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ESTIMATED POPULATION OF THE WASHINGION, D.

More than 1,400,000 people were living in the

Washington, D. C., Metropolltan Area on July 1, 1948,
according to estimates released today by Philip M.
Hauser, Acting Director, Bureau of the Census, De-
partment of Commerce. The Washington, D. C., Metro-
politan Area comprises the Distriet of Columbia,
Montgomery and Prince Georges Counties in Maryland,
and Arlington and Fairfax® Countles .and the cilty of
Alaxandria, Virginia. The District of Columbla,

_th a 1948 population of about 863,000, contained
spproximately 62 percent of the inhabitants of the
ametropolitan area. On April 1, 1940, the date of
the last census, residents of the District of Colum-
bia constituted about 69 percent of the population

of the entire area.

The Seventeenth Decennial Census which will be
conducted in April, 1950, will provide similar fig-
ures based on a complete count of the population;
the estimates given here are based on figures from
the last census, records of births and deaths, and &
variety of other types of data indicative of popula-
tion change. The total population of the metropoli-
tan area increased steadily from 967,985 on April 1,
1940, to 1,386,000 on July 1, 194k. Largely because
of a decline in the number of persons in the armed
forces stationed in the area, the population declined
by about 3 percent between July 1, 1944, and Juiy 1,

1946. After July 1, 1946, however, the population
again began o lncrease, although at a rate lower
than that between 1940 and 194k, %o reach a hilgh

point of about 1,402,000 on July 1, 1948. The clvil-
ian population of the metropolitan area, however,
increased steadily throughout the entire period, al-

though in some years the increase wag relatively
small.
Betwesn April 1, 1940, and July 1, 1948, the

in population

nistrict of Columbia had an increase
same

“ about 200,000, or 30 percent. During the

. weriod the suburban parts of the metropolitan area

1 Tpeludes the city of Falls Church which wes incorporated
as a second-class city on August 16, 1948.
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" had an even larger growth, about 234,000, or 77 per-

cent of the number of inhabltants in 1940.

The leader in this suburban population growth
wag Arlington County, Virginia, which gained about
£4,000 c¢ivilians® and more than doubled L1%s civilian
population in & years.® Pairfax County,  Virginis,
also benefited from the suburbenward movement of the
with an increase in civilian population
of sbout 92 percent. The city*'of Alexandria, Vir-
ginia, is also now far more populous, having had a
civilian population increase of about 24,000, or
7l percent, during the period. The Maryland counties
in the metropolitan district, Montgomery and Prince
Gsorges, also had substantial ¢civilian population
jinereases, but their rates of increase were appre-
slably lower than those Tor the Virginia countles,
Prince Georges County had an increase of aboub
50,000, or 56 percent, and Montgomery County, an
incresse of about Li,000, or 53 percent. The distri-
bution of the armed forces by rsesidence among the
ipdividual metropolitan counties iz not avallable.

population,

The estimates of the civilian nopulation of Wash-
nse were based on’

el

ington, D.C., pregented in this
information oo the distribution of dwelling units by
number of occupants from the 1940 Census of Popula-
tion and Housing and the 1946 Veterans' Housing BSure
vey, supplemented with statistl shs, deaths,
military personnel, resident in the olty
directory, and domestic consume s and elec-
sricity. The estimates of bl »n population
of the outlying counties were ba v the 194L0 cene-
sus, statistles of births and since 1940,
atatistlcs of earollment in the elementary grades of
public and parochial schools, and war ration book
registration data. The estimates of total popula~
tion were obtained by adding the estimeted number of

takon as of February 24,
{including
Yge: U, S.
Special
1948,

? pecording to a special censug
1948, the total population of Arlingbon Gounty
those residents in the armed forces) was 123,832,
Bureau of the Census, Current Population Reportd,
Census of Arlington County, Virginia: Fabroary 24,
Series P28, No. 298, April, 1948.
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members of the armed forces statloned in the area 0
the estimates of civilian population.

The estimates for Montgomery and Prince Georges
Counties, Maryland, and for Arlington County &and
Alexandria city, Virginia, for dates between April 1,
1940, and July 1, 1946, are revisions of estimates

presented in an sarlier releass, Population--Special

Table l.--ESTIMATES OF THE TOTAL POPULATION OF % WASHINGTON, D. C., METROPOLITAN AREA: 1940 TO 1948

g

No. 5. The estimates for

Reports, Series P-47,
are pregented in this re-

Pairfax County, Virginia,
port for the first time.

to the nearest
group totals
Derived fig-

411 estimates have been rounded
thousand without being adjusted %o
which have been independently roundad.
ures are based on the unrounded estimates.

