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REVISIONS 

For more recent data, including revisions, see the current Statistical 
Abstract of the United States where, beginning with the 1949 issue (avail­
able about November 1949), these time series will be brought to date annu-

ally in a special appendix which will include revisions for earlier years. 

ERRATA 

Page 1, series A 3-99 (text), general note, line 11, should read "was 
821 billion dollars" and "was 353 billion dollars," not "million dollars." 

Page 112, series E 265 (table), 1940 figure should read "31,061," not 
"31,601." 

Page 118, series F 200-211 (text), lines 9-10, weight of standr..rd case 
of salmon should read "48 pounds," not "45 pounds." 

Page 174, series II 117 and II 124 (table); footnote 1 should read "Ex­
cludes loans," not "Includes loans." 

Page 256, series N 86-89 (text), lines 18-19, should read "For 1920-
1936, series N 86," not "series N 88." 

Page 267, series N 67 (table), 1933 figure should read "-9.6," not "-9.9." 
Page 278, series N 124-130 (table), omit headnote; table is in dollars, 

not thousands of dollars. 

In a volume of detailed historical statistics it. is inevitable that errors 
will occur which will be discovered only in use of the bOOk. Users encoun­
tering such errors are urged to communicate them to the Bureau of the 
Census where they will be listed for correction in a 'revised edition. In the 
meantime, if a sufficient number of corrections accumulate, additional 
errata sheets may be issued. Those users who wish to be placed on the 
mailing list to receive such errata sheets should address a request in 
writing to the Director, United States Bureau of the Census, Washington 
25, D. C. 
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HISTORICAL STATISTICS OF THE UNITED STATES 

Introduction 

This historical supplement to the Statistical Abstract of the 
United States presents, in compact form for ready reference, ap­
proximately 3,000 statistical time series which cover various 
periods from 1789 to 1945. In a very few instances, figures are 
shown for the colonial period and the years under the Continental 
Congress. These statistics reflect economic, social, and political 
aspects of the development of the Nation since the Federal Govern­
ment was formally established. 

The present edition is not intended as a final product. In terms 
of the objectives of the compilers it is preliminary in character 
and comprises, in effect, a working manuscript. As such, it estab· 
lishes a pattern and provides a preliminary selection of materials. 
Gaps and weaknesses are thereby disclosed and problems crys­
tallized. On the basis of the experience thus gain'ed, and the sug­
gestions and criticisms of users of this edition, the process of revi­
sion will make possible a more useful future edition. 

This volume is designed to serve two immediate needs. First, 
to bring together for the convenience of users of statistics the 
historical series of wide general interest; and second, to provide, 
through brief descriptive text and precise source notes, a guide 
to the types of historical data available, so as to inform the user 
where further data can be o,btained. These objectives are similar 
to those of the annual Statistical Abstract of the United States, 
except that in the annual volume the emphasis is on current data 
with limited historical data as background. 

The historical statistics selected for presentation here consist 
primarily of data readily available in Federal agencies and in a 
few additional quarters. In the compilation task, the Bureau of 
the Census has not engaged in new research for the purpose of 
establishing new series, revising existent series, or interpreting 
the comparability through time of the statistics presented. 

Furthermore, the conditions of compilation, particularly the 
time factor, made it impracticable to take full advantage of the 
research already performed by others. To locate and bring to­
gether for initial inspection any significant proportion of the con­
tributions to historical statistics which may be found in govern-

,ment and other reports would be a formidable task in itself, 
exclusive of the evaluation necessary as a prelude to pUblication. 
Even the selection and preparation for publication of 3,000 sta­
tistical time series out of those most ready of access would have 
proved impracticable without the cooperation of the many govern­
ment bureaus whose materials are shown. 

In particular, it is felt that so-called "lapsed" series are not 
sufficiently represented here. These are series once compiled an­
nually but abandoned at some time in the past. The reason for 
abandonment varies: A new and more adequate measure of the 
given phenomena may have become possible; the phenomena 
being measured may have ceased to exist, as in the instance of the 
statistics on slavery; the subject field may have been one in which 
the Federal Government ceased to collect data; or the phenomena 
may have receded to a position of minor import in our national 
life. A careful selection and presentation of such series would go 
far to provide a more complete statistical picture of the early and 
middle periods of the Nation's existence. 

late research by others leading to filling in of gaps in historical 
knowledge-research that will afford materials for inclusion in 
future revisions. 

