
Lumber, construction materials dealers.c.e.v...ieo., ven +12 +6 +10 570 +2 +2 388 151 152 155
New Englend...coeviavenaennsnsnnsans . +5 -2 +1 17 + +9 7] 193 204 175
Middle Atlantic.... N +20 +h +11 116 o} -2 82 155 171 157
East North Central.. . +13 -2 412 118 +13 +3 56 137 135 125
West North Central. . +2 +5 +4 59 +10 +1 38 138 124 145
South Atlentic..... . +16 +8 +18 54 +23 ~1 38 118 17 128
South Central. . -5 +2 -4 Va4 ~1 +7 55 190 199 186
Pacific...ceevennn e essreeaaateaensacasassnenennes +15 +23 +12 109 +19 +1 83 144 137 186
Industrial machinery,equipment,supplies distributors.. +27 +4 +27 933 +9 0 721 157 195 168
Middle Atlantic....... Merscetserestasaraaaessansanan +27 +5 +23 55 +7 +2 34 EL) 142 111
Eaat North Central. . .. +26 +6 +30 101 +14 -1 a4 166 184 177
West North Central. . +32 +14 +19 62 +4 +5 50 191 240 211
South Atlantic... . +37 +11 +25 43 +12 +3 38 137 190 154
South Central... . +33 +3 +37 504 +5 +2 430 167 220 172
Mountain...... +12 +16 +12 75 +10 T2 54 253 265 237
PacifiCercnsncconcivannccroncannsnensonness eremnnen +10 +3 +16 82 +19 ~10 35 119 133 139
x Insufficient data to show separately.
1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inven~
tories in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculations for the markup of sales, which varies from trade to trade,
2 Not affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups.
Z Includes general-line electrical goods, wiring supplies, construction materials and apparatus wholesalers.

Totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately.

Note:

a larger weight.

changes and stock-sales ratios.

indication of coverage.

values. The number of establishmentis in the sample

Sales and inventory figures reported for any firm sre multiplied b;

Firms reporting in this survey are part of a probability sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of business.

Each firm selected in the sample has an sssigned weight which reflects its probability of selection (or, in other terms, the number
of firms in the trade vhich it represents in the sample).

Large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight of ome (1).

y this weight and the results summarized to obtain percentage

Other firms are sampled at varying rates, depending upon sizes, with smaller firms having a lower probability of selection and thus

Data .on reported dollar values, previously shown as a meagure of coverage, are now omitted since ‘the trend data are based on weighted
» from which ‘reports were received in time for tabulation, are shown as an
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SALES AND

First Quarter Sales

Sales of merchant wholesalers during the first
quarter 1956 were 10 percent ahead of the first
quarter 1955. Durable goods ‘trades, in total, were
up 17 percent over first quarter 1955 3ales, as com-
pared with an increase of only 6 percent by non-
durable goods trades during the same period.

A1l durable goods trades were ahead of first quar-~
ter 1955 sales but five nondurable goods trades--
fresh fruit, vegetables (~1%), meats (-2%), piece
goods converters (-1%), inedible farm products (-7%)
and farm supplies (~8% )~-nioted declines. Iron and
steel scrap, up 69 percent, registered the principal
gain. Other substantial increases were in waste ma-
terials (36h), iron and steel products (33%), non~-
_ ferrous metals (31%), and iIndustrial machinery,

equipment (23%). Among the nondureble goods trades,
the larger gains were reported by coal (34%), paper
(14%), drugs (12%), and grocery specialty-1lines(12% )

A1l geographlic divisions shared in the increased
sales during the first quarter of 1956. The East
North Central Division, up 14 percent, recorded the
principal gain over first quarter 1955 while the Eagt
South Central Division showed the smallest increase,
3 percent.

March Sales

Moroh 1956 sales of merchant wholesalers were up 7
percent over February and 6 percent higher than sales
in March 1955, Five trades. indicated lower sales
than a month earlier, the sharpest decline (9% )veing
noted in coal. All other trades reported higher
sales, the principal increase (20%) being shared by
farm supplies and wine, distilled gpirits. Most
trades were also up compared with a year ago, sub~
stantial inereases being registeredby iron and steel
scrap (42%), coal (30%), and iron and steel products
(27%). However, nine trades experienced declines
from sales a year ago, the largest decrease (e3),
- being in farm supplies.

March 1956 sales in all geographic divisions were
from 4 to 11 percent above February gales. Compared
with March a year ago, sales gains were experienced
in all but one geographic division--the West North
Central which was at about the same level as last
March.

Inventories

Tnventories of wholesalers at the endof Merch rosge
2 percent over the February 29 level, but were 11
percent above stocks on hand a year ago. The March
stock-sales ratio of 121 percent was 8 points below
the ratio of the previous month, but 6 points above
the March 1955 ratio.

Most trades showed small inventory changes from
the previous month. However, compared with a year
ago, inventory changes were more substantial, and
generally upward. Among thogse showing large inven~
tory gains since last March were motor-vehicles
(21%), electrical appliances (21%), retailer-cooper-

for sale by the Bureau of the Census:
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FARM SUPPLLES

+35

BYREAU OF THE CEHSUS

etive grocers (19%),electrical equipment (18%), home
furnishings (17%), dry goods (17k), waste materials
(16%), and iron, steel products (156). Jewelry and
inedible farm products, each down 6 percent, shared
the principal decline from year-ago stocks. Coal,
up 14 percent over last March, reported the principal
decline from February 29 stocks with a geasonal de-
crease of 18 percent.

While the South Atlantic Division showed no change
from previcus month inventories, all other divisions
indicated small increases between 1 and 3 percent.
A11 divisions indicated dincreases over year-8go in~
ventories, the smallest increase (3%) being reported
for New England and the largest (15%) for ithe East

" South Central Division.

General

Date shown in this report are based on reports
submitted by a reporting panel of over 11,000 estab-
1ishments which are representative of all merchant
wholesaler firmsin the country (see note on page 6).
Data in this repori are not adjusted for punber of
days in +the month, mnor for seasonal or price fluc-
tuations.

single copy—10¢, annual subscription—$1.00
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Table 1.--TRENDS IN SALES AND IWENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALFRS: UNITED STATES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS

MARCH 1956

Page 3

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios®
Percent change (at cost) (percent)
. Number of
Kind of business Mar. 1956 |3 m0. jogtablish. |, LoroSnY CRARES, | yuper of
from-=~ 1956 + Mar. 1956 from--
from mené establish- | . Mar. Feb.
tg;; F;gé 3mo. |[pRoriiE. | var. | Feb. re’;ﬁ:ﬁﬂg 1956 | 1955 | 1956
X 1955 1955 1956 Mar. 1956
Merchant wholesalerS.cesescescassronsoesoreses +6 +7 +10 11,895 +11 +2 8,456 121 115 129
Grocery, confectlonery, meat wholesalerSecsseorssnas +2 +2 + 1,365 +10 +3 1,072 ‘89 83 89
General-line grocery wholesalerSesescses +3 +3 +7 823 +8 +3 714 109 103 109
NONBLLI11ated% ceusrscsncacsresassesans +2 +5 +6 624 46 +1 563 119 116 125
+5 +2 +10 174 +6 +3 132 100 9 100
+2 -2 +8 25 +19 +9 19 94 76 82
Specialty-line grocery *6 -1 +12 297 +12 0 202 90 84 92
Confectionery wholesalerSe.eeveesss +3 +14 +5 920 +8 ~ 42 75 77 91
Meat, meat products wholesalers.....ceceenusesesse -5 -1 -2 155 +7 +1 124 26 23 25
Edible farm products distributors....sssesscassesene +3 +11 +6 858 +8 0 646 28 28 33
Dairy, poultry producis distributors.......... +7 +7 +0 553 +11 0 433 28 28 1
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalerSs.ssesnescsenove 4 +17 -1 305 +h 0 213 30 29 37
Beer, wine, distilled spiriis wholesalers.eseececerec. +4 +17 +7 497 +1 +5 314 100 107 110
Beer distributorgecscscsccssrsncesnee .o +1 +12 +5 112 +2 49 102 61 62 64
Wine, distilled spirits wholesaleTSececsesscesaces +5 420 +8 385 0 +3 212 129 139 144
Drugs, chemlcals, allied products wholesalers.ssecss +6 +8 +11 949 +7 +1 659 134 127 143
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty limes)....| _#11 +6 +12 331 (&) (&) *) [&) (&) [E)
Industrisl chemicals, explogives wholesalers . -2 +9. +9 455 +1 396 98 84 107
Paint, varnish wholesalerfSeesessssroncssssasacnses e +14 +8 163 +9 43 103 177 160 189
Tobaceo distributorB.csscsesssescerssncsosssssecaras -1 +3 +5 286 + -2 169 54 52 56
Dry goods, apparel wholeSalerS..uersvosrercccancaras -3 +1 +2 390 +11 ¢ 186 174 151 176
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalers....... -3 +4 +2 97 -1 ~1 51 166 157 168
Dry goods wholesalers (general and specialty Tines) -1 +1 +5 169 +17 +1 78 169 138 169
Plece g00ds CONVETtOrSrcesrssrscacessssscrasonnson ~6 -1 -1 124 +15 0 57 199 163 203
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalerS...c..ececsase 4 +7 +11 311 +17 +1 184 189 169 202
Furniture wholesalerS.cessecsvaonosssscvseoas +2 +10 +12 108 +16 +1 64 180 155 187
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalerS..... +5 +6 +10 203 +17 0 120 193 175 209
Paper, ‘allied products wholesalerS.sceesesnas . +3 + +14 483 +11 +L 317 123 109 127
Paper wholesalerS.ceeescccecoranns .. +1 + +14 313 +12 +1 246 121 104 123
Stationery, wallpaper wholesalerS.eessesccsscacecs +13 +7 +11 170 ~1 -2 71 153 174 172
Inedible farm products merchantS.cssescercecenvoccce -5 +1 -7 264 ~6 -8 186 115 127 138
Automotive WholesalerSsseessrssssssossrocsrasansosse +9 +9 +7 651 +12 0 469 172 166 184
Motor-vehicle distribulors,.ccesscescencenss +10 +3 +8 7L +21 +2 49 95 90 EA
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers..... . +8 +12 +7 580 +9 4] 420 224 222 252
Electrical, electronic, appliance goods distributors 411 +7 +13 903 +19 +7 806 158 145 158
Electric equipment, supplies wholesalers®......... 420 +8 +19 579 +18 +8 552 154 153 153
Electrical appliances, TVand radio sets and parts,
and electronic parts, equipment distributors..... +1 +6 +6 324 +21 +7 254 163 136 166
Hardware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalers....... 0 +9 6 604 +10 +3 445 234 214 252
Hardware wholesalerSeessssasscossscanstsanss +1 +11 +9 216 +9 +3 181 256 237 281
Plurbing, heating goods distributorS.s..cecsacesene ~1 +6 + 388 +10 +4 264 205 185 215
Lumber, construction materials distributors......... -2 +11 +5 582 +12 +1 406 122 107 133
Iumber, millwork Wholesalers...e.e.. vene -2 +10 +3 351 +11 +1 267 124 110 137
Construction materials distributors.....ccecseesse -1 +12 +11 231 +14 +1 139 o1y 100 125
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors LA +15 +8 +19 2,117 +15 +1 1,591 163 154 176
Air conditioning, commereial refrigeration equip-
ment d48tributorBesacscvecesenrsancsorsocscracnss +1 +16 +7 130 +5 +8 104 120 112 146
Commercial machines, equipment distributors.sec.s.. +8 +10 +12 152 +13 ~4 100 156 142 174
Industriasl machinery, equipment, supplies houses.. +17 +1 +23 946 +12 0 743 142 144 146
Professional equipment, supplies houses”.eesereves +16 +8 +13 421 +5 +2 330 184 206 195
Surgical, medical, hospital supply housesS....... +11 +1 +11 67 +8 +2 37 161 168 161
Service es‘babli_s{qe_‘n@ ‘equipment, supplies houses.. +16 +12 +13 175 +5 +1 99 149 172 165
Metals, metalvork (except serap) distributors..-.... +25 +5 +32 320 +15 +3 221 137 150 139
Iron, steel and products distributors....ceeccssces 27 +6 +33 222 +15 +3 164 154 173 155
Nonferrous metals distributorg.ccecsavesascsncsoss +21 +1 431 98 +12 +3 57 T4 Yz 77
Iron-steel scrap, waste materials dealerS.c.c.oeccaee +34 + +56 302 +16 +3 197 45 46 44
Iron-steel scrap dealersescess +42 +2 +69 163 +14 46 108 33 40 33
Waste materials dedlerSesceesesssscsscsnioraaccane +23 7 +36 139 +16 +1 89 64 55 61
Other merchant WholeSAlers®..veesssvserosncssscesses +3 +9 +10 1,013 +8 ~1 588 102 94 114
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers. cesen -2 43 +9 145 +11 +5 104 202 167 197
Book, periodical, newspaper wholesalers..sceesee.s +8 +1 +9 121 +3 -3 38 129 109 121
Coal WholeSalerBecssasanccsersnroesrorncs caas +30 -9 +34 191 +14 -18 103 32 35 34
Farm supplies wholesalers....sse. -8 ¥20 -8 226 -2 -8 149 77 71 103
Jewelry wholesalerSeecssesecserconsscsvasrnsocsssre 34 +4 +4 141 -6 +2 62 273 320 315

See page 6 for footnotes.
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Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

MARCH 1956

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS

OF BUSINESS

Sales

Inventory, end-of-month

Stock-sales ratios?

Percent change (at coat) (percent)
Kind of business and geographic division Mar. 19586 3 1o esta‘bligfl— Percent change, Number of
(See map above) from-- | 000 ments  |Mar. 1956 from—— esr‘;:fé:s}" Mar. | Mar. | Feb.
Mar. | Feb, | from ;zgor'ggg, Mar. Feb. | reporting,| 9% | 1955 | 19%6
1955 | 1956 | 3 mo. ’ 1955 | 1956 | Mar. 1956
1955

Merchant wholesalers, total®............cc.. saee 16 +7 10 11,895 +11 +2 8,456 3121 115 129
New England.scoveeneraevinonanecnann cene +3 +4 +9 564 +3 +2 342 129 128 135
Middle Atlantie... e +6 +5 +11 2,614 +10 +2 1,481 164 96 |- 109
East North Central.. s +9 +7 +14 2,272 +12 +1 1,625 103 102 109
West North Central.. aes 0 +8 +4 1,138 +11 +2 891 145 131 158
South Atlantic...... . +5 +6 +11 1,172 +9 0 877 136 130 146
East South Central.. . +4 +7 +3 751 +15 +1 621 154 141 165
West South Central.. .. +9 +10 +12 1,466 +12 +1 1,188 146 142 159
Mountain.... P .. +9 +11 +11 455 +12 +3 375 155 150 167
PACIfiC. e veriaeinecnnsereracnensaans teemerenens [ +4 +9 +9 1,463 +11 +3 1,056 121 111 128
General~line grocery Wholesa8lerS...eeirsicecensescenses 43 +3 +7 823 +8 +3 714 109 103 109
Middle Atlantic......cvvvnuennn . 4] 9] +6 85 +4 +2 76 114 102 108
East North Central. . 0 -1 +7 101 +12 +3 79 121 107 116
West North Central.. . +3 +3 +7 137 +9 -1 133 109 102 115
South Atlantic..... we -2 +4 +3 62 +8 +1 45 110 100 116
East South Central. . -6 +10 4 57 +3 0 45 130 119 145
West South Central. . +5 +3 +7 158 +17 +5 142 112 103 107
. +18 +3 +18 40 +9 +1 40 93 101 95
. +17 +5 +17 173 +6 +9 151 T4 82 72
+6 -1 +12 297 +12 s} 202 S0 84 92

+14 7 +18 19 {x} [€9) (x) {x) (x) [€3)
Middle Atlentiec... +3 -1 +16 116 +7 0 78 59 62 66
East North Central. +6 +5 +11 48 +9 +1 28 83 87 86

West North Central. . +16 =2 +7 11 (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) (x)
South Atlantic.... . +6 +5 +10 29 +10 -4 21 137 pacal 142
South Central. +16 +8 +10 33 +6 +3 29 110 123 113
PacifiC..ueeiiiiariesneneerisneessansncnanns . +6 -9 +6 39 +22 -3 29 102 81 28
Dairy, poultry products distributors. . +7 +7 +10 553 +11 8] 433 28 28 31

New England..cscesoocssesnorns vervesens . +22 +12 +8 15 €3] (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic... . +8 +9 +7 98 +16 +7 53 19 18 20
East North Central. +4 +3 +11 117 +9 +2 93 26 26 27
West North Central e +20. +17 +18 37 -1 ~17 33 45 63 3
South Atlantic.... +3 +17 +10 99 +17 +12 92 33 27 35
South Central. e +1 +2 +10 56 +8 -2 45 36 32 36
Pacific...... chearsaan Meaesiiaenesessaevasasastaanas +9 +7 +10 115 +12 +1 92 37 35 41

See page 6 for footnotes.
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Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

MARCH 1956
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios!
Percent change Number of (at cost) {percent)
Kind of business and geographic division Mar. 1956 3 0. egtablish~ Porcent change, | Number of
(see map, page 4) Py nents
rom-- 1956 Mar, 1956 from—-| establish-
from reporting ments Mgr . Mar. Feb.
Mar. Feb. {3 mo. Mar. 1956 Mar. | Feb. reporting 1956 1955 1956
1955 | 1956 | 1955 1955 | 1956 Mar. 1956
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalers....sceesvensrecenss 4 +17 =1 305 +4 0 213 30 29 37
Middle Atlantic...... sosn -9 +16 -2 35 ] -5 21 22 22 26
East North Central...... -2 +20 -5 40 -2 +2 26 25 23 32
West North Central.... =7 +4 b &7 +15 +3 40 26 23 a3
South Atlantic...... ~13 +6 -2 31 + +8 iz 24 28 32
South Central..... +2 +24 +7 42 +21 -2 24 40 33 51
Pacificeicecascans secoenne -3 +24 0 64 +2 +2 53 35 35 42
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty +11 +6 +12 331 ) 2) (2} 2) ) [CAI
New England.s.v..s Cerarren wessaevesasuoe +7 +4 +13 17
Middle Atlantic... +7 +8 +6 67
East North Central.. +10 +4 +14 62
West North Central.. seeees " 48 4 +8 22
South Atlantic...... resasn +16 +4 +17 42
East South Ceniral.... +12 +12 +11 19
West South Central.. +13 +6 +16 51
Mountain...... . +9 +4 +14 18
PRCILIC.cvvsreerannann 451 1] s7 13 ) *) &) ) *
Tobacco distributors..coeesessas veeeane [N -1 +3 +5 286 +4 -2 169 54 52 56
New England....... -7 +7 o 34 (x) (x) {x) {x) {x) (x)
Middle Atlantic... [¢] +7 +6 50 +13 -1 27 54 53 57
Eaat North Central.. 0 +6 +3 45 -4 -7 32 42 42 46
West North Central.. -3 0 -1 29 +1 +1 24 &7 63 &6
South Atlantig...... -2 -2 +12 31 +2 +1 26 58 57 55
South Contral..eeeeevessasasoaess -7 -7 +3 45 +7 +3 22 71 61 64
Dry goods, apparel wholeSBlerS....csascessanvasnncsnecn -3 +1 +2 390 +11 Q 186 174 151 176
Now Englend..vorviveens +9 +3 +11 13 +5 +4 9 137 149 137
Middle Atlantic... 4 4] o 265 +12 C 109 176 151 172
Eagt North Central. -5 +9 +6 26 +14 +1 14 143 131 157
Weat North Central.... -1 +2 +6 23 +13 +4 14 232 198 221
South Atlantic....... N -1 +3 +6 26 -4 - 16 146 | 129 158
South Central....ccene.. =1 +12 +1 21 +16 ~2 15 184 133 209
Pacificicnesresireaanes . -12 +3 -2 13 +11 42 7 266 179 271
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers.....eeesss vaae +4 +7 +11 311 +17 +1 184 189 169 202
Middle Atlantice.eesvecanceoressaans R +7 +7 +12 90 +26 ~1 36 147 141 155
East North Central. +8 +10 +11 67 +18 -2 45 204 1841 241
Vest North Central... -9 +19 +7 19 +7 +5 15 248 227 283
South Atlantic....... + +1 +9 28 +5 +7 14 226 224 205
South Cenmtral. B . +5 +7 +6 44 +21 +4 40 204 169 205
PacifiCieaceesonroncencanscansssnaneen vemsennesaeas . -5 +5 +8 40 +12 +1 15 159 113 150
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers........... +8 +12 +7 580 39 8] 420 224 2221 252
Middle Atlentic......... " . +11 +10 +14 87 -1 -3 58 161 201 194
East North Central. -2 +15 +2 107 +11 -2 4 218 192 246
West North Central. e} +6 +3 55 +1 +3 20 289 260 301
South Aflantic..... +8 +16 + 53 +19 +1 39 217 194 254
East South Central. +18 +13 +15 81 +31 -1 81 219 233 249
West South Central....... +23 +15 +16 44 +14 -2 36 280 292 338
Mountaine.eeesssnene ehae +14 +6 +6 47 +13 +1 42 222 221 219
3o e L J O T T R R R R R oo +3 +8 Q0 92 +10 +3 58 217 205 225
Electrical equipment, supplies wholesalers® . ...veueess +20 +8 +19 579 +18 +8 552 154 153 153
New England........ eeesaserananraeannananans . +6 -5 +23 33 +3 +4 33 135 148 123
Middle Atlantic..... . +28 +11 +26 68 +25 416 62 163 141 159
East North Central.. . +24 +10 +17 161 | +13 +7 151 125 138 129
Weat North Central.. . +23 +12 +14 64 +12 +6 61 165 184 175
South Atlentic...... . +16 +5 +17 84 +23 +6 81 177 163 162
£ast South Centrel.... . +19 +2 +14 38 +21 +6 36 164 165 153
West South Ceniral.. . +10 +12 +17 60 +23 +4 57 184 172 199
Mountaine.sseeeos . +2 +4 +10 21 +25 +14 21 174 | 42 158
PACILiC s esvrrernnasscninnonnes . +13 +13 +15 . 50 +19 +9 50 147 147 152
Electrical appliances, electronic perts distributors.. +1 +6 +6 324 +21 +7 254 163 136 166
New Englande..erceraensss -10 +8 +8 16 +32 -7 14 135 79 142
Middle Atlantice....... +14 +10 +12 81 +16 +9 49 138 138 145
East North Central....... -6 +3 +6 69 +41 % 60 168 114 171
West North Centrel.. -4 -2 -8 36 +12 +6 29 190 162 179
South Atlantic.... +1 +7 +7 43 +14 +7 39 193 173 196
East South Central.... ~4 -6 | -2 11 +13 +7 . 8 203 171 185
West South Central..... -1 +7 -2 20 +8 +5 15 186 173 197
PacifiCisscsrovenioonansnsnyracnssecsons [ . -2 +10 +5 43 +24 +14 35 143 107 136

See page 6 for footnotes.
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Table 2.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND

IﬁVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

MARCH 1956
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios®
(at cost) (percent)
Percent change -
Kind of business and geographic division Nunber of
(See map, page 4 Mot a9% |3 mo. |establisn- |Fercent chamge |y op
‘ from-- 1956 ments Mar. T establten yo | e | pen
from reporting ments - p .
lf;‘; 5 {gg 6 3 mo. |[Mar. 1956 21325 1{;15)% reporting 1936 1955 1936
1955 . Mar. 1956
Hardvare wholesalers. +1 +11 +9 216 49 +3 181 256 237 281
Middle Atlantic.... +11 +11 +15 37 +15 +2 21 215 208 236
East North Central. +5 +7 +12 34 +15 +3 31 263 240 284
West North Central. -6 +13 +5 22 +5 +4 21 314 280 343
South Atlantie..... -6 +16 +6 25 +12 =1 19 221 162 272
East South Central... crreeaes -2 +11 +7 27 +7 + 26 271 249 285
West South Central. . +8 +9 +9 20 +11 +2 16 188 195 199
Mountain....... conn oee -6 +10 +3 10 +11 +3 10 364 309 388
PacifiC. nierviriiniraiton. heaeeracean -1 +13 + 34 +3 +1 a3 267 261 301
Plumbing, heating goods wholesalers.......... cemraaeee =1 +6 +4 388 +10 44 264 205 185 215
New Englandec..veeneeecnennnnnn.,. s . +4 +3 + 2% +4 +1 17 240 238 250
Middle Atlantic,... . +3 +1 +8 111 +12 +8 54 201 201 205
East North Central. -1 +1 +15 49 +9 +11 42 166 152 150
West North Central. +1 +22 +2 35 -1 +7 34 252 228 286
South Atlantie.. -1 +2 +# 60 +10 -1 50 177 166 194
South Central. -1 +10 -7 56 +20 o} 45 240 188 257
i TC B i 2 O Cesnecnnnarannge. ] -1 +18 +1 41 +16 +3 14 201 167 253
Lumber, construction materials dealers.. =2 +11 +5 582 +12 +1 . 406 122 197 133
New England... ~10 -8 -4 26 +7 +4 21 152 93 134
Middle Atlantie... -4 =1 +5 112 +5 -1 73 118 107 109
East North Central. +14 +15 +13 138 +12 o 78 92 95 105
West North Central. -8 +8 0 35 +1 -1 21 169 171, 197
South Atlantic.. (¢} +11 +11 48 +34 +5 36 147 95 156
South Central. -~19 +21 -1 78 +10 -3 60 153 11 190
Pacific.ieneesiennnn -5 +17 +5 102 +11 +3 76 101 95 117
Industrial machinery,equipment,supplies distributors.. +17 +1 +23 946 +12 0 T43, 242 ] | 44 146
MiddTe Atlantic...... +13 +2 418 86 +8 ] 56 112 109 119
East North Central.. +21 +2 +26 108 +12 -1 94 128 142 13
West North Central. +7 +8 +16 59 +8 +2 49 172 155 183
South Atlantic.... 0 ~17 +18 42 +21 A 37 - 201 133 178
South Central.. +30 -2 +34 485 +14 +1 410 136 153 131
Mountain,.... +23 +20 +16 T4 +12 -5 57 189 209 230
Pacific..ciivveiannennn. +9 +5 +13 80 +10 +1 35 218 171 224
:{ Insufficient data to show separately.

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks , at eost, by‘total sales for an identical
in conjunction with sales. No ad justment is made in these calculations for the markup of sales, which veries from trade to trade.

Not affiliated with volumtary groups or cooperative groups.

wm oW N

Data withheld bec¢ause of incomplete reporting of inventories at time of publication. These data will be included April 1956 bulletin.
Includes general-line electrical goods, wiring supplies, construction materials and apparatus wholesalers.

Totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately.

Note: Firms reporting in this survey are pdrt of a probebility sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of business.
Each firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight which reflects its probebility of selection (or, in other terms , the number
of firms in the trade which it represents in the sample). Large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight of one (1).
Other firms are sampled at varying rates, depending ‘upon sizes » with smaller firms having a lower probability of selection and thus
a larger weight.,

Sales and inventory figures rep:

: orted for any firm are multiplied by this weight and the results summarized to obtain percentage
changes and stock-sales ratios.

values. The number of establishments in the Ssample,

from which reports were received in time for tabulation, are shown as an
indication of ‘coverage.

Data on reported dollar values, previously shown as a measure of coverage, are now omitted since the trend date are based on weighted

group of firms reporting inventories
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Data shown in . this report are based on reports
submitted by a reporting panel of over 11,000 estab-
lishments which are representative of all merchant
wholesaler firms in the country ( see note onpage 6).
The reporting panel is part of a probability sample
recently developed by the Bureau of the Census to
provide national dollar volume estimates of sales

and inventories of merchant wholesalers by kind of
business.

Sales

Sales of merchant wholesalers in April 1956 fell
3 percent below March but were 8 percent above April
1955. Durable goods trades in total, declined
slightly (1%) from March but were up 13 percent over
April a year ago. Nondurable goods trades reported
a larger decline (5%) from March sales and a smaller
gain (4%) over last April.

Most trades indicated small declines from March
sales, but 10 trades showed increases. The more
significant gains were reported for automotive equip-.
ment (3%), lumber, millwork (3%), plumbing, heating
(6#), commercial equipment (6%), air conditioning,
commercial refrigeration (9%4) and construction mate-
rials (12%). Compared with a year ago, substantial
increases were noted for most trades, led by electri-
cal equipment (22%4), iron and steel products (22%),
coal (40%) and iron end steel scrap (45%). Among
the few itrades whose April sales were lower +than a

year ago, -were meat (6%), fresh fruit and vegetables
(74), motor-vehicles (7%), plece goods converters
(9%) and farm supplies (10%).

By geographic division, changes from previous
month sales were slight, and mostly downward, the
largest being & drop of 7 percent in the South Atlan-
tic Division.  All geographic divisions showed in-
creases over year, ago sales, the East North Cenmtral
Division leading (12%).

Inventories

Tnventories of wholesalers at the end of April
showed a slight increase (1%) over March 30 stocks,
and were 13 percent above stocks on hand a year ago.
Nondurable goods noted a slight (1%). decline from
previous months stocks, vhile durable goods showed
a small (2%) increase. Both groups indicated heavier
inventories ‘than a year ago, however, nondurable

. goods showed a smaller increase (8%) than durable

goods (15%). The April stock-sales ratio of 127 per-
cent was 5 points asbove the March ratio and 5 points
above the ratio for April 1955.

Most trades indicated slight changes' from previous
month inventories, inedible farm products (~10%) in-
dicating the most significant decline, am beer (+9%)
the largest inecrease. Compared with year-ago in-
ventories, substantial increases were registered in
‘meny trades with only four showing small declines.
The principal increases were in durable goods trades,
plumbing and heating goods (21%), motor-vehicles

(22%) and electrical equipment and supplies (26%).
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Table 1.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: UNITED STATES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS

APRIL 1956
Sales
Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratiost
Percent change . (at cost) (percent)
T Number of
Kind of business Apr. 1956 4 mo. | esteblish- | Percent change, | Number of
from-— 1956 ments Apr. 1956 from-- |establish-
from | reporting N ments Apr. Apr: Mar.
Apr. Mar. | 4 mo. | Apr. 1956 Apr. Mar. reporting 1956 1955 1956
1955 1956 | 1955 1955 1956 Apr. 1956

Morchant wholesalerS....eeeeneurernsese +8 -3 +10 11,549 +13 | +1 8,322 127 122 122
Grocery, confectionery, meat wholesalers, 0 -7 +6 1,318 +9 ~1 1,032 91 83 85
General-line grocery wholesalers,...... +3 | -6 +6 790 +6 <2 664 110 167 106
Nonaffiliated?... ~2 -5 +4 611 +5 -1 520 130 123 125
Voluntary groupS...cesa.. PR +9 -2 +10 158 +7 -1 128 93 94 92
Rotaller-cooperative..caceeitrcornsecncnnensnnn +8 ~14 +8 21 +8 -8 16 92 93 89
Speeialty-line grocéry wholesalerSeee.... -2 -12 +8 291 +15 +1 202 97 80 84
Confectionery wholesalerSeess.scieceanssscoscnsanes -1 -6 +3 87 -1 +2 49 T 75 68
Meat, meat products WNOleSalerS..esrvesvensssnsons -6 =11 =3 150 +12 +5 117 33 27 32
Edible farm products distributorSsessseevserocesesos ~2 0 +4 869 +6 +3 665 26 27 26
Deiry, poultry products distributorS.sicecevecssas +3 -2 , 48 542 +7 +4 430 32 34 30
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholes8lerS...ccveesenswens =7 +1 -3 327 +4 [0} 235 19 18 19
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers....... T4l =4 +5 507 +8 +5 448 105 103 96
Beor distributorSseesseccscersccanns - =3 = +3 151 0 +9 112 59 -~ 58 54
Wine, distilled spirits wholesSaleTS....ceesesseoes +4 -5 +7 376 +10 + 336 137 136 124
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalerSe...... +12 -4 +11 689 .19 +2 462 137 140 132
Urug wholesalers (general and specialty lines)?... +15 =7 +13 305 +8 +3 215 165 174 153
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesalers,..... +9 -1 +9 223 +16 +1 165 78 75 80
Paint, varnish wholeS8lerS..cceveecssesroosesvenes +1 +2 +6 161 +5 +2 82 164 159 166
Tobacco distributorSeeerciecscrsinsosocnornncanas e +2 ~2 +4 280 +11 -1 159 61 57 60
Dry goods, apparel WholeSaleIS....eeeeevecesns . 0 -8 '+l 409 +11 +1 188 227 196 205
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholegalerseecass. -3 ~11 +1 93 +5 +1 40 248 202 194
Dry goods wholesalers (generalamdspecialty lines) +9 -8 +6 197 +14 +2 97 234 218 212
Piece g0OdS CONVETterSs..cassseresassernssssoscnne -9 -4 ~3 119 +11 -2 .5 197 164 201
Furniture, ‘howe furnishings wholesalers.... . +12 oy +11 320 +13 +2 192 158 142 148
Furniture WhOLeBBLOTBeseserossessctsorerecneecanss +7 0 +10 118 +8 RS 66 148 125 156
Howe furnishings, floor coverings wholesalers..... +16 =7 +11 202 . +15 +3 126 163 151 145
Paper, allied products wholeS8lerSe.sessesecsanmenen +14 ~6 +14 487 +11 +3 328 102 105 93
Paper wholesalerSesceseessseresnes +14 =7 +14 317 +14 +3 246 95 96 86
Stationery, wallpapsr wholesalers... +13 -5 +12 170 -1 +1 82 180 199 167
Inedible farm products meTChADES...cvsievrvnvassonrs +9 ~11 =3 291 +6 <~10 217 120 119 114
Automotive wholesalers,...... +3 +1 +6 : 687 +12 +2 489 203 180 198
Motor~vehicle distributors. . =7 -4 + T4 +22 +2 57 131 94 125
Automotive equipment, tzre-tube whnlesalers. seeens +8 +3 +7 613 +10 +2 432 245 235 242
Electrical, electronie, appliance goods distributors +15 =5 +13 893 422 +3 815 181 169 163
Electrical equipment, supplies wholesalers®....... +22 [} +20 573 +26 +3 546 167 159 158

Electrical appliances,IV and radio sets and parts >
and elec‘bronie parts, equipment distributors..... +6 ~11 +6 320 +19 +4 269 199 182 169
Hardware, plumbing,. heeting goods wholesalers....... +11 +3 +8 605 +11 o] 437 233 234 236
Hardware WholeSalarS...eeeasserssssoneanncassarsass +5 +1 +8 225 +6 -1 183 243 245 240
Plunbing, heating goods distributors.s.ccecssceces +19 +6 +7 . 380 +21 +1 254 221 217 231
Lumber, construction waterials A1EtTIbUtOTSe s ... s +2 +6 +4 557 +15 ~1 361 124 108 134
Lumber, millwork WholesAleTrB.esscseseercscasssoras +1 +3 +2 328 +15 -2 230 139 122 146
Construction materials distributors......... cesese +3 +12 +9 229 +14 ¢} 131 92 78 106
Machinery, equipment, sypplies distributors®........ +17 -2 +18 2,079 +15 +1 1,558 165 173 165

Air conditioning, commercial refrigeration equip--
ment dietributors.seseeeiareiiaeinrnnnn ceneane +9 +9 +8 125 +3 +5 80 157 153 159
Conmercial machines, equipment distributorg....... +18 +6 +14 134 +9 +1 95 133 144 147
Industrial wachinery, equipment, supplies houses.. +19 -6 422 950 +14 0 755 166 180 159
Professional equipment, supplies housesd.......... +5 -6 +11 437 +6 +3 336 209 210 192
Surgical, wedical, hospital supply houses....... +2 -3 +8 79 +8 +7 44 184 179 168
Service establishment equipment, supplies houses.. +1 -6 +10 160 +#7 1. +3 86 160 175 146
Metals, metalwork (except scrap) distributors....... +19 0 -+29 296 +18 +1 213 129 139 132
Iron, steel and products distributors..... .. +22 0 +30 ) 201 +19 1 150 169 185 170
Nonferrous metals distrivutors......... Ps +14 -1 +26 95 +13 -1 63 65 70 63
Iron-steel scrap, waste materials dealer8eceeccecesss +35 -1 +50 302 =1 -5 207 44 54 43
Iron-gteel serap dealerS....c.esceceiscsss . +45 -1 +63 . 169 =3 —4 116 32 44 29
Wagste materials dealers......... taerereesaeenans .. +18 -2 +31 133 +1 -5 91 66 75 69
Other merchant wholesalers®...........cu. . S 412 -..3 +10 960 +12 ~4 551 105 100 103
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers,... . +5 +I +8 143 +13 +4 93 173 156 174
Book, periodical, newspaper WwholesalersS.....:..... +4 -8 +7 119 +15 -2 32 142 112 132
Coal wholesalorS.sceeseesas +40 -2 +35 187 ~4 =1 101 31 45 32
Farm supplies wholesalers.. . =10 -9 -8 211 +14 -8 I’ 144 96 79 92
Jowolry wholeSalerSeeececssrrnnenss trvessesans seve +8 =7 +5 123 +3 -1 60 301 286 284

See page 6 for fooinotes.
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Table 2,--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

BY GEOGRAFHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

APRIL 1956
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratiosl’
Percent change (at cost) (percent)
Kind of business and geographic division Number of ’
Ses map sbove) App, 1956 4 mo. |establish- |Percent change, Number of
from-- 1956 ments Apr. 1956 from-- | establish &
Dr. Apr. Mar,
from |reporting, ments 1956 1055 1956
Apr. Mar, 4 mo. |Apr., 1956 Apr, Mar, reporting .
1925 1956 1955 1955 1956 Apr, 1956
Merchant wholesalers, total®s....cceu.nnn eraass +8 ~3 +10 11,549 +13 +1 8,322 127 122 122
Now Englende.eceereacesanennansnaye 6 0 +8 589 +9 +3 361 124 123 120
Middle Atlantic...... sesesasaeae +11 -3 +11 2,595 +13 +1 1,557 107 106 103
Eagt North Contral,..cieeesessnsocenns +12 -2 +13 2,163 +15 +1 1,611 114 111 111
West North Centrel arresmensenaes +3 -5 +4 1,169 +17 ~2 905 145 131 139
South Atlantic..... trtrgeensntesseseasesnsens +4 -7 +9 1,166 +12 0 877 144 136 13
Eagt South Contralececvieiniiiatariiesinseciensncossns +2 4 +3 512 +8 -2 398 141 137 142
West South Contrals.secissessvecennsonscasssaarsncsons +5 -3 +10 1,445 +9 +1 1,206 154 249 145
MoUnbadfe s evaraseincentenanncciresssessansssrsssancns . +3 +1 +8 422 +2 o} 350 158 152 159
D51 s TP +7 -3 +9 1,488 +15 +1 1,057 139 124 134
General-line grocery wholeBRleTS.s.iseeeeseserasssasns +3 -6 +6 790 +6 -2 664 110 107 106
Middle Atlanticessiisscnniannnns +8 ~7 +7 82 +1 «3 72 112 118 110
East North Central. +8 =3 +7 100 +7 -5 76 97 99 98
- West North Central. scesrneses +8 -8 +7 139 ¥l -6 132 100 99 97
South AtlentlCecseesdieencasrssninss 0 -5 +2 58 +4 -1 44 134 130 130
East South Contral..eceecienensrians 12 e -6 46 +6 «3 40 115 94 1i2
West South Centrale...cvvsvenrene 0 wle +5 158 +5 0 144 134 129 127
Mountain...soveveecesernscesnrasrones +19 =11 +18 35 +14 -4 28 108 106 95
T L +10 -9 +16 165 +8 0 124 92 97 91
Specialty~line grocery wholeSalerSisscssesessosarosre =2 =12 +8 291 +15 +1 202 97 80 84
New Englandesceeeseescnenvesnscessonenecas +2 -1 +13 16 +26 + 9 89 53 85
Middle Atlantice..... +4 =14 +13 121 +7 -2 7} 7 7L 70
Eagt North Central.. 0 =12 +8 34 +36 =4 28 82 60 T4
West North Central...... -12 -22 +3 17 +11 0 9 152 120 112
South Atlantice....eaees +1 -3 +8 22 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
South Central.......e... -6 -5 +6 40 +34 +24 30 156 100 96
2= T e T -3 -16 +4 38 +25 0 30 64 53 62
Dairy, pouliry products dilstributors......iecvecas.. . +3 -2 +8 542 +7 e 430 32 34 30
New Englandes.eeeeseansransrsarsssensasenntssensse . -9 -11 +4 18 (x) [€3) (x) (x) (x) (=)
Middle Atlanticeeeeceasasaunans .s +2 -2 +6 91 +2 +2 54+ 21 22 20
Eagt North Central.... .s +11 0 +11 103 +9 +10 82 29 32 27
West North Central +14 -2 +17 44 +5 +14 34 79 79 82
South Atlantle. e -3 +6 104 +20 +4 97 39 33 37
South Contrale.ieesesereesonssrsarsanacsss -1 +2 +7 57 +5 4] 47 24 20 3
PACIfiCeerencrrsenssnsncssasscroninossosnvncnossnnce +1 -3 +8 Il +16 +2 o0 40 34 39
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalers.iessescesseccrsnaee -7 +1 -3 327 + Q 235 19 18 19
Middle Atlantice.cseeceneveinescnsnens -14 =7 -6 46 +1 -7 23 14 11 13
Eagt North Central,....cvenens -9 +3 -6 35 -1 +1 24 i1 12 11
West North Central.. =13 -2 -8 56 +13 -9 45 21 12 23
South Atlantice.ceesensasrnas Q -2 -1 28 -3 4871 16 20 23 18
South Central...ceciensenvcssn 0 +3 +5 45 +20 +1 34 32 - 29 33
DT E R 4 +12 +2 77 -5 -8 61 16 18 18

. See page 6 for fooinotes.




Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS :

BY GEQOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS-~Continued

Page 5

APRIL 1956
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios
Percent change (at cost) {percent)
Kind of business and geographic division Rurber of T )
(Seo wap, page 4) Apr. 1956 4 mo. | esteblish- |Percent change, |Number of
from-~ 1956 ments Apr. 19%6 from--|establish- Apr, Apr. Mar.,
fiom reporting ments 1956 1955 1956

Apr. Mar, | 4 mo. |Apr. 1956 Apr., Mar, |reporting

1955 1956 | 1955 1955 1956 |Apr. 1956
Drug wholesalers (general and specially Yines)3...... +15 -7 +13 305 +8 +3 215 165 174 153
New Englande....eeess areeeae fesieseaerrsanestrans +7 v +12 20 +3 0 13 159 168 154
Middlie APJantiCe..sevevivonncnstercecssnneeans +20 -8 +9 65 +2 -1 41 140 157 141
Tast North Central.. +14 -2 +14 56 |- +15 0 34 158 165 150
West North Central.. . +9 -7 +8 23 +5 +7 21 156 162 129
South Atlantic...... +18 -4 +17 46 +8 +1 35 178 194 168
East South Central....... +13 -8 +11 15 +6 +4 12 185 200 161
West South Central. +20 -5 +17 40 +11 +2 32 198 213 185
Mountain. +15 -6 +14 14 +5. +4 11 208 241 187
PaCifiCe.crsonss +11 -8 +16 26 +19 +8 16 156 140 135
Tobacco distributors...ececcecans- +2 -2 -+ 280 +11 ~). 159 61 57 60
New Englende.c.saes +2 [4] +3 31 +9 -1 10 71 63 68
Middle Atlantic.... +1 -1 +5 55 +16 +3 34 58 51 56
East North Central... +2 =3 +2 43 +11 -6 27 56 49 55
West North Central.... -5 -7 -2 22 +15 +1 14 50 34 48
South Atlantice..ecswses 4 -5 +7 29 +4 -7 20 55 63 52
+3 +2 +3 45 +9 -2 21 72 70 81
+10 =3{- +10 39 4 +7 28 62 66 56
Dry goods, apparel wholesalers.... 4] -8 +1 409 +11 +1 188 227 196 205
New England. . . .o +7 +1 +10 20 +20 +3 8 258 223 268
Middle Atlantic..scerseanss -2 -6 0 261 +4 -1 132 193 182 189
Fast North Central...... eee +6 -8 +6 34 +20 +1 7 200 173 179
West North Centrdl,.... . -8 ~19 +3 21 +23 -1 12 336 250 224

veee 411 -2t +6 15| (x) (%) (x) (x) (x) (x)

. -8 -16 =2 26 49 +3 14 219 182 175
Pacificecserssncsnne enteanseeanacsrraant +3 -14 ¢} 31 +13 +6 17 358 311 281
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalerS......sssceers +1. -4 +11 320 +13 +2 192 158 142 148
Middle Atlantics..esesses PRS +14 -4 +13 99 +14 -1 43 129 112 121
Fast North Centrales..... +15 b +12 87 +7 +6 36 128 111 115
West North Central....... aees -14 0 +3 20 41 -1 18 216 169 204
South Atlantic...... crees aen -7 ~12 +5 35 +18 +1 24 247 189 207
South Contrale..csescsssascasacconcses . +7 -9 +6 43 +7 -t 36 187 188 210
PACifiCessensecnnrsannensinanss camsesreserarasane . +17 -1 +9 32 +23 +7 18 160 159 153
Automotive equipment, tire~tube wholesalers. [ +8 +3 +7 613 +10 +2 432 245 235 242
Middle Atlanticessecvoseneein [P RTTTINN .. +15 -2 +14 86 +7 +3 56 287 307 277
East North Central...... . . +6 +2 +4 104 +18 +2 T 200 161 193
West North Central....... . -1 +8 +2 65 =12 +2 22 327 378 342
South Atlanticesses.. veee . o -5 +3 62 +14 + 49 269 250 250
East South Central..... . +13 +5 +15 76 +9 +4 70 200 221 220
West South Central....... esressneacees . - +8 -3 +15 60 +15 +1 59 1333 333 323
i cescerenanasenes +7 +16 +6 46 +10 +5 41 278 248 322
PacifiCecesveonosersns tesesseensrnn +8 +1 +3 29 +4 +2 55 17 230 219
Electrical equipment, supplies wholesalers® . +22 ) +20 573 +26 +3 546 167 159 158
Now England...eeeeseese . +38 +2 +26 33 +11 0 32 152 176 161
Middle Atlantie. araeaearessrens . +42 +10 +30 68 +32 -2 60 129 137 134
East North Central...... +23 -2 +19 157 +18 +7 146 162 164 144
West North Central... +16 +5 +15 55 +26 -1 52 164 151 165
South Atlentic.... .ee +11 4 +15 89 +26 [¢] 88 180 175 177
Fast South Central... . +16 +1 +15 38 +19 +8 35 201 202 200
West South Centrales......ev.-. +4 -12 +15 61 +26 +6 61 217 178 181
Mountainaeseceessese . -3 +6 +7 21 +18 +4 21 171 141 174
PACEITICecearersnsannorssssssscnsssacsaasassrs +15 -6 +15 51 +38 +3 51 180 150 165
Electrical appliances, electronic parts distributors. +6 =11 +6 320 +19 +4 269 199 182 169
New ENglAnG.eceseensssrsssonsssnsasssassosncssatore +15 -5 +9 14 +6 +9 10 126] 141 111
Middle Atlantiec.. . +11 ~13 +12 67 +20 +8 49 177 173 135
East ‘North Centrale..scc.e..s +14 -8 +7 66 +24 +3 59 222 200 200
West North Central.. . -2 -16 =7 33 +7 +% 26 227 191 180
South Atlantic..... =5 =17 +5 44 +14 +5 37 186 170 146
East South Central.... -6 -2 -3 15 +21 [¢] 15 268 201 245
West South Central.. +3 -8 -1 25 +10 +2 22 181 157 161
Pacificieeecercnons +3 -8 +4 50 +16 +3 45 181 193 164
Hardware wholesalers +5 +1 +8 225 +6 -1 183 243 245 240
Middle Atlantic... +4 +13 +12 29 +12 +4 19 168 162 168
Eagt North Central..... +6 -5 +10 37 +9 -1 34 247 240 241
West North Central..... a -1 +3 28 +8 -5 26 279 257 281
South Atlentic...... +4 -2 +5 31 [ -1 21 279 290 271
East South Central.. 0 -1 +5 23 (¢} -5 22 246 244 256
West South Central.. +5 -16 +8 24 +10 0 21 229 224 188
Mountain....... +11 +4 +5 11 +8 +4 10 287 287 285
Pacific.....: +15 +6 +7 35 +1 +1 26 236 283 250
Plunbing, - heating goods wholesalers.. N +19 +6 +7 380 +21 +1 254 221, 217 231
New Englandeceeseccssnsasnss .. +11 +13 +6 19 +7 +1 i3 362 391 455
Middle Atlantic..... . +24 +8 +14 129 +24 0 66 217 220 241
East North Central.. . +27 +10 +17 50 +16 +1 41 211 208 226
West North Central.. . 0 +3 +2 34 +12 +1 29 243 210 241
South Atlantic...... . ese +9 0 +5 60 +23 +3 47 233 200 227
South Central....... srresan ves +9 +2 -4 43 +12 +9 39 203 226 191
PAOLLLCa s sevovrsaassassscoossasassssavavsssnsssaons +4 -2 +1 34 +26 +1 10 160 142 163

See page 6 for footnotes.
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Table 2,--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS——Continued

APRIL 1956

Sales -
Inventory, end-of-monfh Stock-sales ratiosl!
Percent change (at cost) (percent)
Kind of business and geographic division Number of - -
(See map, page 4) * Apr. 1956 4 wo. |establish- | Percent change, |Number of
from—-- 1956 ments Apr. 1956 from-- | esteblish- Apr. Apr, Mar.
from |reporting, ments 1956 | 1955 | 1956
Apr. Mar. 4 mo. JApr. 1956 Apr, Mar. |reporting,
1955 1956 1955 1955 1956 |Apr. 1956
Jumber, construction materials dealerS.icec-vecerenanss +2 +6 +4 557 +15 =1 361 124 108 134
New England....oeeeereaeneniovenanann -6 +7 -5 31 +6 +1 24 176 161 187
Middle Atlantic..... +9 +20 +6 115 +17 -3 88 124 112 138
East North Central.. +4 +9 +10 118 +20 +7 57 109 97 118
West North Central. -7 +9 -2 40 +11 -3 23 115 75 128
South Atlantic.... [4] -1 +8 58 +19 -3 31 81 71 88
South Central.. =14 -8 -12 71 +14 -2 52 162 130 161
Pacific....... feteseearbeesanane +9 0 +7 108 +15 -5 72 114 103 122
Industrial machinery,equipment, supplies distributors.. +19 -6 +22 950 +14 0 755 166 180 159
New England..eceeeas ceeen . +13 +6 +20 15 +23 +10 7 244 188 231
Middle Atlantie..... +21 -13 +19 73 +8 + 51 148 190 141
East North Central.... . +20 -6 +22 105 +24 N 83 162 161 139
VWest North Central.. . +5 +12 +12 T4 ~1 -3 52 182 175 162
South Atlantic... . +34 +2 +22 51 +23 0 45 153 17 155
South Central.. .. +18 -5 +30 482 +2 0 402 142 165 135
Pacific,i.eeen. Geleesecsacassaissiiesecsensna demeasreaen +15 +8 +14 81 +25 -5 62 214 244 245

x Insufficient data to show separately.
1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories
in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculations for the markup of sales, which varles from trade to trade.

? Not affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups.
3 See below for March 1956 data. '
“ Tneludes general-line electrical goods, wiring supplies, consiruction materials and apparatus wholesalers.
? Totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately.
Note: Firms reporting in this survey are part of a probability sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of business.
Each firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight which reflects its probability of selection {or, in other terms, the number
of firms in the trade which it represents. in the sample}. large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight of one (1).
Other firms are sampled at varying rates, depending upon size, with swaller firms having a lower probability of selection and thus
a larger weight.
Sales and ‘inventory figures reported for eny firm are multiplied by this weight and the results summarized to cbtain percentage
changes and stock-sales ratios.
Data on reported dollar values, previously shown as a measure of coverage, are now omitted since the itrend data are based on weighted
values. The number of establishments in the sample, from which reports were received in time for tabulation, are shown as an.
L indication.of coverage.
ADDENDUM TO THE MONTHLY WHOLESATE TRADE REPORT: MARCH 1956
Sales and Inventories of Drug Wholesalers
(Data on inventories of drug wholesalers presented hers ‘were withheld from the March 1956 re;iort because of incomplete
reporting of inventories at time of publication.)
Sales X :
Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratiosl
Percent change (at cost) (percent)
N s ie divist Number of
Kind of busmz(ess. and geogTapllgc division March 1956 3 mo. | establish~ {Percent change, | Number of
6% map, page from—— 1956 | ments Mar. 1956 from—| establish-| .. | .. .
. . eb.
from | reporting, ments 1956 1955 1956
Mar. Feb. 3 mo, | Mar. 1956 Mar, Feb. reporting,
1955 1956 1955 °| 1955 1956 Mar. 1956
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty lines)...... .s +11 +6 +12 331 +7 +1 235 158 160 167
New Englande..v.cesvanvincesas reeraenenenaes . +7 +4 +13 17 +7 0 i1 147 147 156
Middle Atlantic.... +7 +8 +6 67 +1 0 37 134 140 144
East North Central. +10 +4 +14 62 +15 -2 38 157 150 166
West North Central... +8 +4 +8 22 +8 -3 20 159 159 Eival
South Atlantic....... +16 +4 +17 42 +7 0 34 150 161 156
East South Central. +12 +12 +11 19 +5 -3 14 17 182 200
West South Central... +13 +6 +16 51 +3 ] - 35 182 191 193
Mountain.......... cees . .o +9 A +14 18 +1 -1 16 190 196 200
Pacific...verreiiiiiiiinioircaniennnann treamaarenean +15 +11 +17 33 +13 +11 30 147 150 145

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, &t cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories
in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these calculations for the mark-up of sales, which varies from trade to trade.
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Data shown in this wreport are based on rTeports
submitted by a reporting panel of over 11,000 estab-
1lishments which are representative of all merchant
wholesaler firms in the country (see note on page 6).
The reporting panel is part of a probability sample
developed by the Bureau of the Census to provide
national dollar volume estimates of sales and ‘inven-
tories of merchant wholesalers by Xkind of business.

Sales

May 1956 sales of merchant wholesalers rose 9 per-
cent over April sales and were also 14 percent higher
than sales in May 1955, Cumulative sales during the
first 5 months of 1956 were 11 percent above those
of ‘the comparable period of 1955. Durable goods
trades, in +total, showed a 7 percent increase over
April sales while nondurable goods trades reported a
slightly larger gain (9%). However, durable goods
trades, in total, noted the sharper gain over year-
ago sales--16 percent--compared with the increase of
15 percent indicated by the nondurable goods trades.

Among the +trades reporting better than average
gains over previous month sales werc beer (23%), in-
edible farm products (17%), specialty-line groceries
(17%), and fresh fruits and vegetables (17%). Jew-
elry, down 8 percent, noted a seasonal decline, In
comparison with May 1955 sales, iron and steel scrap,
up 54 percent, again' showed +the most substantial
gain. Other large increases were indicated for non-
ferrous metals (29%), coal (28%), electrical equip-
ment and supplies (27%), books and periodicals (25%),

iron and steel products (24%), industrial machinery
and equipment (24%), dimedible farm products (24%),
and specialty-line groceries (21%). Declines were
noted in only three trades--clothing and furnishings
(1%), motor-vehicles (7), =and piece goods con-
verters (14%).

Sales in all geographic divisions were higher than
a month earlier or a ‘year ago. Increases .over the
previous month ranged from 4 percent in the lest
South Central Division to 12 percent in the West
North Central Division. Gains over a year ago were
somewhat greater, ranging from 7 to 15 percent.

Inventories )

Inventories of wholesalers at the end of May were
at about the same level as on April 30, but were 10
percent above stocks on hand a year ago. The May
stock-sales ratio of 120 percent was 11 points below
the April ratio and 4 points below the ratio for May
1955,

Changes from previous month inventories were small
for most trades. However, sharp declines from April
30 stocks were noted in inedible farm products (17),
farm supplies (14%), and waste materials (11%). Com-
pared with a year ago, most trades reporited substan~
tial inereases, nonferrous metals (25%), retailer
cooperative groceries (21%), and electrical equip-
ment (20%),reglstering the most significant of these.
Declines were reported by only two trades--Jewelry
(1%) and inedible farm products (7).

SALES OF MERCHANT. WHOLESALERS—1954, 1955 AND 1956
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Teble 1.-~TRENDS IN SALES . AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

UNITED STATES, BY KINDS OF BUSINESS

Page 3

MAY 1956
Sales 4 Y
Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios
Percent change {at cost) (percent)
Number of ]
Kind of business May 1956 5 mo. |establish- |FPercent change, | Number of
from—- %956 me:€§ May 1956 from-- SStigiiZh_ May May Apr.
TOm reporting
Wy | Apr. | SR Ma.}; L5 Moy b, | reporting 1956 1955 | 1956
19551 1956 | 1955 | . 1955 1956 | May 1956

United States, totaleciecciorsnesnrocrataenses +14 +9 +11 11,729 +10 ] 8,377 120 124 131
Grocery, confectionery, meat WholesalerS........sees +14 +12 +7 1,310 +9 0 992 87 89 99
General-line grocery wholesSa8lerS8...ceeccicecesnencss +14 +9° +8 795 +5 0 661 103 114 115
Nonaffiliated®...ooerrvoreesens tesevereeanse +10 +8 +5 597 +2 ¢} 507 125 134 139
Voluntary groupS..eerescvsas +20 +38 +12 180 +6 0 143 93 105 100
Retailer-cooperative.e.veesasns +16 +11 +10 18 +21 +6 1 68 72 78
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers...cessesssssnnes +21 +17 +11 276 +19 0 185 8¢ 86 104
Confectionery wholeSa8leTrS...ecsecscssoonssnons - +5 +8 +3 90 +16 +1 44 88 79 97
Meat, meat products wholesalers......cseessses . +5 +14 -2 149 +13 +1 102 32 22 - 36
Edible farm products distribulors....ccseesceccecnnse +9 +10 +5 989 +10 +3 683 31 31 33
Pairy, poultry products distributor: +9 +7 48 675 +10 + 468 35 34 36
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalerS......ceeoaessnas +8 +17 0 314 +9 -1 215 23 23 26
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesaleTS....cceceus +12 +18 +7 516 +6 +3 453 . 90 98 103
Beer AistributorS..ceeeeeceneronaens-n +5 +23 +3 138 0 +8 124 50 52 57
Wine, distilled spirits wholesalerS...esceescencns +18 +15 +9 378 +8 +1 329 122 137 137
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalers....... +13 4 +11 686 +9 -1 451 134 144 140
Drug wholesalers {general and specialty lines) . +15 +3 +13 307 +9 -1 211 152 166 161
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesalers . +12 | +5 +10 224 +10 + 153 80 84 80
Paint, varnish wholesalers.......cceveeuvsonenions +6 +5 +6 155 +12 -3 87 165 163 180
Tobaceo AIstribulorsee s iciiiriiiinensrercarvcrnannes +6 +8 +5 277 +5 +1 161 63 66 67
Dry goods, apparel wholesalerS..i.ecerscessscernaaens -2 0 +1 3% +9 +2 187 247 212 242
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalerS.i..... -1 +3 [} 100 +8 +3 59 253 243 264
Dry goods wholesalers {general and specialty lines) +7 [s] +6 172 +14 +2 79 225 173 215
Piece E00ds CONVETEErS...ceeeeseccssocnoaness . ~14 4 =5 122 +7 +1 49 270 218 251
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers....eseeveses +11 +3 +#11 341 "~ 413 -2 197 191 187 195
Furniture wholeBalerS.ceescescveerescvasannrsnsses +11 +6 +10 110 +13 0 63 178 183 176
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalers..... +12 +1 ¥11 231 +13 -2 134 196 189 203
Paper, allied products wholeSalerS....sveeosesssrres +17 +3 +14 494 +4 -1 341 117 130 122
Paper wholesalerS.....veeeneceions PR +18 +4 +15 327 + -2 262 109 120 115
Stationery, wallpaper wholesaleTS..ceessssesccasaes +13 -1 +12 167 4 +4 79 201 229 191
Inedible farm products merchentS....c.esveevscesenon +24 +17 +2 272 -7 ~17 155 92 125 104
Automotive WholeSRlerS..eesvscsersrncrccescconnansen +8 16 +6 | 665 +6 0 500 185 185 199
Motor-vehicle distributors ,e e =7 +6 +1 64 +10 4 55 108 90 122
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalersS....... +14 +7 +9 601 +5 +1 445 223 244 235
Electrical, electronic, appliance goods distributors 421 +12 +15 950 +15 -2 848 163 169 186
Electric equipment, supplies wholesalers®.....vuos +27 +13 +21 629 +20 +1 600 150 157 169

Electrical appliances, TV and radio seis and parts
and electronic parts, equipment distributors..... +13 +9 +7 321 +9 -5 248 184 189 215
Hardware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalerS....... +8 +9 +8 604 +11 0 443 229 222 248
Hardware wholesSalerS.....c-onesverseess +7 +7 +8 236 +11 0 192 246 230 260
Plumbing, heating goods distributors..........o..s +11 +11 +8 368 +11 0 251 203 206 227
Lumber, construction materials distributors......... +7 +11 +5 570 +15 0 392 120 112 135
Lumber, millwork wholesalerS....... +6 +10 +3 328 +16 0 235 135 127 148
Construction materials distributor: +8 +14 +9 242 +13 -1 157 99 88 116
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors®........ +16 +5 +18 2,114 +14 +1 1,560 160 165 167
. +3 +2 +6 115 +1 +1 87 184 192 173
Commercial machines, equipment distributors....... +13 4 +14 155 +6 0 929 142 154 148
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies houses.. +24 +7 +22 984 +10 +1 760 135 156 145
Professional equipment, supplies houses®.......... +14 +5 +11 417 +9 +3 316 198 218 202
Surgical, medical, hospital supply houseS....... +18 +4 +10 78 +14 +2 46 166 188 168
Service establishment equipment, supplies houses.. +5 +2 +9 162 +13 +1 85 167 154 171
Metals, metalwork (except scrap) distributors:...... +26 +7 +28 291 +20 0 224 123 131 132
Iron, steel and products distribuiors..s... +24 +3 +29 205 +19 0 155 153 164 163
Nonferrous metals distributors.......ccievnnanicns +29 +13 +27 86 +25 -3 69 63 61 70
Iron-steel serap, waste materials dealerS......-.... +41 +9 +48 279 +4 -6 183 39 52 48
Iron-steel serap dealerS...ccveevsesase +54 +13 +61 154 0 -4 109 36 54 44
Waste materials dedlerS.....vevercervorconesseasns +18 +2 +28 125 +17 ~11 T 50 46 58
Other merchant wholesalers?....iuvuvevonrorarronenss +19 +4 +12 977 +7 0 607 103 102 106
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers...... +13 +4 +9 141 +11 +1 107 211 203 208
Book, periodical, newspaper wholesalers. +25 +10 +11 136 +8 -2 64 86 130 119
Coal WholeSalerS. cvasernsecrsnecanaes +28 +6 +33 201 +15 +11 119 30 33 29
Farm supplies wholesalers.. sernana +7 -2 -5 209 +5 -4 147 a 72 83
Jewelry wholesalersS.ceeseeerrrvveesnnnsninarnronas +9 -8 6 133 -1 +1 55 287 337 288

See page 6 for footnotes,
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Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

MAY 1956
Seles Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios?
Percent change (at cost) {percent)
5 ‘business i ivisi Number of
Kind of miseea;:ipg:gi::?hm division Moy 1956 5 mo. | establish- | Percent change, Norber of
from-~ 1956 ments May 1956 from-- | ostablish- | May May Apr.
.| from |reporting : Tents 1956 | 1955 | 1956
May Apr. 5 mo. | May 1956 May -ApT | renorting, -
1955 | 1956 | 1955 1955 | 195 | v 1956

Merchant wholesalers, t0t81%...vevseueerens veenes +14 +9 +11 11,729 +10 0 -8,377 120 124 131
New England..ceeescscsnsesen . +17 412 +10 578 +3 9] 332 T 104 106 157
Middle Atlantic... +15 21 +12 2,570 +11 -1 1,494 105 109 116
East North Central.. +15 +9 1 +14 2,222 +10 0 1,659 102 106 112
+13 +12 +6 1,184 +9 +1 925 140 138 146
+14 +8 +10 1,246 +11 -2 o17 142 143 158
+14 +11 +5 546 +10 -2 433 138 150 159
+15 +6 +11 1,446 +6 -1 1,175 140 155 145
+9 +9- +8 420 +7 0 ' T334 152 152 172
+15 +5 +10 1,517 +17 +2 1,108 130 131 136
+14 +9 +8 795 +5 0 661 103 114 115
+18 +7 +9 81 +7 -1 72 100 104 111
East North Central +11 411 +8 104 +2 +3 83 92 97 97
West North Central +17 +8 +9 132 +5 +4 124 85 92 87
+6 +8 +3 57 4 -3 45 157 156 175
+4 +9 4 45 +1 -2 40 132 135 148
+19 +6 +8 150 +15 +2 128 103 105 106
+24 +8 %20 40 0 -3 30 145 186 170
+20 +10 +16 175 +8 +1 132 73 110 105
+21 +17 +11 276 +19 o] 185 88 86 104

+24 +19 +15 13 ) {x) [€3] =) (%) [€3)
Middle Atlantic... +24 +15 +15 117 +18 -1 7L 60 69 7%
Fast North Central... +20 +18 +11 41 +15 -2 33 a4 84 95
West North Central. +13 +23 +5 11 +19 =5 9 147 5 194

South Atlantic.... +14 £19 +8 19 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)
South Centralic...... +22 +14 +9 34 +9 +1 23 152 201 188
+16 +19 +6 37 +22 0 30 99 64 111
Dairy, poultry products distribulorB.ccecsvescescercss +9 +7 +8 675 +10 +4 468 35 34 36

New England..... aas +32 +6 +13 18 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x}) (x)
Middle Atlantic.... . +1 +5 +5 117 +3 +5 64 26 27 26
East North Central... . +9 +8 +2 145 +2 +6 95 34 37 35
West North Central...... .. +10 +11 +15 52 +20 + 43 72 57 76
South Atlantic... . +11 +7 +2 117 +16 +5 96 26 25 27
South Central... S +13 +7 +8 81 +11 +2 50 38 30 40
Pacificeeere.. .e NN +7 +5 +8 134 +7 +11 99 39 39 37

See page 6 for footnotes.
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Table 2.-~TRENDS IN .SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESATERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued
MAY 1956 .
Sal !
ales - Inventory, end-of-month | Stock-sales *ratios?
Percent change (at cost) (percent)
i i and raphic divisi Number of . b
Kind of busm?;ze mapg;gge E})‘ division May l‘-;fﬁ ]5_9?2 ectablish. | Percent change, Numbe:g- of
from it ments May 1956 from-- establish- May May Apr
; e .
ey | apr. | 5 mo. Taporggg: ey | spr. repﬂrﬁiﬁg, 195 | 1955 | 195
1955 | 1956 | 1955 | 1955 | 1936 May 1956 '

Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalerS.....ieveveeasnnnass +8 +17 0 314 9 -1 215 23 23 26
New England...sresviesscecanses +2 +33 +4 13 +1 -7 10 17 16 24
Middle Atlantie. +8 +21 -3 38 +17 -3 16 16 16 19
East North Central. +11 +16 ~2 44 +16 +6 28 21 19 22
West North Central. +11 +10 ~3 53 +6 4 46 20 22 23
South Atlantic..... -4 +3 -2 29 4 +3 16 32 35 33

+9 +15 +5 } 31 +21 =15 20 36 36 46
2T S +4 +24 +2 . 77 +1 0 56 25 28 29

Drug wholesalers {(gemeral and specialty 1ines)........ +15 +3 +13 307 +9 -1 211 152 166 161
New Englandes.essseenessesaseeesenacsasnsaconvasenss +12 +8 +12 22 ) -3 16 119 142 135
Middle Atlantic...c..... . +11 +1 +10 76 +5 0 42 141 161 150
East North Cemtral...... . +16 + +14 51 +8 o} 34 149 171 163
West North Central. . +20 +3 +10 23 +5 +1 20 164 188 165
South Atlantic..... . +18 +3 +17 44 +4 ~4 35 160 177 170
East South Central... . +16 +# | 412 14 +15 -1 11 185 185 196
West South Central...... . +16 +5 +16 33 +11 -1 25 172 17 182
Mountain......... . +28 +% +16 5] (x) (x) (x) (x) {x) {x)
PacifiCuieeeesasersssatrstovonaasnacascarrosononocas +12 +2 +15 29 +15 -3 18 142 140 145

Tobacco distributorSere i ciereierreensocrecenssarenns +6 +8 +5 277 +5 +1 161, 63 66, &7
New England........ -6 +2 +1 371 (x) (%) (x) (x) (x) (x}
Middle AtlanticC..averenoraons +5 +8 .45 44 +6 -1 26 72 79 76
East North Central.. +4 +10 +3 54 +7 +5 40 66 62 70
West North Central.... +13 +11 +1 21 4 -2 16 56 64 &3
South Atlantic.......a.. +17 +7 .49 28 +3 -5 19 67 78 80
South Central... +9 +9 +4 39 +6 -2 19 59 62 66
T i +6 +3 +9 43 +2 + 33 58 68 55

Dry goods, apparel wholeSalerS...cicerssncrsssacsosnns -2 o +1 394 19 +2 187 247 212 242
New Englande.vceeessosvanacacenses . +7 +8 +10 16 +11 e 5 195 199 277

- Middle AtlantiCe..eeseceessnan . 4 -2 -1 255 +3 +1 110 223 208 214
East North Central.......ces.e . +16 +10 +8 27 +12 ~2 4 . 198 196 221
West North Central.c.......... . -3 -1 +2 22 439 +11 17 384 274 348
South Atlantic..eevane... . +7 =10 +6 24 +17 +5 14 330 237 261
South Central.s.e... +6 +14 0 25 +10 + 12 311 300 333
Pacific.. caeen 4 -3 -1 23 +11 +2 13 280 245 296

Furniture, home furnishings wholesalerS.....veessionss +11 +3 +11 341 +13 -2 197 191 187 195
Middle Atlantic..eevevececncearannes +12 +2 +12 94 +15 -2 45 210 187 212
East North Central.......c.ues +12 +2 +12 69 +7 -1 40 159 165 163
West North Central. -5 -2 +1 22 +2 =3 16 175 237 177
South Atlantic...... +2 +9 +4 42 +21 -4 20 229 211 257
South Ceniral...... +9 +6 +7 b +5 -2 33 227 234 252
PacifiCicercerinnaan +14 -1 +10 42 +23 +3 22 17 176 162

Automotive equipment, tire-iube wholesalerS........... +14 +7 +9 601 +5 +1 445 223 244 235
Middle AtlantiC..sccererincraruncesssnasesnnnsnnnens +21 +14 +16 82 +10 0 57 174 186 203
East North Central. +16 +5 +6 104 +11 +1 79 212 228 210
West North Central. +5 +1 +3 61 + -1 28 232 266 241
South Atlantic..iev... +12 +12 +5 - 65 4 -1 .51 233 265 260
East South Ceniral.. +23 -1 +16 Ve +5 +3 73 281 337 273
West South Central.. +16 +5 +15 77 +5 +1 75 242 270 249
Mountain......... ave +h + +6 50 +1 +2 43 261 271 264
PaCIf i inneneiesneensveansocennserasessassnsannnas +10 +3 4 81 +16 -4 35 240 253 267

Electrical equipment, supplics wholesalers®..ecesenss. +27 +13 +21 629 +20 +1 600 150 157 169

+39 +30 +29 36 +14 +2 33 109 134 fPAY
+38 +7 +32 70 +12 +1 69 123 139 31
+16 +19 +18 155 +23 + 145 165 163 193
+18 +7 +15 59 +14 +2 57 168 175 17
+22 +13 +17 117 +24 -5 111 162 158 194
+18 +19 +15 | 41 +37 -1 39 161 141 191
West South Central..... +32 +21 +18 68 +19 ~1 65 200 224 240
Mountain....evennans +21 +16 +10 28 +20 +3 28 169 170 190
2T N +34 +6 +18 55 +26 o 53 140 140 152

Electrical appliances, electronic paris distributors.. +13 +9 +7 321 +9 -5 248 184 189 215

New England..uiceeseeeciancnvnocnsssanscnsassnnsanee +10 0 +10 | 19 -8 =11, 10 153 155 160

+20 +16 +13 69 +8 -1 45 144 191 184

+16 +7 +9 62 +22 ~3 56 178 167 204

o +14 -6 37 -4 -9 25 211 213 249

+8 +3 +5 56 +23 -6 47 253 215 286

-1 +18 -3 8 -2 =7 7 186 184 246

-5 +15 -1 16 ~16 0 14 184 198 207

Pacifici.cersnneinne . +7 +1 +5 45 +7 -7 35 191 192 181
See page 6 for footnotes.
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Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALFRS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS-—Continued

MAY 1956
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios®
Percent change (at cost) (percent)
Number of
Kind of business and geographic division May 1956 5 .m0 establish~ | Percent change,| Number of
(see map, page 4) fzom—— 1956. ments May 1956 from-- | establish-
from reporting ments May May Apr.
May Apr. 5 mo. May 1956 May Apr. reporting 1956 1955 1956
1955 | 1956 | 1955 1955 | 1956 | MY 19%

Hardware wholesalerS.ceciseseacse +7 +7 +8 236 +11 Q 192 246 230 260
Middle Atlantic....... . 48 |- 46 +11 32 +16 ¢} 20 228 211 247
East North Central.... +1 +1 +8 39 +13 0 35 231 207 237
West North Central...... +8 +7 +5 43 +9 +1 41 267 250 264
South Atlanticl.... vee . +15 +16 +8 34 +12 -3 19 291 286 359
East South Centralec.esesceas +10 +10 +6 24 +8 +6 22 253 250 256
Weat South Centralesec.sses e +10 +16 +8 18 +8 -3 15 198 216 244
Mountaine.esessccssacsesass +8 -2 +6 11 +13 0 9 351 339 370
PACIfiCesereserarnscsenranssnassesesstocassnsaessa +5 0 +6 30 +8 2 26 235 238 242

Plumbing, heating goods wholesalers.. +11 +11 +8 368 +11 0 251 203 206 227
Middle Atlantic..eicnaennsensccres +12 +14 +13 109 +17 -1 59 199 201 233
East North Central. +22 +12 +18 62 +15 -1 57 . 183 185 206
West North Central. +10 +7 +3 30 +8 +4 29 256 260 262
South Atlantice.s.. +11 +14 +6 58 +7 +4 49 181 183 199
South Centraleces.. 4 +3 ~4 53 +5 -3 37 239 225 251
PACifiCesccsscernsaroorsonrascessntcsssascsinconnns -1 | +5 +1 36 +8 -2 10 212 207 234

Lumber, construction materials dealerSesivecacscesces +7 +11 +5 570 +15 0 292 120 112 135
New Englandeeeeesavacsnnnscsssanenenss +3 +28 ~2 23 +2 -9 19 86 84 13
Middle Atlantic.....en +7 +16 +6 139 +9 -3 23 101 98 124
East North Central. 0 +6 +8 125 +15 +1 64 141 116 149
West North Central. +3 +7 ~1 45 +27 0 30 125 104 133
South Atlantice.eensss +30 +16 +12 52 +31 -1 39 96 106 113
South Central. +2 +12 -10 75 +8 -1 &5 L 143 137 163
PacifiCesassess . +13 + +8 95 +14 +4 68 128 130 130

Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies distributors +24 +7 +22 984 410 41 760 135 156 145
New ENglandecessessssccsessrasssssiocasnannesaocsss 421 +3 +20 19 (x) {x) (x) x) (x) )
Middle Atlantic.. +20 +e +19 77 +22 +1 42 120 111 120
East North Centra +32 +7 +23 116 +11 +1 79 115 142 130
West North Central +12 ~1 +12 86 +2 o 75 119 132 117
South Atlantic. +26 +6 +23 &7 +16 0 38 137 150 141
South Central. +32 +12 +31 494 6 0 406 140 184 156
PacifiCessssnse +11 +2 +13 6 +9 0 60 209 259 248

Insufficient data to show sepéu‘a‘bely.

[afe]

in conjunction with sales. No adjustment is made in these caleulations for the markup of sales, which varies Trom trade to irade.
Not affiliated with voluntary groups or ‘cooperative groups.

Includes general-line electrical goods, wiring supplies, construction materials and apparatus wholesalers.

Totals include data for some kinds of business not shown separately.

~wn

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories

Note: Firms reporting in this survey are part of a probability semple representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of business.
Each firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight which reflects its probability of selection (or, in other terms, the oumber

Other firms are sampled at varying rates, depending upon size, with smaller firms having a lower probability of selection and thus
a larger weight.

Sales and inventory figures reported for amy firm are miltiplied by this weight and the resulis summarized to obtain percentage
changes and stock-sales ratios.

Data on reported dollar values, previcusly shown as a measure of coverage, are now omitted since the trend data are based on

weighted values. The number of establishments in the sample, from which reporte were reccived in time for tabualtion are shown as
an indication of coverage.

of firms in the trade which it represents in the sample). Large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight of one (1).
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

" First Half-=year Sales

Sales of merchant wholesalers during the first six
months of 1956 were 10 percent higher than in the
first half of 1955, Durable goods trades, in total,
noted an increase of 14 percent in sales during this
period as compared with a gain of 7 percent by non~-
durable goods trades.

Most trades were ahead of first half 1955 sales.
However, two durable goods trades--motor-vehicles and
lumber, millwork--and one mnondurable goods trade-~
clothing, furnishings--showed no change, while three
other nondurable goods trades--meat {2%), farm sup-
plies (5%), and piece goods (6%)~--noted declines.
Iron and steel scrap, with sales up 57 percent over
first half 1955, registered the principal gain. Other
large increases in +the durable goods irades were in
iron and steel products(27%) ,nonferrous metals (25%),
waste materials (24%), electrical equipment 222%),

and industrial machinery, equipment (21%). Among the

nondurable goods trades, the larger gains were re~
ported by coal (32%), drugs (13%), and paper (13%).

A11 geographic divisions shared in the increased

- sales during the first half of 1956. The east North

Central Division, up 12 percent, recorded the prin-

cipal gain over first half 1955, while the West North

Cehrtral and East South Central Divisions shared the
smallest increase, 6 percent.

June Sales

June 1956 sales of merchant wholesalers, contrary
to their usual seasonal pattern, declined 3 percent
from May 1956 sales but were 6 percent higher than
sales in June 1955. Although most trades reported
moderate changes in sales from a month earlier, two
trades--inedible farm products (20%) and farm supplies
(28%)--noted sharp declipes. Compared with a year
ago, substantial increases. were registered by iron
and steel scrap (38%), coal (26%), and electrical
equipment, supplies (24%). Piece goods, with sales
off 11 percent, noted the largest decrease among the
‘ten trades which experienced declines from sales a
year ago. )

Although June 1956 sales in the New England and
Mountain Divisions were. slightly (1%) higher than in
May, 8ll other divisions = showed small declines, the
largest of these (6%) occurring inthe West North
Central Division. However, June 1956 sales in all
geographic divisions ranged from 5 to 10 percent
above year-ago sales.

