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ESTIMATES OF THE POPULATION 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, FOR CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES,

JULY 1, 1940 TO 1949, AND FOR STATES, JULY 1,

Esbimates of the male and female population
85 years old and over for continental United
States on July 1 of each year, 1940 to 1949, and
estimates of the population 65 years old and
over for States on July 1, 1948, were releasged
today by Roy V. Peel, Director, Bureau of the
Census, Department of Commerce. The Seventeenth
Census of the United States, which will be con~
ducted in April, 1950, will provide statistics
for the United States and 1ts geographic subdi=-
vigions similar +o those shown in this report,
baged on a complete count of the populationy the
rough estimates presented here are based on fige
ures from the last census brought up to date by
use of official records of deaths, immigration,
and emigration, and by use of estimates of net
internal migration that are based on agsumptions

described below,

The rapid increase in the number of the aged
in recent decades has resulted in widespread
interest in +the problems of that group. The
egtimates of the aged population shown in this
report were prepared in response to requests
from government agencies, insurance companies,
tax research groups, and other private organi-
gations and individuals. The figures are par«
ticularly useful as bases of recipient rates for
old~age assistance and beneficiary rates for
old=age and survivor'!s insurance.

In the total population residing in continen-
tal United States of about 148,720,000 on July 1,
1949, there were an estimated 11,270,000 persons
65 years old and over. (See table 1.) In April,
1940, when the last decennial census was taken,
only 8,964,000 persons were reported as 65 years
0ld and over. Although the +total population
residing din the United States increased by
about 13 percent during this period, the rate of
increase 1in the aged population amounted +to
about 26 percent. The increase in the number of
made up about 60 percent of the
total increase of 27 million persons in the =mged

1948

population. As a reéulﬁ, the number of males
per 100 females among the aged dropped from 95.5
to 90,2 in this period. The growth of the aged
between 1940 and 1949, although large, was not
unusual in the light of past changes in this age
group, however. Large increeses in this group
heve been occurring for many decades; and the
increases have, in general, been growing. The

average annual intercensal increases since 1910
ars as follows:
Period Total Male Female
1910 +o 1920.,..... 101,000 51,000 50,000
1920 to 1980....... 166,000 82,000 84,000
1980 to 1940....... 239,000 108,000 180,000
105,000 145,000

1940 to 1949....... 249,000

The trend indicated toward a larger number of
older persons may be credited to increases in
the number of births in +the 19th century, to
lowered mortality rates resulting from bvetter
medical care and a higher standard of living,
and to the generally increasing volume of immie-
gration up to World War I.

There appears to have been more persons 65

years old and over on July 1, 1948, than on
April 1, 1940, in each of the 48 States and the
District of Columbia., (See table 2.) Five

States (Nevaeda, Arigona, Oregon, California, and
Washington) had gains of over 40 percent, 10
States and the District of Columbis had gains of
20 and 40 percent, and 28 States had
10 and 20 percent. The § re~
maining States (New Hampshire, Maine, Kentucky,
Mississippi, and Vermont} had less +than a 10
percent gain in population 65 years old and over
between April 1, 1940, and July 1, 1948, The
States with the most ilmpressive increases were,
with few exceptions, among those that are esti-
mated +to have gained heavily <through internal
migration since 1940, (See Current Population

between
gains of between

Reports, Series P~25, Nos 26.)



METHOD OPF BSTIMATION AND LIMITATIONS

are

The estimates presented in this report
ste-

based on age data from ‘the 1940 census;
tistics of deaths by age provided by the National
0ffice of Vital Statistics, United States Public
Health Service; statistics on the movement of
aliens and citizens into and out of the country
provided by the Immigration and Neturalization
Service, Department of Justice; and estimates of
net interstate migration, developed in part from
officiel records of school enrollment for each
The estimates are not based on & semple

State.

gurvey. They were obtained by starting with the

1940 census data on the aged population and

allowing for deaths and net internmational and

interstate migration between April 1, 1940, and

July 1, 1948, The estimetes of deaths in the
are

group 65 years old and over on July 1, 1948,
based on final statistics of resident deaths by
sge for the United States and each State between
1940 and 1947 and provisional figures for 1948.
By & slight final adjustment, the esbtimates of
‘the population 65 years old and over for the
gtates were brought into agreement with a na-
tional tobal for this group. The national total
used 4n the report supersedes +the figure pube
1ished in Current Population Reports, Series

P-25, FNo. 2l.

