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About 1 in every 12 persons in continental
United States on July 1, 1951, was 65 years old or
over, accordingto sstimates released today by Roy V.
pPeel, Director, Bureau of the Censug, Department
of Commerce. FlIty years ago only 1 in every 25

persons wasg 65 or over.
There were an estimated 12,759,000 persons 65

years old and over in the United States on July 1,
1951 (table 1); at the same time the total popu-

iation in continental United States amounted to

153, 383,000. In April 1950, when the Seventeenth

Decennial Census was taken, 12,269,538 persons had
been reported as 65 years 0ld or over. There was,
therefore, an estimated I1ncrease of nearly & half
million, or four percent, in the number of aged per-
song betwsen April 1950 and July 1951. In April
1940, when the Sixteenth Decennial Census was taken,
2,019,314 persons had been reported as 65 years old
and over out of a total population of 131,669,275,
Thus, the total population increased by about 16,5
percent during the 1l-year period from April 1940 to
July 1951, whereas the aged population grew by about
41.5 percent, or 2% times as fast,?

The incresse in the number of aged persons in
the last decade or Sso, although large, was not un-
usual in the light of past changes in this age group.
Large increases 1n this group have been oceurring
for many decades; and the increases have, in general,
been becoming larger. The trend toward a larger
pumber of elderly persons may pe credited to in-
creases in the number of births in the 19th century,
to lowered mortality rates regulting from better
medical ceare and a higher gtandard of living, and to
the generally inereasing volume of immigration up to

world war I.

1 I¢ account 18 teken of persons serving in the armed forces over-
peag in April 1940 and in July 1951, the percentage increase in the
total population wes about 17.1 percent during the 1l~year period.

because the latter were made before the 1950 Census resl
950 and 1951, consistent with the date sh

- incregse

congistent with those for 194C to 1949 published in Current Population Reporis,

1ts became available. Estimates of the iotal popu-
own here, are given in Currcnh Population Reportis

The West, which in April 1950 had 1.6 miliion
aged persons, had the largest rate of lncrease (a9
perceny) in the number of aged persons betwedn
April I, 1950, and July 1, 1951 (table 2). The
Northeastern States with 3,4 milllon 1in 1980 had &n
incre=se of 4.1 percent, the North Central States
with 4 million in 1950 had an increase ¢f 3.8 per-
cent, and the South with 3.3 million in 1980 had an
of 3.7 percent. All of the 4& States and
the Distriet of Columbia appear to have had more
persons 65 years old and over on July 1, 1951, than
on April 1, 1950. In several States, however, the
mumber of aged persons remained virtually unchanged.

The estimates presented in this report are
pased on age data from the 1950 Census; statistics
of deaths provided by the National Office of vital
statistics, United States Public Health Service;
statistice on the movement of persons into and out
of the United States provided by the Immigration

Table 1.--POPULATION 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER FOR THE UNITED STATES,
1900 TO 1950, AND ESTIMATE, 1951

(Betimebe for 1951 is rounded to the nearest thousand; correspond-
ing derived figures are based on the unrounded absolute numbers

and are vounded to the nearest ‘thousand )

Increase since
preceding date
Date Population
Armual
Tota; average
ESTIMATE
July 1, 1951 .c.eveienene 12,759,000 489,000 392,000
CENSUS

April 1, 1950.4ceocunes . 12,269,538 3,250,224 325,022
Aprdl 1, 1940..0veverens 9,019,314 2,385,509 238,551
April 1, 1930ce.ceoncsss 6,633,805 1,700,590 165,911
January L, 1920...c00000 4,933,215 983,691 101, 324
April 15, 1910..veccnsen 3,949,524 869,026 88,003
June 1, 1900...... TP 3,080,498 aes

For esle by the Bureau of the Census
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and Naturalization Service, Department of Justlce;
and estinates of net interstate migration, developed
in part from official records of school enrollment
for each State. The estizates were obtalned Dy
ad justing the 1950 Census data on the aged populatlon
for the United States and each Reglon, Division, and
State for deaths and net internaticnal and interstate
migration between April 1, 1950, and the -estimate
The 1950 Census flgures are based on advance

dates.

tabulations and may differ slightly from final fig~
ures. The estinates of deaths are baged on provi-
cicnal estimates of deaths by age for the United

for 1950 and 1951 and on Tinal

States &8s a whole
for each Statve

statistics of resident deaths by age
for 1949.

