
16. COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS 
( I N C L U D I N G P O S T A L S E R V I C E ) 

GENERAL NOTE.—This section covers public telephone systems and land (wire) commercial tele-
graph systems operated in continental United States and commercial cable and radiotelegraph systems 
operated by companies incorporated in United States. Also included are radio broadcasting systems 
operated by American-controlled interests in continental United States and outlying possessions. 

N o . 4 5 0 . — T E L E P H O N E S Y S T E M S — E Q U I P M E N T , T R A F F I C , E M P L O Y E E S , S A L A R I E S 
A N D W A G E S , R E V E N U E , A N D I N V E S T M E N T : 1 9 1 2 TO 1 9 3 7 

[All money figures in thousands of dollars] 

191» 1917 1922 1927 1932 1937 

ALL SYSTEMS 

Number of systems and lines 32, 233 53, 234 57, 253 60,148 1 55, 378 a 60, 660 
Miles of wire (thousands) 20, 248 28,827 37, 266 63,836 87, 678 « 90,831 
Number of central oflBces__. 3 n,515 3 21,175 3 19, 260 20, 227 19, 228 18, 967 
Number of telephones (thousands) 8. 730 11,717 14,347 18, 523 17, 424 « 19, 453 
Number of calls originating with systems 

« 19, 453 

reporting (millions) 0) 21,846 24, 648 31, 614 30,048 33, 618 
Number of employees G) 262, 629 312, 015 375, 272 334,085 333,162 
Salaries and wages G) 175, 670 352, 926 486, 597 458,117 516, 640 
Operating revenues G) 382,830 665, 568 1, 023, 574 1, 061, 530 1,180, 028 
Investment in plant and equipment 0 ) 1, 492, 329 2, 205,183 3, 548,875 4, 791, 903 a 6,001,803 

SYSTEMS REPORTING ANNUAL INCOME OF 
$6,000 OR MORE, 1912 AND 1917, AND 
THOSE REPORTING $10,000 OR MORE, 
1922-37 

Number of systems and lines.. 1,916 2,200 1,323 1,368 918 846 
Miles of wire, total (thousands^ 19,019 27,298 35, 503 62,277 86, 484 6 89, 671 

Underground 9,165 14,849 21, 440 39,893 55, 236 Q) 
Overhead 9,854 12, 449 14, 063 22, 384 31, 248 G) 

Number of central offices 11,515 12, 294 10, 666 11. 485 12, 724 12,639 
Number of telephones (thousands) 7, 327 9,954 12, 295 16, 713 16, 284 18, 291 
Number of calls originating with systems 

18, 291 

reporting, total (millions) 13, 736 19, 809 21,901 29,196 29, 100 32,932 
Local exchange 13, 395 19, 366 21, 235 28,109 (0 31,952 
Long distance or toll ___ 341 443 666 1,087 (0 980 

Number of employees.__ ___ 183. 361 244, 490 290, 333 356, 739 320, 763 319,950 
Salaries and wages 96,041 169,655 341, 538 475,840 451, 478 510, 695 
Operating revenues 244, 476 363, 832 637, 469 996, 912 1, 046, 392 1,167, 442 
Investment in plant and equipment 1, 081. 433 ],435, 912 2,129, 774 3, 475, 202 4, 734, 706 4,941, 286 

BELL SYSTEM (INCLUDED ABOVE) 

Miles of wire (thousands) 15,133 23,134 30, 614 56, 819 80, 586 81, 678 
Number of telephones (thousands) 5,087 7, 327 9,515 13, 726 13, 793 16, 332 
Number of originating calls (millions) 9,133 14, 598 16, 567 23, 693 

» 
26, 061 27,667 

SYSTEMS REPORTING ANNUAL INCOME OF 
LESS THAN $5,000, 1912 AND 1917, AND 
LESS THAN $10,000, 1922-37 

Number of systems and lines. 30, 317 61,034 55, 930 58, 780 43,910 i 49,714 
Miles of wire (thousands) 1, 229 1, 629 1,763 1,559 L 193 » 1, 260 
Number of telephones (thousands) 1,403 1, 763 2, 052 1,810 1,140 > 1,162 
Number of originating calls (millions) («) 2, 037 2,746 2, 418 948 686 

1 Includes 10,650 connecting lines for which separate reports were not secured; data for such lines, how-
ever, were included in reports of operating companies supplying switchboard service. 

s Includes data for connecting lines having fewer than 5 telephones per line, as follows: 11,759 lines; 29,000 
telephones; and estimated figures for other items as follows: 44,000 miles of single wire; and $1,600,000 in-
vestment in equipment. 

» Not reported for systems and lines having less than $5,000 annual income in 1912. For 1917 and 1922, 
figures represent number of systems and lines reporting central oflQces; actual number of central ofiices was 
probably slightly larger. 

* Not reported except for systems and lines with income of $5,000 or more. 
»Including assessments of mutual compa nies, and miscellaneous operating revenues. 
® 83,378,000 miles of wire in cable and 6,193.000 not in cable. 
' No data. 
• No comparable data available. 
Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; Census of Electrical Industries, report on 

Telephones and Telegraphs. Survey discontinued. 
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TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 4 1 3 

N o . 4 5 1 . — T E L E P H O N E S Y S T E M S — W I R E M I L E A G E , N U M B E R OF T E L E P H O N E S 
A N D C A L L S , A L L S Y S T E M S A N D L I N E S , B Y S T A T E S : 1 9 3 2 A N D 1 9 3 7 

DIVISION AND STATE 
MILES OF WIRE NUMBER OF TELEPHONES 

TELEPHONES 
PER 1,000 

POPULATION 1 

NUMBER OF 
ORIGINATING 

CALLS 
(MILLIONS) DIVISION AND STATE 

1932 1937 1927 1932 1937 1932 1937 1932 1937 

United States-_ 87, 677, 686 2 90, 787,172 18, 522,767 17,424,406 219,424, 200 139 150 30,048 33,618 

New England _ 7, 682, 588 7, 777, 976 1,548,931 1, 513,939 1,606,031 183 187 2,458 2, 676 
Maine - 517,144 513, 660 131,367 124, 372 128, 288 155 150 205 202 
New Hampshire—_ 288,990 293, 852 83,066 79, 506 83, 661 170 164 127 121 
Vermont 149,129 159, 203 60,793 58,133 57, 367 161 150 86 86 
Massachusetts. ._ 4,099, 247 4,162, 775 867, 888 832, 740 871,319 193 197 1,368 1,407 
Rhode Island 595, 303 608, 496 114,944 110,671 il7, 239 158 172 176 180 
Connecticut 2,032, 775 2,039,990 290, 873 308, 517 348,157 188 200 496 581 

Middle Atlantic 27,399, 025 27, 714, 601 4, 588, 211 4,613, 738 4, 874,183 172 177 6,905 7,273 
New York 15, 385, 557 15, 365, 969 2, 595, 537 2, 628, 537 2,712,329 204 209 4,000 4, 227 
New Jersey _ 4, 382, 769 4, 554, 521 599, 336 642, 830 698, 782 154 161 838 938 
Pennsylvania 7, 630, 699 7, 794, 111 1, 393, 338 1, 342, 366 1,463,072 138 144 2,067 2,108 

East North CentraL _ 21, 574,370 21,650,970 4, 589, 751 4, 034,931 4,608, 168 156 178 6, 504 7,248 
Ohio 5, 545, 857 5, 688, 439 ], 122, 036 978, 394 1,146,985 144 170 1,712 1,987 
Indiana 2, 223, 608 2, 286, 516 552, 249 444, 996 504, 568 136 145 863 893 
Illinois 7, 599, 337 7, 485, 744 1,685, 690 1,507, 222 1, 668, 777 193 212 2,206 2,388 
Michigan 4,263, 778 4, 246, 680 711,315 621, 958 759, 600 124 157 982 1,196 
Wisconsin 1,941,790 1, 943, 591 518, 461 482, 361 528, 238 162 181 741 784 

West North Central. . 7,641, 354 7, 794,619 2, 594, 081 2, 260, 985 2,372, 736 169 172 3,960 4,106 
Minnesota 1,610,192 1, 680, 935 487, 611 443, 682 499, 771 171 188 849 890 
Iowa . _ _ - 1, 310, 798 1,313, 255 565, 533 484, 879 514, 460 196 202 775 793 
Missouri 2, 620, 741 2, 683, 699 657, 946 592,153 616,177 162 154 1,157 1,207 
North Dakota 161, 225 175, 277 86,198 69, 241 72,007 101 102 143 111 
South Dakota 177, 521 188, 286 107, 641 88, 798 85, 900 127 124 119 119 
Nebraska . _ 736,632 727, 487 295, 274 247, 551 242, 143 178 178 367 418 
Kansas 1, 024, 245 1,025, 680 393, 878 334,681 342, 277 176 184 550 669 

South Atlantic 5, 760, 130 6, 674, 717 1, 262, 222 1, 250, 882 1, 554,122 78 90 2,430 8,161 
Delaware 210, 300 245, 518 28, 901 32,537 41, 225 135 158 58 71 
Maryland 1,076, 460 1,197, 769 197,135 212,014 250, 619 128 149 317 368 
Dist. of Columbia. 675, 044 840, 674 144,985 180, 785 226, 957 366 362 235 305 
Virginia 876,681 1,028,179 183, 698 196,956 237, 941 81 88 420 610 
West Virginia 445, 781 462, 646 146,677 134,150 155,873 76 84 243 291 
North Carolina 706, 829 772,503 160,507 143, 710 179,161 44 51 321 492 
South Carolina 290, 599 335,114 64, 616 57, 215 71, 459 33 38 148 187 
Georgia 772,176 888,121 173, 410 151, 264 194, 291 52 63 416 555 
Florida 706, 360 904,193 162,293 142, 251 196, 596 92 118 273 382 

East South CentraL 2, 587, 978 2, 778,524 644, 270 547, 440 633, 969 55 59 1,401 1,630 
Kentucky 863, 293 951, 738 222, 735 191,236 208,199 72 71 407 430 
Tennessee... _ __ 850, 951 922, 755 220, 559 192, 983 227, 253 73 79 539 652 
Alabama 580, 087 590,061 121,115 100,813 125, 292 37 43 282 367 
Mississippi-. 293, 647 313, 970 79, 861 62, 408 73, 225 31 36 173 191 

West South Central— 5, 028, 077 5, 897, 748 1,149, 357 1,002, 389 1, 194, 910 81 98 % 591 3,091 
Arkansas 366, 944 360,189 118,178 86, 676 93, 421 46 46 193 210 
Louisiana 694, 367 760, 503 137, 610 132, 735 166,130 62 78 392 495 
Oklahoma 1,173,051 1, 249, 638 278,912 241, 453 280, 937 99 110 571 656 
Texas 2, 793, 715 3.027, 418 614, 657 541, 525 654, 422 90 106 1, 435 1,730 

Mountain 1, 640, 855 1, 796, 089 456, 198 446, 492 529, 207 119 140 802 968 
Montana. 181, 485 190,152 59, 238 55, 361 65, 817 103 122 96 114 
Idaho 134, 096 146, 380 54, 822 49, 201 61,927 110 126 93 116 
Wyoming 85, 233 89, 402 28, 049 28, 346 32,320 123 138 49 59 
Colorado... . — 717, 589 773, 792 183, 250 179,063 201, 384 171 188 300 344 
New Mexico 84, 722 109,863 21, 580 23,100 31,071 53 74 43 60 
Arizona —_ 158, 261 180, 443 33,194 36,064 47, 405 80 115 68 93 
Utah 231,113 254, 367 63,106 60,082 71, 589 116 138 130 155 
Nevada 48, 356 51, 690 12, 959 15, 275 17, 694 164 175 23 28 

Pacific 8, 868, 209 9, 201, 928 1, 689, 746 1, 753,615 2,050, 875 205 232 2,997 3, 665 
Washington.. . 1,029, 949 1,060, 423 299,109 276,530 314, 953 174 190 560 603 
Oregon 599, 201 638, 654 185,171 166, 639 180, 501 170 176 307 330 
California 6, 734, 059 7, 502, 851 1, 205,466 1, 310, 446 1, 555, 421 219 253 2,130 2,632 

1 Based on population estimates as of Jan. 1, 1933, and July 1, 1937. 
J Does not include 44,000 miles of single wire and 29,000 telephones on 11,759 connecting lines having 

fewer than 5 telephones per line. 
Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; Census of Electrical Industries, report on 

Telephones and Telegraphs. Survey discontinued. 



