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The populstion of continental Unlted States
on July 1, 1948, exceeded 1464 million, accord-
ing to m provisional estimete released btoday by
J. C. Capt, Director, Bureau of the Census, De-
This flgure includes

partment of Commerce.
sbout 145.3 million eivilians 1in this country
in the armed foroces, whether

pius all persons
here or abroad.

between April 1,
1940, the date of the last census, and July 1,
- 1948, was almost 15 million, or more than 11
percent of the 131,669,275 persons enumerated 1ln
1940, Population growth in the 8i. years follow-
ing the 1940 census already greatly exceeds the
increase of less than 9 milllion persons during
the 10 years preceding -that census. It is now
virtuslly certain that even 1if population in-
crease in the next few years is only moderate,
the census %o be teken 1in April, 1950, will re-~
veal the largest absolute intercensal population
increase in our history, exceeding the previous
record increase of about 17 million during the

twenties.

The increase in population

Population changes Ln the years gince 1940
have . been somewhat irregulars The greatest
growth took place between July 1, 1946, and
June 30, 1947, when approximately 2.8 million
persons . were added to the populetion. In the
year followlng, the population galn wes somewhat
smaller, being only about 2.5 million; 1t was,
however, still far greater than the largest an~

.nual increase during the war years, namely 1.8
million between July 1, 1942, and June 30, 1943.
“The  combined population geln for the two years
after July 1, 1946, wss about 5.3 million, or
36 percent of the total galn since April 1, 1940.
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galn for the two
only half as

In contrast, the population
years after July 1, 1940, wes
great, being about 2.7 million.

The primary factor in the rapid rate of
growth of the population in recent years has
been the tremendous postwar rise in the Dbirth
rate, which is due very largely to the demoblli=-
zation of men from the armed forces.,' This rise
has been assocliated with a continuing high level
of employment, a high marriage rate, and an op-
timistic outlook resulting from the termination
of the war eand the reunion of familles. Also
favorable to a very rapid increase of population
in recent years, but of less importance than the
rise in the birth rate, were low death rates and

a slight increase in net immigration.

Tstimates of the population including armed
forces overseas, by monthe, for January 1, 1946,
to July 1, 1948, and for July 1 of each year

since the last censug, together wlth the com~
ponents of population change, are shown in
table 1.7 ‘

excluding armed forces over-
plus armed

Tha'pcpulation
seas (i.e., the ¢ivilian population

_forces stationed in the United States) was about

1 gurrent Population Reports, Series P-20, No. 18.

2 5 the 1040 census the armed forces of the United
States serving oversess wers excluded from the figure for
the tobal populastion of continental United States. It is
gstimated that thisg group numbered sabout 151,000, The
estimates of the total population of continental United
States ineluding armed forces overseas for July 1, 1940,
and subsequent dates were computed by adding births and
irmigrants and subtracting deaths and emigrants from the
population enumerated on April 1, 1940, As a result the
estimates alsc exelunde 151,000 persons and are comparable
with the figure from the 1940 census,




146,116,000 on July 1, 1948. This group gained
2,702,000 persons between July 1, 1947,
and July 1, 1948; the net return of servicemen
to the United States contributed only a semall
proportion of the increase. The greatest growith
took place in the 12 months ing July 1, 1946,
just followiﬁg the end of the war, when about
four-Cifths of the lncrease of 7,881,000 was due
to the demobilizetion of the armed forces,

about

ending

Similarly, recent increases in the clvilian
population are not so sbriking as those that oce
curred in the period immedistely following the
end of the war. In the 12 months preceding
July 1, 1948, the civilian population lncreased
from 142,660,000 to 145,306,000, a gain of
2,647,000, as compared with an increase of almost

11 million in the 12 months ending July L, 1946.

Estimates of the population excluding ermed
forces overseas and of the civilian population,
by months, for January 1, 1946, to July L, 1948,
and for July 1 of each year slnce the last
census, are shown in table 2.

The egtimates - presented in the accompanying
tables are based on statistlics from the 1940
census; statistics of births and deaths, pro-
vidéd by the National Office of Vitel Statlstics,
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United States Public Health Service; stetis-
tics of immigration and emigration, provided by
the Immigration' and Neturalization Service, De-
partment of Justice, and data relating to the slze
and distribution of the armed forces obtained
The birth and death

from armed forces records.
figures have been adjusted for underreglstra-
tion, the adjustment of deaths for the more

included in this report belng con-

recent ysars
of children one year of

fined %o demths under
age. Combat and noncombat deaths of mllitaery
personnel overseag are included -~ In the death
statistics. ’

The estimates glven in this report for .each

month from February 1L, 19&6,-@0 January 1, 1948,
supersede those for the same dates glven In
Population--Special Reportg, Series P-47, No. 1,
and in Current Populetion Reports, Serles P-25,
Nos. 3, 6, and 7. The estimates for 1947 and
1948 presented in this relesse are preliminary
and subject to further revisgion.