Inventories

Traventories of wholesalers at the end of June were
down slightly (1%) from the May 31 level, bub were
10 percent above stocks on hand.a year ago. The June
1956 stock-sales ratio of 120 percent was 2 points
above the May ratio and 5 points above the ratio for
June 1955, ’

Most trade groups showed only small changes from
their May 31 inventory levels. Sharpest changes
noted were an increase of 24 percent for coal and a
decline of 11 percent by inedible farm products.

SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS--SELECTED KINDS. OF BUSINESS
FIRST HALF 1956 COMPARED WITH 1955
. {Percent Change) _
o +! +10

-io -5 345 s20 425 430 435

SCRAP, WASTE MATERIALS
coaL

METALS, METALWORK
MACHEKERY, EQUIPMENT

ELECTRICAL GOODS

DURABLE GODS, TOTAL
PAPER ARD PRODUCTS
GROCER1 ES (SPECIALTY LINE)
DRUGS, CHEMICALS

AL TRADES, TCTAL
FURNITURE, FURNISHINGS -
GROCERIES, {GENERAL LINE)
WARDWARE, PLUMBING
HNONDURABLE - GOODS , ¢ TOTAY]
SEER, WINE, SPIRITS
JEWELRY

AUTOMOTIVE

EDIBLE FARM PRODUCTS
LYVBER CORSTRUCTION
ToBACCO

INEDIBLE FARM PRODUCTS

DRY GOODS

HEAT AXD PRODUCTS

FARM SUPPLIES

Compared with a year ago, substantial inventory gains
were noted far iron, steel products (324), nonferrous
metals (24%4), construction materials (24%), erd amus-
ement, sporting goods (20%). Declines were reporied
for dairy, poultry products (2%), beer (3%), paint,
varnish (5%), jewelry (5%), inedible farm products
(74), and iron and steel scrap (7%).

-Genexral

Dete shown in this report are based on reports sub-
mitted by a reporting panel of over 11,000 estab-
lishments which are representative of all merchant
wholesalers in the country (see note on page 6).
Data in this report are not adjusted for number of
days in the month, nor for seasonal or price fluctu~
ations. .

Each month, épproximately one week prior to the

 publication of this report, an advance release is

issued containing percen;hage changes in sales and
i{nventories and stock-sales ratios for the 17 major
4rade groups covered by ‘this report. This advance
release is available upon request.

For sale by the Bureau of the Census: single copy—10¢, annual subscription—$1.00
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Table 1.~-TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

JUNE 1956
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios!®
A{at cost) {percent)
Percent change °
. . Number of
Kind of business June 1956 6 mo. | establish- |Percent change, | Number of
frome- 1956 ments | June 1956 from--| establish- | June s
from | reporting ments 1956 | 1955 1056
June May |© mo. | June 1956 | June May |reporting
1955 | 1956 | 1935 1955 1956 | June 1956

United States, totalecerisnconseraciansssnsens +6 ~3 +10 11,651 +10 ~1 8,357 120 115 118
Grocery, confectionery, meat wholesalers e +6 -1 7 1,360 +11 0 1,011 78 T Vil
General-line grocery wholesalers... +7 -2 +8 807 +10 -1 625 105 104 106
Nonaffiliated?.vevevusasernnans +6 -3 +5 635 +13 -1 497 111 109 113
Voluntary EroupSs.ecsssesssss . +4 -1 +11 157 +% 0 118 91 94 - 9%
Retailer-cooperabive.cveeeceescans +15 0 +10 15 + ~7 10 99 107 108
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers.. +10 +1 411 300 +14 +1 213 76 72 76
Confectionery wholesalerSiccevescsssen +1 4 C 42 96 +7 0 53 T 64 70
Meat, meat products wholeSAlerS....sscvevnsronssne -1 4 =2 157 +6 +1 120 23 19 22
Edible farm products distributorS...ssscecceceascses +7 +3 +5 844 +3 +1 673 26 28 27
Dairy, poultry products distributors... +2 -3 +7 527 -2 +1 %58 31 33 29
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesaleTrs...cseereecsanss] +14 +11 +2_ 317 +19 -3 215 | 18 19 24
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalerS.....e.eeosl 4l -5 16 ] 491 +8 0 431 106 100 98
Beer distributorsisicecvessevensscocaas +7 + +4% 107 -3 +3 94 61 63 57
Wine, distilled spirits wholesaleTrSsvessrasennsons -2 -10 +7 384 +12 ~2 337 141 123 126
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalers....... +7 =3 +11 710 +5 ~1 468 140 153 136
Drug wholesalers {general and specialty lines). +13 4 +13 312 +7 -1 227 157 175 152
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesalers. +3 -1 +8 239 +5 +1 154 94 97 92
Pajnt, varnish wholesalerS...c.ceseessevasocsacens 4 -5 +4 159 - =5 -1 87 166 172 171
Tobacco AistributorSeseeececscssossornacssscrorasecns -2 -3 +3 283 +5 +1 117 54 51 52
Dry goods, apparel wholesalerSivessisscesssssevsvesn -3 =3 0 411 +12 -2 206 231 190 233
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalers.,..... 4 -5 0 95 +9 -3 47 216 190 211
Dry goods wholesalers (general and specialty lines) 43 -1 +6 183 +15 =1 95 232 198 243
Piece goodS CONVETLEIS.sesssooavstscvesensseosssnere <11 -2 -6 133 +12 4 64 248 179 248
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers.........ee.e ¢} =) +9 320 +9 -3 186 162 143 156
Furniture wholeSalerS.eseesassassressssssrsonancns +5 ~7 +10 102 +6 -1 61 161 143 164
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalers..... -2 ~10 +9 218 +10 dy 125 162 143 152
Paper, allied products wholesalers.. +6 =2 412 504 +13 43 336 125 114 116
Paper wholesalerSeissssssessinss +6 -2 +13 331 +13 +5 248 118 108 109
Stationery, wallpaper wholeSalerS.eevesasssvessces +6 -2 +11 173 +12 +3 88 214 206 202
Inedible farm products merchantS...cesvsesscrencacen +5 =20 +2 239 -7 ~11 178 111 131 95
Automotive wholesalerS.vesessvesnasrsossssaienancsne +1 -1 +5 660 +5 -1 462 190 188
Motor-vehicle distributorS...csscevssacens -6 -5 0 . 57 +2 -5 47 117 100 117
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers....... +5 +1 +8 603 +6 -1 415 230 220 230
Electrical, electronic, appliance goods distributors +17 +4 +15 979 +11 wde 880 151 158 167
Electric equipment, supplies wholesalers®s.ceesoas 2 e +22 636 +ID =5 (303°) % 146 149

Electrical appliances, TV and radio se®end parts,
and electronic parts, equipment distributors..... +8 4 +7 343 +6 -1 271 176 173 193
Hardware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalers....... +5 +1 +7 610 +7 ~1 459 225 226 229
Hardware wholeSaleTrSisseeseacesssoracacvones +5 +1 +7 228 46 -1 194 250 254 253
Plumbing, heating goods distributors.....c.c.cve.. + +2 +7 382 +9 <1 265 192 184 198
Lumber, construction materials distributorse...s.... 4 +1. +3 584 +7 -2 395 112 98 114
Lumber, millwork wholeSalerS...oseeesesesse . -9 ~1 0 341 +4 -3 246 136 117 135
Construction materials distributors......ceeeeevss +6 +% +8 243 +24 0 149 70 56 7
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors®.ceveses +10 =31 +17 2,071 +18 +2 1,566 154 145 145

Air conditioning, commercial refrigeration equip-
ment diStributorSceeesesscarccsctsssiaastansneons +17 +7 +8 134 +4 -1 97 125 124 135
Commercial machines, equipment distributors. 6 -4 +13 119 +13 -2 82 139 135 137
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies houses.. +15 -2 +21 963 +11 +2 758 136 138 131
Professional ‘equipment, supplies houses”...cesvess +5 +1 +10 419 +11 +1 322 202 192 201
Surgical, medical, hospital supply houseS....... +7 ~2 +9 81 +16 +1 45 166 140 156
Service establishment equipment, supplies houses.. +12 -2 +9 169 +10 +1 97 159 168 148
Metals, metalwork (except scrap) distributors,...... 17 Q 26 312 +31 2 211 148 131, 147
Iron, steel and products distributors......... +17 +1 +27 224 | +32 +1 158 174 155 175
Nonferrous metals distributors......... +18 -3 +25 88 +24 +2 53 65 60 62
Iron-steel scrap, waste materials dealerS...cececsss +25 -13 +45 301 +1 -2 195 37 47 33
Iron-steel scrap dealerSeesssssessssnce +38 -12 +57 168 -7 ~4 119 27 42 26
Waste materials dealerS..ceeeccsseussssssecnsnraace +5 =17 +24 133 +14 +2 76 63 58 51
Other merchant wholesalers?....cecversioissesasocens +9 -6 +11 972 +12 +1 583 103 95 93
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers....... +10 + +10 155 +20 +2 108 188 175 184
Book, periodical, newspaper wholesalers... +9 4 +10 115 + +3 36 87 102 83
Coal wholeSalers.seressnenss +26 -3 +32 195 +7 +24 106 41 47 33
Farm supplies wholesalers... -1 -28 -5 211 +17 +5 155 103 86 7L
Jewelry WholeS8lerSesessaasersussrosaoesssssssrass +5 -1 +6 | 115 -5 +1 48 247 254 211

See page 6 for footnotes.
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UNITED STATES, BY GEOGRAPHIG DIVISION
SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
FIRST HALF 1956 COMPARED WITH 1955 @10)

S.DAK.,

WEST NORTH CENTRAL

H Y

""---' - | S

! OKLA . AR
. WEST S0UTH CRNTRAL
TEXAS (“‘“)‘ILA.

UNITED STATES (+0)

Table 2.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: ‘BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

JUNE 1956
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios!
Percent change (at cost) (percent)
Numb £
Kind of business and geographic division a T o Percent change, | Number of
(see map .above) J\;ne 1956 6 mo. -st::?sh- June 1956 from—~ | estab-
rem-—- 1956 ;‘:porting lishments | June | June May
Jume | May g";“o‘ June 1956 | June May }:ﬁ:“;ﬁg 1956 | 1955 | 1956
1955 1956 | Jo5s" 1955 1956

Merchant wholesalers, 1otal%..icsuseenacanss wens +6 =3 +10 11,651 410 -1 8,357 120 115 118
New England.cecesses cesesesesanns .o mene +10 +1 +10 563 +7 +1 338 110 110 113
Middle Atlantic... +6 -3 +11 2,566 +9 L¢] 1,500 105 98 102
East North Central . +6 -2 +12 2,303 +11 ~L 1,736 . 114 107 113
West North Central . +9 -6 +6 1,150 +9 -2 . 925 132 131 124
South AtlantiC..eevacans +6 e +9 1,241 +14 -1 924 141 131 139
+10 -5 +6 506 +7 -2 399 133 143 129
+6 % 11 1;392 48 -2 1,138 130 133 130
+9 +1 +9 428 +12 -2 347 153 148 157
+5 -1 49 1,502 +15 0 1,050 121 115 118
General-line grocery wholeSalerSeaceccsscessosessncnns +7 -2 +8 807 +10 e 625 105 104 106
Middle Atlaniicecscsescccansans . +3 < +8 79 +14 [¢] 67 116 109 117
East North Central. 9] o+l +8 112 ~1 +1 80 105 121 108
West North Central... +8 =2 +9 142 +11 -1 127 106 101 104
South Atlantic...... -5 -6 +L 70 +2 -1 40 ns 115 111
Fast South Central.... [ +8 -5 -3 37 +9 -2 34 120 118 114
West South Central...... +10 (¢] +8 155 +17 -3 133 110 107 115

Mountainesseecsvos +3 14 +19 30 {x) (x) (x) (x) (x) {x)

. +16 +3 +16 171 +28 o 123 78 76

Specialty-line grocery wholesalerScicavssesssssssccnns +10 +1 11 300 +17 +1 213 76 72 76
New Englandecseecssencescanes TS +7 ~-12 +13 17 +21 4 10 85 65 81
Middle Atlantic.. +10 -4 +14 130 +18 +8 87 70 60 60
East North Central. +8 +6 +10 39 +4 -5 31 T 79 84
West North Central. 434 +14 +8 10 +9 -2 9 118 131 131
South Atlantic... -1] ' 48 +6 27 +25 -1 21 113 92 127
Scuth Central.. +1 -10 +8 36 -4 +2 27 90 81 75
PacifiCevscceseasnecane eseieerstrrcersrsarasesanruen +19 +17 +8 40 +4 -18 27 4 &0 69
Dairy, poultry products distributors...cicececcceccans +2 =3 +7 527 =2 +1 458 31 33 29

New England... +7 16 13 Bl & (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic.... -5 -2 +3 26 -5 +10 68 25 26 22
Eagt North Central 0 4 +2 97 -18 -1 ’ g2, 35 41 33
West North Central.. 0 -+l +12 43 -1 4] 40 98 100 86
South Atlantic..e.ceese -1 ~6 T o¥7 93 +12 ~10 89 23 21 25
South Central.. +10 -9 +9 56 +10 -4 51 18 17 17
PacifiCeceecssscanas +8 +3 +8 119 +20 + 108 30 31 30

See page ‘6 for footnotes.
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Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

JUNE 1956
Sales
. _Inventorry, end-of -month Stock-sales ratios*
at cost
Kind of business and geographic divisi Toroent chenee Hunber of ( i (peseent)
ivision —
(See map page Z) June 1956 6 mo. est;:ii;h Percent change, | Number of
: from—- 1956 June 1956 from--jestablish-~
from |Feporiine, ments June June | May
June May | g g, [Jupe 1956 June Mey |reporting, 1956 1955 1956
1955 1956 1955 1955 1956 June 1956

Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalerSe.eesses P A 411 +2 317 +19 -3 a5 18 19 24
New England....... shreresnrsersanae +33 +23 +10 16 +16 -18 11 6 6 9
Middle Atlantic... +14 +9 0 4d +9 ~4 24 16 17 22
East North Central.. . +13 +19 +1 49 +16 4 33 13 12 17
West North Central.. . +36 +11 +1 46 +16 +13 38 16 21 15
South Atlantie. .. +6 -3 0 35 +9 =2 18 20 24 28
South Central s +16 -6 +7 34 +53 +1 18 37 33 35
PacifiCeesssas T T teevmaranas +12 +41 +3 67 -5 ~12 51 2% 31 47
Drug wholesalers {general and specialty lines)....... . +13 =4 +13 312 +7 -1 227 157 173 152
New England.... . . +6 [ 0 +11 20 +14 +6 1% 158 145 147
Middle Atlantic..... . +10 -2 +10 T4 + +1 47 145 174 141
East North Central.. . +19 -7 +15 52 +3 -5 33 138 176 136
West North Central.. . +5 -6 +10 24 +4 +2 22 141 141 129
South Atlantic...... . +16 -2 +17 46 +11 (4] 35 166 175 167
East South Central . . +21 -2 +14 14 +1 o 12 178 216 175
West South Central - +12 =11 +16 34 +9 -3 29 196 202 180
Mountaine.eseiesase v . -2 0 +14 16 +12 0 12 212 219 204
Pacificeccnans tesetseirrescsaernne O . +15 4 +15 32 +18 -1 21 160 148 154
Tobaceo distributors..cceessscvracss P T S . -2 -3 +3 283 3 +1 117 54 51 52
New England.. . +3 0 +1 32 -3 +11 8 60 34 55
Middle Atlantic... . -2 3 +3 52 4 0 13 62 58 59
Fast North Central. . -6 +2 +1 47 +8 0 27 58 55 60
West North Central. . -3 +2 0 22 +5 +3 15 55 46 56
South Atlantic..... . +5 4 . 48 36 +1 -7 21 6l 60 62
Soutl Central. - -1 -3 +3 40 +7 +5 7 45 4t 41

B 3 Lo & 1 T T R T -4 -1l +6 41 +3 +8 7 41 45 31
Dry goods, apparel wholesalerS.......... teresesrnrecne =3 =3 0 411 +12 -2 206 231 190 233
Nev England...... . wes +1 ~10 +8 25 +28 + i2 184 143 196
Middle Atlantic. .“es -7 -1 -2 ‘257 +10 -3 120 238 185 2397
East North Central. ase =7 -8 +5 37 -6 -6 17 190 181 189
West North Central. “ee ~1 4 +1 26 +34 +2 7 346 222 344
South Atlantic eee +4 ~10 +6 21 =5 -2 15 191 213 174
South Central. .ee +5 -14 0 15 +22 +4 9 329 278 284
Pacificcccsncccces cemesanenerns cecesssenronians ceoans +16 ~5 +2 28 +33 -9 4 186 176 226
Furpiture, home furnishings wholesalers......... .es 0 -9 +9 320 +9 =3 186 162 143 156
Middle Atlantice.ccccccscrisenocconas . +1 -10 +11 109 +15 0 46 150 111 133
East North Central. . 42 -5 +10 66 +16 -7 43 142 132 147
West North Central. . -8 -19 0 19 +14 -4 16 232 179 200
South AtlantiC...cesserccccesscanaenes . 6] . -4 +3 33 +1 -1 16 266 277 248
South Central.... . +4 -13 +6 33 +1 -1 30 209 219 184
PacifiCesucececnans eecsventassnesan tecmesssvuaneens . +1 =7 +9 39 +7 -5 19 151 145 155
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalerS.eeescsceas 43 +1 +8 i 603 +6 ~1 415 230 220 230
Middle Atlanticescc.cn. . +1 +5 +13 90 +7 +1 45 217 183 223
East North Central. - +5 +3 +6 114 +7 -3 80 175 159 175
West Norih Central.. . +11 0 +5 68 -5 -1 28 224 247 236
South Atlantic........ . +3 ~1 + 71 +14 +2 51 256 238 242
East South Central.. o~ 48 +6 +14 K +9 +2 87 298 297 308
West South Central.. . +18 -1 +15 19 +14 +3 18 189 183 176
Mountain.. . +4 +1 +5 57 +14 o} 54 279 252 280
Pacific... . -3 -6 +3 80 0 o 47 280 277 278
Electrical equipmeni, supplies wholesalers®...au.. .. +24 +4 +22 636 +15 =6 609 134 146 149
437 +8 431 37 +10 -7 33 98 135 110

+22 +1 +30 7L +9 4 65 111 129 122

East North Centrale...... +19 +5 +18 168 +10 -10 157 148 160 176
West North Central.. +41 +92 +19 58 +11 ~16 56 135 184 176
South Atlantic. +26 +9 +19 11l +23 +2 110 147 145 157
East South Central.. . +39 + +18 41 +0 -8 40 160 164 182
 West South Central.. . +22 -2 +19 70| © +16 -6 68 130 140 136
Mountain +1.2 -10 +11 27 +20 -5 27 180 131 141
Pacific.....« .es . T421 +6 +18 53 +35 -2 53 139 134 149
Electrical appliances, electronic parts distributors.. +8 + +7 343 +6 -1 271 176 173 193
New Englandececeesness . +10 -3 +10 31 +18 -2 24 147 123 169
Middle Atlantic. . +18 +12 +14 68 +7 +2 45 160 175 186
East North Cemntral . +10 +10 +9 75 +16 o} 66 188 171 | 218
West North Central.. . +12 +2 -3 25 -3 -5 21 184 217 201
South Atlantic...... . +2 4 +5 51 +8 % 37 227 194 221
East South Central... . 0 -6 -3 11 -3 +3 il 179 177 163
West South Central. +3 0 4] 23 ~10 +1 20 157 190 156
PacifiCevenesransss +2 ¢} +4 52 +5 © 4 43 163 165 168

See page 6 for footnotes.

1
i
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Table 2,~-TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

JUNE 1956
Sales Inventory, end-of-month Stock-sales ratios?
Percent change (at cost) (percent)
Kind of business and geographic division Number of
(see map, page 4) Jx;ne 1956 ?9?2' establish- Percent change, l:g’_ggg{i:ﬁ_
rom-— from | ments June 1956 from—| o June June May
June May 6 mo. §§§org\;§ June May reporting 1956 1955 1956
1955 1956 1955 © 1955 1956 |dJune 1956

Hardware wholeSalerS..esacescssessssssonssnsncossssnne +5 +1 +7. 228 +6 -1 194 250 254 253
Middle Atlantic... +11 +5 +11 35 +1 ~2 29 205 237 223
Bast North Central. +7 0 +8 42 +11 -1 - 36 239 221 250
West North Central +3 +5 +5 17 -4 -2 17 252 272 270
South Atlantic.... +8 -3 +8 26 +6 -1 19 297 314 285
East South Central +3 -5 +6 24 +7 0 22 243 246 233
VWest South Central. +13 -3 +9 25 +20 +4 22 275 252 254
Mountain..seeeeees +13 +5 +8 22 +7 =3 22 269 279 289
=T X S -1 +3 +5 28 -2 +1 24 251 257 261
Plumbing, heating goods WholeSalerS..ceeesesecssne 44 +2 +7 382 +9 =1 265 192 184 198
New Englandseseeseescassscssnene +8 +7 +8 14 0 +1 7 253 347 280
Middle Atlantic.... +8 +4 +12 113 +14 ~1 56 226 199 257
East North Central. +12 +4 +17 62 +15 -1 53 189 173 194
West North Central. -3 -1 +2 32 <4 -1 30 167 169 164
South Atlantic., ... . -3 -1 +4 59 +13 -1 52 231 193 232
South Central. . -7 -1 4 56 -1 -1 48 186 195 195
PacifiCecencocass eaveesssesesesrtteerorecencnns +2 +4 +1 35 +9 -4 10 138 136 137
Lunber, construction materials dealerS.sessssscssscsas s +1 +3 584 +7 -2 395 112 98| - 114
New Englandescescssscssassnsvovnsnone ~8 -3 -3 17 +10 o} 15 168 138 166
Middle Atlantic.... -2 =1 +5 114 +2 -3 83 116 107 119
East North Central. -9 +5 + 136 +11 -3 &7 89 68 97
Weet North Central.... caen -1 +11 ~1 60 +7 =3 41 108 114 128
South Atlanticeiasevavecsan -7 -11 +7 52 +17 -2 37 13 91 99
-12 -12 -~10 76 +12 0 62 184 147 158
0 0 +6 109 +8 -2 71 96 86 91
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies distributors +15 -2 +21 963 +11 +2 758 136 138 131

New Englande.ecesssesss +49 128 +22 1T &) ) (x) (x) ) [£3)
Middle Atlantic...... +25 ~1 +20 57 +11 +10 33 104 136 91.
East North Central... . +1 -7 +21 103 +15 8] 80 178 161 161
West North Central... . +22 4] +13 66 +2 -2 51 166 195 168
South Atlantic..... . +24 4 +23 &7 +7 +2 42 126 | 159 123
South Central.... +13 +2 +27 519 +7 0 429 133 140 140
. +7 -9 +10 T4 +17 +1 52 169 124 154
PACIiiC saesetvecantoncacscnsncorsacsronnonsansanaas +7 -13 +12 86 +14 +7 68 126 124 99

x Insufficient data to éhow separately.

1 Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at cost, by total sales for an identical group of firms reporting inventories

No ‘ad jusiment is made in these calculations for the markup of sales, which varies from trade to trade.
2 Not affiliated with voluntary groups or cooperative groups.

in conjunction with sales.

3 Includes general-line electrical goods, wiring supplies, construction materials and apparatus wholesalers.

4 Totals include data for some kinds of business not ghown separately.

Note:

a larger weight.

changes and stock-sales ratios.

weighted values.
an indication of coverage.

of firms in the trade which it represents in the sample).
Other firms are sampled at varying rates, depending upon size,

Firms reporting in this survey are part of a probability sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of business.
Each firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight which reflects its probability of seleétion (or, in other terms » the number

Large firms are selected with certainty, thus having a weight of one(l).
with smaller firms having a lower probability of selection and thus

Sdles and inventory figures reported for any firm are mltiplied by this weight and the results sumarized to obtain percentage

Data -on reported dollar velues, previously shown.as a measure of coverage s 8re now omitted since the trend data are based on
The number of establishments in the sample, from which reports were received in #ime for tabulation are shown as
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Effective with the July 1956 survey, the Bureau of
the Census - has revised the sample of merchant
wholesalers on which this report is based to bring
it up-to-date on the basis of the most recent com—
plete Census-~the 1954 Census of Business. A de-
scription of the revised sample, coverage, termi-
nology and kinds of business classifications shown
in this report are inecluded on pages 2, 6, and 7.

Sales

July 1956 sales of merchant wholesalers were down
6 percent from June but were 8 percent higher than
July sales a jyear ago.
first 7 months of 1956 were 10 percent higher than
sales -in the comparable period of 1955, :

Durable goods trades, in total, showed a 9 percent
decline below June-sales, while nondurable goods re-
ported a somewhat smaller decrease (4%). Both trade
groups indicated the same increase (8%) comparedvdth
sales a year ago., However, in comparing 7 months

1956 sales with 1955, the durable goods trades noted

the larger gain (14%) compared with an increase of 7
percent indicated by the nondurable goods trades.

Farm products (raw materials) merchants, contrary
to other wholesalers,reported a sharp increase (19%)
over June sales and a decline of 5 percent from July
sales a year ago. Five other trades indicated small
increases (from 1 ‘o 4 percent) over +the previcus
month but each noted higher sales than a year ago.
Motor vehicle distributors reported a 26 percent de-
cline below June sales and were also 8 percent below
July 1955. Iron and steel scrap dealers--undoubtedly
affected by the steel strike--reported the sharp-
est decline (32%) from previous month sales but were
up 5 percent ' over last  July. For the first #time
since December 1954,iron and steel serap dealers did
not reflect the prineipal gain over year-ago sales.
Iron and steel products distributors, up 23 percent,
and nonferrous materials distributors, with an in-
crease of 32 percent,recorded the largest gains over
July 1955 gales. Other significant year-ago gains
were noted by fresh fruit and vegetable wholesalers
(19%), industrial chemical wholesalers (19%), cloth~
ing and furnishings wholesalers (18%), professiopal
equipment and supply houses (19%), and surgical and
medical supply houses (22%).

The West North Central Division, up 6 percent over
June sales, showed the only increase over the pre-
vious month but indicated no change from July sales
a year ago, All other divisions indicated sales de-
clines below June but noted gains over last year.
The Middle Atlantic Division reported the largest
decrease (11%) below June but noted an increase of &
percent over July 1955, The West South Central Divi-
sion, which experienced the smallest decline (1%)
from sales a month earlier, recorded the principal
gain (13%) over sales a year ago.

For sale by the Bureau of the Census:

Cumulative sales for the-

'} HONDURABLE G00DS, « ToTAL]

SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS--SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS
. SEVEN MONTHS 1956 COMPARED WiTH 1955
{Percent Changel

10 -5 O #5 © 410 MBS 420 425 430 435 |+u0

SCRAP, WASTE MATERIALS
COAL

(METALS, METALWORK.
MACHIHERY, EQUIPMENT

ELECTRICAL GOODS

DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL
PAPER AND PROQUCTS
GROCERIES (SFECIAL\"; LINE)
LGS, CHEMICALS

ALL TRADES, TCTAL
FURNITURE, FURKISHINGS
GROCERIES, (GENERAL LIKE)

HARBWARE, " PLUMBING

BEER, WINE, SPIRITS

JEWELRY

AUTOMOTIVE

FARM PRODUCTS EDYBLE
TOBACCO

LUMBER CORSTRUCTION
WATERTAL

FARM PRODYCTS (RAW MAT.)

DrY GOODS

MEAT AND PRODUCTS

o]

3

o]

FARM SUPPLIES q
: o

Inventories :

Wholesalers inventories at the end of July were at
the same levelasa month earlier but were 11 percent
above stocks on hand a year ago. The July 1956
gtock-sales ratic of 122 percent was 7 points above

the June ratioc and 2 points above the ratio for July
1955.

+5 #10 415 #20 425 430 +35 440

Farm products (raw materials) merchants, with in-
ventories up 42 percent since June, reported an in-
crease much larger than their usual seasonal increase
Most trades showed only small changes from previous
month inventories but other large 1increases were
noted by iron and steel scrap dealers (%), plece
goods converters (13%), and coal wholesalers (15%).
Iron and steel products distributorswith inventories
down (9%),fresh fruit and vegetable wholesalers down
11 percent indicated the sharpest decline from stock
on hand a month earlier. Nonferrous material distrib-
utors reported the heaviest increase(40%) over year-
ago inventories. Farm products (raw materials) mer-~
chants with stocks up 30 percent, and electrical
equipment, supplies wholesalers, up 25 percent, also
indicated large increases over July 31, 1955 inven-~
tories.

single copy——.10¢, annual subscripfion-—$1.00
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UNITED STATES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
SEVEN MONTHS 1956 COMPARED WITH 1955
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DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE, TERMINOLOGY AND KINDS OF BUSINESS

Scope of the Survey.--Wholesale trade includes several types of
esteblishments: wmerchant wholesalers;. manufacturers .sales branches
and sales offices; petroleum bulk stations; aessemblers of farm prod-
uets; and agents, brokers and .commercial merchanis. This survey
is limited to merchant wholesalers which constitute the major portion
of the broad field of wholesale trade. However, all kinds of busi-

ness in which merchant wholesalers operate are represented in this
survey.

Merchant wholesalers are described in the Standard Industrial
Clagsification Manual .developed by the Federal Bureau of the Budget,
as “Establishments usually known as wholesalers, merchant wholesalers
or jobbers, primarily engaged in buying, taking title 10, gna where
customary, physically storing and handling goods and selling the goods
at wholesale prineipally to retailers and industrial and commercial
users. This group also includes industrial distributors, exporters,
and importers, cash-and-carry wholesalers; drop shippers, wagon dis-
tributors, etc. The establishments included in this group may perform
operations on the goods incidental to ‘+the wholesale trading and de-
livery, such as installing equipment, and fixtures; and collecting and
baling waste materials. Firms which operate retail and mamfacturing
establishmenis in addition to their wholesale establishments report
only for their merchant wholesale establishments. (See puge 6 for a
description of each kind of business classification shown in this report)

Sample design.-~Firms reporting in the survey are part of a prob-
ability sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of busi-
ness. Effective with the July 1956 survey, the sample was revised to
bring it up-to-date on the basis of the most recent complete :Census-~-
the 1954 Census of Business. Over 17,000 firms (about 26,000 estab-
lishments) are included in this sample which was drawn from lists of
all merchant wholesalers {about 165,000 establishments) in the 1954
Census of Business. The reporting panel includes .a fixed panel of
about 1,400 very large firms Teporting monthly and four rotating
panels each containing about 3,900 smaller firms which report every
fourth month.

In any given month, the total reporting panel includes about
5,300 firms. This month, about 88 percent of this mmber of firm sub-
mitted their reports in time for the trend tabulations. The number of
establishments reporting, previously shown 43 a measure of coverage,
will no longer be shown since the trend comparisons are based on
weighted values (see below). However, information on the number of

establishments reporting for a trade and the mumber selected in the -

sample will be provided on request.

The mumber of firms selected in the sample for each kind of busi-
ness varies from 150 to 650 firms, depending upon (a) the total number
of firms in the itrade, (b) the distribution of firms within the trade
by sales-size, (c¢) the degree of reliability desired in the data, and

(d) whether geographic division trends were to be shown for the trade.
This sample hag been designed to develop menthly dollar volume estl-
matesof sales and inventories by kind of business with a sampling vari-
ability for each trade of approximately 5 percent at the one sigma
level. The sampling variability of the percentage changes based on
this sample is expected to be somewhat lower. In those kinds of busi-
ness for which percentage changes are shown by geographie division,
the sample chosen for the mnational estimates was increased by about
50 percent to provide wider representation by geographie division. In
some of these trades, however, data are not shown separately for some
geographic divisions because even this increase in the semple size will
not provide reliable results in all geographle divisions.

Each firm selected in the sample has an ass1gned weight which
reflects its probability of selection (or, in other terms, the number
of firms in the trade which it represents in the sample). Large firms
are selected with certainty, thus having a weight of one (1). Other
firms are sampled at varying rates, depending upon size, with smeller
firms having a lower probabilityof selection and thus a larger weight.

Percentage changes.--For each firm reporting, data are available
for eachi of the <three months (current, previcus , and year ago) for
vhich comparisons are made. Ssles and inventory figures reported for
each firm are multiplied by its weight and the results summarized to
obtain percentage changes of sales and inventories and stock-sales
ratios. Data in this report -are not adjusted for number of days in
the month nor for seasonal or price fluctuations.

Sales include sales of merchandise and receipis from repairs or
other services to customers after deducting returns and allowances,and
discounts. Sales of merchandise for others on a commission basis are
also included, Locel and State sales taxes, and Federal excise taxes
are included. Sales trends shown in this report reflect the operation

of firms selected in the sample which were in business in each of the
three months compared.

Inventory, end-of-month represents stock, at cost value, of mer-
chandise on hand for sale at the end of the month. Inventory irends
are based on reporis from only those firms which included data for all
three periods compared. The number of firms reporting inventories is
generally smaller +than the number meporting sales. .Some firms cannot
submit inventory data in time for tabulation but furnish sales figures
only.

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at.
cost, by total sales for those firms reporting inventories in conjunc—
tion with sales. Excluded from these ratios were all firms which re-
port "zero® inventories (e.g., drop shippers). No adjustment is made
in these calculations for The markup of sales, which varies from trade
to trade. .
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Sales

Inventory, end-

Stock-sales ratios

Percent change of-month (at cost) (percent)
7 mo.
Kind of business July 1956 1956 Percent change,
© fzqm_.. from July 1956 froi-- July July June
7 wo. 1956 1955 1956
July June 1955 July June
1955 1956 1955 1956
United States, totaleuesveeirernesoneonen Ceveeressranasnnans +8 <6 +10 +11 0 122 120 115
Grocery, confectionery, meat wholesalerse.......... senecesrinenes . +10 -1 +8 +4 -2 69 7114 71
General~Iine grocery vwholesalers..... +10 -2 +8 +71 4 97 101 |1 101
Voluntary groupS.....eeveccsas . .. +13 +1 +11 +11 -3 85 90 90
Retailer-cooperative e, +12 -6 +10 +16 <10 72 72 7%
Nonaffiliated....c.s. teenesbannas ¥ +7 -2 +6 +4 ~3 111 114 116
Specialty-line grocery uholesalers. +10 -2 +12 +8 +1 64 66 65
Confectionery wholesalers....... e +9 ~6 +3 +9 +5 . 106 108 96
Meat, meat products whclesalers. . +8 +2 0 +6 4 25 21 28
Farm products {edible) distributors. teeesasseerhnesannntncacioanenn +14 -6 +6 - %] 22 28 22
Poultry, poultry products distributors........ [4] -2 +7 ~11 +3 37 %5 32
Fresh frult, vegetable wholesalerS.eesceeisseecccnnnasenanns eee +19 -7 +5 +3 ~11 17 -2l 18
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesBlerS........veiceveresee canee +9 -5 +6 +6 ] 114 114 109
Beer distributors. +10 +1 +5 +19 +7 60 51 57
Wine, distilled spirits wholes@lerSe....ciavserscscinass cresesen +8 ~10 +7 +3 -3 164 171 151
Druge, chemicals, a&llied products wholesalers...... . +13 =7 +11 +11 +1 148 154 135
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty lines). . +12 -5 +13 +10 +1 169 174 157
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesalers,.. ve +19 -10 +9 +15 +1 99 104 88
Paint, varnish wholesalers....... [ e eremestesacans . +8 ~11 +5 +6 -2 132 150 124
Tobaceo distributors.......... D PR T weeeaes . +6 [s] +4 +7 0 62 62 63
Dry goods, apparel wholesalerS.c...... teseerencmeensreseos veesiens +1 -7 9] +11 | +5 254 226 222
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalers. . ae +18 -2 +2 +16 +3 220 242 227
Dry goods wholesalers {general and specialty lines)...... . -6 a7 +4 +14 +4 275 220 222
Piece good8 convertersSe....vs-veese teesuerearaeesavessanss Geaoee -10 i =16 ©=6 -2 +13 267 219 217
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers. . +6 -14 +9 +8 -3 212 184 184
Furniture wholeSalerS...vucerascsensscasannen . +7 . -13 +10 +11 +1 209 210 180
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalers. ceeaaseen traneeans +5 14 +8 +6 -2 213 213 185
Paper, allied products wholesalers,....s...... eeireeseeernbenn PN +14 =7 +12 +12 =2 124 - 130 112
Paper WholesalerS.ceeesemasicass eeeann ae 15 -6 +13 +12 -2 117 121 113
Stationery, wallpaper wholesalers. ..... e rremsmasanteansran caeee +9 -10 +10 +7 -2 199 235 181
Farm products merchan‘ns (raw materifl)eceesrcarenerarccocssnnescs . -5 +19 +1 +30 +42 108 78 90
AUOMOLiVE WHOLOBALOTS e rurvnsennrnnennennnsnnreesenernssnsssnns . +9 -7 +6 +5 -1 193 204 184
Motor-vehicle distributors. -8 —26 =1 4 -1 135 134 96
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalerS.....ceeveccerscsans . +12 -2 +9 +6 -1 204 219 207
Electrical, electronic, appliance goods distributors.. . +6 -7 +14 +21 +1 160 139 147
Electric equipment, supplies wholesSalerS.....secesssssencensns .. +12 -8 +20 +25 +1 144 132 134
Electrical appliances, TV and radio sets and parts, and
electronic parts, equipment distributors........ccc.eccnaions v 0 -5 +6 +17 +2 179 347 163
Hardware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalers..........-. . +10 -2 +8 +5 =3 207 217 210
Hardvare wholeSBlerS..ieesesecsacensaosvan . . +10 -3 +8 +7 ~2 . 242 255 243
Plumbing, heating goods d1str1butors. ......... teasamiesaa e e +10 o] +8 +4 -3 179 189 184
Lumber, construction waterials distributors. . e . +3 —4 +3 +13 -1 98 86 96
Lunber, miliwork wholesalers,..... P cesee . -1 -7 [¢] +12 -1 146 125 139
Construction materials distribuiorS....cicvrevccaaene, ereaeens . +7 =) +8 +15 -2 60 54 61
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors.......... ereeesanas .o +10 ~-13 +16 +15 © =2 166 161 149
Ajir conditioning, commercial refrlgeratmn egquipment .
ALstTIbUbOrSe s st veneencmasnesinennnrearenen F ves +7 ~16 +8 +13 e 152 136 132
Commercial machines, equipment distributors..... .. +11 -10 +12 +17 -1 173 166 156
Indusirial machifiery, equipwment, supplies houses........ . +5 -17 +19 +11 -3 144 136 128
Professional equipment, supplies houSeS....seee-ecoriaecs +19 +3 +11 +6 a 180 205 186
Surgical, medical, hospital supply houses...... .. +22 ~1 +11 +8 ¢} 148 176 155
Service establishment equipment, supplies houses......... Ceeneen +17 . =10 +10 +11 -2 130 137 124
Metels, metalwork (except scrap) distributors.. . +26 -8 26 +13 a L 145 159 144
Tron, steel and products distributors...... . . +23 -4 +26 +9 -9 162 184 171
Nonferrcus metals distributors....cceiceiecinans eareseesaernnas +32 -16 +26 +40 +2 a3 84 71
Iron-steel scrap, waste materials dealers. catesnsssesseiaasee N +2 =25 +38 +4 +6 55 51 38
Iron-steel scrap dealers.s..ceccencacans .. +5 -32 +50 -3 +9 50 52 31
WBste' materials dealers....... R -3 -10 +20 +15 +2 | &2 49 52
Other merchant WholeSBleTrS.s.eesrar-serssonssocanns cesnees caeenee . +7 -9 +11 +7 -1 107 110 99
‘Amisement, sporting goods wholesalers. P +13 +4 +10 |, +8 4] 198 207 197
Book, periodical, newspaper wholesalers.. +15 ~1 +11 +14 +3 136 129 120
€028l ‘WholeSalorSe.aeeerrsassassanosnnanee . +15 -18 +31 -6 +15 78 111 63
Farm supplies wholesalers.. .. +17 ~11 ~3 +8 =1 136 147 120
JewelTy wholesalerSeseeessesre F R R TR .o +5 4 +6 +10 +2 342 336 277
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Table 2,~~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