The Problem of Historical Statistics 

The statistics of the Nation are an important and even indis­
pensable tool in the proper portrayal of the status of the United 
States in various subject fields at various periods in time. There 
are surprisingly few general fields in which existent figures cannot 
supplement or clarify the qualitative historical records-figures 
which were compiled year by year during the course of events, or 
were reconstructed later on the basis of existent statistical evi­
dence. 

The extent to which statistical data are cited or taken into 
account in historical writings is frequently dependent upon the 
ready availability of the needed data to the writers. An under­
standable lack of knowledge as to the existence of historical sta­
tistics in a given field, and the relative inaccessibility of the 
volumes in which they may be found, combine to prevent their 
more widespread and effective use. 

True, in some subject fields statistical time series are entirely 
lacking, particularly figures already arranged year by year. In 
many important fields, however, the past publications of the 
Nation, public ahd private, contain a wealth of data periodically 
compiled which reflect the fact that "a strong passion for statis­
tics early developed itself in the life of, our people ... " 1 

Sources of data. Among the numerous sources of historical sta­
tistics of the United States are the annual reports of the execu­
tive heads of the various Departments, Bureaus, and other agen­
cies of the Federal Government, reports of special Federal 'com­
missions established from time to time, the volumes of the various 
cepsuses of the United States, the printed debates of the Congress, 
the published reports of Committees of the Congress and the 
transcripts· of hearings conducted by them on important legisla­
tive measures, the published reports and documents of State 
Governments, the statistical publications of private research foun­
dations and organizations and of the universities and colleges of 
the Nation, and the great mass of statistical and other volumes 
printed privately by other organizations and individuals. 

, Difficulty of accessibility. The accessibility of these great masses 
of historical data to those who wish to use them is another matter. 

,As matters stand, Senators and Congressmen, public officials, 
economic, social, and political historians, research workers, teach­
ers, students, journalists, and authors, to mention only a few 
groups, who wish to consult the historical statistics 'Iavailable" 
in published form on a given subject are faced with three major 
difficulties: 

First, the determination of the existence' of the data and the 
!denti~cation of the exact public or private document or volume 
m WhICh the data may be found. Frequently, this requires a 
knowledge of the responsibilities of government bureaus in years 
long past, and the scope, coverage, and formal description or 
title of their official reports. The exact material which is desired 
may already have been compiled, but it may well be buried 
in an obscure special report or in the published documents of 
an early Congress-publications which few libraries may have 
on their shelves. 

Furthermore, the present staff of the Government Bureau now 
responsible for the given subject field may have only a meager 

Major objectives of a future revision of this volume should in­
clude presentation of additional series less readily available, a 
selection of some of the more significant lapsed series which offer 
light on early American history, and series in a few additional 
subject fields for which statistics could not be presented in this 
first edition. It is hoped also that the present volume will stimu-

1 From a speech ?y Francis A. Walker, Superintendent of the Ninth and Tenth 
Cen~u~es of th~ Uruted ~tates (1870 and 1880), delivered before the International 
Statl~tlcal Institute, ChICago, 1893. 
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HISTORICAL STATISTICS OF THE UNITED STATES 

knowledge of the detailed statistics contained in the early reports 
and published documents of their own and predecessor agencies. 

Second, once an exact published source has been determined, 
the data may not be found already arranged in the form of a 
time series. 

which also expressed an interest, was invited by the Joint Com­
mittee to send representatives to its meetings. 

In some historical fields, such as banking, merchant vessel 
tonnage, and the fiscal affairs of the government, current or 
fairly recent government documents carry extensive statistical 
summary tables which provide the more important data carried 
far back in time year by year. In other fields, the annual reports 
and other documents present figures only for the most recent 

. year. Accordingly, historical tables must be constructed labo­
riously by reference to as many volumes as there are years to be 
considered. This requires access to a collection of such volumes 
possessed by few libraries. 
- Even in Washington, D. C., at the seat of Government, where 
the extensive collections of the Library of Congress may be 
supplemented by reference to Bureau and Departmental libra':' 
ries and records, the compilation of long-term time series by 
reference to individual annual reports is a laborious and time­
consuming task. 

Third, identification of changes in concept and coverage over 
a period of time is important since such changes may affect 
vitally the interpretation of the statistics for· a span of years. 
Coupled with this is the need for definitions of terms employed 
in published historical tables, definitions which may be in a 
separate publication or may never have been published. 

A ready "solution" of the first two difficulties by location of 
a previously compiled time series may prove deceptive. As a 
general rule, historical tables in government documents repre­
sent compilations of figures with a minimum of text and tabular 
notes. Definitions, where given, are usually for the current year; 
qualifications of data, particularly warnings as to changes in 
concepts and collection methods over the years, are often 
inadequate. 

