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PREFACE

Use of the Statistical Abstract.—The Statistical Abstract of the United Siales
presents in a single annual volume important summary statistics on the indus-
trial, social, political, and economic organization of the United States, and
includes a representative selection from most of the important statistical pub-
lications. It is, of necessity, limited primarily to national data and to limited
summaries by States. It does not atterapt to present the great wealth of local
data available from many sources.

This book is designed to serve a twofold purpose: First, to serve as a con-
venient reference volume for quantitative summary information; and second,
to serve as a guide to various important sources of statistical data. If the user
finds that the information given here on a particular subject is not suffieiently
detailed for his purpose, it is suggested that he refer to the publieation or the
ageney from which the statistics were obtained for publication in the Staiisiical
Abstract. The source of each table is given at the foot of the table. The original
source usually containg additional statistical detail, and a more complete dis-
cussion of the definitions and concepts involved, than can be presented in the
Statistical Abstract; also, it may supply data for small areas. Further, the agencies
initially responsible for the statistics occasionally can supply still more detailed
information on the basis of their unpublished tabulations or records,

1950 edition.—This edition, the 71st annual issue of the Statistical Abstract of
the United States, is designated by the year of publication. The statistics shown
are the latest available in the early part of the calendar year. The time periods
or dates covered by the information in the tables vary according to the practices
followed by the various agencies responsible for their preparation.

This edition includes 1,064 tables in comparison with 1,102 tables in the previous
edition. This reduction is the net result of an intensive review of a number
of sections. New subject material has been introduced and data eliminated
that were less timely or presented greater detail than seemed warranted in a
summary publication. )

A new section entitled ‘““‘Business Enterprise’” is intended to depict in general
the place and the bhehavior of the business firm and business initiative in the
American economy. Data are hrought together on business population, on corp-
orate assets and liabilities, on certain types of business income and expenditure,
and on patents and copyrights. Most of these comprise materials transferred
from other sections of the Absiract. Thus, the Burcau of Internal Revenue data
on corporation assets and liabilities and corporation profits and dividends are
from the section on Federal Government Finanees; the Dun and Bradstreet data
on industrial and commerecial failures and the Federal Reserve -Board data on
profits and dividends of public utility and industrial corporations are from the
Banking and Finance section; the data on patents and copyrights are from
the Manufactures section. The other material in this new section is largely
of more recent origin, both as to pi‘esence within the Abstract (data on business
population appeared in the 1948 and 1949 editions) and as to appearance in
original publications of other agencies.

funs



Iv PREFACE

Other significant changes in this edition include the additio'n to Section B,
Law Enforcement and Federal Courts (formerly Crime and Crimm'al.s), of several
tables on TFederal courts, stressing their civil activities; the‘ addition of tables
on output per man-hour and labor union membership to SGGP‘IOD E-;, I:abor Forcg,
Employment, and Earnings; the inclusion of a.ta,ble‘on the. Nation’s Economic
Budget” from the Council of Economic Advisers in Se_ctlon 11, Il}come a.nd
Expenditures; the addition of tables on activities of the Soil Clonservatlon Service
and the Commodity Credit Corporation; and other additions too numerous
to mention, . L .

Integration with historical supplement.—The completion of sttc.n'wal Statzsfws
of the United Stales, 1789-1944 in July 1949 (See p. V) made possible a revision
of the annual Abstract which was started in the 1949 issue on an experimental

- basis and continued in this edition, In general, each section of the annual
Statistical Abstract will be reviewed intensively to bring about an inereased
emphasis on statistics of current interest and, at the same time, to reduce the
amount of historical detail presented.

Sections of the annual volume which have now been revised by comparison
with the historical supplement are as follows: 1-3, 7, 8, 11-16, 18-20, and 29
(see Contents, p. VII for section titles). The type and extent of revision varies
considerably, seetion to section,

In all sections containing related data, cross references to the historical supple-
-ment have been included in the tabular headnotes. Finally, the historical
appendix (see Appendix I, tables A and B) first introduced in the 1949 edition
has heen continued and brings to date the statistical series shown to 1945 in
Historical Statistics. This appendix has been arranged to serve a twofold
purpose. The user of the annual Statistical Abstract will find there the earliest
date to which the given statisties are carried in the historical supplement. The
user of the supplement will find each series brought to date, where possible,
and the table number in the current Statistical Absiract in which the same or
related data may be found, Where figures for 1945 and earlier years are known
to have been revised from those shown in the supplement, the revisions have been
listed in Appendix I, table B. No attempt has been made to list specific sources
of data in Appendix I because of the space problem. In general, the source
agencies are the same as for the same series specified in the supplement or noted
at the bottom of the current Statistical Abstract table.

