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ESTIMATES OF THE POPULATION OF HAWAIYT, PUERTO RICO, THE PANAMA CANAL ZONE,
AND THE VIRGIN ISLANDS OF THE UNITED STATES: 1840 TO 1948

The population of FPuerto Rico, the Territory and 1948 in Hawaili, as compared with 96 percent

of Hawail, the Paname Censl Zons, and the Virgin
Islands of the United States increased by more
than 400,000 between April 1, 1940, the date of
the last cengug, snd July 1, 1948, according to
sgtimates of population for these placss released
today by Philip M. Hauser, Acting Director,
Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce.
Although sach of these areas had an increage in
population, large galns cocurred only in Puerto

2o {about 300,000}, and Hawali {about 100,000).

The Seventeenth Census of the United States,
which ‘will be conducted in April, 1950, will
provide statistlics from a complete count of the
population of the Territoriss and Possegsions;
the estimates announced now are based on figures
from the last census (April 1, 1940} brought up
to date from officiaml records of birthg, deaths,
net immigretion, strength and geographic dig-
tribution of the armed forces, and obther recorde
indicating population change.

Territory of Hawall,-«On July 1, 1948, the
total population of the Territory of Hawalil
(that is, the civilian populstion plus the armed
forces stationed in the ares} was abouib 533,000.
This figure represents an ipcrease of 109,000,
or 26 percent, over the 423,730 p S SAUMET -
ated as of April 1, 1940. Approximately 72,000,
or 66 percent, of this gein resulted from the
excess of Dbirths over deaths; an estimated
34,000, or 32 percent, -was due to net civillan
immiération; and the remainder, about 2 percent,
ig attributable to net change in the number of
persons in the armed forces stationed in %the
Territory.

Although natursl increase, the excess of
virths over deaths, accounted for only two-thirds

of the total increase in population between 1940

for continental United Stefes, the rate of natu-
ral increase was higher during this period in
Hawail than in continental United Stetes. This
difference wag primarily the result of an ex-
tremely low crude death rate in Hawmii, the cruds
birth rate belng generally lower than that for
continental United States.?® The crude death
rate was less than two-thirds as large as that

1 In Hewail during this period the crude death rate
ranged between 7 and 4 deaths per 1,000 populetion except
in 1941, whersas ip continental United States the crude
death rate wes elther 10 or 11 per 1,000 population for .
sach year, 1940 to 1947. During the seme period, the
crude birth rate ranged between 15 and 27 per 1,000 popu~
lation for Hawaii, and between 18 and 26 for continental
United States,

A1l vitel rates cited in this report, unless otherwise
specified, have been computed on the basis of registered
births and deaths as reported by the National Office of
Vital Stetistics and estimates of the tobal population of
the ares., Birth end death rates based on the total popu-
lation of an ares give an indicetion of the importance of
the birth end death components in population change, but
do not reflect very satisfectorily the comparative level
of fertility and mortality in areas where, for a short
period of time, the population includes a relatively
large number of temporary residents, such as armed forces
in wartime. For such areas a more mesningful appraisal
of the comparative level of fertility and mortelity cen
ke obtained from rates based on the civilian population,
Of the areas for which vitel rates sre presented in this
report, Hawaill is the only one that bas been importantly
affected by rapid fiuctuations in ths size of the total
population.

The birth rete for Haweli, computed on ths basis of

“ths civilian population, was consistently higher then the
ccorresponding rate for continental United States, In

1940, the blrth rate was 24 per 1,000 civiliens in Hawail
end 18 in continental United States; in 1947, the birth
rate wag 29 per 1,000 civilians in Hewsii and 26 in
continental United States, The crude desth rats for the
tobal population was somewhat lower than +the orude death
rate for the civilian population (partially based on
local reports), which rangsd from 8 to § per thousand,
This difference in level ia attributable to the relative
youth of pergonnsel of the armed forces, who, as a group,
were slmost entirely in asge ranges where mortality rates
are normally very low,




for .continental United States Tfor all years
since 1940 except 1941, when the number of
deaths was abnormally large as a result of the
ahttack on Pearl Harbor.

The relative contribution of net in-migration
to total population growth between 1940 and 1948
{32 percent of +total

was greater for Hawall
growth) than 31t wes for continental United
States (9 percent). In spite of the greater

expense and difficulty of traveling to and from
Hewall as compared with traveling between States,
the net change 1in population resulting from
civilisn Jimmigration exceeded that resulting
from net migration ip each of 10 States, 3 of
which gained and 7 of which lost population.”®

During the war perlod,
tioned in the area constifuted a relatively large
proportion of the total population eaud changes
in the size .of the armed forces have been a
major factor in changes in the size of the total
population. In 1944 and 1945, the total popula-
tion exceeded 800,000, As a result of the rapid
reduction in the number of the amrmed forces sta-
tioned in the Territory, & substantisl decline
in thé total population +took place after the
close of the war. A net out-migration of civil-
ians after July 1, 1946, particularly in the 12
months preceding July 1, 1948,
to this decreasea.