Grave risks are entailed in attempts to compile long-term time 
series of annual data by reference to successive issues of the Sta­
tistical Abstract of ,the United States. In each issue, many revised 
figures appear .. Generally, these are for the immediately preced­
ing year or years, but revisions in the more historical data are 
not uncommon. Statistics for the specific years for which data 
are shown in the most recent issue of the Statistical Abstract may 
be used with no greater precaution than is necessary when making 
use of any highly abbreviated presentation of historical statistics. 
However, the attempt to fill in data for omitted years by refer­
ence to earlier issues may well result in serious lack of compara­
bility through time. 

In view of the broad difficulties outlined above, it is appar­
ent that no single reference volume can offer a complete solution 
to the problem of historical statistics, as such. At best, it can pro­
vide a selection of statistics in a number of broad subject fields 
and constitute a guide to the more basic and detailed sources of 
data-functions which comprise the objectives of Historical Sta­
tistics of the United States. 

Origins of This Volume 

This yol~me stems directly from a resolution of the Committ~e 
on Problems and Policy of the Social Science Research Council 
which was transmitted to the Secretary of Commerce. That reso­
lution urged that the Secretary give consideration to the compila­
tion and publication by the Bureau of the Census of a source book 
of economic statistics. 

The proposal was discussed by the Committee on Problems and 
Policy of the Social Science Research Council on July 28, 1945, 
which adopted and transmitted to the Secretary of Commerce 
the resolution referred to above. . 

In his reply to the Social Science Rese~rch Council, dated August 
9, 1945, the Secretary of Commerce wrote "The Bureau of the 
Census is prepared to cooperate to the fullest extent possible in 
the preparation of this volume and is including in its budget re­
quest for next year (fiscal year 1947) the necessary funds for com­
pilation and printing." The Bureau of the Census was particularly 
interested in this proposal because of the growing belief of staff 
members responsible for preparation of the annual Statistical Ab­
stract of the United States that a historical supplement to that 
volume was needed. Such a supplement would provide users of 
the Statistical Abstract with needed historical compilations which 
some users now attempt to obtain by reference to successive back 
issues, frequently with unfortunate results as indicated above. 
Also, additional current statistics could ·be included in the annual 
issues of the Statistical Abstract if some reduction could be made 
in the space devoted to historical data. Funds were made available 
for this purpose in the appropriations for 1947 and compilation 
work was begun. 

With the formal acceptance by the Bureau of the Census of re­
sponsibility for compilation of the volume, the Joint Committee. 
was reconstituted and it became the Social Science Research 
Council Committee on the Source Book of. Historical Statistics, 
Advisory to the Bureau of the Census. The Committee on Research 
in Economic History of the Social SciencaResearch Council made 
additional funds available so that the Committee on the Source 
Book of Historical Statistics could appoint a full-time executive 
secretary to work with the Bureau of the Census in the joint effort 
to insure that this book meet the widest possible needs. 

Planning and Compilation 

As a first step in the actual preparation of this volume, the 
Bureau of the Census staff, with the advice and cooperation of the 
Advisory Committee, prepared a working outline and statement 
of basic premises to guide the selection of material. It was neces­
sary to set up a procedure for reviewing and sifting the many 
series available in an effort to select for presentation in the limited 
space of a single volume those series that would be most widely 
useful. 

After agreement on a basic framework, a number of agencies 
and persons were approached to prepare lists of significant avail­
able historical series for specific subjects which they would recom­
mend for inclusion or to review and supplement lists prepared by 
the editorial staff of the volume. Since it was realized that there 
were many questions and much room for judgment in the prepa­
ration of these lists, it was intended that the lists be given a 
further broad review throughout the field of possible users in 
government, in business, and in the academic world. Most of these 
first lists were prepared or edited by persons in Federal govern­
ment agencies since such persons were more readily available for 
consultation. 

It soon became evident that the broader review process would 
be of limited value unless the data themselves could be made 
available to those who were to be asked to review the lists. This 
need led to the preparation of this edition without such a broad 
review. 