The State estimates of net migration between
1940 and 1948 for the population 65 years old
and over are based on the estimated State rates
of net migration for the population of all ages.
The latter rates had been developedin connection
with the preparation of the estimates of the

total population of States presented in Current
Population Reports, Series P25, No. 26, and are
based on the migretion rates of school-age chile
dren, which were developed largely from official
records of school enrollment for each State. It
was generally assumed in meking the State esti~
mates of the aged population shown in this
report that the rate of net migration for the
population 65 years cld and over between 1940
and 1948 for a given State was one-half the rate
for the population of all sages for the same
stete, which had, in general, been agsumed to be
+he same as for the schooleage population. Be-
cause these assumpbtions may not apply exactly,
or even approximately, to each State, the State
figures may vary considerably .in accuracy, de~
pending in large part on the validity of the
asgumptions for the State.

In view of the lengbth of time. since the last
census end the inadequacy of information avail-
able for prepering these estimates, especially
informetion regarding interstate migration, the
figures given in this report for States and for
the United States for more recent years may not
be consistent with similer figures for April 1,
1950, to be obtained in the 1950 census. By and
large, however, <the figures now being published
may be accepted as reflecting the general direc-
tion and approximate size of changes since 1940,

presénted in this report have
veen rounded +to the nearest thousend without
veing adjusted to group totals, which have been
independently rounded. Derived filgures are based
on the unrounded absolute numbers.

The estimates

Table 1.--POPULATION 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY SEX, FOR THE UNITED STATES, 1910 TO 1940,
AND ESTIMATES, 1940 TO 1949

(Estimates are rounded to the neerest thousend without belng adjusted to group totals,
which are independently rounded)

Males
Date Total Male Female per 100
females
CENSUS
April 15, 191000, csscvocoacavocno 3,949,524 1,985,976 1,963,548 101.1
January 3, 1980.aceecesocssccancs 4,983,215 2,483,071 2,450,144 101.8
April L1, 1980, csccsrsossccocccanse 6,633,805 3,325,211 3,308,594 100,56
April 1, 1940cccovsreovcuassacans 9,019,314 4,406,120 4,618,194 95,5
ESTIMATE

April 1, 1940%. ceureeroacocoaansse 8,964,000 4,377,000 4,587,000 95,4
Tuly 1, 1940.c.evocsnosaccsansons 9,021,000 4,401,000 4,620,000 95.3
JULY 1, 194kcceassesocsovonsassoe 9,222,000 4,483,000 4,740,000 94,8
Tuly 1, 1942, ccaocccosonsacnsoss 9,455,000 . 4,579,000 4,876,000 93,9
July 1, 1948cc00savescccocsassnon 9,660,000 4,662,000 4,999,000 93.3
Tuly Ly 1984ecsvesccsonocacnooans 9,858,000 4,744,000 5,114,000 98.8
TulY 1, 1945uceccccorcsunaccancnss 10,114,000 4,853,000 5,261,000 92.2
July L, 19466cscwvosccccooosssane 10,375,000 4,966,000 5,410,000 9]..8
Tuly 1, 19475, ccaannssosonsoncass 10,655,000 5,085,000 5,571,000 91.8
Tuly 1, 1948%.ccoconcscrososocnon 10,940,000 5,208,000 5,787,000 90,7
July 1, 1949cceccvoscensoccsscse 11,270,000 5,344,000 5,926,000 90.2

1 Cengus rigures adjusted for ege bisses in nonwhite population as enumerateda
2 Supersedes figures published in Current Population Reports, Seriles P-25, No. 21,
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Derived