Eatimates ars rounded to the nearsst thousand

(Estimates of the total populetion include armed forces shatloned in the area.
without being adjusted to group totals which are independently rounded, Derived figures are hased on the unrounded absolute

numbers)
Wagshington, De C.
Metropglitz;n Aven 4 Washington, D. C. Remainder of the sres®
Date Percent of Percent of Percent of
Estimated increase Bstimated increase Egtimated inersase
population since population asince population aince
April 1, 1940 April 1, 1940 April 1, 1940
July 1, 1948.0.escecevrconcacsascvaces 1,402,000 44,9 863,000 30.1 589,000 76.8
July 1, 1947, cscecovovesoresvonsvssoss 1,871,000 41.7 861,000 29,8 511,000 67,5
July 1, 1946.c00ncevacsccsnenssssodaca 1,389,000 40.4 843,000 27,8 516,000 69,1
July 1, 1945c0ccusovasssnsocccnccosnss 1,872,000 41,7 880,000 38,7 498,000 61.2
July 1, 1944.ccecccccocnrccacssscsvnes 1,386,000 43,2 884,000 34.9 492,000 6.4
July 1, 1948.ccconvescessscasasvsoscee 1,846,000 39.1 883,000 38.2 463,000 58,0
July 1, 1948.0000e0c00s0vssnssnsonsocs 1,286,000 R7.6 824,000 4.3 412,000 35,0
July 1, 1941eccvasavevsvoncsscvavanosne 1,129,000 16.6 764 ,000 15.1 865,000 19.8
Tuly 1, 1940c.ccousscvovccscsscasacvas 995,000 2.8 879,000 2.4 316,000 8.7
Aprdl 1, 1940 (ConsUB)eesecersocncesse 967,985 - 663,091 - 304,894 -

. Gomprisés Hontgomery end Prines Georges Countles, Maryland,

snd Arlington and Fairfax Countles end Alexendria city, Virginia, -

Table 2,--ESTIMATES OF THE CIVILIAN POPULATION OF THE WASHINGTON, D. C., METROPOLITAN AREA: 1940 TO 1948

t being adjusted to group totals, which are independently rounded )

(BEstimates are roundsd to the nearest thougand withou
Washington, Reomailnder of the area
Date e tD; Ci { & Wasgington, Arlington Fairfax Alaxandrie | Montgomery g:iic:a
iugz an o Ve Total County, County, - edty, County, Coun%y
?
Virginia Virginia Virginla Maryland Maryland
Ty 1, 1948ueresnceccens 1,854,000 837,000 517,000 119,000 73,000 58,000 128,000 189,000
July 1, 1947.c0cecacescae 1,821,000 831,000 490,000 110,000 67,000 . 59,000 121,000 138,000
Tuly 1, 1946c0eccccsscase 1,294,000 815,000 479,000 109,000 63,000 60,000 115,000 181,000
July 3, 294Bccecssoncaces 1,267,000 824,000 44.3,000 99,000 58,000 565,000 109,000, 122,000
July 1, 1944 .cessaescoves 1,257,000 830,000 427,000 98,000 54,000 53,000 107,000 119,000
July L, 1548.cecssscesscs 1,822,000 821,000 400,000 82,000 52,000 50,000 108,000 115,000
July 1, 1942.ecsecscanano 1,177,000 799,000 377,000 | 74,000 50,000 46,000 99,000 108,000
July 1, 1941issecosnsoona 1,097,000 754,000 848,000 87,000 45,000 40,000 98,000 99,000
Tuly 1, 1940cecoaancncoon 986,000 674,000 312,000 59,000 42,000 85,000 86,000 91,000
April 1, 1940.eosusencocns 957,754 658,018 299,736 565,012 38,122 83,528 83,912 89,167
PERCENT OF INCREASE
SINCE
APRTI, 1, 1940
July 1, 1948 acccvvocovss 41.4 27,8 72,5 115,58 91,9 74,0 53,1 65,5
July L, 1987.00esscecssave 87.9 26,8 63,6 100,58 754 75.8 44,1 49,6
Tuly 1, 1%46e0seecnsonses 86,1 23.9 59,8 98,2 65.4 79,7 37,3 47,3
July 1, 194Bececenvscssce 32,9 25,2 47,8 80,6 52,0 68,1 29,7 37,0
July 1, 1944.cescavsssvse 81.2 26.3 42,4 69,8 42,4 7.4 27.6 38,7
July 1, 1943.ccc0ncscacns 27,6 24,8 33.6 48,3 38,0 48,6 22,1 28.6
July 1, 1948.c0ccocesccas 22,8 21.5 25,8 34,7 30,1 38,1 18,2 2L,
July 1, 1941l.evosccncocos 14.6 1446 14,6 22,1 .1 80,6 10,8 100 e
July 1, 19400c0s0cscconcs 2.9 2.5 3.9 7.3 9.2 . 3.0 2.0 1.8
April 1, 1940..cacecoevas - - - - - - - -
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