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TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
OY¥FICE OF THE SECRETARY,
Washington, D. C., December 3, 1895.
SIR: I herewith transmit to the House of Representatives the eight-
. eenth number of the Statistical Abstract, prepared by the Chief of
the Bureau of Statistics.
Respectfully, yours,
J. G. CARLISLE, Secretary.

The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE 0OF REPRESENTATIVES.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT,
BUREAU OF STATISIICS,
Washington, D. C., December 2, 1895,

Sir: I have the bonor to submit to you for transmission to Congress
the eighteenth issue of the Statistical Abstract of the United States.
While retaining the essential features of the earlier issues, I have
extended its scope in many important details, as resulting in a more
- complete compilation and a better arrangement of subjects treated.

The field to be covered is so wide and the material available so imper-
fect that a single publication of this kind can cover only a small part
of what would naturally find place in a full statistical abstract. With
an increasing public interest in statistical reports new subjects of inves-
tigation will be undertaken and an effort made to make this annual
issue an epitome of what is generally useful in finance, commerce, and
industry. I would respectfully renew my recommendation that a small
charge be made for this volume, merely covering the cost of printing.
The demand for it made upon Congress and this Bureau has become so
large that the edition provided is quite insufficient. It1is impossible,
under a free distribution, to make a just discrimination among appli-
cants for copies, and a small charge would insure the placing of the
edition in the hands of those who have an actual need for it. Such a
system could work no injury to anyone, and it would relieve the Bureau
of the delicate task of passing upon the claimg of individuals to receive
the book. V ’
Respectfully, yours, WorrHINGTON C. FORD,
Chief of Bureau.
Hon. J. G. CARLISLE,

Secretary of the Treasury.
III
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