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ESTIMATES OF' THE POPULATION OJi' CONTIl\fENTAL uNITED S'I'ATES, 
BY AGE, COLOR, AND SEX: 1946 TO 1948 

(E,stimates for July 1 of each year, 1930 'to 1945, comparable to thost) for 1946 to 1948 glven here, have beell 
publIshed in Serj,~s P-<J,7, No, 3, and P-45, No, 5) 

'l'he number of very young children and of aged 
persons in the United sta tes reached all··Ume 
peaks in 1948, accord.lng to estimates of popu,~ 
ration by age, color, and sex, announced today 
by J. C. Capt, DirElwtor, Bureau of the Census, 
Department of Commerce. In a total population 
01' about 146,571,000 on .Tuly 1, 1948, there were 
.\bout 15,106,000 children under 5 years old and 
about 10,950,000 persons 65 Y'ears old and over, 
In 1911.0, there were only 10.51.2,000 children 
under 5 years old and 8,964,000 perSOllS 65 years 
old and over, Although the population of all 
ages increased by about 11 perc:ent during this 
period, the rate of increase among the very 
young children amounted to about 1+) percent and 
the rate of increase in ·the aged population to 
about 22 percent. 

The Seventeenth Census 
which will be conducted 

01' the United S'cates, 
in April, 1950, will 

provide similar si,atistic$ from a complete count 
of the population; the estimates announced now 
are based on figures from the last census 
(April 1, 1940) brought up to date from offlcir:\l 
records of births, deaths, net immigration, and 
the s·trength and geographic distrlbu-tion of the 
armed force s. 

POPULA'fION INCLUDING ARl\1ED IfOROES OVERSEAS 

Between April I, 191,0, and July 1, 194£), the 
population of the United states increased by 
about lI.!-.9 million persons? Most of this in
crease, about 1).6 million persons, is attribut
able to natural increase (the excess of births 
over deaths), The remainder, about 1.3 million 
persons, is the result of net international 
migration. Population growth during this at-year 

pertod has been nOi,eworthy not only for its 
size but also for its i.nfluence on the demand tor 
commodi.ties, housing, medical care, school fa~ 
cilities, and the like, at a time of readjustment 
to postwar condl.ti..ons. ]];17e[1 m.ore atriking, rlOW·
ever, have been changes in the age composit:Lon 
of the population. 

~omposition.~-An outstanding feature of 
population change during this decade has been 1;h8 
very rapid growth of the child population. For 
every two children under 5 y'ears old enumerated 
in the 191+0 census, there are estimated to have 
been nearly.three children in the same age group 
on July 1, 191+8 (see tables 1 and 4). During the 
same period the population 5 to 9 years old in
creased from 10.7 million to a bout 12.,9 m.illioll 
persons, The increase of about 2.2 million per
sons, or more than 20 percent of the 1940 popu
lation in this age group, was at a :rate less 
than half that for the population under 5 years 
old. Nonetheless, i.t was far greater than ·the 

ra t e of increase of the popnl" ti. on as a whole, 

'rhe great lncrease in the number of elli1dren 
under 10 years old, about 6,$ mil110n children, 
reflects prlmarUy the fact that the number of 
persons born duri.ng the period 1941 to 1948 was 
larger than during the period 1930 to 193'7. PerM 
sons born during the earlier period were in
cluded in the population under 10 years old in 
1940 but not in 1948 i those born durIng the 
113. tar period were included in the populai;lon 
under 10 years old in 1948 but not in 1940. The 
larger number of births during the :forties may 
be attributed in part to the reaotions of the 
people to the more favorable economic conditiohs 
prevailing then as well as to wartime mobilize .. 
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