The absclute figures presented in thls report
have been rounded bo the nesrest thousand. Fig-
ures for component groups have not been adjusted
to totels, which have been independently rounded.
Derived figures are based on the unrounded abso-
lute numbeérs.
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Table 1,--ESPIMATES OF THE POFULATION OF CONPINENTAL UNITED STATES INCLUDING ARMED FORCES OVERSEAS: 1940 TO 1948

(Absolute figures have been rounded to the nearest thousand, TFigures for component groups have not been adjusted to totals, which
have been independently rounded, Derived flgures are based on the unrounded absolute numbers)

ig;?iai? iézge Change since preceding date
te > a3t 4 B . 3 S€
Date Population o Wet increase ) Exocess of |Net civilian
Number oeht Pope Births® Deaths® |bleths over| arrivals
: Number ceﬁt : deathgi |from abroad?®
BY YEARS
JUly 1, 19B.eeeerecccersne| 146,571,000 | 14,902,000 | 11.38'] 2,533,000 1.76 | 3,700,000 | 1,458,000 | 2,248,000 296,000
Tuly 1, 1947 ccsepwnresanse| 144,084,000 |- 12,364,000 9.89 | 2,799,000 1.98 | 8,997,000 | 1,428,000 | 2,569,000 880,000
JUly 1, L94660assveenccens| 141,285,000 9,565,000 7,26 1 1,649,000 Lel8 | 2,897,000 | 1,440,000 | 1,457,000 192,000
July 1, 1948sveesvecasases] 139,686,000 7,916,000 6,01 | 1,508,000 1,09 | 2,955,000 | 1,652,000 | 1,308,000 199,000
JUuly 1y, 194deecescsscvecas| 188,085,000 8,414,000 4487 | 1,686,000 1.16 | 8,017,000 | 1,556,000 | 1,460,000 126,000
July 1, 1948uvceescasesess| 136,497,000 4,828,000 3.67 | 1,888,000 1.86 | 8,209,000 | 1,487,000 | 1,782,000 110,000
July 1, 1948.0sevvanoovncol 134,665,000 2,996,000 228 | 1,462,000 1.10 | 2,808,000 | 1,415,000 | 1,393,000 69,000
July 1, 1941ecacevocscsses| 133,808,000 1,584,000 1.6 | 1,238,000 0.98 | 2,628,000 | 1,454,000 | 1,174,000 59,000
July 1, 1940c0cecoenosesve| 131,970,000 301,000 G823 301,000 |. 0.83 623,000 858,000 270,000 81,000
April 1, 1940 (census)..e.| 181,669,275 - - = - L - - -
BY MONTHS
July 1, 194840 essverpenasn| 146,571,000 | 14,908,000 | 11,32 186,000 0613 284,000 115,000 162,000 17,000
June 1, 194Bcesssssoansors] 146,836,000 | 14,716,000 | 11.18 177,000 0,138 286,000 120,000 166,000 11,000
May 1, 1948..00000esesvscs] 146,209,000 | 14,540,000 { 11.04 196,000 0138 298,000 181,000 171,000 18,000
tpril L, 1948.esvevsoessns| 146,018,000 | 14,849,000 | 10,90 209,000 0,14 812,000 131,000 181,000 28,000
March L, 1948 ccerecesccase] 145,809,000 | 14,140,000 | 10.74 187,000 0,18 293,000 139,000 162,000 25,000
Pebruary 1, 1948seseccsosal 145,622,000 | 18,958,000 | 10,60 188,000 0,13 304,000 187,000 167,000 22,000
Tanuery L, 194B.iase.ssses| 145,434,000 | 18,765,000 | 10,45 196,000 018 308,000 138,000 176,000 21,000
Deceonber 1, 1947.eassveess| 145,289,000 | 13,569,000 | 10.31 208,000 Oul4 302,000 117,000 184,000 24,000
November L, 1947caveessaso| 145,080,000 | 18,361,000 | 10.15 235,000 0.16 388,000 118,000 210,000 25,000
October 1, 1947cssessecves| 144,796,000 ; 13,126,000 9687 267,000 0.18 328,000 108,000 220,000 47,000
September L, 1947esossssee| 144,589,000 | 12,860,000 9677 249,000 0417 331,000 114,000 217,000 38,000
August L, 1947.csssvsenene| 144,880,000 | 12,611,000 9.58 346,000 0,17 885,000 114,000 221,000 25,000
Tuly 1, 194Teecconwusssowo| 144,084,000 | 12,364,000 9.89 225,000 0416 317,000 114,000 204,000 21,000
June 1, 1947.sceccncoconsal 148,809,000 | 12,140,000 9.28 214,000 0.18 317,000 120,000 196,000 18,000
May 1, 1947 uesc0eeecesesas| 148,596,000 | 11,926,000 8,08 810,000 0015 312,000 127,000 184,000 26,000
APTIL 1, 1947.c00ceonseveas| 448,885,000 | 11,716,000 8,90 231,000 0,16 339,000 188,000 201,000 30,000
sareh 1, 1947csvenscesasss] 143,154,000 | 11,485,000 8,72 ¢ 815,000 0.15 820,000 119,000 201,000 11,000
February L, 1947.oesseceas| 148,948,000 | 11,278,000 B.56 247,000 [y 859,000 138,000 226,000 21,000
TJamuary L, 1947.ecssescana| 142,696,000 ; 11,026,000 8,37 225,000 0,16 866,000 127,000 289,000 w000
Decomber L, 194B8.0csossass| 142,471,000 | 10,802,000 8,20 240,000 0,17 348,000 114,000 235,000 5,000
‘Noveiber 1, 196c0sesesvo0| 142,281,000 [ 10,568,000 8.02 270,000 0419 856,000 114,000 245,000 28,000
October 1, 1948.ccovosssans| 141,961,000 | 10,292,000 7,88 272,000 0.19 342,000 107,000 235,000 37,000
September 1, 19%46ecssssans| 141,689,000 | 10,020,000 7461 245,000 0el? 328,000 | . 106,000 228,000 22,000
August L, 1946.c0cnossoons| 141,445,000 9,775,000 7 .48 210,000 0,15 301,000 109,000 192,000 18,000
July 1, 194B.casvescocanes] 141,285,000 4,565,000 7,86 165,000 .12 255,000 111,000 144,000 21,000
June 1, 1946.cssvsoceseses] 141,069,000 9,400,000 7414 169,000 012 245,000 117,000 189,000 40,000
May 1, 1946..0ses000onocsal 140,901,000 94231,000 7s0L 152,000 013 238,000 116,000 117,000 85,000
Apzil L, 194Bcessoesccoans| 140,749,000 9,080,000 6490 14:6,000 0,10 240,000 125,000 115,000 ' 31,000
Mareh 1, 194B.csceocssosos| 140,603,000 8,984,000 6,79 109,000 0.08 217,000 121,000 97,000 12,000
Fobruary L, 1946ecsecessos| 140,494,000 8,825,000 6470 101,000 0.07 285,000 141,000 94,000 6,000
Januory 1, 1946csccccsoces| 140,394,000 8,724,000 6,63 w “ - - “ -