The State estimates of net migratlon Dbetween
April 1, 1950, and the estimate dates for the popu-
lation 65 years old and over are derived from estl-

mbed State rates of net migration Tfor the total

Table 2.--ESTIMATES OF THE POPULATION 65 YEARS OLD AND OVER, FOR STATES: JULY 1, 1951 AND 1950

(The 1950 Censue figures presented here are pased on advance tabulations end way differ slightly from final figures,
+ thousand from figures computed to the last dlgit;
are based on the unrounded numbers)

has been independently rounded to the neares
Amounts eand percenteges of change

populaticn. The latter rates had been developed
in connection with the preparation of the estimates
of the total population of States presented 1In
current Populaticn Reporss, Serles P-25, No. 62.
1t was uniformly assumed 1in preparing the estimates
of the aged population shown in this report that the
rate of net mlgration ror the population 65 years
old and over between April 1950 and the estimate
dates for a glven State was one-fourth the rate for
the total population of the same State. Evidence
for this assumption was found 1in annual migration

data classified by age for the United States as a
whole Tor recent vears obtained 1in the Current
Bureau of the Census.

population Survey of the
Becsuse this assumption may not apply exactly, or
even approximately, to each State, the State Tig-
ures may vary considerably I1n accuracy, depending
in large part on the validity of the assdmption for

the State.

Bach population estimate

hence the sume of parts shown mey differ

slightly from the totals shown.
Inerease {+) or Increase {+) or
FPopulabion 65 years old: dearease (=), Population 65 years old decrease (~),
and over April 1, 1950, and over April 1, 1950,
Region, division, to July 1, 1951 Region, division, to July 1, 1951
and State and State
o ; April 1, April 1, )
July 1, July 1, M Pexe Juiy 1, July 1, Per-
195 1950 1950y Awount | oopy 1951 1950 1950 - mount ooy
(census) {census)
United States....|12,759,000{12, 370,000] 12,269,538 +490,000], +4.0 WEST NORTH CENTRAL:
MnneS0bRe s ssosres|  280,0000  271,000] 269,130 +11,000) 44t

REGTONS: JOWHBeossvsonasesoss 280,000 275,000 272,998 +7,000] +2.4
NOTHHEAS s covvnesas]| 35587,0001 3,474,000 3,445,8381 +141,000 LY Missouriecesecossesse 418,000 410,000 407,388 +11,000f +2.7
North Centrales.eea] 45123,000] 4,005,000 3,973,475 +150,000 +348 North Dakot8e.vsvee 50,0061 . 49,000 48,196 +1,000; +3.1
SOUtNe v s e enrenness] 3,373,000) 3,278,000 3,251,927} +121,000] +3.7 South Dakotéaeieevee 57,000 56,000 55,296 +2,000] +4.0
WeGhosasocovnnsvuss] 1,677,000} 1,612,000 1,598,298 +78,000] +4.9 Nebragktosssesseose 135,000 131,000 130,379 +5,000] +3.9

. KangaBeseosassosnes 200,000 195,000 194,218 +6,000] +3.0

HORTHEAST:

New Englandeeesoves 932,000 912,000 906,567 +26,000 +2.9 SOUTH ATLANTIC:
Middle AbLantic....| 2,654,000| 2,563,000] 2,539,271| +L15,000 +4.5 DELAWATEa s s oroonss 27,000{,  27,000° 26,320  +1,000] +3.2
MaryLand, weneneeens] 170,000  165,000{ 163,514  +7,000] 44,0

NORTH CENTRAL: Dist. of Columbiae. 59,000 57,000 56,687 +2,000] +3.9
East North Centrsl.; 2,703,000 2,618,000 2,595, 870] +107,000] +4.1 Virginiesecaesvsss 221,000 216,000 214, 524 +6,000} +2,9
West North Central.| 1,421,000 1,387,000f 1, 377,605  +43,000] +3.1 West Virginiaieesss 143,000 140,000 138,526 +5,000] +3.3

North Carolindceess 235,000 227,000 225,297 +9,000] +4.2

SOUTH: South Carolingee... 119,000 116,000 115,005 44,0001 +3.6
South Atlantice....| 1,453,000 1,409,000} 1,397,002 4+56,000] +4.0 Georgifesesovsancon 227,000 221,000 219,655 +8,000] +3.5
Fast South Central. 841,000 826,000 821,739 420,000 +2.4 Floridaseseessorseo 252,000 241,000 237,474 +14,000{ +6,0
West South Central.| 1,078,000| 1,043,000 1,033,186 +45,000] +4eo4 EAST SOUTH CENTRAL:

