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E::,TIIV'J-L'I'K) OF THE POPULATION 5 TO 17 YEAH::; OLD FOR CONTHJENTAL UNITED STATES, 
JULY 1, 1930 TO 1949, AND E'OH STATES, ,JULY 1, 1940 TO 1948 

(The 

Estimates of the male and female population 
5 to 1'7 years old for continental United states, 
by detailed age groups, as of July 1 of each 
year, 1930 to 1949, and estimates of the popula­
tlon 5 to 1'7 years old for States on July l.of 
each year, 1940 to 194e, were released today by 
Hoy V. Peel, Director, Bureau of the Census, De­
partment of Commerce. These estimates are being 
made available because of their speclal interest 
to indivl~uals and organizatlons planning pro­
grams affecting chl1dren of school age. In gen­
eral, the figures relate to the civilian popula­
tion and exclude the f'ew persons 1'1 years of age 
serving ln the armed forces, 1 

'rhe Seventeenth Deoennial Census of the 
Unlted States, which is being conducted at pres,. 
ent, will provide statistics similar to those 
shown in this report, based on a complete count 
of the populatIon; the estimates .presen ted here 
are based on statIstics from the Fifteenth and 
Sixteenth Decennial Censuses (April 1, 1930 and 
1940). on official records of births, deaths, 
immigra tion, and emigrati.on, on estimates of net 
internal migration that are based on assumptions 
noted below, and on other records indlcative of 
population change. 

E8'rJ.lvlA'm,S I BY AGE AND m~x, FOIl 1'HIfl 
UNIT8D STA1'ES: 1930 '1'0 1949 

From an estimated .6 million ohildren on 
July 1, 1930, the total school-age popUlation 
of continental Unl ted sta t(,lS decreacled fairiy 

to an estimated 28.'1 million ohlldren on 

IThe figur<,"3 for July 1, 19JO to 1939, Rnd April 
inclUde a nerr,ligible number of persons 17 years 

in the Rrmed forces inside oontinental United 
States.. For most ho",!ev·er) the 8sti .... 
maLe,] .[ox' the period 19.30 to given in this 
report m8.y be con,gidered a oomparable series of er3tirnates 
of the civiliRn population 5 to 17 years old. 

tn thill r(3port 
P-25, NOll. 1 and 

tll<),se puGli shed in 

,July 1, 19M). (See table 10) Consistent 1:n­
creases took place between 1945 and 1949, but 
the 10s8 of 2,9 million, or \) percent, in the 
perIod 19~Joto 1945 had not yet been fully re~· 

ga1neu by 194,9. In that year there were about 
30.e mIllion persons in this age group, or 2.1 
million ('1 percent) more than in 1945. (Changes 
in the population 5 to 17 years old 1n the United 
Gtates between 1930 and 1949 are primarily a!',·· 
feeted by changes .in the annual numbers of' births 
between 1912 and 1(44), l3ecause of the per­
,cod.stently high level of the birth rate dur1ng the 
war and postwar years, thls group will, undoubt-
8cHy, 8xhlb1 t Impressive increaseB during the 
next several years. 

Although tlle population !:5 to 1? t'iS a whole 
showed a net decrease of' about 800, 000, or 2 
percent, between 19:30 and 1949, the youngest 
portion of the group showed a net inc rease. 'Phe 
net gaIn in the nwnber of ehi1dren 5 and t3 years 
of' agco) between 19:30 ancl 1949 amounted to 19 per­
cent. The remaini.ng age groups shown ,separately 
in table 1 decre8.sed--the popu1a.ti on 'I to 9 years 
old by 1 percent, the popUlation 10 to 13 by 7 
pCH'crmt, the popula tlol1 14 and 15 by 11 peroent, 
and the population 16 and 1'1 by 10 percenL 

<Ehe net ohange between 19;30 and 1949 for 
the ind:ividual age groupe alflo ob:3curen nUbtltan .. · 
t:la1 shifts which have oc;currecl in this pe:d.orL 
'Ehe number of 5-" a.nd. 6~year old" j for example, 
fell from 5.0 mi.llion in 1930 by 17 percent 
,2 mLLllon in 19:39 j and. tilen i.no rensed r)y 4<3 

peroent to 6.0 million in 1949, On the other 
hanel, the nwnl)e:r of 16·· and 1'1-yo13.1' olcl~1 in­
creased from 4. '1 mIILLon in 19:30 r)y 7 p eroont to 
5.0 millIon :Ln and then decreased by 16 
percent to 2 mIllion in 1949. 

Changes in the number of male.s and femalea 
fj to 1'7 yeartJ old, bo th as a. 1/,rh01e and by de'~ 

ta:ll(-3d ages, betwe(m 1930 and 1949, paralleled 
changes in the numbers 1'01' both sexes oombinerL 












