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Thenumber of school-age .children in the 
United States increased by more than one million 
in the 15-month period between April. 1, 1950,' 
the date of the last census, and duly I, 1951, 
according ·to estimates of the popUlation 5 to 17 
'ears old for the United States and each State 

on July 1, 1950 and 1951, released today by 
Roy V. Peel, Director, Bureau of the Census, 
Department of Cow~erce. There were 31,595,000 
children 5 to 17 years of age on July 1, 1951, as 
compared with 30,560,000 on· April I, 1950. These 
figures indicate an increase of 1,035,000, or 
3.4 percent, between these dates. The estimates 
relate to the civilian population and exclude 
the few persons 17 years of age serving in the 
armed forces on the estimate dates. They have 
been prepared because of their special interest 
~o Federal, State, and local agencies, private 
·organizations, and individuals planning programs 
affeoting children of school age. 

The large increase in the school-age popu
lation in this short period reflects primarily 
the considerably greater number of births in the 
postwar period from April 1945 to June 1946 than 
in the depression period from April 1982 to 
June 1933. Persons 5 to 17 years of age on 
April 1, 1950. were born between April 1932 and 
April 1945 and those in this age group on July I, 
1951, were born between July 1933 and July 
1946. 

Of the four regions the West had the larg
est relative increase in the school-age .popu
lation between April 1, 1950, and July 1, 1951, 
~.2 percent, or almost twice the naticnal aver-
1ge. All four regions, however, contributed an 
almost equal share, on an absolute basis, to the 

national increase. Although al: nine geographic 
divisions of the United States showed increases 
in this group. only three divisions bettered the 
·national average of 3.4 percent; namely, the 
Pacific DiVision, with 7.1 percent; the Moun· 
tain, with 4.3 percent; and the Middle Atlantic, 
with 3.7 percent. 

All the States , with the exception of Ala
bama and Kentucky, showed increases in this 
g~oup. California had the largest absolute in
crease, approximately 142,000. New York, with 
an inorease of 118,000, was the only other State· 
to gain more than 100,000 school-age children 
during this period. Other States with substan
tial increases in the number of school-age chil
dren were New Jersey, with 49,000; Ohio, with 
61,000; and Florida, with 41,000 •. 

The estimated population' 5 to 17 years old 
for each State for July 1, 1951, was obtained by 
adding; 

(a) The population between the ages of 
3 3/4 years and 16 3/4 years enumerated in 
the 1950 Census. 1 (These persons were born 

1 On the basis of preliminary estimates derived from 
birth statistics, it appears that the 1950 Census enumer
ation of children under 15 years of age was incomplete. 
Therefore, in estimating the number of children 5 to 17 
years old as of July 1, 1951, the 1950 Census figures for 
the group between the ages of 3 3/4 years and 16 3/4 
years were adjusted for underenumeration, and the result
ing estimate of the population 5 to 17 years of age as of 
July 1, 1951, was assumed to represent the "true" total 
number of children in this group. To obtain current 
estimates of the population 5 to 17 years old comparable 
to the 1950 Census figures as enumerated for this age 
group, the estimates of the total number of children have 
been reduced, on the assumption .that the same number of 
children would have been missed in 1951 as in 1950 had a 
census been taken in 1951. 