4 1 4 COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS 

N o . 4 5 2 . — T E L E P H O N E S Y S T E M S — S E L E C T E D D A T A OF C L A S S A A N D C L A S S B 
C A R R I E R S , BY S T A T E S A N D O T H E R A R E A S : 1 9 4 2 

[Data are for year ended Dec. 3L Class A carriers are those having average annual operating revenues 
exceeding $100,000; Class B, those exceeding $50,000 but not more than $100,000] 

STATE AND OTHER AREA 
Miles of 
wire in 
cable 

Miles of 
aerial 
wire 

Central 
offices 

AVERAGE NUMBER 
OF CALLS PER 

MONTH 
(thousands) i 

TELEPHONES 
Taxes 
(thou-STATE AND OTHER AREA 

Miles of 
wire in 
cable 

Miles of 
aerial 
wire 

Central 
offices 

Local Toll Business Residen-
tial 

sands) ^ 

Grand total 97, 896, 753 4, 517, 815 8,943 3,227,609 103, 560 7, 669, 677 14,071, 664 $337, 286 

States, total 97, 725,118 4, 498, 442 8,909 3,218,223 103,281 7, 649, 255 14,040, 822 123, 804 
Alabama 731,862. 87,341 93 43,259 734 59, 740 107,491 726 
Arizona 208, 725 51,923 39 11,471 282 28,300 39,217 435 
Arkansas 357,146 69,040 92 20, 669 492 40,381 59,918 536 
California 8,941,150 220,040 600 239,976 12, 526 661, 598 1,172,901 10, 787 
Colorado 750,870 107, 878 173 34, 802 847 82, 807 152, 588 1,093 

Connecticut 2,316, 347 34,968 97 59,165 3, 488 147, 657 318, 429 1,350 
Delaware 343,028 5, 415 27 8,882 373 22,024 40, 547 127 
District of Columbia.. 1, 409,747 23 41,917 633 182,410 175,349 1,026 
Florida 9G4, 663 83,281 75 33,417 702 85,492 100,940 1,053 
Georgia . . . . . . . . 1,095, 644 120,829 138 64, 589 810 92,636 169,053 1,133 
Idaho 114,930 52,334 86 10,734 230 23,698 43, 529 349 
Illinois 7, 548,930 127, 759 307 204,678 8,714 614,282 1,087, 577 12,844 
Indiana 2, 275,170 151,243 255 84,997 1,994 146, 272 366, 621 2,404 
Iowa.. 1,089,661 146, 261 192 52, 328 937 84, 516 222, 876 979 
Kansas 897, 582 163,497 240 43,217 746 79,936 197, 651 1,115 

Kentucky 870,829 92,896 168 39,032 648 60,256 137,745 878 
Louisiana. 996,079 96,103 121 62,382 772 89,232 159,179 1,651 
Maine 505, 439 63, 414 136 17,982 755 39, 584 92, 645 519 
Maryland 1,687, 888 58, 638 162 42, 962 1,595 118, 455 252, 788 2,172 

3,964 Massachusetts 4, 528,130 56,118 291 131,987 5, 836 333, 207 695,779 
2,172 
3,964 

Michigan 4,852, 498 147,943 390 152,487 2,915 317, 768 764, 652 4,192 
Minnesota 1,631,681 125, 392 192 76, 765 1,091 129, 508 309, 464 1, 720 
Mississippi 337,056 87, 207 147 23, 717 578 41,179 59, 596 919 
Missouri 2,857, 796 147,466 290 106,078 1, 481 195, 540 394, 488 2, 462 
Montana 140,666 56, 499 88 10,315 152 25, 222 44, 400 346 

Nebraska 680, 372 130, 305 270 34, 561 487 61, 895 137, 937 877 
Nevada.. . 111, 276 30,445 22 2, 239 58 6, 552 9,734 165 
New Hampshire 306, 859 46,201 105 10, 815 580 25, 749 68, 707 357 
New Jersey 4,954, 842 46,158 218 93, 469 10, 637 305,014 578, 717 6,965 
New Mexico... . 108,645 42,212 48 7, 702 130 19, 578 23, 828 203 
New York 15, 388,099 188, 590 666 366,268 14, 733 1,343, 230 1, 675,220 31,203 
North Carolina 821,005 103,975 161 42, 722 948 71, 533 119,788 1,567 
North Dakota 99, 503 44, 879 103 9, 324 133 18,187 29,142 240 
Ohio 6,152,139 159, 656 366 189, 603 2,940 365,444 896, 817 5, 775 
Oklahoma 1,257, 485 117, 396 188 53, 483 852 92,940 167, 293 1,416 
Oregon 732, 613 66,789 144 33, 565 823 75,891 128, 593 1,056 
Pennsylvania 8,155,732 124,932 494 211,149 10,907 572,757 1,132, 726 4,498 
Rhode Island 660,933 9, 934 33 18,154 1,140 50, 939 98, 844 759 
South Carolina 386,917 67,243 63 20,457 423 33,082 53,059 655 
South Dakota 112, 432 60,056 131 9,355 161 20,074 40,724 278 
Tennessee 1,178, 840 120,854 195 79, 587 787 96,175 204, 867 1, 550 
Texas . . . . . 3,460, 309 311, 795 516 179, 577 2,422 283, 671 492, 098 4,090 
Utah 324, 398 39,112 59 18, 451. 431 32, 791 65,195 502 
Vermont- . . . 127, 275 38,999 82 6, 602 336 14,867 38, 316 136 
Virginia 1, 582, 636 95, 344 149 55,067 1, 503 111, 488 211,903 1,181 
Washington 1,208,150 105,278 192 60, 774 1,402 130, 750 254,700 2, 454 
West Virginia... 550,779 50.063 114 31, 431 838 58,635 120, 578 774 
Wisconsin - 1,702, 671 109, 771 125 60,063 1,193 

88 
143,050 303, 398 2,065 

Wyoming 177, 691 34,970 43 5, 998 
1,193 

88 13,263 23, 215 165 
Undistributed 96 

U. S. Government 213, 268 
1 
7 

206 

Canada, Dominion of.__ 
Cuba, Republic of -

423 
421 

170, 791 

3,739 
213, 268 

1 
7 

206 

Canada, Dominion of.__ 
Cuba, Republic of -

423 
421 

170, 791 

3,739 
213, 268 

1 
7 

206 Hawaii, Territory of 

423 
421 

170, 791 15, 634 34 9,386 279 20,422 30, 842 

213, 268 
1 
7 

206 

1 Represents estimates submitted by reporting carriers. 
2 Excludes amounts of excise taxes collected by telephone carriers from persons using telephone services. 
Source: Federal Communications Commission; Statistics of the Communications Industry in theU. S., 

1942. 



TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 4 1 5 

N o . 4 5 3 . — T E L E P H O N E S - — N U M B E R A N D W I R E M I L E A G E I N A L L S Y S T E M S , A N D 
N U M B E R OF T E L E P H O N E S I N T H E B E L L S Y S T E M : 1 8 9 5 TO 1 9 4 2 

1895 
1900 
1905 
1910 
1915 
192 0 
192 1 
192 2 
192 3 
192 4 
192 5 
192 6 
192 7 
192 8 

Total tele-
phones 1 

339, 500 
1,355,900 
4,126,900 
7, 635, 400 

10, 523, 500 
13, 329, 400 
13,875, 200 

314,347,395 
15, 369, 500 
16,072, 800 
16, 935,900 
17, 746, 000 

318, 522, 767 
19, 341, 000 

Total miles 
of wire 

722, 000 
2,807. 000 
8,470, 000 

16,937, 000 
24, 792, 000 
32, 000, 000 
34, 000, 000 
337,265, 958 
41,400, 000 
46, 500, 000 
52, 200, 000 
57, 960,000 

3 63, 836,182 
69,130,000 

Telephones 
in Bell 

System a 

309,502 
855,911 

2, 530,924 
5,882,719 
9,172, 495 

12, 601, 935 
13, 380, 219 
13,915, 379 
15, 000,101 
15, 822, 934 
16, 720, 224 
17, 574, 252 
18, 365, 000 
19,197, COO 

192 9 
193 0 
193 1 
193 2 
193 3 
193 4 
193 5 
193 6 
193 7 
193 8 
193 9 
194 0 
194 1 
194 2 

Total tele-
phones 1 

20,068,000 
20, 201, 000 
19, 690, 000 

317, 424, 406 
16, 711, 000 
16, 869,000 

n7,424, 000 
ns, 433, 000 
3 419,453,401 
419,953,000 
4 20, 831,000 
4 21,928, 000 
4 23.521,000 
4 24, 919,000 

Total miles 
of wire 1 

76,460,000 
83,110, 000 
86,100, 000 

387, 677, 586 
87,000, 000 
86,800, 000 
87, 200, 000 
88,100, 000 

3 90, 831,421 
92, 850,000 
95,150, 000 
99, 250, 000 

105, 550,000 
108, 300,000 

Telephones 
in Bell 

System » 

19,958, 000 
20,098, 000 
19, 596, 000 
17, 341, 000 
16, 635,000 

4 16,797, 000 
4 17, 354,000 
4 18, 362,000 
4 19, 385,000 
4 19. 885,000 
4 20, 764, 000 
4 21,861,000 
4 23, 451, 000 
4 24, 853, 000 

1 Partly estimated, except as indicated. 
2 Bell-owned and Bell-connecting (owned by other companies). 
3 From Bureau cf the Census. 
4 Excludes 80,000 Bell private-line telephones in 1934, 79,000 in 1935, 81,000 in 1936, 82,000 in 1937, 

80,000 in 1938, 77,500 in 1939, 76,500 in 1940, 81,000 in 1941; and 91,000 in 1942. Prior to 1934 private-line 
telephones were included. 

Source: American Telephone & Telegraph Co., New York, N. Y.; Annual Report and records. 