With respect to the data contained by Appendix I in this edition, fhe very
serious problem of space has placed limitations on the amount of data which
should be shown in order to achieve completely the objectives mentioned above.
In order to make room for figures for the current year, 1049 (see Appendix I,
table A), it was necessary to omit the column for 1946 which appeared in the 1949
edition. It was further necessary to limit the presentation of the revisions
of figures (ses Appendix I, table B) only to those which have occurred or been
brought officially to the attention of the Abstract staft during the current year;
revisions shown in the 1949 Absiract have not been repeated in this issue. Hence,
in order to bring Historical Statistics to date, reference is necessary to both the
1949 and the 1950 issues of the Statistical Abstract.

Supplements to the Abstract.—The Statistical Abstract, as an annual one-
volume publication, is of necessity limited in amount of detail shown. Bus-
inessmen, teachers, librarians, public officials, professional workers, and others
often require data for individual cities, counties, metropolitan areas, and other
small areas as well as for States, Eeconomists, teachers, students, and others
frequently need more historical information. To meet such requests for more
detail, a series of supplements o the Abstract has been initiated.
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The County and City Data Book, 1949, now in press, represents both a revision
(bringing to date) and a consolidation of two earlier supplements, the County
Data Book, issued 1947, and the Cities Supplement, issued 1944, The Counly and
City Data Book, 1949, brings together 101 items of information for each State,
each county, and each standard metropolitan area and 92 items for each of about
400 cities having 25,000 or more inhabitants in 1940, Broad subject fields cov-
ered include the 1948 Census of Business, 1947 Census of Manufactures, 1945
Census of Agriculture, 1948 vital statistics, 1949 bank deposits, 1948 city govern-~
ment; employment and finances and other items of .economic and social im-
portance. This volume will be on sale by the Superintendent of Docutnents,
Washington 25, D, C,

Historical Statisiics of the United States, a third supplement, was published in
July 1949. This volume brings together 3,000 statistical series which extend
back through time. Data are shown for each year back to 1789 or to the earliest
data available for the series. In the preparation of this supplement the Bureau
had the cooperation of a special committee of the Social Seience Research Coun-
cil set up to advise the Director of the Census on a source book of historical
statistics and of the Committee on Research in Feonomic History under the
auspices of the Social Science Research Counecil. This volume is on sale by
the Superintendent of Documents, Washington 25, D. C. for $2.50. These
statistics are brought to date each year in the appendix of the annual Statistical
Abstract, beginning with the 1949 edition.

Responsibility.—As implied in the title, the contents of this volume are taken
from a large number of sources, as indicated in the list of agencies furnishing
material. (See pages XII-XV.) The Bureau of the Census cannob accept the
responsibility for the accuracy or limitations of the ‘data presented here, other
than for those which it collects. However, the responsibility for selection of the
material for the general user and for proper presentation rests with the Bureau,
even though carried out with the cooperation of many technicians who have
given unselfishly of their time and knowledge in order to assist the Bureau’s
staff in making the presentation as meaningful and useful as possible.

The cooperation of the users must also be acknowledged. Many persons have
written offering suggestions for improving the presentation of the material,
These letters have been most helpful and users are urged to continue to make
their needs known, All suggestions will be carefully considered in planning
future editions.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON DATA PRESENTED

write to the agency indicated in thc source note to the table which covers
the desired subject.
SUGGESTIONS AND COMMENTS
should be sent to
The Director
Bureau of the Census
Washington 25, D. C.




STATISTICAL ABSTRACT SUPPLEMENTS

County and City Data Book, 1949. A compact presenta-
tion of 101 items of statistical data for each county and
standard metropolitan area in the United States and 92
items of statistical data for each of about 400 cities
having 25,000 inhabitants or more in 1940. Washing-
ton, D. C., 1950. About 500 pages. (In press.) Repre-
sents both a revision and a consolidation of two earlier
small-area supplements, the County Data Book issued in
1947, and the Cities Supplemeni—Siatisiical Abstract of
the United States issued in 1944.

