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Pro:visional intercensa1 estimates of' the 
population of the United S'tates for J'uly 1, 1940 
to 1949, and J"anuary 1, 1941 to 1950, and of' the 
components of population chE)nge for the 1940-50 
decade, talcing in'Go account the f'inal 1950 
Census population total, were released today by 
'oy V. Peel, Director, Bureau of t1,e Census, 

Department; 01' Commerce. These estimates are re··· 
visions of' the postcensal estimates for corre­
sponding da't es bas ed on the 1940 Census pub­
lished in earlier reports. These revisions dit­
fer only slightly from the figures published 
earlier inasmuch as the population count deter­
mined by the 1950 Census was approximately the 
same as the postcensal estimate fo,l' April 1, 
1950. 

Annual changes in 'the total population re­
siding in continental United States (excluding 
United States armed forces overseas and ci vilian 
citizens abroad), for the 1940-50 decade, were 
quite irregular, largely because o:t'the movenwnts 
of military pe.rsonnel to and from th.e United 
Stai;es as a result ot' World War II (table 1) 0 

Between J'uly 1, 1943, and July 1, 1944, a period 
in which troops were transferred out of' the 
oountry in large numbers, there was a net 10"ls 
of'1,349,000, or 1 percent, in the population of" 
conU.nental Unit ed States" On the other hand, 
between July I, 1945, and July 1, 1946, a period 
in which ,our troops were returning from over,· 
seas in large n1Jxabers, there was a net gain of 
7,756,000, or 6 peroent, in the population. 

.Births, deaths, and net ci vi1ian immigra-· 
tion showed much less annual variation during 

Series P-25, and in ,~E':l~~~'~1!=:i'.f'~~~1lc~t~~1;~;; 
since April 1950 appear 

the decade than did net milltary movement and 
total populatlon change. Deaths remained almost 
constant at 1.4 million pel' year. Births showed 
greater varia'tion, with a low of 2,622,000 be­
tween July 1, 1940, and J"uly 1, 1941; a first 
peal\. of 3,174,000 between July 1, 1942, and J"u1y 
1, 1943 i and a second peak of :3,986,000 between 
July 1, 1946, and J"uly 1, 1947. These highs re­
flected, respectively, the beginning of' World 
War II and demobllization. 'Ehe annual number 01' 
birt,l1s has remained high, amounting to 3,699,000 
for the period, July 1, 1948, to June 30, 1949) 
and to 3,703,000 1'0:[' 'the suoceeding 12-month 
period. 'rhe volume of net civilian immigration 
varied oonsiderably from year to year but was 
relatively small throughout the decade. It 

ranged :Crom a low 0:C 3'7,000 pel' year near the 
early part of the decade to a high of 266,000 
near the end of' the decade. 

.For the whole period, April 1, 1940, to 
April 1, 1950, the total change.in the population 
residing in continental United States amounted 
to 19,028,086. Of' this ohange, 18,029,000, or 
95 p0I'Oent, was due to natural increase (the 
exoess of' births over deaths) and only 999,000, 
or 5 percent, was due to llet i.mmi.gration (in" 
eluding both oi.vilian and military movements). 
Thus, the large annual changes in net :i.mmigra­
ti()n durlng the decade, resulting mostly froIn 
the movelllent of armed foroes to and from the 
contInent during the progress or World War II, 
t ended to oancel out" 

Annual changes during the 1940-50 decade in 
the total population in~uding armed 1'oroes 



overseas were also irregular 
less amplitude than those in 
tal population (table 2). 

but of considerably 
the total continen­

The year-to-year 
change during the decaie ranged from 1,263,000, 
or 0.96 percent, for the period July 1, 1940, to 
July 1, 
or L93 
,Tuly 1, 

1941, to more 
percent, for 
1947. The 

than twice that, 2,731,000, 
the period July 1, 1946, to 
annual population changes 

para11eled closely the annual fluctuations in 
the number 01' births, with a first peale in the 
ear1y part of the war and a second peale imme­
diate1y after the war. 

The civilhm population showed extreme var··· 
iation in its annua1 changes. These changes 
ranged from a loss of 3,439,000, or 2.63 per­
cent, in 1942-43 to a gain of 10,823,000, or 
8.48 percent, in 1945-46. The pattern of annual 
cl1anges in ·the civilian population resembled 
that in the total population resident in conti­
nental United States. 

The estimates of population given in this 
report are based on the counts of the total pop­
ulation obtained in the 1940 and 1950 Population 
Censuses; statistics and estimates of births and 
deaths provided by the National Offic,? or Vital 
Statistics, United States Public Health Servi.ce; 
statistics on the movement of civilian citizens 
and aliens to and from continental United States 
provided by the Irrunigratlon and Naturalization 
Service, Department ot' Justice; and data on the 
armed forces obtained from the Department of 
Det'ense. 