N o . 4 5 4 . ' — A M E R I C A N T E L E P H O N E & T E L E G R A P H C O . A N D P R I N C I P A L T E L E -
P H O N E S U B S I D I A R I E S ( B E L L T E L E P H O N E S Y S T E M ) — S U M M A R Y : 1 9 2 5 TO 1 9 4 2 

[Figures are as of December 31] 

1925 1930 1935 1940 1941 1943 

Telephones (thousands) ___ 11,910 15,187 13, 573 17, 484 18,841 20,013 
Central oflBces (number) 6,147 6,639 6,896 7, 052 7,128 7,204 
Miles of pole line 394, 529 428, 212 407, 454 399, 838 407,190 413, 030 

Miles of wire, total (thousands) 44, 943 74,124 78, 626 89, 306 95,127 97, 627 
In underground cable 27, 769 45,116 47,639 54, 339 58, 012 59, 614 
In aerial cable 12,835 23,777 26,425 30, 307 32,187 33,088 
Open wire __ _ _ ___ 4, 339 5, 231 4, 562 4, 660 4,838 4, 925 

Percent total wire mileage in cable.. . 90.3 92.9 94.2 94.8 94.8 95.0 
Average daily telephone conversa-

tions, total (thousands) 
Average daily telephone conversa-

tions, total (thousands) 50,141 64,034 60, 290 79, 303 84, 692 86, 893 
Local 48,051 61,150 58,066 76, 560 81, 576 83,466 
Toll and long distance 2,090 2,884 2, 224 2,743 3,116 3, 427 

Total plant (thousand dollars) 2, 566,809 4,028,836 4,187, 790 4, 747, 674 5, 047,880 5, 296, 658 
Employees (number) 292, 902 318,119 241,169 275, 317 313, 647 327,107 

Source: American Telephone & Telegraph Co., New York, N. Y.; Annual Report. 



416 C O M M U N I C A T I O N S Y S T E M S 

N o . 4 5 5 . — T E L E P H O N E SYSTEMS—SUMMARY, CLASS A CARRIERS: 1 9 2 6 TO 1 9 4 2 

NOTE.—Figures cover Class A telephone carriers which reported for 1942. Class A carriers are those car-
riers whose average annual operating revenues exceeded $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 . The gross operating revenues of Class 
A carriers (excluding intercorporate duplications of the Bell System) reporting in 1937 represented ap-
proxi;nately 94 percent of the revenues of all telephone carriers as reported for the Census of Electrical 
Industries for that year. (See table 450.) The figures include data for carriers consolidated and merged 
prior to 1942, so far as annual data are available. Intercorporate duplications have not been excluded, 
but data for 1942 excluding such duplications are shown in italics below. 

Invest-
ment in 

telephone 
plant 

Operating 
revenues 

Thousands of dollars 

Oper-
ating 
ratio 
(per-

cent) 1 

Net 
oper-
ating 

income 

Net 
income 

Divi-
dends 

declared 

Thousands of dollars 

Miles 
of wire 
(thou-

sands) 2 

Num-
ber of 
tele-

phones 
(thou-
sands) 

E M P L O Y E E S 

Num-
ber on 
Dec. 31 

Total 
compen-
sation 
(thou-

sands of 
dollars)» 

1 9 2 6 - _ 
1 9 2 7 _ . _ 
1 9 2 8 - . -
1929 
1 9 3 0 . . . 
1 9 3 1 . . . 
1 9 3 2 . . . 
1 9 3 3 4 . . 
1 9 3 4 . . . 
1 9 3 5 - . -
1 9 3 6 . . _ 
1937 4 . . 
1 9 3 8 - . . 
1 9 3 9 . _ _ 
1 9 4 0 . . . 
194 1 
194 2 

2, 980, 9 0 3 
3, 222, 699 
3, 489, 2 4 3 
3 , 8 7 0 , 882 
4, 2 2 7 , 3 8 9 
4, 3 9 5 , 4 8 7 
4, 434, 5 3 3 
4, 443, 977 
4, 453, 274 
4, 471, 329 
4, 548, 2 2 6 
4, 687, 210 
4, 796, 3 4 8 
4, 904, 334 
5 , 0 7 0 , 788 
5, 388, 8 3 4 
5, 647, 741 
5, 6 4 7 , 7 4 1 

881, 540 
950, 371 

1 , 0 3 4 , 444 
1 , 1 3 5 , 219 
1 , 1 6 9 , 0 4 5 
1 , 1 3 9 , 0 1 4 
1 , 0 1 2 , 916 

9 3 4 , 9 7 1 
946, 3 9 1 
998, 870 

1 , 0 7 8 , 340 
1 , 1 4 0 , 0 0 3 
1 , 1 4 2 , 707 
1, 200, 4 4 2 
1, 272, 571 
1, 406, 721 
1, 5 8 9 , 1 7 2 
1,545,210 

67. 0 0 
67. 20 
66. 94 
67. 6 2 
6 8 . 9 0 
67. 59 
68. 26 
7 1 . 4 3 
70. 44 
70. 44 
67. 0 7 
68.06 
68. 7 8 
66. 9 3 
6 6 . 1 3 
65. 21 
64. 24 
63.22 

212,066 
2 2 6 , 1 4 0 
250, 464 
272, 9 0 6 
264, 2 8 8 
2 6 5 , 9 0 9 
2 1 8 , 4 3 1 
1 7 8 , 9 1 9 
186, 916 
196, 0 9 6 
233, 586 
2 2 1 , 8 1 4 
204, 700 
2 3 3 , 1 0 7 
237, 380 
245, 8 9 8 
2 3 1 , 1 2 4 
231,124 

2 4 7 , 8 0 4 
314, 677 
3 0 9 , 1 7 7 
347, 0 2 9 
341, 739 
3 4 8 , 1 5 6 
2 8 9 , 4 0 1 
2 6 7 , 1 2 9 
251, 8 3 2 
278, 661 
362, 836 
3 6 4 , 0 7 2 
3 2 4 , 0 4 1 
367, 368 
3 8 5 , 8 0 2 
369, 360 
329, 704 
177,958 

1 9 0 , 0 7 9 
2 1 1 , 3 9 6 
234, 6 2 8 
258, 871 
294, 337 
3 3 4 , 0 3 8 
336, 381 
321, 910 
3 0 8 , 8 6 6 
314, 644 
347, 037 
352, 273 
3 3 8 , 6 4 2 
346, 454 
3 4 9 , 6 5 1 
343, 932 
333, 903 
182,157 

54, 5 3 7 
60, 517 
65, 939 
73, 771 
80, 6 5 5 
84, 4 2 3 
8 6 , 0 0 5 
82. 3 4 2 
82, 216 
82, 571 
83, 3 3 6 
85, 605 
87, 566 
89, 739 
93, 681 
99, 773 

102, 350 
~\350 

14, 4 1 0 
15, 2 3 2 
16, 0 7 8 
1 7 , 0 2 3 
1 7 , 1 3 6 
16, 8 3 8 
1 5 , 0 2 1 
14, 334 
14, 6 5 8 
1 5 , 1 5 5 
16, 0 8 4 
17, 0 3 3 
17, 4 8 5 
18, 306 
19, 3 3 3 
2 0 , 8 3 5 
22,160 

3 2 3 , 1 6 9 
3 2 8 , 4 8 8 
350, 6 9 7 
387, 7 2 9 
3 4 7 , 0 4 6 
315 . 4 8 0 
2 8 5 , 1 5 3 
267 , 8 1 9 
268 , 3 9 6 
265 , 6 5 1 
281, 826 
295, 7 2 7 
286, 4 8 6 
286, 8 5 6 
304, 561 
3 4 4 , 9 1 4 
3 5 9 , 4 3 3 

4 3 2 , 1 7 9 
451 , 207 
488 , 504 
5 5 0 , 1 7 6 
5 5 5 , 9 0 4 
503, 950 
430, 4 4 3 
3 7 0 , 0 3 7 
3 8 6 , 6 6 4 
4 0 2 , 8 0 7 
4 3 4 , 1 5 9 
489, 677 
502, 780 
5 1 1 , 4 5 6 
5 3 7 , 1 1 9 
602, 932 
670, 239 

1 Ratio of operating expenses to operating revenues. 
2 The decrease reflected in data shown for the year 1933 is due mainly to the fact that prior to that year 

the total of wire jointly owned with other companies was included, whereas from 1933 on, only the respond-
ents' portion of jointly owned wire was included. 

3 Data for 1926 through 1932 include estimates. 
4 In comparing figures in this table, consideration should be given to the minor effect of the revisions of 

the Uniform System of Accounts, effective Jan. 1,1933, and Jan. 1,1937, resulting in certain changes in and 
rearrangements of both the balance sheet and the income statement. 

« Excluding intercorporate duplications. 
Source: Federal Communications Commission; Statistics of the Communications Industry in the U. S., 

1 9 4 2 . 

N o . 456.—RADIOTELEPHONES—SUMMARY : 1 9 3 7 

NOTE.—Figures cover all companies and systems licensed by the United States to engage in the reception 
and transmission of commercial radiotelephone communications. No data are included for radiotele-

Ehone stations such as amateur, experimental. Federal, police, fire, etc., which were not licensed to charge 
ies for receiving or sending calls. The survey covered U. S. licensees in the United States, Alaska, 

Hawaii, and Puerto Rico, as well as those operating ship stations. 

Number of companies or systems 
Number of stations (as of Dec. 31) 
Operating revenues applicable to the radio link (dollars) 
Revenue calls, total number . 

Foreign trafiBc of the U. S. (calls subject to overseas regulations) 
Ship traflac of the U. S. (calls subject to overseas, coastal, and harbor regulations) 
Other traffic—Within the United States;2 within Alaska;2 within Hawaii;2 within Puerto 

Rico;2 Hawaii and Puerto Rico with other countries except continental U. S.; and 
Alaska with ships 

27 
132 

1 , 2 1 2 , 0 7 3 
147, 596 

1 5 2 , 5 0 7 

1 Calls originating, terminating, or relayed in the United States. 
2 Originating calls only. 
Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; Census of Electrical Industries, report on 

Telephones and Telegraphs. Survey discontinued. 



TELEGRAPH AND RADIOTELEGRAPH CARRIERS 4 1 7 

N o . 4 : 5 7 . ^ — W I R E - T E L E G R A P H CARRIERS (LAND L I N E AND OCEAN C A B L E ) — 
SUMMARY: 1 9 2 6 TO 1 9 4 2 

NOTE.—Figures show development of carriers having average annual operating revenues exceeding $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 
which reported for 1942. Carriers consolidated or merged during the period 1926 to 1942 and for which 
annual data are available are included. Intercorporate duplications have not been excluded. 

Invest-
ment 

in 
plant 
and 

equip-

Operat-
ing 

reve-
nues 

Thousands of 
dollars 

Operat-
ing 

ratio 
(per-

cent)! 

Opera-
ting 
in-

come 

Net 
in-

come 

Divi-
dends 

de-
clared 

Miles 
of 

wire 
(thou-

sands) 

Thousands of dollars 

Num-
ber of 

revenue 
mes-
sages 
trans-
mitted 
(thou-

sands) 2 

EMPLOYEES 

Num-
ber 

June 
30 

Total 
com-

pensa-
tion 

(thou-
sands of 
dollars) 3 

192 6 
192 7 
192 8 
192 9 
193 0 
193 1 
193 2 
193 3 
193 4 
193 5 
193 6 
193 7 
193 8 
193 9 
194 0 
194 1 
194 2 
Western Union Tele-

graph Co.: 
1942 

Postal Telegraph, Inc.: 
1942 

392,919 
413, 007 
428, 480 
440, 977 
485, 563 
497, 296 
499,487 
500,634 
501, 239 
500, 625 
501, 487 
503, 732 
505,070 
502,118 
483,977 
486, 845 
489, 768 

340, 485 

68,615 

180,125 
177,429 
185, 002 
196, 280 
176, 544 
148, 417 
114, ' 
114,265 
118,958 
122,108 
132, 587 
135, 454 
123, 249 
128, 214 
131, 528 
149,316 
167, 765 

132,084 

22,490 

80 78 
80.10 
80. 55 
81. 
85. 55 
87. 34 
89.70 
84. 59 
86. 33 
83.91 
82.86 
86. 58 
90 17 
87. 58 
87.64 
84. 34 
83.18 

79. 