1 Egtimated total including en adjustment for underregistratlon.
2 4 minus sign (~) denotes net departures from continental United States.
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EXOTUDING ARMED FORCES OVERSHAS, AND ESTIMATES
1940 TO 1948

Table 2,-~ESTIMATES OF THE POPULATION OF CONTINENTAL UNITED STAT
' OF THE CIVILIAN POPULATION:

a nob been adjusted to botals,

(Absolute figures have been rounded to the nearsst thousand, Figures for component groups he
which have heen lundspendently rounded.

Derived flgures are based on anrounded absolute numbers)

Population sxcluding srmed forces overseas Civilian populetlon
. Incrense (+) or decroase (=) Increass (+) or decremse ()
Date o TN i
Population since preceding date gince preceding date
Number Parecent Number Percent
BY YEARS
July L, 1948.. . ccneonvacuons 146,116,000 +5,708,000 +1.88 ¥ 000 +8,64% 000 +1.86
July L, L9470 euonenvnvocons 148,414,000 +5,515,000 +8, 61 660,000 +4 259,000 +3,08
July L, 1946...000vuvsnvavon 189,899,000 +7,881,000 5, 97 3 400,000 10, 948, 000 +8,59
Tuly 1, 1945, 0uvuoanunuesonn 152,019,000 ~538,000 ~0,40 52,000 +916,000 40,78
July 1, 1944, 00 vecranncones 182,558,000 «1,414,000 1,06 26,536,000 ~B74 , 000 -0, 69
July 1, 193 iiennsnsaon 138,966,000 +196,000 +0, 15 3,468,000 =868
July 1, 1942.. .. cecensencncs 188,771,000 +710,000 +0, 68 «588, 000 0,58
July 1, 1981 saercvsoonoes 128,060,000 +1,, 106,000 +0,84 181,558,000 »108,000 0,08
July L, 1940..cencoooscncoss 131,954,000 +285,000 +0. 88 131,659,000 +257,000 +0, B0
April 1, 1940 {census)...... 181,669,875 - - 181,408,000 w -
BY. MONTHS