Despite enliztments  and inductions into the
armed forces, the civilian population increased
steadily during the war years beceuse of a sub-
stantial net in-migration of civilien war work-
erg, The civilian population continued to grow
in the immediate postwar years, reaching 509,000
on July 1, 1947, but decreased slightly in the
l12-month period which followed, This decrease
was caused largely by the net out-migration of
clvilians elready noted.

Puerto Rico.--Puerto Rico, +the most populous

of the Territories and Possessions of the United»

States, had a total populstion of 2,185,000 on

July 1, 194B. This filgure represents an increase ,

or 17 percent, over the 1,869,255
in April, 1940, Desgplte a
continuous mnet out-migration of civilians, and
"substantial inductions and enlistments into the
armed forces, there was a steady increase in
both ‘the total and civilian population Dbetween
1940 and 1948, the impact of these factors being
more than offset by the effects of the very high
rate of onatural increase, The rate of natural
insrease roge from 20 per 1,000 populetion in

of 316,000,
persons enumerated

® ges Current Population Reports, Series P-25, No. 26.
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the armed forces sta-

also contributed

1940 to 30 per 1,000 population in 1947. Durir-
this period the crude birth rete rose from 39 .

43, and the crude death rate dropped from 18
to 12.° :

If there had been no loss through net oubte
migration of civilians, the total population
of Puerto Ricoe would have I1ncreased by about
431,000, or 23 percent, bhetween 1940 and 1948,
rather than by only 316,000, or 17 percent.

Out-migration appears to have begome an lncreas-
ingly important factor Iin retarding  the popu-
lation growth of Puerto Rico. Betwean April 1,
1940, and July 1, 1945, there was a net loss of
about 26,000 civilians through migration; in the
following three years there was a loss of 88,000.
The fact that there was relatively l1little out-
migration for years prior to 1940, when itravel
was unrestricted, suggests that the relazation
of wartime restrictions on travel does not fully
account for the recent increase in the volume of
cut-migration.

Panames Canal Zone.--Between April, 1940, and
July, 1948, +the civilian population of the
Papnama Canal Zone increased by almost 18,000, or
6L, percent. On April 1, 1940, there were 27,800
civiliang in the Canal Zone; on July 1, 1948, it
is estimated that there were ebout 45,600. In
asmuch as the gize of the civilisn population c.
‘this area is importantly affected by the number
of employees required by the Canal and the Panama
Raillroad, the population has shifted rapldly
slnce 1940, By July 1, 1943, sthe clvilian popu-
lation had risen o 57,000; it then fell by more
than 10,000 to reach a level of about 45,900 on
July 1, 1944. Since that time 1t has been rela-
tively stable,

Virgin Islands of the United States,~-The
total populetion of the Virgin Islands of the
United States on July 1, 1948, 18 estimated at
27,000, or 9 percent larger than the population
of 24,889 enumerated on April 1, 194L0. The rate
of growth between 1940 and 1948 was substantially
lower than that in the other areas included in
this report but approximeted thet for continental
United States 1n the same period. During the
period, the crude birth rate ranged between 31
and 39 births per 1,000 population, being con-
slderably higher than the rate for continentel -
Unlted States. The crude death rate wss also
considerably higher, "although it declined by
more than one-fourth, from 22 to 15. Civilian

net out-migration during the years since the

% Puerto Rico wes admitted to the birth registrati
ares in 1943, Birth stetistics for 1340 to 1942 were
obtained fran local reports.
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last census amounted to less than 2,000; never-
theless, it was of greater reletive importance
for the Virgin Islands thsn for Puerto Rlco.
The rate of net oubtemigration for the 8leyear
pariod was 57 per 1,000 population for the Virgln
Islands asd L5 per 1,000 for Puerto Rico,?

METHODS

agtimates are presented for
and the Virgin Islands in

Two kinds of
Hawali, Puerho Rico,
the accompanyling table:

{1} The toval populetion, l.e8., the ol-
willen population plus armed forces stationed
in the ares; and

{2) The civillan population.