Historical Slatistics of the Uniled States, 1789-1945., A
supplement to the Siatisiical Abstract, prepared with the
cooperation of the Social Science Research Council. A
-compilation of about 3,000 statistical time series, largely
annual, extending back through time to the earliest year
for which figures. are available, Includes definitions of
terms and descriptive text. Specific source notes pro-
vide a basic guide to original published sources for
further reference and additional data. Detailed alpha-
betical subject index. 3863 pages. Issued 1949. Third
printing. Price $2.50 (Buckram).

Purchase orders should be addressed to the Superintendent

of Documents, U. S. Government Printing Office, Wagh-

ington 25, D. C.
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TABLES BY SOURCE

Table numbers followed by “co-op.” indicate that the statistics were compiled in
cooperation with another agency; those followed by “part’” indicate that statistics
from another souree appear in the same table.

Federal Government Agencies

Administrative Office of the U. 8. Courts:
166-172
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Bureau of Agricultural Economies:
26, 105, 106 (co-op), 217-219, 466,
467, 670, 672 (co-op), 676, 685, 687-
689 (all co-op), 690, 692-697, 709,
715, 716, 725-728, 730 (part), 731,
733-738, 740, 744-757, 764 (part),
765 (part), 767 (part), 768 (part),
769, 771, 772 (part), 776, 777, 718
(part), 781, 782, 783 (part), 785
(part), 786 (part), 787
Bureau of Agricultural and Industrial
Chemistry:
820
Bureau of Human Nutrition and Home
Economies:
106 (co-op.)
Commodity Exchange Authority:
486
Farm Credit Administration:
468-471, 711-713
Farmers Home Administration:
472
Foreign Agricultural Relations;
719, 721, 722, 732, 739
Forest Service:
791-797, 799-806
Production and Marketing Administra-
tion:
107-109, 698, 699, 766, 767 (part),
768 (part), 770, 772 (part), 778
(part), 779 (part), 783 (part), 784
(part)
Rural Electrification Administration:
567
Soil Coenservation Service:
667-669

XII

American National Red Cross:
268

Board of Governors, Federal Reserve
System:
215, 819, 320, 390, 302, 423, 424, 427,
429, 435-440, 442, 450, 453, 473-475,
478, 479, 482 (part), 488, 514, 515,882,
911, 1007, 1055

Bureau of the Budget:
358-362

Civil Aeronautics Board:
625 (co-op.), 626 (co-op.)

Civil Service Commission:
228-236, 307-309

Commerce:
Bureau of the Census:

Agriculture:
220, 656-662, 671, 672 (co-op),
673-675, 677-684, 686, 687-689
(all co-op.), 691, 700-708, 714, 723,
724, 763, 764 (part), 765 (part),
773-775, 780, 789, 790

Business:
887, 888, 1035, 1036, 1038-1041,
1043, 1045-1051, 1056-1062

Census of Electrical Industries:-
561, 616

Foreign Trade:
345, 346, 646-655, 717, 718, 720,
730 (part), 758 (part), 759 (part),
760, 761, 785 (part), 786 (part),
842, 851, 860 (part), 961 (part)
968 (part), 969, 970, 998-10086,
1008, 1009, 1011-1023, 1025, 1026
(part), 1027-1034

Governments:
393-~422
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Commerce—Continued
- Bureau of the Census—Continued
Industry:
546-548, 729, 741-743, 762, 788,
807-819, 837, 865, 909, 910, 912,
913, 915-923, 931043, 945-947,
950, 953-058, 964-967, 972-087
Population and Housing:
1-25, 27-34, 36-30, 41-63, 127—
136, 175-179, 207-211, 221-226,
322-328, 350, 892-908
Bureau of Public Roads:
242, 574-581, 582 (part), 583-585
Civil Aeronautics Administration:
258, 625 (co-op.), 626 (co-op.), 627
Office of Business Economics:
312, 313, 315-318, 383, 480, 482
(part), 492, 505, 506, 511-518, 516,
518 (co-op.), 519, 520, 988-993,
1037, 1042, 1044, 1052, 1053
Office of Domestic Commerce:
876, 924 (part), 951
Office of International Trade:
758 (part), 759 (part), 928, 1010
Patent Office:
526-528
Weather Bureau:
180-192
Congress:
Clerk of House:
347-349, 851, 352, 353 (part), 354
(part), 355 (part)
House of Representatives, 78th Con-
gress, 2d Session:
193 ‘
Library of Congress:
353 (part), 354 (part); 529
Office of Congressional Directory:
353 (part), 354 (part)
Senate Library:
355 (part)
Counecil of Keonomie Advisers:
311, 314
Defense:
Air Force:
257
Army:
628, 630-634
Navy:
255, 256, 259
Office of Secretary:
254