112.03 

27,065 
27,682 
28,624 
29, 54' 
19,770 
13,860 
6,678 

12, 270 
11,031 
14,435 
16,822 
10, 749 
4,282 
7, 
7, 753 

11, 838 
13, 502 

14, 919 

* 3, 797 

22,961 
23,179 
24,029 
25,400 
13,248 
5, 503 

4, Ó28 
1,029 
4,223 
6, 918 
1,302 

45, ill 
4 2,302 
1,720 
6,112 
6,859 

9, 354 

14, 
14, 344 
15,016 
22, 312 
23, 664 
11, 652 
4, 4^6 
2,800 
1,781 
4, 
1,834 
3, • • 

248 
323 

2, 033 
2,811 
2,157 

2,090 

2,107 
2, 230 
2, 337 
2,385 
2.405 
2,373 
2, 361 
2,367 
2,377 
2,376 
2,401 
2,404 
2.406 
2,412 
2, 401 
2,411 
2, 413 

1,941 

397 

231, 381 
230,169 
239,981 
251,074 
226, 860 
194, 799 
154, 795 
154,1 
168,300 
174, 325 
191, 739 
200, 435 
185,688 
188,493 
190,103 
209,148 
221, 702 

183,625 

33, 945 

87, 056 
83, 514 
85, 225 
94,891 
92, 655 
79,429 
67,006 
64, ' ' 
68, 483 
66,044 
69,874 
73, 277 
63,311 
61, 695 
63,138 
70,107 
70,120 

53,032 

16,065 

110, 796 
106, 244 
110,680 
124,066 
118,651 
98,487 
73,167 
67,346 
77, 741 
72,108 
78, 418 
85,153 
77,378 
78,396 
81, 495 
90,942 

100,056 

78, 708 

16,314 

1 Ratio of operating expenses to operating revenues. 
2 Includes estimates by reporting carriers. Stock and commercial news traffic and telephone toll mes-

sages are excluded. Mobile and foreign messages, domestic haul, are excluded to avoid duplication, 
3 Data for 1926 through 1933 include estimates by reporting carriers. 
^ Deficit or other reverse item. 
Source: Federal Communications Commission; Statistics of the Communications Industry in the U. S., 

1942. 

N O . 4 6 8 . — R A D I O T E L E G R A P H C A R R I E R S — S U M M A R Y : 1 9 2 6 TO 1 9 4 2 

NOTE.—All money figures in thousands of dollars. Figures show development of carriers having aver-
age annual operating revenues exceeding $50,000 which reported for 1942. Intercorporate duplications, 
if any, have not been excluded. 

1926 1930 1935 1939 19401 19411 1 9 4 2 1 

Investment in plant and equipment 
Operating revenues^ 
Operating expenses including depreciation 
Operating ratio (percent)3 
Operating taxes 
Operating income« 
Net income transferred to earned surplus 
Dividends declared 
Revenue messages transmitted (thousands)«. 
Number of employees on June 30 
Total compensation for year 

15,800 
5,478 
4, 456 
8L 34 

1, 010 
(') 
(') 
3, 585 
1, 266 

« 2, 211 

25,930 
7,060 
6,964 
98. 64 

185 
72 

5,151 
2,119 

93,: 

30, 911 
8,335 
7,943 
95. 30 

210 

7 1, 400 
6, 619 
2,740 
4,107 

32,130 
12,100 
9, 257 
76.50 

771 
1,959 
1,373 

97 
9, 425 
3,203 
5, 739 

30, 886 
13, 811 
10, 025 
72. 59 
1, 618 
3, r ~ 
2,025 

838 
8,952 
3, 407 
6,207 

30, 314 
15, 726 
11,011 
70 02 
2, 376 
3, 751 
1,646 
2,452 
9,077 
3, 708 
7,134 

28, 343 
12, 605 
9, 478 
75.19 
3, 384 
2,612 

708 
2, 069 
5,008 
3, 023 
6, 993 

1 In comparing data for 1940-42 with prior years, consideration should be given to changes in reporting 
requirements due to the uniform system of accounts effective Jan. 1, 1940. 

2 Includes substantial amounts derived from miscellaneous sales, rentals, service fees, etc., reported as 
nontransmission revenues by certain carriers. 

3 Ratio of operating expenses to operating revenues. ^ Data not available 
5 Beginning 1940, figures are before deduction of income taxes. 
6 Deficit. 
7 Includes $400,000 charged to surplus arising from reduction of capital stock. 
8 Includes data estimated by reporting carriers. »Includes estimated data. 
Source: Federal Communications Commission; Statistics of the Communications Industry in the U. S., 

1942. 



4 1 8 COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS 

N o . 4 6 9 . ^ — W E S T E R N U N I O N TELEGRAPH C O . — L I N E AND W I R E MILEAGE, 
OFFICES, AND F I N A N C E S : 1 8 6 7 TO 1 9 4 2 

YEAR E N D E D — 
Miles of 
pole line 
and cable 

Miles of 
wire 

Number 
of oflBces Receipts Expenses Net income 1 

June 30— 
1867_„ 
1870... 
1875... 
1880.. . 
1885... 
1890... 
1895... 
1900... 
1905... 
1910-_. 

Dec. 31— 
1915... 
1920... 
1923... 
1924... 
1925... 
1926... 
1927... 
1928... 
1929_-. 
1930... 
1931... 
1932... 
1933__. 
1934... 
1935... 
1936... 
1937-.. 
1938--. 
1939--
1940-.. 
1941.. 
1942-. 

46, 270 
54,109 
72,833 
85, 645 

147, 500 
183,917 
189, 714 
192, 705 
200, 224 
214, 360 

238,940 
246, 214 
244,001 
^46, 742 
246, 307 
249,916 
251, 756 
255,088 
256,044 
256, 763 
258, 652 
258,020 
257, 274 
255, 781 
254, 691 
253, 745 
253, 367 
252, 258 
250, 563 
249,343 
248,645 
247, 509 

85, 291 
112,191 
179, 496 
233, 534 
462, 283 
678,997 
802, 651 
933,153 

1,184, 557 
1,429,049 

1, 610, 709 
1, 449, 710 
1, 557, 399 
1, 593,963 
1, 635, 236 
1, 668, 293 
1,783,140 
1, 889, 632 
1,934,020 
1,948,938 
1,913, 485 
1,899,174 
1,902, 327 
1, 902, 799 
1,905,858 
1, 908, 915 
1, 913, 452 
1, 914, 499 
1, 913, 300 
1,914,615 
1,928, 768 
1,941,411 

2, 565 
3,972 
6,565 
9,077 

14,184 
19,382 
21, 360 
22, 900 
23,814 
24,825 

25,142 
24,881 
24, 678 
24, 478 
24, 428 
24,688 
24,765 
24,842 
25,061 
24, 298 
23,490 
21,950 
21, 261 
21, 078 
20,964 
20,968 
20,445 
20, 025 
19,543 
19,140 
19,025 
18,677 

Dollars 
6, 568,925 
7,138, 738 
9, 564, 575 

12, 782,895 
17, 706, 834 
22, 387,029 
22, 218, 019 
24, 758, 570 
29, 033, 635 
33, 889, 202 

52,475, 721 
121. 473, 685 
113, 628, 470 
115, 235, 563 
129,151, 617 
136,406, 026 
134,460,816 
139,387,321 
148, 449,854 
133, 235, 751 
110, 547, 245 
84, 581,963 
84,993,425 
88, 757, 205 
91, 389, 312 

100,036, 603 
102,076, 710 
93, 241, 467 
97,178,917 

101,277, 546 
115, 523, 473 
133, 548, 642 

Dollars 
3,944,006 
4,910, 772 
6,335,416 
6,948,957 

12, 005,910 
15,074,304 
16,076, 630 
18, 593, 206 
21,845, 570 
26, 614, 302 

40,972, 541 
108,134.041 
99,982,165 

101,815, 734 
112, 861, 832 
121,098, 832 
119, 328, 218 
123,817, 517 
132,872, 815 
123,987, 519 
104, 572, 745 
85,412, 568 
80, 628, 543 
86,514,121 
86,131, 234 
92, 837, 483 
98,750,941 
94,879, 346 
95,798,803 
97,655,966 

108,157,233 
124,194, 200 

Dollars 
2,624,920 
2, 227,966 
3,229,168 
5,833,938 
5,700,924 
7, 312, 725 
6,141, 389 
6,165, 364 
7,188,065 
7,274,900 

11, 503,180 
13, 339. 644 
13, 646, 305 
13,419,829 
16, 289, 785 
15, 307,194 
15,132, 598 
15, 569,804 
15, 577,039 
9, 248, 232 
5,974, 500 
« 8S0, 605 

4, 364,882 
2, 243,084 
5, 258, 078 
7,199,120 
3, 325, 769 

2 1, 637, 879 
1, 380,114 
3, 621, 581 
7, 366, 240 
9, 354,442 

1 Figures for 1915 and prior years represent net income before bond interest. 
Source: Western Union Telegraph Co., New York, N. Y.; Annual Report. 

J Deficit. 

N o . 4 6 0 . ^ — S T A N D A R D BROADCAST STATIONS AND N E T W O R K S : 1 9 4 2 

NOTE.—The totaL number of licenses for standard broadcast stations and permits for new stations out-
standing on Dec. 31, 1942, was 917. No data for the following are included in the summary below: 36 
noncommercial stations; 14 extraterritorial stations; 9 stations filing incomplete reports; 7 construction 
permits for new stations. 

I T E M Total 
851 com-
mercial 
stations 

3 major and 
6 regional 
networks 

Employees in service Dec. 31, 1942 
Compensation for the year.- . _. _ _ 
Investment in tangible property devoted exclusively to broad-

cast service - _ - - - _ 

29, 588 
$72, Oil, 233 

46,399, 909 

190,147,052 
178,839,499 
134, 207, 261 
44, 632, 238 

24,259 
$56,846,385 

1 40,869,026 

138, 765, 554 
134, 393, 822 
101,455,669 
32, 938,153 

5,329 
$15,164,848 

3 5,530,883 

51,381,498 
44,445,677 
32, 751, 592 
11,694,085 

Revenues from time sales by networks and stations to adver-
tisers and sponsors, including division of revenues from net-
work time sales between networks and participating stations 
(before commissions) 

29, 588 
$72, Oil, 233 

46,399, 909 

190,147,052 
178,839,499 
134, 207, 261 
44, 632, 238 

24,259 
$56,846,385 

1 40,869,026 

138, 765, 554 
134, 393, 822 
101,455,669 
32, 938,153 

5,329 
$15,164,848 

3 5,530,883 

51,381,498 
44,445,677 
32, 751, 592 
11,694,085 

Broadcast revenues 3 

29, 588 
$72, Oil, 233 

46,399, 909 

190,147,052 
178,839,499 
134, 207, 261 
44, 632, 238 

24,259 
$56,846,385 

1 40,869,026 

138, 765, 554 
134, 393, 822 
101,455,669 
32, 938,153 

5,329 
$15,164,848 

3 5,530,883 

51,381,498 
44,445,677 
32, 751, 592 
11,694,085 

Broadcast expenses 

29, 588 
$72, Oil, 233 

46,399, 909 

190,147,052 
178,839,499 
134, 207, 261 
44, 632, 238 

24,259 
$56,846,385 

1 40,869,026 

138, 765, 554 
134, 393, 822 
101,455,669 
32, 938,153 

5,329 
$15,164,848 

3 5,530,883 

51,381,498 
44,445,677 
32, 751, 592 
11,694,085 Broadcast service income- . . . . . 

