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PROVISIONAL ESTIMATES OF THE POPULATIOlT OF THE UNITED STATES, BY REGIONS, 
DIVISIONS, AIm STATES: JULY 1, 1949 

(This report presents provisional estimates for July 1, 1949, similar to the estimates for earlier years 
published in Current Population Reports, Series P-25. No, 12 ana. No. 26) 

Provisional estimates of the population of 
the United States, by regions, divisions, and 
States. : for July 1, 1949, were released today by 
Philip lIf. Hauser, Acting Direc"tcr, Bureau of the 
Census, .Department of Oommerce. The Seventeenth 
Census of the United States, which will be oon
ducted in April, 1950, will provide statistios 
of population for regions, divisions, and States 
based on a complete count of the population; the 
estimates announced now are based on figures 
from the last census (April 1, 1940) brought up 
to date by use of official records of births, 
deaths, net immigration, and the strength and 
geographic distribution of the armed forces, and 
by use of estimates of net internal migration 
based largely on official records of school en
rollment. 

In view of the length of time since the last 
census a.nd of the inadequacy of information 
about interstate migration during this period, 
the reader is warned that there will probably be 
appreciable differences between the estimates 
and the Jl950 census figures in the case of some 
of the States. The figures are being released 
because of the extensive demand for a standard 
set of estimates prepared according to the 
methods used in previous years. It 1s believed 
that the public is better served by these ap
proximations than it would be by a suspension of 
current figures until .. after the official counts 
of the 1950 census become available. 

The estimated total population of a State 
represents the sum of the estimated civilian 
population and the armed forces stationed in the 
state. The estimated civilian population of 
each State was obtained by adding to the civilian 
population on April 1, 1940, an estimate of the 
excess of births over oivilian deaths and an. 
estimate of net oivilian migration to the State, 
and subtracting ari estimate of the net loss of 
civilian popu~ation to the armed forces, for the 
entire period between April 1, 1940, and July 1, 
1949. 

The birth statistics used were those classi
fied on a residence basis and were adjusted for 
underregistration. The death statistics used 
represented resident deaths; they were'adjusted 
for underregistration, the adjustment for the 
years since 1945 being confined to deaths of 
ohi1dren under one year of age. The estimates 
of births and deaths include .preliminary figures 
for the period from January 1, 1948, to July 1, 
1949. It is not expected, however, that the 
final figures on births and deaths will differ 
very muoh from those used. 

The estimates of net migration are based on 
statistics from the 1940 census, registrations 
for War Ration Book No.4, statistics on enroll
ment in the elementary grades of public and 
private schools, and statistics on civilian 
immigration and emigration. School statistics 
more reoent than those for the end of the school 
year 1947-1948 were not yet available for all 
States when these estimates were prepared. For 
1948-1949, therefore, it was necessary to make 
some projections on the basis of past experi
ence to obtain the estimates of ne"t internal 
migration. 

The vi tal statis"Gios used in. making the popu
lation estimates given in this report were pro
Vided by the Na.tional Office of Vi tal Statistics, 
United States Public Health Service; the data on 
net immigration used in arriving at the national 
total population were obtained from the Immigra
tion and Naturalization Service, Department o:f 
Justice; the figures relating to the armed forcel:;! 
were provided by the Department of Defense; and 
the data on school enrollment used in developing 
the estimates of net migrat.ion were obtained 
from State Departments of Education throughout 
the country. 

The estimates presented in this report have 
been rounded to the nearest thousand without 
being adjusted to group totals, which have been 
independently rounded. Derived figures are based 
on the absolute unrounded numbers. 