XIII

Feonomie Cooperation Administration:
094-997
Federal Communications Commission:
- 532-535, 537-545
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation:
452, 454-456
Federal Power Commission:
342, 343, 557-560, 563-565, 568, 5783,
914
Federsl Security Ageney:
Bureau of Employees’ Compensation:
237
Office of Education:
137-161
Office of Vocational Rehabilitation:
305, 306
Public Health Service:
35, 64-92, 95-104, 586590
Bocial Security Administration:
270-282, 297-304, 310
Housing and Home Iinance Agency:
Home Loan Bank Board:
448, 457-459, 461-465
Public Housing Administration:
889891
Interior:
Bureau of Land Management:
194 (part), 195-203
Bureau of Mines: ‘
556, 833, 835, 836, 838-841, 845-
850, 852, 853, 855~850, 860 (part),
861864, 867-875, 949
Bureau of Reclamation:
663666
Tish and Wildlife Service:
784 (part), 821-832
National Park Service:
204, 205
Office of Indian Affairs:
2006
Office of the Secretary:
194 (part)
Territories and Island Possessions,
Division of:
615
Interstate Commerce Commisgion:
591-599, 600 (part), 601—609, 6L1—
614, 617, 618, 620-623, 866
Justice:
Bureau of Prisons:
173, 174
Faderal Bureau of Investigation:
162-165
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Labor:
Immigration and Naturalization:
110~126
Bureau of Employment Security:
283-291
Bureau of Labor Statistics:
212-214, 216, 227, 238-241, 243-
253, 321, 329, 330, 331 (part), 332,
333, 3356, 336, 338-341, 344, 476,
477, 854, 877-879, 885, 1064
Maritime Commission:
635, 636, 645
National Forest Reservation Commission:
798
Panama Canal:
642-644
Post Office Department:
451, 549—555
Railroad Retirement Board:
292-296
Reconstruction Finance Corporation:
447
Securities and Exchange Commission:
449, 484, 487, 489, 490, 493, 508, 518
(co-op.)
Tariff Commission:
948
Treasury:
Bureau of Comptroller of Currency:
432-484, 441, 443-446
Bureau of Customs:
637-639, 1024, 1026 (part)
Bureau of Internal Revenue:
356 (part), 363-381, 507, 509, 510,
517, 779 (part), 925-927, 929, 930
Bureau of the Mint:
430, 431, 843, 844
Fiscal Service:
356 (part), 357, 382, 384-389, 891,
495, 426
Veterans' Administration:
260-267, 269

Other Government Agencies

New York State, Department of Public
Works:
629

Nongovernmental Agencies

American Gas Association:
569-572

TABLES BY SOURCE

American Iron and Steel Institute:
959, 960, 961 (part), 962, 963, 968
(part), 971 (part)

American ‘Medical Association:

93, 94

American Metal Market:
834 (part)

American Telephone and Telegraph Co.:
530, 531

American Transit Association:

619

Association of American Railroads:
600 (part), 610

Automaobile Manufacturers’ Association:
582 (part)

Bus Transportation:

624

Commerecial and Finanecial Chronicle:
428 (part), 485, 491

F. W. Dodge Corporation:

880, 881

Dow-Jones & Co., Ine.:
480 (part)

Dun & Bradstreet, Inc.:
521-525

Edison Electric Institute:
562, 566

Engineering and Mining Journal:
834 (part)

Engineering News Record:
883, 884, 886

Federal Council of the Churches of Christ

in America:
40 .

Federal Reserve Bank of New York:
334

Tron Age:

834 (part), 971 (part)

Lloyds, London:

640, 641

Los Angeles Clearing House:
428 (part)

Mineral Industry:

834 (part)

Moody’s Investors’ Service:
483

National Association of Hosiery Manu-

facturers:
044

National Board of Fire Underwriters:

501
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National Bureau of Economic Research:

331 (part)

National Canners Association:
924 (part)

National Fertilizer Association:
710 :

National Industrial Conference Board:
337

New York Stock Exchange:
481

New York Times:
480 (part)

Spectator:
494500, 502-504
Steel:
971 (part)
Tanners’ Council of America:
952
United States Savings and Loan League:
460 :
Western Union Telegraph Co.:
536
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