The estimates for the Panama Canal Zone
to the civillan populatisn only.

relate

Batlmates of the clvilian population of Pusrio
Rico and the Virgin Islands are based on statise
ticy from the last decennlal census, taken on
Aprll 1, 1940, end on statistics of Dbirths,
deaths, lmmlgration, emigration, and nst loss of
¢ivilien population %o ithe srmed forces, for the
period since the census. The vital statistics
were obteined largely from the National Office
cof Vital Statistics, U. 8. Public Health Serv-
ice, and the migration statisiics were obtalned
largely from the Immigration and Naturalization
Service, Department of Justice. Becrusge the
reported death statistics include the deaths of
membhers of the armed forces statlioned in the
area, an estimate of such deaths was subtracted
from the reported death statistics to obtain an

estimate of deaths of civilians only. Data
on the sglze eand distribution of the armed
forces were provided by the Netional Military

Establishment.

Terrltory of Hawaill
inte account, in

The estlimates for the
shown in this release take
addition to the types of data
the results of a reglstration of the civilieh
population conducted by the Office of Civilian
Defense in the period January to June, 1942, and
statistics on movements of civilians in military
vessels during the war years. The latter are
not included in the official immigration figures
compliled by the Immligration and Naturalization
Service. Because complete informestion on depar-
tures from the Territory in Navy vessels was notb
available and because overcounting may have
cccurred in the registretion as a result of the

i * Rates are computed on the basis  of the eivilian
population on. April 1, 1940, plus total births between
April 1, 1940, and July 1, 1M48.

dot iy

described above,

‘sented in the

length of the period over which‘iﬁ oxtended, the
estinates for Haweli sbould be regarded as re-
latively rough approximetions.

The estlmates of the population of the Panams
Canal Zone, for most of the years shown in the
acooppanylug teble, are based on a hauaaw$54
house canvassg of the resident clvilian population
made by the police force of the Canal Zone and
on statistice of immigration and emigration.
The canvess Iincluded civilien employess of the
Nationanl Military Eetablishment and members of

the femilles of armed forces personnel, For the
more recent years the house-fto-house oanvess
covered only & portion of the clivilien popu-

lation and wes supplemented by informamtion re-
garding the remsinder of the civilisn population
furnished by the Natlonal Millitary ¥steblishment.

Degplte +{he heavy demand for current post-
censul estimates of the populstion of the Terri-
tory of Alaske, estimates for this aresa are not
presented 1o this relesse, It has pot Dbeen
possgible %o prepare & reliable estimate of the
populatlon of Alasks for any date since the lasi
cengug by methods comparesble with those used for
the other sreas shown hersin. Data on the ex-
tent of immigration ‘and emigration for Alasks
gince the last census are lacsking. It appears
desirable, therefore, not to publish estimates
for this ares untll accurate informstion on
population changes becomes avellable. It Is now
apparent thet the postecensal estimates published
garlier were baged on insdeéquate data. Avoord~
ing %0 the latsst census, btaken as of Ostober 1,
1939, the populatlon of Alaska was 72,524,

The estimates of the population of the Panewms
Canal Zone presented in this report for July I
of each year, 1940 %o 1947, supersede thowse
published in Current Population Reports, SBerles
P25, No. 1ll. They are based on more complete
information em to population changes during these
years than was avaelilable when that report was
prepared. The estimates given here for Hawail,
Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Iglands for July 1,
1947, supersede those for the same date given in
the above-mentioned report. The estimatess for
1948 are provisional and subject to revision.

- The-eatimates for Hawail and Puerto Ricoc pre-
sccompanying teble have been
rounded to the nearest thousand, and the esti-
mates for the Panams Ceanal Zone and  the Virgin
Iglands have been rounded %o the nesrsest hup-
dred. Derived figures are based on the un-
rounded absolute numbers and may, therefore,
differ slightly from values oomputed from the
rounded tumbers given in the table.




BSTIMATES OF THE. POPULATLON

AND THE VIRGIN ISLANIE OF

de the eivilian population and the armed forces stationed Ln the avesm., Retie
+ thousand, and estimates for the Panama Canal Zone

(Estimates of total population ineli
Derived figures are based on the unrounded absclute

mates for Hewaii and Puerto Ric
and the Virgin Islands are roun
pumbers)

OF ME TERRITORY OF HAWATI, AND OF PUERTO RICO, THE PANAMA CANAL ZONE,

- -

THE UNLTED STATES:

1940 TO 1948

o are rounded to the neares
dsd to the nearest hundred.