e e

Population
old and

85 years
over

Incresse [+) or
decresse (-],
1940 to 1948

Region, division, and

Population 65 years
0ld and over

Incrsase {(+) or

decreaso

(=)s

1,940 to. 1948

Region, division, and
State . state N
July 1, April 1, . P Tuly 1, upiglolq e
1948 1940 Humber cent 1948 194 Number
(census) ke {census)
Unibed Sbates......| 10,940,000] 19,019,5141+1,921,000] +21.8 WiST HORTH CENTRAL:
MAINNEBOa. < smeonnssss 247,000 21g,618|  +95,000 viB.4
TOWA . o avanerransinens 255,000 287,767 $27,000 | +11.8
REGIONS: ' “el A ;
: 368,00 385,745 7,000] +11.5
Hortheastorn States..| B5,066,000] £,593,094] +472,000) +18.2 uitssourt. .. 8,000 25,7 07,000 ot
R - G o A o e NoTth Dekoto..eeees s 45,000 89,890 +5,000] +1.6
North Central Stabes.| 8,685,000] 8,081,492 +562,000) +17.9 = - - P
! ', . South Dakotae.eeesons 50,000 44,440 +6,000| +18.0
The SoUbhe.evsessses . e,7sm,000] 2,300,378 +451,0000 +18.7 o Byn ; i0W5
The West 1 809.000| L 043’456 466.0 7 HELDBSKB v eevosennnns 117,000 105,682 +11,0001 +10.6
SEATEE AR AR I 10455 35,0001 vak. KOISES e s e asrsreesonsn 184,000 157,186  +27,000] +17.1
NORTHEASTERN STATES : P . .
Wew England.e.oesoeo . 823,000 715,349] +108,000| +15.1 aoggiagg:frrlc, 25000 50,566 +5.000| +19.7
§idale AtIAnEAG......| 2,243,000| 1,878,645 +364,000| +19.4 Naryland..orererenens 147,000 123,516| 25,000 *18.7
. pistrict of Columbia. 57,000 41,206]  +16,000] +87.6
NORTH CENTRAL STATES: ViTEINLAs«ervarsenteo 182,000 154,944(  +27,0000 +17.6
Bast North Ceatral...| 2,372,000 1,968,764 +404,000) +20.5 fiest VirginiGe....ees 116,000 100,974|  +14,000| +18.5
Wwest North Central...| 1,261,000] 1,112,788) +148,000 +18.3 North Carolin@ues.... 167,000 156,54C|  +80,000 1 +15,5
South Carclinf......s 94,000 81,514|  +18,000] #18.9
G i . 183,000 158,714  +25,000
THE SOUTH: Goorgif. . oo ; ’
y . 178,00 131,217 +47,000
Soubh AVlAnbicese...| 1,166,000 968,991 197,000} +20.5 Florida 76,000 ] ’
East South Central... 578,000 512,669| +65,000| +10.8
West South Central... 888,000 716,692 +169,000| +23.5 | 1AST SOUTH CENTRAL:
KentucKkyoeersorareoron 199,000 189,264|  +10,000| 5.1
. TENNESSBEB. e erasvonsre 203,000 171,778 +81,000 ) +18.2
THE WEST: ; R
AMBa raresnvonsss 5 186,209]  +206,000 +14.8
HOUNGALMs s e nseaseass| 816,000 251,161  +65,000| +25.8 ot | Tielale| w4000 o
PACLTIC e s sevenansans| 1,193,000 792,295| +401,000| +£0.6 # BPLecsvnreery T * ’
NEW ENGLAND: 4 WEST SOUTH CENTRAL @
: P " ATKANSAS. o v s s revrasss 185,000 107,260 +26,000
MAinBeeaesvaorassosns 86,000 80,328 +6,000 +7 06 Louist P
: . - OULS1ANBaessersaavre 141,000 119,003 +22,000
New Hampshire..... 53,000 48,780 +5,000 +9.5 .
i : OKL1ANOMA. «vovonrsocsns 168,000 144,984  +18,000
VOrmontesvicssaovssos 35,000 34,492 +1,000 +1.8 Texas 451,000 547495 +104.,00C
Messachusetis. su.eens 425,000 968,974|  +56,000| +15.3 - * : ’
Rhode Island.seccenca 60,000 54,284 +6,000] +11.2
Connectioute sessssens 163,000 128,554  +u4,000| +26.4)  HOUNTAIN:
MORLAAR s s veressesren 4%,000 36,257 +5,000
NOwoannnransseonos 2,000 31,7001 +10,000
MIDDLE ATLANTLC: ﬁdiiin ‘1}7’000 12,558 +5.000
H6W YOTKevnvvesanere| 1,104,000 925,856 +181,000{ +19.6 AYOMIDG e o canesrrreere e 0 N
Paag ; , ) 01orado. cveeevnvees 101,000 86,458 +15,000
New JOTBOY.e s revecss 349,000 278,821  +70,000| +35.2 ; X ool o
P Tyania 790’OOC 677 468 +115,000] +16.6 New Mexico Ve 27,000 23,284, +4,000
ORNBY LVARLE . e ene P " ol o ATAZONA, .- caean 37,000 25.609]  +10,000
Ut8He e enoansosensasns 39,000 50,218 8,000 | +86.0
EAST NORTH CENTRAL: Hevada. ... .. e 11,000 6,800 44,0601 +60.5
ONIOu e rernoerasssrese 661,000 549,729 +182,000| +28.5
TNALANA. v eeenenrrvres 345,000 208,086  +87,0001 +19.7 PACIFIC:
T11iN0LBeecovonerecne 662,000 567,965  +94,000| +16.6 Vel Lngton, os e s 209,000 144,580 464,000 #4406
MAChIEAD. e rossnoorons 423,000 380,854]  +92,000( +27.9 Oregot. ... 143,000 92,728|  +61,000] +04.6
WASCONSiNe e oransrnes 281,000 242,182  +39,000] +16.1 CaLlifOTniBes s arves .. 841,000 555,247 *886,000] +51.5

1 4 figure adjusted for blases in the reporting of age of

nonwhite persons 1s 8,964,000,