29, 588 
$72, Oil, 233 

46,399, 909 

190,147,052 
178,839,499 
134, 207, 261 
44, 632, 238 

24,259 
$56,846,385 

1 40,869,026 

138, 765, 554 
134, 393, 822 
101,455,669 
32, 938,153 

5,329 
$15,164,848 

3 5,530,883 

51,381,498 
44,445,677 
32, 751, 592 
11,694,085 

29, 588 
$72, Oil, 233 

46,399, 909 

190,147,052 
178,839,499 
134, 207, 261 
44, 632, 238 

24,259 
$56,846,385 

1 40,869,026 

138, 765, 554 
134, 393, 822 
101,455,669 
32, 938,153 

5,329 
$15,164,848 

3 5,530,883 

51,381,498 
44,445,677 
32, 751, 592 
11,694,085 

1 Reported by 850 stations. 
2 4 regional networks reported no property owned. 
3 Sale of station time less commissions, plus revenues from incidental broadcast services. 
Source: Federal Communications Commission; Statistics of the Communications Industry in the 

U. S., 1942. "" 



N o . 4 6 1 . — T E L E G R A P H SYSTEMS, L A N D AND O C E A N - C A B L E — S U M M A R Y : 1 9 1 2 TO 1 9 3 7 

[All money figures in thousands of dollars] 

ALL SYSTEMS 

1912 1917 1923 1927 1932 1937 

LAND SYSTEMS 

1932 1927 1932 1937 

OCEAN-CABLE SYSTEMS 

1923 1937 1932 1937 

Number of companies or systems i 
IVfiles of pole line 2 
Miles of single wire, total ^ 

Aerial 
r Underground 

Under-water, except ocean cable 
Nautical miles of ocean cable 
Nautical miles of single wire in ocean 

cable 
Number of offices 

Operated jointly with other com-
panies 

Messages sent, total (thousands) 
Governmental 
Full commercial rate 
Contract rate and free 

Number of employees—June 30 
Dec. 31 

Salaries and wages 
Operating revenues 
Taxes assignable to operations during 

year, total 
Federal 
Other 

Investment in plant and equipment—.. 
Dividends paid 

28 
247, 528 

1, 814,196 

67, 676 

(*) 
30, 864 

6 26, 247 
109, 378 

A 
(*) 
(*) 

7 44, 811 
0) 

7 24,965 

1,187 
(*) 
(*) 

222, 047 
6,180 

28 
241,128 

1, 890, 245 
1, 809, 482 

77,187 
3, 576 

71, 251 

28, 940 

23, 321 
8 127,074 

4, 597 
110, 618 
11,858 
64, 723 

43, 764 
106,990 

5,397 

243,358 
9,817 

25 
252,991 

1, 853, 250 
1, 718, 251 

131, 448 
3, 551 

76, 711 

27,354 

21, 935 
191,121 

3,199 
175, 847 
12,075 
68, 632 

76,162 
146,805 

6, 894 

326,662 
10, 716 

25 j 23 
256, 809 I 256, 661 

2,145, 897 ¡2, 266,054 
1,940,069 1,956,003 

200, 979 ' 303, 912 
4, 849 

99,074 

27, 666 

21, 491 
229, 582 

2, 732 
214,164 

12, 686 
81, 498 
(*) 

99, 520 
177, 589 

7,065 

426,699 
14,199 

139 
96, 468 

26, 047 

19, 574 
158,378 

3, 655 
146, 162 

8, 561 
66, 723 

73,949 
114, 656 

4,427 
0) 
(*) 

506,445 
(*) 

23 
253, 576 

2, 327, 832 
1,983, 596 

335,179 
9, 057 

103, 671 

105, 413 
25, 522 

19,201 
218,116 

8, 619 
200, 901 

8, 596 
73, 457 
69,737 
85,336 

8 135, 792 

6,964 
1, 221 
5, 743 

506, 765 
3,119 

19 1 
252. 991 

1,845,237 
1,714,211 

127, 475 
3, 551 

18 
254. 720 

2, 138, 259 
1,936, 611 

197, 058 
4, 590 

27, 214 

21, 933 
181, 519 

3,130 
166, 730 
11, 659 
62, 299 

68,737 
» 128, 631 

» 5, 573 

(*) 
> 254,030 

(*) 

17 
256, 215 

2, 259, 827 
1, 952, 432 

301, 560 
5,835 

17 
250, 880 

2, 301, 532 
1, 971, 851 

323, 421 

27, 530 

21. 480 
215, 595 

2, 657 
200, 381 

12, 557 
74, 903 
(*) 

89,984 
9 159,682 

182 »6,1 
A 
(*) 

» 338,143 
8,191 

25, 901 

19,569 
147, 941 

3, 583 
135, 797 

8, 561 
60, 933 
(*) 

66, 988 
97, 729 

« 4,034 
(*) 

» 415, 694 
(*) 

25, 453 

19, 200 
206,987 

8, 513 
190,008 

8, 466 
68, 054 
64, 254 
77, 928 

117,032 

« 6, 357 
949 

5,407 
' 418, 231 

1, 604 

8,013 
4,040 
3, 973 

76, 711 

140 

2 
9, 603 

69 
9,117 

417 
6, 333 

7, 425 
»18,174 

9 1, 321 

»72,632 

7 
2, 089 
7, 638 
3, 458 
3, 921 

259 
99,074 

136 

11 
18, 987 

75 
13, 784 

129 
6, 595 
(*) 

9,536 
»17,907 

0) 
0) 

88, 556 
6, 008 

446 
6,227 
3, 571 
2, 352 

304 
96, 468 

(<) 
146 

5 
10,437 

72 
10, 365 

5, 790 

6, 961 
16, 927 

«893 
(*) 
(*) 

'90, 751 

2, 696 
26, 300 
11,745 
11, 758 
2, 797 

103, 671 

105, 413 

1 
11,129 

106 
10, 892 

130 
5, 403 
5, 483 
7, 408 

18, 760 

272 
336 

» 88, 533 
1,514 

S 
a 
> 
hj 
W 
W 
K! 

G 

CP 

1 The Western Union Telegraph Co., which operates both land and ocean-cable systems, is counted as 2 companies. 
2 Exclusive of pole line owned and operated wholly by railway companies. 
J Exclusive of wire owned and operated wholly by railway companies, as follows: Reported by all railway companies, 1912, 314,329 miles; reported by railway companies having 

annual operating revenues of $1,000,000 or more, 1917, 344,110 miles; 1922, 285,002 miles; 1927, 333,898 miles; 1932, 337,059 miles; 1937, 318,116 miles. 
* Not available. 
5 Data are for land systems only. 
fi Excluding 31,102,577 lettergrams not distributed according to rate. 
^ Number of employees includes 7,516 messengers whose wages are not included in amount given for salaries and wages. 
" In addition, telegraph revenues amounting to $25,899,000 were reported by companies primarily engaged in supplying telephone service. 
® Data for ocean-cable business of Western Union Telegraph Co. included with those for land systems. 
Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census; Census of Electrical Industries, report on Telephones and Telegraphs. Survey discontinued. 
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4 2 0 COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS 

N o . 4 6 2 . — U N I T E D S T A T E S P O S T A L S E R V I C E — S U M M A R Y : 1 8 0 0 TO 1 9 4 2 

[Postal statistics, unless otherwise noted, include data for outlying Territories and possessions except 
Philippine Islands and Canal Zone] 

YEAR 
ENDED 

JUNE 30— 

1800 
1810 
1820 
1830 
1840 
1850 
1860 
1866 
1870 
1875 
1880 
1886 
1890 
1896 
1900 
190 5 
190 6 
190 7 
190 8 
190 9 
191 0 
191 1 
191 2 
191 3 
191 4 
191 5 
191 6 
191 7 
1918 8„._ 
1919 s 
192 0 
192 1 
192 2 
192 3 
192 4 
192 5 
192 6 
192 7 
192 8 
192 9 
1930-.— 
193 1 
193 2 
193 3 
193 4 
193 5 
193 6 
193 7 
193 8 
193 9 
194 0 
194 1 
194 2 

Num-
ber of 
post 

oflSlces 

903 
2,300 
4,500 
8,460 

13,468 
18,417 
28, 498 
20, 550 
28, 492 
35, 547 
42,989 
61, 252 
62,401 
70,064 
76,688 
68,131 
65,600 
62,658 
60,704 
60,144 
59, 580 
59, 237 
58,729 
58,020 
56, 810 
56, 380 
55,935 
55,414 
54,347 
53,084 
52, 641 
62,168 
51,950 
51,613 
51, 266 
50,957 
50, 601 
50, 266 
49,944 
49, 482 
49, 063 
48,733 
48,159 
47,641 
46, 506 
45,686 
45, 230 
44,877 
44,667 
44,400 
44, 315 
43,806 
43,638 

Mileage 
of post 
routes 1 

20,817 
36,406 
72,492 

115,176 
155, 739 
178, 672 
240, 594 
142, 340 
231, 232 
277, 873 
343,888 
365, 251 
427,990 
456,026 
500, 989 
486, 805 
478, 711 
463,406 
450, 738 
448, 618 
447, 998 
435,488 
436, 469 
436, 293 
436, 697 
433,334 
425, 950 
454,836 
465, 371 
455, 498 
435, 342 
434, 349 
454, 901 
460,171 
467, 896 
464, 269 
470, 779 
478, 662 
487, 512 
491,179 
503,918 
528, 570 
537, 544 
536, 679 
536,751 
514,128 
517, 864 
519,328 
519.490 
553,681 
641, 514 
550, 958 
560,093 

FINANCES 
(THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS) 

Gross 
revenue 

281 
552 

1,112 
1,851 
4, 544 
5, 500 
8,518 

14, 556 
18,880 
26, 791 
33, 315 
42, 561 
60, 882 

102, 355 
152, 827 
167, 933 
183, 585 
191, 479 
203, 562 
224,129 
237, 880 
246, 744 
266, 620 
287,935 
287, 248 
312, 058 
329,726 
388,976 
436, 239 
437,150 
463,491 
484,854 
532, 828 
572, 949 
599, 591 
659, 820 
683, 122 
693, 634 
696, 948 
705,484 
666, 463 
588,172 
587, 631 
586, 733 
630, 795 
665,343 
726, 201 
728, 634 
745,955 
766,949 
812,828 
859,817 