Total populatlon

Civilian population

Increase (+) or Increase (+] or
Aren and dabe decrease (-} since decroase {-) nince
Fumber April 1, 1940 Namber April 1, 1940
Number Percent Tunber Paroent
HAWALY
Tuly L, 194Boscevecssoccnsosacoone 533,000 +109,000 +2568 508,000 +106 ,000 +26,7
Tuly L, 194%cecocaosossessosaosone 545,000 +121,000 +2807 509,000 +113,000 28,4
Tuly L, 194Beccecencasavesosoosans 551,000 +127,000 +80, 1 492,000 +96 ,000 +84ed
July 1, 1945scescocssnvosscosocnae 812,000 +869,000 +91,8 483,000 +86 ,000 2107
Ty 1, 1944ccccosscoccsscnsacenss 850,000 +427,000 +100.9 461,000 64,000 1608
Tuly 1, 1948ccsacsossscoscsscscsco 637,000 4213 ,000 +500 4 449,000 +53,000 +18.8
Tuly 1, 1942eescsecccsscscsvosssas 574,000 +151,000 +85,6 445,000 +46 ,000 +11,6
TULY 1, 194looceccassconsoscascoss 463,000 +40,000 +9e4 418,000 +21,000 +Ba2
July 1, 1940.cccssosvonsocossossoe 428,000 +4:,000 +1,0 399,000 +3,000 0,7
April 1, 1940 (census)aesesccoconeo 423,880 - w 397,000 o “
PUERTO RICO
July 1, 1948cocecssscsorassossoocs 2,185,000 +916,000 41669 2,176,000 +311,000 +1666
July 1, 1947.00ccecsecsscasscsnces 2,149,000 +280 ,000 +15.0 2,141,000 275,000 +1408
July 1, 1946csaoscscsacansssccoses 2,100,000 +280,000 +12,8 2,084,000 218,000 +11e7
July L, 1945cscconsesscascascscsos 2,070,000 +200,000 1067 2,040,000 +174,000 +9.8
July 1, 1944ceeaccercssosssesascss 2,037,000 +167 ,000 #8469 2,010,000 +144,000 N
TJuly b, 1948.ccescccccsssosconsane 2,012,000 +143,000 7,7 1,976,000 +116,000 45,9
July 1, 1942, cscccocscncocscosccss 1,978,000 +104,000 4546 1,939,000 +78,000 +3.9
July 1, 194lecccscecascconcosacance 1,926,000 +57 ,000 +3,0 1,904,000 +38,000 +2,0
July l, 194060 scc00enssasncsacvnccs 1,879,000 +95000 +0 .8 198?5,000 *’gyooo +0. 8
April 1, 1940 (census)oeseseescssss 1,869,265 - - 1,866,000 - o
PANAMA CANAL ZONE
JULY 1, 1948uceccasccsoccsccscsons (*) {*) () 45,600 #17 ,800 6448
JULY 1, 1947c0cscosssccasensocanon (*) {*) *) 46,300 - ¥18,500 #6608
S Tuly.l, 1946scceccenanacascscsnnos (*) (*) (*) 47,700 419,900 71,8
Fuly 1, 1945c0coccascavsnssossrass (%) {*) ) - 45,900 . +18,200 +65.4
July 1, 1944ascesesecsasssosososcs (*) () DRy 45,900 “¥18,200. #6555
Tuly 1, 1948¢ccocnccssssocsvsssono () (*) {(+)- 57,000 - 429,800 +10504
July 1, 1942, cc000ecvscsssconssone *) {*) *) 55,800 428,100 +10102
TULY L, 1941eucscsconcosnsoessosso {*) {(*) (*) 43,000 +15,200 +54,8
July 1, 1940s00ce0ecesscescssoance (%) {2y {*) 29,700 +1,900 6,9
Lpril 1, 1940 (censuS)oseccsescsas 51,827 - o 27,800 S =
VIRGIN ISLANDS
July L, 194Buccecssasesoscscsconan 27,000 +2,100 +8o5 27,000 +2,200 +9,1
July l, 1947 e vecessoovasscucinncos 27’200 *23300 +3el 2'7?100 ‘5‘2,300 +9,5
July 1, 194Bsceooncrosconccscscoce 27,000 +2,100 +Bo6 26,900 +2,200 +8.8
July 1, 194500cc0ascscsscocsosnana 26,700 +1,800 7.8 26,200 +1,500 +6,0
JTIly l, 19440cs00000000000000c00ba 27,000 4’2,100 +8.6 26,,1.00 +lﬂ4oo 5,7
Tuly 1, -1948.cc0esccccncsosancosso 27,400 +2,500 +1041 24,900 +100 +0.5
July l, 1942, 0000000000 s0c0sonnsen 263300 4‘1,400 w5y 7 25’000 +300 +Lo2
‘Tuly l, 1941 ceovo0nsccasenacsncnsse 25,500 +600 +8aD 25,200 +400. +1e7
July L, 1940ccacsececsnsasasoasscas 24,700 w200 wQe6 24,600 «200 . =0,7
April 1, 1940 (census)eeecscssscse 24,889 - . 24,700 - -

1 Not available,

9“!%7