JULY 1956
Sales Inventory, end- Stock-sales ratios
Percent change 7 mo, |of-month (at cost) {percent)
3 3 N - 1956
Kind of busmnﬁgzeaz:pg:ggzagl)uc division July 1956 From Percent change,
i frot~- 7 wo. July 1956 from-- July July June
1955 [ 1956 1955 1956
July June . July June
1955 1956 1955 1956
Merchant wholesalers, total......... Creessesuniaseanen cacues +8 -6 +10 +11 0 122 120 115
New England..... eeeanesananans emerenresarereastianenaesenrannson +9 -5 +10 +1T -1 111 TIT 106
Middle Atlantie. [N +8 11 +10 +11 0 115 113 102
East North Central. caee +8 -8 +12 +12 -1 i1 116 112
West North Central. ‘e 0 +6 +5 +7 +1 115 113 125
South Atlantic..... . +9 -6 +9 +13 +1 139 132 129
East South Central,..... . +11 ~4 +7 +17 +5 154 144 144
West South Central....... . +13 -1 +11 +13 +5 121 123 116
i . +3 -8 +8 +11 © -2 137 131 129
PaCIfiCessinnnseinsessienesaocrosonccnccnanas L . +11 -2 +10 +10 -2 118 123 119
Cenergl-line grocery wholesalerSe....eeeecenens eecnenavesrennan . +10 -2 +8 +7 ~dy 97 101 101
Middle Atlantic....civcieiaaen . +12 -5 +8 +9 ~&% 103 107 103
East North Central.. .. +11 -2 +9 +10 -5 89 89 9%
West North Central.. vea +6 +2 +9 +2 -1 ©87 91 92
South Atlantic.... .e +3 +1 +2 +11 +4 119 118 123
East South Central . +14 +4 ~1 +9 +1 1n2 115 115
West South Central,. aw +13 +1 +9 -9 -11 111 127 113
Mountain, . o +11 ] ~=10 +17 +6 -5 88 93 83
Pacific....covannnnnns veesessesaneans PPN sessasenanae +10 +1 +16 +17 =5 77 76 87
Specialty-line grocery WhOleSAlerSe.sseesserseersorsionaccnnn v +10 -2 +12 +8 +1 64 62 65
New England......... sereeenn vaena . saena +13 -7 +13 +26 -10 115 101 123
Middle Atlantie,. ven +13 -2 +14 +9 +4 67 67 . 87
Fast North Central.. . +7 4 +10 +15 0 69 64 68
West North Central.. +3 -7 7 (%) (x): (x) - (x) (x)
South Atlantic,.... . . . 0 -1 +5 -10 -5 68 75 64
South Centralivieses.s +4 +3 +7 +5 +9 72 81 78
PACITiCasscesseneivsansocnnsansacossonsnn . +14 Y] +10 ~4 —4 31 37 32
Fresh fruit, vegetdble wholesalers.... +19 =7 +5 +3 -11 17 21 18
New Zngland,.. 39 3 ¥10 FA 2 78 53 %9
Middle Atlantic.... +17 -6 +3 +3 14 8 8 9
East North Central, +26 -7 +5 +6 ~12 12 14 14
South Atlantie,.... +22 -15 : +5 +14 -8 25 | 31 23
South Central,. +7 -9 +7 0 <15 26 31 27
22T T Neesseseesiaccaoreaons . +19 s} +6 [} -12 16 20 18
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty lines)........ veenesaanaas +12 -5 +13 +10 +1 169 174 157
New England...cvscirioesviroconacasaneoasanas +5 ~12 +10 +11 ~3 140 136 130
Middle Atlantic.... +5 -12 +9 +2 +1 190 184 165
East North Central, +15 -6 +15 +11 +2. 156 160 141
West North Central. . +13 +3 +10 +8 +1 150 161 145
South Atlantie..... . +19 +3 +17 +11 +2 167 178 166
East South Central. . +17 +1 +15 +11 o] 157 166 161
West South Central, . +12 o +15 +5 +5 231 244 220
Mountain........ B . +22 -3 +15 +24 0 169 166 152
Pacific......... tereneeaneeas [ N tesrhaesecerctannen .. +14 -3 +15 +11 -1 158 169 152
Tobaceo distributors...ccvereceieceiiiinrceneinenasn Vesreheeenaans +6 0 +4 +7 0 62 62 63
New England....... ees . +2 4 +1 -13 -4 43 50 43
Middle Atlantic..... . +3 4 +3 +9 +1 53 52 46
East North Central . +5 +1 +2 +7 ~1 51 50 53
West North Central . +3 -1 +1 +11 +1 T4 69 72
South Atlantic,.c.coiiiiiennnanns . +17 +5 +10 +11 +2 129 138 137
South Central.......vevevinnnnnns . - +5 0 +4 -2 -1 52 55 52
PacifiC,icvenanresnennarennees tenerreneroenranns Cerevens veneveen +5 -2 +6 +16 +2 58 54 60
Dry goods, apparel WholeSalerSuueeseesecessecnetanrsasnvosannocns . +1 ~7 0 +11 +5 254 226 222
New Englande..eeceveeseenans . +9 0 +8 +10 +5 326 338 288
Middle Atlantic... . 4 -11 -2 T48 +6 266 218 217
East North Central.. . +22 4 +6 +14 +12 226 257 202
West North Central.. . +5 +22 +2 +19 -2 246 265 316
South Atlantic.... . +13 4 +7 +23 +7 189 176 174
South Central.... .e +14 -7 +1 +9 +8 262 272 225
B3 L 1 P - +3 -3 +3 +15 -y 244 207 234
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers.... +6 14 +9 +8 -1 212 184 184
Middle Atlantic..... . +7 -20 +10 +8 4 202 207 171
East North Central.. ‘e +1 -~17 +9 +6 -4 204 205 176
West North Central.. . o} ~4 0 +6 -2 222 211 226
South Atlantie.... . .. 6 ~14 +3 +3 +3 229 236 174
South Central.. . o] -6 +5 -2 +3 210 212 193
2= T 5 1 € P N . +11 ~5 +9 +23 0 240 224 225

See footnote at end of table.
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Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: ‘BY GECGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Contimued

JULY 1956
Sales
Inventory, end- Stock-sales ratios
Percent change of-month (at cost) ( '
. . 7 wo. percent)
Kind of business and geographic division 1956
{See map page 2) July 1956 from Percent change,
from—— 7 mo. July 1956 from-- July July June
Jay June 1955 July June 1956 1955 1956
1955 1956 1955 1956
Automotive equipment, tire-tube WholesalerS.esesecesvessccncscnnass +12 -2 +9 +6 -1 204 219 207
Middle AtlantiCeccsecaernssscrensencincrsnnnens veo +10 ~10 +13 +16 0 169 176 168
East North Central. vaense +6 4 +6 -5 -1 235 254 227
West North Central. +8 -2 +5 +1 ~2 222 239 223
South Atlantice.ecess +7 =9 45 +5 =3 194 195 183
East South Central..... cesesecennnas +25 +8 +16 +10 -3 227 257 253
West South Centrale..cescesas s +18 +5 +16 +8 -1 212 226 224
Mountain..... asee ven +27 +18 +8 +18 =2 243 272 307
o P +14 +h +6 +7 +1 193 210 200
Electrical equipment, supplies wholeSalerS.eescceevsssascrennscsssss +12 -8 +20 +25 +1 144 132 134
New England..ccesecceececsarsososascnns +17 -3 +29 +38 -1 156 135 158
Middle Atlantic.... +8 ~13 +27 +23 +5 122 107 106
East North Central. +10 -14 +17 430 +2 135 118 116
VWest North Central. e +2 -~16 +16 +20 +2 154 135 126
South Atlanticecicavesss PP +11 -6 +18 +28 -5 155 135 155
East South Central.ceceves +17 + +18 +33 +1 142 129 150
West South Central. +23 +5 +19 +17 0 161 170 167
Mountaine.... . + -7 +9 +11 -3 148 146 142
PaCifiCineceasasscacnionocerscavinncnassacnssoccssasannnsnnsssase +19 -4 +19 +24 -1 152 145 151
Electrical appliances, electronic parts distributors.c.essecsccesss Q -5 +6 +17 +2 179 147 163
New England..ceecscscesecscescnssncacenseansossassnencons +15 -1 +10 +8 +5 160 174 153
Middle Atlantic..c..s 8] -10 +12 +43 +9 214 131 162
East North Central... -1 -14 +8 +28 +1 164 119 139
West North Central....e.... ~13 -6 -5 +2 +3 216 178 195
South Atlanticeevesvacsasee -3 +14 +3 +15 +1 167 144 183
East South Central.ceeeesas + +2 -1 0 -3 178 184 187
West South Central. 41 +1 0 -8 -3 206 226 216
PacifiCeeesiecessscarsansaces +8 -6 +5 +18 +3 159 123 144
Hardware wholesalers. +10 -3 +8 +7 -2 242 255 243
New England.caese +11 <14 +8 +8 A 262 277 238
Middle Atlantic.. +18 -15 +12 +9 -2 233 265 212
East North Central. +16 +1 +9 +7 4 212 233 227
West North Central. +12 -3 +6 +8 -3 275 285 272
South Atlantice.... +3 -2 +7 +12 +6 257 229 226
0 -2 +5 +3 -3 252 244 263
+1 +2 +8 +6 ~4 255 255 267
+6 ~1 +8 A -6 265 271 286
PacifiCeceeceasenestcnnttncecnevcccancnossctncncserssescsncnavsnn +17 +1 +7 | +6 -1 221 255 235
Plumbing, heating goods wholeSBlerS.ceecsceccsssescassssscansosssns +10 0 +8 +4 -3 179 189 184
+21 +10 +11 +13 -1 149 157 175
+9 +35 +12 +2 4 182 198 144
+8 +1 +15 5 -3 172 177 182
0 +8 +1 +6 0 237 221 258
+9 -3 +5 +3 -4 153 157 150
+16 -2 -1 +7 -4 163 193 163
PaCifiC.uecesctarsncernavetacsscnncsasassrerncccsasasasananscsnas -1 -17 +1 +5 ~4 193 182 157
Lumber, construction materials dealerS.ccecsssnessiscersoccancacans +3 4 +3 +13 -1 98 86 96
New England...... PN +% -2 -3 +25 ~dy 87 62 85
Middle Atlantic.... aee +1 -8 +h +2 -5 91 89 88
East Norih Central . +9 +1 +5 +19 0 111 96 112
West North Central.. . +3 ~11 -1 +9 -3 114 110 106
South Atlantic.... . +8 4 +7 +31 -5 62 49 66
South Central.... . +22 -3 -5 +17 -2 152 133 161
PaCifiCiaseccnsnceseonrsccsncccsvonsrassassecrsscnsecnscionnacans -6 -8 +4 +4 0 43 40 33
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies distributors.ecseecsecsads +5 ~17 +19 +11 -3 144 136 128
New ENglendeseesseceescscssosassesssnssnsassanscnes y +18 ~12 +22 (x} (x) (x) (x) (x)
Middle Atlantic..... +4 -28 +18 +30 o 144 100 103
East North Central.. +2 -16 +19 +6 -3 168 150 146
West North Central.. +3 -21 +13 -3 -3 138 154 125
South Atlanticeeasss +15 -5 +21 +17 -1 141 138 137
South Centraleeces.s. +6 -9 +25 +5 -2 130 131 123
. -8 ~-33 +8 +11 -6 168 134 142
PACIfiCeascencascsasesessnenssesnsostsseassscsasscsesessnsrsseses *+18 -7 +13 +6 -4 141 187 153

x Insufficient data to show separately.
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DESCRIPTION OF KINDS OF BUSINESS

All ¥inds of business in which merchant wholesalers operate are represented in
this survey. The kinds of business shown in this report parallel broad classi-
fications used in the 1954 Census of Busihess covering wholesale trade. Each
establishment in this survey has been assigned a kind-of-business classification
based upon its trade designation and an analysis of its anmual 1954 sales by
commodity lines as reported in the 1954 Census of Business. A deseription of
eash lind of busineas elassifieatien in 'this report is given below.

Grocery, confectionery, meat wholesalers

General-line grocery wholesalers,--Merchant wholesale establishments handling
a general line of dry groceries and processed foods usually soldin retail grocery
stores, such as canned foods, flour, sugar, coffee, tea and splces, as well as
such nonfood items as household chemicals, soaps and detergents, paper products,
brooms, brushes, ete. Voluntary group wholesalers, retailer-cooperative ware-
houses, and cash-and-carry depots are included, -as wellas nonaffiliated general-
line grocery wholesalers. .

Specialty-line grocery wholesalers.--This classification includes two general
types of merchant wholesale establishments: Those handling a .combination of
grocery items, no one item predominating, but not a sufficiently broad line of
commodities to be -clasgified as “general line"; and those primarily engaged in
selling specialized lines of groceries and related producis, such as canned
foods; coffee, tea, and spices; dairy products; dried fruits and nuts; frosted
and frozen foods; fish and seafood; bekery producis; packaged breakfast cereals;
flour; cooking oils and shortening; and soft drinks.

Confectionery wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establishments primarily en-
gaged in selling candy, chewing gum, popcorn, potato chips,salted muts, fountain
fruits and syrups, and related items. Cigars, cigareites, and other products
are also frequently handled as secondary lines.

_Meat, meat products wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establishiments primarily
engaged in selling fresh, frozen, cured or processed {but not .canned) meats,
lard, and other edible meat products. Secondary lines such as butter; cheese,

eggs, dressed pouliry, vegetable shortening, and cammed meats are frequently
handled.

Farm products (edible) distributors

Poultry, poultry products digtributors.--Merchant wholesale establishmentspri-
marily engaged in selling live or dressed poultry, eggs, and related producta.
Establishments primarily engaged in dressing poultryare considered mamfscturers.

Fresh fruit, vegetahle wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale eestablishments pri-
marily engaged in gelling fresh fruits, vegetables, berries, melons, and related
items.

Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers
v

Beer distributors.--Merchant wholesale establishments primarily . engaged in
selling beer, ale, porter, stout and other fermented mali liquors. Soft drinks,
confectionery, tobacco, wines, and spirits are frequently handled as secondary
lines.

Wine, distilled spirits wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establishments pri-

.marily engaged in selling wines, whiskey, gin, rum, brandy, and other spirits,
ineluding neutral spirits and ‘ethyl aleohol used in blending. Merchants who
botile and sell wines and distilled spirits manufactured in bulk by others,
liquor departments of drug wholesalers, and State-operated wholesale outlets are
ineluded. State depots primarily engeged in supplying State liquor stores, how-
ever, are not included in Wholesale Trade.

Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalers
Drug vholesalers {general and specialty limes)

General-line drug wholesalers (not shown separately).--Merchent wholesale
establishments engaged in selling a Tull line of drugs, pharmaceuticala, pro-
prietary medicines, druggists rubber goods, cosmetics, toiletries, drug sun-
dries, and related merchandise. Cooperatives and voluntary group wholesalers
handling a full line of drugs are also included in this classification. Liguor
departments of drug wholesalers,however,are included with "wines and distilled
spirits wholesalers.” .

Specialty-line drug wholesalers (not shown separately).--Merchant wholesale

establishments primarily engaged in selling proprietary medicines, toilek

preparations, and artieles suchas drugs, perfumes, cosmeties, powders, shaving
preparations, toilet soap, dentifrices, conba,brushes, mirrors, medical glass,
bandages, rubber goods, and antiseptics.

Industrial chemicals, explosives distributors.--Merchant wholesale establish-
ments primarily engaged in .selling such industriel and heavy chemicals as coal~
tar chemicals, plastics, compressed and liquefied gases (except LP gas), acids,
ammonia, soda, industrial aleohols, explosives, dyestuffs, maval stores, etc.
Conecerns primarily engaged in selling pyrotechnics and ammnition for small arms
are included in “Amusement and sporting goods wholesalers."

. Paint, varnish wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establishments primarily en-
gaged in selling paints, varnishes, lacquers, ensmels, caleimines, shellac, and
stains. Glass, wallpaper, painters supplies, oils, chemicals, and related prod-
ucis are frequently handled as secondary lines.

Tobacco distributors

Tobaceo distributors,--Merchant wholesale establishments primarily engaged in
selling manufactured tobacco products such-as cigars, cigarettes, chewing and
smoking tobacco, and smuff. Confectionery, smokers articles, razor blades, play-
ing cards, ete., are frequently handled as secondary lines.

Dry goods, apparel wholesalers

Clothing, furnishings,footwear wholesalers.--~Merchant wholesale establishments
primarily engaged in~ selling men's, boys' clothing, and furnishings {including
suits, coats, overcoats, work clothing, hats and caps, shirts, ties, and under-
wear); women's, children's c¢lothing, furnishings, .and accessories {including
suits, dresses,and skivts); furs and fur clothing; millinery,millinery supplies;
shoes and other footwear; work clothing; and related lines.

Dry goods, apparel wholesalers--Contimied

M’goods wholesalers (general and specialty lines)

General-line dry goods wholesalers (mot shown separately).--Merchant whole-
sale establishments engaged in selling a diversified combination of lines
upually sold in reiail dry gooda and general merchandise atores, including
piece goods, home furnishings, work clothing, dresses, infants' wear no-
tions, ard hoslery. Men's and women's clothing, furnishings, and millinery
frequently constitute secondary lines.
ecialty~line g ods wholesalers(not shown se .~-Merchant whole-
sale establishments primarily engaged in selling hosiery, underwear, plece
goods, knit and lace goods, faney linen ard needlework and notions (thread
tapes, needles, pins, butions, hair accessories, zippers, and shoe Laces.s
Piece poods converters.~-Merchant wholessle esiablishments which purchase tex-
tiles in the gray or untiniéhed form, have them dyed and/or finlshed by others,
usually on a contract basis, and sell to the cubtting-up trade, garment mekers,
wholesalers, or retallers. Converiers operating bleaching, dyeing, and finishing
plants are not considered as merchant wholeglaers.

Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers

Furniture (household, office) wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establishments
primarily engaged in selling home or office furniture--wooden, metal or other.

Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establish-
ments primerily engaged in selling h 1d china, gl , and earthemmre;
floor coverings (carpets, rugs, linoleums, etc.); antigue home furnishings; and
miscellaneous home furnishings such as brooms, brushes, curtains, draperies,
piletures and picture frames, window shades, kitchen utensile,phonograph records,
and mugical ingtruments.

Paper, allied groducfs wholegalers

Paper vholesalers.-—-Merchant wholesale establishments primarily engaged in
selling wrapping paper and other coarse paper; fine paper (writing papers, re~
production paper stock, cover, text, thin, and other fine papers); newspriat and
book paper; paperboard; and converted psper producte such as bags, boxes, cups,
dishes, towels, napkins, tissues, and bottle caps.

Stationery,walipaper wholesalers.~--Merchent wholesale establistments primarily
engaged in selling commercial and socisl atationery, inmcluding envelopes, type-
writer and nmimeograph peaper in cut sizes, file cards and folders; and office
supplies such as pens, pencils, writing inks, cerbon paper, paper clips, type~
writer ribbons, greeting cards, and erasers; and ewbossed and printed wallpaper
for use in covering or decorating interior walls and ceilings.

Farm products (raw materinls) merchants - -

Farm products (raw materisls) merchants.--Merchant wholesale establishments
primarily engaged in selling cotion, grain, hides, akins, raw furs, livestock,
leaf tobacco, wool, mohalr, horses and mules, and other inedible products such
as broomeorn, moss, halr, feathers, bristles, and fibers, This classification
includes merchants (inecluding terminal elevators) primarily engaged in selling
raw farm  products in marketing centers.. Dealers buying suchk products direct
from farmers and assembling them at local production points are classified as
“assemblers" and not included here. .

Automotive wholesalers

Motor—vehicle distributors.--Merchani wholesale establishmerig primarily en~
gaged in selling new and used passevger automcbiles - and aimilar motor vehlcles,
road-type trucks, truck-tractors, busses, trailers, and semitrailers +to deslers
or to flee} operators, industrial accounts, and to commercial users. Dealers in
road-type trucks, truck-tractors, and truck-trailers are included here on the
basis of kind-of-goods sold. ~

Automotive equipment, tire~fube wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establish-
ments—-frequently referved to as Jobbers in this irade--primarily engaged in
selling automotive equipment, mccessories,parts, tires, tubes, and garage equip-
ment and tools.

Electrical, electronic, and appliance gooda distributora

Electrical equipment, supplies wholesalers.--Merchant vholesale establishments
selling a general line of electrical goods wsuch as electrical equipment and
apparatus; wiring supplies and construction materials; lighting fixtures and
lamps; radio and felevislon sets and accessories; electric refrigerators and
other electrical appliances and specialties; and electronle parts and equipment;
and those primarily engaged in selling' such electrical equipment and apparatus;
wiring supplies and construction materials, and lighting fixtures and lamps, as
conduits and fittings,interior wiree and cables, wiring devices, safety switches ’
poles, crossarms, pole-line hardware, ovigide wires end cables, residential,
commerclal, and Indusirial lighting fixtures, and i and flo t
lamps. Establishments speclalizing in the sale of electrical prime movers and

other electrical power equipment for the generation, transmission, or utiliga- -

tion of electric anergy are also included.

Electrical appliances, radio and TV sets «nd parts, and electronic parts,
equipment distributors.--Merchant wholesale establishments primarily engaged in
selling such eleetrical appliances and speeilalties as radic and television sets,
dish washers, electric refrigerators, electric ranges,washing machines, ironers,
radio and felevision parts and accessories, home freezers, sewing machines, hot
water heaters, electric irons, percolaters, clocks, hotplates, vacuum cleaners;

ete., and electronic fubes, electronic replacement parts and aceessories, and
transmission and sound equipment.

Hardware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalers

Hardware wholegelers,--Merchant wholesale establishments sellinge general line
of merchandise sufficiently broad to service retail hardware stores and the hard-
ware departments of other outlets--general-line hardware wholesalers; and estab-
lishments primarily engaged in selling builders hardware, heavy hardware » shelf
or light hardware, and hardware specialties such as tools, cutlery, ‘bolts, nuts,
rivets,screws, padlocks, keys,and the like--specialty-line hardware wholesalers,



Hardware, plunbing, heating goods wholesalers--Contimued

Plumbing, heating goods distributors.--Merchant wholesale establishments pri-
marily engaged in selling plumbing and heaiing equipment and supplies such as
plumbing fixtures, including sanitary ware; steam and hot water heating boilers,
radjators, parts, and fittings; stoves, ranges, furriaces, and other types of
heating apparatus (except electric); oil burners; gas applisnces aud supplies;
plumbing pipe, valves, and fittings; and plumbers brass goods.

Lunber, construction materials digtributors

Lumber, milliwork wholesalers.--Merchani wholesale establishments primarily en-
geged in selling lumber and millwork such as rough, dressed, and finished lumber;
sheathing, siding, flooring, shingles, plywood, veneers, doors, sashes, {rames,
interior woodwork and trim. )

Construction materials distributors.--Merchant wholesale establishments pri-
maTrily engeged in selling such comstruction materials as brick, tile, and terra
cotta; cement,lime, and plaster; building glass; sand, gravel,end crushed stone;
ready-mixed concrete; roofing, slding,and insulation; and stone, slaie, conerete
products, and building board.

Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors

Air conditioning, commercial refrigeration equipment distributors.--Merchant
vwholesale establishments primarily engaged in selling commercial refrigeration
equipment (including eleetric) such as refrigerators, display cases, freezers,
dispensers, water coolers, food locker -equipment; and those selling air con-
ditioning ‘and ventilating -equipment and supplies, including fauns, dlowers, and
accesgories. Establiehments specializing in the ssle of commercial refrigeration
components and accessories are also included in this classification.

- Commercial machines, eguipment distributors,--Merchant wholesale establishment
primarily engaged in eelling office machimes end equipment (except furniture )
such as adding machines,typewriters, addressing, duplicating,sealing, computing,
stapling, accounting, and statistical wachines; restaurant and hotel equipment
such ag coffee urns, steam itables, china, glassware, silveivare, linens, and re-
Jated iteéms; store machines and fixtures such as display fixtures, show racks,
pricing equipment, cash vegisters, scales, meat slicers and grinders, coffee

grinders, etc.; and such related equipmentas florists' supplies,theater supplies-

and equipment, and parking meters., Establishments primarily engaged in selling
to users are included, as well as those selling to dealers.

Induetrial machinery, equipment, supplles distributors.--Merchant wholesale
egtabiishments primarily engaged in selling machinery, equipment, and supplies
to menufacturing and mining concerns. Included here are establishments selling
industrial machinery; industrial beliing, hose, and packing; mechine tools, mine
and mill supplies; oil well and oil refining supplies; printing machinery and
supplies; industrial rope, cordage, and twine; industrial materials, handling
equipment; power transmission equipment; and machinery and equipment for such
industries as food products, woodworking, shoe manufacturing, tanning, textile,
and paper and pulp.

Professional equipment, supplies houses.--Merchent wholesale establishmenfs
primarily engaged in selling dental supplies (chairs, aterilizers, cabinets,
instruments, dental gold and alloys, waxes, teeth, and the 1Llike); religious
supplies {church goods and religious articles such es statuary, vestments, fonts,
candles, religious pictures, ealendars, literature, ete.); school equipment and
supplies (desks, blackboards, chalk, rulers, wall and globe maps, ete.); optical
goods; surgical, medical, hospital supplies, and equipment; artists supplies;
engineering instruments and supplies; and supplies for other professions.

Surgical, medical, hospital supplies houses.--Merchant wholesale establish-
ments primarily engaged in sellgng surgical and medical insiruments; doctors
apparatus and equipment; orthopedic appliances; ertificial 1inmbs; operating
room and other hospital equipment; X-ray machines and accessories and other
selentific instruments used by physicans and in hospitals.

Service establishment equipment, supplies houses.--Merchant wholesale estab-
lishments pr 1y engaged in selling barber and beauty supplies; laundry, dry
cleaning equipment, supplies (washing, drying, ironing, and pressing wmachines
laundry soaps and chemicals; dry cleaning fluids, marking equipment, ete.); shoe
service supplies and equipment; undertakers supplies (caskets, buriel vaults,
burial garments, embalming chemicals and preparations, and other morticians and
funersal equipment); upholsterers supplies (fabrics, leather and fillings, and
other types of supplies used in the upholstery trade); and miscelleneous service
equipment, such as jenitors' supplies, furriers' supplies, bootblack's supplies,
and hat cleaners' supplies.
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Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors--Contimed

Other machinery, equipment, supplies houses (not shown separately in accom-
panying table).--Merchant wholesale estabiishments primarily engaged in selling
(a) transportation equipment such as aircraft and aercnautical equipment, sup-
plies; railroad equipment, supplies; marine equipment, supplies; @d other irans-
portation equipment and supplies; (b) construction machinery, equipment such as
roed building machinery, excavating and dredging machinery, derricks, cranes,
hoists, and winches; and related construction equipment as pneumatic hawmers,
concrete construction clamps and forms, scaffolding, chutes, and wheelbarrows—-
but not construction materials, and (c) farm-garden machinery, equipment (in-
cluding tractors) used in the preparation and mainterance of the soil, the
planting and harvesting of crops, and other operations and processes pertaining
to agriculture; dairy machinery and equipment,such as milking machines and cream
separators; pouliry equipment, such as incubators, brooders, and feeders, and
irrigation equipment,

Metals, metalwork (except scrap) distributors

Iron, steel, and products distributors.--Merchant wholesale establishments
usually referred o as steel warehouses-—~primarily engaged in selling dron and
steel producte such as semifinished forms and shapes, plates, sheets, strips,
bars, structural shapes, piling, nails, tubular products, wire products, forg-
ings and .castings. Steel warehouses of firms operating steelworks and rolling
mills are aleo inciuded here.

Nonferrous medals digtributors.--Merchant wholesale establishments primarily
engaged I selling nonferrous metals and metalwork such as aluminum, copper, tin,
brass, lead, and zinc.

Iron-steel scrap, waste materisls dealers

Iron-steel ecrap dealers.--Merchant wholesale establishments primarily engaged
in assembling, breaking up, sorting, and selling all forms of iron and sieel
scrap.

Vagte materials deslers.-—-Merchant wholesale estabiishments primarily engaged

-in assembling, sorting, and selling such waste materials as mnonferrous scrap

metals, waste paper, rags, wiping cloths, textile wasies, serep rubber,and other
waste and salvage materials. Scrap iron and steel may be handled as secondary
lines.

Other merchant wholesalers

Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establishments pri-
marily engaged in selling cameras .and photographi¢ goods (cameras, parts, and
accessories, projection apparatus, enlargers, developing and printing rToom appa-
ratus and accessories,sensitized unexposed photographic supplies and equipment);
sporting goods {toys, games, novelties, fireworks, bicycles, sporting goods, and
athletic goods); and other recreation goods such as playground equipment, bil-
liard and bowling equipment and supplies; and hobby goods.

Book, periodical, newspsper wholesalers.--Merchent wholesale establishments
primarily engaged in selling books, magazines, pericdicals, newspapers, and re-
lated items.

Coal vwholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establi primarily In sell-~
ing bitumious coal, anthracite coal, and coke. This includes firms with conl
yards as well as those selling goods shipped directly from mine to customer.

Farm supplies wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establishments primarily en-
gaged in selling mixed and other feeds; fertilizers, fertilizer wmaterials, and
agricultural chemicals; seeds (farm, garden, .and flower); and miscellaneous farm
supplies such as hay, straw, and alfaifa.

Jewelry wholesalers.~-Merchant wholesale esiablishments primarily engaged in
selling a general-or specialty-line of Jewelry such as clocke and waiches; pre-
clous stones and metals; watch materials, Jewelers supplies; cestume Jewelry;
and miscellaneous items such as silverware, plated ware, medals, trophies, semi-

' precious stones, and insigne.

Merchant wholesalers, n.e.c.——(Not shown separatelyin the accompanying table.)
Merchant wholesale esfablishments primarlly engaged in selling petroleum prod-
ucts, eut flowers and potted plants;forest products except lumber; inedible oils
and fete; textiles and materials other than dry goouds; industrial yarns; erude
riubber; ores; sponges; artificial leather; wood- pulp; artificial flowers; and
products not elsewhere <classified; and establishments hendling a iine of mer-
chandise too broad to be included in any of the classifications outlined above.
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Sales :

Bugust 1956 sales of merchant wholesalers were up "SALES OF MEBCHANT lnﬂLESALinsé-sm XINDS OF BUSINESS
11 percent above July and were also 8 percert higher EIGHT MONTHS 1956 COMPARED WITH 1955

than in August a year ago. Cumilative sales for the - '.)(P"_i;" '-’:;;W s yigo wbs iapu__s38 bad
first eight months of 1956 were 9 percent higher T - - g
than sales in the comparable period of 1955. SORUAP, WASTE MATERIALS N o]

Coat:
Durable goods trades, in total, showed a 9 percent
increase over July sales and a 5 percent gain over a
year ago. Nondurable goods reported somevwhat larger HAGHINERY, EQUIPHENT
increases, 12 percent over the previous month and ELECTRICAL G00DS
.10 percent above last August,

METALS, METALWORK

DURABLE_GO0DS, TOTAL

Almost 211 trades reported increased sales over |7 A¥D FRODUCTS
July as well as a Yyear ago. Clothing, furnishings, GROCERIES (SPECIALTY LINE}
footwear wholesalers, registered the principal in-
crease (45%) over July sales. Large gains were also -
noted by irvon and steel scrap dealers (41%), farm AL TRApES, TOTAL
products {(raw materials) merchants {34%), Jewelry FURNITURE, FIRNISHINGS
wholesalers (31%), dry goods wholesalers (29%), piece
goods wholesalers (27%), furniture wholesalers {(22%),
coal wholesalers: (21%) , and home furnishings whole- HONGURARLE 20003, TOTAL
salers (20%). Declines were reported in only three HAROWARE, “PLUKBIAG
trades--iron, steel and products distributors (7%), . scer, WINE, SPIRITS
air conditioning and commercial refrigeration equip~ )

»UWGS. CHEMICALS

‘GOCERIES, (GENERAL LIKE)

ment distributors (9%), and fresh fruit and vegeta- oIV
ble distributors (14%). Most large gains over year- sewaLgy
‘ago sales were experienced by wholesalers of nom— | e peooucts, eobie

durable goods such as coal (37%), farm products (raw
materials) (28%), stationery, wallpaper (15%) , amuse- .
ment, sporting goods 13%) , farm supplies (12%), meat ToeAce )
and meat products (11%), and clothing, furnishings, uMacR coasTmUCTION
footwear (11%). Howevery, significant gains  were
also made by professional equipment, supplies dis=-
tributors (186), nonferrous metals aistributors (12%),
automotive equipment wholesalers (11%) and furniture FARN SUPPLIES
home furnishings wholesalers (11%) . ) X e S Y

FARM PRODUCTS (RAW HAT.)

RY- GOODS

WEAT "AND PRODUCTS

VRO +As  +p0 ‘4RS5O THBs el

For all geographic divisions Auguét- 1956 sales were
higher than in July 1956 or in August 1955. The East
South Central Division, reflecting largely the trend

of farm products merchants (raw materials), indicated By geographic division August inventories showed
the principal increase over the previous momth (22%) relatively small changes from the previous month.
as well as a year ago (21%). However, substantial increases over year-ago inven-

tories were vreporied in all geographic divisions
except New England which showed no change. The East

Inventories ‘ South Central pivision with stocks up 24 percent,
Wholesalers inventories at the end of August were reflected the sharpest increase.

slightly (1%) above July 31 stock but were 12 per-

cent above stocks on hand a year ago. The August General

1956 stock-sales ratio of 118 percent was 11 points Data shown in this report ave based on a new pro-
below the July ratio bub 5 points above the ratio of bability sample representative of all merchant whole-
these same firms for August 1955 galers in the country. Effective with the July 1956

survey, the Bureau revised the sample of merchant
Most trades reported August 31 inventories slightly wholesalers to bring it up-to-date on the basis of

pelow July 31 levels. Farm products (raw materials) the most recent complete Census—-the 1954 Census of
merchants, whose inventories rose 42 percent between Business. A description of the vrevised sample is
June and July indicated another large increase (24%) included on page 2.

between July and Auguste Coal wholesalers also show-

ed an increase of 24 percent over July 31 stock. Each month, approximately one week prior to the
Farm products merchants reported the prinmcipal in- publication of this report, an advance release is
crease over year-ago jnventories—-45 percent. Other issued containing percentage changes in sales and
large increases were noted by electrical goods dis- jnventories and stock-sales ratios for most trades
tributors (20%), nonferrous metals aistributors (21%) wovered by this report. This eadvance release 1is
and specialty-line grocery wholesalers (28%). - available upon request.

fm a1 ~ v +ha Bmwasn of the Census: single copy—10¢, annnal subscripticn —=$1.00
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Burean of the Census

DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE, TERMINOLOGY AND KINDS OF BUSINESS

Scope of the Survey.--Wholesale trade ingludes several types of
establishments: merchant vholesalers; manufecturers sales branches,
and sales offices; petroleum bulk statlons; assemblers of farm prod-
and agents, ‘brokers and commercial merchants. This survey
is limited to merchant wholesalers which constitute the major portion
of the broad field of wholesale trade. However, a1l kinds of busi-
ness in which merchant wholesalers operate ave represented jn this
survey.

Merchant wholesalers are described in the Standard Industrial
Classification Mamual developed by the Federal Bureau of the ‘Budget,
as "Establishments usually known as wholésalers » merchant wholesalers
or: jobbers, primarily engaged in buying,. taking title 10, and where

includes industrial distributors, exporiers,
cash-and-carry wholesalers; drop shippers, wagon dis-
tributors, ete. The establishments included in this group may perform
operations on the goods incidental to the wholesale trading and de-
1ivery, such as installing equipment, and Tixtures; ang collecting and
baling waste materials. Firms which operate retail and manufacturing
establishments in addition to their wholesale establishments report
i & deseription of
each kind of business classification shownin this report (which was in-
cluded in the July 1956 issue), is available on request,

«~~Firms reporting in the survey are part of d prob-
ability sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of busi-
ness. Effective with the July 1956 survey, the sample was revised to
bring it up-to-date on the basis of the most recent complete Censug—-
the 1954 Census of Business. Over 17,000 firms (about 26,000 estab-
lishrents) are included in this sample which was dvawn from lists of
all merchant wholesalers (about 165,000 establishments) in the 1954
Census of Business. The reporting panel includes a fived panel of
about 1,400 very large firms reporting monthly amd four rotating
panels each containing about 3 ,900 smaller firms which report every
fourth month.

and importers,

In any given month, the total reporting panel includes about
5,300 firms. This month, aboul 88 percent of this mmsber of firm sub-
mitted their reports in time for the trend ‘tabulations. The mmber of
establishments reporting, previously shown as a measure of coverage,
will nc longer be .shown since the trend comparisons are based on
weighted valuves (see below), However, information on the number of
establishments reporting for a trade and +the number selécted in bhe
sample will be provided on request.,

The mumber of firms selected in the eample for each kind of busi-
ness varies from 130 to 650 firms » depending upon (a) the-total mumber
of firms in the trade, (b) the distribution of firms within the trade
by sales-zize, (c) the degrze of reliability desived in the data, and

this sample is expected to be somewhat lower. In those kinds of busi-

ness for which Percentage changes are

some of ‘these tra
geographic divigsi

des, however,
ons because even this increase in the sample size will

not provide reliable results in all geographic divisions.

Each firm s
reflects its pron
of firms in the t
are selected with
Tirms are sample
Tirms having a lower probevility of selection and thus a larger weight,

Percentage ¢
Ior each of the
which comparisons
each firm are mul
obtain DPercentage
ratios. Data in
the monih mor for

Sales includ
other services to
discounte, @8ales
also included.
are included. Sa:

three months comp

Inventory, e

Loeal and State

elected in the sample has an assigned weight which
ability of selection (or, in other terms, the number
rade which it represents in the sample). Large firms

certainty, thus having a veight ‘of one (1). Other

d at varying rates, depending upon size, with smailer

hanges .~~for each firm reporting, data are available
three months (cu.rren‘c, previous, and year ago) for
are made. Sales and inventory figurves reported for
tiplied by its weight and the results summarized to

changes of sales and inventories ang stock-sales
this report ave mot adjusted for number of days in
Seagongi or price fluctuations,

e sales of merchandise and receipts from repairs or
customers after deducting returns and allowances,and
of merchandice for others on a commission basis are

sales taxes, and Federal excise taxes

les trends shown in this report reflect the operation
in the sample which were in business in each of the
ored.

nd-~of-month represents stock, at cosi value 5 of mer-

chandise ¢n hand
are based on repo:

‘three periods compared. The number of firms reporting

generally smaller
submit inventory

only.

