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ESTIMATES O~' 'rUE POPULNrION OF HAWAII, PUEm'O IIICO, THE PANAMA CANAL ZONE, 
AND THE VIHGIN ISLANDS: 1\l40 TO 1947 

Estimates of the population of the Terri tory ai' 

Hawaii, and of Puerto RIco, the Panama Canal Zone, and 
i;he Virgin Islands 0 f the United States, for July 1 of' 
each year, 1940 to 1947, were released today by J. C. 
Capt, Director, Bureau of the Census. Department 0 f 
Commerce" 

Between April 1, 1940, the date of the last census, 
and ,July 1, 1947, the total populatl,on at' the Terri'~ 

tory of HawaE (Le., the civilian population plus 
armed forces stationed in the area) increased by about 
121,000, or 29 percent. In 1947 Hawaii had a popula
tion of about 544,000, as compared wHh 423,330 in 
1940. As a result of the rapid demObilization of the 
armed forces in the Territory 01' Hawaii, a substantial 
decline in the total population took place at'ter the 
close ot' the war. Before tha'l; time the population had 
reached a peak of more than 800,000. 

Puerto Rico. the most populous of our ~'erritorl.es 
and Possessions. had a total population of approxi
mately 2,149,000 in 1947. This i'J.gure represents a 
gain of about 280,000, or 15 percent, over the 1940 
census figure of 1,869,255. 

Between 1940 and 1947 the civilian population of 
the Panama Canal Zone rose by about 19,800, or 71 per
cent, reaching about 47,500 in the latter year. At the 
time 01' the last census 'the are~l Iled a ci'vilian 
population of about 2'7,800 and a total population 01' 

51,82'7. 

'Vhei;otal population of the Virgin Islands of the 
United States amounted to about 27,200 in 1947, a num
ber only slightly larger than the 19'10 population 0,1' 
24,889. The rate of growth :in this Possession (about 
9 percent) was substantJ.ally lower than that in the 
other areas included in this report and approximated 
that for continental United States 1n the salUe period. 

~:'wo kinds of estimates are presented :for the 'I'el'J:i
tory 0 t' Hawaii ,puerto Hieo, and the VirgIn Islands, 
in the accompanying table: 

(1) 'rhe total population, Le., the civilian pop~ 
ulation plus armed foroes stationed in the area; and 

(2) The civilian population. 
l'he estimates for the I'anama Canal Zone relata to the 
civilian popUlation only, 
'If";30 

Estimates oftha oivilian population for puerto 
Rico and the Virgin Islands are based on statistics 
from the 1 ast decennIal () ensus, taken on April 1, 1940, 
and on statistics of births, deaths, immigration, emi
gratIon, and net 10S8 of populatIon to the armed 
foresa, tor the period since the census, The v:!.tal 
statistic s were obtained largely from the National 
OUic e of Vital Statistics, U. S. Public Health Serv
ice, and the migration statistics were obtained from 
the Immigration and Naturalization SerVice, Department 
of Justice, Because. the reported death statistics in
clude the deaths of members ot' the armed forces s ta
tioned in the area, an estimate of such deaths was 
subtracted from the reported death statistics to ob
tain an estimate of deaths of civilians only. 

1;l1e estimates for the 'rerritory of Hawaii shown in 
this release tal«l into account, in addition to the 
types of data d'lscribed abOVe, the results of a reg
istrat.ion of the civ.ilian population conducted by the 
Office of Civilian Defense in the period .Tanuary to 
June, 1942, and statis'tics on movements of civilians 
in military vessels during the war years. The latter 
are not includecl in the official immigration 1'igurefJ 
compiled by the Illl!ll,igration and Naturalization Service, 
Because complete information on depart,ures from the 
Territory in Navy vesselS was not ava,:llable and be
cause overcountlng may have occurred in the registra-
Lion as a result of the length of the period over 
which it extended, the est:lmates for Hawaii should be 
regarded, as only rough approximations; 

'1'l1e estimates of the popul/J,tion of the Panama Ganal 
Zone for most of the years given in the accompanyillg 
table are based on a house~'to-hotlse canvass of the 
resident () i vilian population made by the police 1'orce 
o:f the Canal Zone, '1'he oanvass :lncluded cIvilian em
ployees of the Army and Navy and lll,embers of 'the tami·· 
lies of Army and Navy personnel. For the more reGent 
year'3 the house~to-house canvass c overed only a por
tIon of the civilian popUlation and was suppl.emented 
by information regarding the remainder 01' the oi vill.an 
populatIon ,furniShed by Army and Nfavy authorities. 

Despite the heavy demand for current postoensal 
estimll'tes of the population of' the Terri tory ot' Alaska, 
estimates for this area are not presented in this re
leasB. It has not been possible to prepare a reliable 