Gross 
expend-

iture 

214 
496 

1,161 
1,933 
4, 718 
5, 213 

19,171 
13, 695 
23, 999 
33.611 
36, 543 
50,046 
66, 260 
87,180 

107, 740 
167,399 
178, 450 
190,238 
208, 352 
221, 004 
229, 977 
237, 649 
248, 525 
262, 068 
283, 544 
298, 546 
306, 204 
319, 839 
324, 834 
362, 498 
454, 323 
620, 994 
545, 644 
556, 851 
587, 377 
639, 282 
679, 704 
714, 577 
725, 700 
782, 344 
803,667 
802, 485 
793, 684 
699, 887 
630,733 
696, 503 
753,616 
772,743 
772,308 
784,550 
807, 629 
836,859 
873,950 

Sur-
plus (4-) 
or def-

icit ( - ) a 

-f67 
-f56 
- 4 9 
- 8 2 

-175 
+287 

-10, 653 
+917 

- 5 , 
- 6 . 8 2 0 
- 3 , 222 
- 7 , 481 
-5,401 

-10, 230 
-5,410 

-14, 594 
-10, 543 
-6,692 

-16, 910 
-17,480 
-5,881 

+4, 511 
+4, 376 

-11, 333 

-157,518 
-60, 815 
-24, 065 
-14, 464 
-39, 745 
-19,972 
-31, 506 
-32,121 
-85, 461 
-98, 216 

-146,066 
-205, 551 
-112,375 
-44,034 
-65,808 
-88, 316 
-46, 615 
-43,812 
-38,692 
-40, 784 
-24,118 
-14,139 

Rev-
enue 
per 

capita, 
dollars 

MONEY ORDERS 
ISSUED 

(THOUSANDS OF 
DOLLARS) 

Num-
ber of 
ordi-
nary 

postage 
stamps 
issued, 

m illions 

Num-
ber of 
pieces 
of mail 

han-
dled, 
mil-

lions* 

Rev-
enue 
per 

capita, 
dollars Domes-

tic 8 
Inter-

na-
tional » 

Num-
ber of 
ordi-
nary 

postage 
stamps 
issued, 

m illions 

Num-
ber of 
pieces 
of mail 

han-
dled, 
mil-

lions* 

0.27 
.20 
.27 
.42 

0.27 
.20 
.27 
.42 

«2 
216 
387 

0.27 
.20 
.27 
.42 

«2 
216 
387 

0.27 
.20 
.27 
.42 « 1, 360 

«2 
216 
387 

.49 34,054 7 22 468 

.61 77.431 1,965 682 

.66 100,353 3,464 876 

.76 117,859 6, 840 1, 466 

.97 114, 363 13, 230 2, 220 4,006 
L 12 156,709 12,906 2,795 6,134 
L 34 238,921 16, 749 3, 999 7,130 
L81 396, 903 47, 516 5, 751 10,188 
L 96 444,516 63,048 6,284 11,361 
2.11 479, 650 84, 081 7.061 12,266 
2.15 498,700 88,972 7, 651 13,364 
2. 24 491, 075 76, 755 8,732 14.005 
2. 43 547, 994 99, 743 9,067 14,850 

' 2.53 578, 111 109, 605 10, 046 16,901 
i 2.68 583, 337 97, 660 9, 929 17, 589 

2. 74 624,489 102, 668 10, 813 18,667 
2.91 667, 231 101,963 11,112 

18,667 

2.85 656,139 60, 772 11, 226 
3.05 719, 366 46, 357 11, 672 
3.18 813, 319 41, 645 12,452 
3.70 904,650 35,865 13, 066 

: 4.11 1,109, 613 39, 766 15,020 
' 4.10 1, 332, 700 32,960 13, 213 

4.28 1, 305, 370 24, 399 13,870 
4. 41 1, 205, 327 20, 651 14, 262 
4. 78 1, 376,461 34,119 15,478 23,066 
5. 08 1, 510, 705 50, 615 15, 954 24, 368 
5. 28 1, 532, 567 52, 650 17,-387 25, 835 
5. 63 1,590, 486 63,172 16, 333 25,484 
5. 76 1, 647, 580 68,952 16,000 26, 687 
5.78 1, 630,157 71, 520 16, 676 26,837 
5. 73 1, 658, 443 76,113 16, 917 27,962 
5. 75 1, 714,576 72, 708 16,269 27,888 
5.29 1,559,549 62, 228 15, 669 26,644 
4.71 1, 536,889 48,849 14. 651 24,307 
4. 67 1, 647,421 35,116 11,917 19,868 
4.64 1, 776, 740 30,041 12, 526 20, 626 
4. 94 1,820, 957 30,429 13,610 22,332 
5.18 1,918, 293 31,449 13,836 23, 571 
5. 62 2.107,002 33,979 16,109 25,801 
5. 58 2,146, 753 33, 516 14,912 26,042 
5.69 2,047,930 29,949 16,074 26,446 
5.84 2,094, 543 21, 668 16, 381 27,749 
6.11 2,357,013 16,863 16, 381 29,236 
6.39 3,101,923 14,743 19, 492 1 30,118 

1 Excluding rural free delivery routes, ocean mail routes, and air mail routes to foreign countries. 
» Audited postal surplus or deficit which is greater or less than excess of receipts or expenditures by the 

amount of adjusted losses and contingencies. 
» International includes foreign countries on domestic basis. For explanation, see headnote, table 464. 
* Data are for continental United States and are estimates except in 1923 and beginning with 1926, when 

figures are accurate calculations. No estimates made from 1914 to 1922, inclusive. 
« Postage stamps first issued under act of Mar. 3,1847, and placed on sale at New York July 1, 1847. 
• From Nov. 1,1864, when money-order system first went into operation, to June 30,1865. 
^ From Sept. 1, 1869, to June 30, 1870. International money orders first issued under convention of 

Oct. 12, 1867. 
8 Gross revenues of department for 1918 and 1919 include $44,600,000 and $71,292,000, respectively, war-tax 

revenue accruing from increased postage. 
Source of tables 465 and 466: Post Office Department, Annual Report of the Postmaster General. 



POSTAL SERVICE 4 2 1 

N o . 4 6 3 . — P O S T A L SERVICE R E V E N U E S , BY SOURCE: Y E A R S E N D E D J U N E 3 0 , 
1 9 1 5 TO 1 9 4 2 

[All figures in thousands of dollarsj 

ITEM 1915 1930 1935 1930 1935 1940 1941 1943 

Total 287, 248 437,150 599,591 705,484 630, 795 766, 949 812, 828 859,817 

Ordinary postal revenue 279, 460 424, 406 585, 333 686, 426 598,358 732,137 777, 449 819, 221 
Stamps, postal cards, etc.L 256, 037 379, 587 507, 572 574, 861 473,407 521, 753 543, 584 571, 661 
Second-class postage paid 

in money (pound rates) L 10, 468 25, 100 29, 619 28,684 18.431 23, 033 23, 627 24,404 
Other postage paid in 

money under permit 7, 527 12, 960 39, 301 73,546 96, 206 176, 503 198, 422 208, 325 
Box rents 4, 981 6,146 7, 817 8, 539 6,596 7, 931 8, 268 8. 661 
Miscellaneous ... . . . 448 614 1,024 907 3,718 2, 917 3,549 6,180 

Money-order revenues 7,175 10,314 12, 909 17,496 20, 424 23, 995 26,132 31,145 
Revenue from postal savings.. 612 2, 430 1,349 1, 562 12,013 10, 817 9,247 9, 461 

1 For volume of this item, see table 468. 

N o . 4 6 4 . — P O S T A L M O N E Y - O R D E R B U S I N E S S — S U M M A R Y : Y E A R S E N D E D J U N E 
3 0 , 1 9 1 5 TO 1 9 4 2 

NOTE.—For revenues from money orders, see table 463. For value of orders issued for other years, see 
table 462. Money orders are exchanged on a domestic basis not only within this country, but with its 
outlying possessions, Canada, Cuba, and numerous islands and minor countries neighboring the United 
States. International-basis orders are exchanged between the United States and its outlying possessions, 
on the one hand, and other than "domestic basis" foreign countries, on the other. In this table, how-
ever, "International" includes money orders exchanged between the United States and "domestic 
basis" foreign countries, and these are not included in "Domestic." 

1915 1930 1925 1930 1935 1940 1941 1943 

Number of money-order 
offices 55,670 

DOMESTIC 1 

Orders issued: 
Number (1,000) 105,073 
Amount (1,000 dollars). 656,139 

Orders paid: 
Number (1,000) 103,884 
Amount (1,000 dollars).' 652, 786 

Excess of issues: 2 
Number (1,000) 1,190 
Amount (1,000 dollars). 3,353 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L 

Orders issued: 
Number (1,000) 
Amount (1,000 dollars) . 

Orders paid: 
Number (1,000) 
Amount (1,000 dollars). 

Excess of issues : 
Number (1,000) 
Amount (1,000 dollars) 2. 

F O R E I G N " D O M E S T I C 
B A S I S " « 

Paid in foreign countries: 
Number (1,000) 
Amount (1,000 dollars). 

P a i d i n t h e U n i t e d 
States: 

Number (1,000) 
Amount (1,000 dollars). 

3,055 
60,772 

2, 217 
24, 743 

36,029 

655 
9,110 

1,936 
18,386 

54,395 

148,491 
1, 332, 700 

147, 520 
1, 333, 046 

971 
-346 

1, 852 
32,960 

1, 508 
25,362 

343 

601 
9, 568 

1, 246 
17,916 

54, 269 

197,054 
1, 532, 567 

196, 038 
1,531,597 

1, 015 
970 

2,966 
52, 650 

1, 765 
19, 765 

1, 201 
32,886 

938 
16,920 

1,498 
15,118 

54,161 

202,273 
1, 714, 576 

201, 453 
1,713, 681 

820 
895 

3,978 
72, 708 

2,161 
25,825 

1,817 
46,883 

1,034 
20, 921 

1, 751 
17,935 

53,106 

212, 737 
1,820, 957 

212, 651 
1, 821,152 

85 
-194 

2, 456 
30, 429 

1, 288 
13, 641 

1,167 
16, 788 

614 
!, 180 

8, 342 

50, 705 

254, 861 
2, 094, 543 

254, 484 
2, 090, 779 

377 
3,765 

1, 964 
21, 668 

1, 344 
13, 288 

621 
8,380 

641 
8,548 

1,133 
11,182 

50,745 

274,166 
2, 357, 013 

272, 771 
2, 345, 844 

1,395 
11,169 

1,447 
16,863 

1,085 
12, 374 

361 

703 
9,518 

967 
11,271 

51,900 

315, 321 
3,101,923 

312, 357 
3,087,690 

2, 964 
14, 233 

1,291 
14, 743 

1, 219 
20,439 

72 

746 
9,629 

1,146 
19, 712 

1 Domestic money orders first issued Nov. 1,1864, under act of Congress approved May 17,1864. 
> Minus sign indicates excess of payments. 
»Includes foreign countries on "domestic basis." 
«International money orders first issued Sept. 1,1869, under Postal Convention of Oct. 12,1867. 
«Included under "International" above. 
Source of tables 463 and 464: Post Ofifice Department, Annual Report of the Po stmaster General. 



4 2 2 COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS 

N o . 4 6 5 . — P O S T A L S E R V I C E E X P E N D I T U R E S , BY O B J E C T : Y E A R S E N D E D J U N E 
3 0 , 1 9 1 5 TO 1 9 4 2 

NOTE.—All figurei in thousands of dollars. For total expenditures, see table 462. Data cover ex-
penditures during the specified fiscal year, whether on account of that year or of previous years. 