Stock-sales

for sale gt the end of the month. Inventory +trends
ris £rom only those firms which included data for all
inventories is

than the number veporting sales. Some firms cannoi
data in iime for ‘tabulation but furnish sales figures

ratios are percentages derived by dividing stoeks, at

cost, by total sales for those firms reporting inventories in conjunc—-

tion with sales,
port "zero" inven
in these calculat;
to trade. ’

Excluded from these ratios were all firme which pe-
tories (e.g.; drop shippers). No adjustment 4is made
ions for the warkur of sales » which vardes from trade
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Table 1.-~-TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

AUGUST 1956

N <
Sales Inventory, end- Stock-sales ratios
Percent change: of-month (at cost) {percent)
. 8 mo.
Kind of business August 1956 1956 Percent change,
' from-— from August 1956 from--
8 ‘mo. August August July
August July 1955 August July 19556 1955 195¢
1955 1956 1955 1956

Merchant wholesalers, totalessesaciarecniiraeenn teeenanens aree +8 +11 +9 +12 +1 118 113 129
Durable goods, total....... F R R R R Cerenanans +5 +9 +12 +10 ~1 146 137 159
Automotive wholesalerSueesuseecesrans . e +7 +8 +6 +2 -1 158 139 173
Motor-vehicle @istributors..isescse.s PPN . e -6 +8 -1 +5 -3 85 78 94
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers....... cessreaan ceen +11 +8 +9 +5 -1 177 181 192
Electrical, electronics, appliance distribubors... . +2 +6 413 +20 =1 148 130 158
Elecirical apparatus, supplies distributors........... . +9 +3 +19 +20 -2 131 121 138
Fiect. appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts, distrs.... | 0 +11 +5 +20 +1 169 140 186
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers......c.eeverccicnness caen +11 +2] +9 +6 -3 160 171, 201
Furniture wholesalers..... cesesseneenae caveves . +11 +22 +10 +7 -3 155 165 192
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalerS...escececcacss +11 +20 +9 +6 -3 163 177 209
Hardware, plumbing--heating goods wholesalerS........cc.cceceve. .e 0 48 . +5 + =1 197 188 216
Hardware wholesalerS...seesessss caseeasens . +1 +7 +7 +4 0 220 212 236
Plumbing, heating equipment, supplies distributors............ . -2 +9 +6 +4 -1 175 166 197
Lumber, construction materials distributors....c.eesevveccess cenen +1 410 42 +13 -3 87 83 95
Lumber, millwork wholesalers. [SPRN “es -1 +10 0 +15 -2 103 86 111
Construction materials distributors..... Crvenennse . ees +2 +9 +7 +8 -3 72 79 81
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors............... veanans +8 +8 +15 +13 0 157 148 169
Air conditioning, comm. refrigeration equip., distrs.... .o +2 -9 +7 +7 -7 131 129 134
Commercial machines, equipment distributors.......... s . +6 +5 +12 +3 -1 172 177 176
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies distributors.. . + +10 +17 +10 +1 140 133 151
Professional equipment, supplies distributors..... P . +18 +12 +12 +9 +1 145 164 169
. Surgicsl, medical, hospital supply houses...... . +19 +6 +12 .49 -3 103 127 124
) Service establishment Supply hoUSeS......ccueesvugoerraneesnens +8 +12 +10 +1 V] 144 156 166
Metals, metalwork {except serap) distributors....ce.... s vens +7 =4 +23 +6 4 172 155 171
Iron, steel and products distributors....... . +5 -7 +23 +5 e 201 181 193
Nonferrous metals distributors....... tereessessaeencasaaarsannt +12 +5 +24 +21 +1 71 63 76
Scrap, waste materials dealers.............. vreseenn cesaraen e +7 431 +34 +12 +2 59 54 e
Iron, siteel scrap dealers... . +92 41 ] 0 44 +12 +6 50 48 64
Waste materials dealerS.vescescsccces F O TR +5 +19 +17 +12 -1 73 63 20
Jewelry vholesalersas..ees seresanns cereeen esemsevasiaay versenes . -1 +31 +5 +6 i¢] 190 192 247
Nondurable goods, total.......e.s.- Creenas sieeneseasrievesinannenns +10 +12 +7 +14 +4 96 93 104
Grocery, confectionery, meat wholesalerS............. terasasaeens +9 +7 +8 +14 o] 76 74 81
General-line grocery wholesalers....... . +9 +7 +8 +6 -1 94 97 102
Voluntary groups...... .e . +10 +3 +11 +2 -2 86 93 91
Retailer-cooperative.... . +17 +9 +11 +14 +1 81 85 87
Nonaffiliatedsesveccscaerscvanns . +5 +9 45 +6: -2 105 105 117
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers.. . +8 +5 +11 +28 +2 B84 % 86
Confectionery wholesaleTS.s.sveonss . . +8 +10 + 0 0 63 65 68
+11 +10 +1 +6 -3 20 19 22

+6 -9 +5 +6 4 23 C 22 21 -

Poultry, poultry products distributors. +6 +4 +7 +5 -1 24 22 25
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalers.....cc.ceve . +6 ~-14 +5 +7 -6 22 22 19
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers............... “es . +6 +7 +6 +2 -2 91 95 101
Beer, ale distributors....... careavaeans +5 +2 +5 +2 -6 48 48 52
Wine, distilled spirits wholesalers 46 +12 +7 +1 Q 138 150 163
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalersS....c..eesveossene . 46 +9 +11 +9 1 130 126 142,
Drug wholesalers (gemeral and specialty lines).... +7 +11 +12 +8 +3 144 142 158
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesalers....... +5 +7 +9 +16 4 95 86 105
Paint, varnish wholesalerS...sesverseresanroencncnncs .. +3 +5 +5 +2 0 160 165 166
Tobacco distributors......«.. tereesincacrastesareraan ceesesnsres +9 +9 +% +2 +2 54 57 58
Dry goods, apparel wholesalerS....c.cesassvarce errrevaveierasiane +6 +34 +1 +5 =1 175 170 237
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalerSeecssens . +11 +5 +3 +6 -1 159 7 252
Dry goods wholesalers (general and specially lines) .o +7 +29 +5 43 =3 169 162 226
Piece goods converters..... eseeneiecsassaasansenasesranarnenes -5 +27 -6 +7 +2 220 185 243
Paper, allied products WHOLeSALeTrSas e rvesvnsonns .. +10 413 +12 +8 ~1 113 120 131
Paper wholeSalerS...ecassrovasss ves . +9 +14 +12 +8 -2 108 115 126
Stationery, wallpaper wholesalers. Ceseiascrseciamennse P +15 +10 411 +11 +4 166 171 174
Farm products merchants (raw materisls).....cevcesssencraranncnes +28 +34 +5 +45 +24 129 118 160
Other nondurable goods wholesalerS............ .o +8 413 +10 +15 +5 o9 93 103
Amusement, sporting goods distributors. +13 +16 +11 +12 -3 148 148 174

B Book, magazine, nevspaper vwholesalers.. +8 +5 +11 27 +3 125 113 130
Coal wholesalerSessesesoes crireaeaes P +37 +21 +32 +3 +24 58 8s]. %
Farm supplies vholesalers........ Cresenanae veseransrones . +12 +15 -2 +6 +8 122 142 130
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Table 2.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

AUGUST 1956

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

Sales Inventory, end- Stock-sales ratios
Pevcent change . of-month (at cost) percent)
hiile Y
Kind of business and geographic division August 1956 1956 Percent change,
(See ‘map page 2) from-— 51' ;’g. fugust 1956 from—- [ 4 00 August | Juiy
August July 1955 August July 1936 1955 1952
1955 1956 1955 1956

Merchant wholesalers, totalecicecerennasvesnns +8 +11 +9 12 +1 118 113 129
New England. + +10 +9 0 -1 97 108 108
Middle Atlantic.... +8 +11 +10 +11 +1 114 108 122
East North Central.ccisecseeereeioventonneccrosessscsnncnsesoenunae +6 +11 +11 +13 +1 111 104 123
West North Central.....ceivsescecscnnans 43 +12 +4 +11 +4 130 123 140
South Atlantic..... +5 +9 +9 +10 +3 | 126 119 134
East South Central. +21 +22 +9 +24 +5 116 119 141
West South Central.... +17 +6 +11 +13 +2 132 134 144
Mountain..eeaea.. erreneraes +14 +6 +8 +6 0 118 127 125
Pacifice.eacae. cavsvesansen sesensssenans hens +7 +8 +9 +17 -2 125 115 139
General-line grocery wholeSalerS.cccsssseans N +9 +7 +8 +6 -1 9% 97 102
Middle Atlantic....... . 4 +11 +8 +11 -2 116 112 135
East North Central.. . +9 +8 9 +11 -1 91 91 103
West North Central. . +6 +5 +8 ~2 -1 82 88 86
South Atlantic.... . +9 +6 +3 +3 -3 105 111 115
East South Central. . +6 +8 0 +2 -2 105 106 115
West South Central fevasenns +14 +14 +9 +9 +3 9% 97 104
Mountain.......... +17 +5 +17 +8 +3 109 115 111
Pacific..eevurenennnn . +14 +8 +15 +6 -2 78 82 81
Specialiy-line grocery wholesalersS.....eeesv. +8 +5 +11 +28 +2 84 & 86
New England...... 4 +14 +11 -12 -1 95 141 106
" Middle Atlantic.. +6 +6 +13 +42 + 65 52 65
East North Central +3 +% +8 +13 +5 102 91 101
West North Central: +7 +1 +7 -8 +1 71 69 71
South Atlantic... +18 +7 +7 ¥17 +2 81 87 80
South Central.... +9 +9 +7 +28 -3 85 72 95
PACifiCesanacesrnninecncnnnnnan temesnanne . +14 43 +10 +41 -5 90 61 97
Fresh fruit, vegetable 46 14 +5 +7 -6 22 22 19

New England...eeceiceneess +16 ~26 +11 {x} [€73] (x} (%) (%)
Middle Atlantie..... -3 ~13 +2 +5 =13 9 8 8
East North Central.. +14 ~-16 +6 +12 -1 19 20 16
West North Central.. +2 ~-18 +1 -2 -7 27 28 26
South Atlantic...... +9 ~7 +5 +15 ~17 24 23 30
South Central.. +13 +1 +7 +14 +10 17 14 16
Pacifice.iveveieannens 4 -16 +5 +5 +12 55 49 42
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty lines).... +7 +11 +12 +8 +3 144 142 158
New England.. +2 +5 +9 +11 +3 181 172 181
Middle Atlantic...... -2 +15 +7 -1 +5 122 114 137
East North Central.. +6 +12 +14 +4% +2 138 152 158
West North Central.. +14 +9 +11 +15 +5 129 129 134
South Atlantic...... +11 +11 +17, +10 4] 158 161 177
East South Central.. +5 +9 +13 +6 +5 177 174 187
West South Central.. +15 +17 +15 +7 +2 172 187 201
Mountaini...eeunas +19 +13 +16 +28 ~1 183 171 210
PacifiCeiiesvernneanas +17 +6 +15 +18 +2 133 123 138
Tobacco distributors...... [N +9 +9 +4 +2 +2 54 57 58
New England.... +8 +5 +3 ~1 0 56 62 59
Middle Atlantic........ +12 12 +5 0 -1 55 62 61
East North Central..... 16 +9 +2 +3 +3 45 45 51
West North Central..... -6 1] o +2 +1 67 66 69
South Atlantic....vvvaia. +15 +12 +10 +7 -3 48 51 55
South Ceniral... +13 +10 +5 0 +# 50 56 53
Pacific....c.uen +8 11 +6 +16 +14 80 71 79
Dry g00ds, apparel WhoLeSalerS, e earerenersonconesscesscconnonnsen +6 +34 +1 +5 -], 175 170 237
New England......... . +9 +56 +8 +1 -2 151 154 220
Middle Atlantic.. . +5 +28 -1 +3 +1 176 166 218
East North Central.... . +5 +34 +6 -4 +2 233 264 305
West North Central.. . +4 +41 +2 +17 =12 173 160 291
South Atlantic. . +5 +49 +7 +6 -1 170 169 283
South Central.. . +10 +53 +3 +8 -5 184 201 291
T Cmesseana caeaen +13 +35 + +15 +3 . 168 168 229
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalerS.....oeeeeeeen tresnernecssae +11 +21 +9 16 =3 160 171 201
Middle Atlantic....... tresanisenenene . +9 +23 +10 +6 [} 165 167 200
East North Central.....vcecaeus +5 +16 +8 -+10 0 160 158 181
+2 +9 1 0 +2 -8 207 213 243
+17 +25 +7 -3 -2 169 206 230
T w7 +26 +8 +11 -2 185 207 243
...... +8 +20 +9 + ~8 111 120 166

See fooinote at end of table.
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BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

AUGUST 1956
Sales Inventory, end- Stock-sales ratios
Percent change of-month (at cost) (percent)
Kind of business and geographic division 8 mo.
(See map page 2) A“;E‘USt 1956 1956 Percent change,
TOm——
o grgg. fugust 1956 from-- August | August July
August July 1955 Avgust | July 1956 1955 1956
1955 1956 1955 1956

Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers...... . +11 +8 +2 45 =1 177 181 192
New England.e.eeveecnnennanean eeeen +7 -2 +7 +8 0 136 136 138
Middie Atlantic....... PR +13 +10 +13 +3 -5 182 8 193
East North Central.. cenee +9 +11 +6 0 =2 161 165 178
West North Central......... cesveee +7 +13 +5 -1 +4 217 212 213
South Atlantic..ieeiasreiiiiiinnenneeasan +2 +1 +5 +3 +1 189 205 202
East South Central.. +11 +6 +15 +18 +1 250 241 258
West South Cemtral.....iecesecnvoenans +31 +7 +17 +10 -1 214 255 231
Mountain.seeusrsinninciinneresacnnnann crereenen +5 +7 +7 +5 +2 241 236 254
PacifiCecereenencanns creen M4 sesaseeneneaasrasenttrairabotrana +13 +16 +7 +4 =2 175 187 205
Elecirical equipment, supplies wholesalerS......... trereasrana weeve +9 +3 +19 +20 =2 131 121 138
New Englandecceecaceessesnnsnionsssacsannans ceenne +18 -2 +28 +33 -1 110 96 110
Middle Atlantic N +12 +4 +25 +14 -4 109 111 117
East North Central..... are -2 0 +14 +23 +1 142 115 143
West North Central......... . -9 4 +13 +13 -9 145 116 151
South Atlantic........ecunne . +8 +5 +16 +17 -2 146 137 157
East South Central.. . PN +16 0 +17 +22 =10 120 113 133
West South Central.. .. +40 +9 +21 436 +3 134 137 141
Mountain...ceveeceas e +30 +30 +13 +3 -1 140 159 171
Pacific...... ceseeseeans thteaensesetranenraasansnsensan +13 +2 +18 +19 ~4 130 124 137
Electrical appliances, electronic parts distributorsS.cucveesceecs. . Q +11 +3 +20 +1 169 140 186

New Englande..seessconces tetresnaen 0 +5 +9 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
oo +7 +4 +12 +35 ~1 160 125 165
..... .o -7 +13 +6 +19 +2 178 142 194
v oo +9 +19 -2 +30 +3 197 168 230
..... er ~7 +17 +2 +11 -1 182 145 203
East South Central.. o -2 +7 -2 +9 +1 189 174 207
West South Central . -1 +9 o +6 -3 195 172 219
Pacifice.iciaveianannnnnn senerenian tebecersetrantetrantansnaane oo +4 +12 +5 +15 +3 152 138 172
Hardware wholesalerS....eeescsnsss vasens veenene vrrssenevan caeasuanse 1 +7 +7 +4% 0 220 212 236
Middle Atlantic........ -1 +3 +10 +3 -2 226 215 239
East North Central....... eens +5 +11 +8 +6 +1 219 205 239
West North Central............ +1 +17 +5 +1 -2 227 228 274
South AtlantiCe....su.s +6 +7 +7 +3 0 257 265 274
East South Central..... -4 +6 +i +6 0 24 220 257
West South Central.... -2 +3 +7 +5 +1 250 235 264
Pacificecseenacnnns ~1 +1 5 +3 -1 210 211 215
Plumbing, heating goods wholesalerS.c.cesesoa. sresssaeseeraans ssre =2 +9 +6 +h =1 175 166 197
New Englands.eeeevseeencans tesens . 0 +11 +9 -2 +1 160 163 182
Middle Atlantic.. . +1 +9 +10 +1 0 175 175 199
East North Central . -2 +10 +12 +6 -2 177 163 198
West North Central.......... . =16 +1 -2 + -3 202 156 211
South Atlantice.iesecicaanenan . ~3 +6 +4 + -3 203 188 221
South Central.. ves -9 +3 =2 +1 ~2 185 158 189
Pacific..... tessansreceaans teevsesnenaa teseseanancaa erressseanes +6 +12 +2 +12 +1 108 131 148
Lumber, construction materials dealerS...vesvesssnsansccas . +1 +10 +2 +13 -3 a7 83 95
New England...... . . . oo +18 +11 +1 +13 +14 50 43 43
Middle Atlantic... csean +6 +9 +4 -2 -7 60 63 71
East North Central.. on +3 +7 +5 +11 -5 95 87 98
West North Central.. res ~14 +12 -3 +11 0 126 123 146
South Atlantic...... P -6 +4 + +11 -8 64 54 73
South Central....... N 0 +15 4 +17 0 115 139 133
PacifiCiceacssccnneransonens crevescinrereean teasiessesrecesanevas +2 +13 +3 +21 ~1 97 84 107
Industrial machinery, equipment, supphes Qistribuborseceeeeessanas +4 +10 +17 +10 +1 140 133 151
New England. -2 43 +12 +8 -2 182 127 178
Middle Atlantic.. +12 +12 +17 +14 +1 180 165 191
East North Central +11 +8 +18 +8 +1 106 110 116
West North Central.......... -4 +14 +10 -1 4 97 92 127
South AtlantiGe..ceveeenennne +3 +21 +20 +13 43 108 96 119
South Central........ [P +3 9 +21 +8 +2 134 126 143
Mountain +11 +19 +9 +8 -1 148 170 207
PacificCe..... -9 +6 +92 +7 +1 181 173 184

¥ Insufficient data to show separately.
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Sales

September 1956 sales of merchant wholesalers, con-
trary to their wusual seasonal pattern, dropped 7
percent below August 1956 gsales but were only
slightly (1%) below Sepitember sales a year ago.
Third quarter sales were 5 percent higher in 1956
than in 1955; well below the 10 percent gains over &
year ago shown during the first and second quarters
of 1956. For the first 9 months of 1956, sales were
8 percent higher than in the comparable period of 1955,

Durable goods trades, in total, and nondurable
goods trades reflected +the same decline (7%) from
August 1956 sales. Compared with a year ago, non-
durable goods trades showed no change, while durable
goods trades were down 2 percent. However, for the
9 month period, durable goods trades were up 10 per-~
cent above sales a year ago compared to a 6 percent
gain for nondurable goods trades.

Almost all trades reported September sales lower
than in the previous month. Beer wholesalers, with
sales off 26 percent, indicated the sharpest decline.
Other 1large .declines were experienced by lumber,
millwork wholesalers (20%), fresh fruit, vegetable
wholesalers (19%), air conditioning, commercial re-
frigeration distributors (16%), tobacco distributors
(149) and clothing, furnishings wholesalers (14%).
Jewelry wholesalers indicated an increase of 8§ per~
cent over August sales, somevhat smaller +than the
usual gain for +this trade. Iron and steel scrap
dealers, who had reported a 41 percent increase in
sales between July and August, noted a slight (1%)
increase in September. :

Compared with sales a year ago, coal wholesalers,
up 24 percent, and iron and steel scrap dealers, up
16 percent, indicated the most substantial gains,
Drug wholesalers, autcmotive equipment wholesalers,
book, magazine, newspaper wholesalers, -amusement,
aporting goods wholesalers and stationery, wallpaper
wholesalers, reported moderate gains of 5 to 10 per-
cent. Sharp declines from September 1955 sales were
reported by lumber and millwork wholesalers (184),
‘waste materials dealers (18%% piece goods converters
(134), and motor-vehicle distributors (124). Third
quarter 1956 sales in each.of these trades were from
6 to 9 percent below their year ago levels. With the
exception of waste materials deelers, these trades
also reported 1lower sales for the 9 month period.
Waste materials dealers, reflecting sharp gains dur-
ing e first and second quarters, reported a 9 month
sales increase of 12 percent.

Inventories

Wholesalers inventories at +the end of September
rose 2 percent above ~their August 31 level but were
up 12 percent above stocks on hand a year ago. The
September 1956 stock-sales ratio of 129 points high-
er than the stock-sales ratio for September 1955,

SALES OF MERCBANT WHOLESALERS— SELEGTED KINDS OF BUSINESS
’ HINE MONTHS (956 (COMPARED WITH (955
(Fercent cu;:m

-5 +15 +20 +25 +30 +35

coAL

SCRAP, WABTE WATERIALS
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Coal vholesalers, with September 30 inventories up
16 percent over +the previous month and 36 percent
above last September, reported the principal in-
creases over both periods. Farm products (raw ma-
terials) merchents, fresh fruit and vegetable whole-
salers, scrap end waste matérials dealers and elec~
trical goods distributors also reported significant
increases over both periods.

General

Data shown in this report are based on a mew prob-
ability sample representative of all merchant whole-
salers in the country. Effective with the July 1956
survey, the Bureau revised +the seample of merchant
wholesalers to bring it up-to-date on the basis of
the most recent complete Census--the 1954 Census of
Business. A descripiipn of +the revised $hmple is
Included on page 2.

Each month, approximately one week prior +o the
publication of this report, an advance release is
issued containing .percentege changes in sales and
inventories and stock-sales ratios for most trades

covered by this wreport. This advance release is
availeble upon request.,

¥Por male by the Bureau of the Censua: single copy--10¢, ananal auhscﬂpﬁbﬂ—-‘x.m
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UNITED SIATES (48)

STATES, BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION
SALES OF MERCHAN1 WHOLESALERS : .
HIHE MORTHS 1958 COMPARED WITH 1955 )

DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE, TERMINOLOGY AND KINDS OF BUSINESS

Scope of the Survey.--Wholesale tréde” included several types of
establishments:  merchant wholesalers; menufacturers sales branches
and sales offices; petroleum bulk atations; essemblers of ' farm prod-
ucts; and agents, brokers and commercial merchants. This survey
is limited to merchant wholesalers vwhich constitute the mejor portion
of thé broad field of wholesale trade. However, a1l kinds of busi-

. ness :[.n - which merchsnt wholesalers operate are represented in +this

 survey.

Merchsnt wholesalers ere described in . the  Standard. Tndustrial

.‘Classiﬁcation Manual developed by the Federal Bureau of the Budget,

ag "Establishments usually known as wholesalers, merchant wholesalera
or_jobbers, primarily engaged in buying, teking title 10, and where
customary, pbysically storing and handling goodé and selling the goods
at wholesale principally to retailers and industrial and commereisl

- users, This group also includes industrial distributors, exporters,

and importers; cash-and-carry wholesalers; drop shippers, wagon dis-
tributors, ete. The establistments included in thie group may perform

- operations on the -goods.incidental to the wholesale trading and de~

.. liyery, such as ltstalling equipment, and fixtures;. and collecting and

"Duling Waste meTeFIdls. Firms WHIGH operate .-retail and manuldcTaTIRg
ostablishments In addition to their wholesule establishments report
only for their werchani wholesale establichments. A “deseription of
each kind.of business classification shownin this report (which was in-~
cluded in the July 1956 issue), is available on request. R
“Samplé design.--Firms reporting In thé miFvey are part of a prob-

ability sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of busi-

~ the 1954 Census - of Business.

ness.. Effective with the July 1956 gurvey, the sample was revised to
“bring it up-to-date on the basls of the most recent complete Census--
: Over 17,000 firms (about 26,000 estab-
+1lishments) are imeluded in this sample which was drawn from lists of

> all merchant wholésalers (about 165,000 establishments) in the 1954

Census of Business. The. reporting panel includes a fixed panel of

_.about, 1,400 very ‘large firme reporting monthly and four rotating
", panels each contdining about 3,900 swaller firms which report every

fourth month.

In any given month, the total reporting panel includes about
5,300 firms. This month, about 90 percent of this mmber of firm sub-
-mitied ‘their reports in time for the tremd tabulations. The mumber of

establishments reborting, previcusly shown as a measure of coverage,

‘will no*longer be shown gince the trend comparisons are based on

weighted values (see below). However, information  on thé mmber of
~establisbments reporting for a trade and the number selected in the
sample will be provided on request. ’

The mumber of firms selected in the sampie for each kind of busl-
ness varies from 150 “to 650 firms, depending upon (a) the total number
of firms in the trade, (b) the distribution of firms within the . trade

by sales-size, (c) the degree of reliability desired in the dats, and’

. dlscounts.

" three periods ‘compared.

(d) whether geographic division trends were to be shown for the trade.
This semple has heen designed to develop monthly doller volume eati-

.matesof sales ah_d inventories by kind of business with a sampling vari-

ability for - each trade of dpproximately 5 percent at the one oigma
level. The sampling variability of the percentage changes based on
this sample 1s expected to be somewhat lower. In those kinds of busi-
ness for which percentege changes are shown by geographic division,
the sample chosen for the npational estimates was increased by about
50 percent to provide wider representation by geographic division. In
some of these trades, however, data are not shown separately for some
geographic divisions because even this increage in the sample size will
not provide reliable results in all geographic divisions.

Each firm selected in the sample has an assigned welght which
reflects its probability of selection (or, in other terms, ‘the number
of £irms in the trade which 1t represents in the sample). Large firms
are selected with certainty, thus having a weight of ome (1). Other
£irms are sampled at varying rates, depending upon gize, with smaller
firms having a lower probability of selection and thus a larger weight.

: Percentagé changes.--For each firm reporting, data are available
for each of the three months (current, previcus, and year ago) for
which comparisons are made. -Sales and inventory figures reported for
each £irm are multiplied by its weight and the results summarized to
obtain percentage  changes of sales and inveniories and stock-sales
ratios. Data in this report =are not adjusted for number of days in
the month nor for seasonal or price fluctuations.

Sales include sales of merchandise and receipts from repairs or

other services to customers after deducting returns. and allowances,and

Sales of merchandise for others on a commission basis are

also inciuded. Local and State sales taxes, and Federal exclse taxes

are included. Sales trends shown in this report reflect the operation

of firms selected in the sample which were in business in esch of the
-three months compered. . :

. Inventory, end-of-month represents gtoek, at cost value, of mer-
chandise on hand for sale at the end of the month, Inventory trends
are besed on reporis from only those firms which included data for all
The number of firms reporting inventories is
generally smaller than the number reporting sales. Some firms cannot

submit inventory data in time for tabulation but furnish sales figures
only.

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at
cost, by ‘total seles for those firms reporting imventoriés in eonjunc-
tion with sales. Excluded from these ratios were all firms which re-
port Yzero" inventories (e.g.,drop shippers). No adjustment 3is made
.in these calculations for ?Ih?Tﬁarkup of sales, which varies from trade
to trade. )




Teble 1.--THENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:
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UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS
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Sales

Inventory, end-
of-month (at coat)

Stock-ssles ratfos

Percent change 8 mo. . (perceirt) .
Kind of buminess September 1956 1956 Percent change '
from—- from  lsept, 1956 from-- _ .
9 mo. § pi August
September] August 1955 ° |September| August 1956 1955 §:19%
1955 1956 . 1955 1956
T
MERCHAKT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL.seeenceerivnosernvaacecnens -1 -7 +8 +12 2 129 114 117
Durable goods, total.ceceeeseiercsrereninosuernocierarrecacinns -2 -7 $10 +13 +2 157 ]36! b
AUtOMOTIVE WHOLEBALETS esevreisrassassosuasssosossorosnesnnasscns +2 -7 +6 +6 0 184
Motor-vehicle distributors =12 -10 -2 +13 -1 ) 5
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholese]ars trrasesanmannesnsnsse +5 -6 +8 +5 o 194
Electrical , electronics, appliance distributorg......... creenrrne -1 4 +11 +27. +4 146 112 133
Electrical apparatus, supplies distributors.scesesecccesacnnee. =1 -5 +16 +22 + 136 110 1@_'
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts, o :
ALEATIDULOTS . e nanans -1 -3 +5 +32 +5 157 115 144
Furniture, home furnishings vholesalers..... aes =1 -2 +8 4 0 173 170 174
Furniture wholeSalerSauesseeosnsscsneasnassnss .o -2 4 +8 +8 -2 1. 158 155 155
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholeselerS..cesscssesscescss 0 -1 +7 +3 +L 180 181 178
Hardware, plumbing-heating goods wholesalerS.v.escessecscesss PPN 4 -4 +5 +6 .17 0 -1 205 {. 184 193
Hardware wholeSalerS.sserecsssessscscscorcssacss -8 -3 1. +5 +5 -2 227 201 235
Plumbing, heating equipment, supplies distributors -3 b +5 +6 0 185 168 173
Lumber, construction materials distributors....cccevececscescanens -13 =14 0 +10 ~1 105 86 93
Lumber, millwork wholeSalerS.eeecvacsecvescrss -18 =20 -2 +6 0 115 87 97
Construction materials AistributorS.ceveiveevicesseacsssnans -6 -7 +5 +15 -1 96 84 48
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributorSsseecscccrcsccssecssos +2 -11 +13 +14 +1 175 158 155
Alr conditioning, commercial refrigeration equipment
AistributorSesceesavsssaseacsassenanancanses [¢] ~16 +6 +7 -1 139 129 125
Commercial machines, equipment distributors decerasesiisctreeass +1 -2 +10 +11 0 180 160 170
Industrical machinery, equipment, supplies distributors........ [e] =12 +15 +13 +4 165 147 138
Professional equipment, supplies distributorSseesssecccccecsscsss +2 ~5 +10 +9 -1 179 173 171
Surgical, medical, hospital supply houses....ecnssa . +3 4] +11 +7 +1 206 203 191
Service establishment sUDPly houSES.ceiceosntacrccase . .. +2 -1 +9 +9 -1 130 125 128
Metals, metalwork (except scrap) ALEETTDULOTS o s enn vnernanenanean ~3 -6 +20 +12 + 167 140 148
Iron, steel and products distributors....... . -2 -6 +20 +11 +5 - 190 165 170
Nonferrous metals distributorS.scesscesceccrionsarsesnacsocsans -5 -6 +20 +21 -2 96 63 79
Scrap, waste materials dealerB..vavierciiocevecisscironcrcasosnne: +1 -1 +29 +15 +7 65 51 59
Iron, steel scrap dealers...... +16 +1 +41 +10 +4 48 47 48
Waste materials dealerse.... -18 ~5 2 +19 +10 2 | .56 B
Jewelry wholesSalerS....sessvae -3 +8 +4 +3 +8 226 199 229
Nondurable goods, totali ... iciieiimniennniiiiianlononnninn.s 0 -7 +6 411§ +2 105 95 9%
Grocery, confectmnery, meat WholeSalerS.eeeecassvaconsooonnseanse -2 =7 +7 +8 . +1 76 70 70
General-line grocery wholesalerS....... +1 -5 +7 +6 +4 102 9y 95
VOluntary grouPSeeescessessss fee +5 -3 410 +5 +3 98 99 92
Retailer-cooperative.... cren +3 -4 +10 +13 +3 93 86 86
Honeffiliated..cescersancsnss een -2 -7 +5 + +5 112 105 102
Speclalty-line grocery wholesalers -6 -12 +9 +15 ~4 | 69 57 63
Confectionery wholesalers.c.esica. +6 -4 +1 +5 -2 n 69 68
Meat, meat products wholesalers...... ceremsenns cersesaisncansan +3 -7 +2 +1 -2 22 - 21 19
Farm products (edible) AistributorS...ccscciiesceesssoeresnssenses =6 =15 4 +8 49 30 25 23
Poultry, poultry products distributors... -6 -7 +5 +9 +6 28 24 2%
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalers..... -6 -19 +4 +8 +11 31 26 22
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers =5 ~15 5 0 +3 16 108 97
.; . Beer, ale distributorS,..:s.eseeseses -5 ~26 4 +15 ol 67 56 50
Wine, digtilled ‘spirits wholesalers‘ . -5 -4 45 LR R 5 . 157 ' 150 147
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalers.... +2 =3 +10 . +8 +L ‘#1228 *126 . #1271
Drug vholesalers (general and specialty linmes). +5 -2 12 +8 e w1ZT [E @133
Industricel chemieals, explosives wholesalers,. -4 =3 +7 +9 =1 88 ) 85
Paint, varnish wholesalerS....secssees Bresassrensersnsennrianas -1 -3 + +5 +1 142 135 138
Tobaceo AistribuiorSeesssevsesacsesiasas trsenstsanasesarrsasnaran -5 -14 +3 +4 1] ., e7]. 64 53
Dry goods, apparel wholeSalerS........ tessenessestnrsenasnosasred =4 -8 +1 18- -1 #182 | - %160 #1735
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalers. : +1 ~14 +3 +1% -1 208 178 184
Dry goods wholesalers (general and specialty 1ines).e.... 4 -6 +4 +7 «3 139 124 140
Plece g00AS CONVEItEIS.cessaecseeeinronioscassesensosnassionnes ~13 ~2 -7 41 +1 %42 - 216 249
Paper, allievd products WholesalerSaeisiacesocesesenssnoccnsscasssns +2 =6 +11 +12- . . *2 102 93 o
Paper WHOLeSAlerSesescssrsesnsssas +1 3 +11 12 +2 98 —® TSL
Stationery, wallpaper wholesalers. +10 -5 +11 +12 +1 129 126 121
Ferm products (raw materisls) merchentS...eesseesssen P +7 -4 +6 +31 #9 173 137 145
Other nondurable goods WhOleSAleTS..ssecscrsrcacnsnsossancnarsans 49 -2 +10 +8 0 104 104 104
Amusement, ‘sporting goods wholesalers +10 -3 +11 +12 =2 154 158 156
Book, magazine, newspaper wholesalers.. +7 -2 +10 +4 ~4 150 158 160
Coal WholeSBlerS..cecscesrssnerocessans +24 =1 +31 +36 +14 131 128. 140
Farm supplies wholesalers.....eieeeuss *=5 -5 -3 +6 - 46 89 75 75-

# Revised since advance release issued November 1, 1956.
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Table 2.--CUMULATIVE SALES TRENDS OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: ' UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS
First Three Quarters 1956 Compared With 1955

Percentage change in cumulative sales 1956 compared with 1955

Kind of business =
1t quarter | 2nd guarter 6 months’ 3rd quarter 9 months
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL ...ceviinvevnsrecocsovensansanss o +10 410 +10 +5 8
Durable goods, ftotal (... ieiiiiiiiiniinciriiirirnensraccrcrnsnsncsscns +17 +13 14 3 +10
Automotbive wholeSalerSeiveecsssessororeasoscosresassonnaassnsnnnsasanss +7 +4 +5 46" 6
Motor-vehicle distributorS.seevssesservnssevas +8 -7 [ -8 -2
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholes@lerS.cecessisessnssoenconnnssd "7 +9 +8 9 +8
'Electrieal, electronics, appliance distributorfescieeeseseeecosiosecnnd +13 +18 +15 +3 411
Electrical apparatus, supplies dlatributorBescecrcescsescessccnocones +19 +24 +22 +6 +16
Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts, distributord +6 +9 +7 0 +5
Furniture, home furnishings wholeBaleTS..se..o..s +11 +8 +9 45 1 . 48
Furniture wholesalerSesveeencesvocns +12 +8 +10 +5 B
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholeBBlerS.cesssssssssnsescvrocnsad +10 +8 +9 45 +7
Hardware, plumbing-heating goods wholeSalerS8.csecveeccsresacsosssscove + +8 +7 +1 +5
Hardware WholeSalerSe.ureerscsassovoenesn +9 +6 +7 +1 +2
Plumbing, heating equipment, supplies diatributors. . e +11 +7 +1 45
Lumber, constiuction materials distributorB8eissceesccassncsvnecesenaes +5 +1 43 4 0
Lumber, millwork wholesalerS.eecveseccrsse +3 -1 [ -7 -2
Construction materials distributors....... +11 +6 +8 +1 +5
Machinery, equipment, suppl‘lea AL48tTIbULOT e creevsranncsssasessveniees +19 £15 417 46 +13
Air conditioning, commerclml refrigeration equipment, distributors..{ +7 +9 +8 +3 +6
Comnerclal machines, equipment dlstributorsisececescscesssccescesnsned +12 +13 +13 +5 410
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies distributors... +23 +20 +21 +3 +15
Professional equipment, supplies distributors.cccseecceses +13 8 +10 +10 +10
Surgical, medical, hosplial supply houseS..eeesces +11 8 +9 +16 +1)
Service establishment SUPPLY NOUSEE«sce.cvesssverceseseraanscncesned +13 16 49 +8 +9
Metals, metalwork (except scrap) distributorEe..scesescecenscsssecsons +32 421 +26 +8 +20
Iron, steel and products distributors.... +33 +21 +27 «+3 +20
Nonferrous metals distribuloreciveccierssnssocscarnsnrrrsosnasannns +31 +20 +25 +10 +20
Serap, waste materials de@lerBe.sscsssssassacessrsasssenrroncns SV +56 +35 +45 +3 +29
Iron, steel scrap dealers...... coernane saesescrsevrecrrssvasd +69 +48 +57 +10 %1
Vaste materials dealers.c.cssessevaassconaraossncnccasssoancoscnconey +36 +13 +24 -6 +12
Jewelry WholeSalerSe.uesrosecmesscrresoancensriaseoonssensasesacnsonss + +8 +6 +1 4
Hondurable goods; total..cuieriieaiinerieniianriisecscisranssencnces +6 +7 +7 15 +6
Grocery, coni‘ectiohery, meat WholeBaLeTB. eessancnarrssssnssonnsansssed +7 +7 +7 +6 +7
General-line grocery wholesalers... +7 +8 48 +6 7
Voluntary groupBeessscssencissnsens +10 +11 +11 +8 +10
Retailer-cooperative..... sens cevanesescsesrrncrarsesrneresd +8 +13 +10 #10 +10
Nonaffiliatedseeesereesecrsescscrsaressanssrssassrsosarossarosnans +6 +5 +5 +4 +5
Specialty-line grocery wholesalerS..s.. +12 +9 +11 +6 +92
Confectionery vholesalerse.... +5 0. +2 0 +1
Meat, meat products WholeBAlerS8....ssesecsesscanssssrarasrereansnsas -2 -1 -2 +8 +2
Form products (edible) LSIIDULOrE.«eveesssessessnsnnacrsenransrsasss 46 ") 45 +5 o4
Poultry, poultry products distributors....... . +10 *7 +7 0 +5
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalerS.escassccarssccccnnnsarcnnssrssene -1 +3 +2 +7 +4
: Beer, wine, distilled splrits wholesalers........ +7 +5 +6 + +5
Beer, ale distridutorSi.cesccesscccens +5 43 4 +4 +4
Wine, distilled spirits wholeSalerBe...eacsrsssecroscraccessrencecs +8 +6 +7 +3 45
Drugs, chemica.’l.s » allied products wholesalera sessesvrsessesssassareres 411 411 411 +7 410
Drug wholesalers (generasl and specialty lines) +12 +15 +13 +8. +12
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesalers.. 49 +8 +8 +5 +7
Paint, varnish wholeSalerB.ceeeccerresnessvarsrasssnssvesosnsnanressi +8 +1 +4 +4 +
TODACCO ALBETIDULOTE s enrssesasueseeorsssrenrsarannsessssssoiossssanessy +5 +2 +3 +3 +3
Dry goods, apparel WholeSBleTSessecsscssssscscscasssencnvccsssrncnssns +2 =1 0 +1 +1
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalerS...veeess. 4 +2 -2 0 +10 +3
Dry goods wholesalers (general and specialty lines) .ol +5 +7 +6 0 4
Piece gOOGS COTVETHETEsossasossosrsossvosnsosssssssnsessesrconcnssoey -1 -11 -6 ] =7
Paper, allied products WholeSalerBecaesssscssossoscressarsasersoscnsan +14 +11 +12 +8 +11
© Paper wholesglerS....ssesseesse G AP +14 +11 +13 +8 +11
Stationery, wallpaper wholeSaleIB..ecvecesrvovsosersciscncnsvenreroneg +11 +11 +11 +7 +9
Farm products {raw materials) meTchantBeeeesvsncsessrcrncnrenrrsnsonesy -7 +13 +2 +11 +6
- Other ﬁondurable goods WHOLEBALOT SN e vrareeersesrsssassarsanrsasnane . +10 +15 +11 +8 +10
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers.... +9 +10 +10 +12 11
Book, magazine, newspaper wholesalers.. +2 +12 +10 +10 +10
Coal wholeselerS..ses.. asevees +34 +31 +32 +24 +31
Farm supplies wholesalers. e -8 -1 -3 +2 -3