The idea had been originated by J. Frederic Dewhurst who, 
in a memorandum dated April 12, 1945, outlined the need for a 
volume which would bring together within a single cover the most 
important of the comprehensive statistical series measuring the 
economic development of the United States over the past century 
or more. Dr. Dewhurst submitted his proposal, which included 
illustrative materials, to the American Statistical Association 
and the American Economic Association which, the same year, 
set up a Joint Committee to explore the practical problems of 
Dreparing such a volume. The Economic History Association, 

Comments and suggestions. It is the intention of the Bureau 
of the Census to review this material systematically in the next 
few years. To this end, users of this volume are encouraged to send 
in any comments or any information they have which they believe 
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INTRODUCTION 

will make this volume more complete and more useful. The state­
ment of "Basic Premises for Data Selection," which comprised 
the basic cOI1siderations for the project, is reproduced without 
significant change in Appendix II. This provides the criteria 

. aga;inst which contributions and suggestions for future editions 
should be measured. In itself, the statement of premises is subject 
to change, and criticisms and suggestions leading to its improve­
ment will be welcomed. 

TECHNICAL NOTES 

Arrangement of the data. Data finally selected for inclusion in 
this volume are arranged by subject in lettered chapters and num­
bered series. The chapter titles are of necessity somewhat arbi­
trarily chosen and certain materials could have been classified 
under several of them. On the whole, however, it is felt that subject 
matter of interest can readily be found by reference either to the 
sUbject-listing under the chapter titles in the table of contents 
or to the index on the last pages of the book. Because of the possi­
ble confusion of capital letter I and Roman numeral I and of 
capital letter 0 with zero (0), these two letters have been omitted 
in identifying the chapters. 

Each series or tabular column is assigned a number, the first 
series in each chapter beginning with 1. Each series is further 
identified in the table titles and cross-references by prefixing the 
chapter letter. Thus, the 44th series in the chapter on Agriculture 
is designated as E 44 to distinguish it from the 44th series in the 
chapter on Transportation designated as K 44. 

All series begin with the most recent year for which data have 
been obtained and run backward in time. Insofar as possible, there 
are uniformly placed spaces above every year ending in 0 or 5. 
No data are shown for years subsequent to 1945; this was done 
partly becawile it facilitated the space arrangement, but primarily 
because a considerable body of 1946 figures were still preliminary 
at the time this volume was in preparation. 

Basic premises. When preparing a volume of this type, certain 
basic premises must be established to guide the staff and consult­
ants in the selection and preparation of the material. These prem­
ises are subject to modification in accordance with the problems 
encountered during the course of operations. A statement on the 
basic premises for Historical Statistics of the United States is pre­
sented as appendix II on page 350. The extent to which it has been 
possible, or impracticable, to adhere to the objectives and premises 
described will be apparent to the user of this edition. The following 
specific observations relate to the limitations of the tabular ma­
terials and descriptive text as found in this preliminary edition. 

Area coverage. Data shown in this volume are for continental 
United States as a whole, unless otherwise specified in table titles, 
tabular notes, or descriptive text. In some instances, however, the 
source material used failed to specify clearly the exact area covered. 
Where practicable, the matter was investigated and the appro­
priate qualification added. 

Time coverage. Three major problems of identification of time­
periods were encountered: (1) The sources occasionally did not 
state whether the data were for a calendar or fiscal year; (2) if for 
a fiscal year, it was not always clear whether the data were for a 
fiscal year ending June 30, September 30, or some other date; (3) 
shifts in time coverage, as from calendar to fiscal year, during the 
period covered by the series, were not always clear in the source. 

In all three instances, particularly where time shifts seemed 
likely to have occurred, an effort was made to determine the exact 
situation so far as practicable. 

period of years when available. In spite of this, some series which 
are presented here as continuous through the years are comprised 
of distinct segments. These series are shown thus in this volume 
for the following reasons: 

1. The series have been transcribed as shown in the source ma­
terials. The volumes from which data were taken frequently present' 
historical summaries in a given field for the purpose of permitting 
broad comparisons, or to bring out certain particular attributes 
for which the data shown are comparable, with tabular notes se­
lected in terms of the particular presentation purpose. It is possible 
that notations vital to other types of interpretation were omitted. 
Thus, a series showing data from 1789 to the present may be 
adequately noted for use of those who wish to measure the extent 
to which certain present-day phenomena have their antecedents in 
past time; the same notes may well be useless, and the omitted 
notes vital, to a person whose interest is confined to the period 
1820-1860. 

Actually, the problem of omitted qualifications is inherent in 
virtually every time-series of any length. The series presented here 
are no exceptions to that rule. In general, where the sources used 
provided tabular notes, qualifying the data, such notes have been 
included here. 