The estimates of the total population re­
siding in continental United States t'or each 
year given i.n table 1 were obtained by adding. 
successively the excess of births over deaths 
and net immigration (civilian and military) for 
each year to the total population enumerated on 
AprIl 1, 1940. In order to talee the 19f)0 Census 
into account, the net civilian migration com­
ponent .for each year was adjuElted so that the 
estimate for April 1, 1950, agreed with the 1950 
Census count. 

From these resu1ts, eEltimates of the total 
population in~~llding armed forces overseas and 
eEltImates of the civilian population were ob­
tained, respectively, by adding an estimate of 
armed forces overseas or by subtracting an esti­
mate of armed forces in contInental United 
States. In earlier reports presenting the se­
rles designated ss "total population incl u(Hng 
armed forces overseas," those persons in the 
armed forces overseas in 1940 and those per­
sons who had entered military service after 

- 2 -

April 1, 1940, from the Territories and pos­
sessions of the United States were excluded. 
the present reviElion, however, aLL armed forcv0 
of the United States overseas are included. In 
addi tion, the d:Lstri bution of the armed forceEl 
inside and outElide continental United States for 
the later years of the decade, as determined 
from the official reports, has been adjusted to 
agree more closely with the allocation of armed 
forces strength as defined by the 1950 CensuEl,1 
The effect ot' the rediEltribution is to reduce 
sligh·tly the number assigned overseas and "Jo 

increase slightly the number assigned to con·· 
tinental United States. 

The birth and death figureEl used in prepar­
ing the population estimates shown in this report 
were adjusted for underregistration. According 
to a teElt conducted in connection with the 1940 
Census, 92.5 percent of all births occurring in 
the four months preceding April 1, 1940, were 
registered. On the basis of the increase .in the 
proportion of births occurring in ho spi tal s, 
where birth registration is nearly complete, the 
percent completeness of birth regiEltratIon is 
estima ted to have increaEled to a bout 96, ° per·­
cent in 1950,2 Similar eEltimates were prepared 
for each intervening year. The repor ted birth 
statistics were adjusted by these estimated 
proportion~. No satisfactory test of the exteT 
of the underregistration ot' deathEl has be'. 
made, so that the extent of the underreporting 
of deaths is not lenovm. In the preparation of 
the eEltimates given in this report, the adjust­
ment of deathEl was confined to deathEl of chil­
dren under one year, and it was aasumed that 
infant deaths were underregistered in the same 
proportion as births in the corresponding year. 

The figures on net immigration pertain to 
the total movement to and from continental 
United States. ThuEl, in addition to the reported 
movementEl of civilians (both aliens and ci ti­
zens), the figureEl include the movements of 

1. The entire number of armed 1.'oroe8 reported as "afloat" 
wail claC'lsified in previ.ous estimates of population as out­
side continental United states. Actually, part of this 
number was in ports of continental United states and 
should have been classified as residing 'Tit-hin continental 
Uni ted States. Cre'ds of vessels in United states at 
the time of the census were included in the 
Census total. 

2 See: National Office "Ji:sti-
mated 
1935 to 
23, No. 10, is 
being conducted and 
,'ill provide the basis for revised of the 
percent of l'egistrati.on the 
191,0-50 
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qrmed forces to and from the continent as esti-
.'ted from data on armed forces strength. 3 'rhe 

reported figures on net ci vi lian ilDlJ1igration 
were decreased by about 250,000 to achieve exact 
agreement between the population change for the 
decade as i.ndioated by the two censuses and the 
population change as indicated by the estimate 
based on natural increase and net immigration. 
'fhe adjustment was made .in the civilian mi­
gration component because the reported data on 
ci vilian migration are beli eved to be the leasi; 
adequate of the data on the components of popu­
lation change. 

3 Civi1:Ian migration includes the movements of the fol­
lowing groups, in the terminology of the Immigration and 
Natill'al1.zation Service: (1) Immigrant aliens (nonresident 
aliens admitted to the United States for permanent resi­
dence); (2) emigrant aliens (resident aliens departing 
from a permanent residence in the United States for a 
permanent residence abroad); (3) nonimmigrant aliens (non­
resident alienS admitted to the United States for a 
temporary period 01' resident aliens returning to an e8·­
tablished residence in the United States after a tempo-
rary stay abroad); nonemi gr ant aliens (nor~esident 
aliens departing a temporary stay in the United 
states 01' resident aliens departing for a temporary stay 
abroad); (5) citizens aI'I'iving; and (6) citizens depart­
ing. In addition, allowance was made for the entry and 
departure of Mexican contract laborers the decade, 
since their movements were not included in official 
nonilliinigrant figures. 