Table 3.~-TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

SEPTEMBER 1956

Page 5

I 1
Sales : Inventory, end- i Stock-sales ratios
Percent change . { of<month (at cost) (percent
© 9 mo. 1
Kind of ”‘“i"“‘zgge“;‘gpg;;g:"gﬁ‘“ division September 1956 1956 |' Percerit change,
i frome—— from [September 1956from-- .
9 mo. Sept. Sept. Avg.
Sept. Aug. 1955 Sept. fug. 1956 1955 1956
1955 1956 1955 1956
Merchant wholesalers; t0t8lesessasaossssssasssasasseacaarsons -1 =7 +8 +12 +2 129 114 117
New Englande.sesesessnssrssarassss I -5 7 +11 A2 TZ8 123 37
Middle Atlantic.... -2 =7 +8 +8 0 115 105 105
Eagt North Central. 0 -7 +10 +16 +2 113 97 104
West North Central.... -1 =10 +4 +10 +2 136 118 116
South Atlanticeciiaese 4 -8 +7 +13 +5 151 129 136
East Scuth Central.c.a.. +6 ~1 +9 +19 +7 145 129 130
West South Centrale...o.. + ] -11 +10 +7 ~2 152 149 139
Mountaineesaseeanas -3 =6 +7 +9 ~1 153 135 145
Pacifica.. -1 -9 +8 +15 +5 134 120 118
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers. +5 -8 +8 +5 ] 194 196 184
New Englandescescesesssessscsesanscasases ~1 [ +6 2 + 245 249 223
Middle Atlentic.cessenssvsssescccane + -3 +12 +3 -3 191 195 193
East North Central.... +16 ~2 +7 +7 0 105 115 110
Weat North Central.... +1 4 +5 +6 +4 244 232 222
- South Atlantic.... +1 -9 +h +5 +1 185 192 176
Easgt South Central.. +7 -9 +13 +7 ~1 229 258 209
West South Central,. +1 -16 +16 #14 +2 268 251 218
HMountadne.eesdseas +6 -10 +71 (x) (x) (x) (=) (x)
PacifiC,acesrsessscessvonansrisoseenrcesasatossccsassassasnsasasen +4 -10 +7 +12 0 250 214 215
Electrical apparatus, supplies di{stributorScsecsccsisncesscosecinsns -1 4 +11 +27 +4 146 112 133
New Englandecceveveccsensonsssnionncosossssnssans cersassevas +3 +B +26 +30 | +2 140 107 150
Middle Atlentic.. ceaendres +3 ¢} +22 +11 +1 122 113 125
East North Central -5 -9 +11 +19 +1 103 82 93
West North Central.. +3 -7 +12 +28 +9 185 151 158
South Atlanticeesess 0 -2 +15 +20 +5 153 127 143
East South Central,.. +5 -12 +16 +49 +4 207 140 170
Weat Scuth Central.. -1 -1l +19 +24 +6 200 157 168
Mountaidneiessesincens -6 -2 +9 +11 0 124 105 113
PecifiCiasacccsscrencornsacrercescsinscesessnsrasonasasrsrassocccnn +1 ~4 +16 +32 +7 145 111 128
Elect. appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts distributors... -1 ~3 +5 +32 +5 157 115 145
New Englanfeceesescsnsacesecsssasssesrnacnccesansssinacaanennsona -1 +2 +8 +54 +2 124 83 118
Middle Atlantic,. cees +9 +2 11 +#3 | . +5 157 125 147
East North Central... cans -6 -7 +4 +43 +7 174 112 158
West North Centrale...... anee -15 ~5 4 +19 +5 169 114 148
South Atlantic.scascacess -5 14 +1 +23 + 204 154 172
East South Central....... cetessaneniae -6 4 -3 +6 +5 184 129 51
VWest South Central.. esvosesssacsn -3 ~13 | 0 +25 +6 204 140 167
Pacificiesecieccssans +7 +6 +5 +40 +8 200 149 195
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalerS..sesesssssssscevarnsesscnes -1 -2 + +4 1] 173 170 174
Middle Atlanticeiscecccioansaicasencen <3 [ +8 e ~1 217 195 229
East North Central..... +2 ~3 +7 +10 +3 144 133 133
Vest North Central..... 0 +6 0 +10 ~1 169 153 183
South Atlantic.. +2 -6 +7 -3 0 194 206 193
South Central. . .. -7 -9 +6 +10 +1 144 166 130
PacifiCesiscisecasnnntssnsnscassssssesccorsncscansenssssancanenns +8 -2 +9 2 +4 160 221 15%
Hardvare wholesBlerSescescessvsccoiognassosessaosissosarsnnncnssans -6 =3 +5 +5 -2 227 201 ]
Middle Atlantic... eresevecca ~-11 [¢] +8 +7 -3 215 189 222
East North Centraliciesciss. -5 -5 +7 +12 -1 202 169 196
West North Central..... -5 -5 +4 -5 -5 235 230 238
South AtlantiC...essves -8 0 +5 +18 -2 228 173 252
Eagt South Centralesesesssvecorsene tescvesssensenssseciscasnas -6 ~5 +3 +1 -1 251 229 241
West South Centra8l.ciicssasccanstsatcsssnasarsssannsonssscscssses -6 -6 +6 +8 +2 277 242 255
PRCifdC et sessnacanceiessaeoisossroncennosaasnsasanrocanscasassans -2 «3 +5 +3 0 240 239 236
Plumbing, heating equipment, supplies distributorB..ccessessoseencss -3 -4 +5 +6 0 185 168 173
New Englandessecssoresevonsciascsecssssanssnsencanse ersena -5 +1 +6 -1 0 237 202 230
Middie Atlantic.iceeenss veenen ~7 +1 +8 0 o] 154 150 157
East North Central.. ves +2 4 +11 +9 -2 148 135 141
West North Central. oo -1 -2 -2 +17 +1 203 17 192
South Atlanticeieecas.. . -6 -8 +3 -4 -1 209 205 189
South Central. cnnen -2 -7 -2 +3 +2 230 216 159
221 Y ~8 =12 +1 +8 +3 206 169 169
Lunber, construction materials distributorS.sieessscsesessesasscacns -13 ~14 o] +10 -1 105 86 93
New Englandevesssseessosqscessnessssasascnana -6 -12 0 +8 ~6 98 a8 91
Middle Atlantic... -16 -15 +1 +10 +2 127 96 108
East North Central. -8 -6 +3 +20 -3 a9 79 91
West North Central. -26 ~15 -5 -10 -5 105 85 90
South Atlantic..... -16 =17 +2 +19 +2 178 116 152
South Central.s.... +1 -8 4 +11 +1 114 114 100
PACITICeuatsurseaaerasasncnseracssscastonssusonrassracocrsscnnsoncs -18 ~19 0 +3 +5 59 52 49

x Insufficient deta to show separately.
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Table 3.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT .WHOLESALERS:

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Continued

SEPTEMBER 1956

Kird of business and geographic division
(See map page 2

Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies AistributorS.esecececssss
New Englandecececsesssrosenssssessnssssssnnsnsassnacs
Middle Atlantic...,.
East North Central..
West North Central....
South Atlantic...eevecannns
South Central.ceveiessssnces
Mountalniseeeeeen

PaCifiCeuattanianeeerenrccnranscensornsaniosnsans

General-line grocery wholesgalerS..seeecess.
Middle Atlantic.....

East South Central.
West South Central..
Mountainseseeansaes

PACIfiCisersesscnusnsceesassssosnesrnssenccsornssen

ecossresarrncarannns ..

ssesiaisesnnes

Specialty-line grocery wholesfleTrSssssecssscssessssee
Middle Atlantiec.....
East North Central..
West North Ceniral....
South Atlantic....
South Central..
PacifiCecrensnnns

Middle Atlantic.....
East North Central..

secorrnsssrane

PACIfICasanenanrscttrrisecnanonsennssorassnsesassresnasansonsanns

Tobacco ALstribUtOrSseeesecsedocetennsessnscanacnssnsasrnsosssonans
New Englande.es.ss
Middle Atlantie..
East North Central.......
West North Central........
South Atlantice.scecivencnnn

PacifiCiceicrrncarecerasnsses

Dry goods, ‘apparel wholesalers..
New Englande.sessssscssacsnes
Middle Atlantic...

West North Central........
South Atlantic.
.South Central..

PACIfICeseesnonuesrrrsnsscssatesscasnsncncsnsacorscesssvasassans

7 i S - 7
Salfes‘ Inventory, end- : Stock-sales ratios
Percent, change of-month (at cost) - {percent)
i (o Y
September 1956 ;?955 Percent change,
© from-— from |September 1956 from— !
9 mo. - Sept. Sept. | Aug.
Sept. Aug. 1955 Sept. Aug. 1956 1955 1956
1955 1956 1955 1956
0 -12 +15 +13 +4 165 147 138
~11 ~10 +8 +42 +2 170 96 157
~14 -25 +14 +3 4] 147 121 111
+8 -14 +17 +16 . +8 133 124 105
0 =11 +9 +10 +11 202 127 153
-8 14 +15 +6 + 255 194 160
+11 -9 +20 +8 +2 165 170 144
~12 ~6 +8 +22 +3 207 200 169
+6 +10 +8 + +5 157 159 161
41 =5 +7 +6 + 102 99 95
+1- -6 +7 +14 +4 100 93 98
+7 +1. +8 +5 +7 99 97 23
+1 -6 +8 +7 + .91 %0 86
-4 ~10 +2 +3 4] 106 97 95
+1 =7 0 +8 +6 114 106 95
-7 -5 +8 0 -3 120 120 118
~4 0 +15 +6 +8 103 101 96
+4 -6 +14 +8 +3 84 79 79
-6 -12 +9 +15 § 4 69 57 63
-9 =15 +10 +14 -8 55 42 50
0 -15 +7 + -2 T4 73 66
~10 -16 +4 +32 -8 122 92 108
+12 ~1 +8 +11 -3 50 50 51
+4 -13 +6 +54 ~5 55 41 57
4 =7 +9 +16 +5 78 63 66
-6 ~19 +4 +8 +11 31 26 22
~11 -20 +7 +22 +30 85 58 57
-1 -26 +2 4 +9 12 14 8
-9 =21 B +12 +16 20 15 16
-8 -5 0 +3 +8 44 36 38
~16 =17 +3 -2 +7 17 16 13
-7 =10 +6 -1 0 20 15 18
-5 ~15 +h 0 +8 42 39 34
45 =2 +12 48 +2 143 138 133
0 +6 +8 -2 [+ 187 171 213
+5 0 +7 +6 +2 106 107 93
+2 +1 +13 +8 -2 139 131 145
0 -7 +10 +4 +3 161 164 138
+6 4 +15 +8° +3 160 157 148
+4 +5 +11 +12 +5 123 114 122
+3 -11 T 414 +11 +1 185 173 161
+12 ~5 +15 +14 +3 175 183 158
+3 -9 +14 +13 +3 153 142 135
=5 =14 +3 + ~1 67 &4 53
-5 -12 +2 -3 -3 56 55 55
-10 =19 +3 4 4 7 76 43
+4 =11 +2 +8 ~7 63 62 58
-6 -8 -2 +10 +7 5 69 63
-10 -18 +7 +12 +2 60 52 54
4 ~10 + o} -1 59 56 55
-2 -15 +6 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
~4 -8 +1 +8 -1 182 160 175
21 S +5 2 +3 133 88 108
iy -7 -1 + ~1 190 176 192
-3 -11 +5 +9 -1 176 167 154
+2 ~14 +2 +23 =7 226 179 196
-5 -13 +5 +14 +2 261 219 227
4 -1 +1 +11 -5 131 110 130
42 -12 +4 +13 43 149 121 131

x Imsufficient data to show separately.
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Sales

Sales of merchant wholesalers, after a September
decline, rose 13 percent during October 1956and were
12 percent higher than October sales a year ago.
Cumulative sales for the first ten months of 1956
were 9 percent higher than sales for the comparable
period of 1955.

Durable goods trades, in total, showed a 12 per-
cent increase over September sales and a 12 percent
gain over a year ago. Nondurable goods trades re-
ported a somewhat larger imncrease, 14 percent, over
the previous month but noted the same gain (12%) over
October 1955 sales as the durable goods trades.

Almost all trades reported increased sales over
September as well as a ‘year ago. Farm products (raw
materials) merchants registered the principal in-
crease (38%) over September sales. large gains were
also noted by wine, distilled spirits wholesalers
(2% ), industrial chemicals wholesalers (24%), iron,
steel ‘scrap dealers (24%), iron, steel products
distributors (23%), piece goods converters (23%),
jewelry wholesalers (22%), and stationery, wallpaper
wholesdlers (22%). Only one trade--motor-vehicle
distributors--reported sales at the same level as a
month earlier. Most large gains over year-ago sales
were experienced by wholesalers of nondurable goods
such as farm products (raw materials) (27%), coal
(25%), industrial chemicals (22%) and wine, distilled
spirits (20%). However, the largest gain was made
by iron, steel scrap dealers (43%) while other dealers
of durable goods such as iron, steel products (23%),
and industrial machinery (19%) also made significant
gains. Declines from year-ago sales were reported
by four trades--pilece goods converters (1%), motor—
vehicle distributors (2%), poultry products distrib-
utors (6h), and waste materials dealers (14%), while

one ‘trade, farm supplies wholesalers--showed no
change.

All geographic divisions reflected higher sales in
October than in September 1956 or October 1955. The
West South Central Division: indicated the principal
increase over the previous month (20%) as well as a
year ago (22%).

Inventories

Wholesalers inventories at the end of October rose
3 percent above their Septenber level but were 11
percent above stocks on hand a year ago. Heavier
inventories were more than offset by increased sales
in October. As a wresult, the October 1956 stock-
sales ratio of 114 percent was 11 points below the
September ratio and 3 points lower than the stock-
sales ratio for October 1955.

While most trades reported only slight changes in
inventories between September 30 and October 31, 1956,
inventories in the nondurable goods trades rose more
sharply than in the durable goods trades.-Farm prod-
ucts (raw materials) merchants (20%) and fresh fruit,
vegetable wholesalers (27 ), indicated +the sharpest
increases over previous month stocks. Compared with
a year ago, large increases were reported by coal

For sale by the Bureau of the Census:
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wholesalers (294), farm products (raw materials)
merchants (28%), electrical appliances distributors
(23%) and industrial chemicels wholesalers (224).

By geographic division, October 1956 inventories
showed relatively small changes from the previous
month, the largest being an increase of 7 percent
shared by the South Atlantic and West South Central
Divisions. Substantial increases over year-ago in-
ventories were reported in most geographic divisions,
the largest (18%) occurring in the East South Central
and as well as in the West South Central Division.

General

Data shown in this report are based on a new prob-
ability sample representative of all merchant whole-
salers in the couniry. Effective with the July 1956
survey, the Bureau revised the sample of merchant
wholesalers to bring it up-to-date on +the basis of
the most recent complete Census--the 1954 Census of
Business. A description of the revised sample is
included on page 2.

Each month, approximately one week prior o the
publication of this report, an advance releasé is
issued containing percentage changes in sales and
inventories and stock-sales ratios for most trades

covered by this report. This advance release is
available upon request.
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DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE, TERMINOLOGY AND KINDS OF BUSINESS

Scope of the Survey.--Wholesale trade includes several types of
establishments: ~merchant wholesalers; manufacturers sales branches
and sales offices; petroleum bulk stations; assemblers of farm prod~-
ucts; end .agents, brokers and .commercial merchanis. This swrvey
is limited to merchant wholesalers which constitute the major portion
of the broad field of wholesale trade. However, all kinds of bugi-
ness in which merchant wholesalers operate are represented in this
survey.

Merchant  wholesalers are described in the Standard Indusirial
Classification Manual developed by the Federal Bureau of the Budget,
as "Establisiments usually known as wholesalers, merchant wholesalers
or jobbers, primarily engaged in buying, taking title 10, and there
customary, physically storing and handling goods and selling the goods
at wholesale principally to retailers and industrial =and commercial
users. This group also Includes industrial distributors, exporters,
and importers, cash-and-carry wholesalers; drop shippers, wagon dis-
tributors, ete., The establishments included in this group may perform
operations on the goods incidental to +the vwholesale trading and de-
livery, such as installing equipment, and fixtures; and collecting and
baling waste materigls, Tirms which operats retail ana manuiacturing
establistments in addition to their wholesale establishments report
only for their merchant wholesale establishments. A description of
each kind of business classification shownin this report (which was in-
cluded in the July 1956 issue), is available on request.

Sample design.--Firms reporting in the survey are part of a prob-
ability sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of busi-
ness. Effective with +the July 1956 survey, the sample was revised to
bring it up-to-date on the basis of the most recent complete Census--
the 1954 Census of Business. Over 17,000 firms (about 26,000 estab-
lishments) are included in this sample which was dravm from lists of
all merchant wholesalers (sbout 165,000 establishments) in the 1954
Census of Business., The reporiting panel includes a fixed panel of
about 1,400 very large f{irms reporting monthly and four rotating
panels each containing about 3,900 smaller firms which report every
fourth month.

In any given wmwonth, the total wTeporting panel includes about
5,300 firms. This month, about 90 percent of this number of firm sub-
mitted their reports in' time for the trend tabulations. The pumber of
establishments reporting, previously showvn as a measure of coverage,
will no longer be shown since +the trend comparisons are based on
weighted values {see below). However, information on the number of
establishments reporting for a trade and the fumber selected in the
sample will be provided .on request.

The number of firms selected in the sample for each kind of busi-
ness varies from 150 to 650 firms, depending upon (a) the total number
of firms in the trade, (b) the distribution of firms within the trade
by sales-size, (c) the degree of reliability desired 4n the data, and

vwhich comparisons are made.

(d4) vhether geographic division trends were to be shown for the irade.
Thie sample has been designed to develop monthly dollar volume esti-
matesof sales and inventories by kind of business with a sampling vari-
ability for each trade of approximately 5 percent at the .one sigma
level. The sampling variability of the percentage changes based on
this sample is expected to be somewhat lower. In those kinds of busi-
ness for which percentage changes are shown by geographic division,
the "sample chosen for the national estimates was increased by about
50 percent to provide wider representation by geographic division. In
some of these trades, however, data are not shown separately for some
geographic divisions because even this increase in the sample size will
not provide reliable results in all geographic divisions.

Each firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight which
reflects its probability of selection (or, in other terms, the mumber
of firms in the trade which it represents in the sample). Large firms
are selected with certainty, thus having a weight of one (1). Other
firms are sampled at varying rates, depending upon size » with smaller
firms having a lower probability of selection and thus a larger weight.

Percentage changss.-“For each firm reporiing, data are available
for each of the ‘three months (current, previous, and year ago) for
Sales and inventory f{igures reported for
each firm are multiplied by its weight and the results summerized to
obtain percentage . changes of sales and inventories and stock-sales
ratios. Dsta in this report are not adjusted for number of days in
the month nor for seasonal or price fluctuations.

Sales include sales of merchandise and receipts Ffrom repairs or
other services to customers after deducting returns and allowances,and
discounts. "Sales of merchandise for others on a commission basis are
also included. Local and State sales taxes, and Federal excise baxes
are included. Sales trends shown in this report reflect the operation
of firms selected in the sample which were in business in each of the
three months compared.

Inventory, end-of-month represents 5tock, at cost value, ©f mer-
chandise on hand for sale at the end of the month. Inventory trends
are based -on reports from only those firms vhich included data for ail
‘three periods compared. The number of firms reporting inventories is
generally smaller +tlian the number reporting sales. Some firms canmot
submit inventory data in time for tebulation but furnish sales figures
only.

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks , at
cost, by total sales for those firms reporting inventories in conjunc~
tion with sales. Excluded from these ratios were all firms which re-
port "zero" inventories (e.g., drop shippers). No adjustment is made
in these caleulations for The markup of sales, which varies from trade
1o trade.




Table 1.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

OCTOBER 1956

UNITED STATES, BY XKIND OF BUSINESS

Page 3

Sales Inventory, end- Stock-sales ratios
Percent change of-month {at cost) (percent)
10 mo.
. 1956 Percent change
Kind of business October 1956
. I T
from 10r§z. October 1956 from October { October |September
October | September| 1955 |Qctober |September| L0°0 1955 1956
1955 1956 1955 1956

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL ..ooovviniiiviiiiiiniinnanas B +12 +13 +9 +11 +3 114 117 125
Durabie goods, total.....ooovrvviniiiiiiininan, rresiears e +12 +12 +11 112 +1 137 141 153
Automotive wholesalers,......... teaeserteernennracraceers  esees +7 +9 +6 +6 +1 168 167 182
Motor-vehicle distributors. . -2 0 -2 +8 0 135 132 133
Automotive equipment, itire-tube wholesalersS........ceveeeenn. . +8 +10 +8 +6 +1 174 174 192
Electrical, electronics, appliasnce distributors +10 +3 +11 +19 +2 163 153 167
Electr1cal apparatus, supplies distributors.. +12 +6 +16 +15 0 135 131 143

Electrieal appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts,
Aistributors...cvierianvenerons ceeree veeraen eenan Cererersnanee +9 +4 +5 +23 + 193 178 192
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers......... +10 +15 +8 +4 -2 146 150 172
Furniture wholesalerS.....ucevs Crereseesenants +12 +10 +8 +1 0 151 156 165
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalers...... +9 +17 +8 +5 -2, 144 148 174
Hardware, plumbing-heating goods wholesalers... e +3 +7 +5 +3 ~1 172 173 191
Hardware wholesalers......c.s.. [ N PPN +5 +8 +5 +3 -1 200 203 222
Plumbing, heating equipment, supplies distributors............. +2 +7 +4 +3 -1 150 151 166
Lumber, construction materials distributors.. +6 +1L +1 +4 -1 98 105 111
Lumber, millwork wholesalerS...csusseresaas cee +3 +8 -2 +1 -1 128 136 143
Construction materials dlstrlbutors. ............. semvorann RPN +12 +14 +6 +10 -2 71 T4 81
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors.... +17 +12 +14 +16 +1 143 148 158

Air conditioning, commercial refrigeration equipment,

AistributorSe e en e innnssrvreisensnses Caveneraneracissaesea +7 +4 +6 +8 -2 138 134 145
Commercial machines, equipment dlstr1butors ..... earveana +11 +11 +10 +15 0 102 96 114
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies distributors +19 +17 +15 +11 +3 131 142 150
Professional equipment, supplies distributors. +15 +8 +11 +9 +3 134 145 138

Surgical, medical, hospital supply houses... .. +11 +13 +11 +10 +3 138 145 148
Service establishment supply housSe€S....veeisvseannns herasages ven +15 +12 +30 +8 +3 135 148 146
Metals, metalwork (execept serap) distributorS...... ceareen vaeene +19 +21 +20 +17 +6 146 150 168
Iron, steel and products distributors. . +23 +23 +20 +17 +7 166 176 192
Nonferrous metals distribulorS.....cicvececenes crssenae cvsieren +9 +16 +19 +17 -2 81 73 %%
Scrap, waste materials dealerse....ceveceees +20 +22 +28 +10 +7 42 45 48
Iron, steel scrap dealers... +43 +24 +41 +11 +6 38 47 43
Waste materials dealers...... ~14 +16 +9 +9 +8 53 41 58
Jewelry wholesalers..... tesreraenaan s Eesbesecsantarsenrateasean +7 422 +4 -5 A 182 208 230
Nondurable goods, total ............ veeenn tetianesasessssasanensen +12 +14 +7 +10 +6 96 98 102
Groeery, confectionery, meat wholesS8lerS....isecranscncssssnnes . +11 +9 +7 +5 +3 69 72 72
General-line grocery wholesalers...... ‘e +14 +9 +8 +8 + % 100 98
Voluntary groupS..... (S RN +10 +8 +10 +5 +6 93 96 96
Retailer-cooperative....v.a... aens +29 +18 +13 +20 +7 80 85 86
Nonaffiliatedeseesveesrneonannes o B +10 +5 +5 +6 +6 106 109 105
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers. +3 +7 +8 -3 -2 58 60 61
Confectionery wholesalers....... .. +7 +15 +2 0 ] 84 91 94
Meat, meat products wholesalers........ +19 +13 +3 +10 4 17 20 20
Farm products (edible) distributorS......s.... +3 +8 +4 +6 +12 31 30 24
Poultry, pouliry products distributors -6 +3 +4 +9 +15 32 29 30
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalers.... +8 +10 +4 +5 +27 30 30 22
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers. +18 +19 6 +11 +12 109 115 116
Beer, ale distributors....cicovienvesess +13 +4 +3 +10 ~6 &3 65 70
Wine, distilled spirits wholesalerS.....eeeeeeensesnane Cerenane +20 +29 +7 +11 +18 136 147 150
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalers... +16 +14 +11 +12 +3 139. 147 155
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty lines) +15 +12 +12 +11 +4 155 165 166
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesalers.. +22 +24 +10 +22 +1 95 99 122
Paint, varnish vholesalersS.........veveseee temreaceaesnen ven +5 +4 + +5 +1 156 157 161
Tobaceo Aistribulors. e iaiaiines it ivseisretiacnennasrsionas PN +11 +9 +4 +4 +2 56 39 60
Dry goods, apparel wholesalers...... rersaernannn evaesana +5 +14 +1 +2 -4 155 160 177
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalers ......... +5 +12 +3 +2 -3 165 169 192
Dry goods wholesalers (general and specialiy lines). +9 +12 +4 +4% -1 141 138 147
Piece E0OOAS CONVEIrteTSeu.nsiseeviseassoscnnneanssnns -1 +23 ) -ty -9 166 188 211
Paper, allied products vholesalers....... +14 +14 +11 +9 0 106 114 120
Paper wholesalerS....sveeues veen +14 +12 +11 +9 -1 104 111 117
Stationery, wallpaper wholesalers.... +14 +22. +11 49 0 124 136 139
Farm products (raw materials) merchantS.,....eeeees.. fessenaseae .. +27 +38 +9 +28 +20 124 162 156
Other nondurable goods wholesalers.......... hevesesersann verarees +8 +9 +11 +6 +4 97 99 101
Amusement, sporting goods wholesalers. aes +13 +13 +11 +6 -2 136 140 151
Book, magazine, newspaper wholesalers. aae + e +9 +3 +6 152 95 i52
Coal wholesalerS....seee.s ves +25 +8 +31 +29 +4 122 162 143
Farm supplies wholesglerS.icicicaasss aetteseecneecatancstennana . 0 +11 -3 +5 +6 140 137 130
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Table 2,-~TREHDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

October 1956

GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

Sales Inventory, end- Stock-sales ratios
Percent change of-month {at cost) {percent)
10 mo.
Xind of business and geographic division October 1956 1956 Percent change,
(See map page 2) from lérgrg. October 1956 from~—- Oct. QOct. Sept.
Octs Sept. 1955 Oct. Sept. 1956 1955 | 1956
1955 1956 1955 1956
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL | . . i .. iiiiiiiiiarnnnnns +12 +13 +9 411 43 114 117 125
New Englandi....... +7 +11 +7 +10 0 113 109 122
Middle Atlanticesesess +10 +12 +9 +11 + 99 99 106
East North Central.... +13 +16 +10 +10 +2 108 111 120
+12 +13 +5 +3 -1 120 156 144
+8 +12 +7 +10 +7 149 150 156
+16 +11 +10 +18 +6 115 110 121
+22 +20 +11 +18 +7 132 133 143
Mpuntain, .. wmoeone +15 +13 +8 +8 +2 132 143 145
PaCifiCearsecsoncersrsnncnrncssranas sessecereeeavensirecasrsonanns +13 +11 +2 +11 +2 1lie 123 128
Automotive equipment, tire~tube WholeSaleTrS.eeeesussosorscsnnconns +8 +10 +8 +6 +1 174 174 192
New Englandee..covceosnvonsoocososonanacs +9 +18 +6 +5 -2 181 188 217
Middle Atlantic,. cesssecsan +6 +14 +11 +11 +2 170 159 190
Tast North Central.... +1 +11 +7 +1 +2 181 181 198
West North Centrale.cesscevconss ~3 +4 +4 -6 -5 243 264 272
South Atlanticeeceessiascveens +6 +11 + +7 ~1 188 185 222
+4 49 +11 +12 +2 115 25 116
+15 +6 +16 +13 ¢] 201 205 211
+52 +48 +11 +3 Is] 116 134 135
PRIl iCeuaeesusesercsnescnsanncnssocsnsossansnsasseesssssnonnsran +24 +2 +9 +5 0 185 210 199
Electrical apparatus, supplies distribubtorSes.cssvscsssceccssavsan +12 +6 +16 +15 ) 135 131 143
New Englandes.ieececcsossasocecssnannecsss 4 +6 +23 +3 -5 126 119 134
Middle Atlanbice...vsss. +15 +9 +21 +23 + 92 85 94
Yast North Central.... +8 +8 +11 +13 0 126 ], 120 137
West North Central,. +12 -2 +12 +11 -1 206 207 204
South Atlantice..esescses +16 14 +15 +9 -6 146 is56 176
East South Central.. +11 -1 +15 +21 0 208 194 209
West South Central,. +21 ~5 +19 +37 + 198 175 176
Mountaifessesonavsnsans +12 +6 +9 +13 +11 142 125 135
PRCifiCesesoeraenreonasvsenvoacsoascrsosasasnsoncnsonssessassass +10 +6 +15 +11 =2 134 133 144
Elect. appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts distributors.. +9 4 +5 +23 +4 193 178 192
New Englande..... ~15 -11 +5 +4 -l 175 133 153
Middle Atlentic... +21 +6 +12 +35 +2 184 170 190
East North Central.... +12 +5 +5 +24 +1 207 218 213
West North Centrale..vieeeeiennas. ~6 +2 4 +10 ] 202 172 199
South Atlanticesvseoss +1 +11 +1 +25 +20 197 152 183
East South Central.. +1 +5 ~2 +7 -2 173 167 191
West South Central.. +27 +6 +3 +21 -1 205 211 222
ifi +22 +4 +7 +32 +15 178 162 165
+10 +15 +8 +4 -2 146 150 172
Middle AtlantiCecesssnessenvonns +6 +17 +8 +6 <4 152 148 188
East North Central.. +14 +20 +8 +9 (o} 93 100 112
- West North Central.. +5 +17 +1 4 -2 i6l 155 189
South Atlantic...... +18 +34 +7 +8 +1 186 193 235
South Central -5 +2 +5 -3 +1 241 230 257
Pacificeseass +10 4 +9 +1 +2 191 210 199
45 +8 +5 +3 -1 200 203 222
+2 +12 +7 +6 +1 115 115 132
+5 +9 +7 +11 -1 185 174 207
+9 +7 +5 -7 -2 199 237 230
+5 +4 +5 +7 +3 258 263 269
East South Central,. ~2 +7 +3 0 -2 210 205 227
West South Central,.. 11 +10 +6 +6 -5 238 250 275
Mountam. crecesasasse +8 +4 +6 +3 +3 261 274 264
+12 +2 +5 +3 -3 239 250 254
Plumbing, heating equipment, supplies AistributorS.eeecesccssssees +2 +7 +4 +3 -1 150 151 166
New Englandecseccsnesesseasassesssnssnsnnsnsanssse +6 +7 +6 ~1 +2 116 124 136
Middle Atlantic..... -1 11 +7 +3 -1 204 199 238
East North Central..... +2 +4 +10 +13 0 9% 89 101
West North Cemtral.. -8 +8 -3 4 4 160 154 179
South Atlantic...... +6 +9 +3 +2 -2 146 154 162
South Centrals.... -8 o =2 -1 0 184 174 194
PACILICarereseistrcnarosanes +10 +6 +2 +14 -2 200 203 24
Lumber, consiruction materials AistribUtOrSesesesssscasancoses +6 +11 +1 T4 -1 98 105 111
Nev Englandeescuecosnseasosrsassasssescsss -1 +15 0 +6 -6 97 83 115
Middle Atlanticeiessseeses +11 +14 +2 +4 ¢} 87 0L 100
East North Central........ +8 +9 +h +1 +1 87 98 99
West North Central...... . +2 +4 e -3 ¢] 112 103 17
South Atlanticecscecenne " +13 +20 +3 +14 4 114 116 135
SOUth COmbralarecna.enre .. 0 +10 -3 +6 -5 130 128 175
PacifiCesesess c e beassseeerestsasaansntcasrersrecsassersrransanas +3 +8 0 -1 -1 87 107 98




Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

OCTOBER 1956

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELECTED KINDS

Page 5

OF BUSINESS--Corntinued

Sales
Inventory, end- Stock-sales ratios
Percent change of -nonth (at cost) (percent)
10 mo.
Kind of business and geographic division October 1956 1956 Percent change,
(See map page 2) from-- from  [October 1955 from—- | get. Oct. Sept.
10 mo. 1956 1955 | 19%
Oet. Sept. 1955 QOct. Sept.
1955 1956 ’ 1955 1956
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies distributors............. +19 +17 +15 +11 3 i31 142 150
New ENgLlandes.ececesreseesnessecsonsasassassasssanans . +37 +13 +10 +36 -2 a5 89 96
Middle Atlantic.... . +21 +15 +15 +18 +12 159 159 163
East North Centrsl... . +22 +26 +17 +6 0 105 121 132
West North Central.... . +4 +8 +9 +20 0 109 89 117
South Atlantic........ +16 +30 +15 +6 -4 115 126 154
+16 +15 +20 +8 +3 129 137 143
+27 +18 +2 +7 +2 112 152 138
+17 +13 . +10 +9 Q 170 191 192
General-line grocery WholeSalerS...v.sveieesoss- esseesaceesiane vene +14 +9 +8 +8 +6 96 100 o8
Middle AtlanticCieeieesnceseenasns 4 +11 +7 +10 +4 100 93 107
East North Central. . +17 +8 +9 +15 +9 80 83 78
West North Central. . +8 +5 +8 +7 +5 101 103 103
South Atlantic...... . +11 +7 +3 -3 +3 93 106 96
East South Central.. .o +10 +7 +1 o +7 133 140 130
West South Central.. .e +21 +13 +9 +6 +10 96 110 98
Mountain........ . e +14 +2 +15 +10 +9 85 89 8C
PacifiC....cvenenen PO eeeeevraees e ranaans terecienbane AN +34 +20 +16 +19 1% 73 80 84
Specialiy-line grocery wholesalers........ terensesnsasanenann verees +3 +7 +8 -3 -2 58 60 61
New England....coeusueensvsnnns PN . +16 +11 +8 +6 -15 70 73 86
Middle Atlantic.... chens -2 +6 +8 +13 -1 46 39 48
East North Central.. +16 +15 +8 +8 -3 62 67 P
VWest North .Central +20 +6 +5 13 -13 70 iz2 83
South Atlantic........ +1 +2 +7 -16 +% 110 125 95
South Central.. +18 43 +7 -5 -1 71 90 79
Pacific......... +6 +10 +9 ~5 +1 41 . 34 43
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalers.ec.escesassss eretesararecnene ‘e +8 +10 + +5 +27 30 30 22
New England.e...cevecavecas PR . N -2 +8 +7 +3 +7 21 22 24
Middle Atlantic... “es +13 +13 +3 +6 +10 7 8 7
East North Central.. .. +9 +17 +5 +8 +35 22 22 15
West North Central.. . -4 +2 -1 +1 +5 45 b4 41
South AtlantiC.e.euieernranrsreiscerssacsnscsasanes +1 +11 +3 +1 +9 42 41 44
South Ceniral.. . +15 +10 +7 +3 +14 34 37 30
Pacific.ossrcenncnaaaas vesesersesirnen ereressesssirananans cvmanes +5 +3 +4 +12 437 42 42 23
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty 1ines)....ceeceersesesnanss +15 +12 +12 +11 +& 155 165 166
New England...eoeoeresnnevns ves +17 +6 +9 +11 +1 131 136 135
Middle Atlantic... . . +10 +8 +7 +4 +5 140 153 143
East North Central.. . +15 +10 +13 +3 +2 144 160 159
West North Central.. . +21 +13 +11 +10 +2 163 181 182
South Atlantic.... . . +12 +19 +15 +13 +4 153 158 170
East South Central......c.ieveevsoese . +18 +11 +12 +6 0 155 174 174
West South Central.. +14 +11 +14 +8 +5 19% 208 209
Mountain..eveeeae. +38 +17 +18 +25 +6 187 201 206
PacifiC..ovsnrenneenas tereseasessersensenrenartan e veeteessanne +20 +17 +14 +14 +8 150 140 183
Tobacco distributors.. vevessecsesiesannesses +11 +9 +4 4 +2 56 59 60 .
New England......... +8 +7 +2 -8 +6 41 45 40
Middle Atlantic...... . +10 +10 +3 +3 +3 52 55 57
East North Central... cevee +17 +11 o +10 +5 54 57 58
West NOTLh Centrale..cveeeeesessssosesencaccsnescrasnssosnnncsane +5 +10 ~1 +5 +3 72 75 76
South Atlantic..... +7 + +7 +2 -1 65 68 59
South Central. +9 +6 +5 -1 0 55 60 59
PacifiC.is.ean.s eeeevsaceciecsseseranenn herennanes ererereaeas . +15 +14 +7 {x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
Dry goods, apparel wholesalers.... +5 +14 +1 +2 4 155 160 177
New England........ Cemenanaee -2 +1 +4 +5 +4 164 172 165
Middle Atlantic... . +7 +17 o +3 ~5 149 150 172
Fast North Central. .e +2 +22 +5 -3 +6 144 150 163
West North Central. . ~4 +1 +2 +6 -11 249 220 273
South Atlantic..... .. +12 +10 +6 +9 -4 182 190 220
South Central. B . -8 ~3 0 +5 =1 229 228 223
PACI iC s vieevsonsosnansoninmenrasrocssnrasnansocessosoocns P +6 +3 + =3 42 106 104 105

¥ Insufficient data to show separately.
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Sales

Ssales of merchant wholesalers in November dropped
6 percent below October 1956 sales but were 4 per=
cent above November sales a year ago. OCumulative
sales for the first eleven months of 1956 were 8
percent higher than sales in ‘the comparsble period
of 1955,

Durable goods trades, in total, showed a 7 percent
decline from October sales, buta4 percent gain over
a year ago. Nondurable goods trades reported a gome-
what smaller decline (4%) from the previous month
and a slightly larger gain (5%) over November 1955
sales than the durable goods trades.

Almost all trades reported lower sales in November
than in the previous month. Constructlion materials
distributors, with sales down 18 percent, indicated
the sharpest decline. Other large declines were
experienced by lumber, millwork wholesalers (156},
motor<vehicle distributors (14%) and plumbing, heat-
ing goods distributors (13%). The most substantial
increases over October sales were experienced by
wine, distilled spirits wholesalers (13f)and poultry
distributors (13%). Iron, steel scrap dealers showed
the largest ‘increase (35%) over sales a year ago.
Significant increases were also indicated by coal
wholesalers (18%), commercial machines, equipment
distributors (13%), wine, distiljed spirits whole-
salers (11%), drug wholesalers (11%), and industrial
chemicals wholesalers (11%). Motor-vehicle distrib-
utors, with sales down 24 percent, reported the
sharpest decline from year-ago sales. -Other large
declines were indicated for piece goods converters
(12%) and waste materials dealers (%). :

In two geographic divisions--South Atlantic and
Mountain--Noverber sales were unchanged from October.
A1l other divisions reflected declines ranging from
5 to 10 percent. Compared with a year ago, only the
West Nonth Central Division registered a decline (28).
The Mountain Division, with sales up 17 percent,
reported the principal inecrease.