WEST: KentuCkyeseasosenros 239,000 236,000 235,243 +4,000) +1.7
OWITbaiie s s eeaeeae]  377,000]  362,000]  350,867) +18,000| +5.0 TEnNesSee . osrera | 242,000 237,000 234,884 «7,000) +3.0
Pacific * 1 300.000] 1,250.000] 1,239,431 +60,000{ +4.9 Alabamas snsesossone 204,000 200,000 198,648 +5,000f +2.7

LA 4 [ ’ 7" i * Migsslseippiccoeusss 156,000 153,000 152,964 +3,0001 +2.0

NEW ENGLAND: : WEST SOUTH CENTRAL:

MAiNnCeveecvonssvean 94,000 94,000 93,562 (M 4064 ArkansasSeeeeacssssa 155,000 156,000 148,995 +6,0000 +3.7

New Hampshires.ecee. 59,000 58,000 57,793 +1,0001 +1l.4 Loulgianfssveseresn 183,000 179,000 176,849 +6,000] +3.7

Vernonte.cesacsseane 40,000 40,000 39,534 (l> +0.8 CklaboMBeosaevacess 200,000 195,000 193,922 +7,000] +3.4

Massachusettsscoees 482,000 471,000 468,436]  +14,000| +2.9 TeXtBeoanvasenboans 540,000 519,000 513,;420| +26,000f +5.1

Bhode Island.ceeosa 73,000 71,000 70,418 +2,0001 +3,0 MOUNTATN:

ConnecticUtesenrese 186,000 178,000 176,824 +9,000]| +4.9 Mon‘i;anz;. eveanesens 53,000 51,000 50,864 +2,000] 4446
JA8h0sosevvncscssse 46,000 44,000 43,537 +2,000] +4.5

MIDDLE ATLANTIC: 4. ’ pls 4 ’

New Yorke v 1,310,000] 1,271,000 1,258,457 461,000 +4.8 VORI areene e 158’888 1&2’888 o *i’ggg el

New JerSeyeeseeases 15,000]  398,000f  393,989] 421,000} +5.3 OLOTALO. 2o vaneores 4 o L5, 5 s e
Pennsylvania 920000 304000 386 825 +33,000| +3.7 New MexXicOecsnoaoos 35,000 33,000 33,064 +2,000; +6.1
rrmtert “ 4 [ ’ * Arizonaeeessaraacas 48,000 45,000 bbiy 241 +3,000| +7.5
Utahoseeovssccorsan 45,000 43,000 42,418 +2,000] +5.1

EAST NORTH CENTRAL: : ’ ’ 4 7 o
OBi0m s snensinnnna] 35,0000 714,000]  708,975| +26,0000 +3.7 Nevadaosoeeernsrnns| 12,0000 11,000]  10,986]  +1,000) +7.1
Indianfeascsesensee 372,000 364,000 361,026 +11,0007 +3.1 PACIFIC:

T11inoiS.scsessovsea 787,000 762,000 754,302)  +33,000 a3 Washingtoneeessseas 220,000 213,000 211,405 +9,000[ +4.1
MichigaNesaesosvaos 487,000 467,000 461,650] +25,000] +5.4 OregONesessionsssasn 140,000 134,000 133,021 +7,000| +5.2
Wiseonsillesessocone 322,000 312,000 309,917 +12,000] +3. 8 Californifesceescae 940,000 902, 000 895,005 445,000 +5,0

1 Less than 500.
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ONE TN 12 U.S. CIVILIANS, 65 YEARS OID OR OVER
(Based on Bureau of Census Report Series P-25, No. 66)

One in 12 civilians in the United States is £5 years ol age or over,
according to the Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce, On July 1L,
1951, the latest date for which Census estimates have been made, 12,759,000
persens, or 8,4 percent of the civilian population of 151,082,000, were
65 years old and over,

