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Estimates of the male and female population 
65 years old and over for oontinental United 
States on July i of eaoh year, 1940 to 1949, and 
estimates of the population 65 years old and 
over for States on July 1, 1948, were released 
today by Roy V. Peel, Director, Bureau of the 
Census, Department of Commerce. The Seventeenth 
Census of the United States, which will be con
ducted in April, 1950, will provide statisttcs 
for the United States and its geographic subdi
visions similar to those shown in this report, 
based on a complete count of the population; the 
rough estimates presented here are based on fig
ures from the last census brought up to date by 
use of official records of deaths, immigration,. 
and emigration, and by use of estimates of net 
internal migration that are based on assumptions 
described below. 

The rapid increase in the number of the aged 
in recent decades has resulted in widespread 
in'l; Gre st in the pro blems of that group. The 
<3stimates of the aged population shown in this 
report were prepared in response to requests 
from government agencies, tnsuranoe companies, 
tax researoh groups, and other private orc;sni,' 
zati~ns and individuals. The ftgures are par
tj,oularly useful as bases of rect:ptent rates for 
old-age asststance and beneficiary rates for 
old-age and survivor1s insurance. 

In the total population restding in oontinen
tal Unt ted States of about 148,720,000 on ,July 1, 
1949, there were an estimated 11,270,000 persons 
65 years old and over. (See table 1.) In April, 
1940, when the last deoennial oensus was taken, 
only 8,964,000 persons were reported as 65 years 
old and over. Although the total population 
residing tn the United States inoreased by 
8. bou't 13 peroent during this period, the rat e of 
inorease tn the aged populatj,on amounted to 
about 26 percent. The increase in the number of 
aged females made up about 60 percent of the 
total inorease of 2+ million persons in the aged 

population. As a result, the number of males 
per 100 females among the aged dropped from 95.5 
to 90,2 in this period. The growth of the aged 
between 1'940 and 1949, although large, was not 
unusual in the light of past chanees in thts age 
group, however. Large increases in this group 
have been ooourring for w~ny deoades; and the 
increases have, in general, been growtng. The 
average annual interoensal increases sinoe 1910 
are as follows: 

Period Totel Male Female 

rno to 1920 ••••••• 101,000 51,000 50,000 
1920 to 193O ....... 166,000 82,000 84,000 
1930 to 1940, •••••• 239,000 108,000 130,000 
1940 to 1949 ••••••• 249,000 105,000 145,000 

The trend indicated toward a larger number of 
older persons may be credited to increases in 
the number of births in the 19th oentury, to 
lowered mortality rates resulting from better 
medical care and 8 higher standard of living, 
and to the generally inoreasing volume of immi~ 
gration up to World War I. 

There appears to have been more persons 65 
years old and over on July 1, 1948, than on 
April 1, 1940, in eaoh of the 48 States and the 
District of Columbia, (See ta ble 2.) Fi ve 
States (Nevada, Artzona, Oregon, California, and 
Washington) had gains of over 40 percent, 10 
States and the District of Columbia had gains of 
between 20 and 40 peroent, and 28 states had 
gains of between 10 and 20 percent. The 5 re
maining States (New Hampshire, r!laine, Kentuoky, 
MissisSippi, and Vermont) had less than a 10 
percent gain in population 65 years old and over 
between April 1, 1940, and July 1, 1948. The 
States with the most impressive increases were? 
with few exceptions, among those that are esti
mated to have gained heavily through internal 
migration stnoe 1940. (See Current Pcpulation 
Reports, Series P-25, No. 26.) 
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THble 8._ .... ES'11IJ\if-l.ri'"~;3 OF 'filli PO}U::"r.'rI:JN 6t', Y'0r>.lt.S OL::J f-~>ID 0"!~{, FOR rr!~ U!UTED (3TAT.ES, 
BY Ifr/HOW], :JIV13ION-J, i'1.l'fD j'lIXrl' .. '3: TJLY J., 1\)48 

(l!:stimates are rounded to the nearest thousand without beiag mljusted t" group total.B, which are lndepefldefltly ruunded. Der1.VBci 
fif;ures are ba.:;(:d on the unround8d absolute numbers} 

Region, division, and 
state 

llliGIONS: 
Northeastern states •• 
North Gentral States. 
The South •.•••• o ••••• 

'ilie West .......... ··· 

NORTlllil,s'l;J<;RN STATl!:S: 
New l!:ngland", •••.•.•• 
Middle Atltin tic •.•..• 

NORTH CJ.<:NTllAL STATES: 
J.<:ast North Central .•• 
\~est North Ceatral. •• 

'i'HE SOU 'ill: 
South Atlantic ••••••• 
~ast South central.g~ 
west South Central ... 

'l'lll!: WES'!': 
Mountain ......... "" 0 ....... 0 

Pacific ............. . 