Inventories §

Wnoleselers' inventories at the end of November
were at the same level as a month earlier but were
up 10 percent above stocks on hand a year ago. The

November 1956 stock-sales ratio of 117 was 6 points .

above the October ratio andalso 6 points higher than
the stock-sales for November 1955.

Most trades showed little or no change from prevics
month invemtories. -However, some large Inereases
were shown by wholesalers of such nondurable goods as
farm supplies (13%), poultry (12%), fresh frult,
vegetables (12%) and wine, distilled spirits (9%).
Compared with a year ago, farm products merchants
(raw materials) reported the most substential in-
crease, 36 percent. Other large increases were noled
by electrical appliance distributors (25%) and coal

SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS--SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS
ELEVER MOMTHS 1956 CONPARED WITH 1855

{Percent N&nul

+5 +

- 2 +15 420 +25 +30 +35

CoAL

SCRAP, WASTE MATERIAL
METAL, METALWORK
HACHINERY, . £QUI PMENRT
PAPER AND PRODUCTS
DRUGS, CHEMICALS
ELECTRICAL GOOOS
DURABLE GOODS, TOTAL
FARK PRODUCTS {RAW MAT.)
ALL_TRADES, TOTAL
GROCERIES (GEMERAL LINE)
GROCERIES {SPECTALTY LINE)
FURNITURE, FURNISHINGS
HONDURABLE_GOODS, TOTAL
BEER, WINE, SPIRITS
AUTOMOT IVE

HARDWARE, PLUMBING
JEHELRY

FARM PRODUCTS (EDSBLE)
tomACCo

HEAT AND PRODUCTS

URY COUDS, APPAREL

LUMBER, CORSTRUCTION
RATERIALS

FARM SUPPLIES

-5 o 45 +10 +15 420 425 +30 +35
. BUREAU.OF THE CENSUS

wholesalers (25%). Piece goods converterswith stocks
down 6 percent, and air conditioning, commercial
refrigerator equipment wholesalers, with inventories

off 2 percent, reported the only declines from year-
ago levels. -

The Mountain Division reported inventories 5 per-
cent higher +than & month earlier. All "other geo-
graphic divisions showed 1ittle or no change. Com-
pared with a year ago, however,ell geographic divisions
reported larger increases, ranging from 6 percent in
the Pacific to 17 percent in New England.

General .

Data shown in +this report are based on a new pro-
bability sample representative of all merchant whole~
salers In the country. Effective with the July 1956
survey;, the Bureau revised the sample of merchant
wholesalers to bring 1t up to date on the basis of
the most recent complete Census--the 1954 Census of

Business. ‘A description of the revised sample is
included on page 2.

Each- month approximstely one week prior to the
publication of this “report, an advance release 18
issued containing percentage changes In sales and
inventories  and stock-sales ratios for most trades
covered by this report. This advance release is
available upon request.

for sals by the Bureau of the Census: siaple cepy-——10¢, annval subseription--41.04




~ UNITED STATES _(fa')

UNITED STATES, BY GEOGRAPHIG DIVISION

SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
ELEVEN MONTHS 1956 COMPARED WiTH 1955

DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE, TERMINOLOGY AND KINDS OF BUSINESS

Scope of the Survey.--Wholesale irade’ includes several types of
establishmenis: merchant wholesalers; manufacturers sales branches
and sales offices; petroleum bulk stations; assemblers of farm prod=-
ucts; and agents, brokers and commercial merchants. This survey
is limited to merchant wholesalers which constitute the major portion
‘of the broad field of wholesale trade. However, all kinds of busi-

ness in which merchant wholesalers operate are represented in this
survey.

Merchant wholesslers are described in the Standard Indusirial
Clasgification Manual developed by the Federal Bureau of the Budget,
as "Establishments usually kmown as wholesalers, merchant wholesalers
or jobbers, primarily engaged in buying, taking title to, and where
customary, physieally storing and handling goods and selling +the goods
at wholesale prineipally to retailers -and industrial and commereial
users. Thls group alsc ineludes industrial distributors, exporters,
and importers, cash-and-carry wholesalers; drop -shippers, wagon dis-
tributors, ete. The establishments included in this group may perform
operations on the goods incidental to the wholesale irading and de-
livery, such as installing equipment, and fixtures; and collecting and
Taling waste materials, "Firm3 which operate retail and wanufacturing
sstablishments in addition to their wholesale establishments rTeport
only for their merchant wholesale establishments. A description of
each kind of business classification shownin this report (yhich was in-
cluded in the July 1956 issue), is availsble gn request.

Sample design.—-Firms reporting in thé survey are part of a prob-
ability sample representing merchant wholesalers in all kinds of busi-
ness. Effective with the July 1956 survey, the sample was revised to
bring it up-to-date on the basis of the most recent complete Census--
the 1954 Census of Business. Over 17,000 firms (about 26,000 estab-
lishments) are included in this sample which was drawn from lists of
all merchant wholesalers (about 165,000 esteblishments) in the 1954
Census of Business. The reporting panel includes a fixed panel of
about 1,400 very large firms reporiting monthly and four rotating
panels each containing about 3,900 smaller firms which report every
fourth month. .

In any given month, the totel reporting paneY includes sbout
5,300 firms. This month, sbout 90 percent of this number of firm sub~-
nitted their reports in time for the trend tabulations. The number of
egtablishments reporting, previously shown as a measure of .coverage,
will no longer be shown since the irend comparisons -are based on
weighted values (see below). However, information on the murber of
establishments reporting for a trade and the number selected din bhe
sample will be provided on request.

. The mumber of firms selected in the sample for each kind of busi-
negs varies from 150 to 650 firms, depending upon (a) the total number
of firms ia the trade, (b) the distribution of firms within the trade
by saleg-size, (e) the degree of reliability desired in the data, and

{d) whether geographic division trends were to be shown for the trade.
This sample has been -designed to develop monthly dollar volume esti-
mates of sales and lnventories by kind of business with a sampling vari-
ability for each trade of approximately 5 percent at the one sigma
level. The sampling variability of the percentage changes based on
this semple is expected to be somewhat lower. In those kinds of busi-
ness for which percentage changes are shown by geographic division,
the sample chosen for the mnational estimates was Increased by dbout
50 percent to provide wider representation by geographic division. In
some of these trades, however, date are not shown separately for some
geographic divisions because even. this increase in the sample size will
not provide reliasble resulis in all geographic divisions.

Each firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight which
reflecis its probability of selection {or, in other terms, the number
of firms in the trade which it represents in the sample}. Large firms
are selected with certainty, thus having a weight of one (1), Other
firms are sampled at varying rates, depending upon size, with smaller
firms having a lower probability of selection and thus a larger welght.

Percentage changes.--For each firm reporting, data are available
for each of the three months (clirrent, previous, and year ago) for
which comparisons are made. Sales and inventory figures reported for
each firm are multiplied by its weight end the results summarized to
obtain percentage ,changes of sales and inventories and stock-sales
ratios. Data in this report are not adjusted for number of days in
‘the month nor for seasonal or price fluctuations.

Sales include sales of merchandise and receipis from repairs or
other services to customers after deducting returns and allowances,and
discounts. Sales of merchandise for others on a commission basis are
also included. Local and State sales taxes, and Federal excise taxes
are included.. Sales trends shown in this report reflect the operation
of firms selected in the sample which were in business in each of the
three months compared.

Inventory, end-of-month represenis stock, at cost value, 8f mer-
chandise on hand for sale at the end of the month. Inventory trends
are based on reports from only those firms which included data for all
three periods compared. The number of firms reporting inventories is
generally smaller than the number reporting sales. Some firms camnot

submit inventory data in time for tabulation but furnish sales figures
only.

Stock-sales ratios are percentages derived by dividing stocks, at
cost, by total sales Tor those firms reporting imventories in conjunc-
tion with sales. Excluded from these ratios were all firms which re~
port "zero" inventories (e.g.,.drop shippers). No adjustment is made
in these caleulations for the markup of sales, which-varies from trade
to trade,



Table 1.-~TRENDS IN SALES AND' INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS
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NOVEMBER 1956
Sales Inventory, end- Stock-sales ratios
Percent change 11 mo of-wonth (&t cost) (percent)
Kind of business Novenber 1956 s | FoEcEt chango L
pale) -
11 mo, [oromRer %"} Novenber Movember | Gotober
Novenber | October 1955 November | GOctober 1956 1955 1956
1955 1956 1955 1956

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL coevvrvnnnnianenennnnn . +4 -6 +8 +10 0 117 111 111
Durabie goods, total...eevenvivnnnn. smaseans vernaaas N +4 -7 +10 +10 -1 142 136 135
Automotive wholesalerS....eveisenecen Nesseennesneenans ereeenne .ee -2 -5 +5 41 -2 190 193 183
Motor-vehicle distribUbtorSe..cesceerereercesinas ~24 -14 -3 +3 0 118 94 99
Autowotive equipment, tire—tube wholes&lers . +1 -4 . +8 +1 -2 201 212 197
Electrical, electronics, appliance distribuborBe...ceeeeieeeseesss 2 Q +10 +21 -1 153 127 156
Electrical apparatus, supplies distributorSee..seecseeensns cava +5 -2 +15 +16 0 142 128 139

Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets , olectronic parts s
distributorse..iireneriinnenan cereseiasanaane creneessasinoan . 0 +1 +4 +25 -1 165 127 174
Furniture, home furnishings wholeSalers,......eeee,.. +2 =7 +7 42 -1 150 150 142
Furniture wholesalerS..ssveesseencesaniens e +3 ~7 +8 +4 -1 171 174 163
Howe furnishings, floor coverings wholesalers seireseens +1 -8 +7 0 -2 140 139 132
Hardware, plumbing-heating goods wholesplerS........ easesanaan +2 =11 +5 +4 =2 205 203 185
Hardware wholesalerfe........ tesseseresareninsurenaant +4 -8 +5 +3 -2 226 227 210
Plumbing, heating equipment, supplies distributors. +1 ~13 +4 +4 -3 183 181 162
Lumber, construction materials distributors..cees.e... sesseenane +1 =17 +1 +6 -1 112 106 91
Lumber, millwork wholesalerS.....eeeeesses cean -6 ~15 -2 +3 Q 159 138 132
Construction materials distributorSe..cceeeeesececrorsenennsons +10 -18 +6 +11 -2 T4 73 58
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributorSee....cs... teveesrasae +7 =t 413 +13 -1 T156 T153 T150

Air conditioning, commereial refrigeration equipment,

Aistribuborse.veceeerinsnacnn. . +1 =10 +6 -2 ~1 241 249 215
Commercial mwachines, equipment distributors...... .. +13 =3 +11 +11 0 r1466 r163 r164
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies d:.stribu’tors. . .. 43 0 +14 +8 -3 124 122 125
Professional equipment, supplies distributorsS.e.ice... .o +9 -6 +10 +6 -4 177 185 170

Surgical, mwedieal, hospital supply houseS...... .o +1 -3 +10 +7 -1 138 142 135
Service establishment supply houS€Se....... .o +8 -3 +9 +9 +1 120 124 12
Metals, metalwork (except scrap) distributors. cessesesseennas “eve +5 =10 +18 +19 +3 142 130 129
Iron, steel and products distributors...... .. +8 -9 +19 +19 +3 169 157 149
Nonferrous metals distribuiorSeecrescisecannes . -2 -12 +16{ +15 +1 71 63 68
Serap, waste méterials dealers.evseses y .o Tyi7 =7 +27 +10 +3 41 43 39
Iron, steel scrap dealerS.ie.s.... .. +35 -5 +0 +12 +% 36 41 3%
Waste materials dealerSeeeeccecs-ss .. -9 ~12 +7 +8 +1 53 83 48
Jewelrywholesalers........................, ........ rrescncecsan -1 -2 +4 0 -1 148 153 155
Nondurable goods, total...iiviiiiniiiaiinniannnnicnnnnconnein +5 -4 +7 +11 +2 97 91 89
Grocery, confectionery, meat wholesalers.. +4 =7 +7. +3 -2 71 72 66
General-line grocery wholesalerS.e...... +7 = +8 +2 -2 97 106 96
Voluntary groupsS...... saenannas +8 4 +10 +2 -2 87 94 86
Retailer-cooperative. .. +8 -9 +12 +14 -7 68 66 68
Nonaffiliated...... tearrecannns +5 -2 +5 +1 -2 118 127 118
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers . [¢] -10 +7 +2 -2 71 69 63
Confectionery wholesalers.......... .. +5 ~4 +2 +11 +1 97 93 92
Meat, meat products wholesglerSe........ +6 -9 +4 +18 +3 26 23 22
Farm products (edible) distributors....... cane o] +5 4 +6 +12 26 24 24
Poultry, poultry products distributors.. vese -5 +13. +3 +8 +12 24 21 25
Fregh fruit, vegetable wholesalers...... conane +3 0 +4 +5 +12 27 25 24
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers, +10 +7 A7 9 +8 117 114 112
Beer, ale distribubors..eccevececcocenas PP +7 -5 +5 +13 0 62 56 56
Wine, distilled spirits wholesalerS....... arenssn +11 +13 +8 18 +9, 148 147 148
Drugs, chemicals, &llied products wholesalerSe...ececeecens. +10 ~6 +11 +9 -2 141 149 135
Drug wholesalers (gemeral and specialty lines).. 411 ~dy +12 +7 -2 161 170 159
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesalera,. +11 ~9 +10 +14 0 101 ‘103 91
Paint, varnish wholesalers... ceens +6 =11 4 +9 +1 144 142 127
Tobaceo AistributorSecveecnseecsvocansenns +7 0 + +5 L3 54 56 53
Dry goods, apparel wholesalerS....csecceessacsnss . =6 ~10 +1 +2 -2 184 166 170
Clothing, furnishings , footwear wholesalers...... . -2 =12 +3 +9 -5 149 136 136
Dry goods wholesalers (general and specialty lines) . -5 -8 +3 +3 2 203 182 192
Piece goods cOnVeriorS.ciseisseiasersnsnssanas eerenae arenene .ee -12 -10 -7 ~6 +1 212 183 189
Paper, allied products wholesalers..... +8 =5 +11 +11 0 A 117 113 110
Paper wholesalerS...essescisoenns +7 -5 +11 +12 0 116 110 108
Stationery, wallpaper WholeSalerSeeseeseseconcsasasonss ees +11 4 +11 +7 0 127 139 124
Farm products (raw materials) merchantS...eeseseeeecesssesesoes cee +9 -10 +9 +36 +7 i34 91 119
Other nondurable goods Wholes8lerSeees.e.. +3 -2 +10 +12 +3 B8 87 85
Amugement, sporting goods wholesalers... +9 -3 +11 +9 -5 142 146 156
Book, magazine, newspaper wholesalers. +8 -7 +9 +11 -2 117 122 116
CoRl WhOleSalerSe.assessssssinrons sane . +18 ~5 +30 +25 +1 100 143 110
Farm supplies wholesalers............................ oo +4 -6 -2 +9 +13 129 144 119

r Revised figure from Press Release for November.
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Table 2.~-TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: GEOCRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

NOVEMBER 1956
Sales Inventory, end- Stock-sales ratios
Parcent change 0 of-month {at cost) (percent)
MmO
Novenber 1956 1956 Percent change,
Kind of business and geographic division from--— from  Movember 1956 from--
(See map page 2) 11 mo. Nov. Nov. Oct.
Hov. oct. 1955 Nov. Oct. 1956 1955 1956
1955 1956 1955 1956
MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL.......vvenrvrcennne- vaare +4 -6 +8 +10 0 117 111 111
New England.icecsececvascane vreneenaes tectearenisenn eeee +6 -5 +7 +17 -1 110 91 106
Middle Atlentic.... +3 ~6 +8 +10 [¢] 111 105 105
East North Central... +5 -6 +10 +8 -1 108 107 104
West North Central... -2 ~10 +4 +11 +2 131 122 117
South Atlentice...... +6 0 +7 +12 +1 132 128 130
East South Central. +9 -8 +10 +15 +2 152 146 136
West South Central. +5 -5 +11 +12 o 146 126 135
Mountain...J . +17 Q +9 +8 +5 156 164 145
PacifiCeceecresaronsnanns +6 -6 +8 +6 0 112 113 106
Automotive equipment, tire-tube WhOlesSaleTS..icssceccssccnrsessens 41 -4 +8 41 -2 201 212 197
New EnglanGe..eeeeesoesncnncassanns P +2 -8 +6 (x) x) x) (x) (%)
+5 -1 +10 +4 4 149 163 158
-2 -3 +6 -5 -2 233 254 236
+6 -6 +5 4 -1 218 234 206
+6 ~5 +4 +2 -5 189 202 183
. +8 -1 +10 +4 -3 222 230 227
West South Central....ccsvscccscse -1 e +13 +6 ~1 213 204 208
Mountain...ieeeevseencooaaarasnes + -+l +10 0 -3 247 215 221
PacifiCecenercsnsans beveannonan saeaaen R T -3 -8 +7 0 0 196 205 182
Electrical apparatus, supplies distributors.....ceaceeceseec. +5 -2 +15 +16 Q 142 128 139
New England..cescsoeccens cees ~9 -8 +20 +7 +6 161 148 138
Middle Atlantic.. +4 -5 +19 +27 +1 125 102 117
East North Central... +L -2 +10 +16 0 135 17 134
West North Central... +7 -1 +11 +17 +1 165 146 159
South Atlantic...... . +7 +3 +14 + 0 144 143 150
East South -Central.. +10 -6 +15 +26 +1 184 157 161
West South Central.. +11 -2 +19 +13 -1 204 202 201
Mountaine....ceees +7 +7 +9 +17 -2 146 135 150
PACIfiCecravsvrnsnacnaanncssscnsones +7 -1 +15 +13 -4 146 135 152
Elect. appliances, TV, 2] +1 + +25 -1 165 127 17
New Englande..eueoecesss 0 +3 + +13 [} 168 149 17%
Middle Atlantie. . -8 =12 +10 +30 +2 188 131 179
East North Central.... . +6 +5 +5 +29 -6 150 124 167
VWest North Central. . -8 +13 -5 +11 -2 173 134 194
South Atlantic..... +13 +5 +2 +36 +2 198 169 215
Fast South Central. . -2 +1 -2 +11 -8 242 214 271
West South Central. . -6 +5 +2 ) 0 197 142 200
Pacific,eceeacsriancneicaennens creasaae ceseresanann PR seee -8 +4 +5 +34 +1 177 108 180
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers....... Feeerennseccnavenons +2 =7 +7 +2 ~1 . 150 150 142
Middle Atlantic...evvee. ciseme eaiaanaes . +1 -8 +7 +3 -2 140 131 129
East North Central. . .. . +8 -3 +8 +5 +5 138 153 133
West North Central. . .es +1 -8 +1 -2 4 191 197 185
South Atlantic..... aes +4 =11 +7 +1 -5 157 162 158
South Central... . -9 -18 +3 -7 -7 162 173 144
Pacificecenscansse Msacisasvesnrasanann cneaa srestessansn Cenrenae -1 ¢} +8 +5 +2 186 181 130
Hardware vholesalers...... +4 -8 +5 +3 -2 226 227 210
Middle Atlantic..... +2 -12 +6 +3 0 230 237 205
East North Central.. +7 -2 +7 +6 -5 200 196 190
West North Central. -3 ~12 44 -5 -5 244 256 228
South Atlantic..... +10 -6 +5 +13 +1 246 233 217
East South Central. -1 +3 +2 -5 +4 205 212 192
West South Central.. +9 -2 +7 +10 -1 254 255 254
Mountain......... e . . +3 -20 +6 +14 -3 279 232 229
PACATIC e s e e ernainesrasanersnrcassssssesassnnsseasansanas P, +5 =7 +5 +5 0 216 218 200
Plumbing, heating equipment, supplies distributors.............. . +1 -13 +4 + ~3 183 181 162
New England...eececivessiconsaasons Cevieerasananet +1 ~17 +5 {x) (x) (x) %) {x)
Middle AtlantiCeeeesevesssnnananonesrse . 0 -13 +6 +1 -3 195 194 167
East North Central.. -2 -16 +8 +3 -3 172 165 147
West North Central +3 -17 -2 -2 ~6 214 226 188
South Atlantic.... . 0 ~5 +3 +5 +1 172 164 166
South Central,... [ +2 -9 2 +7 -2 191 203 184
PacifiCencesaccancnsnaanes PN . . +1 -13 +2 +13 -5 171 162 147
Lumber, construction materials distributorse..... +1 —17 +1 +6 -1 112 106 91
New Englandeesscecessosescscsviosnsaarnens . =15 -6 -1 +6 -5 112 71 104
Middle Atlantic...ecevsans +9 -13 +2 +4 -2 115 109 920
East North Cenfral........ +6 ~-22 +4 +6 0 126 133 95
West North Central.. -4 -26 -4 +13 ¢} 108 97 T4
South Atlantic.... +7 -1 +4 o -8 65 72 69
South Central.. . cesare ~5 ~12 —4 +2 -1 140 115 123
PACI TGy cvoaannccastoannssrsstsscssssescassasnssasassnnsstasnass - =15 +1 +12 +3 54 55 45



Table 2.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS:

BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS
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NOVEMBER 1956
Sales Inventory, end- Stock-sales ratios
Percent change N of -month (at cost) (percent)
mo.
Kind of busins(:ss and geographic division November 1956 1956 Percent cha.nge,
see map page 2) £TOMm~ from November 1956 from--
. 11 mo. Nov. Nov. Oct.
Hov. Oct. 1955 Nov. Oct. 1956 1955 1956
1955 1956 1955 1956
Industrial machinery, equipment » Supplies distributors............. +3 Q +14 +8 -3 124 122 125
New England......... ereaaeeaea . 0 a +9 [€73) ) (x) ) )
Middle Atlantic... et aear et rae e an. oy +15 -3 +15 +27 -6 116 118 119
East North Central. . . aen -8 +6 +14 -4 A 112 168 125
West North Central...... . ceeen +15 +1 +92 +6 +3 180 191 165
South Atlantie. . +6 ‘43 +11 +17 0 131 137 145
South Central.. +2 ~10 +18 +8 =1 127 125 116
MOUTEBIN . e e e +11 ~6 +9 ~2 +6 165 197 116
PACIEIC oo e -5 -10 +8 +4 -2 147 132 136
General-line grocery WHOLeSBLeTrS. ....euss'eessinseensessssesns.... +7 4 +8 +2 -2 97 106 96
Middle Atleptic.....vssese.on.on., .. . +2 =5 +6 -4 ~6 96 106 97
East North Central................ . +5 ] -3 +9 -3 -5 87 97 87
YWest North Central.. . +3 ~1 +7 -3 -2 94 100 95
South Atlantic..... +2 4 +3 -5 ~4 122 149 120
East South Central....oieveenn.... . +8 -1 +2 + +1 116 120 118
West South Central. . +9 -5 +2 +5 -1 123 130 118
Mountain.......... . +20 +1 +15 +10 4 125 128 124
PaCIfC. e et +12 -10 +16 +14 0 70 4 67
Specialty-line grocery wholeSaleTS.....eceessnesnnn... .. 0 -10 +7 +2 -2 7L 69 63
New England....ieevecieceanennnan, . +8 =11 +8 +31 -6 11T 100 93
Middle Atlantic.....iieeenienncennonn.. - ~8 -9 +6 +1 ~3 75 62 63
East North Central. +11 -6 +8 +2 -2 73 80 69
West North Centrale..eeevrcceernnnn.n.. . . +5 -5 45 (x) (x) (x) (x) (x)
SOULh ABLantIC s een s ennett s cenir e riierrenrenn s .. +1 -9 +6 +9 45 82 77 69
South Central.. +13 -8 +8 +11 +12 T 75 62
B L S A aenraeeeereirrieaaa, +3 -14 +8 -15 -11 39 48 41
Fresh frult, vegetable WhOleSBLETSss-ruuusrernseronneennnsnnnnn. s, +3 Q 4 +3 +12 27 25 24
New Eoglande..ceneuenencnrnnnan +11 ~9 +7 ~12 +10 25 32 19
Middle Atlantie... +4 .o=1 +3 +10 T 49 ‘12 12 11
East North Central +1 45 +5 +8 +10 21 20 21
South Atlamtie. . +5 +19 +3 +10 +16 55 54 71
South Central.. . +4 +3 +7 +29 +23 36 22 24
PACIIIC. ¢ e ettt ettt ettt e e e +2 -9 +4 -11 +7 25 32 25
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty 1ines)....eouean. e +11 4 +12 +7 =2 161 170 159
New Englande..eeeeeno.. Cerereresane +4 -6 +8 +7 +1 145 147 135
Middle Atlantic... +7 -6 +7 o] -2 206 232 2086
East North Central. +11 -5 +13 +8 0 132 134 125
West North Central. +18 . -6 +12 +15 -3 149 155 144
South Atlantie..... +11 0 +15 +8 -3 147 154 153
East South Central. . +9 -9 +12 {x) (x) {x) (x) (x),
VWest South Central. . +9 -1 +13 +8 -5 199 200 208
Mountain...... cene . +18 +2 +18 (x) (x) {x) (x) (x)
=T & i X - +17 . -5 +15 +15 -4 147 157 144
TobACEO BiEtrIbUBOrS . e s ettt it it iee i i e +7 9] + +5 +3 54 56 53
Hew England....... -1 0 +2 ~9 +12 59 65 51
Middle Atlantic.... . +5 -3 +3 +5 0 48 47 46
East North Central. +8 +1 + +8 0 55 55 56
West North Central. -2 o} -1 +2 +4 66 67 63
South Atlantic..... +14 +7 +8 ~4 -1 46 58 51
South Central...... - +6 -2 +5 +5 +8 52 55 48
Pacific........ Mrsraveannen certeenasnens Cre e aastsaen e s +11 +3 +7 +9 +2 73 74 76
Dry goods, apparel WholeSAlerSe..eesneessensn. e aneanne e bans ~6 - =10 +1 +2 -2 184 166 170
New England.ueieeeeesasseranens =7 =7 3 =T +5 15T 133 144
Middle Atlantic...... . -10 -14 -1 4] -1 202 17t 171
East North Central...... . +6 +3 +5 +8 -2 143 141 150
West North Central......,. . ~3 -18 +1 +9 ] 211 204 179
South Atlantié....... - +13 +5 +7 +11 -13 144 157 177
South Central. .. . -3 -8 0 +10 -7 183 160 - 381
Pacific........ PR S e e e r st actet et es e atnaaian . +2 43 + -8 ~10 113 136 145

x Insufficient data to show separately.
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SALES AND INVENTORIES

Annual Sales

Sales of merchant wholesalers for the year 1956

were 8 percent ahead of 1955. Fourth quarter sales
were 7 percent higher in 1956 than in 1955, somewhat
better than the 5 percent gain noted in the third
quarter but below the 10 percent increases over a

year ago reported in the firstand second quarters of
1956.

Durable goods trades, in totael, showed an increase
of 9 percent over 1955 sales as compared to an in-
crease of 7 percent by the nondurable goods trades.
Increases were reported in all but a few trades such
as farm supplies (-2%), lunber, millwork (-3%), motor-
vehicle distributors (-3%) and piece goods converters
(7). 1Iron, steel scrap dealers registered the
principal gain (39%) over -annual 1955 sales. Other
substantial increases were reported for coal (29%),
iron, steel products (17%), nonferrous metals (15%),
electrical apparatus and supplies (14%), and in-
dustrial machinery and equipment (12%).

All geographic divisions shared in the increased
sales during 1956. The West South Central Division
recorded the principal gain, 11 percent over 1955
sales,vhile the West North Central Division, up 4
percent, indicated the smallest increase.

December Sales

Decenber 1956 sales of merchant wholesalers were
off 6 percent from November but were 3 percent higher
than sales a year ago. The sharpest decline from
the previous month was a seasonal drop of 28 percent
for clothing, furnishings and footwear. Other large
decreases were noted by dry goods (23%), automotive
equipment (19%), construction materials (19%) and
plurbing and heating goods (15%). Among +hose re-
porting small increases over November were wine,
distilled spirits (7h), eleetrical goods (6%), and
beer, ale (4%). Compared with December sSales a year
ago,large increases were noted for farm - products
{raw materials) (33%), iron, steel scrap dealers (22%)
and coal (13%). The largest decline was indicated by
piece goods converters (17%).

In most geographic divisions, December 1956 sales
were moderately below November but slightly above
last December. The East South Central and the Pacific
Divisions shared the largest decrease (9%) from the
previous month.while the West South Central Division
reported the principal increase (10%) over a year ago.
New England reported the only increase (2%) over
previous month sales,vhile the Mountain Division
experienced the only decline (3%) from a year ago.

Inventories

Inventories of wholesalers at year-end 1956 were
off 2 percent from stocks on hand November 30, 1956,
but were up 11 percent over a year ago. The December
stock-sales ratio of 126 percent was 4 points above
the previous month ratio and 6 points above the ratio
for December 1955,

By trade, significant declines from previous month
inventories were noted for wine, distilled spirits
(16%), poultry and poultry products (14%), beer, ale
(11%) and electrical appliances (10f); large increases

" {MeaT Anp PROBUCTS

SALES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS IN SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS
THELVE MONTHS 1956 COMPARED WiTH 1955

{Percent Change)
-5 ] +5 +10 +15 +20 +25 +30 +35

ALL TRADES, TOTAL

DURABLE GODDS, TOTAL
SCRAP, WASTE MATER(AL
METAL, METALWORK
MACHEHERY, EQU1PHMENT
ELECTRICAL GUODS
FURNITYRE, FURRTSKIBGS
AFTOMOTIVE

HARDWARE, PLUMBING
JEMELRY

LUMBER, CORSTRUCTION
HATERIALS

WOHDURABLE GOODS, TOTAL
coat

FARM PRODUCTS {RAW.MAT.)
ORUGS, CHEMICALS

PAPER ABD PRODUCTS
GHOCERTES {GENERAL LHIE‘)
GROCERIES {SPECIALTY LINE)
BEER, WINE, SPIRITS

ToBACCO

FARM PRODUCTS (EOIBLE}

ORY .GOODS, APPAREL
FARM SUPPLIES

~% 0 +5 40 +15 +29 +25 430 +35

BUREAY OF THE CENSUS

were reported for iron, steel products (11%), and
farm supplies (10%). Changes from previous year in-
ventories were more substantial with large incieases
reportedby farm products (raw meterials) (45), non-
ferrous metals -~ (28%), coal (254), and iron, steel
products (22%). The most significant decline was
for piece goods converters (16%).

The East South Centraland Pacific Divisions showed
no change from previous month inventories but all
other geographic divisions noted slight declines.
Compared with a year ago, most divisions reported
substantial increases. The outstanding increases
occurred in the West South Central Division (22%) and
the East South Central Division (31%), largely dueto
higher stocks of farm products (cotton) merchanta.

General
Data shownin this report are basedona probability

sample representative of all merchant wholesalefs in
the country. A description of the revised sample is

‘included on page 2.

Each month approximately one week prior to the
publication of this report, an advance release isg
issued containing percentage changes in sales and
inventories and stock-sales ratios for most trades
covered by +this report. This advance release is
available upon request.

For sale by the Burean of the Census: aingle copy~—-10f, amnual snbscription—-$1.oq
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DESCRIPTION OF SAMPLE, TERMINOLOGY AND KINDS OF BUSINESS

Scope of the Survey.--blholesaie. trade includes seéveral typeé of ’

establishments: merchant vholegalers; manufacturers sdales branches
ard sales offices; petroleum bulk stations ; assemblers of farm prod-
ucts; and agents, brokers and - commercial -merchants. This survey
is limited to merchant wholesslers which constitute the major portion
of the broad field of wholesale trade. However, all kinds .of busi-

ness in which merchant wholesalers operate are represented in this
survey.

Merchant wholesalers are described in +the. Standard Industrial
Clasgification Manual developed by the Federal Bureau of the Budget,
as "Establishments usually known as wholesalers, merchant wholesalers
or jobbers, primarily engaged in buying, taking +itle %o, ang where
customary, physically storing and handling goods and selling the goods
at wholesale prineipally to retailers and industrial apd commercial
users, This group also includes industrial distributors » -exporters,
and importers, cash-and-carry wholesalers; drop shippers » wagon dis-
tributors, etc. The establishments included in this group may perform
‘operations on the goods incidental to the wholesale trading and de-
livery, such as installing equipment, and fixtures; and collecting and
baling waste materials. Firms which operate retail and manufacturing
establishments in addition to their wholesale establishments report
only for thelr merchant wholesale esteblishments. A deseription of
each kind of business clessification shownin this report is included
on page 7.

Sample design.-—Firms reporting in the survéy are part of a prob-
ability sample representing meFchant wholésalers in ALL kinds of busi-
ness. Effective with the July 1956 survey, the sample was revised to
bring it up-to-date on the basis of the most recent complete Census—~
the 1954 Cenisus of Business. Over 17,000 firms (about 26,000 estab-
1lishments) are included in this sample which was drawm from lists of
all merchant wholesalers (about 165,000 establishments) in the 1954
Census of Business. The reporting panel includes a fixed panel of
about 1,400 very large firms reporting monthly and four rotating
panels each containing about 3,900 smaller firms which report every
fourth month.

In any given month, the total reporting panel ineludes about
5,300 firms. This month, about 90 percent of this number of firm sub-
mitted their reports in time for the trend tebulations. The number of
establishments reporting, previously shown as a measure of coverage >
will no longer be shown saince ‘the trend comparisons are based on
weighted values (see below). However, information on the mumber ‘&f
establishments reporting for a trade and the number selected in the
sample will be provided on request.

The number of firms selected in the sampie for each kind of busi- ~

ness varies from 150 to 650 firms, depending upon {a) the total number
of firms in the trade, (b) the distribution of firms within the trace
by sales-size, (e) the degree of reliability desired in the data, and

(d) whether geographic division trends were to be shown for the trade.
Thls sample has been designed to develop monthly dollar volume esti-
mates of sales and inventorlesby kind of business with a sampling vari-
ability for each trade of approximately 5 percent at the one sigma
level. The sampling variability of the percentage changes ‘based on
this sample is expected to be somewhat lower. In those kinds of busi-
ness for which percentage changes are shown by geographic division,
the sample chosen for the national estimates was increased by sbout
50 percent to provide wider representation by geographie division. In
some of these irades, however, data are not shown separately for some
geographic divisions because even this inerease in the sample size will
not provide rellable results in all geographic divisions.

Each firm selected in the sample has an assigned weight vhich
reflects its probability of selection {or, in other terms, the number
of firms in the trade which it represents in the sample). Large firms
are selected with certainty, thus having a weight of one {(1). Other
firms are sempled at varying rates, depending wupon size, with smaller
firms having a lower probability of selection and thus a larger weight.

Percentage changes.--For each firm reporting, data are available
for each of the three months {current, previous, and year ago) for
which comparisons are made. Sales and inventory figures reported for
each firm are multiplied by its weight and the results summarized to
obtain percentage . changes of sales and inventories and stock-sales
ratios. Data in this report are not adjusted for number of days in
the month nor for seasonal or price fluctuations.

Sales include sales of merchandise and receipts from repairs or
other services to custemers after deducting returns and allowances,and
discounts. Sales of merchandise for others on & commission basis are
also included. Local and State sales taxes , and Federal excise taxes .
are included. Sales trends shown in this report reflect the operation
of firms selected in the sample which were in business in each of ‘the
three months compared.

Inventory, end-of-month represents stock, at cost value, of mer-
chandise on hand for sale at the end of the month, Inventory trends
are based on reports from only those firins which included data for all
three periods compared. The number of firms reporting inventories is
generally smaller than the number reporting sales, Some firms cannot

submit inventory data in time for tabulation but furnish sales figures
only.

