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E~;TI:iI1~/r.ED NUiJBER OF v}!~rrF;R1iNS OF WOHlL V,rAR II Ih CONTIl~EJ:;TAL UNlrrED srrA1TES, 

BY :::'l'A'l"E[3: iL1:'IU1~ ,19L"7 

Approxlf!1.aticly one in every ten civilians in 

continental United Stutes on April 1, 1947, was 

a veteran of Wor Id '!Jar II. accorcHng cO es t imo t es 
prepsred cooperatively by the Bureau of the Cen­
sus~ Depurtlflent of Cornmerce) and the VeterE:ns 

Administration. The populstion of continental 

United Stet8tl includeu an esUnL.ted 14,146,000 

World ~ar II veteruns of whom about )15,000 
"81'8 v,O{;18n. 

'['be distribution of vetersns of World \VOl' II 
,by geographic regions was 'lui te siclilttr to the t 
of the civilian population as a whole. The 

Northeastern States had a slightly larger share 

of the Nation's World War II veter01lS thaD of 

t,he nation's ci.vi.lisll population, 'inei the South 

o slightly scalIer share; in the other regions 
the differences were negliBiblsD 
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. L ~~st iranted on thD bus is of' the r8finl ts of the sample 
f:!U:rV(3Y of FOTyulnt:1.on ~ Labor 'r{)]:'ce) nnci Houslng) conduc r,od 
by the Bl1renu of tllU Cen;-)u,r.; in ;~1)1:il~ 194?" 

E0011 of' 14 ;:;tat and the Distri.ct or ColW:l-
bia hu.d morE:: vete,rbos of World 1/i81' on April 1, 
191+7, than hwi Emt(;rec] tf;(; arflled forceCl froc the 

~tat8,. t~ew Yorl< the grebtest. incre::Jse, 

)out l04,CJOO, followed by CFllif'ornia witt: dbout 

9,000, and IlILnoLs wit], about 66,000. Tt18 

,za.ins .in t hefJ8 

of' the rCfl'le.inin.g 

[:.")tLte were made at the expense 

3/+ GtiJ t,8S~ eucll of which IH?.d 

fewer veterans of World War II on April 1, 1947, 

than hud entercd the 3rned forcef3 t'ro:n the State* 

It Sllould be noted that these gsins 8~d losses 
represen t net changes ane] not; the gr()~3S r:tll!rl;)er 

of interstate changes in resi~ence of veterans 
of ~:~:orld ~~/ar [I, which were undoubtedly [aore 
numerous. 

In thi. s roport IJ veteran of ",'o1'ld 'var II is 

defined as a civilian who had been a 008ber of 

the armed forces or the United ~taGes on ctive 

duty at any time between ~eptember lb, 1940, Bnd 
i\prIl 1, 1947, the dete to which these esti(:lIltes 

refer. A re10tlve1y small number of persons on 

terminal leave from the armed forces on April 

194'7, are included ae; vetoruns of ':'!orld "Iar II, 

although such persons were technically not yet 
civili.ane;. 

~;any veterans enGered the arGled forces from 

a State other than the one in which they ll.ved 

on ,\prj.l 1, 1940. Consequently, net ohIHl~ec, be­

tween April 1, 19L,.O, anli Aprtl 1, 191;7. would 
differ from the ctwnges shown in thi. I'p;wrt. 
The gains in so:ne states suel] as Celi'f()rniu, 
which had re18tively heevy in-~i~retion before 
Lhe WUI: nd durin,; tlH; er,rly ye!.IJ:,S of ttl<3 war, 

are smal.ler Chan t110se trlE: t v{()ulcl hev,; 

[luted if April 1, l?hJ, fwd br·'cn IlSElI~ 

b~J3e date ~ 

of the [J\l:nheT' ot vetp!'tln 

",To ['1c1 r 1I in Gont i.nf:Dt.; U tEll; te;; 
or 

on 
/~:)r:tl It l(}h'1, V.JbS prepured on the OrJ 2, i. of' 

ration reool'd 0 the rened forces and e~Gll~des 

Baths after elise rEP rI:O~ Lne 

ref~l~)n~J werB estin2ted on the b,:)sl~) ')f U~e J:'e-

'::ionel rii.:'3tr.i.l)ution World Wur II vc nrc c'(!,., 

t8I:ni"eil by 
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