In 1930, the Census next preceding the emactment of Federal social
security legislation reported about one in 19 persons as 065 years old or
over, with 6,634,000 persons, or 5.4 percent of the civillan population of
122,519,000, in the 65-and-over age groups C
Fifty years ago, the proportion of the civilian population 65 years
old and over was one in 25 persong. The 1900 Census reported 3,080,000
persons 65 years old and over, or 4.l percent of the civilian population
of 75,983,000, While the population of the United States has doubled dure
ing the last half century, the number of persons 65 and over has quadrupleds

New Hampshire leads all the States with the highest estimated propor
tion of civilian population, 1l.1l percent, aged 65 years or over, New Mexico
is at the other end of the scale with only 5.1 percent of 1ts populatiion
estimated to be in the é5-and-over age group., New York is the only State
with more than a million, 1,319,000, in the oldest age groups, this figure
representing 8.8 percent of the State'!s civilian population. One in 10
persons 65 years of age or over in the Unlted States lives in New York Stale,

i1 persons 65 years and over
Total Civilian ] '

Area, Population Number Percent of total
Unlted States sosses 151,082,000 12,759,000 8ol
Alabams ecaeoescecsso 2,993,000 204,, 000 6,8
Arizona ceesecnsenoe 789,000 48,000 ol
Arkansis cesscsceceo 1,893,000 155,000 8o
California eesosvses 10,648,000 940,000 o8
Colorado sessseccoen L, 334,000 120,000 9 O
Connecticut 6o 680 000 29 02(3.9 000 1869 000 C) ‘52
Delaware oeoooeacooo 35,000 27,000 8,3
Florida cesewsccssos, 2,878,000 252,000 N4
Georglis cscsocncassa, 3,399,000 227,000 667
Tdaho e.oscsessaccon 588,000 46,000 s
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Tllinois
Indiana seeoesosvea
Iowra' H UG RBOE @6 GO B
Kansas cooecsescsas
Kentucky cooaosssaos
TLouisialns secossnoa
Malne cesseaccooocas
Maryland sseeesecco
Massachusetld o soae
kﬁ@klﬁugan B oA Gs b OO

G 6B G 00 w6 B

Minnesota ceecossos
Mlssisslppl coovova
Missourl ecoassoscas
Mentans secsoecossea
Nebraska osossssoes
Nevada eeveaseaccos
New Hgnpshire c.oees
New Jersey ssoosess
New MexlCO soeveosas
New Yorlk CeObEFOH OO

North Car@lina o660
North Dekota s eseoes
Ohio GO O UT S0 GO O GG
Ok1Lahoma «eesceeveo
Oregoll esocsssvoass
P@nn%’lv‘ania G wGoes
Rh_Dd@ Isléll’ld oo Bs GO
South Carolina seee
South Dakots cveveo
TeNNE SS28 sevoscoss

Texas cevceossscaos
Ubah FEGOHOEELO0 GO
Vermont cseceoccoams
Virginia seecccoesns

VfaSllj.ngton ceoEC R G

West Virginla ceces
Wisconsin sseeeeoea
‘V’I’y@mng G B EOOCLDE GO

Tokal C

Population

ALl persons

65 years and over.

ivilian

8,747,000
4y 000, 000
z “)’ OOQ

9&@&@
g, 832,000
:‘9 723, om

gy ; ,000
?gﬂ@J 000
49071 000
6y 524, 000

24,990,000
d 164 000
QL)‘? 000
'3?“%:{! OOO

L 3/;42 5000
}60 000
”31 000

4y 001 000
6F (3 000
14, 964,000

4,035 , 000
® 604,000
8,047,000
2,229,000
1,551,000
10,518,000
*67,000
2,045,000
641,000
3,297,000

7,750,000
703,000
372,000

3,182,000

2, 33,000

15994, 000

35452,000

285,000

ta

Number Percent of total
787, 000 Gl
372,000 963
280 CO0 107
PO0,00Q 1064
Q39$OOQ 8ok
183,000 6417
94, 000 1066
170,000 7m2
482,000 1043
487,000 Tob
280,000 Yol
156,000 Vo
4185000 1004
53,000 9ol
135,000 10,1
12,000 ?62
59,000 1lal
415,000 ¢5

35,000 501
1,319,000 a8
235,000 568
50,000 843
735,000 Geld
200,000 9.0
140,000 90
920,000 8o7
73,000 9Q5
119,000 548
57,000 8e9
242,000 el
540,000 Tl
454,000 A
404000 10.8
221,000 669
220,000 A
143,000 Tol
322,000 Ge3
19,000 bo'l