Stock-sales ratios ave percentages derived by dividing stocks , at
cost, by total sales for those firms reporting inventorles in conjunc-
tion with sales. Excluded from these ratios were a1l firms which re—
port "zero" inventories (.e.g.‘, drop shippers). No adjustment is made

in these calculations for thé markup of sales » which varies from trade
to trade,
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DECEMSER 1956
Sales Inventory, end- Stock-sales ratios
Percent change of~month (&% cost) (percent)
Kind of business December 1956 12 mo, | Percent change,
Ol 1956  pecembar 1956 from-~
- - from D iber| D ber {November
December |November | 12 mo. | December | November 1956 1955 1956
1955 1956 1955 1955 1956

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL...... Cabavasresraeneens . 43 -6 +8 +11 -2 126 120 122
Durable goods, total.........iivviiiiaaae. hetecsactnnenarasss +1 -6 +9 ‘411 -1 162 148 153
Automotive WholeSalerSeuerearsasesnscenrsnanas =5 -16 +4 +5 -1 208 193 168
Motor-vehicle distributors......sevvesces -5 -1 -3 +15 +9 126 117 110
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalera . -5 ~19 +7 ++3 -2 226 208 179
Elecirical, electronics, appliance distributors........c.... ceee +3 +6 +9 +17 ~8 136 . 124 158
Electrical apparatus, supplies distributors........cieceeesses . +4 +5 +14 +18 -6 125 114 143

Electrical appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts,
AistribuborS. s v e e iiiieiiiaiiiaes erareerens eraenssanes +2 +7 +4 +15 ~10 149 136 175
Furniture, home furnishings wholeS8lerS....ccesveresrsesceceesae +3 =11 +7 +5 ~7 178 167 169
Furniture wholesSalerS..,eerseeasssornsocnrsnsnnon +1 -3 +7 +6 -7 193 176 201
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesSalerS..u..eescscssnss +5 -14 +7 +4 =7 170 161 150
Hardware, plumbing-heating goods WholesalerSeeecesenreastonrenen =4 ~12 +4 +1 -2 232 219 207
Hardware wholesalerSe..uveeessvssanosssncasnanasnnne ~2 -9 +5 +2 -2 242 232 219
Plunbing, heating equipment, supplies dlstributors. ceensenrans -6 ~15 +3 +1 -2 220 206 193
Lunber, construction materials distributors...seecco.. [ -3 =16 +1 -1 +4 132 124 101
Lumber, millwork wholesalerS...cerevesvres ~10 ~13 -3 ~5 +7 147 134 114
Construction materials distributors.... +5 -19 +6 +3 0 116 112 89
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors.e.c........ varmeevens 0 -5 +12 +17 +1 186 161 177

Air conditioning, commercial refrlgeratmn equipment,

Gistributorse.sseieciicaraconnns Gessseensesrenarsanens vaens +6 -1 +6 +13 -5 158 155 180
Commercial machines, equlpment Gistributorss.everecasae .o -3 -5 +9 +19 +1 198 151 173
Industrial wachinery, equipment, supplies distributors... -2 -1 +12 +18 +3 152 127 149
Professicnal equipment, supplies distributorSecesscccesss . 0 -8 +9 +12 -3 175 165 162

Surgical, medical, hospital supply houseS....... . =1 +2 +9 49 -3 150 145 147
Service establishment supply houSeSeseesesscerses verrannans P +3 -9 +9 +1 -2 139 148 131
Metals, metalwork {except scrap) distributorSe....eevee. eresaas . 4 =3 +16 +22 +10 181 148 156
Iron, steel and products distributorS......es.. +1 -11 +17 +22 +11 229 187 182
Nonferrous metals distributors......... iseeresusacnenenarenan +10 +13 +15 +28 +3 76 61 83
Scrap, wasie materials dealerS.ceacesscercecranae taeesesanmsran . +12 g +25 +8 -2 54 51 53
Iron, steel scrap dealerde.eee.... cee +22 [§] +39 +14 -6 42 42 39
Waste materials e8leTS.ce.errerravnrvennncsenssnasensnenssons -8 -1 +5 0 +2 78 68 78
Jevwelry wholesalerS.ueeeeearaesncensas tsensessecseanansnens resen +6 -6 +4 +3 -6 120 130 131
Rondurable goods, total.........civenunns [N [ +5 -5 +7 +12 -4 100 98 99
Grocery, confectionery, meat wholeSAkeTS...veeersveersvsisncnses +3 ~3 +6 +5 -2 80 81 80
General~line grocery wholesalerS.ieceeecssnsscrssneessansnen . +5 -6 +8 +4 -5 302 104 100
Voluntary groupSescccrescsnees . +7 ~2 +10 ¢} -5 88 98 92
Retailer-cooperative. ., P +12 -2 +12 +3 -6 81 85 82
Nonaffiliated.....-. cersessreneaee ‘e +3 ~10 +5 +6 4 123 122 112
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers . -1 +1 +6 +6 +2 80 80 81
Confectionery wholesalers......... . . +5 -3 +2 +1 -7 60 65 65
Meat, meat products wholesalers. .. veu +5 -3 +4 +1 -6 20 20 21
Farm products (edible) distributors...... =4 =2 +3 +7 ~9 23 21 26
Poultry, poultry products distributors. . -10 ~2 +2 +h ~14 20 17 24
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalers...... . -1 -2 +4 +8 -7 26 24 27
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers. . +4 +6 +6 +9 =15 86 79 109
Beer, ale distributorSe.iecaiceiersoacees - 4 +4 +5 +8 ~11 51 48 60
Wine, distilled spirits wholesalerS..eecivrrececinvnsreasees .o +3 +7 +7 +10 ~16 105 97 139
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalers........ [ . +3 =9 +10 49 -1 152 144 138
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty lines).. e +3 -8 +11 +10 -3 162 152 151
Industrial chemicals, explosives wholesalers.... +3 -10 +9 +9 +2 120 110 100
Paint, varnish wholesalerse.se.e.- -1 -13 + +6 +2 211 214 206
Tobacco distribufors....ceev.e... +3 +2 +4 +7 -9 52 50 56
Dry goods, apparel wholesalersS...scceeesaesrs vesaes e -8 =23 g -2 8] 191 184 157
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalers........ .o ~2 -28 +2 +8 -3 179 155 131
Dry goods wholesalers {general and specialty lines).. . -7 ~23 +2 0 +2' 205 201 175
Piece goods converters........ PR cesatseracsetrerenaree vene -17 ~-12 -7 -16 -2 77 189 165
. Paper, allied products wholeSalerS......csessan. cisaee -3 =11 I‘41() +7 -2 128 116 115
Paper wholesalerS..eeeeeassveneesse . “ee -4 -11 +10 +8 -3 130 115 115
Stationery, wallpaper wholeSalersS...c.veereesereareneraonsss s +4 -7 +10 +5 -2 n7 119 113
TFarm products {raw materials) merchantS........e.cvscsin. eesene +33 -12 +11 +45 -3 167 149 143
Other nondurable goods wholesalerS........ . vave . +7 =1 +10 +11 -1 89 106 87.
Amusement, sporting goods distributors........ . +3 -5 +10 +5 =10 128 126 135
Book, magazine, newspaper wholeSalerS......sseue . +5 +3 +9 +2 ~13 93 23 114
Coal wholesalerSessereasrssanassos vaen +13 -2 +29 +25 4 126 146 116
Farm supplies wholesalers, ¢ . +8 -6 -2 +14 +10 226 227 197

T -Revised from Press Release of December 1956.
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Table 2.- CUMUIATIVE SATES TRENDS OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: UNITED STATES, BY KIND OF BUSINESS

Percentage change in cumulati‘.ve sales 1956 compared with 1955

Kind of business
1st quarter|2nd quarter)3rd quarter|4th quarter | 1st half 2nd half Annual

MERCHAHT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL...cee... +10. +10 +5 +7 +10 +6 +8
Durable goods, fotal.........ocvnnnnn e teeresee e 17 413 +3 +5 +14 A +9
Automotive wholesalerS.veeeaeceenussces Geereeeann ceeeenes - +7 +4 +6 o] +5 +3 +
Motor-vehicle distributors....... ferveesenene +8 =7 -8 -10 ¢} -9 =3
Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers....... P +7 +9 +9 +2 +8 - +5 +7
Electrical, electronics, appliance distributorf.......... +13 +18 +3 +5 +15 +4 +9
Electrical apparatus, supplies distributorS.s..essssces +19 +24 +6 +7 +22 +7 +14

Electrical>appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic .
parts, distributors......e... Messesseseenerensan +6 +9 0 +3 +7 +1 +4
Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers..... evenenes ens +11 +8 +5 +5 +9 +5 +7
Furniture wholesalerSsscceeesssnersncciseasnnsissnsass +12 +8 +5 +5 +10 +5 +7
Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalerS...ssecees +10 +8 +5 +5 +9 +5 +7
Hardware, plumbing-heating goods wholesalerS......... vaes +6 +8 +1 +1 +7 +1 +h
Hardware wholesglerS.eieeeesecenae tesesasrsesiannnaoess 9 +6 + +2 +7 +2 +5
Plu.m’bing, heating equipment, supplies distributors..... +4 +11 +1 0 +7 ] +3
Lunber, construction materials distributorSc.e.veesensens +5 +1 =4 +2 +3 -1 +1
Lumber, millwork wholesalerS...vevvevsan. seeness +3 -1 -7 -3 o} -5 -3
Construction materials distributors........ vessesanenes +11 +6 +1 +9 +8 +5 +6
Machinery, equipment, supplies distributorS.isesecsesssass +19 +15 +6 +8 +17 +7 +12

Air conditioning, commercial. refrigeration equipment,

distributors.....c.vevennan eriesencanensan sesasssaanes +7 +9 +3 +5 +8 +4 +6
Commercial machines, equipment distributors....... cenes +12 +13 +5 +7 +13 +6 +9
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies distributors. +23 +20 +3 +6 +21 +4 +12
Professional equipment, supplies distributorSi.c.vesec. +13 +8 +10 +8 +10 +2 +9
Surgical, medical, hospital supply houses...... TS +11 +8 +16 +3 +9 +9 +9
Service establishment supply houses......... esensenae . +13 +6 +8 +9 +9 +8 -+9
Metals, metalwork (except serap) dilstributors......v.,.. . +32 +21 +8 +9 +26 +9 +16
Iron, steel and products distributorS..c.eeceeccecennss +33 +21 +8 +11 +27 +9 +17
-Nonferrous metals distributorSs...eevvevsnen tesasvaseaen +31 +20 +10 +5 +25 +7 +15
Serap, waste materials dealers..... +56 +35 +3 +15 +45 +10 +25
Iron, gteel scrap dealers..... . +69 +48 +10 +33 +57 +23 +39
Waste materials dealerS...eeevesens treteraenesasacanane +36 +13 -6 -12 24 -9 +5
Jewelry wholesalers....cuvseass ceneanene PETTR +4 +8 +1 + +6 +2 +4
Hondurable goods, total,.......iiiiiiiiiniiiiinnnnns +6 +7 +5 +7 +7 +7 +7
Grocery, confectionery, meat wholesglerS.ieeessessass ersee +7 +7 +6 +5 +7 +6 +6
General-line grocery wholesalers....... . +7 +8 +6 +9 +8 +8 +8
Voluntary groupS..... PR +10 +11 +8 +9 +11 +8 +10
Retailer-cooperative.cscaesccnns +8 +13 +10 +17 +10 +14 +12
Nonaffiliatedieseevnnarans hesvesenene +6 +5 +4 +5 +5 + +5
Specialty-line grocery wholesalers +12 +9 +6 0 +11 +3 +6
Confectionery wholesalersS.ssessesons . +5 0] 0 +6 +2 +2 +2
Meat, meat products wholesalers.s..ievesee.e tersearseny -2 -1 +8 +10 -2 +9 +h
Farm products (edible) aistributorsS..cece.e.e. reeerenaes +6 +4 +5 -1 +5 +2 +3
Poultry, poultry products distributors. +10 +7 0 -6 +7 -3 +2
Fresh fruit, vegetable wholesalerSi....ec.u.e. tesearaens -1 +5 +7 +3 +2 +5 +h
Beer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers... +7 +5 +4 +10 +6 +7 +6
Beer, ale distributorSeeeseccsecssonancenss +5 +3 +h +7 +4 +5 +5
Wine, distilled spirits wholesalers....... +8 +6 +3 +11 +7 +8 +7
Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholeSElerS.sievevsasss +11 +11 ;}-7 +11 +13 +9 +10
Drug wholesalers (general and specialty 1ines)......... +12 +15 +8 +10 +13 +9 +11
+9 +8 +5 +16 +8 +10 +9
+8 +1 +4 +3 +h +4 +4
+5 +2 +3 +7 +3 +5 +h
Dry goods, apparel WholeSBlerS..eseeeuescrcsorsvsoecnnens +2 -1 +1 ~2 0 =1 Q
Clothing, furnishings, footwear wholesalerS......eess.. +2 -2 +10 +1 0 + +2
Dry goods wholesalers (general and specialty 1lines).... +5 +7 0 -1 +6 -1 +2
Plece goods converters..sesssse... tresassrectsensenars . -1 ~11 -9° -10 -6 -10 -7
Paper, allied products wholesalers.. ceerassinaes 114 +11 +8 +6 412 +7 +10
Paper wholegalerS.veecesessacesnnn . +14 +11 +8 +7 +13 +7 +10
Stationery, wallpaper wholealerS....eeseeses eresesnnae +11 +11 +7 +13 +11 +10 +10
Farm products (raw materials) merchantS...c.ese.... csensn -7 +13 +11 +23 +2 +18 +11
+10 +15 +8 +6 +11 +7 +10
+9 +10 +12 +8 +10 +10 +10
Book, magazine, newspaper wholesalers........ +9 +12 +10 +6 +10 +8 +9
Coal WholesalerS.sessesnscsnsavnnasns +34 +31 +24 +19 +32 +22 +29
Farm supplies wholeSalerS..ssenersssuesssonsnanserossis -8 -1 +2 + -5 +3 -2
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Table 3.--TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORIES OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS: GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS

DECEMBER 1956
Sales Inventory, end- Stock-sales ratios
- of-month {at cost) (percent)
Percent change '
Kind of business and geographic division December 1956 12 mo. Percent change,
See map page 2) from-- 1956 Dec. 1956 from--
R from Dec. Dec. Nov.
Dec. { Nov. 12 mo. Dec. Nova 1956 1955 1956
1955 1956 1955 1955 1956

MERCHANT WHOLESALERS, TOTAL,......oocvun... tesemenen +3 -6 18 +11 -2 126 120 122

New Englan@....ceessaee teersenseasmane +3 +2 +6 +2 -5 102 107 108
Middle Atlantic.... . +h 4 +8 +2 -2 112 106 110
East North Central.. . . sen +2 -7 +9 T 413 -2 121 111 115
West North Central......... PP +2 -9 +4 +3 -3 4] 143 136
South Atlantice.eiaserannns +1 -6 +6 +5 ~4 133 126 o134
Fagt South Central.......... . +2 -9 +9 +31 .0 180 150 167
West South Central......... . . +10 ~1 +11 +22 -1 118 120 116
Mountain. -3 -8 +8 +12 -4 133 119 131
+4 ~9 +8 +12 0 145 136 131

-5 -19 +7 +3 -2 226 208 179

-1 -16 +5 +16 +6 ui 89 |. 83

15 ~17 +8 +1 +3 239 196 186

+1 -22 +6 0 -9 233 226 171

West North Central.. =17 -18 +3 + -2 239 247 214
South Atlantic...... . . . +5 27 +4 +5 -3 242 246 173
East South Central.. cene ~10 -15 +8 #11 -2 309 261 247
-3 ~12 +12 +3 +2 279 259 243

+6 -11 +10 +2 -3 230 238 257

-3 -20 +6 +2 -3 192 181 154

Electrical apparatus, supplies distribubors...eecesccecscesnsnensss +h +5 +14 +18 =6 125 114 143
New Englandessees.. sseeriaana +10 +22 +20 +10 -3 93 93 127

0o -4 +18 +22 -3 120 101 127

-3 e +8 +16 -6 120 101 134

+13 +10 +11 +20 -5 143 136 162

+1 4 +13 +6 -9 118 119 136

+10 +33 +14 +#0 4 124 138 178

+23 +20 +19 +36 -6 152 138 194

+12 +6 9 +16 ~4 137 131 151

+7 (o] 414 +10 -7 127 123 137

Elect. appliances, TV, radio sets, electronic parts distributors... +2 +7 +4 +15 ~10 149~ 136 175
New Englande.ssescecessesens cestasesseenresetecsvairaensetsonanas +14 +14 +5 +11 -2 12 133 142
Middle Atlantic... +15 +14 +10 +35 -7 139 121 T 163
East North Central.. +2 +5 +5 +17 -12 147 139 182
West North Central..... -5 +4 -5 +5 -14 180 161 223
South Atlantic...... -8 | +14 +1 +12 -9 146 152 185
East South Central.. -8 -5 -3 +7 +2 201 203 175
West South Central.. -19 -9 0 -8 ~8 225 183 225
Pacific..c.cauns T T PN . +8 +6 +5 +28 -13 133 112 162
Furniture; home furnishings wholesalerS.e.ecseeeracs tresseresnenees +3 =11 +7 . +5 ~7 178 167 169
Middle Atlantic...... +3 ~16 +6 -2 -8 165 165 145
+8 4} +8 +13 -8 146 140 155

+1 -12 +1 ’ +27 +8 276 245 220

-2 -13 +6 +6 -8 196 161 168

-5 +11 +3 ~7 -14 173 170 214

+9 =11 +8 +1 -2 181 155 158

=2 -9 +5 +2 -2 242 232 219

-10 ~12 +5 +6 -2 252 210 236

-1 -10 +6 +5 +3 247 224 198

4 -20 +3 -5 -3 266 277 219

o] + +5 -3 o] 208 221 204

. -5 ~12 +2 0 -8 225 212 214

West South Central........ aaes =11 <17 +6 % 4] 293 251 243
PacifiCeseeeerrenens . . ceeees +4 ~5 +5 +1 s 228 244 228
Plumbing, heating equipment, supplies distributors....ciescevessass -6 -15 +3 +1 -2 220 206 193
New Englande.eesenovassssscssncscocaassonasonsasenarsan . -6 -9 + -1 -7 180 185 182
Middle Atlantig........ -8 ~14 +5 -2 -1 194 179 164
~14 -23 +7 +1 -3 249 210 199

West North Central.eee.oa. . +1 -16 -2 +8 +2 251 232 206
South Atlantice.csseanse 0 -6 +3 +1 -8 203 207 206
South Central..... 11 ~17 ~3 -1 4 233 211 204
PaCIfiC..cavieaeesioniscracasareanrsssssessnensencans cvesssansenan +6 -16 +2 +1 +3 227 234 202
Lumber, construction materials distributors =3 =16 +1 |- -1 +4 132 124 1031
New England..... . 0 -17 ~1 -14 -21 41 65 45
Middle Atlantic.... +2 -13 +2 -3 +6 116 93 s
East North Central... 0 -17 +4 -5 +6 162 160 117
West North Central...... -20 -21 -5 -9 -5 183 142 133
South Atlantic....... -5 -22 +3 -7 +1 124 112 84
South Central...... -16 -11 -5 +7 +8 131 98 108
Pacificesuesrseesronsescinaneann vee . +4 -10 +1 . +11 +2 144 169 124
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Table 3,-TRENDS IN SALES AND INVENTORTES OF MEROHANT WHOLESALERS: BY GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION, FOR SELECTED KINDS OF BUSINESS--Contimmed

DECEMBER 1956
Sales Inventory, end— Stock-sales ratios
| of-month {at cost) {percent)
Percent change ] )
Kind of busme(;: :ggpg;:gagl)uc division December 1956 1?_9?2- Percent change, 4 ‘
from-- Prom Dec. 1956 from-- | pec, | pec. | Nov.
Dee. Hov. 12 mo. Dec. Nov. 1936 1955 1 1956
1955 1956 1955 1955 1956
Industrial machinery, equipment, supplies distributors....c.ceccse. -2 ~1 +12 +18 | +3 152 127 149
e Englandy’qpme’pp s 31 37 48 116 +1 128 | 140 134
Middle Atlantic.... +4 +7 +13 412, +5 166 138 174
East North Central. -2 -10 +13 +22 +3 143 109 124
West North Central. -3 +1 +8 +10 + 144 119 128
South Atlantic... +13 -2 +12 +25 -13 110 99 172
‘South Central.... -7 -6 +16 +15 +3 143 123 139
Mountaine.ceseacaes -6 3 +8 +21 +5 217 199 211
Pocificeccieecaioaresassncrnncnncannans Seressesesseteserrsrrevoan -3 +6 +7 +13 -1 177 159 189
General-line grocery wholesalerS.cs.sssescsesesrcacssnvsrneanssnsans +5 -6 +8 +4° =5 102 104 100
Middle Atlantic.evenrcrcecrsscccnnns [4] -6 +6 -3 +2 127 132 116
East North Central.... 11 -6 +9 +12 o] 104 105 94
West North Central.... +5 -9 +7 iy -6 87 97 78
South AtlantiC..eeeacevesse +5 -4 +3 -1 ~10 119 126 130
East South Central..ssec... -2 =3 +2 +3 -7 95 100 104
West South Centrale...csess +10 -10 +9 +8 -8 1i2 115 109
Mountaifesceasssaseesesvessan -3 -22 +14 +12 ~9 131 112 115
PACI T G ceanansoansansaossssscaonsessnncsarennsansnncransnssnnssy +11 -3 +15 +6 wde :'_82_ 90 81
Specialty-line grocery wholeSalerS.ssceeeasscesssassossunssasenanes ~1 +1 +6 +6 +2 80 80 81
New ENgland.eeseceeecrcenscsssasenssosassass +6 -10 +7 ~3 =7 159 164 162
Middle Atlantic..... +1 +8 +5 +11 +7 69 62 72
East North Central.... +5 0 +8 +2 -2 83 a7 8
South Atlantic...... =14 -13 +4 +29 -5 104 75 93
South Central.. + +6 +7 +18 -3 59 59 67
PACI iCescneersracsonecsotessesssssscnssnstsansonassssnssboncans -3 -8 +7 ~13 e 81 100 69
Fresh fruit, vegetable WholeSalerS.ssessscssecscrssnssrasssnserssas ~1 -2 4 +8 -7 26 24 27
New England.sossecscaceencensoncnas +20 -17 +8 +38 =22 12 11 13
Middle Atlantic..... -1 ~10 +3 +8 ~10 25 21 23
East North Central.. +8 -3 +5 +6 +4 24 26 23
West North Central.... -13 +4 -2 -2 ~5 41 34 42
South Atlantic........ . +6 +12 +3 +7 -17 27 27 34
South Central.. e -11 +21 +5 -3 24 20 13 30
PACIfiCee oeivnenenseansosssnsvenennenas eresas sereacnssasaeennen 4 +1 +3 +19 -6 25 21 27
Drug wholesalers {general and specialty 1inesS)e..sessscecscrasnssss 43 -8 +11 +10 -3 162 152 151
New England..cevevensvesceen tesassessreesansenn -4 -3 +7 +13 -3 191 168 192
Middle Atlantic.eeiccenes 0 -8 +7 + -2 143 135 126
East North Central... -3 -10 +11 +10 -2 167 146 147
West North Central.. +4 -8 +11 +5 -3 154 146 149
South Atlantic.ccesecivencenns .42 -9 +14 +9 -6 170 166 162
East South Central... +1 =9 +11 +8 ~1 175 164 166
West South Central.. +1 -5 +12 +8 -6 195 182 197
Mountain.. +15 ~12 +18 +21 +1 196 171 179
PacificCesesen. +22 -8 +15 +18 +1 139 140 129
Tobacco distributors..... sestasesesserastate st satansaane +3 +2 4 +7 -9 52 50 56
New Englandececsvecesss tarerasreearas -1 +6 +2 =1 =10 50 49 59
Middle Atlantic........ +2 +2 +3 +7 -3 54 52 55
East North Central..... + +6 +4 +8 -5 43 42 48
West North Centrale.s.ev.e -3 4 -1 +3 +6 61 59 56
South Atlanticeccuuesns +5 +3 +7 +4 -17 57 59 66
-2 -7 + 0 =12 48 48 50
3= T B s T cesneas +10 43 +7 +37 ~-11 68 53 68
Dry goods, apparel wholeSalerB.ceeccecsesessssscssasessassnssasasnn -8 =23 Q -2 0 191 184 157
New England.eceoveseeesnnnsas +2 -2 43 -18 -1 152 178 142
Middle Atlantic.eensesens =7 =22 -2 -6 =1 172 171 146
East North Central. -13 ~29 +4 +9 -6 145 143 110
West North Central. -12 ~33 0 +18 +8 363 313 243
South Atlantie.. -14 -26 +5 +1 -9 226 192 176
South Central... -19 -29 =21 (x) . (x) (x) (x) {x)
Pacificecievrtacscocnecestearonanans mesesscasesresetetstacanusnan <12 —2 42 .49 . -2 206 156 . 153

x Insufficient data to show separately.
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DESCRIPTION OF KINDS OF BUSIMESS

All kinds of business in which merchant wholesalers operate are represented in
this survey. The kinds of buginess shown in this report parallel broad clas-
sificetions used in the 1954 Census of Business covering wholesale trade. Each
establishment in this survey has been assigned a kind-of-business classification
besed upon its trade designation and an analysis of its ennual 1954 sales by
commodity lines as reported in . the 1954 Census of Business. A degeription of
each kind-of-business classification in this report is given below..

DURABLE GOODS

Automotive wholesalers

Motor-vehicle distributors.--Merchant wholesale establishments primarily en-
gaged in selling nev and used passenger automcbiles and gimilar motor vehicles »
road-type trucks, truck-tractors, busses, trailers, and semitrailers to dealers
or to fleet. operators, industrial accounts, and to.commercial users. Dealers in
road-type trucks, truck-tractors, and iruck-trailers sare inecluded here on the
basis of kind-of-goods sold.

Automotive equipment, tire-tube wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establish-
ments—-frequently “referred to as jobbers in this trade~-primarily engaged in
selling automotive equipment, accessories, parts, tires, tubes and garage equip-
ment and tools.

Electrical, electronics, appliance distributors

Electrical apparatus, supplies wholesalers,--Merchant wholesale establishments
selling a general 1ine of electrical goods such as electrical equipment and
apparatus; wiring supplies and construction materials; lighting fixtures end
lamps; redio and television sets and accessories; electrie refrigerators and
other electrical applisnces and specialties; and eleectronic parts and equipment;
and those primerily engaged in selling such electrical equipment and apparatus;
wiring supplies and construction materials, and lighting fixtures and lamps, as
conduits and fittings, interior wiresmd cables, wiring devices, safety switches,

' poles, crossarms, pole-line hardware, .outside wires and cables, residential,
commercial, and industrial lighting Tfixtures, end i t and fluc t
lamps. Establishments specializing in the sale of electrical prime ‘movers and
other electrical power equipment for the generation, transmission, or -utiliza-
tion of electric energy are also included.

Electrical appliances, TV, radio seis, electronic parts distributors.--Merchant
wholesale establishments primarily engaged in selling such elécirical appliances
end specialties as radio and television sets, dish washers, electric refriger-
ators, eleetric ranges, washing machines, iromers, radio and television paris
and accessorles, home freezers, sewing machices, hot water heaters, electric
irons, percolators, clocks, hotplaies, vacuum cleaners s ete., and electronic
‘tubes, electronic replacement parts and accessories » and transmission and sound
equipment.

Furniture, home furnishings wholesalers

Furniture wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establishments primarily engaged in
selling home or office furniture--wooden, metal or other.

Home furnishings, floor coverings wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establish-
ments primarily engaged in selling >1d china, gl re, and ear re;
floor coverings (carpets, rugs, linoleums, ete.); antique home furnishings; and
miscellaneous home furnishings such as brooms, brushes, curtaing, draperies,
plctures and picture frames, window shades, kitchen utensils , phonograph records,
and musiecal instruments.

Hardware, plumbing, heating goods wholesalers

Hardware wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establighments selling ageneral line
of merchandise su_fl‘Iciently broad to service retail hardware stores and the hard-
vare departments of other .outlets--general-linme hardware wholesalers ; and estab-
lishments primarily epgaged in selling builders hardware, heavy hardwere, shelf
or light hardware, and hardware specialties such as tools, cutlery, bolts, nuts,
rivets, screws, padlocks, keys, end the like--specilaty-line hardvare vholesalers.

Plumbing, heating equipment, supplies disiribuiors.--Merchant wholesale estab-
lishmenis primarily engéged Inselling plumbing and heating equipment and supplies
such as plumbing fixtures, including sanitary ware; steam and hot water heating
boilers, radiators, parts, aml fittings; stoves, ranges, furnaces, and other
‘types of heating apparatus {except electric); oil burners; gas appliances and
supplies; plumbing pipe, valves, and fittings; and plumbers brass goods.

Lumber, construction materials distributors

Lumber, millwork wholesalers.--Merchani wholesale establishments primarily en-
gaged in selling lumber and millwork such as rough, dressed » &nd finished lumber;
sheathing, siding, flooring, shingles, plywood, veneers, doors, ‘sashes, frames,
interior woodwork and trim.

Construction materisls distributors.--Merchant wholessle establishmenis pri-
marily engaged in selling such construction materials as brick, tile, and teérre
cotta; cement, lime, and plaster; building gless; sand, gravel, and crushed stone,
ready-mixed conerete; roofing, siding snd insulation; and stone, glate, concrete
products, and building dboard.

Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors

Air conditioning, commercial refrigeration equipment distributors.--Merchant
vholesale establishments primarily engaged in selling commercial refirgeration

equipment {including electric) such as refrigerators, display cases , freezers,
dispensers, water coolers, food locker equipment; and those selling air con-
ditioning and ventilating equipment and supplies, including fans, blowers, and
accessories. Establishments specializing in the sale of commercial refrigeration
components and accessories are also included in this elassification.

Commercial machines, equipment distributors.--Merchant wholesale eatsblishment
primarily engaged in selling office machines and equipment (except furniture)
such 8s adding machines, typewriters, addressing, duplicating, sealing, computing,
stapling, accounting, and statistical machines} restaurant and-hotel equipment
such as coffee urns, steam tables, china, glassware, silverware, linens, and re~
lated items; store machines and fixtures such as dlsplay fixtures, show racks,
pricing equipment, cash registers, scales, meat slicers and grinders » coffee
grinders, etc,; end such related equipment as florists' supplies » theater supplies
and equipment, end parking meters. Establishments primerily engaged in selling
to ugers are included, es well as those selling to deslers.

8TOCKS==3ALES RATIOS OF MERCHANT WHOLESALERS
DECEMBER 1956
(Percent)
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Machinery, equipment, supplies distributors d

Industrisl machinery, equipment, supplies distributors.--Merchent wholesale
establishments primarily engaged in selling machinery, equipment, and supplies
to mgnufacturing and mining conterns. Included here are establishments selling
industrial machinery; industrial belting, hose , and packing; machine tools, mine
and mill supplies; oil well and oil refining supplies ; printing machinery and
supplies; industrial rope, vordage, and twine; Iindustrial materials » handling
equipment; power transmission equipment; and machinery and equipment for such
industries as food products, woodworking, shoe manufecturing, tanning, textile,
and paper and pulp.

Professional equipment, supplies distributors.--Merchant wholesale establish—
ments primarily engaged in seliing dental supplies (chairs , sterilizers, cabinets,
instruments, dental gold and alloys, waxes, teeth, and the 1ike); religious
supplies (church goods and religious articles such s statuery, vestments, fonts,
candles, religious pictures, calendars, literature, etc.}; school equipment and
supplies (desks, blackhoards » ¢halk, rulers, wall and globe maps, etc.); optical
goods; surgical, medical, hospital supplies, and . equipment; artists supplies;
engineering instruments and supplies; and supplies for other professions.

Surgical, medical, hospital su@' 1y houses.--Merchant wholesale esteblish-
ments primarily engaged in selling surgical and medical instruments 3 doctors
apparatus and equipment; orthopedic appliances; artificial Iimbs; operating
room and other hospital equipment; X-ray machines and accessories and other
scientific instruments used by physiciens and in hospitals. .

Service establishment, 5“22%1 houses .~-Merchant wholesale establishments pri-
marily engaged in selling barber and beauty supplies; leundry, dry cleaning
equipment, supplies (washing, drying, ironing, and pressing machines; laundry
sosps and chemicals; dry cleaning fluids, marking equipment, etc.); shoe service
supplies and equipment; undertakers supplies (caskets, burial vaults, burial
garments, embalming chemicals and preparations » and other morticians and fumersl
equipment); upholsterers supplies (fabrics s leather and fillings, and other types
of supplies used in the upholstery trade); and miscellapeous service equipment,
such as Janitors' supplies, furriers® supplies, bootblack's supplies, and hat
cleaners’' supplies.

Other industrisl machinery, equipment distributors (mot’ shown geparately in
accompenying  teble).--Merchant wholissale é5tab1ishments primarily engaged in
selling (a) trensportation equipment such as aircraft and seronautical equip-
ment, supplies; railroed -equipment, supplies; marine equipment, supplies; and
other trensportation equipment and supplies; (b) construction machinery, equip-
ment such as roed bullding machinery, excavating and dredging machinery, derricks,
cranes, holsts, and winches; and related construction equipment as ‘pneumatic
hammers, concrete construction clamps and forms, seaffolding, chutes, and wheel-
barrows~-but not construction materials, and (c) farm-garden machinery, equip-
ment (including tractors) used in the preparation and maintenance of the soil,
the planting and harvesting of crops, and other operations and processes per-
talning to agriculture; deiry machinery and equlpment, such &g milking machines

and cream separators; poultry equipment, such s incubators, brooders, and feeders
and irrigation equipment. .
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Metals, metalvork (except serap) distributors

iron, steel, and products distributors..-Merchant wholesale establishments
usually referred to as steel war ——primarily d in selling iron and
steel products such as semifinished forms and shapes, plates, sheets, strips,
‘bars, structursl shapes, piling, nails, tubuler products, wire products, forg-
ings and caetings. Steel warehouses of firms operating steelworks and rolling
mille are also included here.

Nonferrous metals distributors.--Merchant wholesale establishments primerily
engaged in selling nonferrcus metsls and metalwork suchasaluminum, copper, tin,
braps, lead, and zinc,

Screp, waste materidls deslerg

Iron, stesl scrap dealers.--Merchant wholesale eatablishments primerily en-
gaged in assembling, breaking up, sorting, and selling all forms of iron and
steel scrap. .

Yaste materials dealers.--Merchant wholesale establishmenis primarily engaged
in assembling, sorting, and selling such weste wmaterials as nonferrous scrap
metals, waste paper, rags, wiping cloths, textile wastes, scrap rubber,end other
waste and salvage materials, Scrap iron and steel mey be handled as secondary
lines,

Jewelry wholesalers

Jewelry wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale esteblishments primarlly engaged in
selling & general-or specialty-line of jewelry such as clocks and watiches; pre-
cious stones and metals; watch materials, Jewelers supplies;. costume jewelry;
and miscellaneous items such as silverware, plated ware, medals, trophles, semi-
precious stones, and insignia.

NONDURABLE GOODS

Grocery, contectioneg,z' , meat wholesalers

General-line grocery wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establishmenta handling

a general line of dry groceries and processed foods usually sold in retail gro-
cery stores, such as canned foods, flour, sugar, coffee, tea and spices, as well
as such nonfood items as household chemicals, soaps and detergents, paper prod-
ucts, brooms, brushes, etc. Voluntary group wholesalers, retailer-cooperative
wareh y h-and-carry depots are included, as well as nonaffiliated
general-line grocery wholesalers.

Specialty-line grocery wholssalers.—This elassification includes two general
types of merchant wholesale esteblishments: Those handling a eombinaiion of
grocery items, no one item predomonating, but not a sufficiently brosd line of
commodities to be classified as "general line"; and those primarily engaged in
selling speclalized lines of groceries and related products, such .as canned
foods; coffee, tea, and spices; dairy products; dried fruits and nuts; frosted
and frozen foods; fish and seafood; bakery products; packaged breakfast cereals;
flour; cooking oils and shortening; and gsoft drinks.

Confectionery wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establishments priwarily en-
gaged in selling candy, chewing gum, popcorn, potato chips, salted nuts, fountain
fruits and - syrups, and related items. Cigars, cigareites, and other products
are also frequently handled as secondary lines.

Meat, meat products wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establishments primarily
engaged in seiling freah, frozén, cured or processed (but not canned) meats,
lard, and othér edible meat products, Secondary 1lines such as butter, cheese,
eggs, dressed pouliry, vegeisble shortening, and canned wmeats ave frequently
handled.

Farm products (edible) distributors

Poultry, poultry products distributors.—Merchant wholesale establishments
primarily engaged in selling live or dressed poultry, eggs, and related products.
Establishments primerily engaged in dressing poultry are considered manufactures.

Fresh fruit, vegetablie wholesalers.--Merchant wholesele -establishments pri-
warily engaged in selling {resh fruits, vegetables, berries, melons, and related
items.

Beéer, wine, distilled spirits wholesalers

Beer, ale distributors.--Merchant wholesale establishments primarily engaged
in selling beer, ale, porier, stout and other fermented malt liguors. Soft
drinks, confectionery, <tobacco, wines, and spirits are frequently handled as
secondary .lines.

Wine, digtilled spirits wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establishmenis pri-
marily engaged in selling wines, whiskey, gin, rum, brandy, and other spirits,
including neutral spirits and ethyl alcohol wused in blending., Merchants who
bottle =and sell wines and distilled spirits manufactured in bulk by others,
liquor depariments of drug wholesalers, and State-operated wholesale outlets are
included. State depois primarily engaged in supplying State liquor stores, how-
ever, are not included in wholessle trade.

Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholesalers

Drug wholesalers (general and specialty lines)

General-line drug wholesalers (not _shown sep_arate:_ll).—-Merrchant wholesale
esteblishments engaged in selling e full line of drugs, pharmeceuticals, pro-
prietary wmedicines, druggists rubber goods, cosmetics, toiletries, drug .sun-
dries, and related merchandise. Cooperatives and voluntary group wholesalers
handling a full linedf drugs are also included in this classification. Liquor
departments of drug wholesalsrs, however, are included with *wines and distilled
spirits wholesalers."

Specialty-line drug wholesalers (not shown geparately).—-Merchant wholesale
establishments primarily engaged in selling proprietary: wedicines, toilet
preparations, and articles suchas drugs, perfumes, cosmetics, powders, shaving
preparations, toilet scap, dentifrices, combs, brushes,mirrors, medical glasa,
bandages, rubber goods, and antiseptiecs.,

Drugs, chemicals, allied products wholeselers--Continued

Indusirial chemicals, explosives wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establishe
ments primarily engaged im Selling such industrial and hesvy chemicals as coal-
tar chemicals, plasties, compressed and liquefied gases (except LP gas), aclda,
enmonia, seda, industrial alcchols, explosives, dyestuffs, naval stores, etc.
Concerns primarily engaged in selling pyrotechnice and ammunition for swall arms
are included in “Amusement and sporting goods wholesalers.!

Paint, varnish wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establishments primarily en-
gaged in selling paints, varnishes, lacquers, enamels, calcimines, shellac, and
stains, Glass, wallpaper, painters supplies, oils, chemicels, and related prod-
ucts are frequently handled as secondary lines.

Tobacco digtiibutors

Tobaceo distributors.--Merchant wholesale establishments primarily engaged in
selling wmenufactured tobacco products such as clgars, cigareties, chewlng and
smoking tobacco, and snnff. Confectionery, smckers articles, ragor blades, play-
ing cards, etc., are frequently handled as’secondary limes.

Dry goods, apparel wholesalers

Clothing, furnishings, footwesr wholesalers.——Merchant wholesale establishments
primerily engeged in 8elling men's, boys' clothing, and furnishings (including
suits, coata, overcoasts, work clothing, hats and caps, shirts, ties, and under-
wear); women's, children's clothing, furnishings, and accessories (including
suits, dresses, and skirts); furs andfur clothing; willinery, willinery supplies;
shoes and other fooiwear; work clothing; and related lines.

Dry_goods wholesalers (genmeral and speclalty lines)

General-line d cods wholesalers (not shown separately).--Msrchent whole~
sale establishments engaged in selling a diversified combination of lines
usuelly sold in retail dry goods and general werchandise stores, including
piece goods, home furnighings, work clothing, dresses, infants' wear, no-
tlons, and hosiery. Men's and women's clothing, Purnishings, and wmillinery
frequently constitute secondary lines.
cialty-line ods wholesalers {not shown seperately).—Merchant whole~
sale establishments primarily engaged in selling hosiery, underwear, pisce
goods, lmit and lace gooda, fancy linen and needlework and notioms (thread,
‘tapes, needles, pins, butltons, hair accessories, zippers, and shoe laces).
Piece goods comverters.--Merchant wholssale establishments which purchase tex—
tiles in the gray or unfinished form, have them dyed and/or finished by others,
usually on a contract basis, and sell to the cutting-up trade, garment makers,
wholesalers, or -retallers., Converters operating bleaching, dyeing, and finish~
ing plants ars not considered as merchant wholesalers.

Paper, allied products wholesalers

Paper wholesalers.~~Merchant wholesale ostabiishments primarily engaged in
gelling wrapping paper -and other coarse paper; fine paper {writing papers, re~
production paper stock, cover, text, thin, and other fine papers); neusprint and
‘book paper; paperbosrd;and converted paper producis such as bags, boxes, cups,
dishes, towels, mapkins, tissues, and bottle caps,

Stationery, wallpaper wholesalers. «Merchant wholesdle establishments primarily
engaged in selling commercial and social statlonery, including envelopes, type-
writer and wmimeograph paper in cut sizes, file cards and folders; and office
supplies such .as pens, pencils, writing inke, carbon paper, paper clips, type-
writer ribhons, greeting cards, and erasers; and eubossed end printed wallpaper
for use in.covering or decorating interior walls and ceilings.

Farm_products (rau materials) merchamts

Farm products_(raw meterials) merchants.Merchanf wholesale establishments
primarily engaged in selling cotton, grain, hides, skins, raw furs, livestock,
leaf tobacco, wool, mohair, horses and mules, and other inedible products such
as . broomcorn, moss, hair, feathers, bristles, and fibers..This classification
ineludes merchants (ineluding terminal elevators) primarily engeged in selling
raw farm products in merketing centers. Dealers buying such products direct
from farmers and assembling them at local production poinis are classified as
Uaggemblers® and not included here.

Qther nondurable goods wholesalers

Amugement, sporbing goods distributors.--Merchant wholesale establishmentspri«
marily engaged in selling cameras and photographic goods (cameras, parts, and
decessories, projection apparatus, enlargers, developing and printing room appa-
ratus and accessories, sensitized unexposed photographic suppliesand ‘equipment);
sporting goods (toys, gamés, noveliies, fireworks, bicycles, aporting goods, amnd
athletic goods); and other recreation goods such as playground equipment, bHil-
liard and bowling equipment and supplies; and hobby goods.

Book, magazine, newspaper wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establishments pri-
warily engaged in selling books, magazines, periodicals, newspapers, and related
items.

Coal wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establishments primarily engagedin sell-
ing bitumious coal, anthracite coal, and coke. This includes firms with coal
yards as well as those selling goods shipped directly from wine to customer.

Farm supplies wholesalers.--Merchant wholesale establishments primarily en-
gaged in selling mixed and other feeds; fertilizers, fertilizer materials, and
agricultural chemicals; seeds (farm, garden, and flowsr); and miscellansous farm
supplies such as hay, straw, and alfalfa.

Merchant vwholegalers; n.g.c¢.--{Not dhown separatelyin the accompanying teble.)
Merchant wholesale establishments primarily engaged in selling petroleum prod-
uets, cut flowers and potted plants; forest products except lumber; inedible oils
and fats; textiles end materials other than dry goods; industrial yarns; crude
rubber; ores; sponges; artificial leather; wood pulp; artificial flowers; and
products not elsewhere classified; and establishments handling a line of mer~
chandise too broad to be inciuded in any of the clasaificatlions outlined above.





