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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

DerarrMeENT OF COMMERCE,
Bunsav or mae Census,
Washington, D. C., July 10, 1548.

Sm: T have the honor to submit herewith for publication the sixty-
fourth issuc of the Statistical Abstract of the United States. This
annual volume is a compilation of authoritative statisties relating to
the social and economie condition of the population and to the indus-
trial, commercial, and governmental activities of the Nation. It is
designed to serve as a convenient reference work for businessmen,
legislators, administrators, economists, statisticians, students, and
others who may have need of a statistical compendium covering a
wide range of subjects. .

The present volume was prepared by Kathleen H. Dugan, editor,
under the administrative direction of Morris H. Hansen, Statis-
tical Assistent to the Director. Technical assistance, especially in the
preparation of the Bibliography of Sources of Statistical Data, was
given, by Morris B. Ullman, Social Science Analyst.

The first 34 issucs of the Abstract were prepared and published by
the Bureau of Statistics, originally a bureau of the Treasury Depart-
ment and later of the Department of Commerce and Labor; the next
25 by tho Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, Department
of Commerce; and subsequent issues by the Bureau of the Census.

The statistical tables contained in the Abstract are compilations of
data collected by the various statistical agencies of the Federal Gov-
ernment, by several State agencies, and by a considerable number of
nongovernmentzal organizations, Many of ihese agencies have ren-
dered valuable assistance not only in supplying advance data but
also in the actual preparation of tables for inclusion in the Abstract.
Special mention on this account 1s due the following-named agencies
oé) the Federal Government: The Bureau of Foreign and Domestic
Commerce and the Weather Bureau, of the Department of Commerce;
the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, the Agricultural Marketing
Administration, the Office of Foreign Agricultural Relations, the Farm
Credit Administration, and the Forest Service, of the Department of
Agriculture; the Office of Education and the Social Security Board, of
the Federal Security Agency; the Fish and Wildlife Service, the Gen-
eral Land Office, the Bureau of Mines, and the National Park Service,
of the Department of the Interior; the Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service, of the Department of Justice; the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, of the Department of Labor; the Bureau of Customs and
the Bureau of Intornal Revenue, of the Treasury Department; the
Federal Communications Commission; the Board of Governors of the
Federal Reserve System; the Interstatc Commerce Commission; the
Railroad Retirement Board; the United States Maritime Commission;
and the Veterans’ Administration.

Respectfully,

J. C. Capr,

Director of the Census.
To How. Jusse H. JonTs,

Secretary of Commerce,
i
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

The Statistical Abstract of the United States summarizes the
Iarge mass of statistical information published by various gov-
ernmental agencies and certain nongovernmental organizations,
and also includes some information not published elsewhere.
Important data on the industrial, social, and economic organi-
zation of the Nation sre brought together in one volumse to
serve as o convenient reference manual.

Not only does the Abstract provide a summary of statistical
information but it alsa serves as & guide to varicus sources of
statistical data. To this end avery table in the Abstract is
annotated as to its source. In addition, a bibliography of
sources of data, including refecences to sources not represented
in the Absiract, 18 also included in this velume.

If the information on & particular subjech presented in the
Abstract is not sufficiently detailed, the user can refer to the
publications of the agency responsible for the data. Frequently
the original source discusses the definitions and concepts used
and presents information for smaller arens or with additional
cross classtfications. Occasionrelly, the agency has still more
detailed information that can be made available from unpub-
lished records,

The Bureau of the Census seeks to improve both the form
and content of this volume continuously, and any suggestions,
remarks, or crificisms from those who use this book will be
appreciated.
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