2. In some instances, the linkage of series had already been per­
formed and published by competent research workers who had 
made a careful study of the factors involved. Such series have, of 
course, been presented here, citing the source. Even here" how­
ever, it should be noted that the research may have been carried 
on in terms of specific objectives. Consequently, the data are 
subject to increased qualifications when used fo~ purposes other 
than those contemplated by the original responsible analyst. 

Omissions of data, "blank" cells. The significance of dashes in 
tabular cells requires explanation, since their meaning tends to vary 
from series to series, and even within the same series. In general, 
the presence of cell "leaders" or "dashes" indicates merely that 
no information was provided for this volume. In respect to possible 
significance, dash entries may mean that (1) no information exists 
for the given year, (2) that the entry, if shown, would be zero (0), 
(3) the information was not available, whether because it was 
never requested, or whether it was requested but was not forth­
coming, or (4) the information is believed to exist in published 
fOfm but it was not practicable to do the research necessary to 
locate the appropriate source. 

Further, the practices of the several government agencies and 
private sources of information differ as to the meaning of dashes in 
cells, the extent to which they label material as "not available," 
the meaning of the term "not available," the use of the zero (0) 
entry, etc. 

In general, the policy adopted in preparing this volume, was to 
retain "not available" notations where they appeared for inter­
mediate years in the series; to change them to dashes where they 
appeared at the beginning or end of the series. Where cells were 
left blank in the sources, they were filled with dashes in this volume. 

Series linkage. No formal attempt has been made in this edition 
to extend a single series farther through time by linking it to another 
series which terminated at or near the date on which the first 
series began, or stopped, as the case may be. However, in anum· 
ber of instances, notably in the chapter on agriculture, such series 
have been presented in adjoining columns, with an overlap for a 

Finally, since series of varying length taken from different 
sources are frequently found in adjoining colurp.ns, the stub list­
ings for years necessarily encompass the earliest and latest date for 
which any of the series are shown.' In itself, this tends to create 
many additional blank cells, as in the case where a series for 1885 
to 1926 is placed next to the same stub as a series for 1880 to 1945. 
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HISTORICAL STATISTICS OF THE UNITED STATES 

Here again, the "blank" cells have been filled by dashes in order' 
to make it easier for the user's eye to trace the entries for a given 
year across the entire table, through the otherwise blank columns. 

accept responsibility for the accuracy or limitations of data other 
than those which it collects. Every attempt has been made insofar 
as time and personnel permitted to verify and label properly the 
material included here. The places where this was not" always possi­
ble are indicated in the remarks, just preceding this section. Final 
responsibility for selection of the material, for accurate transmittal, 
and for proper presentation, rests with the .Bureau of the Census, 
even though carried out with the cooperation of many individuals 
and agencies who devoted much time and energy in providing 
data and descriptions of series for this publication. 

The presence of dashes in the cells may thus have several 
meanings-it does not necessarily mean that the value is zero, not 
obtainable, or nonexistent. The user will have to judge from the 
context which meaning is appropriate in each particular instance. 

Responsibility. Because of the multitude of sources and the 
varied subject matter covered, the Bureau of the Census cannot 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON DATA PRESENTED 

write to the agency indicated in the source note in the descriptive text for the given statistical series. 

SUGGESTIONS AND COMMENTS 
should be sent to: 

The Director 
Bureau of the Census 
Washington 25, D. C. 

STATISTICAL ABSTRACT PUBLICATIONS 

Annual Volume 
Statistical Abstract of the United States. Since 1878, the official 

statistical yearbook of the United States-issued annually. 
Includes statistics from many sources, public and private. Cur­
rent figures will be found there for many of the time-series pre­
sented to 1945 in the historical supplement. 1948 issue now 
available. 1054 p. Price $2.75 (buckram). 

Historical Supplement 
Historical Statistics of the United States, 1789-1945. Contains 

3,000 statistical time series, largely annual, extending back through 
time-to 1789 where possible. Washington, D. C., 1949. 363 p. 
Price $2.50 (buckram). 

Small-Area Supplements 
County Data Book. A compact presentation of 91 items of sig­

nificant social and economic data for every ~ounty in the United 
States and for each of 138 metropolitan areas. A map for each 
State shows the geographic relationship of counties, metropolitan 
areas, and principal cities. Washington, D. C., 1947. 431 p. 
Price $2.75 (buckram). 

Cities Supplement-Statistical Abstract of the United States. 
Includes 79 items of statistical data for each of the 397 cities 
having 25,000 inhabitants or more in 1940. Statistics on social, 
economic, and governmental subjects for each city have been 
assembled from a number of sources. Washington, D. C., Septem­
ber 1944. 47 p. (Out of print.) 
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