NEW ENGLAND: 
Maine ............... . 
New Hampshire ••••••.• 
Vennont •••.••••••• •• • 
Massachusetts .......... . 
Rhode Island ••••••••• 
Connecticu t •••••..•.• 

MIDDLE ATLAN'rIC: 
!lew york ••••••••••••• 
New Jersey ...... 0 ... c'" 

Pennsy 1 vania .••.••••• 

EABT NOR'!'!{ C1N'I'RAL: 
Ohio ................ . 
Indiana ••••. _ ....... .. 
Illinois ••.•••••• , .•• 
Michigan ••••••••••• • • 
Wisconsin •.•. ~ ....... <> 

old and over 

July 1, 
1948 

3,066,000 
3,6:J8,OOO 
2,732,000 
1,509,000 

823,000 
2,243,000 

2,372,000 
1,261,000 

1,166,000 
678,000 
888,000 

316,000 
1,190,000 

86,000 
53,000 
35,000 

425,000 
60,000 

163,000 

1,104,000 
349,000 
790,000 

661,000 
345,000 
662,000 
423,000 
281,000 

April 1, 
1940 

(censu,9 I 

2 t593 t 994 
3,081,492 
2}300,372 
1,043,456 

I 

715,0491 
1,878,645 

1,968,764 
1,112,728 

1 

968,991 ' 
612,6fJ9 
718,692 

251,l61 
792,295 

8~3251 
48, 720 1 
34 J 49B! 

368, 974 1 
54,2B4 

128, 554 1 

922,256 
278,m31. 
677,468 

509,729 
2B8 p036 
567,963 
:300,854 
i?42,182 

i'Jurnber 

+472,000 
+li52,OOO I' 

+4:,1,000 
+466,000 

+108,000 
+364,000 

+4,04 ,000 
+148,000 

+197,000 
+65,000 

+169,000 

+65,000 
+401,000 

+6,000 
,·5,000 
+1,000 

+56,000 
+6,000 

+;)4,000 

+181,OUO 
+70,000 

+11:>,000 

+122,000 
+57,000 
+94,000 
+92,000 
+39,000 

+ I or 

·,18.2 
+17.9 
+l8.7 
+44.7 

+15~1 

+19.4 

+20.5 
+13.3 

+2C ~3 
+10 .6 
+23.5 

+25.8 
+50.6 

+7.6 
+9.5 
+1.8 

+15,,3 
+11.2 
+26.4 

+19.6 
+25.2 
+16.6 

+22 .. 5 
+19.7 
+16.6 
+27.9 
+16.1 

ilegiun, dilfision, Bnd 
3tnte 

Wh;::3T tJOJiTH Gx':WrRAL! 
lv!innesota. _ .•••.•••• , 
Iowa ....••......•. , ... 
11i 8souri ••••.• , ...••• 
North Dakoto ......... 
South Dakota •.•••••. • 
['ebreaks .••••••. · •• · • 
Kansas .......... ,.······ .. 

SOUTH J, TLANTIC: 
Delaware ........ ••••· g 

l\~aryland ••..••..••... 
District of Columbia. 
Virginia .......... ·· • 
West Virginia ........ . 
No rth Carolina .•.••.• 
South C::arolina. $ ••••• 

C}eorgia." .....•.••.•. 
Florida •••••..••••..• 

BJuS'I! sOU'rH C~NTRAL: 
Kentucky ...... •• .... , 
'rennessee .•.•••..•••• 
i~LBbama •• & ~ .......... .. 

Mississippi. ..... ·•·· ~ 

WJ:,srr .sOU'rE Gl::tffRAL; 
Jlrkansas •....•....••• 
Louisiana ........... •· .. 
Okl1'1homa .......... ·· • 
'fexas ........... •••··· " 

Mou~'rAIN: 
l\lontana~ •.. 0 ......... 0 

Iduho •••••••••.••• ·• . 
Wyoming .. 0 • o .......... ~ 

Colorado ....•.•.••••. 
New Mexico ... •.••.•.• 
.H.ri zona •••• ~ ..•.• a ••• 

Ut,ah •••••••• •••••••· • 
Nevada ••••••• •• .. •••• • 

PACIl'IC: 
Washington •.......• ·• 
Oregon .•.•••.• •··••• • 
California .•..... ··•· 

1 A figure adjusted for biases in the reporting of age of nonwhite persons is 8,964,000. 

populatl.on 65 years 
old and over 

July 1, 
1~48 

247,000 
255,000 
363,000 

45,000 
50,000 

117,000 
184,000 

23,000 
147,000 

57,000 
182,000 
115,000 
187,000 

94,000 
183,000 
178,000 

199,000 
203,000 
156,000 
119,000 

13~,000 
141,000 
163,000 
451,000 

4~,OOO 

42,000 
17,000 

101)000 
27,000 
J7,OOO 
39,000 
11,000 

209,000 
1.43 JOOO 
841,000 

.i~pril 1.~ 
1940 

(census) 

218,618 
227,'167 
325,745 

39,390 
44,440 

105,632 
157,136 

20,566 
123,516 

41,206 
154,944 
100,974 
156,540 

81,314 
IS8,714 
131,217 

189,284
1 

171,778 
136,209 
115,418 

107,260 
119,003 
144,934 
347,495 

36,257 
31,700 

12, 558 1 
86,438 
2~,284'1 
23,G09 
!50,215 

6,800 

144.~20 

92,728 
555,247 

Incrr:lHS!.:J (+ j or 
decrses" (-I, 
1. 940 to 1. \148 

i-db ,OGO 

+2'1, (JOG 
-l-07 JOOO 
+b~OOO 
+6,000 

+3,000 
+2~,()()O 

+16,000 
+27,000 
+14,000 
+30,000 
+13,000 

+10,000 
+31,000 
+20,000 

+4,000 

+ u.:,. 4-

+1.1 ~ b 
+l.LfJ 
+ 1~1,6 
+l~;~O 

+'LOoO 
+1'1.1 

+13.'1 
·d8,,7 
+;)706 
.,.1700 
+10 ~ 5 
+lS.v 
+1[10 9 

1,5.1 
+ 18~2 
+14~8 

+3 .. 4 


