
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
CHARlE.S SAWYER, Secretary 

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS 
J. C. CAPT, Director 

CURR NT POPULATION REPORTS 

POPULATION ESTIMATES 

J"une 9, 1949 Washington 25, D. C. Series P-25, No. 23 

ESTIMATES OF THE NONWHITE POPULATION OF CONTINENTAL UNI'rED STATES, 
BY RACE: 1940 '1'0 1947 

The Negro population of continental United 
States nWllbered about 14,460,000 in July, 1947, 
according to estimates released today by J. C. 
Capt, Director, Bureau of the Census, Department 
of Commerce. At the time of the last census 
(April, 1940), there were 12,865,518 Negroes in 
the United States. The increase in the 7~-year 
period since the census (1,594,000 persons, or 
12.4 percent of the 1940 Negro population) was at 
an average annual rate of 1.6 percent per year; 
for the white population, the average annual 
rate of growth was about 1.2 percent per year. 
Inasmuch as Negroes constituted approximately 
96 percent of the total nonwhite population in 
both 1940 and 1947. changes in the size of this 
group between 1940 and 1947 closely approximated 
changes in the total nonwhite population. 

Estimat;es of the nonwhite population of con
tinental United States including armed forces 
overseas, by race, for July 1 of each year, 1940 
to 1947, are shown in the. accompanying table. 
According to these estimates, the nonwhite pop
ulat,ion as a whole nWllbered about 15&139,000 in 
July. 1947, as compared with 13.454.405 in April, 
191,0. Thus, the nonwhite population increased 
by 1,685,000 persons, or 12.5 percent, in this 
period. By July. 1948, the number of nonwhites 
had grown to 15,445,000, and was 14.8 percent 
greater than in 1940. 

Of the leading nonwhite racial groups, the 
American Indian population had the largest pro~ 
portionate increase (20.) percent) between 191,0 

"and 1947. In 1930 and 1940, however, the number 
of American Indians 
virtually the same. 

reported in the census was 
There were about 1j-02,000 

in 1947 and ))).969 in 1940. American Indians 
In 1947 as in 1940 American Indians .made up 
about three-fifths of the nonwhite population 
excluding the Negroes. 

The Japanese had the smallest increase be
tween 1940 and 1947 of the nonwhite racial groups 
shown here. There were 126,947 Japanese at the 
time of the last census and about 131,000 in 
1947. These figures indicate an increase of 
only 4,000 persons, cr 2.9 percent of the 1940 
Japanese population in continental United S·tates. 
The growth of the Japanese population was re
tarded in part because of relatively heavy out
migration during the early years of the decade. 
There were approximately 87,000 Chinese in the 
United States in 1947, as compared with 77,504 
in 1940. This group grew at about the same rate 
as the nonwhite population as a whole in this 
period. The other nonwhite races, which consti
tuted only about 0.1, percent of the total non
white population in both 1940 and 1947, nWllbered 
about 60,000 persons in 1947 and 50,467 in 1940, 
In 191,0 Filipinos made up about 90 percent of 
this group but there were also small numbers of 
Asiatic Indians, Koreans, Polynesians, and other 
Asiatics. 

The estimates presented in the accompanying 
table are based on the 1940 Population Census; 
statistics of births and deaths, provided by the 
National Office of Vital Statistics, UnJ.ted 
States Public Health Service; and statistics of 
immigration and emigration, provided by the Im
migration and Naturalizai;ion Service. The sta,
tistics on births and deaths have been corrected 
for incomplete registration, and an allowance 
has been made for deaths of military personnel 
serving overseas. 

Est,imates of the age and sex distribution of 
the total nonwhite population, as well as of the 
whi te population, for July 1 of each year, 191+0 
to 1948, consistent with the figures shown in 
thls report, are given in Popula tion--Special Re
ports, Se;ies P-47, No.3. and Current Popula
tion Reports, Series P-25, No, 21. 