I T E M 1915 1920 1925 1930 1935 1940 1941 1942 

Service in post offices (total) __ 139, 937 234,102 338,046 429, 571 378,407 479, 731 498,828 
50, 285 

527, 219 
Salaries of postmasters 30,400 40,108 47, 562 52, 850 44,588 49, 238 

498,828 
50, 285 51, 438 

Salaries of clerks, etc 53,317 102,319 153,336 201, 972 173, 510 222, 778 232, 351 249, 535 
City delivery service 42,668 63, 626 95,161 127, 890 113,153 145, 355 151, 327 157, 703 
All other expenditures 13,552 28,049 41, 987 46,860 47,156 62, 360 64, 865 68, 542 

Railway Mail Service 28, 408 38, 711 52,906 61,888 52, 251 60,136 61,384 63, 318 
Rural Delivery Service 49,806 75, 794 93,163 106,347 90,519 91,446 91, 497 91, 627 
Transportation of domestic 

91,446 91, 497 91, 627 

mail 76,914 99,520 142,141 176,984 134,676 155, 883 163, 252 169, 613 
By railroads 59, 576 70, 714 99,720 117,265 93,328 101,890 104, 837 110, 351 
By other means 17,338 28,805 42,421 59, 720 41,348 53, 994 58, 415 59,262 

Transportation foreign mai l . . . 3,273 5,912 9,175 24,449 36, 806 16, 248 17, 538 17,811 
Payment account of invalid 

16, 248 17, 538 17,811 

money orders 208 284 138 131 232 187 231 155 
Post Office Department i 3, 712 4,298 3, 612 3,998 4,129 4,207 

1 Paid out of the General Treasury prior to 1923. 

N o . 4 6 6 . — T R A N S P O R T A T I O N OF D O M E S T I C M A I L S , BY C L A S S OF S E R V I C E : 1 9 2 0 
TO 1 9 4 2 

NOTE.—Since Nov. 1, 1916, all service on steam railroads is authorized and paidfor under the space basis 
system; formerly, payments were based on a system of quadrennial weighings. Railway mail space units 
of service vary in size and character and may consist of a car, a section of a car, or a closed pouch carried on 
a car. Some cars are railway post offices, others are for storage only, about 20 classes of units being dis-
tinguished. The "equated unit" represents a calculation of the equivalent of all the different units in 
terms of a 60-foot car. Annual r^te of expenditure (regular authorizations) represents estimated cost for 
transporting normal mail traffic over regular routes only, based on contracts outstanding at the end of 
each fiscal year. "Annual cost" includes emergency and side and transfer service. Average rates are 
based on "regular authorizations." 

CLASS OF SERVICE AND I T E M 

Steam railway service: 
Length of routes (miles).— 
Annual travel (thousand miles)— 

Regular space units 
Prorated to 60-foot car basis 

Annual expenditure (thousand dol-
lars) 1— 
Regular authorizations 
Annual cost 

Average rate of cost— 
Per mile of length (dollars) 
Per unit mile traveled (cents) 
Per 60-foot car mile (cents) 

Electric railway service: 
Number of routes 
Length of routes (miles). . . 
Annual travel of space units (thoU' 

sand miles).. 
Annual rate of expenditure (thou-

sand dollars) 
Average cost per unit mile traveled 

(cents) 
Power boat service: 

Number of routes 
Length of routes (miles) 
Annual travel (thousand miles) 
Annual rate o f expenditure (thous. 

dollars) 
Average cost per mile traveled (cents) 

Air mail service: 
Length of routes (miles) 
Mileage scheduled (thousands).. . 
Miles traveled with mail (thousands). 
Mail carried (million pound-miles).. 
Cost of service (thousand dollars) 
Average cost per mile (dollars) 

YEAR E N D E D J U N E 30 , OR AS OF J U N E 30 OF Y E A R SPECIFIED 

1930 

232,358 

561,827 
218,349 

83,731 
89,661 

360. 35 
14.90 
38.34 

543 
8,043 

311,752 

471 

2 4.01 

266 
34,642 
3,992 

«773 
19.36 

3,094 
654 
549 

1,264 
2.30 

1925 

230,470 

579,256 
226,395 

88,991 
107,491 

386.12 
15.36 
39.31 

288 
8,042 

10,487 

566 

5. 39 

284 
49,791 
5,298 

1,492 
28.16 

2,665 
2,160 
2,077 

2, 744 
L32 

1930 

220,416 

564,801 
228,478 

103,970 
125,243 

471. 70 
18.41 
45.70 

224 
7,012 

9,829 

571 

5 . 8 1 

265 
40,130 
4.806 

1,401 
29.15 

14,907 
16, 228 
14, 939 

14, 618 
0.98 

1935 

199,016 

455, 214 
192,130 

99,676 

436.17 
19.06 
45.40 

135 
4,459 

6,047 

349 

5.77 

196 
21,043 

2, §60 

1,085 
37. 95 

33,771 
31,149 
6, 790 
8,835 

0. 28 

1940 

181, 500 

455, 836 
208,113 

92, 217 
108,485 

508.09 
20.23 
44. 31 

85 
2,690 

3,786 

236 

6.24 

175 
19, 613 
2,451 

924 
37.71 

37, 943 
60, 872 
59, 236 
18, 671 

519,397 
0. 33 

1 9 4 1 

178,146 

465, 901 
219,822 

99,180 
113, 520 

556. 73 
2L29 
45.12 

75 
2, 235 

3,283 

207 

6.31 

168 
17, 251 
2,177 

973 
44.72 

43, 411 
79,708 
75, 255 
22, 295 

5 20, 514 
0. 27 

1942 

175, 778 

464, 777 
223,433 

100, 377 
118, 279 

571.04 
2L60 
44.92 

72 
2,140 

3,263 

208 

168 
17, 358 
2,061 

1, 010 
49.00 

44,623 
93,873 
89,410 

«31,404 
5 22, 776 

0. 26 

1 For expenditures for Railway Mail Service, see table 465. 
' Annual travel in thousands of miles and average cost per mile traveled. Space basis was not in force. 
3 Exclusive of freight and express service to Alaska or New York Harbor service. 
4 Not computed. « Subject to revision. 
Source of tables 465 and 466: Post Office Department, Annual Report of the Postmaster General. 



POSTAL SERVICE 4 2 3 

N o . 4:67.—DELIVERY S E R V I C E — C I T Y A N D R U R A L F R E E D E L I V E R Y A N D S T A R -
R O U T E S E R V I C E : 1 8 7 0 TO 1 9 4 2 

NOTE.—Free city delivery was inaugurated in 1863; rural free delivery in 1897. Star routes are mailroutes 
between towns which are let on a contract basis. Star route service in Alaska is not included in the 
accompanying table, data for 1942 being as follows: Number of routes, 87; length, 16.670 miles; annual 
travel, 709,615 miles; annual rate of expenditure, $245,976. 

A8 OF JUNE 30— 

CITY FREE DELIVERY 

Number 
of offices 

Number 
of car-
riers 

Annual 
cost 1 
(1,000 

dollars) 

RURAL FREE DELIVERY 

Number 
of routes 

Length of 
routes 
(miles) 

Annual 
travel 
(1,000 
miles) 

Annual 
cost 

(1,000 
dollars) 

Number 
of routes 
(regular 

STAR ROUTES 

Annual 
cost 

(1,000 
dollars) 

1870.. 
1880__ 
1890-. 
1895__ 
1900.. 
1905.. 
1910-_ 
1915-_ 
1920._ 
1925-
1927._ 
1928.. 
1929.. 
1930._ 
1931.. 
1932._ 
1933-_ 
1934--
1935— 
1936.. 
1937.. 
1938._ 
1939— 
1940-.. 
1941.. 
1942-, 

51 
104 
454 
604 
796 

1,144 
1,492 
1, 808 
2, 086 

2, 401 
2,812 
2, 899 
2, 970 
3,050 
3,098 
3,111 
3,111 
3, 111 
3,111 
3,134 
3,173 
3, 215 
3, 236 
3,275 
3, 298 
3, 347 

1, 362 
2, 628 
9,066 

12, 714 
15, 322 
21, 778 
28, 715 
32, 902 
36,142 
46, 251 
50,117 
51, 293 
52, 719 
53, 762 
53,387 ! 
52,767 j 
51,229 I 
48,275 
49.084 
53,852 
54, 944 
55, 713 
56, 617 
58, 531 
61.085 
62, 919 

1,231 
1 2, 364 
J 7, 978 
12,145 
14, 671 
20, 923 
31, 738 
39, 829 
62, 841 
93, 567 

113, 301 
117, 490 
122, 515 
126, 426 
126.179 
125, 700 
107, 410 
96, 947 

111, 648 
126, 371 
133, 908 
136, 505 
139,493 
143, 766 
149, 759 
156.180 

1, 259 
32,110 
41,079 
43, 866 
43, 445 
45,189 
44,730 
44, 288 
43, 840 
43, 278 
42, 412 
41, 602 
40,013 
37, 108 
34, 848 
34,118 
33, 601 
33,144 
32,839 
32,646 
32, 445 
32, 292 

28, 685 
721,237 
993,068 

1, 076, 235 
1,151,832 
1, 227, 654 
1,270,746 
1, 289, 613 
1,316, 420 
1, 334, 842 
1. 354, 759 
1, 358, 030 
1,365, 712 
1, 359, 895 
1, 355,078 
1, 368,083 
1,377,088 
1, 387, 445 
1, 392, 657 
1,401,690 
1.411, 753 
1, 420,971 

303, 007 
325, 305 
348, 627 
370, 273 
383,851 
390, 054 
398, 444 
404, 738 
412, 382 
412, 084 
414,417 
412, 721 
411,361 
415, 433 
418, 248 
420,107 
421, 854 
424, 704 
427, 756 
430,728 

420 
20, 865 
36,915 
52, 566 
75, 562 

102, 945 
104,447 
105, 008 
106, 202 
106, 378 
106, 502 
105, 824 
103,693 
92, 285 
92, 061 
92, 438 
91,680 
91,093 
91,188 
91,454 
91, 586 
91,736 

7, 295 
9,863 

15, 887 
20, 733 
22, 834 
17,199 
13, 425 
11,557 
10, 739 
10, 906 
11,215 
11, 472 
11, 695 
11, 788 
12, 089 
12, 443 
12, 596 
12, 237 
11, 853 
11, 663 
11, 572 
11, 393 
11, 462 
11,369 
11, 407 
11,400 

5,050 
7,321 
5, 321 
5. 754 
5, 088 
7, 342 
6,928 
8, 713 

11,106 
12, 774 
12, 996 
13, 541 
13, 969 
14, 281 
14, 532 
14,765 
14,301 
12, 942 
11,357 
10, 882 
10, 800 
11,035 
10, 848 
10, 925 
11, 267 
12,097 

1 Data represent audited expenditures; in 1880 and 1890 they include some incidental expense. 

N o . 4 : 6 8 . — P O S T A L S E R V I C E O P E R A T I O N - — S U M M A R Y FOR P R I N C I P A L I T E M S : 
Y E A R S E N D E D J U N E 3 0 , 1 9 2 0 TO 1 9 4 2 

NOTE.—For sales of postage stamps and other stamped paper and postage collected on second-class matter, 
see table 463. 