July 1, L94B.ceecernoceannn 146,116,000 +190,000 +0,13 145,306,000 +191,000 +0,13
June 1, 1948cccvoccococnsoas 145,926,000 +171,000 +0,12 +164 ,000 +0,11
May 1, 194B..vuvecncincenaas 145,755,000 +187 000 +0, 13 +177,000 +0,12
April L, 1948...cssncocncnos 145,568,000 +216,000 +0,15 144,774,000 +21%,000 +0, 15
March 1, 1948.0s0viecscacnos 145,852,000 +201,000 +0.14 144,559,000 +188,000 +0,18
February ¥, 1948..ccverences 145,151,000 +194,000 +0,18 144,376,000 +192,000 +0,13
January 1, 1948...cvcsoancee 144,957,000 +282,000, +0,16 144, 184,000 +£36,000 +0.16
December 1, 1947...c.evrecnss| 144,725,000 | +835,000 +0.16 148,948,000 +285,000 +0,16
November 1, 1947...c0cessoon 144,490,000 +278,000 #0019 148,718,000 +256 ,000 +0.18
L 0etober 1, L9470 . veesanones 144,217,000 +875,000 40,19 148,457,000 +880,000 +0.20
September 1, 1%47..c.c0ccane 148,942,000 +265,000 +0,18 148,177 ,000 +263,000 +0,18
Mgust 1, 1947, 0. ceenncosans 143,676,000 +262,000 +0,18 142,914,000 «254,000 +0, 18
TULY 1, 1947 ceseansnersenacs 148,414,000 +84.6,000 +0,17 148,860,000 +250,000 +0,18
Tone L, 19470 cuueanccossons 143,168,000 +B55,000 +0,18 148,410,000 +280,000 +0, 20
May. 1, 1947.0.scs0cacocasson 142,918,000 +285,000 40,16 12,180,000 +285,000 +0, 20
April 1, 1%7..eceovresorons 142,679,000 +267,000 +0, 1% 141,845,000 +286,000 +0, 20
Mereh 1, 1947 ccessvncoccenos 142,412,000 +244 ,000 0,17 141,559,000 +858,000 +0,18
TFebruary 1, 1947.c0cacoscvas 142,168,000 +253,000 +0, 18 141,806,000 +309,000 +0, 28
January L, 1947...000cs0000e 141,918,000 +241,000 +0. 17 140,997,000 +361., 000 +0, 26
December 1, 1946..cccocoesse 141,675,000 +261,000 +0, 18 140,686,000 +4.24:, 000 +0, 80
Novenber L, 1946.cs0ecccsnos 141,414,000 +877,000 +0, 87 140,218,000 +4:31,,000 +0, 381
October 1, 1946..cccvoccsnss 141,087,000 +878,000 +0.26 189,781,000 +948,000 +0,26
September 1, 1946..cscosoces 140,664,000 +881,000 +0.,2% 189,438,000 +525,000 +0,38
August L, 1948....a0cecvvases 140,283,000 +884,,000 +0, 27 138,909,000 +508,000 +0, 37
STy L, 1946.ccecncicnonnacs 139,899,000 +290,000 +0. 81 138,400,000 +498,000 +0, 36
June L, 1946..ccoocensvencos 189,610,000 +£21.,000 +0, 80 187,908,000 +B57,000 +0,41,
May L, 1946.civevocccocascas © 189,189,000 +402,000 +0,29 127,851,000 +688 , 000 +0, 50
April 1, 1946..uicvsccsvsson 188,786,000 +439,000 +0.88 136,668,000 +702,000 +0,52
March 1, 1046ceccvaincocorsvn 138,847,000 +518,000 +0,87 185,961,000 +1,014,000 +0,75
" February 1, 1946c.csc0casons 187,885,000 +990,000 +0,78 184, 946,000 +1,182,000 +0,88
Tanmuary 1, 1946...censecncas 186,845,000 - - 138,764,000 - -
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