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Fopula t ion growth in 1946 was the large s t in 
any year of our history, according to estimates 
released today by J. C. Capt, Director, Bureau 
of the Census, Depart,,18nt of Commeroe. An 

\ncrease of about 2,279,000 duricg this year 
'ought the t.otal popu181,ion of the Uni ted States 
eluding armed forces overseas to 142,67),000 

In ,Tanuary 1, 1947. 

Population growth for the whole period since 
the last census (AprU 1, 1940) has in fact 
been unusually greut. The ,Ts.nuury, 1947, fi.gure 
represents an increase of about 11 million, or 
iL4 percent, in these 6 3/4 yeer", oS compared 
with an increase of less tLan 9 million, or 
7.2 percent, in the entire deoade preceding 
April 1, 1940. Most of this reoent growth re
sulted from natural increase (excess of births 
over deuths), since net immigration (inclUding 
movements of both citizens and aliens) con
tributed less than 900,000, or $ percent, of 
the total gain. 

The large rise in the birth rate folJowing 
demobilization, the continuation of the death 
rate at a low level, and a net immip;n,tion 
am.ounting to about 251,000 account for the 
striking increase in 1946. Growth in this year 
far exceeded tha t in 19~.J--the peaK year of 
wartime growth. Gains in the Vlar years are as 
follows: 1,693,000 in 191+2, 1,72;2,000 in 1943, 
1,554,000 in 191+4. and 1,1,71,000 in 1945. The 
'ear 1943 does not. however, represent the 
~vioushigh year. Gains in several years in 
:lier decades of this century were greater. 

, I'>,:>.. 

Most or the incr~8Be in 1946 wa~ co~oentrated 
in the sec and half of the year. Thi. sis. part 1y 
due to the fact that natural incres[e is sea
sonally greater in that part of the yebr, but 
1ar6 ely because the birth rate showeo a huge 
and steady increase oetween June and December. 
The increase in population fro~ July to Decenber 
was 1,441+,000 as compared with 835,000 from. 
Janu'\ry to June. 

Estimates of popu1ution including armed forces 
OVerfJ811S, and the componentf3 of FOP ulati.on 
chan(~e, for ,July 1, 19h6, to January 1, 1947, 
together witll figures for each earlier ,January 1 
and July 1 since the last census, are sllown in 
table 1. The following provi.siona1, esticates 
of population for more recent months, based on 
incomplete and tentative data, indi.cate that 
our population has continued to groVi rapidly: 

jcebrullry 1, 1947 .... 00 .... . 

1'" arc 11 1, 1947"" '" " ... , " • 
April 1917 ............. . 
}/GY 1, ""'$.~<>"~"."""*~9 
June 1, 1947 .............. . 
July 1, 1947 .............. . 
Augns t 1, 101.7 B ~ ~ " .. ~ .. ~ ~ ,. <> ~ .. 

142,921,000 
V;J, 138, 000 
ltJ.3,36C,OOO 
143,566.000 
143,7'18,000 
IH,002,OOO 
144,~.s9,OOO 

The population excluding armed forces over
seas, that is, the population actually present 
in the United States, increased by 5,01,7,000, or 
3.7 percent, durin!) 191,6, reEl ching 141,$92,000 
on January 1, 1947, ThiEl marked growth mainly 
ref lee ts the pos twer re turn of lan!,e numbers 
of seI~icemen from overseas, wllich was con
e en tra ted in the early part of the year, and 