Transactions in stamped paper: 
Ordinary postage stamps issued 

(millions) 
Stamped envelopes and wrap-

pers issued (millions) 
Postal cards issued (millions) 

Pieces of mail carried i (millions) .__ 
Second-class matter carried: 

Free in county (1,000 pounds)___ 
Paid at pound rates (1,000 

pounds) 
Foreign mails dispatched by sea: 

Letters, post cards (1,000 pounds). 
Other articles (1,000 pounds).. 

Mail registered: 
Domestic, paid (1,000 pieces) 
International, paid (1,000 pieces) . 
Official, free (1,000 pieces) 
Registry fees (1,000 dollars) 

Mail insured: 
Domestic, parcel post (1,000 

pieces) 
International (1,000 pieces) 
Total fees paid (1,000 dollars) 

Mail sent C. O. D.: 
Total pieces sent (1,000) 
Total fees (1,000 dollars) 

13,213 

2,350 

61, 528 

1,307, 227 

4, 608 
66,725 

56,951 
11, 300 
8,663 
6, 825 

95,385 

" ' M ì e ' 

20,098 I 
2,070 1 

17,387 

2, 997 
1,497 

25, 835 

69,195 

1,348, 297 

5, 640 
66, 229 

70, 512 
10, 993 
8,414 
8,850 

152,078 
603 

8,061 

52,362 
5, 562 

1930 

16, 269 

3,164 
1,643 

27,888 

75, 326 

1, 554,415 

7,103 
83, 377 

76, 489 
7,869 
8,680 

12,807 

126,421 
649 

8, 775 

46, 249 
5,825 

13, 610 

1, 618 
1, 754 

22, 332 

57, 560 

1,063, 389 

4,602 
53,056 

41,318 
3,444 

10, 582 
3 7,100 

71, 960 
311 

5, 249 

31,118 
4, 298 

1940 

16, 381 

1,650 
2, 257 

27, 749 

60,626 

1,283,673 

4, 231 
62, 257 

40, 533 
2, 713 

12,082 
3 6,825 

80, 916 
380 

5,702 

34, 648 
4, 748 

1941 

16, 381 

1,645 
2,400 

61, 635 

1,320, 811 

3, 334 
61, 711 

2 42,104 
1,942 

12,144 
3 7,001 

83, 713 
205 

5, 763 

35, 896 
4,902 

1942 

19, 492 

1,677 
2, 370 

30,118 

60, 111 

2, 904 
66, 967 

2 57, 024 
1,467 

17,127 
3 9, 282 

92,437 
221 

6,493 

39,143 
5, 412 

1 See note 4, table 462. 
2 Includes "insured mail treated as registered mail" which was formerly included with regular insured 

mailings. 
3 Not including surcharges (effective July 1, 1932) amounting to $3,815,000 in 1935, $2,674,000 in 1940, 

$3,875,000 in 1941, and $3,375,000 in 1942. 
Source of tables 467 and 468: Post Office Department, Annual Report of the Postmaster General and 

records. 



4 2 4 COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS 

N o . 4 6 9 . — P O S T A L S E R V I C E O P E R A T I O N — N U M B E R OF O F F I C E R S , M I L E A G E OF 
R U R A L R O U T E S , A N D G R O S S R E C E I P T S , B Y S T A T E S A N D O U T L Y I N G A R E A S 

DIVISION AND STATE 

Number 
of post 
offices, 

June 30, 
1942 

Mileage 
of rural 

free-
delivery 
routes, 

June 30, 
1942 

GROSS POSTAL RECEIPTS ^ 

1925 1930 1935 1940 1 9 4 1 1942 

In thousands of dollars for years ended June 30 

Grand total 

United States proper. 

New England 
Maine 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 
Massachusetts 
Rhode Island 
Connecticut 

Middle Atlantic 
New York 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 

East North Central 
Ohio 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Michigan 
Wisconsin 

West North Central 
Minnesota 
Iowa 
Missouri 
North Dakota 
South Dakota 
Nebraska 
Kansas 

South Atlantic 
Delaware 
Maryland 
District of Columbia. 
Virginia. 
West Virginia 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Georgia 
Florida 

East South Central 
Kentucky 
Tennessee 
Alabama 
Mississippi 

West South Central 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
Oklahoma 
Texas. 

Mountain 
Montana 
Idaho 
Wyoming ..__ 
Colorado 
New Mexico 
Arizona 
Utah 
Nevada 

Pacific 
Washington 

California. 

Outlying offices 
Alaska 
Canton Island 
Guam 
Hawaii 
Puerto Rico 
Samoa (Tutuila) . . 
Virgin Islands 
Philatelic agency.. 

43, 638 1,420, 971 584,755 

43,218 1,420, 914 583, 427 

2,400 
729 
345 
355 
584 
82 

305 
5,106 
1,985 

635 
2,486 
5,774 
1,369 

923 
1,489 
1, 043 

950 
6, 697 
1,062 
1,130 
1,533 

631 
581 
707 
963 

7, 435 
73 

591 
1 

1,838 
1,580 
1,187 

616 
940 
709 

4, 883 
2,326 

862 
934 
762 

4, B81 
1,130 

772 
899 

2,080 
3,224 

618 
433 
316 
625 
508 
277 
306 
141 

2,918 
755 
675 

1,488 

420 
218 

1 
1 

94 
99 

2 
5 

44,084 
12,449 
6, 391 

I,342 
7,441 

116, 733 
49,886 
8,955 

57,892 
309,709 

70,712 
59, 457 
73,068 
54, 762 
51,710 

333,486 
54,932 
64,481 
61,896 
29,071 
25,260 
37, 572 
60,274 

202,129 
3,067 

11, 735 
204 

31, 439 
12, 538 
44,160 
26,938 
56, 549 
15,499 

153,819 
28, 272 
46, 948 
41,096 
37, 503 

171,912 
28,093 
17, 943 
44, 684 
81,192 
37, 685 
6,897 
7,165 
1,230 

14, 923 
3.205 
1, 959 
2,126 

180 
51,357 
16,838 
II, 240 
23, 279 

43,498 
3,946 
2,035 
1,540 

26, 064 
2,702 
8, 211 

161, 532 
102, 514 
14, 656 
44,363 

151,924 
36, 417 
13, 774 
70, 753 
18, 978 
13,002 
73, 365 
15,836 
11, 720 
27, 230 
2, 360 
2,539 
6,663 
7,017 

46, 072 
999 

7,101 
4,771 
7, 236 
4, 395 
5,814 
2, 630 
7, 734 
5, 492 

20, 576 
6, 283 
7,107 
4, 385 
2,801 

30, 646 
3,686 
5,055 
5, 889 

16,117 
15,004 
2,180 
1, 324 

953 
5,878 

900 
1,137 
2,179 

453 
40, 812 
7,494 
4,809 

28,509 

57 1,3 

2 
611 
522 

2 
11 

109 

686,351 

684, 610 

51,375 
3, 912 
2,286 
1, 703 

29, 627 
3, 297 

10, 650 
194,927 
126,072 
19, 768 
50,087 

175,748 
42, 088 
15.613 
78, 757 
24,133 
15,157 
80, 641 
17.614 
13, 504 
28, 988 
2, 721 
2, 750 
7,279 
7,785 

52, 293 
1,233 
8, 619 
6,047 
7, 986 
4, 611 
6,830 
2,174 
9,220 
6, 674 

23, 736 
6.827 
8, 546 
5,108 
3, 256 

37,240 
3.828 
5, 486 
7, 272 

20, 654 
17, 276 
2,446 
1, 513 

993 
6,819 
1,089 
1, 532 
2,347 

537 
51, 378 
8, 719 
6, 436 

37, 223 

1,740 
104 

3 
774 
527 

(2) 
15 

317 

595,661 

591, 800 

46, 111 
3,688 
2,216 
1,659 

25, 890 
3,018 
9,740 

164, 613 
102, 748 
18, 553 
43,312 

143,663 
34,046 
13, 388 
62, 916 
20,048 
13, 265 
66, 926 
15, 089 
10,932 
22,748 

2, 662 
2,433 
6,217 
6, 945 

51,213 
1,261 
7, 706 
6,307 
7,688 
4, 274 
7, 475 
2,037 
8,452 
6,023 

21, 330 
6,161 
7,676 
4, 624 
2, 969 

33, 206 
3, 265 
6, 017 
6, 217 

18, 707 
15,914 
2,422 
1,488 

992 
5,929 
1,162 
1, 456 
1, 928 

537 
48, 823 

8,026 
5, 004 

35, 793 

3,860 

3 
834 
568 

(2) 
17 

2,340 

729, 780 

726,172 

54, 022 
3, 925 
2, 718 
1,846 

29, 796 
3, 614 

12, 224 
195, 685 
120,888 
23, 207 
61, 690 

180,346 
41,668 
16, 810 
79, 257 
26,870 
15,740 
76,171 
17,600 
12, 912 
25,806 
2,747 
2,614 
6,925 
7, 569 

65, 939 
1, 769 
9, 435 
8,242 
9,617 
5,142 
9, 407 
2,832 

10,630 
8,875 

26, 881 
7, 304 
9, 796 
5,961 
3,820 

42, 606 
4,115 
6, 684 
7, 375 

24, 433 
19, 778 
2,813 
1,878 
1,189 
7,158 
1,631 
1, 990 
2, 434 

686 
64, 743 
9, 964 
6,719 

48, 060 

3, 608 
170 

13 
1, 480 

809 
(2) 

36 
1,101 

774,531 

769,972 

56, 848 
3,980 
2,828 
1,923 

31,102 
3, 799 

13, 217 
206, 232 
127, 426 
24, 419 
54, 387 

190,495 
43, 911 
17, 687 
83, 050 
29,190 
16,658 
79, 876 
18, 456 
13, 626 
27,205 
2,840 
2,701 
7,158 
7,989 

72,003 
1, 888 

10, 224 
9,100 

10,702 
5, 392 

10,188 
3,280 

11, 645 
9, 684 

28, 577 
7,674 

10,426 
6,346 
4,130 

46, 796 
4,410 
7,161 
7, 731 

26, 496 
21, 069 
2, 939 
2,021 
1, 274 
7, 623 
1,726 
2,176 
2, 575 

735 
69, 076 
10, 885 
7,093 

51, 099 

4, 558 
237 

16 
2,134 

962 
(2) 

51 
1,158 

813,726 

808, 773 

58, 905 
4, 234 
3,009 
1, 974 

31, 936 
4,066 

13, 687 
212,356 
129,186 
25, 927 
57,243 

195, 292 
45, 677 
18,696 
83, 696 
30,060 
17,164 
83,103 
18,960 
13, 970 

2,827 
7,414 
8,648 

79, 524 
1,964 

11, 071 
10, 875 
11,993 
6,869 

11, 217 
3, 793 

12, 437 
10, 305 
31, 630 
8, 331 

11, 210 
7, 304 
4, 786 

50, 577 
4,988 
8,210 
8, 353 

29, 026 
21, 941 
2,984 
2,115 
1,363 
7, 616 
1, 826 
2,412 
2, 777 

847 
75, 446 . 
12,176 
7, 579 

66, 691 

4, 952 

34 
2,771 
1,168 

(2) 
65 

535 

1 Revenues from money-order business, postal savings, and certain miscellaneous items not included. 
2 Less than $500. 
Source of tables 465 and 466: Post Office Department, Annual Report of the Postmaster General. 