The difference between the census count 

for April 1, 1950, and the estimate for that 
date based on the 1940 Census and subsequent 
births, deaths, and unadjusted net immigration 
may have arisen from anyone or a combination 
of the following factors: (1) Errors in the 
allowances for the underreporting of births and 
dea'0hs; (2) errors in the reporting of illl1l1igra­
tion and emigration; (3) errors in the reports 
of military strength and distribution, and in the 
assumptions on which our estimates of military 
distribution are based; and (4) differences in 
the completeness of coverage of the 1940 and 
1950 Censuses. The small size of the adjustment 
in the present instance may be the result of the 
cancellation of several large errors or may 
attest to the degree of accuracy with which 
records of population change are kept in the 
United States. 

Estimates of the total population residing 
in continental United States, the total popula­
tion includi.ng armed forces overseas, and the 
civilian population for July 1, 1940 to 1949, 
are supplied in tables 1 and 2. Similar esti­
mates for January 1, 1941 to 1950, are given in 
table 3. 
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TABLE l,--ESTIMATES OF THE TOTAL POPULATION RESIDING IN CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES, JULy 1, 1940 TO 1949, WITH COMPONENTS OF CHANGE 

(These estimates are comparable in definition with the papula t:ton COW1tS from the 1940 and 1950 Censuses. Each absolute estimate has been 
arately rounded to the neaTest thousand from figures computed to the last digit; hence, the E!tuns of parts shown may differ slightly frul 
totals shown) 

Change since preceding date 

Date 

MUitary 

1, 1940 (census) ••••••••••• 
19/,0 ......... •••••••••••• 
190.1 .................... . 
1942 ................... . 
1943 ...................... . 
1944 ...................... . 
1945 ...................... . 
·1946 ...................... . 

1 Excess of births over deaths. 
2 Adjusted for uncterregistration. 
3 Includes movements to and from continental Unit(~d States of civilian citizens and aliens, and of armed forces. 

Table 2.--ESTIMATES OF THE TOTAL POPULA'rION OF THE UNITED ST~TES INCI~UDING ARMED FORCES OVERSEAS AND ESTIMATES OF THE CIVILIAN POPULATION, 
JULY 1, 1940 TO 1949, \4ITH Em'WA'fES OF CHANGE 

(Each absolute estimate has been separat(:'!ly rounded to the n8ures t thousand from figures computed to the last 
between the population estimates and the arn01mts of changr:: may appear. Percents are based on the 

including 
overseas Ci vilian population 

Date 

Aprill, 19/.0 .............................. . 
July 1, 1940 ............................... .. 
July 1, 194.1 ................................ . 
July 1, 1942 ................................ . 
July 1., 1943; ........... " ........................ .. 
July 1, 1944 ............................... .. 
July 1, 1945 ................................ . 
J'uly 1, 190·6 ................................ . 
July 1, 1947 ................................ . 
July 1, 1948 ..•..•.•....•.•......•..•..••...... 
July 1, 1949 .................................. . 
April 1, 1950 ................................. . 

Total change, April 1, 19/tO) to April 1, 1950 .• 

an estimate of armed i'orCet3 overseas. 

Change since preceding 
date 

Amount 

29/.,000 
1,263,000 
1, 4·5!1') 000 
1,1388,000 
1,6'70,000 
l,:J1.j.5,OOO 
1) LI-G/I- J 000 
2,"131,000 
2,/t 92,000 
2,528,000 
1, gO;), 000 

19}312)OOO 

Percent 

0.22 
O. 'l6 
1.09 
1.40 
1.22 
1.12 
1.05 
1. 93 
1. 73 
1.'72 
1.33 

14.65 

1. Census 
2 Census an estimate of armed 'forces in conU.nentaJ United states. 

Pop1..l1ntion 

since precedhv! 
da te 

18,242,000 

-0.53 
-2 J)3 
-0.63 
0.76 
EI.M! 
3.0" 
1.[11 
1.61 
1.44 

1.3.88 

Table 3. --ESTIMATES OF THE TOTAL POPULATION [-/ESIDING IN CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES, THE TOTAL POPULATION 
INCWDING ARMmJ FORCES OVEHSFAS, AND nm CIVILIAN POPUJ,ATION: JANUAH"{ 1, 19H TO 1950 

(Each estimate has heen rounded to the nearest tbo1ll3[·J.nd 1.'rolfl ftgures computed to the last dig:Lt) 

January 1) 1941 .•.................... a •• 

January 1, 191.+.2 •••• , •••••••••• ~ ~ 0 ••••• 0 • 

J·unun.ry 1) 19/t 3 .. " ..•.••.. , •...• ", ..•••• 
January 1, 19L;-J~ ••••••••••••.•. , ••• > •• • ,., 

January 1) 1945 ........ G •••••••••••••••••• 

January 1, 1946 ......................... .. 
January I, 19ft 7 .. on •••••• QQ ••• , •••••• , •••• 

January 1, 1948 •.. o ................... ~ ••• ~ 
January 1, 19r.j,9 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
January 1, 1950 •........................ 

1 These fIgures include armed forces in 
They are oomparable in definition with the 

Civilian 
population 


